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OSLER'S FARLY TEACHING DAYS AT MONTREPAL

(Notes supplied by Dr. Beaumont Small of Ottawa)

With what expectation does the freshman await the meeting with his
;'espective Professors - those giants of intellect, endowed with such an
abundance of learning - how insignificant himself how mighty the other,
Particularly Osler - that prodigy among the giants, the author of a prize
thesis, and fresh from London hospitals, Added to this a reputation for
sternness and severity in his lectures and in his examinations,

With such impressions 1 saw him first as he entered the lecture room
to open his course on the Institutes of Medicine, Quick and active,
yvet deliberate in his walk and manner, with a serious and earnest ex-
pression, it was evident that he looked upon his lectures as serious and
at once imparted the same feeling to others. In a very few words he
welcomed his class, stated what he hoped to do and what he expected in re=
turn, concluding with a genmeral warning that he expected attendance and
attention from all. We succumbed to that genial and kindly mammer which
has been so characteristic throughout his life, and I doubt if any pro-
fessor had more carefuuly studied lectures or better attention than wes
given to him,

The lecture began with an explenation of the old Edinburgh term of
Institutes of Medicine, Then in bold outline he sketched W’ Vi\u‘;m“r“
and organic matter, vegetable and organic life, vifal forces, and clesed

with a description of cellular life and an outline of future lectures,



From that hour Physiology was an attractive study and the lectures like
unto the Gods,

When I look back upon that period it is evid nt that 1876="7 was the
pbeginning of a period of remaissance for McBill, and Osler the moving
spirit, but it would not be right to impart to him all the credit. The
recent but previous appointments to the Faculty of Ross, Roddick,
Shepherd and Gardner, sll young and energetic, of the highest type of
prefessional standing, was not without design. These supported by the
meture wisdom of Dean Campbell R, Howard amd Craik could mean only pro-
gress and resulted in the reputation that MeGill achieved during the suc-—

ceeding deecade,

In 1877 the following amnouncement was issued by the Paculty.*

*Mhe following changes have been made in the curriculum
of the Faculty of Medicine,

(1) A practical examination in anatomy will form a
part of the Primary Examinations.,

(2) Medical and Surgical Anatomy will form part of
the practical examination by the Clinical Professors.

(3) The attendance upon the lectures in Hygiene is
compulsory.

(4) Students may present themselves for examination
in lMateria Medica at the end of the second year.

(5) The section in clause 9 of the Qualifications
for the Degree in Medicine relating to the Thesis or In-
augural Dissertation is cancelled,

(6) Bighteen months' Hospital attendance is required
instead of twelve.

(7) A certificate of having compounded medicines for
six months is necessary to qualify for a Degree.
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