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/ Chapter III
TRINITY COLLEGE AND THE TORONTO MEDICAL SCHOOL.

bl
Uy dear Willie

, Yesterday we nad the pleasure of paciing a box foar you o

wnich the Pater took into Hamilton it contains your coat, 4 prs, of

A

Fur Cap, fufflers (2 prs.) Dr, Bonod, 2 Books, 5 jars of fruit, ome

:a.pple first as it will not be so likely to keep -- apples, pea.rsﬂ, and

- of which 1s marked for Jarion, I hope you'll enjoy it use the -

X ¥ T b

a canester of grapes if ‘they reacih you in order you'il imow what to

do with the other booxs, Wpoien Vest and Trousers belong to ur «ﬁ:dwards, !
in the vest poczet is the Copper-plate for card; I think these aré }
all your belongings that we can find I Put in an old éhirt a.z?d scraps’
ofi Eng that I had not tixﬁe to ﬁ:ake up for you into hand.kfsi. We'a;re
looking forward to Jenettes retui'n on Saturday and are in alskrimmage : ‘A
of general settling up this week stoves putting up -- only this week

have we finished thke painting, papering and various alteratioﬁs the
Bath=room is a perfect success, The wetr weather will be qver I hope

before Sunday when the Ordimatiom is to take place, 12 I think are

3 coming up and. they are billeted out on tae Parish except 3 at the i

Rectory =-- the Bp, and Ir, Stennet are to be at Iliss Crook's, Neltiie .

will soon be leaving us -- every day she is expecting ‘to hear that

T ¥




the house is ready for occupation but until they begm to move she
stays . here. Fenny is still here, lary in London with m;v. Henme
el b e youngest have been uﬁ at’ Staple Hurst some time they
return home tomorrow I expéct fizez.rl. here to lumch today, tﬁe Baby is

enormous such 2 contrast to Mickey vino in his exuberance of spring

and activity of mind is bent on coming to grief, he has the marrowest - =5

scrapes poss:Lble, a. ,)ammecl flnger, a cut eye, & oru:.sed head is the

comzon thing with ‘him, he alvra.ys calls B, B, Blllee)and evidently

> & S e

‘thinks him you, : We all send our love, Will yoa\write and tell us

o wher you set the box also wheth:er you got the second cneqa.e :
: . S ; 5 Ever your loving 4other.

. : ® *

i ; . ELLEN OSLER iaok

: 4

3 Box sent by the Steamer Algeria from Hamilton, it should have Z_Lef“h iz

tﬁis morning but had net arrived yesterday when Papa was at the wharf

‘80 it may be Friday the 9th when she leaves you mist be sure and make
8o enquiries for it. I hope it will not interfere with your time toc a ,

mach I faney you have begun work in earmest now and do hope you will B

5
prosper to your satisfaction,

ora N

vosy :
te= judge from this letter %’getﬂll of mucn of his personal

equipment { the young Osler entered Trinity College, Toronto, in the Fall

 Sewtthai mree "u&(}d‘u‘\“ bl Secus u-md—c-?m o
of 1867, X #e nevertheless had in his possession=ope of the Dixon Prize A
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the house is ready for occupation but until they begiﬁ to move she
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and activity of mind is bent on coming to grief, he has the marrowest -
scrapes posszble, a. ,)ammad ﬁnger, a cut eye, & orulsed head is the
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N

‘thinks him you'. . We all send our love, Will ;-,ro;z write and tell us

o when you 591; the box also whethar you got the seccnd cheqae
: * B : Ever your loving dother.

e © ELLEN OSLER

Box sent by the Steamer Algé:'z'ia from Hamilton, it should have left
this morning but had not arrived yesterday when Papa was at the wharf
‘s0 it may be Friday the 9th when 'she leaves you must be sure and make ;
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much 1 fancy you have begun work in earmest now and do hope you will

%
prosper to your satisfaction,
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B T\ se judge from this letter & rgetful of mucn of his personal

squipment { the young Osler entered Trinity College, Toronto, in the Fall
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of 1867, \ #e nevertheless nhad in his possession=one of the Dixon Prize
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" Scholarships which he had well earned at Weston, @ﬂ@:pparently had

theology 8till in the back of his mind, Trinity Coligge School was . e ’
Lo :

. : ~ naturally enough looked upon as a nursery for the divinity faculty
’ S /

and most of the teachers at Trinity College itself were clergymen from

N z : %

whnom the visiting board at the school was copstituted. But many of

: the churchmen, as the times made more or less inevitable, were inter- : %

- i 9 ;
l (X i

ested in natural history, and one of. them indeed, the Rev/ﬁlﬁ};{, Fro- )

a«wlwu‘

fesspr of Classics, even offered a school prize for the best collection

£

of geological and entomological specimens.

-~

Ministers with an interest in the natural sciences, particuliarly in

the days whken men's minds were bgreatly unsettled over original sin and

Darwinism and lan's Place in Nature, when Wilberforce and Huxley repre-

/

.

sented the antipodes of thnougnt - modke dangerous teacners for youths

T iy o

whom they expected to induct into the Church. TWnat may be the pleasant
avocation of one generation easily becomeés the vocation of the next.

; 7|
\ : il
An introduction to zoology and to the Religio Medici had already dome [




much at Father Jomnson's hands to deflect this impres-sﬁonable boy
from the very calling he mignt ‘otherwise naturally have chosen, if

for no other reasom, in imitation of ni\s revered master cantinuing
‘ with science merely as a pastime, :
_ : 4
It is quite certain however that his mind was not fully made up

’

until a year later; and it is pré‘ba’ble that the determination became .
"a fixed one through thne un‘conscious influence of James Bovell who
himself, curiously enoug,h,"was in the process of changing in thé re-

'] A /
verse direction from ledicine to the Church, If Johnson's influence

over the school-boy had been comsiderable, that of "James Bovei;,,_Esq.,

Tobeme b1 >

leDe s MLR.CGOELR was“far more soO, %From the first, Bovell who seems to

have been a:::ao-ﬁmm&a:m, exercised a fascination for the

i

boy wnicn grew into an attachment of must unusual character, The

two as has been seen, were thrown together at Weston vwhere,in the'.

%
i
%
E{

capacity of medical attendant, Bovell repaifed each week, and it is ~

probable that during the boy's illness they pecame boon friends., It

-
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is probable that during the following winter they%ent down together %o vy
¥ ' whon Barnts Wro ofF-0 Mfous o WA ks W@-gﬁ;}d@m Tl

Johnson'sa,m B.t 211l events the collection of specimens continues - - i T

during the year. There was a Professor of Botany, too, in the Uni~ .

Y

>" _versity, the Rev, Thomas Hincks, the distingnished authority on British

T~

: polyzoa; who seems to have veen the only one of the teachers aside
 from Bovell to whom he subsequently referred. ~ . ' &
i b . ; ryALacg
wes_Bovell was oorn in Barbadoes m went to Englend ip M

K'/\e am&ﬂu-\n-%mlm - J 'QWM o = ﬁmbu;*,-?t%hm
1834; Ftazer-e e Oy .:.u."-_m Srea-y i 7 TRete bty - e =< F ey
ise. ke oyt Y frardehp S N, ] Brngiu~ and F Jellcsan, S is Sandust fothaliyy unde

iy senPier fOr sg¥e€Tal years - stud% in :

4 g
degree in Glasgow
ﬁ;/ W
Duplin under those famo Tnicians, $tdkgs and Graves, and after a

severe atta of ty'phus fever, despite the advice™R friends wnho pre-
M'\QMM) ' Rl
— S Ter T orillient career for himy he returned to Baroadoes. MW
‘gaaw{n.u;wr),am; : Bmw,&&u&m&m :
U ’ - t\to Can@and two years later helped %0 organize
2l

the short-lived medical departmeﬁt £ef Trinity College. .é
r

e U

\
ke
—_ % tndewl A
el ?& o
m,.“,,!ck gl F"I‘ ;1"‘
The history of the Medical schools of upper Canada is a long and

attice v

complicated one, with & succession of hicn flourished, |




languished and died.* - The all=-influential Bishop Strachan, acting - ! *

! *The story up to 1850 is told in Wm. Camniff's The T -
Medical Profession in Upper Camada, 1783-1850. : -

= , s
. oav

B ek I R G

T upon an old Royal Charter, had established a Church College - King's -

in 1842, to which & medical department was attached, The rrovincial ,

& =

legislature in 1849 repealed the earlier charter and designated the - ek

institution the University of Toronto, . Undaunted, Bishop Strachan :

= .

secured in 1850 another Royal Charter

~ < b/ . ok e d
sity, which became Trinity College& receiving the support of loyal

=

for a Church of England Univer- - ;
e

churcamen of the province, In connection with this institution the

Upper Canada School of Medicine was crganized by Drs, Bovell and

Hodder. The situation would seem to be. very similar to wiHat was

+rs
1

going of in London at the time, namely the esteblishment of Xing's

Coliege as an offset to the non-sectarian university Coliege, Wnere)a%

o~ the Bishowp claimed’no moral or religious cage was egercised over the
medical students, who thereby became undisciplined and often went ‘@stray..
| T
. ..




In this school, which for the times was an excellent one, re- : 5

quiring an arts degree for cntrance, Bovell m of the In- il

stitutes of Medicine., K Though full of promise, the school had a snort

%

\
e ;4\, --,~,~«: prr e

life, Bovell was subsequently taken on to the Toronto Medical
2 B il A Dbk Hashp
Scrool faculty, thougn he retzined 3 m...w gitions
WMIP76& &o&m%. 1{,;;.,.1,,” X/ :
infeet— o2 e £ T o
P -

\
His mrticular and favourite course which, never-

[}
theless,he sometimes forgot to attend ard which a year later his 'young

feiest ;-\"*'{':"‘ 3
friend when in the ledical School seme$imes used to conduct for -him,
- AY

/

was on the subject of physiology as related to theological conceptions,

fad

Dr, Bovell with his four daugnters lived at the Hermitage on

Spadina Avenue and very soocn the yomi; Usler began to fregquent the

place to zather and study 2 variety of animals which even overflowed
to 112 5%, Patrick Street when one of the daughters married a Ir.
Barwick and moved there to live, Just what he did as a first-year '

O”’:M ‘ﬁu ; N
student in the University, if it was sap-diffement—from-what most S g !

i e
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young men do, is not very aprarent, excebdt that he repaired,as often

.

as week-ends and vacations permitted, to Weston to go over with Father

: 3383
‘Jomnson the increasing speciméns of nis collection of ;ﬁly-sea

/
>

A few class-room note-books of the period have been preserved,

One of them starts out oravely, under the date 21/1067, with Latin

Prose Composition, and after the first exercise(is written in the

fo = x‘; Marppboen_
. “teacher's nand "Very gocd indeed my Dboy", - But . s

~the exercises cease to be copied out, and 'the remainder of the book
: [ <

is filled with notes regarding his fresh-water polyzoa, "Genus I Epi-

themia, Kutz %gg ulu%fes’?,adherent, gquadrilateral; valves circinate

3 "
_ fwrnished with transverse capaliculi, etc,, etc,, and there follow

varieties elaborately described from Humber Bay, Grenadier Pond, Ua
Thames London, {(Cntario of course), Desjardin Canal, Burlingtm Bay,
Sandy Cove; .and other Geni and Species from the same and other places

Niagara Falls, Lake Simcoe, the sumken boat in the mouth of the Humber

%

wnich figured in ¥, A, Johnson's note-book, Cyclolelle Kutzingiana

3

L3

A

»



of which there are miads in the river at London 24/9/69, the Norfhern Bty

Railway wharf where Navicula tumida are comon, Xempenfeldt Bay, Landgss
Farm London, Don River, Cedar Swamp Weston, and Bucl«:ley"s water-trough

Dundas, which orings him home,

it 2 et et e At At A b i A B S B 5

hmmats



S

Reference has been made to the fact that Father Johnson used to

read to the-boys in the parsonage,and that he selected such works as

S

the Religio Midici for their beauty of language. But it must have

W

been more than this; That a high churchman should have cared parti-
cularly for Sir Thomas Browne is extraordinary, but that he should
have been able to transmit this apireciation to a boy of seventeen

is truly amazing,. It moreover is an important thread in this story,'

which ffom this point follows it through to the end, and the 1862

edition of the Religio, practically nis first book purchase, to

s

wnich ne referred more. than once in nis published addresses, was the

g

very volume which lay on his coffin at Christ Church fifty-three'

years later,

¥
In an address to the iecuill students in 1899, afisr referring

tc the cultivation of intsrests other than pursely professional ounes,

i

he urzes outside reading, among the group of literary physicians
&S o’. ) i ) il

great English classics, should be in the hands - in the hearts too -




e o

0f every medical student",

8/ Ty
A ket

e : . , L
| ﬁ'l’em/After Iwenty-five Years, Address Sept. 21, 1899; p. 1l

= “"As I am on ﬁhe ccni‘eséional\'today., I may tell you that no.
,‘ book has had so enduringanv influénce on my 1i‘:t‘e; I was inf.ro-
dueed to it by my first teacher, the Rev. W, 4. Johnson, waﬁden
. and Founder of the Trinitinollegé School, and ¥ canrecall j:he
| delight with which I first read its guaint and charming pages. It
was one of the strong influences which turned my thoughts towards
medicine as a 'profession, and my most treasared_. copy = the second

o
~ boox I ever bought - has been a2 comstant companion for thirty-one

years, = comes viae vitaeque, Trite but true, is the comment of
Seneca - 'If you are fond of booxks you will escape the ennui of
life, you will neitner sigh for evening, disgusted with the occu~ '

prations of the day - nor will you live dissatisfied with yowrself
: oy
OF unprofitable to otherst,n

g i 3

~

A
In another place he gives the date of this purcrase as 1867, but

the writer is inclined to believe that this was a slip of memory,

/
This particular book, handsomely rebound and ev'id.ently much r ead,

. -

despite the few marks it contains - few for onc who read with bencil or
Peén in hand = is the most mrecious and intimate book in what came to be

S
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-
-—

: — S
- @& rarely personal library. Beside it ia-.{a;,;—ot(her golume in its

-original covers, much read and ;r.o}cen back, entitled "Varia: Readings

. from Rare Books" by J, Hain Friswell, London, 1866, and dedicated to

’ G. ¥. Firta of Norwich, ' It is insc;ibed in his elder brother's hand:

~."W2 Osler from F, 0., Xmas 1867", One of the best of the charming
essays it contains is upon Sir Thomas Browne, and one may imagine a
young man destined far the ministry reading about the "Re‘ligion of a
Physicia;f', and how few 1;>e'ople Xnew about its authox mistaking him
either for the fac?tious writer 'of "Laconiés" or the Tom Brown of Mr.

Hughes' imagination; how he came to practice in iorwich and to write =

his books; how "Sir Thomas grew pleasantly old, and died as we have

seen, 00ldly and menfully when his time cé.me'{; now he came tc Dpe

buried tnere in St. Peter's in 1682; how in 1840 his grave was despoiled

v am his skull rescued fram private hands came to adorn the museum of

o~

°
surgery in Jorwich, propaetic of those passages in ais "Urn Burial", \

A y
% ‘ : "B.u_t Who knows the fate of his bones, or now often he is to be buried?

0\ Who :lath the oracle of his ashes, or v'hlther tneg are to be scattered

j N
N o
. 0 / ‘
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; \ bowls ana oar bones tMipto pipes tda\ellght g‘xﬁ\spor’b ou;‘

& 4
enemles are traiglca abommi:\ogg/escapecl\ka/i)wnlng \un‘.als e
-

And these passages of Mr. Friswell's about the book and the man

must have been read:

-

\ ;
(*Fr@ Varia: Reaﬂings from Rare Books, D. B .

"But the 'Religio Medici?, as it was his first will always be
considered nis chief work, ’It Jumped sudd.e;qu into /fame. ; The
Earl of Dorset recommended this book to Sir Kenelm Digby, and Digby
AR twenty-four hours, part of which were spent in procuring and in

readlng the book, retu.rned 1t, not with a letter, but with a book,

| in which there are 'some Just remarks, acute censures, and’ profound.

1 speculations'. Such a review as thst, issued by Sir Kenelm Dighby, ;
| and a.cidresged to the Barl of Dorset, was enough to seél any work,
; the publié fead it with avidity, and bookseilers showed an equal
\ eagerness in pirating, with hack authors in imitating it, So t'ba};;
in 1682, the yeai' of his death, it had reached the eighth edition,
* * %

"The occasion of th. opem avowal of Browne's faith was to re-

fute tne éenerai scandal of'" nis profession, which asserts that wﬁere

there are three pnysicians two are Atheists, ubl tres medici duo Athei,

and * * * as he nobly says, that *I dare without uswrpation as—
sume the honourable style of a Christian' * * * and such reveren-

-tial sentences as these: Thus there are two Books fram wnich I colliect

€
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| : :

| my Divinity; besides tmat written ome of God, another of his servant
|

i Nature, that universal and publick menuscript, that lies expans'd

{
i unto the eyes of all, those that never saw him in the one have discovered
| ik

i
{
)

him in the other; * * tn
\ ﬁ/zﬂ‘\f%\?‘i’ ﬁ_ ‘ ; /A
It must have been the next year that the 1862 Ticpor ¢f Fields o

Edition of the Completed Works,dedicated to the author,of the Autocrat

-
!

of the Breakfast Table and of Rab and His Friends}was purchased at

e S Cnitwell's bookstore in Toronto, At least written on the fly-

leaf is "W. Osler. GColl. S.S, Trin, Lent Term 28/2/t166", and on s
another leaf in the héndwriting of Mary Thorne, a cousin, with whom
- | e

he was greatly in love as a boy amnd to whom he must have loaned the

book, there is his name and the date "August 28, 1868". In the book . \,\(

el * o At e
1tself tnere are but twd marked passages.* Few marks were needed, for ~ ¥l

. *Phere are ome or two corrections, Thus on page 137 of .

. the "Urn Burial" wnere Browne says "Plato's historian of the /
other world Lies twelve days uncorrupted", &c., W,0. has 1
coanged "twelve" to "ten", witn marginal reference to the

Republic, Bk. X(?). : . ; i
-,.\ 4 A ' j
only one other book, the Bible, did ne come to know more nearly by ;

v

heart, One of the marked paragrapns is dated "Dec. 6 1919" and will
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come later in the tnis story. The other is bhe—first paragraph 13“:%@[,.—:;; 5l

¢

Dy : s : i
the MReligio”: AJ}.A”“} e Mg

L e s
o nantd
Eiflfglo Medici, P«r347) S
nFor :irg reiigion, toough there be several circxlmsta.nces

that might persuade the world I have none at all, as the gen-
.~ eral scandal of my profe'ssion, the matural course of my stu-
dies, the iﬁdifferency of m:] benaviour and discourse in mat-
| ters of religion, neither violently defending -one, nor-with
| that common ardour and contention opposing another; yet in
despite nereof I dare, withdut usurpation, assume the honour-
\aple style of a Christian," | i :
\ N : ;

' The two men who, living, tel&ieﬂy nfluenced William Osler's

o : : g L,
life, and the one man, long dead, have been introduced. There will i {\"\’

be one other,

b bpam 1oy 0 Bl F o Tun b RanlTT oty o
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: very stiff examinations they were, held ¢n successive days in Algebra,
Euclid, Greek (iedea and Hippolytus), the Cé.techism, Irigonometry, Latin
' 4 : s § |
Prose, Roman History, Pass Latin (Ferance), Classics (Honours), How he
' got through his trigonometry with his dislike of mathematics is difficult -
to conceive, And certainly the Catechism test was searching enough
f{ without the influence of the bolyzoas to have 3 s e
% : choice of a career, There were eighteen questions, inciuding such as;
& .
T 11, Show that the Holy Spirit is both a person and divine, -
£ 12. Bternal life is distinguished as being initial, partial,
L T o : and perfectional, Explain and illustrate under each head
' : ' » from Scripture. i : :
5 /"
A ?
‘ | Bt
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