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MEMORANDUM ON THT TORTION OF COLONEL BRUCE'S REPCRT RELATING
MBS CANADIAN MITITARY ROSPITAL,

'mm re:ort cormences by atating that tho use by
the Canadian Service . Yoluntary Aid Hoaiitale is very
undegirable a3 they are inelficient, axf;‘senaim and
unzatisfactory. e

The Mueen's Canadian Military Heopital is not a
Voluntary Add Hoapitel. It iz clsused by the Army Council 2o
a Primary Hospdtal, and a3 3 sstisfactory one.

The sravamen of the charges against the Veluntary
Aid Hogyitals generally is as followsie

as That most of them are merely dwelling houges
roushly adapted to serve as hospltala.

be That most of them are medically staffed from
the neighbourin: civilisn yractiticnera.

cs That as a rule there are only one or nore
supervialng graduate murges - most of the
nurains being done by yeung luddes whe [ro-
vious to the War had no hospital training,

d, That in most of the V.A.D. Hospitals there 1o
no operating roem, and that in some, orperations
are performed in recreation or other unsuitable

. roems, while in others, any patient reguiring
~ an operaticn must be moved to ancther hegpital.

@, That in a; i of the lack of necaasary aquipment -
and persomnel, a considerabls number of V.A.D.
foz:itals receive sick and wounded ddrectly Crom
the PFront.
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isclated instances of Heouyditala vwhere
the building, emipment, medioal and ruraing

ataff, are all that could be desired, and
gives .an instance, St. Anslem's Nog ital.

That it is not rosaible to rroverly ins;ect
all the V. A.D, widely acattered Hospitals in
Kent with the stalf at yresent devoted tc the
U058,

That rragtically 211 the major surgery is done
by 2 local general practitioner, who has had
ne arseisl surgleal experience.

Apart from the fact, a3 already menticmed, that the

Queents Canadian Military Hoayital is o Primary Hosydtal, it

carmet be described, in any case, 28 coming under the cone

ditions mentioned as sboce i zenerally aypiicable te Voluntary

Aid Hempitads, for the following reasons i
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That the wards were speeially built for
Hoapdtal jurgosss, with all the lateat sanitary
shd gther imirovementa,.

That the medical ataff is reaident and is not
drawm Trogp the nadghbouring clvil jractitioners.

That there are 12 trained and jroperly qualified
mirging sisters at theo Hoapital by vhom all

the nurging is done. The V.A.D'a who by the
way have all paassed their Home Nursing and Fira:
Aid Bxaminations, merely assist the trained
mirses in their work, :

That thers is a gplendid operating room at the .
Hogpdtal, constructed at considerable expense,
and moat modern und up-ic=date in its equipment
and furnishings.

That the Quoen's Canadian Military Hosyital wes
offered to the Amy Council a3 = Fospital for
the ganeral use of His Majeaty's Foroes,

83 eclally for sick and wounded from the Front,
and that it has besn regarded from the first aa

% Primary Homdital,
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f. That Lady Sargenty who ;ersonally conducto
the St. Analem's V,A.D. Hespital, Walmer,
vigited the een's Canadian Military Hespdtal,
a fov days ago. Lady Sargent expressed hersell
ag delighted with the Hogpital, and stated that
it was the finest she had over seen,

g« 'That the Bourdtal i3 withdin a couple of miles
of Shorneliffe, It is fremently inspected
by the A,D,M.8. and other officers, and the
reporta rezarding it, both writtan and
persenal, hhve slwaya been of the most
gratifying and satiasfactory character,

he That all crerations are perfommed by Lt.-Ccl.
Donad d Am&ur, !@3.3.; ?.8.(3.8.; whe i3 the
Surgeon-in=Chinf of the Heorital. It dis not
necesasry to aay anything sbout Colonel
Armourts yosition in the profession, which io
genorally recognised.

In the aprecinl memorandum in the report on the
Quoents Canaddan ¥Military Hes;ital the following reference
i3 made to the Medical Stalfl i

shere are twe resident houso surgeons, who
have received their degrees onlythree months
agos The surgery is done by a surgeon who
lives in Tondon and visits the hoordital about
twice a wesk, or at less freguent intervalo.
Thia part of the arrangement io very unsatis-
faetory, and might expcse us to severe
oriticiam.  The usual custom io to notify the
London gurgeon wher a convey arrives; and he
goes to the Hospdtsl on the following day. In
tha event of a zovere secondary hemerrhage
occurring late in the evening or during the
night, the caae wsuld huve to wait (with oome |
temporary measures) until the surgeon cculd be

got down fronm Lomiong a distance of saventy-
three miles®,

The anawer to these statements 15l

That the two resident mediecal officers huve
baan vroperly walifisd under the laws of
Canada, and have occujled the josition of

houae surgeon irn the Toronto CGeneral Hoas ital.
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One of them iz alsc an ex;erienced bactericlegist
and the other a jualified radiographer. Any
exses that have ocourred of secondary hemorrhage
at the Hoapdtal have been promytly and
satiafactorily dealt with by the resident
Modic¢al Officera since they have been there, and
no complaint can be made againgt theam in this
connection. Both Colonel Armour (Surzeoneine
Chief) and Sir William Osler (Physician-in-Chief)
are thoroughyy satisfied in every way with the
qualifications of the two gentlemen, and with the
manner in which they have caryied ocut their duties.
All the ojerations are done by Colonel
Armeur himgalf, e viaita the Hospital two or
threoe tines o weak; or mors froguently if
degired, lHe is in communication daily on the
telephone with the resident Medical CffMcers
about the cnsea. No less than 1402 patients have
vasssd through the Moaspital aince it cpened in
October 1814; BO® major ojerstions have been
verformed, and the deaths have only numbered 18 -
12 beding surgical cases and 8 nmedical cases.

In another paragraph rention is made that the
Asscciation receive 76 Cants per day for euach Capadian patient
taken care ofj and sdds that it is a similar arrangement to
that which has been made with other Voluntary Aid Eeszi“;;ala
ih the Shomaclilfs area. The anaver to these statements is:-

That this jaragraph is also apt to give rise
$0 asome misarprehension. The fact ia that
- avery Hoopitzal in the country, military or _
otherwise, primary or suxiliary, where Canadian
patienta are taken care of, (other than Canadian
Govermmont Hosiditals) receives a daily pament
to cover rationsz and attendance fror the
Canadin Govermment. In ame of the V.A.D,
Hosypitals payment has also bean made of so much
var day per bed a: the remuneration of the
medical officers, but no charge of this kind is
made in connection with the Queents Conadian Mili-
tary Hooprital . aithough the resident medical
officers are paid by the Association,; =23 are the
nurses and all the other ataflfl except the V.A.D's.
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A further statement is nade that the Govarnment are
surrlying the Hespdtal with 2 Quartermaster and 1B other
ranka. The ansvor 133

It has always boen understocd that these men
were all light duty men, unfit for service at
the Front, and that it was better for them to
b2 ocoupied than to be idle. In any case, the
arrangement only datea from thebeginring of
1818, With the sxoepticn of the Quartermaster,

- the othar men are constantly changing., As they

~Amyprov: in health and are £it for other work
they are tranalerrad elsevhers, The pay of
theoe men re;rsuents the only eontribution that
is nade to the Asacciation by the Canadian
Government in zddition tc the 3/- per day more
or lesa which they pay Lor each Canadian patient
tc every Hoa ital, other than Canadian Govern-
ment Hogpitals; and is not an extravagant
contribution having rezard to the thcousands of
vounds which the Associstion is expending for
the benefit of Cansdiana =2t the Front and in cther
WaT S,

The report states ihat the Matron is/thoreughly com-
petent trained nurse, and that she has under her 12 trained
nurses, also 16 Voluntary Add Asaistants vho have had little
or no training, The anawer isi- .

It certainly cunnot be said thut with: 2 Matron
and 12 thoroughly trained purass there is any
lack of gkilled nuraing at the Hoapital, The
writer of the report does not realise that the
Voluntary Add Assistants are practicslly women
orderlies, but unpaid, that they do a lot of
the claaning work in connection with the wards,
andthat thelr princiyral Junction is tc hely the
toained nurses to keep things proyerly going in

" the Hoapital, In many res;ects they are
conaidered to Le better than men orderiies and
much npore suitable for the work that is reguired
of them. Their laboud is glven from o desire to
helpy in the War, and the regults are sc excellent
that it is very certain the game wopk, both in



quality and extent, could hardly be expected
trom paid labour. The V.A.Das. are all
Canadian ladies belonging to rrominant
Canadian Lfamilies, and their devotion and zelf
sacrifice cannot be too highly ajyreciated.

It i3 o pity that wloever is res;onasible for the
rejort, so far as it relates Lo the Jueen's Canadian Military

ﬂoaayitﬂ, did not make more quiries before writing it.

I rumour be cosrect; Colonsl niuce himself waas not at the

Hssi:-ital for more than 10 gﬁ«ztam The Officer in Charge,
the Matron, and one of the amemt Hadical Olfficors wers
away at the tine, nmaking gementa Tor the recelption of
4 New convoy. |

So satisflied ia %.h& Associstion with dte Hoazital,
itz aceommodation, eguipment and operation, that if deaired
it i3 quite prepared to ask for :i::;;-wia.i em;ixir:; tc be made
en the subject by tha Army Council, and that the Canadian

Army edigal Service may be re;resented at sugh enjuiry.



	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-002-058_01
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-002-058_02
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-002-058_03
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-002-058_04
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-002-058_05
	osl_cushing-fonds_P417-3-2-002-058_06

