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Dear Zir, : ¢§$ii;

It has been reported to the Committes ‘ol the

Asscciation that Colonel DBrucevs rejopt, or ascme extracts

from it, relating to the administraticn of the Canadian
Amy Vedical g@rvic@,vhas boon publighed in Canada, and that
it contains csrtéin reforences to Veluntary Aid Hcﬁyitala }
Ariong them is iﬁcluded the Queen's Canaddian Military Hespital,
Bs&chb@?eégh Park, Shormeliffe, which is o) erated an&
maintained by the Azsociation.

T am directsd by the Committee to stute for the
inferm#tion of the Board of Enjuiry which it is understood haé
the report in juestion unﬁér revied, thai some miagtake has

apyarently been made in gaacribing the Muoents Canadian Military

. Hoapdtal na a Yoluntary Aid Hospital. The fact is that it

is ¢lassed by the Army Council i3 2 Primary Hogpital, and has
baen so ragarded from the time of ité inauguration.

Ayart from the fact, however, that the Hospital
is a Prim&ry Pogpdtal, it could not in any case be described

as coming within the scoye of the animadvergions in the report

"in question on Voluntary Aid Hespitasls in general, and for

the following reasonai—

,n; That the wards were specially built for
Hospital jurposes, with all the latest
sanitary and other improvements. '
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That the medical staff is resident and is
not drawn from the rneijhbouring civil
rractitionera.

That there are 12 trained and projerly
qualfied mursing sisters at the Hospital

by whom 511 the mursing is done. The V.A.D's
who by the way have all passed their Home
Nurging Pirst Ald Examinations, merely assist
the trained nursges in their work.

That ther: is & splendid ojerating rcom at
the Hospital, constructed at conaiderable
expense, and most modern and up~to-date in
its epuipment and furnichings. :

That the Jueen's Canadian Military Hospital
was offored to the Amy Council as a Hospital
for the general uase of His Majestyeas Forces,
eapecially for sick and wounded from the
Pront, and that it has been regarded from the
firat a3 a Primary Hospital.

That Lady Sargent, who jersonally conducts

the St. \nslem's V,A,Ds Hoapital, Walmer,
visited the Queen's Canadian Militaery Hoopital,
a few days ago. It iz understood that this
particular Hospital is mentioned as a model

V. A. D, Hospitzl in the report. Lady Sargent
expressed herself as delighted with the
Hospital, and astated that it was the finest
ghe had ever ssen.

That the Hospital is w#ithin 2 couple of miles
of Shorneliffe. It iz freguently inapected

by the A,D.M.S. and other officers, and the
reports regarding it, both written and personal,
have slways bean of the most gratifying and
gatiafactory character.

That 211 operations are perfommed by Lt.-Col.
Donald Armour, M.B., F.R.C.8, who is the
Surgeon-in-Chief of the Hospital. It is not
necessazy to say snything about Colonel Armours
vosition in the profession, which is generally -
recognised. :
The two resident medical officers are
properly qualified under the laws of Canada, and
have occupied the position of house surgeon in



the Toronto General Hogpital. One of them
is an experienced bacteriologist, and the
other a qualified radiographer. ' Any cases
that have ocaurred of secondary hemorrhajze -
at the Hospital have beon promptly and
satiasfactorily dealt with by the rsaident
Medical Officers, and no complaint can be
made against them in this connection. Both
Colonel Amour (Surgeon-in-Chief) and Sir
Milliam Coler (Physician-in-Chief) are
thoroughly satisfied in every way with the
ualifications of the twe gentleren, and with
the mannsr in which they have carried out
their duties. Colonel Armour visits the
Hoapdital two or three times a weck, or more
frequently if deasired. He i3 in communica-
tion dally on the telerhone with the

rosident Medical Officers about the cuases. :
No lesas than 1402 patients have passaed through
the Hospdital sinee it orened in Ottober 1214;
809 major overations have bean jerformed,

and the deaths have only mumbered 18 - 12
bein: surglical cases and 8 medical cases.

It weﬁld ay péeir, also, from wertain statements in
the Press, that the rejort mentions the faot that the Association
raceives 7B Centas per dzy for sach 'Cwadié.n ratient taken care
ofy, and adds that a similar arrangement is in force with every
other V.A,D. Hosyital in the Shorncliffe area. This statement
is apt to give rise to some miaé;:z»mhmaion. We understand
that every Hospital in the country, military or otherwise,
primary or auxiliary, vwhere Canadian patients are taken care of,
(other than Canadian Govermment Hospitels) receives = daily
payment to cover rations and attendance from ihe Canadian
Government. Ir§ gome of the V.A.D. Hospitals payment has also
it iz believed, besen made of so much per day per bed 23 the

ranﬁner:ztion of the medical officers, Wt no attendance of that
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kird Es paid to the Queenea Canadian Military Hogpital -
where the reaident medical offdcers are Isa.i.& by the Asaoc~
istion, a3 are the nurses and all the other staff except
the VoAuD'a, and e offcens and men domb o bhe Quovciatin.
With reference to another statement - that altheugh
the Hospital has been advertised as a Cunadian Be:s;fitai, it
renders very limited service tc. Can add an patiant:;,' it may be
a2 d that the Mosjdtal was offered to the Army Council by the
Canadian War Contingent Associsticn through Her Majesty
Queen Mary, and was accapte& w3 oA Hgszsitai for the gzene
of Hig Majesty«s Forgeg. Belgian, BEnglish, Irish, Scotch,
Welah, Canadian, Ausgralian, New Zealand and South African

' :501&.1%‘.%!‘&3 have passed through the Hospital. At times it has
baen full of Canadian scldiera - at others the patbdnts haive
been of varicus crigins, Anyone aent from Overasecas by the
'?Iar Office is recedved, The Hosyital has no z.smmr of
selection. From time to time, when it 3.}?5'}1‘&& that the Boaspital
waz not getiing a fair share of Canadians, representations were
made that the matter might receive attémien from that point
of view < having regard to the fact that the nurses, medical,
and some of the othor staff were Canadian, that the fundzs were
provided froﬁ Canadian or Anglo_Canadizn eorigin, and that the
general atmosyhere of the Hospital was Canadian,

Tt i3 true that the Government is suiplying the

Hoszital with 2 Quartemaster and 16 other ranks, and the
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Association is grateful for thig assistancej but it has always
been understood that these men were light duty men, unfit for
service at the Front, and that it was bettér for them to be
cceupied than te be idle. In any caze, the arrangement only
dates froem the early ronths of 191,5., Witl the exception of
the Quartermaster, the men are constantly changing.  As they
imgrove in hoalth, and are fit for othor work they are
transferred elsewhere. The pay of these men representas the
enly contribution that is zais,de to the Association .by the
Ganadian’ Government in addition to the 3/= .er day before
mentioned; and in this ocnneﬁti&n it may be stated that the
Aspociation has exponded, and is still expending, thousands of
poupds anmunlly for the benefit of Canadiang at thé Front, and
in other waysa.

Tt certainl’ cannot be said that there is any lack of
skilled mursing at the Queen,s Canadian Military Hogpitsl
in vi'ew ‘o_f the fact that we have an experienced matron and 12
trained nurses, al:sdls Voluntary Aid Acsistanta. The wwrites—
el the ra ort dess—met-seadissthat—the- Voluntary Aid Assistants
are yractically women orderlies, but unpaidg th—a-t they do 2
| lot of the cieaning work in connectioﬁ with the wards, and #et
their principal fumction is to assist the trained nurses to
keeop things rroperly going in the Hos;ita.lv. In many respects
they are considered tc be better than men orderlies, and much

more suitable for the work that is reguired of them, Thelr

labour is given from 2 desire to hely in the War, and it is
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very doubtful whether the same work, both in quality and in
extent, could be obtained from yaid labour. The V.A.D'8 are
2ll Gonemdesr 1odies belonging te prominent Canadian familieas,
and their devotion and self sacrifice cannot be too highly
aprreciated. :

Se satisfied is the Association with this Hospital,

its accommodaticn, equipment und oyeration, that if desired

it is prepared to ask the Army Council for specisl enguiry
to be made on the subject, and that the Canadian Army Medical

Service may be represented at such enquiry..
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