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Chapter XXXIX
Tewtafa
Apart from their duration, their stage and scale, history)ahem-s
¥hat=thore—de no great difference in wars nor in their aftermath., in
writing of those of Henry VIII, Frederick Seebohm says: "The long contin-
uance of war is almost sure to bring up to the surface social evils which

in happier times smolder on unmolested." So among the many things which

oot Ntamirad 12
" kept Osler busily engaged during the early part of thmw move-

alrneo
ment which had /ef‘l:i(sted his uwnqualified support. the national campaign

against venereal disease. This, like the tuberculosis crusade, was
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o -
largely a Zs&ew of educating the public - ordinarily treat-

Por AbfS B ok ok gt
ed by silence, concealment and taboo; and the pr0posals§by the signers

of the December letter to The Times had met with strong 0ppos1t10n

um‘u‘—' b«“‘-ﬁbégmgcy‘w ‘Sm:ku\u,ut
An important meeting was held &%t the Royal Institute of Public

' CA
in London on Janwary 8th, at which Adami\read a Paper entitled "The Pollicy
of the Ostrich," in which with ungloved handd\ he attacked the programme

the National eouncil. Osler was mnable to be present because of a loca
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géthering at Oxford called to discuss the same matter, but wrote to him

the day before, saying:

[ My regrets that I cannot be at the meeting. We have a Quarterly Rad.
Inf. Court, at which for special reasons I must attend. We shall do three
things re V. Ds. .

(1) Determine the incidence in this community by a special study.

('2) Educate the public on the importance of prophylaxis.

(3) Arrange for the cheap and efficient method of distribution.

This is work which the Natipnal Council could do without in: any way diminishF
f;5I.ng the intensity of the moral campaign. I am writing a personal note to

all the Editors of the London Dailies asking for a full report of the meeting,.
And not long after, in commending Adami's paper as a valuable campaign

e
docume‘%, he suggested 'a change in e title, for otherwise, he said: "Your
. A v
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pamphlet 10 years hence will appear in a 206logica1vcatalugue under Ostrichz"

During this cnisade, which needed courageous leadership even more than the

crusade aéainst tuberculosis, Osler played his customary role in arranging

for a number of meetings to focus the attention of the public on the subject

an‘d to bring before the profession their obligations in facing the issue. .

: ‘ﬂ’ One other time-consuming matter which had long engaged his attention
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gl taporand
was the scheme for post-graduate medical instruction which had now

. UALE e brcbbertoe Ginal T & le Anlen - allict
x

aeget

a plan to launch Fellowship of Medi-
cina'for the immediate benefit of the overseas medical officers from
the Dominions and the United States. Someone who could pilot the or-

ganization through uncharted waters was needed, and Osler was the nat-

ural choice but on the 8th he writes to J. Y. W. MacAlister:

I camot take the Presidency ¢of the Fellowship. I am tied up now

with more things than I can attend to and I must finish the revision of

my book this year. It seems hopeless with so many distradtions that go
i

3

i on in the house to get anything done. I am awfully sorry.

~

His Text-book revision, a year overdue, was on his conscience, as was

als¢ his promised Classical Association address; but this post-graiuate

eWemd et IRe m\u.(w?i of- al[am,s alia. mdw G R ot
scheme was urgent and in spite of his first emphatic refusal h%was pre-

vailed upon to take the helm, anéd—The—Fimes of Januvary i4thsays In re-

e toma:JuM XJW‘I/JR sbles:

B‘L—JWM% ql\n‘\ucb-(_u;,]
The choice of Sir William Osler as President Ais one which the whole

profession in America as well as the whole profession in Britain will wel-
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come. An international figure, he has been so closely identified with

all that is best in American and Canadian medicine that our friends on

the other side of the Atlantic claim him with as much pride as we do.

His influence on medical thought during the last two decades has, indeed,
been almost boundless, while his "Principles and Practice of Medicine"

has enjoyed a vogue rarely attained by any professional work., Sir William
Osler, %00, has done more than any man of his time to secure a true per-
spective in health affairs; his outlook has always been of the broadest
nature; his instinct for first causes as opposed to end-results has been ‘
singularly sure. Those who have enjoyed the honour and privilege of as-
sociation with him in any capacity have invariably found their view-point
enlarged and their imagination stirred. For Sir William is not only a
great doctor, he is a great student and. a great man., This has been il-
lustrated especially in his dealings with the younger generation of doctors.
Many a young man owes his success and the success of his ideas to a discern-
ment which saw the gold among the dross at a time when other eyes missed it,
and to a friendliness and warmth of heart which have never been stinted.

No man is so capable as Sir William Osler of drawing together British and

American medicine. No man has laboured with so single a purpose to this

| end through so many years. . -
k.

aad
The position entailed Jaeé%t obligations but, as indicated in a let-

ter to Sir Edward Kemp, Osler set out with the primary idea of providing
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opportunities of post-graduate instruction foa

OV Sean .
L4356, (who during their f£ewy years in the arﬁ)had lost touch with the

details of civil medicine and surgery. "It seems only just," he said,

&

"to give these men a chance to add to their brain capital.”

Meanwhile the 'Open Arms' were being outstretched as usual. He
M&}‘(/ 5
sends on tie 10th to an overseas American an invitation typical of many,

with its three reactions: hospitality, Revere, and the library.

-
-

e o o We have been looking for you - hard. Do get a month here. We
could do so much together. I hope they will send you home soon = it is
high time & you have done your share Hugh Cabot & came
this week-end. We have had such an interesting group of visitors - a
steady stream. We are very well - You will have had the memorandum about
the E.R.0. library at the J.H.U. I sent it about six weeks ago. Perhaps
yeou—harve—net—had—3. You will be interested & I am sure the dear laddie

would have loved to have it so, Something new in every day - 3 nice ori-

'ginal Pasteur papers from Strong this weeke. . .
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The next day he telegraphs Dr. MacAlister: "Harvard Unit Cabot in
charge on way home after three years' service with.British. Opportunity'
favourable for reception or dinner though may be too late as they sail
Wednesday." Not at all too late: it was an opportunity for the 'new Fel-

bsd!w&rom£3u

lowship'} and a few days later: "Hearty congratulations on the success of
the dinner. Let me know of any deficit which should be my perquisite and
privilege. You are a trump!"™ Small wonder that he sends belated lett.ersv
of New.Year's greetiggs in which he says: "These are strenuous days in

- which I get very little time to myself. The outside claims are many and
as the men are fli.tting west the steady stream of visitors keeps me pretty
busy." One of these visitors supplies a diary from which a few notes may

be transcribed. Thus, under January 9th:

T Sunday supper at 'the House,' the first time in three years they have dined
i HNuee

there/~ about a hundred undergraduates all told. We were at the high table
of course with the Dons - I alone in uniform except one or two of the waiters.

The war is surely over. It was very fine, Woolsey's dining-hall by candle-

light. Beside me was the Professor of Moral Philosophy - John A. Stewart,
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‘a Greek scholar and Platonist, a fine 0ld gentleman who for all the world
looked like Newman, whom he said he had heard preach in the Catholic Church
iiLn Oxford the first time he had been back since his conversion 25 years be-
;fore. In due course to the Common Room for fruit, nuts and port - excellent
‘

'and seductive I may add. Here the Fellows rule, and the Dean ccmes by suf=-

ffz_'ance. Mr. Hassell sat at one end of the table where the mathematical

!
'Dodson of "Alice's Adventures" used to sit, invariably entertaining. It was

| Suwffr-, cancl
all very pleasant, and{they began to smoke’after the port and)with the onset

of coffee (before going to the smoking-room pr oper/ a break in tradition which
they lay at Osler's doo\r - or to the war possibly, for the Fellows have dined
in this room the past three years.

We went into the smokingj-room later and there was interesting converse -
;Lll the way from P_ope's ékull, said to be in a strong-box in London and for
sale! The story was told. It goes back to a purchase by Spurzhein for his
colledt ion, and many subsequent vicissitudes. : Then Thomas Browne's skull at
Norwich - Ben Johnson's also - and we pass on to a poman;ier produced by one
of the Dons - and we get on to the llember from Oxford, for there is a vacancy
and both parties, Unionists and Conservatives, have each begged Osler to
stand as a fusion candidate, but hﬁ%efused and is backing Asquith for whom
he is trying to get unanimous suﬁi,ort. Asquith a poor boy from mg;‘tar,
through Oxford to the Premiership, all on his brains. But Sir William will
'have a hard time in putling it through. All this is a far cry from prophy-
laxis against venereal disease but somehow it came up, on the heels of the
'bone dry?' legiélation of the U.S.A., and Oslerl’g;wthe Times%btested
against the letter of warning which he and several others siéned. and which

only after a personal appeal they finally published. .
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So promptly at 9.30 home and to bed with a hot-water bottle supplied
y Lady Osler, and Walt Whitman's "Memoranda during the Civil Warm supplied
oy Sir William,. Thel;)%very modern sound - these memoranda. "The marrow
Téof the tragedy," he says, "is concentrated in the hospitals. . . unnamed,
Wown, remained.‘ and still remain, the bravest soldiers." And he goes on:
| ~ «Such was the war. . It was not a quadrille in a ball-room. Its in-
E %terior history will not only never be written, its practicality, minutia
| 101‘ deeds and passions, will never be even suggested. The active soldier
%of 1862='65, North and South, will all his ways, his incredible dauntless-
iness, habit#, practices, tastes, langgage, his appetite, rankness, his su-
éperb strength and animality, lawless gait and a hundred unnamed lights
and shades of camp - I say, will never be written; perhaps must no't be

Land. should not be."

a2

And the same diary gijes an account of 'Thé Club' dinner on the 24th at
Merton College as Sir Walter Raleigh's guest, which indicates that such

funct ions were being resumed and that Osler despite his emaéiated body was

in good spirits; as does also this note of the next evening#qh (E= Sasmaa d‘;aﬁ;

@ sir william says it's a cold day when he does not add something to the
library. Today he's been simply cavorting over an Assyrian medical tablgt
with cuneiform text, baked ih clay. Lady O. said: "Humph, it looks like a
piece of Scotch 8hort-cake," and it really does; but we took it over to S. H.

Langdon, late Reader in Assyriology, more recently private in His Majesty's

whe
Army, mé:ﬂse/f‘alirly ate it up, which sounds a little as though he too held
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Lady 0O's view, It eame from the temple library Sennacherib and is of the
0~ o

period of Sard¢nap¢l¢'s - one of the few medical tablets, apparently, to have
been found at Assur - 'the place where the widows howled' as W.0. recalls.
It has an interesting provenance and much has happened in the world between
the capture by Sennacherib of Jerusalem in 701 B.C. and by Allenby in 1918

AD. On the outbreak of the war the Germans were exCavating at Assur., A

%Germ@ with this tablet in his pocket was taken prisoner by the Arabs in

iwhose possession the tablet was subsequently found at Mosul. It was sent

';M:o Prof. Scheil of the Academie Frangaiseby his son from Assyriasthenceto W.0.

At the annual meeting of the Bibliographical Society this month, he

Ton ’/‘f,i“iﬁ“‘/
had againfoeen reelected President, and the Secretary, Mr. Pollard, supplies

this brief account of the resumption of another dinmer-club meeting:

Many of us will remember Sir Williesm most vividly as the President
(y:m»wf:a:c:l
of the Colcphon Club, ;-ﬁem!&eyof London members of the Bibliographical
Who

Society t-g/dine together two or three times in a session and entertain
readers of papers, especially any who come from a distance. The Club
takes its name from the Colophon or final paragraph in early books, giving
details as to their authorship, printer, place and date. The Greek word
taken over to denote this means a crowning stroke, and under Osler's chair-
manship the Colophon dinners formed an extraordinarily pleasant climax to

the Society's meetings. He was always in high spirits, always ready with

some graceful compliment tc the readers of papers, and full of friendli-

ness and good stories. No dinners were held during the war er—for-some-

time*afterwa—r&s,gbut he called for one in January 1919 and outdid himself

\ >
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day! Many of those at this dinner never saw him again, but they could

i’ha.rd.ly have a brighter memory of him.

%

Evidently he was making a great effort to pick up the threads of his
former life as though the world were the same, but Lady Osler in a letter
confesses that 'he is too pathetic,and it is surprising that this ever-
lasting "keeping up" does not kill him.' But there were other and more

serious things than club dinners and sojourning Americans to attend toj
4 nanal
M\W:. fl Wi Mo Mas dia Cownnine lbu-.y]: lhe, ‘70\(4’ [ § VY VP Jmé»r (oad ,
and fortunately he had once more acquired a secretary, On January 2lst

he writes to the Librarian of the National Library of Wales:

[ Dear Ballinger: Has the Celtic Studies Board done anything about the
Summer School of Celtic Studies at Aberystwith this year? Even if thgy
began in a small way with only a few outside lecturers.to make a startl;%ould
stir the pool. What about a Professor of Irish? 'Tis a live subject. Do
you know Flower, who read us a few months ago a remarkable paper on Brian

Boru at the Bibliégraxhical Society? He would be an ideal man - young well-

trained, enthusiastic and a good speaker. Tell your boy to caome and see us.

often,
bt
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A series of letter written on the 31st deal with the usual variety of

N\
subjects. Thus to Sir Bertrand [now Lord] Dawsons

So glad you are back and well, Delighted with your letter in the
Times today, and your suggestions are most practical., I am anxious that
the owerseas people should be given a chance to put all their venereal
cards on the table « 4. We should get the Canadian, N.Z. and Amer. ex-
periences. Did you meet George Walker in France? He has succeeded Yowng,
and perhaps, of all men living, there is no one who has studied the social

and scientific side more intelligently. He did an extraordinary piece of

work in Baltimore, and they tell me an equally good bit in France.
~

And pursuing the same topics to Frederick E. Bradshaws

ol I have forgotten exactly what I said but I daresay it is all right.
The word 'disinfection' is perhaps better than prophylaxis. We had a great
conference yesterday at the National Council of Public Morals at which they
badgered me for two hours. We can never do gnything until it is made a
Public Health matter. . . Do byou not think we should have a meeting this

sumner of the #4ssociation of British Physicians? We shall forget what we

i

all look like! Your myglopathic albumosuria would do for a report. Sorry
Shave a double number with a fine

the Quarterly Journal is so late, butVV;e

article by Bradford.

S5

d
And on the aame;z: answer to an appeal from Ernest Barker of New College:

Heavens! What a list of organizations! Why did not Plato succeed
in his scheme of a Republic? All the same, so long as this is not an-

\other society, and you say it's all right, I will join and subscribe, par-
|
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ticularly as children are the only pecple in life worth talking to ex-

cept an occasional College Fellow!
And to lrs. Harry Marshalls

7 Dear Mon [Monica] Angelica You are a salntess - dbut no wonder with
such a mother! Still I have known awful daughters with beatifip mothers}
I wish I w'ith you in the sunshine, tho today Mentone could\.“,"ahave been
brighter than Norham Gardens. Hurry home, you have been away a very long
time. It is nice to hear that Ma is really better. Give her my love and
say ‘Absence only mekes, &c.' She will remember the quotation from Burns!
Barbars is better - still limps a bit but not much. Your old man has ne-
glected us lately. Grace is very much better in her wrists =~ and still far

too good for the 'likes o' me.* Love to you both. Affectionately yours,

o Egerton Yorrick Davis.
An episode of this time serves to show how *the firstlings of his heart
were the firstlings of'his hand.' It may be recalled that the blockade

was still on and that a British military commission had been dispatched

to Ausfria, rumours of whose desperate plight had reached England. On
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Dear Wenckebach Lord Parmoor's Committee is anxious to have first-
1hand evidence with reference to the food conditions in Vienna, particularly
| among the poor. ‘Could you let me have as soon as possible your impressions.
The people in this countisry are most anxious to do everything possible to re-
lieve the suffering in Vienna which they feel must be very severe. I hope
all goes well with you. ’Lewis has had a big Heart Hospital first at Hamp-
stead and later at Colchéster, to which Allbutt, Mackenzie =2nd I have been
‘attached. Do let me know should you ever get back to your native cowmtry.

I should like so much to visit Holland in the spring. . -

-

It took a full month for a letter from Oxtor@ to Vienna, and full another
for the answer which does not come till April 6'th. Meanwhile much water
runs under the bridge and he has other people to think of, not forgetting
his adored children = 'the only }peo_ple in life worth talking to except

some college dons' ~ among them Rosalie's 'mother' who must not be neglect-

ed though she is growing up:

»

{ Dear Susan You have been on my desk for several months, looking
iiiperfec:tly angelic, I just love the picture and your face is so liztle
iichanged.. I have the other lovely one on my mantlepiece, and I often say
%"good. morning" to you. 'Big Sue' & 'Little Sue' are here - both so busy.
|They sail beforé long. We keep well - though with aching hearts for our
‘dear laddie. Love to your father & mother & it must be nice to have the

boys home from the war. Yours affectionately. . .

“
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He had an amusing ﬁmclivity for giving children nicknames and was
never at a loss. There was a 'fl'ony' Draper who had come to live with
his war-widowed mother in Postmaster's Hall opposite Merton Gate, and in
whose nursery he was a frequent late-aftermoon visitor, and who received

on his second birthday a handsomely-bound book he may some day come to

read - the Athenae Oxoniensis of Anthony & Wood, for the obvious reason

td

that the author had once resided in Postmaster's Hall: and 'Tony' the

child remains. Then, t00, he tried to force a name upon the offspring

of a young couple from Baltimore who had been éngaged in war-work in Ox- .
ford the past two years and were much at home, x;neanm:lle, at the 'Open Arms,'

This child was born in Merton Hous e and was greeted on its arrival with a note;

Feb. 15/19.
Dearest Walter I am so glad you have come to such nice people as
Robt. & Rose, both 0ld friends of mine in the 0ld days in the Elysian

Fieldse. I am so glad you are to be called after me, as this will give me

| the right to watch over your intellectual development, and perhaps in 1937
I may have the pleasure of welcoming you to my College as a Rhodes Scholar
from Maryland. Affectionately yours,

~ Walter de Merton.
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The statement was made by someone that welcome as were Osler's brief
notes they often called for -a deal of effort before they could be answered.
‘Thus a card to Edward Withington merely says: "Has the poem of Ariphron
on Health - Athenaeum XV, 63, 702a ever been translated? Rabelais refers
to it - introduction to bke. IVe If not tran;lated why not do it - probably
sbé:t = for the Annals? Love to daughter. W.0." If Mr. Withington can-
not, someone else does, and so the translation duly appears in the Annals
of Medical History.

&(un.’vu—
”/Jacoomt of Nicholas de Cusa, written a year or so later by

\

QS eawv<s
Dr. Henry Viets who at this time was stationed-et—Préves with the U. S. Army

&

of Occupation, is explained by the following note of February 2lst - one

—

of many on the same subject:
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Dear H. V. Please occupy your, I hope, abundant leisure in meking a
study of Nicholas de Cusa, 1401-1463. The town is near Tréves, and he is
stated to have founded there a hospital for 33 poor men in éhe Church,
over which is his heart, to which pay my salutations, and in the hospitgl

are a number of his MSS., Heller, Geschichte der Physik, p. 210, and in

the libraries you will find several works upon him. Though chiefly re-
membered as a precursor of Copernicus, he really was a great experimental
philosopher. I have just got his original ed. prine. to my great delight,

and the conclusion of his wonderful de Docta ignorantia is appropriate -

Lsi. me amas esto diligens:vales

Thus the library was constantly ﬁnder-current in his thoughts, and
he writes to Garrison on March 18th that he has the books divided and the
catalogue made, but that 'it will take five years at least to furnish the
notes, so that it's a race between the Catalogue and Pallida Mors,'
There was ind.eed scant time for this and his correspondence indicates
that he was egnfimnally drawn into other things innumerable; lettersi, for
example, to Sir George Newman of the Board of Education regarding the es-

tablishment of children's cliniques, and he says: "Paediatrics should be
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taken up as a specialty and not left as at present in the hands of men
almost half ashamed to be regarded as specialists, London could well
afford to have five or six cliniques as good or better than those of
Howland at the Johns Hopkins,"

P - :

¢ Them, too, there/éuch about the resumption of the publication of
Roger Bacon's writings which had been interrupted by the war - a long
task, of which Charles Singer writes: "Steele thinks he can finish off
the whole of Bacon in about siz years if he gawe full time to it." —amd

A a )ZVIM‘,

#1538 Yar—ery Jrom Roger Bacom\to the Central Control Board of the
Liquor Traffic on which at Lord D'Abernon's insistence he at first ag-
reed to serve. But when at this Juncture pressure was brought to bear
by H. P. Davison and others to get him to attend the International Red
Cross Conference at Cannes it proved a straw t00 muchy fer—st—this—jumedure
tes—indicated In a letter to Dr. MacNalty dealing primarily with some details

b saant
concerning the epidemic of encephaliti/s)

rertodie—eoids, WAICT teads—him—te—addy - "I have had a pleo-polymnefhc -

morpirte~ cocco~ bacterio- bacillary-upper-respiratory—paséa.ge infection
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latelye. I have had 2ll I can do to keep it from reaching my grey cor-
tex through the cribriform plate." Though he could jest, there is
little wonder that Lady Osler thought it time to rebel, and on March

6th she writes to Colonel R. P. Strong:

e Sir William asks me to write, even before his letter goes - and tell
you how much he regrets he cannot go into this new Red Cross Scheme. 14
honestly tell you it would be most unwisej)"&ﬁl::#ﬁiaa is already too
deeply involved & He has not made any visible progress with the Text-book il
Tom McCrae writes and cables - Appleton writes and cables. Added to this
there is an address for the Classical Association meeting here in May and
it is now only half finished. You can't imag.me what this winter has
been with people - all the American hospital staffs breaking up in or mnear
London have poured down here = and Canadians as well. It has been the
greatest pleasure but it has been impossible to get steadily at any wqu -
and not another thing must be undertaken until these things in hand az;e
finished. Perhaps you will understand. I am very anxious that Sir
William should not be over-tired - the strain of the four years and the
tragic end and sorrow have told upon him, I am confident that with cau-
tion he should live to a good old age and I want to spare him all unneces-
sary effort, for the good of mankind. It would be wonderful to go to

Camnes, but he must stick here and pray for sunshine - which by the way

has come today. . .
5
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Vindian Ui demaalie prersiane

So\he withdraws likewise from Lord D'Abernon's Board with one hand

and accepts further engagements with the other - even ones far ahead, as
in this note of March 7th to Dr. T. N. Kelynack which looks forward to

the June Tuberculosis Conferencep

" You see what a broken reed I am! I have not even got that note
ready for you about chronic Tb. What a forgiving soul to ask me to pre-

side at the Conference! It*s a bad week for me as the Examiners are

| here, but as they finish on Friday evening, I could preside on Saturday

| the 28th.

>\

tove :
Thus there are duties in town as well as in Oxford, where on the following
day after a meeting of the Bodleian Curators he made this note in the
back of his Macray's Annals:

Madan said good-bye today, 8.iii.19, after a three year's extension

' on his term. He spoke of his work in the Library since he joined in 1880,
succeeding Ingram Bywater as Sub-librarian. Nicholson served for 30 years,
and his earliest work was the occupation of the old schools, and then he
made the Catalogue rules. Until his day there were none = only tradition!
| New reading-room, the underground storage also his work. Madan said his
chief work has been the Summary Catalogue, Western MSS., and the Curators

%
have put a ring-piece about him for this purpose. He must have had a
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dog's life with Nicholson whose lladiana I have never seen. He spoke of
the difficulties they had had during the war, with many inexperienced as-
sistants who illustrated the immortal expression "not to know that they
knew nothing." He spoke feelingly of the wonderful character of the
place, of the buildings and of the spell it cast over all who worked in
it and of its associations and marvellous contents. The most notable

thing in his administration has been the shifting of the centre of gravity

from the Librarian to the Curators in the new statute.
o

Early in March Osler had received formal notification from the

"Bishop of Southwark 'in accordance with the formula mrescribed from the
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first by Gibbon' of his election to 'The Club' somet imes known as 'Dr. Q'”,. IS
QuuiiaA J'V )

IRy
e *
wan e

Johnson's Club' - the most famous of the dining clubs of the world. It
had grown from its membership of nine in the day of Johnson and Reynolds
to one of about thirty, its meetings being held fortnightly at Prince's
Hotel, Jermyn Street, during the session of Parliament. Shortly after
this he wrote:

& Thrilled this week by my election to the Johnsom Club. As I told you
|

'E missed it last year by one vote. I forget who it was who had the
i7‘Laav.rges,1; number, but I did not know that I was to be up again this year.

{L‘here have been only six doctors in the club since its foundation - Paget
i
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the last - Goldsmith, Nugent & Fordyce were the éa.rly ones - Banks,
Vaughan, Holland the others. I will let you kmow of our dinners. There

is a fasginating book, published the year of the war. I hope you are

| keeping well, How nice to hear of you 2ll 200 Am. boys here today to

| arrange Oxford courses. I picked up six & brought them for tea. Such

| nice c .
\nehaps

Bl L 2
And on the back of his menu card of the dinner held April lst ke—wrete:

N

( My first dinner at The Club. The Archbishop of York was to have been
: in the chair. T_here were present Sir Henry Newbolt, Kipling, John Buchan,
Pember, Bailey, Oman, Kenyon and Fisher. All but Newbolt and Bailey I
had known. N. was in the Chair and I sat between him and Fisher, the

| Minister of Bducation. Very good evening. The room is a special one

| in which the Club has dined for 20 years. 0il paintings of the Founders

| and lithographs of many o0ld members on the walls. Rarely more than 10 or
twelve members dine so a round table is prepared for that number. Kipling
was in very good form and told many good war stories. He said he would
not be surprised if in a few years the monastic life was revived - as men
were seeking relief from the burdens of a hard‘world and turning more and

' more to spiritual matters. . .
These were pleasant interludes for a man who, beset on all sides, was
merely paying the penalty of his position - and his disposition. He

writes Lord Knutsford on March 2lst in reply to a query about the London

Hospitals
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r About the Professor of Pathology, a medical school rotates. We
never could have gone far at the Johns Hopkins without Welch and his

splendidly organized laboratory. I wish indeed I could find you a Rocke-

feller or a Johns Hopkins, but just think what you have donewm.’

~ ; -~

And to another who sought advice he says:

i That's a nice nut in morals you have sent me to crackl I do not
' believe a conference of Regius Professors could settle it, . . Why not
g0 and have a frank talk with the man? He is not so much older than you

- if he hear you, you have gained a brother, as St. Paul says.

~

An address before the Tuberculosis Society on larch 24th; letters re-
garding the terms under which his library should go to McGill in order
that its high standard should be kept up; pressure on the Government 'to
get the Egypt Medical School into first-glass order'; hints to the people
at Amen Corner about promising publicat ions; plans for the Summer Science
School, and other things innumerable occup;} his time. Some of them are
indicated in a few of his letters of March 31st:

To Mr. Humphfry Milford: "There is (will be) much money to the pub-
lisher of peoper Motor Itineraries of this country, combining the delight=-

ful features of the old road maps (with the hotels and country houses named
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and marked) and such modern aspects as gradients repair-shops, &c. A
really satisfactory motor road-book does not exist - not one to be put in
comparison with my friend Theodore de Mayerne, who, when a medical stu-

dent of 19, issued one of the first and the best in Europe (1599)."

~

[ To Dr. Charles Singer: "So glad to see by his reprint that you are
joining Sarton on the "Isis." If it appears in England, I suppose it
will save the multiplication of 2 journal. Get both your energetic minds
on the question of a summer school here next year - two.weeks of lectures
and demonstrations and an additional four for th; research students. I
would see that Bodley gave every encouragement, and we could use my rooms
at the Museum for overfiow work and demonstrations. Possibly Garriéon
would come over and help, and Streeter. . . Gunther proposes to have a
great show next month of all the scientific apparatus in Oxford. I hope
\Pe will have it in time for the Classical Association. . "
4 To Dr. Francis Packard, Philadelphia: "I hear you are back and at
Ef Mudicat WG (ng |
work. Congratulations on Vol. I of the Annals,;—E—hefe—ﬁvebar—may—beaab}e
$e—zeep—it—uwp. I have sent Dana a brief editorial note on the Curri;’and
will send another oﬁ the early botanical work of de Cusa. I enclose a
review of Parkes Weber's bookfggich is a very remarkable study. A few}

months ago Lee, the physiologist, was looking over the cards of my works

on the circulation which I have arramged in my Bibliotheca Prima in an in-

teresting way, all under the 1628 de Motu Cordis as the fundamental contri-
bution. He suggests that this might be useful as a sort of model for col-
lectors if printed in the Annals. What do you think? It would.take eight

or ten pages at least.”"

= b(f; r.o.tud..;. Mb’ﬁm,

0 A g » (Al 4:».1
a4+ i 9 Death cvan (renitalia T £ Yo Yurmal B Gr.am e, ) :
& v&’*“"‘% u:."a"f qu.;-m o fﬁ.: 2 é,ma,::u"...r&m% 544, L ”,J_.Qy.aumz. ) mu:qur Vae T p. §1)
Y u'-.&iadi.‘.u) SOmn WuTdats Who Red  frald Coolind alsin %.., taare olug

)-u . u-.ur\ a%“;:“ h""‘"‘f‘v% oatlewhion (3Fms Coous, tncelRa Upoumes o Gamany K Nverl Moloettn.
: a liemo Galen-, Muico k"“‘a“h‘uo ._t" : (A0 Ungflai b Aon it Otan olicas :



R3

April
1919

~  To the Hon. H.A.L, Fisher: "About our P.-g. m last Thursday
we had our final meeting of all the representatives of the Lundon medical
schools, the P.-g. colleges, and the special hospitals, and passed finally
the scheme which we wish to launch properly on the 29th April, R.S.Med.
I was eommissioned to ask you to take the Chair. We hope to have the Am-
erican Ambassador, the representatives of the overseas Dominions and of
other certain public bodies interested, and a selected group of laymen.

I do hope you will be able to come and give us your blessing by taking the
Chair. I will make a few introductory remarks, then we shall ask Newman

to speak, the American Ambassador and one or two others. It has been a
long job to get united action, but the schools are now very enthusiastic,
and the scheme is one that should have far-reaching benefits for the num-

érous Americen and overseas P.-g. students. . "

£ To G. E. MacLean of the American University Union in EBurope: "Yes,

do cable the Trustees of how much importance I think this scheme is for the
overseas students. Some such words as the following: 'Most important ta
have Union and home in London for American and Dominion students,' with
which I hope may be included our medical P.-g. Association. You will re-
ceive a notice to attend a meeting on 4pril 29th of our Poét-graduate Medi-
cal Association at vwhich I hope you will be able to say a few words. It

would be much better to have one big Union with separate departments and it

would do the medical men good to have fellowship with the other studentsi*

!/ *Osler presided himself at the meeting of organizatien of the
Post-graduate Medical Association held April 29th at the Royal Soci-
ety of Medicine., Hamrdly any other man than he could have secured
|the cohesion of so many divergent elements as were represented by’ the

|
!
L




I ; Con ctrmmeds .

| 3 many schools and hospitals pressni. In
'his address he gave an outlinedof what had gone before, and of
‘what the Association proposed to do, saying that 'the important
thing for them all was to pool their interests; energy, patience,
and organization would do the rest.' Lord Dawson, Sir George
Newman representing the Board of Education, Sir John Goodwin re-
presenting the Army, Professor Maclean, General Birkett of McGill,
‘all spoke warmly in favour of the project, which, be it said, has
since continued in active and successful operation.

-

In a letter of Sunday evening, April 6th, Lady Osler writes to Dr. Mal-
loch: "What do you think has happenel this eve = Sir William and I are having
supper alone!l!" and she goes on to say that calls are never-ending; that he
will be in town for three days the coming week to attend the B.lM.A. meeting
for the Colonials and Americans; that she has been 'endeavouring to drag him
off to Cornwall for a week but he won't go.' Also that he 'has just had a
letter from Professor Wenckebach whi¢h says that they are nearly starving
in Vienna - nothing but tough mutton and hard bread for the past ten days,"
So an answer had fihally come to Osler's inquiry of February 5th, and the

same night Osler not only cabled but wrote:
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oxford. Sunday.—"p" ‘

r Dear Wenckebach Yours of the 4th of March came today and I have

sent it on at once to the Foreign Office. I telephoned at once to one of
the Secretaries to ask what the action had been and he said food was being
| hurried through. I am trying to arrange with friends in Schweiz

to forward some supplies directly to you. I shall try too to get a tele-
. gram through to you if possible. I have asked the Foreign Office if they
' would like to have a special interview with you in Schweiz. It has made us
very sad to hear of all your sufferings. I will give your messages to

| Allbutt and Mackenzie and Le#ise. Thanks for yow papers. We lost our
' dear boy, killed in Flanders. . .

G.,@ -

Asﬂ enckebach says, this for the Viennese was the historical letter

which brought them their first gg:z;gs of hope, for 'under Osler's personal

initiative the conditions existing in Vienna were brought before the pub-

Bfois wrrs CulS Oaler uno le (o

lic and relief work was soon started.! Aﬁ&mwger—heamg

We are doing everythihg possible to hasten the sending of food sup-
plies, and we very soon hope to have a special committee ko meet the Min-
ister of Foreign Affairs and ask to have supplies specially sent to Viemna -
hospitals. The American Red Cross people, through Mr. Davison, are also

stirring. I sent your former commmications directly to the Foreign Office,
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and copies were Seit. to influential people so that I hope they will have

done good. I could not possibly go to Holland this spring, but I daresay
that very likely a member of the "Fight the Famine Council® would be glad
to meet you if you go there. Ask your daughter to write from Holland if

we could do anything to help her with the children.

m\n-ﬁ o
He had written to mu—P;ékga—efﬁee as followsg

Ny

g In view of the extreme seriousness of health conditions in Vienna, (of

which I have first-hand informati on from FProfessor Wenckebach), and 'the
danger which consequently menaces the public health not merely of German
Austria but of the rest of Burope through the spread of epidemics and dis- :
ease, I am venturing to approach you to ask for Government support for con-
certed medical action.

In particular, we feel that the hospitals of German Aust(‘l\};a, vhich, ow-

ing to the depletion of their stores are at present unable to give their

| patients the treatment necessary to save their lives, should at once be

supplied with medical appliances, condensed foods, and the ordinary hospital

| requirements. I should therefore be very much obliged if you would have

the kindness to receive a deputation, including Sir Alfred Pearce Gould,
Sir Thomas Barlow, and myself, who are anxious to lay before you the de-
sirability of the irmediate despatch of medical help and of hospital sup-

plies, including suitable foods for underfed patients, to Vienna, and the

' allocation of a Government grant to facilitate this purpose.
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And received from the Foreign Offide this somewhat discouraging reply:

Foreign Office,
May 8, 1919.

i Dear Sir William I would with pleasure see you and your friends at

any time about the situation in Vienna if I felt that I could be of the

or to do with the despatch of relief in any formsto Viemna. This is done

exclusively in Paris - by the organization in which our chief representa-
tive is Lord Robert Cecil; and all we do heie is to act as a Post Office
'and pass on commmications to others.

| It is obvious that an Allied undertaking such as this can only be car-
%ried out from the spot where the Allied representatives are in constant
isession. When therefore lir. Balfour suggests as he not infrequently dces,

|

that matters of this sort should be dealt with here, all he means is that

he is not doing them himself, which is true. But the man vwho is doing them
is there, not' here. Yours &c.,

L- o Curzon.
It was no easy task, and ere long Osler went to far as to or-

ganize a town meeting in Oxford to solicit local contributions, a pro=-

cedure which in spite of his popularity met with no little criticism, for
with many, Austria was still 'the enemy.' Indeed it was not until

after Osler's death that a number of British Relief Committees got ac-

slightest use. But in the F. 0. here we have nothing at this moment to say
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tively to work in Vienna, though iImdustrioms—3iittde lMiss Jebb of the
alluonlﬁ

'Fight the Famine Fund', Hector Munro, and others had been ebresd on
the ground; but the Austrians as a whole continue to ascribe their re-
lief to the prompt and energetic action taken by Osler in response to
Professor Wenckebach's letter, and to the publicity which he gave to
the movement. Was there any other course to pursue when children were
starving, with the governments slow to act, and the people at Versailles
haggling over peace terms? As late as September 2nd Lord Robert Cecil

dorole ”
writes to Osler among others:

contained in the Peace Tréaty, of a number of their cows and goats.

you may be willing to sign it.
s :

( I have been so deeply impressed by the accounts which have been re-
ceived of the mortality and suffering among the children of Germany due
to their totally inadequate milk supply that I view with dismay the pros-

pect of the immediate cession by Germany, in accordance with a provision

. this connection it has been suggested to me that something might be gained
by laying before the Reparation Committee in Paris the enclosed memoria‘l
on the subject. As the prospect of its success must obviously depend upon

the position and influence of the signatories I most earnestly hope that
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The three=-day special meeting of the B-erA.Awhich Lady Os}er despair-
ingly mentioned in her letter, was held in London April l(_)-12 under the pre-
sidency of his brother-Regius of Cambridges &1d for this reason Osler would
havé attended if for no other. It was arranged purposely for the medical
officers of the Dominions and the U.S.A. who were in England and still in
kahki and .they made an enthusiastic g?thering. There were special sessions
on a number of questions which the war had brought 1;0- the fore: on influenza,
presided over by ‘Colonel Haven Emerson, U.S.A.; on public-health measures re-
lating to v.eneral-disease‘,presided over by Osler; on cardiovascular affec-
tions,presided over by James Mackenziej;on malaria, with Ronald Ross in the
chair; and so on. And there were demonstrations of many sorts such as of the
Air Force tests and of the recongtrﬁction work at the mulitary hospitals like
. bondls '
: thaf.at m’s Bush. At this meeting also, a protest was made against

'the Dogs' Bill' which the antivivisectionists, now that the war was over,

had reintroduced into Parliament, and Osler had some cogent remarks to
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‘make on the subject ,t:a:&/h’é"effect)that ! he yielded to no one in his love
for the dog, but'he had g still greater love for his fellow-man; that
there should be a monument in every city to the ideal dog for the work
which his kind has done in saving life by becoming the subject of ex-
periment,* & At the Association d.inner, where were gathered most of
wen Ohonen 13 rofne
those who had been .1eaders in the R.A.M.C. during the war, Osler)pre-
pesed the toast of "The Medical Services of the Navy, the Army, and the
Air Force," and in the course of his remarks\paid. ==yreeial tridbute to
certain people he thought deserving of special honour:; first of all to
Loxd Haldane for his far-sighted organization of the Territorial Forces
and their hospital services; to Sir Alfred Keogh 'who luckily had come
out of his job alive!,' to Sir John Goodwin ‘who %o the coat-of-arms of
the War Office had added a pair of seissors with which forever to cut
red tape!,' and above all to the nurses, adding that 'a procession of .

the Guards in Piccadilly would not particularly appeal to him, but he

would 1like to see the nurses who had served in the Casualty Clearing
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Stations marching in colums of four through thaf. thoroughfare.' His
ideas regarding service tributes were not those of the ordinary run
of people, and on his return to 0xford he writes the Mayor: "Sorry I
canmnot be at the meeting about a War Memorial. Put every halfpenny

you get into decent houses for the poor.”

With the post-graduate scheme in hand, April was am month,
yet he finds time for thoseracts which are by now so familiar. He wrote
on April 15th to Sir Robert Falconer of the University of Toronto:
"Graham's appointment has been very well received over here, and I am
asking all the 1fmbfessors of i\ﬁedicine in the United Kingdom to meet him
next week at dinner at the Athenaeum." And as a sample of the invita-
tion to his meny guests, he writes Sir George Newmans

g I hope you will be able to come on Wednesday and see the subject of

this cruel Whole-time-Professor experiment., I think this the first man
to0 be appointed in a British 8chool, so that I am asking the teachers of

Medicine from the U. K. and Ireland to meet him. . . Do come and give

Qshe young man your official blessing.
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So this much appreciated tribute was paid to ¥rofessor Duncan Graham,

: amotker Colddl
though Osler, alas, was again laid low with amn—infeetien and must needs

hand over the office of presiding to his friend H, D, Rolleston. And

ﬂy,,v'; ﬁme&,

As usual’under thess- circumstancef e has time to0 write somewhat more
lengthy letters to his friends, as this on April 24th to }rs. Robert
Brewster:

Vs Just made me homesick to have your Island letter. When the private
night-mails are running & la Kipling I shall land there and spend a month
with you and the darlings'. Perhaps next yeatr! And we have had a wretched
winter - so cloudy & cold but the weather makes no difference in this house.
Tell Robert the 'Open Arms' as the boys call it are wide open. We never
have had so many = and such interesting fellows. Poor Grace! she has man-
aged wonderfully,- considering the food conditions. Sue Chapin goes back
this week with 'little Sue' (Revere) as we call he»r.- She has been here

e 1/2 years and has been really a trump = such splendid work. She has
promised to call on you at Avalon and takes out for you three of my special
books, as I should like to feel theyare with you, and then to go to Sylvia,
and when she is a very very old woman she can deposit them some day in Re-
vere's library. - I have written the directions in each volume. I bought
them in London 1881, had them bound & they have been in my> bedside library
all these years. They are - a Shelley, In Memoriam,& Shakespeare's sonnets,
Sylvia will be amused.

We take about 200 American students into residence tomorrow. We are

looking forward to a busy term & shall have very livelj Sundays. Do you
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realize that I shall be 70 in July? I am already beginning to get con-
gratulatory telegrams from medical societies. I really do not deserve
to have lasted so long. ' I am struggling with an address which I hope
you will like - as President of the Classical Association - a body composed
of all the professors & teachers of Greek & Latin. Every other year they
have an ordinary citizen - that is how I came in; but as Bryce, Morley,

Balfour & Asquith are the predecessors I am a bit nervous. I have a good

4 S
subject, The 0ld Humanitess & the New Science. Did you ever hear of

The Club? founded by Reynolds and Johnson in 1764, a dining club. It

has been going on all these years, and the other day I had the delightful

surprise of my election as a member. Members chiefly political and liter-

ary. I knew nothing of it & I suppose as Rosebery proposed me I went through.
Things \ara settliﬁg well here = the Peace Congress is a bit worrying.

I think Wilson will work out all right. I am backing Uncle Ned on him! . .

Such a late spring -.the garden is only just beginning to look alive. I am

writing in bed = & slight cold. Grace sends love.

S

And the next day he writes his old Montreal colleague whom he has pre-
vailed upon to write his reminiscences of the old days at McGill:

Dear Shepherd I am delighted with your account of the old school
and our old teachers. It is well thét someone who had intimate knowledge
should have put down their main features. _Why not print it privately?
'Twould be worth while, The pictures of Frager and Billy Wright are so good
- poor dear '0ld Commooricatd' [William Fraser]! What a rare old bird he was!

Your description of Fenwick is excellent. What an 0ld darling he was! I
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wonder where that Quebec Med. Jr. is which he 'appropriated' for me, &
which I borrowed from Judge Tersier of Quebec. All so glad about [Sir
Aukxland] Geddes, who has really been one of the great successes as a Min-
ister. Fisher the Xinister of Education was here for the week-end lately
& says they are all so distressed at the loss and not a little chagrined,
that he should turn down so distinguished a political career. I think he
is wise. It looks as if Whitnell would go from here as Anatomist - a keen
bright fellow & a good investigator. He has an extraordinary sense of
humour. Irs. W. is charming. I have not seen Tait the man who will pro-
bably go as Physiologist. Schafer speaks very highly of him. Wyatt John-

'
sién has been with us for 3 weeks. He will take his Anat. & Phys. here Qm-
the Phy. honour school. We will lick him into shape. I have given him my
rooms at Ch. Church. He has brains & I hope may develop as his father did.
Love to0 Cecil & Dorothy. I wish I could spend a week with you at Como.
The Library thrives - something new or old every déy. Ever yours, W OSLER.
iAnd on the envelope]: Best of all I think is the sketch of Dawson. What a

rare man he was! g
< 1 lostlaan,

Qbi-e——hﬁe%%‘ien was doubtless providential and forced upon him

the realization that if he was to get his Classical Association Address

completed befors—itay—36%R he must postpone other thxings,m a lec-

ture on Walt—Whkitman he had promised(Sir Walter Raleighgto give for the

, wole we tUs
course in English Literature. 30 On Ahe 13th Lady Osler writes her sister:
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W.0. finished the address last evening and it is in the hands of

| the Press reader today. The meeting will be Friday and Saturday, and
the guests stay Sunday when Sir Arthur Evans gives an afternoon party.

at Boar's Hill. The tea guests have grown to 800, so I have had to put
the whole businvess‘ into the hands of Weeks and hope all ﬁill be well,

Two years today since Revere caught his famous fish - what a glorious day
it was! Miss Cummins is now working on Révere's books in the evenings,
cataloguing them. They will go out in the autum when the shipping is
better and the library ready. I had an hour in St. John'é this morning
with Mr. BiddYe. XNever have I seen it so wonderful. The blue poppies

will be out in a week. I sent several Americans in to look at it. .« .
.

The presidency of the Classical Association was not a position to
f£ill lightly, but Osler‘had. a special object in the subject on which he
had chosen t0 speak, and he had finally settled upon "The 0ld Humanities
and the New-SCience" as his title.*

*British Medical Jourmal, July 5, 1919; Classical Associa-
tion Proceedings, 1919; John Murray, Lond., 1919; reprinted by
Houghton, Mifflin Co., Boston, 1920; etc.

Probably no other living man would have ventured to deal with this topic

in Oxford of all places, and before a national body of classical scholars
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- nor could% other man have§

(gl Mecinoren g he Sudeur
Chesybdis—ef his—subject—as—tosteer an equally safe course beiwsenthenm 5 7“"

4
£o» he knew the rocks well and had been in the same channel many times

before. But there had been other things to attend to besides the mere
composition of his address. Drawing upon the Bibliotheca Prima section
of his library he had selected for exhibition twenty examples to illus-
trate what were practically the milestones in the evolution of science
and medicine; volumes representing the contributions fram Plato to
Newton. Also, in conjunction with R. T. Gunther, Science Tutor at Mag-
dalen, he had arranged for an exhibition of the early scientific ap-
paratus, much of it of great historical interest, long stored away in
obscure-corners of the Ox;ﬁord colleges. These objects were temporg.rily
loaned to the Bodleian where = of all place’s - they were displayed;

and a cé.talogue of the ancient instruments ?seld. or invented by Oxford
chemists, astrc;nomers, physicists and mathematicians, of days gone by,

was prepared and printed for distribution.

+

v
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eizns. Nothing could have served better than this exhibition %o
recall to the mind of classical Oxford that she had had a glorious

and nigh-forgotten past in experimental science.* As Mr, Gunther

/ : [041«51

*Mhe Oxford University Press has since published the first
two volumes owaoLk entitled "Early Science in Oxford" by R. T,
Gunther, which gr¥es an elaborate, illustrated catalogue raisonné
(1) of the chemical, (2) of the mathematical, and (5) of the as-

tronomical - ¥ S NI s A R Mo AWLOT RV E S T v -~ RS Rt a2 - o 1n—

struments which illustrate the history of the early scientiflc
ftudiemfiat the ¥Yniversity. .

foe Gaar. tamm conlhes ant U)ucA..

writes: "Osler entered into this with his customary enthusiasm and en-
ergy; and to have been brought thereby into daily contact with his mag-
netic and charming personality was a privilege even greater than the

UhSd(vv( b Collectum. logethes
invaluable assistance he gave] for it was a joy to have to do with himi®

T, rSov
0f the address itself Sir Frederic)k Kenyon has mﬂ%en——tha—t
Tts delivery was & notable occasion. As can be seen by those who

read it, it was full of learning, of humour, of feeling, of eloquence, and
it contained suggestions of real weight with regard to the interconnection
of scignce and the humanities. But it gained much in delivery from the
personality of the speaker. No one could hear it without heing impressed
with his width of outlobk, by his easy mastery of great tracts of litera-

ture and learning, by his all-embracing humanity in the widest sense of the
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term. I hope it made many students of science anxious to extend their
knowledge of classical literature; I know it made one student of the

.classics wish that he had a wider knowledge of natural science. Osler

| himself was a well-nigh perfect example of the union of science and the
1

| humanities, which to some of us is the ideal of educational progress;

and his address embodied the whole spirit of this ideal.

——

o Arn Eande, Anoramny nn Thag o Cunats, e
Oﬂoﬁlfmm at her best, and Lady Osler writes:
- I can hardly endure your not being here. Never has Oxford been
more wonderful - never. The birds are making such a racket I had to
get up - partly that, and partly - one of our guests is a Classical chap
who takes an hour in the bathroom and I had to get in ahead of him,
Everything has come out at once - apples, pears, lilacs and all else, 80
that the streets and park to say nothing of the town and river look as
though Nature had gone quite mad. You should see the High, and corn-

market - Benning simply has to creep by. The congestion is quite the same

lin the 'Open Arms'. I hardly know how Willie got the address done - he
E j

!
}

iwas so beset the early part of the weeke . .« In the meantime the Classi-
i :
§cals sent word they would like to come Thursday on account of the early

tneetings on Friday, so they all arrived at 6 p.m. , 5

B fpunan llopece

There were, in addition, other unexpected guests, among thein‘Dr. Welch

who, on his return from the Cannes Red Cross Conference, had reached 0x-

amdt n_Combinunsy tun Gtley CalGimm
ford unaware of the Classical Association meeting: Lady Osler goes on
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to describe the gathering at the Divinity School, 'with the sun filter-
ing through the Exeter trees and those ancient windows - Willie stand-
ing in that black oak pulpit and, in his scarlet gown and velvet cap,
looking medideval and wonderful,' And Professor Welch who had turned to
Lady Osler when the address was over, to say: "That was Osler at his

very best,"” had given this recollection of the occasion:

- There have been physicians, especially in England, well known for
their attamments as classical scholars, but I am not aware that since
Linacre thare has come t0 2 member of the medical profession distinc-
tion in this field comparable to Osler's election to the presidency of
the British Classical Association. It was in recognition, not merely
of his sympathetic interest in classical studies and intimate associa-
tion with classical scholars, but also of his mastery of certain phases
of the subject, especially the bibliographical and hi storica.i sides,
and the relation of the work and thought of classical antiquity to the
development of medicine, science and culture.

Osler told me that he had never given so much time and thought to the
preparation of an address as he did to this one. The occasion and the
whole setting were to me most interesting and impressive, At noon the
audience of distinguished scholars and guests assembled in the 'Divinity

School,! the most beautiful assembly room in Oxford. At one end of the
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hall the Vice-Chancellor of the University presided and halfway down one
of the sides was the high seat of the orator. The distinguished company,
the brightly coloured academic gowns and hoods, the traditional ceremonies
for such an occasion in Oxford, the figure of Osler himself, the charm and
interest of the address and its cordial appreciatioh and reception by the
|audience, all combined to make a scene of brilliancy and delight which I
shall always carry in my memory. At the cloae of the address the vote of
thanks was moved by Sir Herbert Warren, the President of lMagdalen College,
who described Osler as the modern Galen, and was seconded by Sir John
Barran, the membgr of Parliament from Leeds, in felicitous words of dis-
criminating praise. The audience responded most enthusiastically. |

I shall never forget the hour which I spent with Osler just before the
address, in inspecting the wonderful collection of scientific instruments
of historical interest assembled from the various colleges at Oxford, es=-
pecially from Merton, the old home of science. With what delight he showed
me and told mg the histories and associations of the astrolabes, armillaryv
spheres, orreries, telescopes, lenses, microscopes, books, etc., which he
had caused to be gathered together. You will recognize a characteristic
tquch and thought of his in arranging for such an original exhibit to inter-
est a meeting of scholars.

When not long after the address I said goodbye I little thought that
it was to be our final parting, but I rejoice to have been with him then

and to remember him as I saw him last on that triumphal day.
L i
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It was not the first time by any means that Welch had heard Osler give
one of his addresses, but this, given before an audience less. accustomed
to hearing him speak, reached a wider public causing no little stir.

And as ﬂast '0ld and affectionate friend' J. Beattie Crozier, the author
of "The History of Intellectual Development" wrote him shortly after:
"You have knocked me, the professional philosopher, out of the running
altogether, and while holding tight to yéur owvn sceptre as a physician,
have snatched away mine as well. Bad mani" About all they could get
out of Osler in r?ply t0 such eulogism was that 'the Classical people
seemed pleased to be scolded, and I had to poke a little fun at the Science
men., '

But this was only the beginning of a three-day session, and the Asso-
ciation promptly devoted itself to a prolonged discussion of Greek curri-
cula in schools uwntil it was time for tea at 13 Norham Gardens, of which
the person chiefly concerned writes:

( I was told to expect 200 - so I employed Weeks the caterer persm to

i
' do it and everything was very nice indeed except the waitresses who were

'dressed in bright green! and no caps! But it was a glorious afternoon and
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jeveryone outside. Marion was daughter of the house and did her duty nobly.

‘I asked the American officers who were doing classics and they seemed to en-

%,joy themselves. Thank Goodness that's done. And now for the Text=-book.
%I had arranged a nice trip starting Monday in the car for Lyndhurst and on
%to Lulworth the next morning for ‘the week. Willie seemed much pleased,

fzbut has just announced he can't go - must be in London two days. I am in

I
Eespair and can make no more plans t0 g0 aWaYe o .

of events later on, she adds:

-1' s fbrgot to tell you' that Willie and the Vice Chancellor had an 'At

Home' for the Classicals at the Ashmolean - Friday evening. I had to go
but escaped from the crowd and got in a éuiet corner by myself, unseen, for
nearly half an hour -~ everyone was congratulating me on 'Sir william's
remarkable knowledge. ! I thought i-t was a pity that so wise a Dr-man

had showvn so little wisdom in selecting so big a jéckass for a wife. How-
ever = pernaps with his hospitable inclinati ons his house might not have
been as comfortably arranged for guests had he selected an intelligent -

artistic - sloppy wife. That's my one consolation.

e

If having a home that attracted people was a consolation she had it as a

cont inuous performance just new, with 200 Americans in residence in 0x-

foré, and on the Monday after the Association meeting Osler writes:

f Strenuous days here - so many Americans & we are trying to see as

:much of them as;possible. I wish you could have come on to the terrace
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!,yesterday afternoon - 25 splendid fellows, from all parts. It is such
'a pleasure to see them. Wonderful weather at last and Oxford is in its
glory, but the fine days bring sadness as thoughts come thick about the

laddie & his love of the out-door life.
No lyndhurst or Lulworth with this sort of thing going on, and though under-
graduates and Rhodes scholars miéht be si@e-stepped, a glimpse at his
crowded engagement=-book and a knowledge of his methods shows him as u;ual
t0 be otherwise deeply involved. In the very midst of the Classical Asso-
ciation meeting he had written to Adami saying: "Wednesday next at the His-
torical Section W, F., Smith reads his paper on Rabelais - I hope you will
be able to come. Do you know of any special Rabelais students who should
be included?* In fact with almost revery meeting of this sort he was apt to
engage himself to such an extent by inviting others, that he was in duty
bound to attend, when otherwise he might yell enoﬁgh have spared himself
the effort. For m such as this, as well as for other occasions,
there were dinners to be arranged for - one in Falconer Madan's honour, for

et ey bvnp ol

example - and as Osler seemed to be the one whe—eriginated the idea of these

tributes, the duty of making the arrangements, gladly accépted, usually de-
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volved upon him. It consequently és:sem of A relief to find him at

a gathering which demanded no preparation on his part, namely of the Rox-
burghe Club on June 3rd, of which he has left this memorandums;

This was the first dinner since the war. Rosebery could not come - ill.
Lord Aldenham was in the Chair, and in order round the table Lord Ilchester,
John Murray, Churchill, Cockerell, Osler, Kenyon, Hagberg Wright, Hornby and

Yates Thompson. The toast of the club and its founders was drunk and we toast-

Led Yates Thompson on the success of his sale held today 30 items, $52,0008 . .
He had been drawn into a project to erect what was to be known as 'the

American Hospital in Great Britain,' a quasi-memorial to the services render-
ed by the American medical officers attached to the British army, and he

writes at length to Lord Reading who had accepted the chairmanship,‘giving

in detail what he thought should be the policies of such an institution.
: g ﬂ\hm\'«;med oy‘

Another position which he had accepted is reeeiled—by a note to D'Arcy
Power which says: "Singer tells me that you have a paper on the Botanical
Society. Could you not give it to us at the Ashmolean of which I happen
this year to be President?' This note recalls that at the beginning of his

scientific life the first society to which he was elected was the lontreal

Natural History Society, and that the first academic position he had been.
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offered was the Professorship of Botany at kcGill. And so, near the end

of his life, even though botany and its allied subjects had no claim upon
him other than because of his interest in its historical aspect, he mever-
theless was chosen President of the Ashmolean Natural History Society in
Oxfordshire. His successor in this position, Mr. G. Claridge Druce, at

the same time Secretary of the British Botanical Society, writes that

Osler had chosen as the subject of his presidential addfess, to be given in
January 1920, "Notes on the Life and.Correspondence of William Withering®:

[ It had seemed to him a good opportunity to draw attention tq one who
was not only a great botanist but a great doctor; for the use of digitalis
in medicine we owe to him, and though curiously enough he did not seem to
be acquainted with its action on the heart, yet it was in anasarca, often
one of the results of heart disease = that he made many cures, and brought
foxglove into repute. Withering's "Arrangéments of British Plants,® 1776,
was the chief British botanical text-book for many'years. It was through
Osler's intuitive knowledge that a copy of Sibthorp's "Flora Oxoniénsis"

was secured, which was full of notes of Ewelme plants. These were £ ound

to be by Randolph, Bishob of Oxford, 1798, and they have been recently

his death he was making inquiries in regard to the earliest evidence of a

| dried plant other than those in the Egyptian offerings.
“~ i

published in our Annual Report. Thoﬁgh we cannot claim Osler as a botanist,

he had a liking for it, especially on the historic side, and shortly before

s



44
June
1919

May and:June also saw the usual succession of meetings: of the

Oxford and Reading Branch of the B. M. A. over which he had presided for

the past six years;.of the Bditorial Board of the Medical History of
the War at Adastral House when he with Sir Wilmot Herringham and Colemed T.M.
Elliott were appointed a sub-committee to deal with 'Medicine'; meetings
in regard to the restoration of the Louvaig Library; the 'Commemoratio
Annua Fr. Rogeri Bacon' on June llth; a meeting in the Oxford Town Hall on
thg 13th to raise funds for starving Europe,at which he presided and said
that 'as human beings they were face to face with a humanitarian problem,
and now that the war was over should prove their Christianity and empty
their purses to save their starving fellows.' There was also a meeting
of the Council of the B. M. A. at which a 'Liquor Reform Memorial' was
unanimously passed and submitted to the Govérnment to this effecty

B In view of the great advantages to the efficiency and well-being of

the nations, and to public health and order, which have followed the re-
strictions placed on the sale of intoxicating liquor during the war,

the undersigned earnestly request his llajesty's Government to maintain
these restrictions until a permanent measure of reform has been enacted

by Parliament.




44=-a
June
1919
Osler, however, was not a teej:otaller, as is evident from I;-Z-s letter
to The Times of July 18th, in which, af‘ter admitting that the majority
of the people of the United States have learned that the work of life
is as well or better done withop.t the use of alcohol in any form, he -
goes on to say: "Many wise men doub>t the wisdom of total prohibition.
There are virtues not worth having, and among them is that 'fugif.ive and
cloistered virtue, unexcercised and unbreathed' upon w}}icl; Milton pours
his scorn."”
These among many other incidents of the next 'few weeks, not forget-
ting the spring exauiiﬁations, may be recorded. %—mn&er—hrwri:tes—jﬁ
another stter—4t0-The imessy—expostulatine—with-someone who had asked

"L =D& g = SP21634 - Vel 346°2 % WITO 218 aUZN\ e avers

alone on his crowded engagement-block were kept blank, with what result

has been seen, S0 to the Professor of Arabic in Cambridge: ——
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% Dear Browne. Yes, I shall be at home on Sunday [28th]. Saturday

I have to preside at a meeting in London [Tuberculosis Congress] in the
morning, and attend one here in the afternoon and dine with the Electro-
therapeutics in the evening. Please lunch with us on Sunday and dine

with me at Ch. Ch. in the eve. Can I get out anything for you at Bodley?

~,

On June &4th he writes to Mrs. H. B. Chapin:

o Dearest Sister Sue How I wish you could have been here today -
such a glorious Encaenia. How you would have enjoyed it. And to see
Sister G. sitting in the seat of honour at the All Somls luncheon between
Gen. Halg & Admiral Beattid & looking just the pa':rt - 'twas splendid.

Poor dear Isaac! When these things come it addg to the burden of the sor-
Pow to think how he would have appreciated it. Do have a good rest, & take
care of yourself. %Yrs W. G. will write full details of the Am. Inva-

sion of No 13 today. Such a nice group of men

[And 'G.* writes in turn]: I am sending the papers. We were in an un-
certainty about the Hoovers as no message came about Mrs. H, - but his
wires said we so supposed it was Mrs., but she is in California and did not
come. I was glad to think I needn't go, and asked Nancy Astor to take my
Place - but the Vice-Chancellor sent another ticket and asked me to be
there. S0 I went of course. Pershing with General Biddle and three aides
arrived at 10.45, also Col. Lloyd Griscom with an aide, also Mr. Hoover

with a Captain Somebody - three big U. S. Army cars. Also an orderly to
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polish up the General, - you would have laughed to see the blue room
and your bathroom. Twice during the day General Pershing was brushed
and polished.' It was a very cold morning and I had a nice wood fire
in the drawing-room over which they all clung gratefully. There were
sandwiches, coffee and drinks in the dining-room and they had a good meal
as they had left town at 8 o'clock. Nangy arrived in the midst of it
and kissed the General affectionately and said: "Do let's dance - you
are the bést dancer in the American Army." We dressed the degree=people
up in scarlet gownsand velvet hats. And all went down in cars - Wanda
had a seat with me. It was really a wonderful sight. Lord Curzon was
gorgeous. The Prince did not come but the degree was given in absentia.
Pershing had a splendid reception as did IIr. Hoover - but Haig was the
hero. I never heard such a racket. Joffre looks 0ld and sad - worn out
I fancy. As the big doors wereopened at the Sheldonian Jeffre—was—the

: I grarloimles,
£ipas—t U BNEI=~ "God Save the King" was played and as Joffre Stepped in
he saluted., And one couldsee all the others in procession behind him -
it was a gorgeous mass of scaklet and blaék, with touches of blue from
French uniforms and M. A. hoods. After the ceremony the All Souls guests
walked across the street into the bié Quad. At the gate the plan of
the table was handed you,andyou can fancy my surprise when I saw Sir
Douglas Haig was to take me in, and Sir David Beatt% on my right; 1 said
I felt 'IA must be Great Britain, I was so protected - Army and Navy on ei=-
ther side and France and #merica in front. I got on very well with my
friends. General Haig said everything that was charming about Bob Bacon.
He said he hal just had a letter from Billie H. telling him ;everything,

and appreciated so much his writing. Then I had such a delightful time -
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the best of the day. Wright, our All Souls friend, stood just béhind

us - looking after the wine. I told Sir Douglas that there had hot been

a better warrier in the Army's forces, so when we got up Sir Dou.glas

spoke to him - shook hands and thanked him. Wright nearly cried, and I
did - I could see him carrying those poor things down the hospital steps.
It is an awful thing to say, but I was much happier when the war was on
and I was really helping. HNow everything is upset, and fuss on all sides -
strikes and fights = and daily horrors in Europe. Mr. Hoover was most
depressing about the winter outlcok, and had to leave directly after lunch-
eon as he was called back = Huns holding up food for Poland. After
luncheon General Fershing dashed over to Blenheim to see the place, etc.,
then back to the University garden-party: at Wadham, then for a walk, and
back here. He said he would like a nap, so I tucked him up on the blue-
room sofa - an aide on the bed - and Griscom on your bed. At 7.30, having
been dusted and polished again they all went to dine at Christ Church and
left by motor for London at 10. - and back to France at dawn. So that's

all = such a business!

S

1

ST wund he
Osler must have s that he was t0 be victimized

by his friends in same way on the occasion of his seventieth birthday.

; ' W‘D;humm\,\
These things can hardly be kept secret, but he at least éd:;—&e%—ra-&iﬁa%e i

that he had any knowledge of what was going on. However, in one of her

letters his wife writess; ™The seventieth-birthday business 1s out - no -
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26 longer a secret, and Willie laughs though I thought he would be furious,™

He had in fact by now been formally approached on the subject by the Oxford

4

representative of the committee and writes to Adami; "Singer suggests that
Friday [July 11th] after the meeting [Royal Society of Medicine] is a good
time. Rolleston of course should be asked officially for permission.

It's wonderfully kind of all of you men to have taken so mmch trouble in

; | AL UM gy de 0T Nranst
all this time of sdrrow and anxiety.” E&to Dr. Charles Singer himself

on the preceding Tuesday:

-~ Dear Rabanus Maurus  So glad you have sciatica - 'twill do you
'good. Let me commend the writings of Brother Heape to you = Jjust muited
to ease a bodily affliction. fou may remember how the *Divine cloude of
Unknowinge' comforted Andreas Perforatus in the Fleet Frison. I have
been in bed since Sunday fighting a cold - so far with success. »

Thank Mrs Singer for Levy's address. I must write him about Avicenna.
In '14 we had almost completed arrangementd for the repair of the Prince's
' tomb at Hamadan., We must take it up again}. I have written Neligan, Phy.

| to the Embassy, to find out just how far he had procéeded, i.e. whether
| he really had the Shah's consent. Do you not think 1t should be done
under the auspices of the Hist. Sec. ReS.M.? . possibly too the French
Soc. He was a great man and the intellectual father of your friend
Albertus magnus. Yowrs. W.O. I have a sure cure for sciatica but I

hesitate to mention it at this early stage of the disease.

\ -,
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It was his tuwrn to submit to the sort of thing he was accustomed
to engineer for others,and at this very time he with James Bryce, John
Morley, Frederic Harrison and others was planning to pay & tribute to
John Beattie Crozier on his seventieth birthday, nearly coinciding with
his own. But in Osler's case there was a presentation to be made, so
his attendance must be assured, and he casually writes: "They are birth-

daying me this week in London."”
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Such an outburst of expiessions of ‘affection as Oslert's seventieth
fan narnd § tern beer fupcuc

birthday called forth few peeple have ever received. The medical
journals in the United States, in Great Britain, ami her Dominiong,
issued special‘Osler ﬁumbers; and from near and far people vied with
one another in paying him loving tributes. ‘Only once or twice be-
fore had 13 Norham Gardens been so nearly swamped by letters and tele-
grams and cables fram 0ld and young, from within and without the pro-
fession, As Abraham Jacobi wrote: "Seventy years, or any age, 1s no
period for yous You are eminently the one, the indispensable man in
Medicine - the indispensable man! Everybody feels that, knows that.»
The world is crowded with nonentities, but even they realize your su-
periority and feel grateful for your existence. So do I. Keep on."
To most of these messages as usual he axtempted to do justice, long-

hand, but so beset was he that recourse finally Was had to a formula;

L1
Your birthday greetings warmed my septuagenarian heart = many thanks,"
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Even before the day arrived, editorials began to appear in the
papers, and on the 5th the lLancet said:

l It is only fifteen years ago that$ir William Osler was appointed. Re-
gius Professor of Medicine at Oxford. If his friends on both sides of
the Atlantic =~ and‘no man has more, or more attached friends, most of whom
feel that he is their own private crony - had not united at this moment

to give him certain anniversary volumes as an expression of their affec-
tion, and by so doing revealed his birthday; no one woul@ have credited
him with three-score years and ten. True, he has long been before the
medical public and is steeped in the wisdom of the ages; more than twenty
years ago a distinguished foreignei, meetfing a Johns Hopkins physician '
inquired, "And how is your Osler? He must be centuries old." But he is
always sympathetically of the same age as the person with Wh>om he is talk-
ing; indeed he often remarks whan anyone's age is discussed, "Oh, he is our

age." 1Many a true word is spoken in jest, and as a practical joker of

no mean ability the Regius Professor is well able to hold his own with even
| the youngest of us - but that is another story. . . [And after enumer-
ating his many services, the editorial continues]: But ir; spite of all
these multifarious activities no one can think of the man without recalling

his love for books and their authors. As President of the Bibliographical

Society, as an active curator of Bodley's Library, and as a judicious col-
lector of incunabula and other considered treasures, he has enough work to

£i1l up the spare time of most young men. Of his favourite authors, Sir
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Thomas Browne, Montaigne, Oliver Wendell Holmes, and the Egerton Yorrick
Davises, father,ams son, and grandson (a family whom it is hardly an ex-
aggeration to say he has rescued from oblivion} he probably most closely
resembles the Knight of Norwich., ‘There are few if any medical men who can
give such charming addresses, full of kindly advice and gra.cefu; humour.
To read his 'Aequanimitas' is a never-failing remedy for bad temper. of
his infinité variety there is much moré to say, but this we hope to be here
to do on the 100th birthday which is his by hereditary right; and in the

meanwhile we may recall Oliver Wendell-Holmes's prophetic dictum: "To be

seventy years young is sometimes far more cheerful and hopeful than to

be forty years old."

<

Rt beane

A year before, while the war was still in progress, a committee wes or-

ganized with William H, WelcﬁwChairman, and Casey A. Wood Secretary, with the

object of issuing ‘imemorial volume (in honour of this birthday To this

many of his o0ld friends and pupils to the number of 150(?) had found them-

selves able to contribute, and hundreds more in other-times and circumstan-
ces would have been glad to. As it was, the proposed volume under the edi=-
torship of Charles L. Dana of New York had q‘k{%wn into two volumes, and the
publisher, beset by printers' strikes and the undertainty of the times, had

been unable to complete his task, so that dummy volumes hecessarily had to
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be presented when the day arrived, but this made little difference. It

b— e — 1 ing
2"’!\4 aclxol ‘en.u.wkob.m trelamis dnd Mol Raoel Gafued Twa dec, "™ wharn Sl s
foo Lee 107 Se Uern~

was a very brief and touching ceremony, before a small and devoted gather-

ing. CElifford Allbutt presided, saying:

“,v
g

To me as one of your oldest friemds in time, and perhaps oldest in
age, has fallen the honour of announcing our celebration of your seven=-
tieth birthday = one anniversary of many years Aof superdb service in two
kindred nations and for the world. The last lustrum 0f yowr three-score
and ten, if now.merged. in victory, has been a time of war and desolation,
of broken peoples and stricken homes; yet through this clamour and de-
struction your voice, among the voices in the serener air. of faith and

truth, has not failed, nor your labour for the sufferings of others

_grown weary. . .

And Osler in his reply made it seem almost as thoughAthey had gathered to
do Allbutt honour rather than himself. Fearing that his emotion woul_d
be too great to let him speak impromptu, he read the followirig reply;
even so)his voice breaking two or three times to such an extent tha£ ‘it
seemed he might not recover himself, but he managed somehow to get
through with its

Va

;’ e « o There is no sound more pleasing than one's own praises, but surely
an added pleasure is given to an occasion which graces the honourer as

much as the honoured. To you, Sir Clifford, in fuller measure than to any
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' in our generation has been given a rare privilege: to you, then yomg,
the old listened as eagerly as 4o now, when old, the yomg. Like Hal
ben Yagzan of Avicenna's allegory, you have wrought deliverance to all
with whom you have come in contact.

To have enshrined your gracious wishes in two goodly volumes appeals
strongly to one the love of whose life has been given equally to books
and to men. A glance at the long list of contributors, so scattered
over the world recalls my vagrant career - Toronto, Montreal, London,
Berlin and Vienna as a student; Montreal, Philadelphia, Baltimore and 0x-
ford as a teacher. Many cities, many men./ Truly with Ulysses I may
say, "I am a part of all that I have met."

Uppermost in my mind are feelings of gratitude that my lot has been
cast in such pleasant places and in such glorious days, so full of achieve-
ment and so full of promise for the future. ERaraphrasing my lifelong men-
tor - of‘course Irefer to Sir Thomas Browne - among multiplied acknowledg-
ment I can 1ift up one hand to heaven that I was born of honest parents,
that molesty, humility, patience and veracity lay in the same egg, and
came into the world with me. To have hé.d a happy home in which un-
selfishness reigned, parents whose self-sacrifice remains a blessed mem-
ory, brothers and sisters helpful far beyond the usual measure = all these
make a picture delightful to look back upon. Then to have had the bene-
diction of friendship follow one like a shadow, to have always had the
sense of comradeship in work, without the petty pin-pricks of jealousies
and controversies, to be able to rehearse in the sessions of sweet, silent

thought jhe expérie_nces of long years without a single bitter memory -

to have and to do all this f£ills the heart with gratitude. That three

transplantations have been borne successfully is a witness to0 the brotherly
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\care with which you have tended me. Loving our profession, and believ-
ing ardently in its future, I have been cmtent to live in and for it.
A moving ambition to became a good teacher and a sound clinician was fos-
tered by opportunities of an exceptional character, and any success I may
have attained must be attibuted in large part to the unceasing kindness
of colleagues and to a long series of devoted pupils whose success in life
is my special pride.

To a larger circle of men with whom my contact has been through the
written word - to the general practitioners of the English-speaking world -
I should like to say how deeply their loyal support has been appreciated.
iI\To‘ching in my career has moved me more, pleased me more, than to have pe-

ceived letters fram men at a distance - men I have never seen in the

Eflesh - who have written to me as a friend. And if in this great struggle
|

‘ through which we have passed sorrow came where she had not been befére,
' the blow was softened by the loving sympathies of many dear iriends.

| And may I add the thanks of one who has loved and worked for our profession,
|

' and the sweet influences of vhose home have been felt by successive gen-

 erations of students?.. “y

i
{

To the Committee dnd the Editors I am deeply indebted for the trouble

-—

Perhaps La.dy Osler alone appreciated the added strain he was under,
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for he was not at all well. Indeed, as an entry in his account-book
tells: ™At the College Club dinner sat in a thro draught and got chilled
& all week felt ag if a cold had come on. Tues and Wed felt seedy and
stayed in bed. Friday to town to the Asscc. of Br. Phy. and to the pre-
sentation of the birthday volumes. At the meeting in the aftermoon I
began to cough .and by 8 had a high fever.,” So from a sick-bed he writes
on July 15th to Sir Humphry Rolleston:

" ohenks for all you did in conmection with the Anniversery only
we did miss you. Friday night my Pneumococcus struck in and I had a
high fever md——i—meesan%ceug&” & have been in bed ever since. No local
signs no pain, but a great deal of igsritative cough. Better today No
fever. I camnot of cowse be at the Felluwship Meeting. I do not see
how the Fellowship can do all we wish and aim a;c in our P, G. scheme,
which is or should be a big educational and social combine. We should
have to go to the schools again to ask for reorganization. It is a com-
plicated business. Could we defer? Re. Am. Hospital.. I have written
Lord Reading. Momey is everything No good starting without one million

at least. Love to Lady Rolleston and tell her a kind friend sent the

1859 Fitzgerald Omar as a birthday presemt. I am crazy of course. Yours,

W. 0.
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So there were other gifts besides the ;mmiversary volumes; and,
propped up in bed he writes his usual succession of letters, as the

following to F. H. Garrison:

(,

| Delighted wuth your anthology idea, particularly as it falls in with

an 0ld wish of mine. I will look over the MSS with great interest and I
am sure the Press will take it. The sale would be limited in England

' but in the U. S. there should be a fair demand. I shall be much excited
to look over the list and will sut out - if any need! So interested in
what you say about Landor, to whom my peor ladd.ie was devoted. An origin-
al ed. of the Pericles and Asphasia he brought/ back with him from the
Somme trenches. I must look up the volumes as I should like yeu to have
them, with his book-plate. The Presentation was made by £1lbutt, who
looked and spoke as only my brother_Eegius can. He is wnigque. The vol-
umes look very handsome. My friends have just showered presents of all

sorts - the most interesting aphically, the 1859 Omar, presenta-

- tion copy from Fitzgerald to Max=iiiller, the Regimen Contra Pestilen-

tipm 1422 from same of my Colophon Club friends<™Best of all have been
the loving greetings from dear friends in the profession whosk devotion

has made my life so full and so happy.
And to Alfred W. Pollard:

Dear Brother Colophonist You will be interested to knmow how your

President survived his admission into the ranks of the *last lappers,®
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From our standpoint the birthday was a great success. The amiversary
4 volumes with articles from 150 contributors are themselves a direct en—-
| couragement to bibliograrhy. As for the Regimen sanitatis, which you
and others so kindly sent, please accept my hearty thanks for such a gem
- both author and printer have already stimulated my interest, which is
~the test of the value of any incunabula. An untouched 1859 Omar in-
scribed by Prof. Max-Miller with the compliments of the translator was a

pleasant surprise on the breakfast table. A present of the snuff-box

of our lamented friend Bannister, whose Vatican mixture had stimulated
| the piheal gland of all the chief continental bibliographers, has induced
your President to take up a hébit of such undoubted progeric value.

That a well ordered 70%th birthday may have all the advantages o0f the
final exitus is shown by the July number of the Johns Hopkins Hospital

Bulletin, which leaves nothing to be said. The end of the number brought

the thrill of the day, when I saw revealed the utter shamelessness of my
| 1ife = and the true reason of .our Secretary's attachment to me! A biblio-
graphy of my writings extending to 740 articles! An illuminated address
fran the staff at Bodley, (not to have worshipped at whose shrine I count
; the day lost) the promise of é. medico-literary anthology in my honour, with
; greetings fraom scorés of dear friends helped to complete a very happy 4ay « « «

| .

The issue of the Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin to which he refers,
contained a series of twenty papers* written in a most admiring,‘ friendly,

*Among them was the somnet beginning: "William the Fowler,
Guillaume 1'0iseleur™ written by Basil Gildersleeve in his eighty-
eighth year, and of which Prof. C. R. Lanman writes: "As I am
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greatly interested in the lore of surnames I had often wondered
what 'Osler' might mean, and now it appears to be a name that I
have been familiar with since I began the study of Sanscrit under
Whitney at Yale in 1871, for the 'Laws of Man' were edited by a
French scholar, Loiseleur Deslongchamps, in 1830: that is, by
__'Fowler Longfields.' So here you are."

and sometimes amusing spirit, ending with the Herculean effort of Miss
Minnie Blogg to assemble his bibliography - a list of 773 titles! -
which he hands on to Dr. Cowley, Bodley's Librarian, saying: "Here is a
tragic record I should like to have buried in the Bodleian.”

"It would have been so much better if my pneumococcus had carried
me off," Osler jokingly said one day, poigting to the volume as it lay
on his bed; "so dramatic; and what a relief to all those good fellows
who have written my obituary notices - they would have been saved so
much trouble." TUnquestionably it was an embarrassment, and countless
similar tributes appeared in various journals other than the Bulletin,
lay and professional, to which Osler set himself to make proper aclqzdw—
ledgment.

I just loved your reminiscences in the surprise number of the J.H.B.,

’[he writes to H. M. Thomas] only I wish you had said something of your
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father and all the good work he did. We do not half realize (& I know

it has never been sufficiently acknowledged) - what spade work he did in
those early days. I am glad you have put on record those early experi-
ences with Counce & others. It was a great group. And what a mercy
from heaven that such a man as Welch started the ball. It might have been
so different. Think how he won over all the local people. We have had

a great birthday, and but for the sorrow in our hearts such a joy. I am

really surprised to have lasted on in this way, for I must have driven the

:‘\machine hard in those early days.

Osler's personal memoranda of his illness show that he had a very sharp
attack, like his o0ld ones, of bronchial pneumonia which left him vgry
shaky for some weeks. On the 20th he wrote to Dr. MacAlister: "Dear
Je Y. W, I have been laid up ever since the 1l2th = an anaphylactic birth-
day bronchial shock! but am all right again - up today for the first
time. For heavens sake 'reck your own rede' and get away. What the
D. would the R. S. M. do without you." This was advice he was gé;e
prepared to follow himself, as indicated in a letter of the same date

to Thomas McCrae:

Dear Mac Three things: First, forgiveness for my shocking, in-

excusable, unpardonable neglect, but just ask that dear Amy to inter-
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| cede - though your d.ea.i' kind letter and that generous article in the
July Bulletin show me that your mind is still unhar@ened. Grace will
have told you what a racket and a mess I have been in, but no excuses -
it has been just a miserable shifting procrastination of which I am very
much ashamed, particularly after all you have dons.

Secondly, I ilope to get my share of the Text-book finished this fall.

We go to Jersey on the 28th & I shall have six weeks free for the Nervous

System and some tags that are left over. . .

| S—

Fully comscious of his procrastination, he nevertheless found it
difficult to put him mind on the revision even after they reached Jersey.
It was 'not entirely a matter of his illness, but rather that other things
interested him more, and as years went on he%/und it increasingly dif-
ficult to detach himself from his old —asséciations. Dr. John Ruhréh,
at this time Presi@ent of the old Maryland 'Faculty', had casually men-
tioned the fact in an obscure paragraph 'of his presidential address that
ten years had passed since the erection of the new building and that it
was time a renewed effort should be made to clear the 'Faculty' of its

debt. Though many had heard the address when delivered, and still others
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had probably read it, it was characteristic that Osler 3000 miles away
should have been the first to act upon the suggestion , and out of a
clear sky came a chegue for $1000 which served as a campaign document
to start a list of subscriptions for the object which Dr. Ruﬁréh had
suggested. Even though Qsier said in his note: "It is not a very good
time to raise memey - but it is really a worse time to save it." The
episode was a good example of his adherence to his favourite adage
'The flighty purpose never is o'ertook unless the deed go with 11;.;.»
for he had written Ruhré&h earlier in the day pramising to make a pay-
ment in October, .and promptly followed it by another letter saying:

"O0n second thoughts I am sending a cheque at once." But there were
other things less impulsive and which required more thought: things
which had to do with the progressive movement in medical education

not only in England but elsewhere. As a member of the Treasury Grants
Committee he wfote on the 24th to Sir George Newman:

I had hoped to be able to come up tamorrow, but I am so hoarse that

I think it would be safer not to. I have written to McCormick [Sir
A e )
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William] urging that the Committee (Hniversity-Grants-Committee) approve
of the immediate formation of clinical units at Bart's, London, and Uni-

versity College and St. Thomas'S., The Royal Free people should also

be encouwraged to proceed at once. They will need complete reorganization

within the next yeatr to meet the heavy clinical demands of the big classes

l;hat are coming on.

And from the programme in London he turns to his o0ld school at MeGill
and sends to hisﬁ.eaed. friends and colleagues there some very plain talk,
enclosing to each of them an open letter written to the Dean regarding
the organization of 'up-to-date hespital university clinics at MeGill,®
"The matter is urgent if the school is to keep in the van. Do give it
your careful considgration, as the \matter is vital to the interests of
all concersned. : It will need whole~hearted and wise management."  And
in the fopen ietter' he ‘urg-es a reorganization Qn modern limes, with more
sympathetic coUperation between the university and the hospitals; a
self-denying ordinance 'on the part of the men at preéent in charge,'

and a public appeal for funds, saying that 'it is a citizens' affair,!'

But nevertheless on his own responsibility he writes a personal note to
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Mr. Rockeiell:er, laying the sitga’cion before him and wrging that the
General Education Board take the matter under consideration.

Meanwhile, little was escaping him that had any bearing upon his
library and gizxe catalogue raiSOnné,'for in one of the volumes, a novel
entitled "The Modern Sphinx" which recalls his qutreé.l days he had
written: "I was interested in Barry, as our old Dean, Dr. G. W. Campbell,’
used to tell us about her when she was stationed in Canada. She lived
in the house at the. corner of Durocher and Sherbrooke Sts = the one with
pillars. Dr. C. said she was very popular, but a martinet and lived a
" secluded life. He knew her well and attended her professionally b;zt

had no suspicion that she was a woman., And so on the 26th he writes to

Sir Edward Worthington:

.

You may have seen that a play - "Dr. James Barry" was produced at a
matinee at the St. James Theatre. She was a very remarksble character,
and I have beén interested in her as we used to hear such remarkable
tales about her in Montreal. She died in 1865, and the statement is

that the report of the autopsy is in the War Office records, Victoria

Street - at least, so Colonel Rogers says in a preface to the book "The
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Modern Sphinx.!' Keogh thinks the report would be in the Central Re-

gistry of the War Office. I should like very much indeed a copy if it

is possible to get it.

b . 3

On August 1lst they left for a /sojourn at Jersey, and that evening he
writes to Archie Malloch: " Mrs. Your Aunt = the kind lady met us. The pink
cottage is very nice & we shall be very happy:if no one calls, The sea &
sands & rocks are just right.," And Lady Osler writing the same even-

. T

ing says: "We have two writing-tables prepared - one with the Nervous
System and one with Walt Whitman, ready for hard work," There is/icubt
as to which of the twb ‘i)roved the most alluring and served to keep McCrae
and the publishers of the Text-book uneasy, for he had not only promised
Sir Walter Raleigh to give a lecture on Whitman before his class in

avesk O Shcant
English Literature, but had also ;lem-l—sed—w—ghe—eae at the City Temple

Mia—
on November 6th on the same subject; whieh led him into a long corres-

= lhne ’ camk b roMonter
pondence with many people (fho met—endy Imew the Poet, but—else—wish———

Horace Traubel of whose book Weir Mitchell had remarked that ‘1t was less

a biography than an autobiography of the biographer,'
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It was a peaceful spot they had found, 'with no telephone, no troaps
arriving; a glorious doast, bathing chez nougat any tide.' And, per-~
haps more importaent than all else, 'not a soul to speak to.' In a
few days he wrote to G. C. Shattuck that he was ¢'sweating out a new

edition of his text-book long over-due; had knocked the Nervous System

Sowe
to pieces and written in & new sections! But the other work=-table,

without doubt, proved the greater lure, and the Walt W’hitman lecture,
never to be delivered, was written out so far as it could be without

books of reference, before the Text-book revision had its just dues.

4 ook
It began with thisﬁa_.ggraph: »

Chapter [ ] of(George Eliot's) [ ] has as its motto "Surely
whoever speaks to me in the right voice him or her I shall follow as the

s :
waters follow the moon, silently, with fluid steps, anywhere around the globe."
Those were the happy days when the novels of the great Englishwoman came out

in parts and those were days when men were really young and impressionable.

Beneath the lines were "leaves of Grass; Walt Whitman."® The lines stuck like

a burr, the name of.the book and the author vanished completely.

R

And from this he went on to give not only his personal reminiscences of the
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Bood grey poet but an appraisal of his work.
His early letters from St. Brelades confess that 'the last few years

have been a heavy strain -=not only the heart-breaking loss of Revere but a
maltiplicity of cares and anxieties associated with the war.!' 7They were
| ,. ollenig U Famcln GenT, and
near enough to France to see after sundown the%lashli@tim:ﬂtzﬂm
though their loss was brought home to them with increased poignancy during
'h7 Smelfe

this £irst vacation &m%’éey had chosen to fight it out in seclusion and,

‘after all, rest was what he needed to put him on his féet once more.'
The day's work he had planned was interrupted only by an occasional
frolic with 'Cissie Le Bas' a black-and-white spaniel #het he spoiled by

\

alro
over-feeding; emd by wisits from a little girl the daughter of a neighbouring
Rolions ol %
plumber at St. Hillers, who could sing a plaintive French ballad and who
would accompany him on his walks. Their evenings were given over to reading

aloud and he writes: "Have you seen the Cambridge "History of American Lit-

erature” of which vols. I & II are out! We have been so interested & have
got thro both vols in the evenings. Also the "Story of the Sat. Eve. Club®
by Emerson is A. 1. Such good descriptions of the o0ld Boston worthies,™

So in this out-of-the-way but restful place far from a troubled world,
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no longer bedevilled by countless callds upon his time and sympathies,
 amet. 1he botnlena_,.

he began t0 regain his appetite and spirits: "$tout, twice a déW

say nothing of 10 piglets & 7 puppies to play with, & 28000 tomato-plants
within sight!™ And by the time the wacation is over he writés to his
'Dearest Sister Sue' : "Thi_s place has been a great success. You ishould
see Grace gawalloping in the sea! We have scarcely missed a day. Only
3 bad ones in the 5 weeks, I have got back, I am sure, the 21 pounds I
had lost, and no longer see my ribs. Make John read that History of Am-
erican Literaturé about which I wrote. Wg havev been so interested. The
textbook is booming - so Sister is happy. I am a new man - & my handsprings
in the sea are much admired."

During all this quieét time he had been catching up on the corres-
pondence which had grown out of his having been somewhat 'over-bebirthdayed',

; Butthare. wine Macey Ctfer, orn o Gl ige i

as he expressed it. There—were-more—totters: to his McGill friends in

which he continued to urge the university authorities to take action on

the hospital problems in Montreal; to Wenckebach through whom dupplies and
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fu.ﬁd.s were being sent to relieve the starving Austrian children; to Dr.

' Cruikshank regarding the winter's programme of the Historical Section of
the R.S.M. for which he promises a paper on The Centenary of Laennec's
Praité; to others urging them to attend the B.M.A. meeting at Cambridge
in 1920 for, since Allbutt was President, they must make it a great occa-
vsion; to Mr. John Ballinger, who says of Osler that 'he was the kind of
man who could put his hand on the elbow of any other without offense and

W“l
lead him where he wi3l,' asking:

—

What about the Celtic summer school next year; (1) a group of the

best teachers fram all over the world, six at least as strong cards,

(2) attractive courses of pupular lectures in Celtic literature, (3)

l

%mtensxve technical courses 4 - 6 weeks duration.

‘( /Get the Celtic Committee to arrange the programme and select the men
|

'and form a budget. I think the Subs. and the Treasury Ed. Committee will
pronde funds - or should! R.eturn to Oxford tomorrow. How is the Med.

Student‘? Tell him to call at once when he comes up.

—

So even during his vacation he kept in active touch with many projects

being planned for the next twelve month, ?éep’cember 18th found them once

» dewwdu—‘o" R e L
a»a.e;éza‘t fu..m..\ Onod Ra. e, nun-(f.l' G Sehena Boy on

‘\u_..a.,(«.‘, ol d, Gle! i awiovﬁo«w.
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more in Oxford, for the few weeks' quiet they so greatly enjoyed there

before the 'distractions o:ﬁ_‘ term time. A note in his account-book tells

how this was interrupteds "Left here the night of Sept. 22nd to see Mrs. M.
~in Glasgow with Drs. Ness, Cameron & Armstrong. Went on to Edinburgh, stayed
with Lovell Gulland. Saw Harvey Littlejohn & Others." And here the

story may be taken up by his Edinburgh host.

; wh(ulul:a -“V'.C?\..O_G.amﬂ
He stayed with me during his last visit to Edinburghy I don't think

-
I had seen him since the war began, and I was surprised to find how little
the war and his son's death had changed him outwardly. He was just the
same to0 look at, did.n't. seem to be older, unless you caught him when he
| didn't think he was observed. He was as cheerful and jolly as ever, and
as enthusiastic. He was full of plans about his own work; talked With me
about the new edition of his text-book, about cataloguing his library; in-
sisted on knowing all that we were doing in Edinburgh - there was a great
deal to tell him about that, and he cordially approved of all our pl.ans and
arrangeménts. :

He was on the Treasury Committee for University Grants and a good deal

of his time while he was with me was spent in seeing different professors

and hearing about our needs. But he really seemed t0 be more interested in

my small grandson (agéd. four)q than in all the rest of us put together: got
|
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hold of him whenever he could, and the boy, who called him *'Willie Mosler!®
loved him, and was quite happy with him. Ons afternoon my wife found
them in the nursery playing bears, with Osler easily the more active and
infantile of the two!

I was very unwilling to let him travel on the night of the railway

strike, but he was very anxious to get home and insisted on going.

o

Lady Osler's letter to her sister on the 29th, the day after Sir Wil-
liam's return, will recall to mind these trying days:

e o o Our beloved old Smith the inspector at the station won't 'go out' -
is helping the volunteer workers in evéry way and says the strikers are

quite mad. Even the Northcliffe papers that have been down on the Govern-

ment say they are in the wrong, and trains are already being run by volun-
T
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teers, although only one a day from here. Aeroplanes are in full swing,
bringing newspapers, and huge lorries with every kind of provision. Hyde
Park is the base for the milk supply of London and the papers today =
brought by aeroplane - show gentlemen helping to load and unload the huge
cans. Willie left Edinburgh Friday night at 10 p.m. and when he awoke at
7.00 Saturday morning was in Heweastle. The crowd was terrific and as he

could get no motor he went to see a doctor friend who borrowed one for him

which he took, leaving Newcastle at 11 a.m. Saturday and reaching here Sun

day at 3.00. He slept -in an old inn somewhere and arrived with an awful
cold and is now in bed trying to stop it. The motor was old and slow but
got him home thank Heaven; and he telephoned en route so that I didn't
worry, or pretendedvno'c t0. I had my passport and everything ready for

Flanders and was going this week, but of course cannot do so now. . ~

The Government has swooped down on all petrol from garages. We had some but
| must turn it in, and I had to give the man 17 gals. to get back to Newcastle,

282 miles. What a world! Where is peace? Poor Lloyd George had a tooth-

ache Friday during the conference with the strikers and I felt so sorry for
him. Mr. Wilson pégged out too!! We are rationed closer then ever - 1 lb.
of meat a week - at least it says 1/ 8 pence worth - and beef and mutton are
1/ 8. per lbe. 1 oz. butter, 2 of margarine, 2 of sugar - and very little

bread this\ time; but no one is grumbling yet. We all know how to meet it now.

Osler, meanwhile, in bed with his cold, puts his mind on the Text-book and

dovs Soma Sucrat LT

writes on the 30th to Archie Malloch who is werking(on pneumonia in one of the
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London hospi tals:

N

4 :
Dear “Pfeiffer¥. Please see enclosed [ reference to Comby's paper

on Acute Encephalitis in Children. Archives de Médecine des Enfants, Oct.
1907, p. 577] as to (1) is it the disease which starts with fever, convul-
sion and come, & the child wakens hemiplegic; (2) what is the lesion de-

scribed? (3) How many p.m.'s? Yours, W. O.
N

This is but a sample of the notes bravely written the first days
of October. It was no new thing for him to be laid up after an ex-
posure such as hg had had, and he prepared to enjoy himself during the
enforced confinement in his usual fa.silion, reading and writing in bed,
‘with book§ and papers and magazines accumulating on covérlet and table
until they overflowed to the floor‘. Though he had always said in a
half-joking fashion that the pneumococcus he had harboured so many years
would some day carry him off, he had no premonition as yet that his time
had came and writes on the 2nd to Thomas W. Salmon; "P;ease order for me
Quixote Psychiatry by Victor Robinson, the review of which is in the July

Noe. of the Mental Hygiene. I knew Clevénger & should like very much to
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have ﬁhe story of his life. Tell the press to send the bill."  Axd B
few days later to Mrs. Chapin: P
> In bed, waiting for Sunday Bkfast with a cold, & no stylo - downstairs

- but you will not mind a lead pencil. We have enjoyed your letters so
much & hearing all about the family. . . Grage is in fine form. Jersey
did her more good than Harrogate would have done. I am worrying her now
with a coid - & cof caught on my way from Scotland - she will have told you
no doubt. We are all so unhappy about Wilson = poor man no wonder he has
broken down Think of the Strain of these years  And the pityof it all
is that had he come over as President of the U. S. & not as head of the Dem.
Party, & had Root & Lodge with him, all this delay & trouble would have been
saved. Dam Politics & Parties. We are having a little strike of our

. own which seems t0 demonstrate how well the country can get along without

| the R, R. wnion. .. . If you see Fred Shattuck or George my love to them.

| What F. S.* & Billy Thayer** wrote about me was the bestest.

L

r #ns Vigorous Medical Septua-gemarian." Boston Medical &
LSurgical Journal, July 10, 1919, p. 46. By F. C. Shattuck.

** nogler the Teacher." Johns Hopkins Hospital Bulletin,
July 1919, xxx, 198s200. :
Aware by this time that he was in for something more serious than
usual, he began to call off his engagements which were many, in Wales and

; al\r\wwltvz
elsewhere, and to withdraw from)mny of his official positions, as from the
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B =
Edinburghs end on the 6th he writes to Sir George Newman:; "Here I am

in bed again with a recurrence of that bronchitis which will prevent
my being at the meeting on the 9th. It would be very much better if
: :
you and M¢Cormick will allow me quietly to drop out of this business.
You need a younger man as representative of Medicine and I have writ-
ten to that effect.n
_ vl

He had begun having a good deal of fever by this time, with a‘Ai s-

tressing cough, and his faithful colleagues of the Radcliffe Infimmary,

A. G. Gibson and William Collier, brought in to see him found him by no

means an easy patient. No easy task for younger men to attend their Chief

threatened with a malady of which he knew ;ph more than they, and whose
fever was likely to make him.ev‘en more frolicsome than usual. He would
greet them by saying: "I had a good night, and smell the rose above the
n;g.ld this morning.”™ And on being asked to explain, replied that Thomas

Hood's "StanzasY was a gbod poem for doctors and all should know it.
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And so things dragged on, with increasing fever and cough; so—that
: Leturnita) iﬂ
paroxysms énnouncea that 'pneumonia at seventy is
fatal; here is a list of people to give my love and goodbye to,' But
in spite of his premonition his irrepressible spirit and sense of humour um wouates
#® uppermost and it was rare that he 'smelled the mold above the rose,'
S0, on Sunday, October 19th, to Mrs. Chapin:

[ Help! help! sister Sue! and several times over you must have heard

my cri du coeur {though that was not really the place) sent across the

waters. Why should I have had to wait for a 70th birthday to get practical
knowledge of all varieties of Pelvic (Crown) Derby? I knew nothing of bedpans!
nobody had ever lectured to me on their variety & uses - Is there a special
course at Harvard on them? and in the U. S. are you allowed private ones
like R. R. cars?, : Have they the variety combining all the advantages of é..
cradle and an incu’b‘afor~; and I hear that different cities have different
Trituals, and that at soxﬁ_e Hospitals - like the Brighan = it is not a ritual
but a true cult.

As for things called Water Bottles - they never told me the use of these
highly ornamental & artistic bits. My Septuagen. committee has sent apo-

Jlogies for not including articles on them in the birthday volumes. Alté-

gether I have had a ~=== ---= 0of a time, yet with it all no pain, no head-

ache, distress only when the heavy paroxysm of coughing gripp;d me in a con-
vulsion, There is nothing I do not know of the varieties & vagaries of

coughs & coughing - the outcome is far away. Shunt the whole pharmaco=-
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boeia, except opium. It alone in some form does the Jjob. What a comfort
it has been! Poor Sister! worried to death of course. For two days I
felt very ill & exhausted by the baroxysms. We often talked of you & wished
you could have been with us Arcl:;ie has been here on & off " We expect
Bill home on Tuesday or Wed Yours W.

#1P.s's - '

’51,. Ask at Goodspeeds ;12; day if Parkman's - the Historians -‘ Essay on
Democracy is to be had in separate form. It is not in the Ed. I have of
his works. \

2e Tﬁe Revision of the Text-book is booming

3. 16 Curzon St. Mayfair will be free in May 1920. Let me know by
Cable.* -

5 *This refers to a long-standing jcmke with Mrs. Chapin

e that he and she should set up a rival establishment to 13
i Norham Gardens,

4. The car eomes on Wed@nsday.
5. Mrs Benning [the chauffeur's wife] is in the Radcliffe with
swollen legs &c &c &c &c but should do well,
This E. Y. D.'ish outburst is no less characteristic of Osler than the
detached way in which he would jot down clinical nates of the progress of his
whirssa—

maledy and send them with messages of greeting to his professional friends =-

much as though he were the physicizn in attendance on some Patient in whose

welfare he knew they would be intérested. These bulletins were almost always

hopeful 6nes and invariably had some amusing twist of expression. He seemed



76
Oct.
1919

better by the first of November, and in a cheery round-robin sent to some

of his Baltimore friends he reports: "No fever since the 16th but the cough

1

persists and an occasional paroxysm - bouts as bad as senile whooping-cough.

One night they nearly blew my candle out! No. 3 pneumococcus & M. Catarrha-

lis - the organisms. Practically no physical signs = a little impairment of

resonance at bases but no réles or tubular breathing. I am mending now &

should be up within a week." On November 5th he wrote:

.
o

Dear Polland I have had a bad 'knock out.' Two days of laxﬁ week

I felt at the limit, but have gradually improved & am now without fever &
with very little cough. It has been one of these low broncho-pneumonias so
common after influenza. Lady Osler had instructions to ask you to come, as

I should nc;t have considered it proper to 'gob without your blessing, & without

a personal message to my friends in the Society. The experience has been en-

| couraging - discomfort of course, but no actual pain and except for the worry

;about leaving dear ones, singularly free from mental distress. . .
ke

His illnéss had of'course become noised abroad and letters of inquiry
and sympathy poured in. f’Better, thank you! though the cough persists &
also the trained nurse," he writes lirs. Chapin early in November. 'fI
have been more than a month in bed = never before for so long, Poor Grace!

she has had a tough time, but the nurse has been a comfort. Such a nice
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woman and she scrubs me like a kid." The 'nice woman,' Sister Edwards,
has many touching recollections of these last months and writes:

" Wnen every night between the hours of 2.00 and 4.00 a.m. these dread-
Aful attacks of coughing were at their worst, he never complained and,
though utterly.exhausted with the effort, his face would suddenly light up
and his eyes flash as he made some humorous remark. He disliked mixtures
very much and would, as he put it, only take something 'plain', such as
strychnine or digitalis. "Why spolil a wonderful drug iike opium by mixing
it witﬂ inferior things," he would say; and I always had the greatest dif-
ficulty in persuading him fo take some of the mixtures prescribed for him.
He was very fond of lemons and always had a plate with small pieces by his
bedside, and when he was lying apparently too ill to move he would quietly
reach out his emaciated hand for a piece which would alight with unerring
aim on Lady Osler's or my head. I think one of the most lovable things
about him‘ were these sudden flashes of fun. I am quite sure that he knew
from the first that his illness would prove fatal. He kr;ew every stage so
well; and once after the consultants had left him, with a cheery word about
hi's recovery toﬂ which he had as cheerily responded, he looked up at me and
said: "Ah, Sister, we know, don't we.,” He loved to tease Dr. Gibson of
whom he was very fond, and I remember one day his saying: "There really is
nothing the matter with me, Gibson, except this bed-sore of mine." And
when we got outside the room Dr. Gibson looked at me with greaf consternation
and said: “His back is all right isn't it?" How Sir William chuckled when

T o SRR RO TG LIT
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 He had his own little formulas to which he adhered. The last thing
at night, after the hypodei'mic necessary to give him any rest, he would

recite:

I rest so composéd, now in my bed,
That any beholdgr would fancy me dead:
Might start at beholding me, thinking me dead.

And he alwa.&s spoke of the toddy which was preseribed for him, as his

; 'Edgazf Allent, 9;;& every morning, while waiting for his. breakfast, he
would call for 'the little darling' - a miniature of little Muriel Howard
to Whom he was devoted, and would hold it on his knee and talk endearments
to her.

i Lady Osler's devotion to him and their devotion to each other was very
beautiful, and sometimes in the early moring when he had been coughing for
| nearly an hour he would say: " Poor soui, I'm sure she's awake. Just go in

and say that I'm all right, and see whether she would like a cup of tea,n

And to me, his nurse, he was always most thoughtful and kind, and would al-

| ways tell me where I was t0 go for my walk and what I was to notice; and he

| would always say: "Be sure and take big deep breaths, Sister."

\

Things looked better for a time at the end of the month. He was up fer
a short period each day and had begun to read again. On the 5th in a note
to Sir Humphry Rolleston he sé.ys: "Paroxysms at longer intervals, but yester-

day a.m. one that nearly blew the 1id off. I get up for 3 or 4 hrs, but ex~
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ertion & talking ‘bring on the cough. lMeanwhile I am most comfortable and

have just finished Vol. VII of Lucas' Lamb., How I should have liked to

Wm_ Vi
get drunk with Charles Lamb!"™ And wiﬁrqnoﬁa—t-i—eng/from Lucas's m’she

aé"’"’m of, e niucch arorg, Z-—')w;n.«’:?f”‘-?j/u»uﬁ; Mol ety B S i
filled ~ . : b
Gt bteosiibos i) inepe (it temicc Fow micoica P 3 WaaF fue 5 gl

L3

tifal obliquities of the Religio Medici.! Pe 249 - The purchase of

the Beaumont and Fletcher folios. Delicious bit which Revere lovedf'

e
Vol. VI, p., 212 - Lamb's letter about Izaac Walton, not in Lucas! edi-

«

tion.” P. 526 - Refers to a Sonnet of Wordsworth on Iz. w.2 Bhus

There was té.lk at this time of his being taken to t.he Riviera, for
Eﬁglish houses were none t00 warm and eomfortablte in fhese days of enforced
post-bellum economy, but he replied that he 'preferred to be translated to
Meaven from his own bed,' and whatever attitude he held before others he
was fully aware of the gravity of his ma'lad.y” and made no concealment to

his wife and the nurse of his own prognosis. "I am booked for Bolders
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Gréen," he would say after one of his bad bouts of coughing; and when

Pfeiffer's bacillus was finally identified he was greatly interested, but

said: "There is never but one ending to these tragic influenza cases in

old age."

There soon came a turn for the worse, and in a letter to Miss Humpton,

his one-time secretary in Baltimore who had helped him with his early edi-

tion of the Text-~book, he writes on November 9th:

I have been having a devil of a time = in bed six weeks! - a paroxys-
mal bronchitis, not in either of your books! Fever for a week, temperature
to 108.5; practically no physical signs; cough constant, short couples and

then bouts, as bad as whooping-cough. Sne-—nighi—they nearlybiewmy camite

eutd < . Then the other night, eleven o'clock acute pleurisy. A stab &

then fireworks, pain on coughing and deep breath, but 12 hours later a bout
arrived whvich ripped all pleural attachments to smithereens, & with it the
pain, not a twinge since! but a dry rub which I can feel now as I breathe

and hear like a rhonchus. Very stra‘-i—ght attack. I am very comfortable ex~
cept in the paroxysms. All bronchial therapy is futile - there is nothing my
good doctors have not made mg try, but the only things of any service whatever
in checking the cough have been opiates - a good drink out of the paregoric

1

bottle or_a hypodermic of morphin.. I have a splendid nurse.
Y
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He expressed a desire to see Sir William Hale-White, who came on the 10th
and found a sick man, as stoical as Marius, who was smelling the rose above
the mould. There was evidently a pleurisy but no signs of fluid, and
Osler very soon wrote to say: "Your visii; was a great comfort. Lady Osler
had becomg worried at the length of time &c. Report is -" and he jotted
down his personal observations: "The pleurisy continues - dry friction

a bit more extensive." in a letter to szs. Chapin on #&e”llth he says:
"We thought of you and wished you were here in our touching two-minute
silence. I have been worrying your sister not a little lately but there

is no feyer and the outlook is good. Call up Fred Shattuck and say I am
better. I daresay there are rumours. Indeed there must be as I have

Al

been getting cables.®

Two weeks passed with no great change. Those who thought themselves
near to him and judged by his letters, were mess sanguine of his recovery : G~
e freos~ Gty ,

o Professor Sherrington tells of the old ser-

vant at the laboratory who said: "No sir, I don't think Sir william will



8l=a
Nov
1919

get ﬁgﬁgbr. You see, sir, it's like this: yéu know how Sir William mostly
on his way dowﬁ to the Infi;mary of a mérning would drop in for a few mo-
ments to see you and the rest. Well, in the old‘days, coming in, and
likewise going out, he had always a word for me. You know his style, sir,
like .giving a man a cheery dig in the ribs. But now these last months
I've noticed him greeting you quite merry-like; but in between -whiles

his face has been grave as though he had something heavy on his mind and he
has walked in apd out without once noticing me. It's Mr. Revere, sir,
and Sir William won't get better."™ So the old servant had long seen what
others miséed: that the hair which had been raven black was now this léte
in life showing gray, and the Osler with the buoyant step and ready bamter
carried a grief he could not throw off. % He was still able to write his

. many postcards, and an occasional longer letter. To H. D. Rolleston

on the 13th: "Still growing stronger - I mean the cough!" Appetite good &
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am enjoying myself! In the recent life of Samuel Butler vol. I there is
a notice of your N. Z. uncle. Love to Lady Rolleston.,"™ And the next
day to Allbutt: "Better - less cough and 'paroxysms less severe = no fever,
General condition good & very comfortablle and happy. Love to Lady All-
butt.”
Nor with all this did his thought of others lapse, and he writes:

Sir John MacAlister; "Send a card for the library and meetings R.S.M. to
br. Edﬁard Jen;ar Wood (Hotel Arundel, Strand) of Wilmington N.C. = one
of the very best and a dear friend of mine. | I make pleasant excursions
from one side of the bed to the other and am enjoying life immensely.

It is ' not likely that I shall ever get up againl!*" So also, when the
examination-time came round again_, it was equally chgracteristic for him
to insist that the examiners should stay at the 'Open Arms' as usual,

Among them was A. Salusbury MacNalty who at Osler's suggestion had been

appointed Examiner in Public Health, and he writes: " I saw Sir William
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fwice and my heart forbode me as I saw his face though he hailed me with
the same cheery greeting. The influenngacillus had just been isolated
from his sputum and he was pleased about thié. 'I knew,' said he, 'there
was a nigger in the {voodpile.' He v_vas‘ reviewing Sir Victor Horsley's
Life by Stephen Paget‘ for the Oxford Magazine. We had some talk on this, but
3 Aid not stay long beside his bed for I feared to weary him. And at

our parting hand-clasp I think we both realized that we had parted in life
for the last time."

A charming and sympathetic review of steﬁhen Paget's Life of Horsley

written in.pen.cil, 'éad_. on knee' as of old, was‘his last bit of writing

for publication,* It,endedg
["‘Cf. the Oxford Magezine, Jan. 23, 1920.

" Such was Victor Horsley, as meny of us knew him, and as we love to .
think of him. Mr. Stephen Paget has performed a very difficult task with
rare ability. As lady Horsley says in a prefatory note, it would be hard
to find two men more widely separated in their mental attitude - differing
in religious convictions, in politics, in social ideas; and it was both
courageous and gracious on her part not to attempt to suppress or to soften

in any way the critical attitude of the author.

The peace which would have been denied him at home he finds in a sol-
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dier's grave in Mesopotamia - and perhaps better so: -

He has outsbared the shadow of our night;
Envy and calumy and hate and pain,
And that unrest which men miscall delight
Can touch him not and torture not again;
From the contagion of the world's slow stain
He is secure, and now can never mourn
A heart grown cold, a head grown grey in vain.

The 'Anthology' which F. H. Garrison and Casey Wood had gathered to

@l a i 2. n ANanof e MJME
commemorate his birthday i answer, and he wrote/on the 1l5th:
= Dear Garrison Yours of Oct. 29th here today. 'Nothing yet from

Milford - I suppose the MS is in process of purgific atiofi There are still
many things in it I wish to see. The Press will follow your wishes as \to
format. I am sure the Volume will be most attractive.

I think I have sent a line since my illness.- Still in bed. End of
the 5th week, but better - only an occasional paroxysm of coughing. It
has been a slow business but not unpleasant. I love bed, and am very happy
with four pillowé & my legs drawn up. I have gone through Lucas' Lamb with
great delight. How glorious if would have been to have known the dear man -
& even to have got drunk with him now and then. Do you mean to tell me -
through Halsted's article on Goitre - that the 5.G.L. has not vol. one of
the Detroit Clinic with McGraws case of goitre - the &ne Whi(.;«h became lMyxo-
dematous! I knew of it, having made the diagnosis of lach. Straun. for McG.
who was an old friend. Horsley's Life just out and well done of course by ‘

Paget - but what a tregedy! Why could he have not collected umbrella handles
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‘instead of going into politics. Love to Wood and Noble. No chance of

U. S. next year. Yours ever, W. O.

P.S. Since writing - indeed since it was closed - yours of the 28th
Sept came up from 'below, ! I have not been having my letters until re-
cently & only get at pen & ink by stealth.

1. Shall'be delighted With the Fletcher which has come, but has
not yet reached my bed - Dear oid man! How Chas. Lamb would have loved him!}

2. I will see to t.he changes you wish. I have not yet had a proper
'go!' at the MS.

e 'Twas Lamb vs}ho started Revere in the o0ld Elizabethans, about whom
he picked up an extraordinary amount of information. He had SOm? favourite
quotations from Dig’OEer's "Shoemakérs Holiday."

4. B2nd Mayéw. So vglad .that O.H.H. as I call him, has found an associa-
‘tion with I-fg,‘j,visier but it is curious that Beddoes makes no mention of the
f;'act whenV he criticizes L. for his neglect of M. (p. xxxiv Chemical experi-
ments and opinions extragted from a work published in the last century. Ox-
ford 1890). Beddoes was a great man - born out of due time. I collect his
books.

5. Love to Streeter - so glad you have him at Historical work again -

few do it so well.. There is a fine touch in all his writings.

i,
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M3,
He had also been reading or having réad aloud/Jones's Life of Samuel

Butler which aroused his ire, and on the 25th he wrote Dr. Parkes Weber '
sayings

f Thanks for your letter & papers both most interesting. I- have just
finished S. B. Life - good but not pleasant reading. He was a selfish pig
and his treatment of that poor woman Miss Savage was as he came to feel him-
self, shameful. . . You are wrong P. W. in thinking 'contrast' is necessary.
Life of course must be élukupicric = but then I am not a good judge = ex-~
cept in one particular I have had nothing but butter & ﬁoney. By the way
that Butler poem on Immortality is A.l. & you used it very properly. Yours,

Ww. 0. Reynolds' face was a bit Bardolphian but I did not connect it with B.

—

So in those last few November days before he was too ill to write, he sent
brief notes to many people, in Canada, in the States, in England. One Of,
his Oxford colleagues at the Bodleian, in sendiﬁg Osler's last note to him
which says: "Abed, coughing, comfortable, hopeful! Appetite good & p}enty
of books - which are the essentials of ‘d1feq Greetings to the Selden BEnd“,
adds: "He was indeed.one of the Saints of God = how beloved of men! we

never think or talk of him without feeling the thrill of encouragement that
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he spread around him.,”  Nor did he forget his many adored children:

2 Dear Evelyn and Nadine and Betty Harty - Will you please take the
L‘enclnsed. slip of paper to the bank and get silver and copper for it and go
to some shops and N. and B. buy a little Xmas present for E., and E. and N.
buy a little one for B., and B. and E. buy'a little one for N. with the dear
love of Grace and Willie for Xmas, and while the presents are to be little
they must smell good, taste good and look good - and you will be sorry to
hear that I am still in bed but they say I do lookiasweet done up in a pink
shawl, and one of my special comforts is what we call Evelyn the lavender

bag which you gave me I hug her all the time, and we miss you térribly and a

Lvery happy Xmag to you all Your loving WILLIE.

Puzzled at times just as were those in attendance, by the atypical
progress of his malady, he admits in a letter to C. P, Howard that he is
hgving a curious attack but addsv: ';I am always suspicious of the pleura with
these hard recurrent bouts of coﬁgh after an acute pulmonary trouble."

Lady 6sl§r in'her daily bulletin sent $0 Archie Malloch, says on the 27th
after describing one of these fearful paroXysms of couéhing which came in
the early morning hours and left bim utterly exhausted: "Do you know Tenny-

i
son's "Tjthonus'?“- Sir William was reciting it as he had his hot nilk =1

have always expected this." And among his last notes was a touching let-
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ter to Mrs. Brewster, sayingg‘ wphe Harbour is not far off & such a happy
voyage! & such dear companions-all the wayl & the future does not worrye.
It would be nice to find Isaac there with his friends .- Isaac-Walton-and
_others?!™  But even his last, or nearly the last, scarcely legible missive,

written to Mrs. Chapin November 28th, shows his irrepressible spirit crop-

ping out:

7 Dearest B. S. Same 0ld cough going on here! We are both very tired
of it. My friend Hale White of London gave a good report yesterday, but it
is a 8low business - and so aggravating and distressing for Grace. The
Nurse continues A.l. I am eating well = no fever & pulse good, so that the
outlook is favourable. And on most days 'I smell the rose above the mould, *

We are just waiting with real excitement to hear the results of Naucy Astor?s

election contest at Plymouth. I think it pretty qertain. Love to you all.

| Yours Affy% ; b I 5

By December it was clear that the slow inflection was progressing. A
second nurse was added. Dr. Malloch joined the household, and from his
daily notes and from the letters he sent off at Osler's request, the malady

can be followed in detail to the end: the aspiration of his pleurisy; an
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empyema; the identification of the influenza bacillus; an operation; a
pulmonary abscess; another operation with its sudden tragic issue. On

December 5th the day after his chest was first tapped, Dr. Malloch's

notes read:

( Later in the day he spoke of the flushed feeling about his head and I
tried to explain it But he said: "Archie, you lunatic! Itve been watching
this case for two months and I'm sorry I shall not see the post mortem.

-Wéﬁ/ 'At any rate the books are there; do you know about Michael Angeld and
his tomb? So pathetic! Well, it's Michael 4ngelo and his tomb, and Osler

a1'1d his Library!"™ He had me write to several people and tell about him, and
also call on some others. After dinmer he got me to fetch Sir Thomas Browne's

Religio Medici, 'the 1868 edition,' but he meant the 1862 one and I got it.

He looked for something in it. . -

~

What he looked for is apparent; for in this,the Ticknor and Fields edition,

. : G olatims
his 'constant companion' for fifty-two years, remarkably free from)m—;gireal

wotes of any kind’considering that it had been so long in ths possession of

| \\f\‘ eh_\»ﬂd[?“ i n'ﬂtf.,f'lna 7] :
a man who read pencil in hand, hes—+this note on page 345 of Ahe “Urn Ramtal
! 2 | |

nWonderful page - always impressed me as one of the great ones in B, 6.XII.19

Ww. O."

But the iniquity of oblivion blindly scattereth her poppy, and deals

with the memory of men without distinction to merit of perpetuity. Who
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can but pity the founder of the pyramids? Erostratus lives that burnt the
Temple of Diana; he is almost lost that built it. Time hath spared the
epitaph of Adrian's horse, confounded that of himself. In vain we compute
our felicities by t;he advantage of our good' names, since bad have equal dn-
rations; and Thersites is like to live as long as Agsmemmon. Who kmows
whether the best of men be known, or whether there be not more remarkable
persons forgot than any that stand remembered in the known account of time?
Without the favour of the everlasting register, the first man had been as
unknown as the last, and Methuselah's long life had been his only chronicle.

Oblivion is not to be hired. The greater part must be content to _be as

though they had not been, to be found in the register of God, not in the re-
cord of man. Twenty-seven names make up the first story, and the recorded
names ever since contain not one living century. 'i‘he number of the dead
long exceedeth all that shall live. The night. of time far surpasseth the
day; and who knows when was the equinox? Every hour adds unto that current

arithmetic, which scarce stands one moment.
.

Anorlicn 5 :
On the fly-leaf of the volume beneath tiis entry, writtem in a vigorous

hand: "This copy goes to E. R. Osler = not to Mc@Gill. W. Osler, Sept. 21, 1914,n
there is found in a shaky script in pencil: "I a@oubt if a#y,man can more truly
say of this book 'Comes via vitz‘fque' -W.O. 6. XII. '19." He must have
remembered a note in.his 'Where Is It?' book, made long before, which reads:

"Sir William Browne left in his will: *On my coffin when in the grave 1 de-
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: Sl
sire may be deposited in its leather case or coffin my pocket Ei%fnﬁs
Horace , Comes ViatVitdque dulcis et wtilis, worn out with and by me,"

As talking was likely to bring on a paroxysm of coughing, he was aét
to jot down observations on his condition for his attendants. So when
Sir Thomas Horder was called in, he had written out for him;

o 19, XII. '19. 1. The infeation is still strongly intrenched, and

the irritative cough seems only to be kept in check by the morphia. 2. The
heart has done well, but such bouts could only have one ending. b+ Whether
or not the fluid has increaséd is doubtful - the flat note seems tovme higher.
4. Very comfortable until about 7 p.m. when the flushed feelings begin and

sense of discoﬁfort and great heat without rise in temperature. Sometimes

with this a feeling of nausea and retching. W. 0.
He kept on his bedside table under his pad which he would let no one
touch, many scraps of pencilled writing which he somehow managed during
these last weeks to0 compose. It was usually done by stealth when Lady

; : “eee sEps
Osler or the nurse had been driven out to get some exercise. One of Htkem

concerned the destination of certain special books and stated at the end:

"N, B All these items should appear in my catalogue with the statement



93
Dec.
1919

where they now are."

1) To the British Museum in appreciation of much valuable help and
of my friendship with many members of the Staff, particularly my dear friend
Alfred W. Pollard. The 1‘476 unique copy of Rhazes, should it have come
in [time, if not] ﬁhey may take the [never filled in].

2) To Bodley (1) the jllustrated 1240 Arabic Dioscorides, which will
comfort the heart of Dr. Cowley, one of = I believe - the three illustrated
MSS of this Author in Arabié. (2) The Sir John Harringtons own MS. = of the
school of Salerno, his well known translation. (3) Andrew Boode, whom I
Joved and to whom full justice has nevex; been done in the profession - his MS.
of the Peregrination of England.

3) To the Library of the Royal Coilege of Physicians,(lst) The Rules
& Regulations of the Gloucestershire Medical Scoeity 1785-93 in the hand-
writing chiefly of ‘Edward Jenner {2) The Theodore de layerne case bock -
which w'i__ll rejoice the heart of the President (Sir Normanj). The;se are really
the only important items in my library which should not‘ go out of the Countfy.

4) To the Faculté de Médecine de Paris, Paré's Anatomie Universelle
1558 of which no copy exists ‘in the B, M. or in their Library and only tv&o or
fhree other copies known.

5) Royal Society of Medicine, Withering's letters, papers and diploemas
1762-1793. 4And I hopg that some members of the Historical Section will edit
them carefully.

6) To the University of Leyden, Boerhaave's quadrant presented to him

with the table of latitude and longitud.eghe}r/he moved into his county house

at ouwd- Golgeest
(___w with a gentle reminder that perhaps they scarcely
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| deserve to have back the treasure which I bought forb-t-*—‘ gulden in Leyden.

: ~
| 7) Bibliotheca Lancésiana, Rome - The MS. letter book of Baglivi, the
@.istinguished Roman Clinician with 126 letters from his scientific friends,
| among them Malpighi, Redi =~ e%c and the drafts of his replies - no hurzfy
about the return of this which I bought in Rome at auction for 500 lira.
Before it returns someoné should work up the letters.

8) To the Surgeon'General's Library in Washington - so difficult to give.
anything to a collection so rich but I thought that perhaps the MS. of my
farewell address = the fixeci period, which caused a little excitement, would
‘find its best resting-place in a library to which I owe so much and some of

| Whose members - Billings, Fletcher, and Garrison have been my intimate friends.

It is the typewritten copy as I read it and I have put a note, the printing of
which might be deferred a few years.

9) To the College of Physicians of Phila - the Montpellier MS. Text-

book 13750 V. O,

S

He forgot no details - the disposition of his Text-book; of his manuscript
writings; the completion of the Catalogue; the promise of his brain to the
Wistar Institute; the post-mortem examination and by whom it should be con-

ducted, and Edwin his boy at the Museum should be present; the cremation and

disposal of his ashes. Directions for all these things were found with other
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notesyone of the last of which reads: "Nothing to worry about but leaving

Grace & no Isaac to comfort her, & my inability to write letters to my
dear friends & to the dear little darlings in Canada & to Mar joriets chil-
dren - Muriel's - and Campbell's. W.0." He had become too ill for let-

ter-writing but would instruct Dr. Malloch to write in his stead to those
ol au_Quu

W Who wrenda &u G Q“(dl‘d.\.\rs Sonna Maf‘. 5"“-—‘&«,— eL ")“dbu.ru,\
: to H. V. Ogden; %6 Francis Shepherd,

amd—fo—tNedt-Miibmrn. And after his operationg he asked to have a cable
sent to the Journal of the A. M., A. with a Christmas greeting to the Ameri-
Dt wor o Sfaccs -TG.MA(.”(‘:,& R frruwota 6lesr iy, .

can profession ‘H His fever and the necessary morphia to control his paroxysms
gave him much of the time what he called 'a fuzzy-wuzzy feeling,' and though
in these last two or three weeks he could read little himself he enjoyed
being read to, and was decided as to what he would like to hear - from

Oud« FArsemm ‘BM Tle CA%I“ o;. QMIM Ao OQ.’—
Walter Pater's "Marius"™; from Andrew Lang; from his bveloved Plato; Matthew
Arnold's "On Translating Homer"; Sir Thomas Browne of course; and from

Bi‘idges's Anthology ,"The Spirit of Man"/, the things which Revere particu-

larly liked. And one night he asked for something from the Jungle Books,
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and after Malloch had read "The King's Ankus" and had sat quiet in thé
darkened room thinking his listener was asleep, came a whispered voice
saying: '"He was a fine boy."
R

On recovering from khis anaesthetic the day of his first operation
he said to Malloch: "Well, it's good to have gone so long with so little
wrong with me. But I feel with Franklin that 'I have been too far across
the river to go back and have it all over again,' Didyou ever read Frank-
lin's Life? —¥*s-a wonderful book." And at about this time there ar-
rived a package forwarded from Boston by C. E. Goodspeed contdining the
numbers of the journals giving those early accounts of ether administra-
tion which he had been wanting so long for the Bibliotheca Prima, and he

(N ;

asked Malloch to put—the-—followingxnete in the 1846 volume: "All things
come to those who wait, but it's a pretty close shave this time,"

Mrs. Chapin had arrived, and his nephew W, W, Francis; and on Christ-

oo d

mas Eve he asked to have Milton's "Nativity") - wanted it read from his

precious first edition indeed; but after a few stanzas he could bear no
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ﬁom, and_whispered: "That's enough. 1Isaac and I have read that every
Christmas Eve for years."

'The days of our age are three-score years and ten. . . S0 seon
it passeth away and we are gone,' The end came at 4.30 on the afternoon

fueles (e Ind ek tonw B>
of December 29th, after a haemorrhage from his wound ae—x%—-had—with@

15 b e :
soldiers in the war - quietly and without pain. Dr. Francis writes that;
"The night before,I read to him for quite a ‘l‘ong time, things he called for
out of the Anthology, and we ended with the last verses of *The Ancient
Mariner.* I thought ét' the time how -well it fitted him, and afterwapds,
whé.t an appropriate valedictory for this lover gf men and books;

/

He prayeth best who loveth best
All things, both great and small. . .

When I kissed him, he said to me, as though I were a child: "G—cody-

night, a-darling!®
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Christ»Church has inherited for the daily worship of its members a
chapel whose hallowed associationsllong antedating the earliest of Oxford
colleges, connect the present with Saxon times, when Si. Frideswide erect-
ed her priory and last resting-place on the gravel bank above the meadows
intersected by the streams of the Isis.A 0f the many historic services
this ancient cathedrél has heard, few could have been mdre simple or more
moving than that of the‘afternoon of Jangary lst, 1920, over the body of
the most greatly belove& physician possibly of all time.

Through Woolsey's quadrangle came silent tear-stained mourners and
filled the church to the doors. Two hymms were sung: "0 God, our Help in
Ages Past," and Peter Abelard's "0 Quanta Qualia," of which thevman and
his son had both been so fond. The Déan with deep feeling pronounced his
briéf benediction, and the rays éf the 1;w winter's sun, filtering through
the ancient glass ofvthe cathedral, rested on the bier of Osler, while
the process;on of the living filedbout leaving him there ~ the University
Marshall, the choir, the chaplins, canons, the Deah, the chief mourners,

sand
the Vice-Chancellor, proctors; the representatives of the Government: and
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of the City, the Mayor and members of the Corporation bearing the City
rmace wreathed in cr@pe; the representatives of learned societies, of
scientific bodies, of institutions from allvparts of Britaing the mem-
bers of the University; then, those of less renown, whom he loved no less

and through whose minds there ran;

r’ He advanced the science of medicine, he enriched literature and the
humanities; yet individually he had a greater power. He became the
friend of all he met - he knew the workings of the human heart metaphori-
cally as well as physically.. He joyed with the joys and wept with the
sorrows of the humblest of those who were proud to be his pupils. He
stooped to lift them up to the plane of his royal friendship, and the ma-
gic touchstone of his gemerous persomnality helped many a desponder in

the rugged paths of life. He achieved many honours and many dignities,

but the proudest of all was his unwritten title, 'the Young Man's Friend,'
—

So they - the living - left him along in the Lady Chapel over night -
beside the famous.'watching chamber')the last shrine of the Saint. Guarded

by the effigy of Robert Burton on the one side and of some sixteenth-century
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Dean on the other - lying in his scarlet gown of Oxford, his bier
covered with a plain velvet pall on which lay a single sheaf of lilies

and his favourite copy of 'The Religio,' comes vial vitaoque. # Ana per-

haps that New Year night saw,led by Revei'e) another procession pass
\ i : g
through the ‘watching—chambefﬂ' - the spirits of many, old and young - of
- B ( “ 3
former and modern times ~ of Harvey, Sydenham and Linacre; of John Locke,q‘m,,,_,

AN

and Louis; of Bartlett and Beaumont and Bassetty of/‘St-rat'.hccmajarﬂtl7}~
Mitchell and Leidy and Stillé; of Gilhan, Billings and Trudeau; of Hutch-
inson, Horsley and Payne; smé of the young men his pupils who had gone

beforee Jack Hewetson, MacCallum and McCrae; and in still greater number

Scarva

those youths bearing seeres of wounds who more’ recently had kmown and felt

the affection and warmth of the 'Open Arms' —and ‘the doubly dead in that

they had died so young.'

/
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