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luserted in. Iietas uxcnienais 

2 u :...: ... t "':' b ury .tto ad 
u:xford. 

Your lett er was the first tüir1g that c augü t ,:1y eye ~vh~ri. 1 arri v ed. 
at the J:odleia.n as a half timer aftc,r d. three week.s' br8a1rdow:n. It 
had just baen d~liv0red. 

1 have T,vaitqd so long to a..tlS,,3r it in ord::.ir to be able to tell 
you the seguel ta various things. 

1fuen I 1,rote ta you last, 1rnrries d.r; sing out of rny atitutory 
VisitorshiJ.l of the n.shmoleu.m, a.ad c,y vain ,atter.1]tS ta get the :majority 
of r.iy f9ll Ovv visitorcl to do as l consld13r9d tl.1.ey ought to do by the 
University, had. run œ,:y .3lee_p very low, but still 1. had.n«t had .,o tak>3 
to dru.gs ::..ga.iJ.1. 

'1'üen CJ.Lie a ueeting of the vd.talo6u~ revLüon commit.tee, i-,resided 
over by the V .o .. {as usual; .. 

1. have a.lwaya been afraid. of this vice uhancellorship. .rrnthing 
can exceed the v .u. 's cordiality of manner to use in s1,eech and letter,, 
but nev9rthelesa h_e is the greatest danger 1 have to ccntend. wi th. 

He has had no ad.rainistrative e:x.i,erieüce hünself \so far as 1 i.illOWf 
and hB seems to set no vJ.lue by mine, but to ta..i.ce u.p at once any 
opinion or suggestion o:pposed to what 1 think.. .lie is an oligarch and 
a. :philoliga.rch, and not the man to have muoh real "varmth in the "cookles 
of his hea.rt•; V'? cockles çc o-w,J:::o;i?) for a socialist individ.ualist like 
mysel:f. ..,,_ ~ 

,vell,. this meeting of the 0atalogue revision vom.mittee was not 
willing to allow me_ to be .e,resent for the latter i.,a.rt of its session 
th_oug1L 1 and !12i the aura.tors are tüe sole cata.logueing authority 
1..mder the ~tatute... ,iliat I heard after the meeting about the resol 
utions led _.1e to call on the v.c. at once, and that interview increased 
my a:pJ:Jrehensions. .itor the L .. rat time for 2 months 1 couldn' t get to 
slee~ without trional. 1 took it at 4.45. a.m. and f~ll aslee~ 
a.bout 6.3vI 

.. ~Y slee:p continued.- very had, and in a. few d.33s the arsenic in my 



medicine bega.n to poison me. 
a.p.Peti te fell away wofully. 
and. ny speel remained bad. 
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.Ltett er of' ~"' W. B. Nicholson 

I had continual nausea, and 1II3' 
1 t was deys be for e 1 recovered from thi s , 

'l.'he Sunday aft er .&.mas it was wet and i didn, t go out, but tried 
to alee:p in a.n a...-vm chair with my legs hanging down. .a.t night I 
found I 1 d got oedema ill. them.:x Next dey- Dr . Gray told me to wind Ul) 
r.zy work at the Library and go to hed,. where he ke:pt me lo days. .Re 
also thought h.e had let me go back too soon a.f'ter my similar illness 
in ''arch, and made me sto:p at h.ome a. further 10 da.ys. 

A.11 the sam.e the illness was milà.9r thaE in lviarch. Then it was 
5 weeks h,qfore the a:pe:x beat got b.a.ck to i ts ,:place , th=h-s time at most 
only 11 d.~a.. ~t\.n.d Dr . Grey was very much non J-,llÎl.Ssed by the slow 
ness and com};)arative ateadines.s of' the heart and l)Ulse as contrasted 
wi th their u.sual extrema e:xcitability wh.enever I a.m being exan:üned . 

I t.av e now be en doing full work some time, nev Flr get less than 
6 heurs slee:p. a.n.d feel better than I have for nearly 2 yearspast._ 
I forgot te say that wi th my increased worrles in November s:pa.srnodio 
dyS]D.O ea. b..ad ccme back, not this time of the Oheyne--Stokes tyl)e 
l or very rarelyJ.1: but harô. and rapid,: ]la.guing me a great dea.l by 
dey as well as by night .. This has no,\ disaf:Pea.red a.gain .. 

Th.at sam.e Comr.ü ttee has held two m.ore .neetings ,. one .vhile I was 
conv ale seing, to 1'lb.ich I got ne su1,J.J:11ons,, and the other last Fridey-. 
They have worried m':l greatly, but as I got sever,. hou.rê slee:p after 
their laat meeting I mnst con6ratula.te ny"'elf. I 1No11 1 t go into 
d.etails cf their meetings, because I wa.nt to kee1:, my rrJ.i11d off the.m 
as much as ,Possible. The v .c. is ah,ays in the chair. 

, . 
Yesterd~ there wa.s a a:pecial meeting of the Board to r.1eet Lord 

B.alf'our of 1:mrleigh and ~':r. Bond iE connection vüth the underground 
storage chamber. There is every likelihood that the Tru\stees when 
they r:1eet ma few weeks time wil! agree· to of'fer th9 money. But 
there se emed. a very ser .1 ous danger tha.t tney would insist on a minute 
re i:r;.vesti6a,tion for tr...e:r.:1$elves of _peints wnich h.J.d been thoroughly 
thrashed out iL Oxford, and that we were still an incalculable distance 
from the realization of our ho_1;es . Eîo,; t:..1ere is a chance t~iat the 
ma.tter may get before eonvoca.tion ne:xt erm, and the work begin i:u 
the Long . Fortuna.tely the trumel and lift questions have heen 

X It seems te me that all rny r.:.eart troubles h~ve been due to tsn.l)ora.ry 
u3rvous causes~ 6 eüerally through loss of slee~~ very dcctor tells 
m9 that mu.sole itself is strong. 
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Lett er of Ti. ,v. B. Nicholson 

relega.ted. to the fu.ture.. I fointed out tha.t they 1.1u;:;;t be consid 
9red in connexion ·,üt1. the ~.:.i.iiita.ry d.rra.J.~gr:ents, a.w.d. tha.t it wa.s 
de;;:;ir'.1ble t::ctt .n should wa.i 1., for your retu.r11 before dealir,.g ûi th 
them. Of cour,3e th9y -,üll not- in LiP. least i:4tefere w1th tr..e 
ieley, thi:; cor:,fl9tion of· the st or~e c1.ci.wber. 

I W6.S gL1.d to fL.kd you leaving la.ris. I fear-3d. tha.t the 
dcotors there would1 .. 't ~ you till ycll.'d. given a course of lectures 
at ev?ry Lledical scllool in Iaris. .Ar.J.d. I J.lu. net ôUl"e that they 
hav8n't made ycu do so. I'm relieveëL te fL . .1.d. th,.;:.t you ha.vGn't ;:;one 
one to Lyont 

,füen I. fèll ill I wa.a just 0 oing to ~.ri t,:i a.r.i.d. as.k if yau' a. 
acce.1; t from n.e sor1e ::.im.:.11 li terary offqring at the begi:nning of th8 
year, ar1.d. if so wou.ld. you kind.ly suggest sonething.. usually such 
off?ri::.:gs co .. _sist of ,vllat on•';J a.lrea.dy ha.s,. or of o.n :.i.thor one h}.iS 
à.et 0rni.ned never to rea.d anoi:;hE!r lin" "of'[ You have 1,robably read 
so mu.ch more cf at ill recs.._t filnglis.h lit~rato_re tha.n I, in ycur 
lo. 6 rail',.i:ly j,ourneys and. on your voyages, that I d.oü.bt if I am 
li.Ksly to be able to rFrn .. L,.à. you of a:nytni __ 6 . But I,-v3 .f)Ut do\m 
on th,:; enclosed. soue ]?rose an.d verse things, and should be glad 
if ycu .vould.. l.,.t me hav9 it back with notes of .matev~,r wculd be 
acce;pta.ble ... I.f thcre is apythir~!S. ::;il,ss you' d. ,.wrefeE_, :Qlc.ase i:,ut 
it down e.g •. an,y good Lllustrated. books of- Britis.::. sce11ery. 

J.t the sarue tü,1e \~ould. you rJ.ind. B3iYl.n.g of our 19ù~ Sta.f'f' 
Kalendar w:as ever fcru:;..rd.ed to ycu'? If :c.c1,, 1 ii: ... oo.ld. ll-6:.3 te i.--o.st 
Jeu J. cc1y for ycu to read the new 1--reface a.nd. list of contents. 

I sup1-ose that . .rher.,_ you' ve à.one Italy you wcr..'t be ha_p1,y 
withcut at-ter,.diLg t:1at medical congress in J.ustria. cr G'3rua.rzy to 
wlüch ycu. ,vqre d.e-l3 6 ated by thJ U11iversity, a.J.d. in arzy Ci.Sa you. 
wiLl .1:rcbably n..ct be:, here for 1..1crn. tl:.a.n a few d.~s ti11. L,ctober. I 
.~3.s ju.st c;;oi....,.6 t c se.y t: ... at if I c :m d.o a.~zythin.s for you ycu 1:u.st 
1,lease tell fo.e, S:.nd tLat rewi.nd.s ne t:1at I ilaveu't a.L.~.vs.::-ed. a iUS;;;;tio.ü 

ycu è.Sked ue. The Ra.lcliffe Libra.ry certa.inly l:..,;;i,d. tcc.;;e& ir.i. it as 
f.;.:.:r." ba.c.ir ..... s s,:;ccnd. t~:ird of tb, 18th. c,::mt., ,,hen i t wsmt m for 
ccllecting Crie.c_ta.l :,:SS. Is v.as:n't s_p<=icialized. for r:..ed.icine ai..i.d 
natura.l ~cience till 1811 .. rrcbably .,L-.n. ycur J.,1;:,hcr viait'3d it 
tL.1 bco.K.B i..,.3re se few ~;.;;. to ji.1;:;;tify a .:,...:,rcastic reSerence to its 
... li.1 tir.i.ess. ~ven if th1=1 ... :1elves h,;l,d. bei:,n full {for the basement 
,.ia.:i not 5helved. till we ,,.::ra 6rcwin6 UJ:.)),.. the à.ib1ro1ortior. betwe'3n 
the c;i,CC01.11ucd.ati on th0y 6 ~v s a.w.d. th9 ;:,i ze of the bui ld.ing wouli h J.V P. 

heen, as it still is, lu.dlcrous. 

Pl"' .:.s8 t1 l 
1~:ra. O.::. li:,r 

• r.:..e how ycu. a.na. 
ar":l. 

SiLc:.:ely youre, 

E. .i. B • N ICH OLS 01' • 
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]?.S. to my lstter. (y~, 
uxford.. 

I 108t ycu a CCJ:lY of th/3 Staff K·:kle.l,_dar.. If you ' va a.lready 
h3.,d. it, the Biblioteer Vittoria ,:rnau.uele ru.iJ:lt likEi it: Th~ Vatican 

,:i.11 I Wd.nt you to loc.K d.t is tLe ... rBface to L:.e KJ.leLdar, v,hich 
wi!..l sho., you tl ... at I hdve _,ri':ld. to d.evolve on othera all tha.t, wa.s 
:gossible ta devolve, a11à. the index te the su:p]l1r.:1snt, the l,nick 
tyJ?e in .~hich. will ""how you th'? n~w aections. Tt.:.e ir.:.dex of Library 
forms 6 ive-s ~ idea. o.f the extent to .1!:üch ,va ·.1crk by r~J.cilin9r;y_. 

Dr. Gray h:1s begn very 1,oorly for ths 13.bt fort1ùJ).l.t. I .w:ow 
frorn him thc.1,t it id sow3 iigestive troüble (hi"" d.l 6 e,.,tion is a. .-_,eak 
cne) •. l haven't v0en hirn for the last teu. daJ'S beca.use I ·.ould.n' t 
bot.,h"'r lürr,. but Lavt:3 called fr9g_u91ltly. I do1:. 1 t thi:nk it,s serious 
but I :vo11d.ered. w:.ether if you vœote :b . ...im a few lines, a.:.1d asKed him. 
Let to reply 1.,:::.2.l h.à w~s g,_ctils .,ell ~gain, it mightn't che<1r :t.irr... u,1:. 
I . as.ked his l)age yea t erd..1y if ..uzy .r;,·10 e ,vc:..s at t e.ndin6 ::: ... ir.1, and. hl? L:..id 
Dr. Collier c9.r..:1e noi;v and. a..gai.u.. I 1 r3.:.UL.e if it .,v:ere it e.ll serious 
Dr. C. would. coL.e at l <; J..:; t. d.J..l ly. 1:'àreov er , 1 kno 1~· Dr. '.}r~ h as se en 
l}:.l.ti':.'Lts a.t hi.s hœ.1e only a fe,~ d,.,ys a 6o. 
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