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ANADA'S PLACE |
. Lpchure BY DR. osLER

- The announcement that Dr. Osler, the Regius

essor of Medicine, would lecture in the
Assembly Reom. City Buildings, on Saturday
iterpoon, on “‘ Canada’s Place in the Empire,”
ttracted a crowded audience. The meeting took
ace under the auspices of the League of the
Empire, which is a non-political organisation

iment and the consolidation of the Empire.

Colonial Histpry) occupied the chair, and said
he name of ‘the lecturer was a household wor

d those who did not know of him in any other

apacity had read in the halfpenny Press of the:

fo put every Professor over the age of 60 into.
he meltimg-pot. Dr. Osler would, no - doubt,

have a marvellous record to tell them of pro-
press and” prosperity, but they must remember
phat the final test of nations was not their
matérial wealth, but the qualit{of the men they
ere giving forth, and it was because the great.
Dominion of Canada, tried by that test, answered
grue that they could look with confidence to her
nture-—(applause). He had ‘been asked to an-
hounce that the Oxford Branch of the League
proposed  to hold an exhibition and sale of €olo-

elehrate Empire Day, in the grounds of the Rad-
pliffe Infirmary. General French would address

which aims at the development of Imperial sen- |
Professor H. E. EGERTON (Beit Professor of m

érrible “iconoclast who was reported to desire |

Theé national feeling had b
hial products and curiosities this summer, to.|fr

A public meeting, and it was earnestly desired
hat every member of the Empire League should !
] i a gre?t l
. : caid |
By the ‘domestic infelicities. which culminated in !

Mother Country lost, and lost most justly, the:
Colonies which some of the bravest of her sons’
jad  founded. But a vast territory remained
British, stretching to the frozem Pele and from -
he Atlantic te the Pacific; aparsely settled, little.
lown, and, so far as this country ‘was “con-
perned; - little valued. With” three great staples
pf commerce—fish, forests, and furs—she enjoyed
B lusty youth and gave promise of a vigorous
W hood. But the growth was slow, and it
was not until her capacity for producing the
igratest of all staples, corm, was realised, that
Lhe real value of the country became evident to

inhabitants and to the Motherland. Not
the

> least” striking indication of her vitality had
L the growth of an cational system. of.
which Canadians felt justly proud. The Univer-
teities had kept %?'ee. with the material evolution,
fand in Quebec, Montreal, Toronto, Kingston and
Winnipeg were institutions of sound learming,
inot only administering to the intellectual needs
'of the country, but rapidly becoming centres for
the diffusion of new knowledge. He could wish,
findeed, this ancient seat had technical schools
tsuch as those which adorned the campus of
#McGill University, Montreal, and which had been
tprovided by the generosity of her citizens—(ap-
“plause). Colleges had" translated the science of
‘the schools into the practical life of the farms
-and the dairies. And now a citizen of Montreal,
i Sir William MacDonald, had come forward with
a magnificent donation of mnearly one million
'sterling to build and equip an agricultural col-
‘lege near Montreal, in which the youth of the
tfarms, would_be.taught practical work in all de-
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the growth a national feeling that was very
encomraging. % Among .a large number of Cana-
m hat their country had not always had full
ju from ' the, United States, and the memory
of the renian Raid was still bitter. The most

serious “aspect in 'the relation of the countries |

young ggay?ﬁi;:. by the Wuited States,

bodibeen-the g;_eng! ‘absorption - of . so many
serious_this mi ioh had been' might be judged

L

m the fact in the 50 years ended 1300;
800,000 "Canadjans mdoved ‘across the border.
ately;@s they @l knew, there had been a strong -
ovement of ulation in.the other direction,
rtieularly f the North-Western States. A
second - and. much more: likely . possibility -was
at - with the growth of the country.in popula-

on ‘and power the national feeling® might be-
mé . so strong that Canadians might wish te
come  independent and Sever even the very

dizttoo. thare was at heart a feeling of resent-

How

ight ties that nmow bound them to the Mother

ountry. This was a contingency which had to

faced. The members of the. younger genera-
tions knew less and less.at first: hand-of the

.| Mother Country, “A great majority of them had

never seen Great Britain, and never would. For
those who were ®dorn of Ehglish;/patents and had
close affiliations with the Old Country it was a
different matter, but they must look forward to
a growing population without these advantages.
een fostered by a

Dbelief that the interests of Canada had not in-
equently been sacrificed, particularly to the

Unifed States. Thus the recent Alaskﬁg bngn-
dary decision was very unpopular. On the whale,

{ however, he did not think the desire to break

away from the Old Country was at all the domi-
nant feeling throughout Canada—(applause),- The
third possibility was the one present in the minds
of the great majority, namely, the persistence

)y th t o ] - p_fjthp 6£presentfs§atus with a certain re-arrange- = -
the Declaration of Independence in 1776 the ~ment of.the felations between the Mother Country

t
and thi lonies. At present the political ties

- were thé Governor-General and the Privy Coun-

eil. But there had been growing up gradually,
not only in ‘Canada, but”“in other parts of the

‘Empire, a feeling ‘which, he was ‘suze, wa.s‘des--
fluence on the -

tined to have a most important in
future of the race. In Canada 40 years ago, at
the time of Confederation, there was practically
no  national . spirit; : then there gradually de-

veloped a strong Canadian sentiment, which had -

been strengthened enormously in the recent phe-
nomenal growth of the country. And mow. we
ad reached the stage when many felt that, per-
haps, there was something even better than this
national spirit. We were witnessing, hoth here

lonies, the -birth of a new senti-

-

ment, a new spirit, wider and ultimately, he -

trusted, to be much more potent than any local
feeling—he meant the Imperial idea which had
at last captured the race—(applause). In this
matter he need net remind them how much they
owed to that great statesman, Mr. Chamberlain.
For over-sea Britons he was the first English
statesman who had made them feel that they
were of real importance to the Empire, and here
at  home he had tried to teach them to think
Imperially. How the honds between different
constituents of the Empire were to be tightened
was the problem before our statesmen. It seemed
a rational hope that the final solution may be a
federation of some sort, in which there would
be a preferential trade between the units and a
common plan of defence, the cost of which would
be distributed equally. He felt strongly that the
Mother ,Com‘l'tr.y sho::ld Aot have 1i:n bear the ex-
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m schools into

I the nation was the appear- -
! literature with certain distinctive
. The French Canadians had long /had the
lead in this direction, but now from the English
ress in Canada were issuing works on general
terature, history and fiction, which showed ‘an
extraordinary awakening of intellectual interests,
. The magazines issued.by the Universities at Mon. -
treal and Kingston
‘those of the older count
of al
ﬁ a grol;p of- Chanadxg.:o yoets, o
the people perish; wi ut - poetry, witho
strong sentix;:ent which seeks Iyrieal and other
i poetical forms of expression, a people could never
ireach 2 high plane ‘of _social development—;:ﬁ

But most important

Without  vision

As to the future of Canada
Pe mo uncertainty, so far at least as material
idevelopment was concerned.
vand downs, periods of trial and distress, as god

_as ‘individuals, &

for .nations bat it would

isafe prediction tg that some of those pre-
bt would live to “see 25-
British North® America; . wi

'supply capable of. feeding  the Empire. A vital
guestion here at home was.— 1t were we going.
g with these big daughters,

own-ups to have separate "estaiilishmenta.;-_Near-
relati better under such eon-
litions, and in this ‘case the good mother was,
perhaps, fortunate incgaving her children settled

n widely distant lands.. In ‘the case of Can

i > when the commercial advantages
f the union were qmsigemd', particularly in the
Inarine provinces, not, however, that there was
gver any party in the Deminion seriously in
& annexatien, but there were those who
1 -S0_far as Nova- Scotia. and New Ble;s—
¥ were concerned a. union “would have - been
ery advantageous. The stand-off attitude of the
nited States commercially, and the failure to
range a satisfactory treaty of reciprocity, had
ed out to be one of the most helpful things
an the development of Canada. . 1 upon

T OWn resources, she had to seek other markets |
nd she had found them. One. heard a great deal
a desire on the part of Americans to absorb
1 i think they looked across

e border with very covetous eyes. At least, he
could say from a very varied experience in the.
United States that one heard quite as often ex-
essions of opinion ganfavourable to annexation.
any Americans felt - that their country was
Jarge enough and their problems serious enough
iwithout annexing others, some of which were
ivery complicated. Fifteen or twenty years ago
‘one heard in some quarters rumours of annexa-
#ion. but that had disappeared, and with the
Femarkable prosperity of the country had come
£
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them:
_in the land

ucogxp"ayed favourably with ‘@iti

as an indication .of vitality was the advent Wh

i there ,was
_.eondition to-day.
the wond

initiated,
“the rh: t
lause

Fhere would be ups {hanks

or. 30. millions of people: - The -
»; with. & surplus. food ; series of lantern-slides,
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a rational hope- that the y py
federation of some sort,
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mn:ll??;b ted ally. ' He
istribu ually.
g:otvher anntl;q sHould not
nse of -policiug- the” who
tion of the
.Questions which must
men, but, after all, the s

- but was, -unfortunately,  prevented th h i
Bess.—The thanks were hearti cdod
o

Empire were to be tightened

final solution may be a
in which there would
*tween the units and a
Pl
elt strong a

B_ev‘e"ﬁo.be{r the ex-

Ionies—-(ap’pl':;er% f"i‘thetsi;!e ,vfer:;
be: settled by ounr states-
ent,"and that coul ;,ﬁ?“"tﬁdwg Ut of
Toad lor Gar 1 o

plan of defence,

eremiabs abroad

no . danger, and sure t was the

We onl w the beginning of
erful work which ‘this little island had

‘We must trust 'to the strong sense of
o ‘work out ’Zzlorxon‘s‘ _destiny—{ap-
in moving a cordial vote of
mentioned that the Mayor
present and move that ‘motion,

were. Y “accorded.

e was illﬁstifﬁted with an excellent

all of .
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