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Ingserted in Fietas Uxoniensis

in Memory of Sir Thomas Bedley, Knt.

From BE. W. B. Nicholson.

2 Ganterbury Road
vuxford.

Dear Ugler,

Your letter was the first thing that caught my eye when L arrived
at the bodleian as a half timer after a three wesks® breakdown. i1
had just been deliversd. i

i+ have waited so long to answer it im order to be able to tell
you the sequel to various things.

When I wrote to you last, worries arising out of my statutory
Vigitorship of the Aghmoleum, and my vaim attempts to get the majority
of my fellow visitors to do as L counsidered they ought to do by the
University, had run my sleep very low, but still i hadn’t had to take
te drugs againe

Then came a meeting of the catalogue revision committes, presided
over by the V.Ca (a8 usualj.

L have always been afraid of this vice Chancellorship. Nothing :
can exceed the V.C.’s cordiality eof manner to use in speech and letter,
but nevertheless he is the greatest danger L have to contend with.

He has had no adminigtrative experience himself (so far as L krowj
and he geems to set no value by mine, but to take up at once any ' .
opinion or suggestion opposed te what L think. He is an oligarch,and
a. philoligarch, and not the man to have much real warmth in the "cockles
of his heart®: (? cockles -~ coemydunm’) for a socialist individualist like
myself. X ~ CGremtlume

well, this meeting of the Catalogue revision Gommittee was not
willing to allow me to be present for the latter part of its sessien
though 1 and pot the Curators are the sole catalogueing authority
under the Statute.. What I heard after the meeting about the resol
utions led me to call on the V.C. at once, and that interview increased
my apprehensions. For the first time for 2 months L couldn’t get to
sleep without trional. i took it at 4.45. a.m. and fell asleep
about 6.3ul

My sleeﬁ continued very had, and in a few days the arsenic in my
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medicine began to poison me. I had continual nausea, and my
appetite fell away wofully. it was days before L recovered from this,
and my speel remained bad.

the Sunday after imas it was wet and i didn’t go out, but tried
to sleep in an arm chair with my legs hanging down. At night I
found I*d got cedema in them.* Next day Dr. Gray told me te wind up
rmy work at the Library and go to hed, where he kept me 10 days. He
also thought he had let ms go back too soon after my similar illness
in March, and made me stop at home a further 10 days.

All the same the illness was milder than in HMarch. Then it was
5 weeks before the apex beat got Baeck to its place, this time at most
only 11 days. And Dr. Gray was Very much non pliissed? by the slow
ness and comparative gteadiness ef the heart and pulse as contrasted
with thelir usual extreme excitability whenever I am being examined.

I have now been doing full work some time, never get less than
6 hours sleep. and feel better than I have for nearly 2 years past.
I forgot to say that with my increased worries in November spasmodic
dyspnoea had come back, not this time of the Cheyne-Stokes type
(or very rarely), but hard and rapid, plaguing me a great deal by
day as well as by night. This has now disappeared again.

That same Committee has held two more meetings, one while I was
convalescing, te which I got mo summons, and the other last Friday.
They have worried me greatly, but as I got seven hours sleep after
their last meeting I must congratulate myself. I won?’t go into
details of their meetings, because I want to keep my mind off them
as much as possible. The V.C. is always in the chair.

Yesterday thefte was a spgecial mesting of the Board to meet Lord
Balfour of Burleigh and ¥r. Bond in connection with the underground
storage chamber. There is every likelihoed that the Trugstees when
they meet im a few weeks time will agree:r to offer the money. But
there seemed a very serious danger that they would insist on a minute
Te investigation for themselves of pcints which had been thoroughly
thrashed out in Oxford, and that we were still am incalculable distance
from the realization of our hopes. Now there is a chance that the
matter may get before Qonvoc&tiocn next erm, and the work begin in
the Laong. Fortunately the tumnel and 1lift gquestions have been

X It seems to me that all my heart troubles have been due to temporary
nervous causes, generally through loss of sleep. @=very doctor tells
me that muscle itself is strong.
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relegated to the future. I pointed out that they must be consid
ered in connexion with the sanitary arrangments, and that it was
desirable that we sghould wait for your return before dealing with
them. Of course they will not in the least intefere with the
delay, the completion of the storage chamber.

I was glad teo find yow leaving Faris. 1 feared that the
doctors thera wouldn’t let you till ycu*d givem a course of leetures
at every medical schoel in Paris. And I am not sure that they
haven’t made you do so. I’m relieved to find that yow haven’t gone
cne to Lyonk

When I fell ill I wasa just going to write and ask if you?’d
accept from me some small literary offering at the beginning of the
year, and if so would you kindly suggest something. Usually such
offerings consist of what cne already has, or of an athor one has
determined never to read anmother line ofl You have probably read
8o much more of at all recent HEnglish literature than I, in your
long railway Jjourneys and om your voyages, that I doubt if I am
likely to be able to remind you of anything. But I?ve put down
on the enclosed some prose and verse things, and should be glad
if you would let me have it back with notes of whatever would he
acceptable. If there is anything else you?d prefer, please put
it down e.g. any good illustrated books of Pritish scenery.

At the same time would you mind saying of our 1908 Staff
Kzlendar was ever forwarded to you? If nat, I should like to past
you a copy for you to read the new preface and.list of contents.

I suppose that when you?ve done Italy you won’t be happy
without attending that medical congresa in Austria or Germany to
which you were delegated by the University, and in any case you
will grebably not be here for more than a few days till Oectober. I
was just geoing to say that ifel can do anything for you you must
please tell me, and that reminds me that I haven’t answered a question
you asked me. The Radcliffe Library certainly had bocks in it as
" far back as second third of the 18th cent., whem it went im for
collecting Oriental MSS. Is wasn’t specialized for medicine and
natural science till 18l11l. Probably when your author visited it
the books were so few as to justify a sarcastic reference teo its
emptiness. -~ Bven if the shelves had been full (for the basement
was not shelved till we were growing up), the disproportion betweea
the accommodation they gave and the size of the bulldlng would have

been, as it still is, ludicrous.
Sincerely yours,

Please tell me how you' and B. W. B. NICHOLSOKN.
Mrs. Osler are.
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