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REPORT ON SUMMER VACATION ScH00OL FOR LIBRARTANS OF
RURAL SYSTEMS.

Arranged under the Auspices of the
UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.

SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP.

The Summer School was held at the University of Bristol in
the fortnight August 30th to September 11th, the earlier date
contemplated by the Librarianship Committee proving impossible
owing to the fact that the University Hostel was closed during the
previous month. There were 31 entries, and 30 Students attended
the Course, one withdrawing through illness after having registered.
Had various accidental delays in advertising the Summer School been
avoided, there would no doubt have been a larger attendance.
Thirteen of those who joined were regular Students of the School of
Librarianship; fourteen were librarians or assistants trom Library
Systems in Wales (6), Scotland (3), and England (5); three were
new to Library work, and of these two have now become full-time
Students.

Twenty-five Lectures were given—ten on the Practical Working
of Rural Libraries, by Mr. R. Wright; five on Classification, by
Mr. Sayers; five on Cataloguing, by Mr. Prideaux ; four on Book
Selection, by the Director; and one on Rural Library Systems, by
Col. Mitchell. The Students were expected to attend at every lecture, g
and, with few exceptions, this expectation was realised. ~ All the v
lectures were carefully adapted to the special requirements of the rural !
librarian, and were made thoroughly practical, with illustrations on
the blackboard, from books, and by actual appliances. Those on
Book Selection, for example, dealt largely with ways and means of
educating country readers in the intelligent use of books, and
of encouraging them to choose wisely for themselves. Stress was i
laid on the importance of cultivating local initiative.

The Students were taken on organised visits to the Somerset
County Repository at Burnham, the Bristol Public Libraries, and the
Bath City Reference Library; a number also visited the Wilts
County Repository at Trowbridge. At the end of each Course of
Lectures a test paper was set, to be done by the Students at home,
the intention being to keep a detailed record of the performance of
each Student. The papers have now been returned to the Students
with corrections by the Lecturers, and a record has been kept of the
work done by each Student.

The Lectures usually ended at 3.15 .., after which the Students
were taken on visits to places of interest, including Bristol Cathedral,
the Church of 3t. Mary Redcliffe, the Lord Mayor’s Chapel, the Red
Lodge, St. Peter’s Church and Hospital, the Bristol Museum and Art
Gallery. the Church and monastic remains at Westbury-on-Trym, and
the prehistoric earthworks at Clifton. Well-known local authorities
kindly acted as corductors. At the week-ends, whole day excursions
were arranged at Bath and Cheddar and Wells. At Bath the party
were entertained to luncheon by Alderman Chivers, and were ghown
over the Baths by the Director and the City Architect, the Art
(allery-by the Chairman, the (Guildhali and the City Archives by
the Town Clerk, the Holburne Museum by the Curator, the Abbey
Church, the Botanic Gardens, etc. Mr. Frederick Harrison met the
Students at luncheon. At Wells, Sir Edward Maunde Thompson,
late Director of the British Museum, showed the party the Cathedral
Library, and read a paper on the Cathedral, ete. A Lecture on local
prehistoric finds was given at the Museum by the Curator, and the
party visited the Bishop’s Palace, where they were met by the Bishop
of Bath and Wells.

The Public Inaugural Meeting was held at the University, the
Lord Mayor of Bristol in the Chair, and was attended by about 100
persons, including the Chairman of the Public Libraries JCommittee,
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UNIVERSITY OF LONDON
SCHOOL OF LIBRARIANSHIP.

DIRECTOR’S REPORT
SESSION 1919-20.

The School opened on October 6th, 1919, a week later than the
advertised date on account of the Railway Strike, and lectures began
on Wednesday, the 8th.

The number of Students who enrolled themselves for the first
Session is shown in the following table :—

Full-time Students. Part-time Students. Total.
Subjects.
One. Two. . Three.
38 20 35 6 99

The full-time Students came from all parts of the British Isles;
the larger number of the part-time Students from libraries in the
London area. Of the full-time Students, fourteen were ex-service
men enjoying Government Grants, and formerly, with one exception,
Library assistants; the rest were chielly persons proposing to enter
the Library profession, some ten of them taking Librarianship as a
postgraduate Course.

All the Students worked till the end of the Session, except five
who left. earlier through obtaining liorary or other appointments
outside the London area, and one or two who found the Course too
exacting.

The Students enrolled in the different classes were as follows :—

IBibligpraphyd SR o e e s 43
Gataloouing it i e 67
@lassiticatiOnEme Sl e e S on P
Tinhraryd Oroanisation Sy s 16

(including Public Library Law by
Mr. Fovargue)

Bibrary Routine Sl s L 38
Literary History and Book Selection* .. &9
Paleography and Archives ............ 21

* This subject is taken by most Students as a two years’ Course, hence
most of the Students attend it.

Students in the Routine Class attended the demonstrations in
Bookbinding given by Mr. Gillman of the British Museum, and made
a series of visits to the British Museum and the other State Libraries,
the leading municipal, and several society and specialist libraries.
On these visits, not only were the libraries shown, but the methods
of organisation and working also were explained by the Lecturer or
by the Librarian of the Institution. Several of the other classes
similarly had the benefit of visits under expert guidance to libraries
and printing and publishing works. The Students attended the
eight Public Lectures, which also attracted very satisfactory public
audiences.

The gentlemen forming the Staff of Lecturers carried out their
work with zeal and efficiency. A number of classes, seminars, demon-
strations, and visits were arranged in addition to those announced,
at the request of Students or through the exigencies of the Courses.
No fewer than five lectures a week and two seminars were provided 1n
Literary History and Book Selection (Professor Ker and Dr. Chambers
admitting Librarianship Students to two of their lectures for English
Honours Students) ; but a further weekly lecture on Book Selection
was demanded by the Students towards the end of the Session. The
Lectnrers undertook this extra work with great willingness. They
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