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NAVAL WAR COLLEGE Vg

NEWPORT, RHODE ISLAND
7 May, I920.
My dear Doctor Cushing:

In the Journal of the American lledical Associa-
tion for Mareh 27, 1920, I note that you are collecting matgrial for
a biography of the late Sir William Osler. I have pleasure in sending
you herewith nine original communications from him, which I have ar-
ranged in chronological order, with approximate dates, where omitted
by him, adding to‘each a short note explanatory of the contents, when
this seemed advisable.

I realize that this is a small contribution toward your effort, but

these short letters and cards are evidence of his abounding nospltal—
toward

1ty/and 1nterest in American visitors to England during the war,

I had the honor of being the Navy representative among a group of

 medical officers assigned for ebservation duty abroad in Apxril, 1916.

| It developed 1ater that Slr William Osler was 1nstrumental in brlng—
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{ ing about thls the flrst detail of offlcers to duty of thls character
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to our allles. Tha other members of the m1881en were Colonel Alfred B
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Bradley M.C.,U S A.,Lleutenant-Colonels W J.L Lyster and Clyde Se. Ford,

MeCo,UeBele In the Journal of the American Medical Association, June
17,1916, under "Medical News", there appears a notice of a dlnner at
the Athenaeum Club, Londen, given in noner of this medical missien,

by Sir Alfred Keogh and Sir William Osler. It was at this dinner that
the gmestion of responsibility for the sending over of the mission was
referred to by ﬁoth:Sir AFffred and Sir William, in remarks made by

them later in the evening, both dieclaiming responsibility and both
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declining to aecepf credit for the accomplishment. Sir Alfred Keogh
closed his remarks Wlth the statement that neither of them deserved
the credit for 1n1tiating the movement te\place medical observers a-
bread, that it beleﬁgéd to a woman. The facts, so far as they concern
Sir William Osler, are as folloWs:.Early in 1916, Mrs. Whitelaw Reid
found herself seated besidé Sir Alfred Keogh at a dinner in Londen.
The eonvérsatien touched this question of medical observers and some
comment regarding the apparent indifférenoe of our authoerities teo the
impértance of having medical‘observéﬁé abroad was made, and elicited
from §ir Alfred the statement that he would be very glad te extend a
hearty welcome to any group of oééervers 6fficially designated, and
that he would speak to Sir Williém Osler about the matter. Tne 1atteri
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is said te have wrltten the Presiﬁent, and seon after the dbove—men-

——

tloned efficers Were @rdered te Lenden, Wwhere they found a comprehen~

- 81ve program of inspection of camps, hespitals, ambulance trains,
hoespital ships, ete., awaiting them,

I think that these facts'are‘of historical interest, and theV serve,
mereover, to emphasize again, though 1t needs ne emphasis, the never-
ending predigality of effert on the rart of Sir William Osler, where
the interests of American medical men were concerned.

'I em, with kind regards,

Sin%%feiy youréz (212;1 ; E

Frank Lester Pleadwell,

Doctor Harvey Cushing
Captain, Mediecal Corps,

Peter Bent Brigham Hospital,
UeSeNavy.
Boston, lMass,

P.S. I had the pleasure of meeting you at Donald Armour's in

London,May 28,I917.



Notes appended to letters from Sir William Osler to Captain
Frank Lester Pleadwell, lledical Corps,U.S.Navy, between liay

16,1916 and December 3I,I1917.

Letter No. I. 47//@/

A letter of invitation to spend the week ené‘ after presenta-
tion of a letter of introduction from Dector W.S.Thayer of Balti-
more. Respecting this visit I find the following in my diary:

May 20,1916, A cordiél welcome from Sir ¥William and Lady Osler

at their charming house in Norham Gardens. lirs. Chapin and Miss
lsckenzie with them. Sir William shows me my room and invites
attention to the conveniently placed lights over the head of the
bed&, and to an assortment of volumes on the bedside table, which

on inspection later 1 found sufficiently varied to meet the most
exacting of readers.(I did not find the iontaigne volume) a Religio
Mediei, of course, After the gloom and thickened atmosphere of

.London it was pleasant to sit om the verandah overlooking the gar-
den and sdjacent park, in bright sunlight, the birds singing and
the trees in full bloom, Sir William always enlivening the conver-
sation with his "quirks and fancies"; A guestion arises about irs.
Woodrow Wilsen's a%pestry, and Sir William has recourse to the en-
¢yelopedia to establish.some point, the alleged descent from Poco-

; hontas, I think, but in reading the reference he interpolates mat-
ter wholly irrelevant, with the object of mystifying liss Méckenzie.
He passes many drell comments on the change in time, which goes inte
effect this evening. Later we browse about his library, and he shows
me a recent acquisition, ef which he ig most proud, and rightfully
so, an almost perfect edition of Ambroise Pare's Anatomie Univer-
selle,1561,‘recent1y acguired from Paris, and he gleefully tells
that he secured it by only a narrow margin of priority ever other
applicants, one being eur'Surgeen-Geﬁeral’s Library in Washington.
(He has described this find at length in the Annals ef.Medical
History for Dec.,1917) I see a set of Benjamin Rush's Medical
Inguiries and Observations on his shelves, and call his attention {
to

/the case history in one of the velumes, perhaps one of the ear-

liest references in medical literature to the ceonrection between
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friendship of enduring gquality.

Létter No, 2.
Conveyed cards for the Libraries at the Royal Society of lMedicine and
the Royal Cellege of Surgeons. From these institutions I derived much
pleasuée and instruction during my leng stay in London, and met "the

genial 8cot"™ Professor Xeith, teo whom Sir William refers teo in the let-
ter.

Letter Neo. 3.

v

Paves the way for visits te the Hamstead Cardiac Hospital, where I la-
ter met Thomas Lewis, Sir James MacKenzie, lleakins, and others. The ref-
erence in this note about Rush and the teeth has been referred to pre-
viously.

Card Nel.
Netice of a demonstration te the Harvard Unit theh passing threugh

Londen, by “rofesser Keith, at the Reyal College ef Surgeons.

Card Ne., 2.
When the fisst visit to the British Front in France was arranged fer
July; 1916, : :
our medical mission,/I was on a visit to the Grand Fleet at Scapac
Flow, and so missed the'oppertunit& te ge. In September Sir Alfred
Keogh accorded me another chance to go. I have always thought that
Sir William, knowing of my disappointment, cevertly arranged this

visit fer me.

Card No., d.
This refers to a proposed call on Cel. Bradley and me, while we were
'visiting Tady(now Viscountess) Harcourt at Nuneham Ceurtney, which is
net far from Oxford. His failure te carry out the intention announced

in the communication was due te a call from some stranded American, at

some station down the line. Knowing his sympathetic attitude‘%ﬁw&rdlall
Americans, of high or low degree, whenevér any individual of this ﬁa—
tionality was in trouble anywhere within this particular precinet;and
perhaps beyend it; Sir William was appealed to, and he always responded.

In this insﬁanee I believe it was an impecunidus soldiers
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fecal infections and arthritis, appearing under the caption,™ An Account
©of the Cure of Several Diseases by the Extréction of Decayed Teeth".
Sir Williem had not seen this and urged me to record the obsérvation.

(I did so later, See Jr.A.M.A.,lMch,I15,1919,Vel,72,N0.II,p.81I7)

Barly the following morning(Sunday) we went to Radeliffe Infirmary,
where Sir William holds a elinic en uunday for the benefit of certain
medical students who are unable to attend all the week-day clinics. ThlS
action 1s illustrative of his ever-accommodating spirit, exerted,I fear,
at some expense of his vitality. Then we took a turn about the Colleges.
1t was a rare privilege to see these institutions under guidance of Sir .
William Osler. As we walked about the deserted guadrangles and cloisters,
it was poignantly‘borne in on one how greatly the war had depleted the
celleges of their students. Many of the fellews and students are already
on the rell of hener, and as Sir William said,these corriders have only
ghests-as occupants. We went over Christ's Church in some detail, as Sir
William is a Fellew of this cellege. He always attends at the evening
meal of the Vice-Chanceller and Fellows on Sunday, and it was my privi-

to the Great Hall

lege to accompany nlm/ln the evening, sitting at the dens table between
Vice-Chancellor Holland and Sir William, and later as we came to nuts
and port, proceeding to the "common roem"™, where I listened to a dis-
cussion between some FPellow and Sir William on an erudite subject in Gre-
cian history. Barlier in the day he had made a special point eof taking

te the Library
me/te see a first edition of Burton's Anatomy of lMelancheoly, and te the
Chapel to view a tablet te Robert Burten. In the afternoon the Army mem=-
bers of the mission come up. from Londen and we inspect the Third Southern
Territorial Hospital, which is located in a magnificent setting for a war
hospital, namely in the Examination Halls of the University. g
Barly the next morning we motored te Cliveden, where we went about ihe_

wards of the Duchess of Coennaughts Canadian Red Cress HOSpital. This in-~

stitution is placed in the grounds of Cliveden, that Jell—known coantry
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place now the preperty of the Astors. At lunch 1 had an opportunlty of

observing Sir William's popularlty with ehildren, for we 1unched with

Mre,Breok and the Astor children, the latter being engagedt in one grand
with Sir William :

frolie/throughout the meal. At one peoint Sir William and.the youngsters

were shying potatoes at each other.

I parted from my hest at this point, but frem this visit there grew a
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The reference to Rush signifies his intention te bring over his copy
s0 that I might perfect an account I had written about the "teceth"

business. None of the Londen editions of Rush had this case recorded.

Letter No. 4.
Refers to my propesed trip te Italy, and te a letter of introeduction
he gave me to Raffaele Bastianelli., The "Heavens, how I wish I could
go with you" I fellowed up with an invitation te come aleong. At this
time he was working himself to death. He was never quiet a moment,
and whenever I ran across hilm in London these days, he was ever
hurrying along on foot, with that nervoué rapid gait, but never toe
busy to stop and shoot a shaft of wit, er offer his services in some

direction or other.

Card Ne, 4.

Referring te the invitation te go to Italy.

Letter Ne. 5.

A letter upon hearing of my departure for the U.S.

Letter No., 6.

Refers to a letter I had written to tell of my detachment from

the medical mission and frem the Embassy, and te ask him to look

out for my successor there. |

I think the last time I saw Sir William was early in I917, when

Colonel Bradley'and I met hil at the Hampstead Cardiac Institute,and
accémpanied on & most instructive tour of the wards. He was at his very
best this day, full of witty references, talking in epigrams, and often
making illusions which went over the heads of many of us who were less
erudite. For instance, as we left he enjeined us te return soon, and re-
ferring to me said, "Pleadwell there should by all means repeat his
visit, as he ig a disciple eof Thebesius"., Neither Bradley were at that
time acguainted with Thebesius, and as a matter of fact I only recent-
1y located this medical anatomist in reading Howell's Physielogy.

One cold raw day in December Bradley and I were on our way to Cam-
bridge, te éee a open air hespital there. We ran acress Sir William

Jast at the foot of Suffelk St on Park Row. When he heard of our pro-
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posed trip te Cambridge, he saidTne medical wan should go te Cambridge
without meeting the second most celebrated medical man in Bngiand,
the Regius Professor of Physie, Sir Clifford Alibutt," and forthwith

he scribbled an introeduction on his vigiting card, and was coff.
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