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(ATHENAEUM CLUB =
TO ADMIT VISITORS

, 'HAT the Athenaeum ho,s éec!de}d“l
r to bow to the modern spirit| ;
and admit visitors will astonish
those who know anything about this
famous 'London club..prgbq.ply the |
most famous club in the world, |
While there may be a great deal of
truth in the remark made by Lord
Acton to the effect that the real aris-
tocrats of clubland in this genera-
tion are those who stay away, . the
Athenaeum can probably hoast  a
' | more distinguished list of - members
| than any other club in the world. It
has beéen. distinguished and exclusive
i| ever since it was founded. - Of the
'l muster roll of Athenaeum members
i in 80 years, as is noted by . P, Col-
;;tg lins, in the Boston Transcript, no
feWer than 70 have been buried in |¥]
ig Westminster Abbey, and atzout three
f| dozen in St. Paul's, a record that no
‘| other club in Englang can boast or
[ is ever likely to equal. It was a
| matter of extreme difficulty to gain
| admittance to the Athenaeum, and
k) scholarship was supposed te be the
| chief recommendation to a new mem-
- | ber. But under one of its rules a
| distinguished person may be invited
1| to become a member. Kipling was
| admitted under this rule, but Thack-
| eray, who was also a member, used
| to rather boast that he had  not
| sought this “sedong storey” method
| of gaining admittance, but had taken
| his chances by the ballot,
| Hard to Get in.
] How dangerous these chances
i} Were in the old times days, whenH
‘| Croker, Rogers, or Greville had a
voice in the matter, is indicated by a
story they tell of Rogers. One day
| when he was attending the election
committee g young peer was propos-
‘I ed who had everything, to recommend
him—good looks, wealth, brains ang
popularity. Rogers squirmed under
the catalogue of virtues, but at last
exclaimed : ‘““Thank God ! he's got 11
bad teeth.” Whereupon he dropped
in the black ‘ball, and the candida-
ture of the beer was brought to an
end. It was under a portrait of
Rogers that Sydney Smith, another
4thenaeum member, wrote “Painted
during his lifetime,” thus indica,tlng
the ghastly, death’s head appearance
of the poet, one of whose*chief de-
lights was to black-ball intrepid per-
Sons who offered themselves .88 mem-
{ bers in the famous club, A7
'l Made Famo by Hook,

Among t e

Bt e i -l i

R e e

A

Wi_lsqn"‘pngkezg e Qua
viewer,, Who anpears In, 0}
“Rigoy, " and once defee

in _debate; Sir alter tt; - Sir
Humphy  Davy.  “Farraday - Sir

Thamas Tawrene. nNaimban. A




{ in deba;e; Sir  Walter Scott, Sir
Humphy  Davy, . Farraday, = Sir !
Thomas Lawrence,, the painter; ‘Tom |’
| Moore, and Theodore Hook. it i
| | remarkable indeed that it should |
| have been left 'to a rake and practi-
L | cal joker like Hook to, give the Athe-
1

Naeum its first great.Teputation as a1
| home of men of Wit and wisdom. Yol
it ‘'was Hook, and a few friends who
gathered round him at a table known
ironically as ‘Temperance Cor- i
ner,” who produced the epigrams and| 4§ !
witticisms that spreag through Lon- b

don and established the reputation of £
the Athenaeum. It is said that when
» | Hook departed, the club’s  coffee
L | house receipts fell off by £300 a year.
) That the Athenaeum did not seek a
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reputation as a hardrdrinking club,
despite its old debt to Hook and
other bon vivants, is indicated by a
story to the effect that on one oc-
casion a member demandeq gin, and
finding that there Was none in the
club, did not abate his demands. S5
a bottle was procured. and placed
upon the sideboard, duly labeled,
“Col. F’s Bottle of Gin.”

Library its Chief Boast.

" Another story, however, indicates
the sound judgment of the Athe-
naeum stewards in the matter of
Wwines. Every Summer when the
| chub is being renovated it exchanges
.| members with the United Servics Club
| over the Way., and it is reldtea
{that on one occasion when two griz-
| zled veterans were sipping the Athe.
§ natum port with gusto, not unmixed
with respect, ore remarked to the
{ other: “Really, these middle classes
| do themselves véry well.” However,
it is its library that is the chief boast
of the Athenaeum, ang probably it
was 80 in the day when Landseer,
{ who was no wit, remarked as he was
eating a steak in the Athenaeum:
“They say there is nothing like
leather; this steak /1t A list. of
some of the more distinguished mem-
£ | bers show that the Athenaeum can
5 | afford to smile in g dignified manner
at any aspersions upon its cuisine,
Fland that a club of such noble tradi-
L | tions may be excused if it affects an
air of superiority to other clubs.

g Some Famous Members.

Carlyle used to be a member,
»|{ though he rarely appeared there, and
said little or nothing when he did.
t | Manning used to look in, but Newman
declined an invitation to join when he
| was at the height of his Oxford fame. |}

Darwin was a member, but appeared |
[ | rarely, but others who assembled
there regularly were Nassau Senior,
| the authority on sport: Richard Bur-

ton, the Arabian scholar and explorer; |
P Lytton, the novelist; Greville, the |
diarist; James Smith, of the “Rejected ;
Addresses”; Frank Buckland, the |
naturalist; Leighton, the painter and |y
‘Academy president; Hamley, of “The §
/Art of War”; Chinnery, editor of the g
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Times; Rawlinson, the Ninevite anti-
guary; and Trollope, the novelist.
“Nothing under a Bishop” was the
| rough and ready rule of membership
{in the Athenacum, and, while this
rulée may have been disregarded on
1 | Ooccasions, the club was still the most
51 exclusive in London, the very citadel

of clubland it has been called. Now
Yt lets down the drawbridge.
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