
, SLOT-MAOÏlINE CURES. 
• RINCIPLE OF MEDICINE BY CONTRACT. , St. Bartholomew's Hospital and College (Ofd Btudents') dinner took place last evening in ihe great hall, under the presidency of Dr. H, ' 

Le,wis .Ton~. ,, ,, 
1 

. '.the Chai.rman, in proposing '' The Hospital r 
'and Medical School," remarked that a matter ! · mhich concemed them ver, . much was the ' 

' Insura~ • Act in it.s effecta· both upon the working an!;} UI)'O~ the finances of the hospital, and aleo. in ita effect upon them as medical p~tionerS: • The Act , BOÙght . to alter the 
relàtion'1>etween the doctor and his patients 'by,fütrodùcing< the pringiple of medication by coqj,rad. > If tlie treat.inent of thé sick WH 
~bâply 1" matter of supplymg bottles of medi• •~e,.:..~he situation might-be ~et by a whole­sale srstem of contracting, or even by a system 
of. .coupons, or by means of a slot machine, witb:' stock medicines to,.fi.t the. different ail­raêrUB. ··1 _The medical profession, however, felt lhat~t.li~ êontract principle, by destroyiog tbe 

doctor's ·independeot· position, was. certain to . BJ>O~ .tlie-~roper relation_ betw~ doctor a~d 
paj1~ .. and to lead to difficultieii and to fric­

. iipn. which could .hârdly_ be estimàted before-
4haµt., lt w•às this difficulty, a.nd not the exact . 

• ~~t. of the capitation fee, whicn made the 
'. p:fovisiou.s of the Insurance Ac.t distasteful. So 
'. -~ -u 'the hospital would Qe 'concemed in pro-

. 'Vlding fQr the, needs"of thë InsUl'ance--Act, the' 
s,,biect.· was under the considératio'n of' a joint ootDlIJ,,ittee , of 'thé hospital and· of the school, 
and rtpe. rècommendations of th.ai coinmittee wWld- shortly bé made public. • -. " Sir,G. Acipn Davis (acting treasurer of the apital) ré~:nded. • • . • . • · • • ~ -..;WïU~ 9§/f • (RegiÛs Profese.or · of 

,:~ cine, • mver~1V ?f :oxford), -responding 
it,o ~toast.of -" Tb.e 'Vis1tora,''· remarked that 
"Kr:ûger;,had found Engl~d 0'a kingdoin and thlM! .. mâaè 'her a gred lmperiâl Empire.• In 
f.he aame· wây -they had , to~· tJ:iank Mr. -Lloyd 

''Georgè ,(laughtèr -t1nd ehéers): 'Fhëy-had never ~hacvsuch-a benefaètor. ,:,He had ieome down 
1nto'-iJte-m1-he , did not. ' '!fay lin wl)ich side .'(mJ)gh;er}-1:>u~ ' u .... e:n· angel • he chad' troubled 
-!q.e ,ppôl and '~oubled them. ',bu.t. .out. '. of it 
• ~ -d~•lip~_ w;émld • ~e..;c . Whàtever el:56 
Jé4me.; 911t a( Ui.e Insurance ~ ~ tli.i& w~a·sure .. 
1.~ ,;'odmf,;.~ never,again woùltf ihê men who 

. \'hJ,d/ \cft~';for the l>()Or .of :th.ê. cquntey be &W'êated .fq 'tlieir proféssional ":'brethret1. .. had 
· ~ S'We&Wci-in' th:e. past. Anotlier thlng was 

i tbat'')he :.Aœ 'had \)rought; the medical profes­sion ~i~ aolÎdarity they had"iiever before 
' poss~. He nad, however, . no doubi that 

-they ·'. oould .atèer clear of the rocks of ttade 
'Ùllionism. • 

The question of the Insurance Act and the 
~ hospitals wa.s a thorny one. The hospitnls • 

could no longer be entirely voluntary; they had got to accept the principle of taking 
, _...money from patients. That principle was not 
-. new, and there was no reason why it should mit be adopted. He would like to see the \ 

practice extended not only to the lower 
classes, but to anybody who could pay. The Duchess of Connaught had gone into a hospi­tal when taken i1l at MontreaI, and it would do the poor rich of this country a great deal of good, ,to be treated in the private wnrds of out hospitals instead of in nursing homes. While it would do Lady Vere. de Vere good 

to corne down into the hospital, it would also benefit the young doctors to attend the paying 
. patients there instead of in nursing homes. The idea was not an Anglican one, and 
would I)Of. perhaps be accepted readily, -but. 

, the jîn«1ing of the guineas might. help to heal the hurl that might be felt on the part of the. 
governors and staffs of the hospitals. Dr. Btraub (Professor of Opthalmology, Univer­sity of Amsterdam.) • also replied: Those present included Sir William Church, Bart. (presideni of ~ Royal Society of Medi­cine), 1Ur, Laµder ' Brunton; Bart., Bir F. 
Champae79, • Bart. - , (èbairman, Midwives 

• Board). 8ir' Dyce Duckworth, Bart., Dr. Wil­
mœ l!e.rritu!hapi • (rice-chanœllor, University_ 
of Loolion). Professor Howard M.arsh (Master 
o1 Do1'Din, College,- Cambridge), Sir Ronald Rosa, }{.C.B .• Sir -,~thony 1Bo.wlhy, C.M.G., 
Slr Frocfenek Braasnaw, K.C.B., Dr. Shipley ~•• of Cbrist's College, Cambridge), Bir 

· Jam~ l'~ (D~r-Oeneral of the Navy), ~-- P. Swinford Edwards;·Dr-.Beckman and 
Dr. Bn&aat.Ji·(U.8.A.), Dr. Nonnan Moore, Mr. 
Jessop, )Ir. C. :S. Lockwood, M'r. James Berry, 
and Mr. E. J. Layton, Mr. H. L. Florence, Mr. P. L. Blythe and Mr. H. Bird (&lmoners), an.li M.r. H. l'. Waring_(eecretarv). -· -·- -....... 
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