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Chapter XXXV

¢ i "In civil wars physicians of all men suffer least, as the services

i
i

of able men are needed by both parties, and time and again it has hap-
- | pened that an even-balanced soul, such as our author, has passed quietly
through terrible trials, doing the day's work with closed lips. Corres-

ponding with the most active decades of his life, in which his three im-

| portant works were issued, one might have expected to find in them pefer-
zence to the Civil War, or, at least, echOeé of the great change wrought
:by the Commonwealth, but, like Fox, in whose writings the same silence

\ | has been noticed, whatever may have been his feelings, he preserved a

\ : ;discreet silence. His own rule of life, no doubt, is expressed in the ad-

} ;vice to his son: 'Times look troublesome, but you have an honest and peace-

| able profession which may employ you, and discretion to guide your words

and actions,.'

—

|
T AR
)

BB, In his address, 4t Guy's Hospital/on 'The Religio', Osler had ~

u:-(-me
written/ re 0 r There can be no doubt

that he wished to shield Revere so far as he legitimately could - not so
% .

much for the boy's sake bat for his own. It was an instinctive and un-

controllable reaction of defence. Why should his peace-loving boy have

to fight and kill? "Revere has become devoted to art and literature," he
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writes, "and is following in my footsteps in a love of books." He wmas
not yet ready for the sacrifice. it is all too apparent in his letters
to his friiends in which he never fails to make the most of what Revere is
doing, and what hé will have to do 'when he is ready'; and though out-
wardly cheerful vyhen things were darkest and they were hardest worked,

he would say to his wife, "Never min&, the worst is\ yet to come." Re-
¥ere's heart was not in the drill. He had failed tro get his commission.
'Too immature' the O.T.C. officer had reported. He was now of military
age, and the alternative was to enlist in the ranks. This was the boy's
own conclusion but he must have been fully ccnscious of his father's un-
spoken agony. - Many a home in England with an only child, and that a
son, must have suffered in this way till the final plunge was made.

et Revere has had his 19th birthday and has made up his mind about the
first step to take[Lady Osler writes early in the year to her sister].
He simply can't talk with Willie, but talked wisely, oh so wisely, with
| me. . « Today he brought home his books from Christ Church and his

lovely room must be dismantled. What a strange fate after our fear that

|
| he might never get in} So that is done for, and the only hope is that the
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‘war may sOme day be over and he can return. 0f course dear sister it
\is useless to say 'don't worry for us' because 1 know you will feel it
%all terribly, but with you to look up to and the women I was brought up
gamong I shall do my utmost to hold out and have a chesrful face for the
%poor dear unselfish angel who is breaking his heart over giving up his

' boy to this awful risk - that's all.

—

6s%en
On January 4th ®e writes Mrs. Brewster:

g That is a lovely clocklet = thank you so much It adorns my bedside
table, tucked in among volumes of Lucian, Gomperz, Jowatt & others from
whom I am, trying to catch.a little Greek fire. Did you ever read Lucians
Dialogues? Perhaps 1 sent you the four little volumes we issued a few '
years.ago from the Press? If not let me know. You would enjoy the last
of the Greeks & the first of the Modernse. I wish you could be here to

see the wonderful activity in this old land - every one worxlng and sQ hope-

ful. Revere is leawing college & geing into the Hn::eeaéis:ﬁn& Public
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Schoolg¢Regiment, at first as a private so as to know the drill and then
he will apply for a commission. I hate to have him go & it is a shame
to have his training here interrupted, Jjust as he was developing so splen-
didly. I enclose a proof of his book-plate which he has just chosen - a
bit rough, but his own design. Mine is still waiting until I can find
some one who can put in a moderate space something distinctive of the four

Universities with which I have been connected. I have been talking this

afternoon to 600 soldiers on health in camp & field. I enclose you proof

{
of a wery much medicated letter to the Jr. of the Amer. Med. Association. b »
Nl ‘

On this same January 4th he writes to the O. C. of the McGill Unit,
which has been frétting all these months in Montreal:

[ Dear Birkett I am delighted to hear that the McGill Unit has been
accepted. By Jove it reads well in your report and should be #A.l.

Should you'get into a Typhoid district I shall come as a Super-Col. &
Campbells Assistant. It is awfully good of you to offer to take Revere

as your orderly By the time you get over he will have had a good deal

of training & could take messages. He is busy now working at French

Have you had any word direct from the war office hefe? Let me know if it

| would be worth while speaking to Keogh again They are still doubtful

about the coast, tho. it looks better every week There has been great

| slackness during the past month. We have not been pressed here or at

the American Hospital. The boys have had a deuce of a time at the Salis-

, [ :
bury Camp - Soaked in rain & knee deep in mud. Finé;;%?) was here for a
: el (‘h-l.”‘
4v9F?“mur__4a.rJhd—2ut—Jhuna,_ﬁu»lﬂ»whm&aJ&u&’

U—nr‘ P ..--l. wadie .l
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few days & Ellis from Toronto this week end. They have brought cerebro-

| spinal meningitis of wh. there have been about 30 cases. Greetings to

Mrs Birkett & yourself for the New Year. Yours ever,

—

W® Osler.

To be Colonel Birkgtt's prderly: here was a possible way out, one which
might satisfy the boy's conscience and give his father a little more
time. Two weeks paSsed. The Public Schools camp had proved unsatis-
factory and Revere was just about to enlis£ in the Inns of Court Corps
when came a cable from Montreal with a definite offer which the boy
promptly accepted and returned to the 0. T. C. &t Oxford for further

it U avucae B
training amd-to—awatt /the McGill Unit.

"WeAare all hard at work for the soldiers," Osler ﬁrites a Francis
niece on January llthe "Poor chaps, it is awful weather for them. ; The
conditions in the trenches are unspeakable and the Canadians are finding
out what England can do in the way of rain. We have not had such a
winter for years." With it came the unlooked~-for outbreak of cerebro-

spinal fever - a new anxiety added to the fear of typhoid, for though the

‘é'um- nlouc
camps in England had been kept remarkably freejggg;;h;;s much of it in
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e+ Dr. Malloch had reported during his Christmas visit that there
about 3,000 cases in the Dunkirk district. The antivaccination-

were still active, and Osler sent to the Editor of The Times an-

other letter on the sﬁbjeot.

;

- Sirs = May I through your columns issue this appeal to our soldiers?

In this grave crisis all are anxious to render the greatest possible ser-
vice to our country. You are leaving your homes and occupations in de-
fense of principles for which youwr fathers fought and died. It is your
bounded duty to keep yourselves in as perfect a state of health as is
consistent with the hardships and exposure incidental to every campaign.

In war it is not alone the enemy in the field who is t0O be considered;

. your worst foes have always been those of your camp = the dieeases which

have proved more fatal than powder and shot. . . Among preventable dis-
eases, enteric has been the most terrible foe. More soldiers died of it
in South Africa than of wounds. Enteriq is a dow, lingering, disabling
disease, e#ery death from which is a reproach to the nation. Fortumtely
sanitary science has made it comparatively rare in this .country, but it is
not always pbssible in camps to take all the necessary precautions and we
know that at present the disease prevails extensively in parts of north-

west France and in Belgium.

]

0f late years there has been introduced a method of protection by

vaccination against it [typhoid], in the efficiency of which those who
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% have studied the question have confidence. The inoculation is followed
i by alight illness, rarely by anything more serious. Among the 22,434
§ Canadians waccinaﬁed at the Valcartier Camp only twenty-two had symptoms
% other than the usﬁal malaise and headache (Colonel Hodgetts). .Properly
inoculated, you possess a reasonable guarantee of protection againét one
of your most serious foes. I have two questions to ask: -

(1) will you believe the statement of misguided cranks who are play;
ing into the enemy's hands by purveying their misleading literature, or
will you hearken to men who have devoted their lives to the service of
hunanity, and who have no wish_in the matter other than your good?

(2) Against a transient indisposition will you put in the balance

. the chance of protracting a costly illness, possibly an untimely death?
—

Osler would have made almost as good a Director of Propoganda as
'did the man to whom he sent a few days later the first of the two follow-
ing notes:

i Dear Lord Northcliffe: These full=-page anti-inoculation advertise~
ments are doing a great deal of harm, and the Societies for the Abolition
of Vivisection and of Vaccination are carrying out a most energetic cam-
paigne. If the Daily Mail could give me a full-page advertisement at a
reasonable rate I should be willing to issue a counter-blast. Please
pass on my letter to the manager and ask him to let me know.

Meanwhile I have arranged an interview with 'Answer' as suggested '

by you to Mr. Blackwood. . .
oo
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On the 14th he writes to J. William White:
ol Dear J. William ~ I enclose a very nice Review from the Specfator.

Strachey was delighted with your book. I hope you have got a publisher
here - tho. from what Strachey (whom I asked) said they are rather 'fed

up' with war items. Thanks for the Repplier-white paper and pamphlet -
A.le You have just wiped the floor with him. Send me half a doz. copies
please for the papers and friends. I have been away for a week - at the
Can. Hospital Folkestone and at the Canadian Camp Salisbury Plain inves-

tigating an outbreak of cerebrospinal meningitis, - not extensive but very

alarming and it may retard their crossing. They have had a devil of a
time in the mud - Such weather! floods to0o all over the country, - Oxford

is a lakee. Love to Mrs. J. W. Excuse this hurried letter but I want to

f catch the Lusitania.& I am tired out. Yours ever < . .

"Poor Willie, he never has a chance %o breathe he is so busy helping, "

Lady Osler writes her sister at the time. "His interest even in wounds and

the results of wounds is intense, and I think the new edition of the Practice

of Medicine will be a war volume. He is all the time urging men on about the

case histories and is conducting a campaign on typheoid inoculation." As she

says, everything roused his interest and attention, and no less his penr = the

cases of trench feet, the early exampies of war neurcsis, the brain injuries,

the irritable hearts, the early 'shell shock' cases, and SO on.* They had

*These things and many more Osler described and discussed in
his "Medical Notes on England at War," published from time tc time
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in the Journal of the American Medical Association as well as
in two of the Camadian journals.

a visit during the month from Mr. Robert Bacon, an old friend who at this
time was endeavouring to get the American Commission for Belgium to put him
in the way of hélping the French back of the 'lines', and 'who says he shall
burst if he doesn't set into khaki.' But it was to be many a month before
this wish was to be gratified and meanwhile Mr. Bacon was doing yeoman ser-
vice as he had done from the very outsety and just now had a new project. He
had much to do with the establishment early in August of the American Ambu-
lande at Neuilly, Paris, where an arrangement had been made the first of the
year to have one of the ‘hospital services taken over by successive groups of
surgeons and nurses from some of the American medical schools - & unit from
the Western Reserve under Dr. Crile was there, and was to be followed in
three months by one from Harvard, and then in turn from the University of
Pennsylvania which was to give J. William White the outlet he sought. Could
not something of the sort be done for the British, whose hospitals in France

he spring campaign 0pened! were certain to be overcrowded and
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I%—weéegjgfogramme they finally worked out together, as will/be SEEN, amd ;?tvn-*
"ﬁiub,adt‘ :

Ta—mas very éﬂﬂizzht;l for Anglo-American relations at the moment were
unduly strained by the recent American 'Notes'. Were copper and petro-
leum aﬁd food from American ports destined for Germany 'conditional )
contraband'? If so, they were liable to seizure and Sir Edward Grey
pointgd out that the copper exports from America to Dutch, Scandana-
vian and Italian ports had grown prodigiously.

"] opened the Times yesterday," writes Lady Osler on the Zlst, "and
saw in large letters: 'Sir William Osler offers his services to Canada’
and was soon inundated with messages and notes. It ;f course means no-

thing more than his offering to help with organization &é?f; ALl

*Osler promptly wrbte the Editor of the Lancet: "Please take
no notice of that newspaper canard about me. It arose from a
| harmless statement I made to Birkett that when they had their
' hospital organized in France I would go over and help them should
. they have any serious typhoid outbreak."

S—
Revere's papers are filled out and sent in and the cable sent to Ottawa
about his commission. Willie feels very satisfied about it and Col.

Jones who has all the Canadian medical affairs in his hands says he.pre-

fers a chap who has a brain and no experience."
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On this same January 21st Osler writes to the Princess Louise, evi-

ly in reply to a query regarding the situation at Salisbury Plain.

i Dear Princess: There were four cases [of cerebrospinai fever

among the Canadians] at Valcartier, three on the voyage, and there have

been about twenty-five in the camp of which 1 saw eleven at present ill.

i

- | They have opened a special hospital which is very comfortable, a labo-

ratory for the examination of the contact cases, and they have an ex-
cellent staff of doctors and nurses, - One dogctor in particular, a young
Canadian from the Rockefeller Institute, New York, who fortunately is an
expert in matters relating to the serum treatment of the diséase. 1 do
not think the epidemic will be severe. I may mention, %00, that there
have been cases at the Bhorncliffe camp near Brighton, which I am going
down next week to visit. The conditions on the Plain have been most un-
fortunate but the disease is one which may break out in the best of har-
racks and campée.

1 have been taking a great deal of interest in the MeGill Unit mnd

hope to go over and help them get established somewhere in Erance. I

hear they do not arrive until the end of April. I have a very happy re-

4 v

membrance of your good husbend and of all he did for Canada, particularly

)

‘in the days when he founded the Royal Society of which I was one of the

| original members, and on the Committee with him. He had a life full
| of usefulness and we.Canadians must always feel very grateful for what
iyou and he were able to do in shaping the early destinies of the Domin-
%ion. .. « Please do not mention the slight outbreak at Shorncliffe,

ias it is not yet known. .+ o

B
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Abimdenl 1 .

He had had previeus experience with cerebrospinal fever in the epidemics

which occurred in Maryland in 1893 and again in 1898 - indeed m-}-}ew-
NN/

he had made it the subject of his Cawendish Lecture in London.

o s :

The War Office as well as the profession were greatly disturbed over this

outbreak and Osler wrote for the journals* a short but reassuring paper in

{/ *nCerebrospinal Fever in Camps and Barracks." The British
§Medical Journal, Jan. 30, 1914.

which he gave the history of the disease as it occurs in encampments; also
some sensible hints regarding the best means of preventing contagion which
was largely a matter of 'contacts' when men live nine in a tent as they
were living on Salisbury Plain. - It was an alarming epidemic with high
niortality, and though Simon Flexner some years before (1906-7) had elabo-
rated at the Rockefeller Institute a protective serum which had been suc-
cessfully used by Dr. A. G. Robb of Belfast, it was little known te—English
Whatdn

-physi-c—i-m—;;/ England had been remarkably free from the disease in pre-war days.
n .

Treatment with the available serum (afterwards found to be worthless) had

dismally failed, and the error was not really redressed until theyMedical
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qgh;hrta:r&ﬁr'gkLth:
Research Council finally.=two(2} years—iater; put[Gordon to work on the

subject, much time having been lost meanwhile.
Tired out and thoroughly chilled at one of his visits tc the camps Osler

wound up the month with one of his bad cblds‘whieh housed him for a week but
‘gave him time for other things. "You are always a good bibliograph-
ical tonic," he writes L.‘L. Mackalle "I am struggling tc finish my
paper on the Early Printed Medical Books. It's rather a heavy jobe."
And to Jacobs a few days later: "I have not written for a long time.
The days and weeks fly by. We are so busy with so many things but
fortunately the back of the winter is broken." And he adds: "I for-
get whether I told you of my election tc the Roxburghe Club which is
Glso
a sort of blue ribbon society of its kind." Anﬁ,to F. H., Garrison:
that "our Bibliographical Society were so pleased with their medical

President that they elected me for another period! Everything goes

on smoothly here. Frost-bites, cold-bites, and cerebrospinal fever
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are the things which have been ipteresting me chiefly." And to Dr.

F. W. Mott of the Royal College of fhysicians:"I t?ink the President

of the College should be a man redident in London. I have had en-

ough .of these things and am not especially ambitious in this directionm.

To teli you the truth, I think the business would bore me to death.

All the same, it is awfully good of some of the Fellows to think of me."
In other letters he expresses himself quite emphatically regarding

Anglo=-Teutonic relations., "So glad to hear of Sudhoff and Maller," he

writes to A. C. Klebs, "but it's a hopeless job to think of getting any

truth between the two sides. I wish they would hang a few of the news-

péper editors. 7You seem to have been pretty fortunate in Belgium for

we have had very different stories told us by Americans over there, parti-

cularly by one of the members of the Commission who caled here last Sat=

urday. Everything will depend upon our control of the sea, and if that

goes then it will be a question of how long before the Teutonic and Ameri-

can eagles are at one another's throats." And on Jamary 27th he writes
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to W. G. Mac@allum:

o

Dear Mac: Sorry not to have answered your nice letter before but
this house is nothing but a branch post-office and I am tied up with all
sorts of things besides being on the road a great deal. One can't help
feeling very sad about our old German friends, but there will be an aw-
ful gulf between this country and Germany for the next tﬁo generations.
Their hate is nothing to the loathing expressed here on all sides. of

course the atrocities have been grossly exaggerated but Klebs tells me

i
ol

they tellAthe same stories about English troops. Unfortunately there
seems to be no question about the Belgian horrors. We have about 21 pro-
fessors here with their families, 130 people in all and they are living
on good American money, partly what we have collected ourselves and partly
from the splendid Rockefeller gift. « . The poor Canadians have had a

| devil of a time at the Salisbury camp - mud tc the knees and the weather

hﬂ?as been appalling. . .

Then, in reply to some peace resclutions which had been passed by the
Federation of American Biologists which had met the end of the year, ex-
pressing therhOpe of an early and enduring peace without permanent cause

of rancour, ensuring to each nation the glories of scientific and humani-

tarian achievement: and so on = to this he sends Professor Graham Lusk an

acknowledgment:
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Dear Lusk: Meny thanks for the copy of the resclution. It is a

- pious wish, but there is an intellectual gulf wider and deeper than the

Atlantic being built between Germahy and this country. It is very sad,
and it is hard to know just what to do about old friends. I never saw .
that copy of Miller's letter. I should like very much to read what he
said. I suppose in a way it is most fortunate that they can get into

such a mental attitude. After all, it would be a terrible tragedy if they

\J§id not believe their own country was right. . .

In October of the preceding year Osler and J. G. Adami, who was now «r ¢4

An-the—Canadiam)Headquarters €ffive—{#}¢in London had had some correspon-

dence regarding the standardization of the war records relating to casu-

ety cal _
Wine e Solas '(n(lidvzb"awu.u.m:

thewartwwa Adami in particular was anxious that g brovision should be made 1o

Sethan

arolowss HNelhr & (ke orvea—rrams—rppcatta e

(for a proper medical war-museum. As—Oster prophesied{efr—his—letter—o
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his strong advocacy of both move-
)

727N
,ﬂi&nder the /editorship of Major General Sir W. G. MacPher-

the Royal College of Surgeons.
Hitherto there had been no proper medical history of any British cam-

paign, not even of the Crimea or of the war in South Africae therehad—besen

W;;«md bl Corffonnd :
nothing with the medical records of the American Civil War.

e -A(/uda, 7\@«44 b/ZLGMn; M\-Lu.u, Seunco, —~ O~ Gilong a(adc..g, > 07’“15 -
/K‘eoghf and his staff at the War 0ffice wexe- throughout the—a&t-am—ef—}SM
L‘ko-% Aronlls Gbez—trerr
/ﬁing at intense pressure. The demands for hospitals, ambulances and

and e
new medical units were insistent, Phere seemed at first little hope that

the War Office woﬁ%/ld;go Osler's strong representation of the case.

“hod
?W,L Keogh himself was far from being opposed, but as he expressed it, 'we

were conducting a critical war not a scientific investigation.®

At Osler's m Adami addressed a letter to the Lancet, and

Lwis arroged 1o ;_;%
heppity-elmest simultaneously with its appearance/4hké Natiomal Medical Re-

search Council orward with the offer to undertake all the necessary

A
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collect ion and record of medical statistics, as well as to make itself

responsible for the conduct of researches into war diseases. With this

T.‘ﬂ;, D_Q,W\,S,’ L o w\mh,ah/yﬂ
assuran‘@that his overworked staff would met be made responsiblej—eariy -

Dear Sprigge: As you know, the War Office has taken Adami's advice

|and appointed a cormittee to supervise the medical and surgical history

{

iof the war. It would be a great matter to get the notes all systemati-
%cally arranged in one system. I was at the American Hospital, Paigntm,
gthis week, where I found an admirable system of eard-catalogue classifica-
%tion of the cases, and it seemed to me it would be an admirable model

jfor some of the other hospitals. I think it would be worth while putting
|in the Lancet. Sie

So:l,tmw M’

of fact, so far as clinical records were concerned, ‘red

i

;i VoA
tape! in this ca to be circumvented, but the entering wedge was Adami's

‘S‘Ilo;s O’éﬁ’cac—?

museum and Osler's W&-@ of the wisdom of

2§
/

idea of providing for a w

/
/

edi(qy/ﬁistory of the War.

assembling of material for a fu

Gaﬁ%na o 5‘“‘\42{0-::1{.2@
P @
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F. S. Brerston, RsA+RECs, An charge of an office for the collection of the

and /

medical war diaries of the different units in the field, war xpa.ps. v F74

e
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-!-nﬁ few months +G:is5: gave his assent to Ad.a.mi's pro;posal\"

*pdami writes me thst ke remembers discussing this mat tgr \
cher and others, \

but whether the proposal came Xrom himself or from Osler he fails
to fudther, that Sir William 0sler was

~—

ork, should become the store-house for future museum matérial, rather than //

w

/
/i

the Army Medical School at Millbank where there was no official Curator. /
______————-‘—_‘——',,/

SOJ—‘D'MI llee o
4 Committee of twelve 1o provide the necessary cobdrdinating authority

for the compilation of an adequate medical history of the war was nominated

ol
with Osler's name included, lord Moulton being made provisional Chairmans o Sofer
lu‘wﬂ(uw&ov\w q Avanls, Neoe .’\cow W M1lu,— AC w
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. oL.nasaamhrwhereby—Brr—[now—S‘kr“Wattaﬂ Fletcher was\atded—in his—im-
Gufpaliince ul W”/‘A—— vaflonGat ad GAsefscindind frrclisin o “"“5 o by iy lonl Ol acticce
por-teaa’a—rsh—as—hea&—eé——m—aﬁ-iﬁe Medical Research Committee;* and this
3% . Jatts "y
/ v i *As a part of Lloyd George's National Insurance Act provision i
: W\ )fw W had been made,whereby a generous sum was t0 be devoted each year 3 é
W (o ¥t the furtherance of researches in connection with the public 4
| health, amd Dr. Fletcher, shortly before the outbreak of war,had Sq
| been called from the physiological laboratory in Cambridge, %o 7 i
| supervise the disposition of this fund:i .The Research Committee, 3 i
| acting independently of the War Office sili¥e the early &ays of the “§.4

| war, had already been subsidising researches of great military im=
| POrtance; Cemesrefax aith Xolomal N hilade Fr Musecs 2oeorch solotlished = fke
s FMount Vivan~ LT o JfomiToad., DO (R wos lhe Orsitany Cornn wililig el A0

after all was the main object of the whole conspiracy., It—was none—10o-
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_seone—Ffox not many weeks elapsed before 'chemical' warfare was first intro~-
duced by the enemypaa&-.)o find' some prompt means of defence against chlo-
rine gas the despised scientists were called upon in a panic and from this

time on there was no question as to the place of research in the future
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conduct of the war. So the powers given over to the Medical Research
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a Atz pM“'fWFjW
(now Sir Waltey) Fl1 cherf{ was appointed co-Secrgtary P«(Fletchsr, as

| called from the siological Labgratory in Cambridge to supervise
| the disposition of ‘this fund. he Medical Research\ Committee

from the early days the war had independently been subsidising
 researches of great military importance.

| and Dr. Fletcher '\Ehortly before thé outbreak of t

i diisl for

130
V' e

; &QJaM
Active head of the Medical Research omuittee, was—sbile

&g mus,
It was soon made evident gven to the long-suffering B+—G. that a history

could not be written v(rithout uniform and durable field cards which could

be attached to the sick and wounded as they were evacuated from one hospital
to another on their way to the Base or to 'Blighty': cards which oould be
assembled and studied as the war progressed by people not overwhelmed by ad-
ministrative details as were those in the War Office. Needless to gay, ac-
curate records of this sort were needed also for statistical and researgh pur-
poses, and if the Medical Research Committee were to undertake the collec-

tion of statistics these records were absolutely essential.Frhe war office

}laccapted the offer of the Medical Research Committee none too soon. Not

len
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Maonchals Uy oot Dt $erll 67is g o ok O fod it fri lidse
ToTeturn—to—313Horham-gerdens—wheneoe [Lady Osler writes her sister

on February 13th:

” i Today I have just been wild with despair about it all the the heart-
strings are nearly pulled 6ut with sympathy. . o A Prof. Thonan, geo-
logist from Louvain who has been living at Merton College aome time has
now been given a house and brought his wife and baby. Yesterday she
came to say that the landlady had left no linen for change, etc., so I
went to see her and have made her quite happy foday. I tﬁok he; out to
buy pots and pans. Fancy her experience - her first baby born one day -
Louvain bombarded the.next - she and baby moved into the cellar - and from

one part of the cellar to another as the house fell in. Finally they

were in a vegetable bin for three days, then the water-pipes leaked in and

they crept out and took refuge in a church - and finally got away. ©Not a

vestige of house left nor a rag of clothing. Her people lived at Ypres;

they reached there but were driven out - and sll came t0 England. Now

;ﬁhe parents' house is ruined, and they are just heart-broken and worn Out. « »

And in a postscript she adds:

Monday fPet—trtnf. I have just come from town where I have been
' on a queer errand - an old friend of Willie's died suddenly* - he was

*Dhis was J. Wesley Mills, Osler's one-time assistant in
the physiological course at McGill, who had died with scant
warning in an attack of angina, as W.0. explains in a letter
the next day to Francis J. Shepherd of Montreal.

?going to the coroner's inguest and to0 arrange for the cremation, etc.

was called to Sheffield and asked me 1O g0. 1 have always such queer
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errands in London - ovarian tumours - cremations - Belgian babies ~ al-

Lmost anything. I am worried nearly ill over America and Germany.
There was reason for worry. %é‘;;;xg and»m had been arguing

the 'conditional contraband' and 'continuous voyage' questions, with, in-
creasing heat on the “merican side and firmness on the British, even
though the questions involved a considerable rewriting of international
law. Germany had nationalized all food suppligs, and Britain answered by
making food-stuffs contraband. To this Germany countecred on February
18th by anncuncing a Slockade, and by the end of the month came the de-
claration by Bfitain of a counter-blockade against Germany, imperfect
though it must be. Meanwhile the military operations of the winter fol-
lowing the First Ypres had amounted to a stalemate. Apparently neither
side could win in that way and the war was resolving itself into one of
tattrition.' Colonel House was in Europe to put out feelers for peace,
and the British were preparing for the disastmrous attack on the Dardanelles.

On February 23rd Lady Osler writes her sister:

[/ Lieutenant R. Osler leaves for Canadian Military Hospital at Cliveden

’ tomorrow. It is hard tc realize what it means. Sometimes I have felt
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he should have been encouraged to fight but he is better fitted for an-
other kind of usefulness. Independent of that I do not feel that Willie
who has given his life for qthers should be subjected to the risk of giv-
ing up this boy in the other way. Their companionship is wonderful and
the vacancy in the daily life of rushing in and out will be hard, but I

must not dwell on it. . -
oy

Theirs was indeed an unusugl companionship for father aml son. 'A chip of
the old blockf,in more ways than one - even in the matter of harmless prac-
tical jokes. One of them, recounted by Sir Walter Fletcher who was also
victimized, took place on the Sunday before Revere's departure, and the
chief victim was so delighted that records of the occurrence are found pre-
Vieal "o v 5&.-(’;;&\05““_

served - inserted in his library copy of Gustave Brunet's Imprimeursimegi-

g < Wrpge

‘2.

Paris, 1865.4 Among

addeens b
the documents is the following letter in fine crabbed scripg/ég Mr. Revere

Osler from J. R. Thornley, Bookseller and Dealer in Antiques, 19 Castle Hill,

Tombland, Norwichs

1 Dear Sir: I take the liberty of sending you a small but select list |

1 of books which have lately come into my possession. You may remember

perhaps an old gentleman who lodged in a room above my shop: I think that

he once gave you a book from his collection - or was it your friend,
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Samuel Leake? About a week ago he called me into his room and told me

he was dying, which was indeed evident from his appearance, and that he

would like tc sell me a few of his books 'dirt cheap', as he said, that

| I might sell them with a good profit in remembrance of any kindness he
had received from me. The remainder of the library was privately sold
on Thursday last to Maggs of London, bringing about £2,000. The o0ld man
himself died yesterday quietly in hié chair, holding a bible in one hand
| and his much loved Aldine Horace in the other, both of which books he has
left to me. ‘

The list of books by his instructions, is to be sent only to certain
people whom he thinks will appreciate any of them they may buy. Both

you, Sam Leake and James Thorrow are among the number. Hoping you will.

E find something to your taste among these, I remain yours respectfully,

i\
Jo. Re Thornley, Norwich.

Accompanying the letter was an amazing 'list of books belonging to the late
Elias Brumley of Norwich." Needless to say it was a hoax. Revere had
first tried it out with success on his friend Bobby Emmons; and then the
two %iﬁh even greater success on Lady Osler; and finally when his father
’and Fletcher came in he told them the whole story of the old man he used

occasionally to see while tutoring in Norwich the year before, who lived
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above the shop where he used to purchase fishing tackle. A bas the Medi-
callResearch Committee, we'll go up there tomorrow with the boys, was the

prompt reaction of his hearers, and finally Revere read the list of books

and came to:

"AVICENNA. A manuscript, small folio. I know nothing of this, as
Dr. Watley the only Persian scholar in Norwich is away and I have no

means of getting information. However, since I only paid 10/- for it 1

am willing to let you have it for £1.0.0."
)
At this W. O. looked at Revere very hard, took the paper from him, put on

his glasses -~ and, in a moment - "You little scoundrel, you've fooled your Daa

Sfathers "

~ To H. B. Jacobs from W. Q. oxford, March %, 1915.

Dear Jacobs: You will be amused at this joke by Revere on the old
man. The Sunday before he left he got his friend Bobby Emmons and Grace
very much excited with a letter of which I here send you a copy. I had
dining with me that night a well-known bibliophile Dr. Fletcher of Trin-
ity College, Cambridge, and when we came back from dinner Revere read the
letter and the list of books, and we were getting our telegrams ready and
Bobby Emmons and Revere were arranging t0 go off to Norwich in the morning,
when I began to smell a rat about the 4vicenna. The joke really went off

very well, and you will be greatly interested in the list, as it shows how
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much Revere has picked up in the way of bibliography - how and where

s
l Heaven only knows. The names of s£§§e men referred to are a couple of

' 0ld booksellers at Norwich, whom he knewe. .

S~

Osler made the most of all these incidents - anything to get his mind
off the war during his hours at home. And though the house almost al-

ways contained some young war-worn Canadian eager to tell of hair-raising

: | Do Turn MeTpunsly acectan Tl (Fa1, oy
experiences and horrors, to none of this would he listen. | #s though no-

Shordt Semel
thing unusual was going on, he sem#(out early in March to many a surgical

clinic in America a gift accompanied by a note of expianation such as

the following:

March 4, 1915
7 Dear We J. Mayo: Your clinic will never be truly prosperous until
- under tye patronage of 5t. Cosmos and St. Damian, the saints of surgery,
% of whom I am sending you a coloured lithograph! Several years ago at
E Rome, in the Mother Church for the West I was delighted to find wrapped
in a parcel among the precious relics the very instruments with which in
the third century A.D. these famous surgeons had performed the transplan-
tation of the thigh operation - and successfully, too - antedating Carrel

about 1700 years! It is a cheap print, as you see, but the merit of it

is that ir comes direct from the shrine of the saints, I was glad to see

iCrumley over here at the “merican Hospital. He seems a very nice fellow.

|With best wishes to you, and special greetihgs to your brother, . .

-
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At home meanwhile, Usler continued 'preaching, writing, inspecting,
hoping.' He saw life steadily and saw it‘whoie. Though there were
many engagements relating to medico-military affairs, the meetings of
the Bibliographical Society were kept going, for people in their lei~
sure moments must not let themselves dwell upémn the war. The Histo-
rical Section of the R. M. S. of which Norman Moore was now President,
also kept on with its sessions, with Osler as usual behind the scenese.
The exhibition of books ?n the history of military hygiene had been
held;early in the year, and &t the February meeting Sir Alexander Simp-
son of Edinburgh, though an octogenarian, was prevailed upon to come and
read his.paper on Jean Astruc - a paper he had long hesitated to publish
'fearing that free-thinkers might make an ill use of it for lessening
the authority of the Pentateuch.* And in his discussion Osler took up
the cudgels in defense of Astruc. Again at the the March meeting A+ R.

»

Cushney read upon William Withering 'who had discovered the secret of the

use of digitalis,' and Osler must have"been behind this, too, for a few

soa
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months before he had sent Professor Cushney a rare treatise of Wither-
ing's he had picked up at a sale.

He had arranged, t0o, for a special meeting at one of the sections
of the Royal Society of Medicine, to discuss the epidemiology of cere-
brospinal meningitis - . meeting held on February 26th when he Opened
the discussién by saying he hoped it would 'allay the growing apprehen-
sion in the minds of the public, and help to stimulate among the pro-
fession an interest in one of the most remarkable of epidemic diseasess
and he went on to speak of the sources of infection and of the serum
therapy in regard to which many letters had been passing between Simon
Flexner and himsslf,. It was an important ball to set rolling, and an
active discussion op the subjéot lasted over two following meetingg of
the section.” Meanwhile he himself was on the road, as is indicated in
a letter to Sir Dawson Williams: "I will see your man at Sali;bury on

Thursday and do anything I can to help him. I hear the cases have been

very numerous in the civil population. In London, too, it is spreading.
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Do come down and spent a quiet week-end before long."
His clinics at the Radcliffe Infirmary also continued. One of them
on the subject which had long interested him, "Atteriovenous Aneurymw”

wan
f given on March 26th for the benefit of the local

ome LT s =
medical officers,jéai/into it Y (e

[*Lancet, May 8, 1915, i, 949-55.
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HIs—Ietters of the period were much like his life = a few hopeful words

about the progress of the war - mention 0of his boy - and then he ab-

ruptly switches off to his library and the book-mart. On March 7th

he writes Mrs. Brewster:

§ All goes well here, and things begin to look brighter. The German

blockade seems é farce, and we hope for a peaceful solution of the neutral
shipping question. There has been a lull in the stream of wounded, and
preparations are in progress for a great advance in the spring - 100,000
beds in France! It is appalling to think of it, but such is wat! Re-
vere went off about 10 days ago He has a commiséion in the Canadian con-
tingent and has been assigned for duty at one of the Canadian Hospitals

as orderly officer. He is to join the McGill Unit when it comes over.in
April or May and will be Col. Birketts orderly officer. They will have
charge of one of the new Hospitals in France He will do ambulance &

supply work. I have four nephews at the front and five other relatives

. come over in the 3rd Canadian Contingent, so that we shall have our an-

| xieties -~ 1 enclose you a printed slip of a memorial service which we

held at our College this afternoon in memory of the Oxford men who have

fallen. {2&:&2§§E§Epion-of 1500 sang Abelar&'s hymn "Qh what the joy":‘)

j Bighteen of our undergraduates he¥e-already.failem, several of them we

| xnew quite well. It is a shocking business, and it does seem a mockery

to hold services but I suppose it is a comfort to the poor relatioms I
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could not help thinking of the nice German women singing this afternoon

Ein festeéBurg ist unser Gott as I used to hear them in the Cathedral in

Berlin. Thank Uncle Ned for his nice articles in Life, . .

-

The Canadian Hospital at Taplow whers Revere had gone - one of the
best equipped and most successful of the privately endowed war hospitals =

was erected on the grounds of the Astors' beautiful place at Cliveden

on the Tham:j;/)
Friend;Tmi‘Osler's official visit as Consultant was made there every

Monday morning during the remainder of the war) ang:£;aﬁnnars and—men

£ hi . = 5 5 :
Cog. 38 Mewbuna 7 Glpeng aLhJilau‘ﬁlfhquldﬁdhthﬁiﬂsa4f"iauuVa:quh‘lihduz::L
<Srem—the—07=8:—down—toek back upon these inspections, and the cheer they G

% & Baa :

invariably brought, as one of the bright incidents of their long=-drawn
out period of service at this hospital. The War Office, to judge from

Cas .
the number of beds it was p;eiiﬁfié in England and France, was making

&ﬂ‘l‘h&

provision for an immense number ofjﬁgg;;lties in connection with the

3 and many units

expected spring offensive)
which had been organized to run hospitals of 520 beds found to their dis-

may that a unit of 1040 beds had been acgcepted as a standard. THhis
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Apparently Osler and Robert Bacon had already made am—sppreash regarding

some heip from the American universities, to judge from the following

note of March 1llth from Sir Alfred Keogh the— D %.:

T My dear Osler: I wrote you last night about the Americans. I

wish, however, that MacAlister had been more explicit about them. At
present we had better not do anything. I hope the McGill Unit will not
delay. Everything points té our wanting them as soon as possible. They
might ﬂaVe to wait here, but their presence in England would make us feel

safere. o v
e

It was two months longer before the McGill Unit finally reached England,

and Revere, meanwhile, was put to work in the Quartermaster's department
nﬁ:&g/

at Taplow and had sucp«chores assigned tc him as marching the men to

church, all of which he accepted cheerfully, even though in his heart he

knew that something more serious than this comfortable billet must come

if he were really to 'do his bit.'

On March 15th Osler writes to George Dock in St. Louis:

e o o We are having a busy time here medically. I have been greatly in-
terested in this cerebrospinal outbreak in various parts of the country..

I was at Salisburﬁ last week for a couple of da&s. The disease has
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spread there from the camp to the civil population. I saw some 15 cases,
and lectured to neariy 250 doctors from the country. Naturally the pub-
lic is very much stirred up about it. I am struggling, too, with this
typhoid inoculatidn question, against which the antivaccination cranks
are making a strong fight. About 95% ‘of theAmen are protected. It is
curious that the paratyphoid is prevailing so éxtensively. We only had
about twelve cases here at the Base Hospital, seven of which were para-

typhoid, and I hear that amoag the Indian troops in France it is almost/

entirely paratyphoid. 1 lectured at Chester, too, last week to the
North Wales Medical Sociefy on fhe soldier's heart. There are a great
many instances of the old-fashioned irritable heart of DaCosta - of
worry, tobacco, and too much exercise.

The library continues to gr&w. I have made several great hauls
lately - the Withering papers (letters and journals, ete), an MS. Pere-
grination of Andrew Boorde, a unigue copy, fram which Hearne printed in
1733 - Aristofle ed. Prin. Aldine. Revere has joined the Canadian Con-
tingent. . « He has taken hard to books and to literature. . « How

'

are the boys? Lady Osler is well. We have got twenty-two Belgian pro-

fessors here and their families, all living on good Amefican money. Things

are beginning to look hopeful, but it is a long and worryixig businesse - -
- uﬁm 8

CQJ‘:( &/X]:ucn 1er (rﬁ-lsa“‘,g . ‘<3h~£ busl Ml fqs .

24 Tong—tengweyto-Pipperaryst For four interminable months little

change had occurred in the allied front in Flanders and Northern France, ot B

A
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afi—row the troops of Kitchener's First Army had endured life in the

mnpq:‘i O ACClnseal

constantly shelled)trenches during that awful first winter passes under-

£ b ’
standing. He wimlen Wamvp, - Horder,  ane “ﬁ,,,; ﬁu»—ﬂ.,;l AL, !

: :\I/,,l 24 IAAMAA ﬁ)"h%
22 fu-lIn a letter of March 28th to H. B. Jacobs from the Grand Hote;:\\\\\\\
v

\ Torquay, he says:

\ i I am here fora few days inspesting the American Hospital at Paignton
\ which has been a great success.

There are three nice Hopkins men on the
\, staff.

We are all feeling very hopeful. The blockade is a farce - 2
|

vessels caught last week out of 1500 that reached port. The new army has
\
turned out much better than anyone would have supposed possible.

The
tussle will be during the next four months.

Germany is immensely string
\ & war is her business so I fear we are in for a long siege.

Did I tell you that I have got the minutes of the Medical Society

that Jenner & Parry founded -~ chiefly in Jenner's hand? I must send it to
you to show at the Historical Clube « o« I got the Mes}e 1471 last week,

the 3rd or 4th medical book printed & the first printed by a native Italian.

This about expends my E,B.0O. fund which has enabled me to get some trea-
sures.

Bu.« 4‘77 37



These were the days when 'Gott strafe England' was being sung in Ger-
many, and 'Tipperary' in England, where as yet was no hate. "If you have
the chance," writes Osler to L.L. Mackall who is preparing to return te
Germany tc resume some studies there, "give my hearty greetings to the
Ewalds in Berlin and to the Millers in Munich. If they do not treat you
well in Jena we will give you a separate alccve in the Bodleian." These
were days too, when as the following lgtter indicates, the provisions of

the Yeneva Convention were at leastfby one party being observed:)

o~

& To President Lowell efHarvsxd from W. O. oxford, April 3, 1915.

Dear Lowell: You doubtless knoﬁ that several Universities have seht
members of their surgical staff to the French hospitals. Do you think
Harvard University would offer to staff a British war hospital for 1040 beds:

‘ff;;r work either in France or in Englands¢ This means a personnel which

|c/'\ 1 enclose on the paper "A." Ve do not ask them to bring equipment,
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Jthough doubtless surgeons would prefer to bring their own surgical in-
‘struments. We will pay them their salaries if they wish this. The
rates which we pay are enclosed on "B". We cannot give the personnel
commissions, though I am not quite so certain of that, ig::;h I do not
suppose they care. The status is the same whether they have commissions
or not. I cannot for the moment say whether theq@ould work in England or
in France. S0 much depends upon future military events. = If the
offer be made, we shall have to get the consent of the enemy. (See Article
<§; of the Geneva Convention.)'

This quotation is from a private letter of the Director General, and
should of course, not be printed, but I thought if best tc give the state-
ment in his own words as you see by it exactly what is wanted. -I know
how difficult the position is in America, and particularly for public bodies

such as universities, and the Faculty might feel that it was not quite a

friendly act on the part of a neutral. On the other hand, the medical work

is strictly humanitarian. If the suggestion meets with your approval,talk

the matter over privately please with one or two of your chief surgeons,

for whom, of course, it would be a great opportunity. .
The enormous group of Base Hospitals in the Etaples-Camiers district on the
coast south of Boulogne were at this time just in process of erection, the

larger number of them in permanent huts , and it was in the most easterly

and poorly placed hospital of this group that the McGill Unit - as well as
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ones from Harvard (permanently), Columbia and Rush (temporarily) - wers
finally stationed. Meanwhile Osler writes on April 8th to Colonel Birkett:

(/’ Dear Birkett: Keogh told me yesterday that he could not say at pre-
sent Where you will go first. The truth is they are a good deal tied up,
in the first place waiting for Kitchener's Army, and then there have been
great delays in getting material and the proper preparaﬁions for a series

of big Base Hospitals in France. S0 that his advice was not to hurry,

as you might only be tied up here, kicking your heels doing nothing, Yhe
ipresent position is very awkward. There are thousands of vacant beds at
éBoulogne, the hospitals here are not half full so that the men have not

: §work enough to do, and yet there must be constant preparation for an enor=-

;mous increase within the next few months. The men will simply have t¢ ex-

\E?ciSe patience, as the delays are unavoidable. .« .

And on the same day he writes to Mrs. Brewster:

/// Al goes well with us - very busy fortunately as theie are not days

for thinking - we spent a week at Torquay as I had tc see the American Hos-
pital, which is close by at Paignton. It is very well organized, and doing
splendid work. . « Everything looks hopeful - the new army is in fine
form & should be ready to move in a couple of months. Revere is very happy
at Cliveden & getting plenty of worke The McGill Unit with which he will

g0 to France does not come over for a month or six weeks. My nephew Dr.

Francis & his great friend Dr. Campbell Howard are with them I wish you
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could see him in his uniform - he has grown & developed so much; but it
sach a pity to have his education blocked just as he was getting so intser-
_ested.  But that is a small matter. Grace is at her shop - hard at it
all day. She has about forty uniwersity ladies at worke I think hér New
Englend energy is a revelation to them. Whag a time you must he having
with the German propaganda. Uncle Ned's articles in Life are A.l. I
have been reading Osborm Taylor's new book with great pleasure. « o« Mrs.
Chapin ccmes this week by the Lusitania so we are a bit anxious as the sub-

marines are about, tho. so far this week there have been no mishaps.
e

In spite of Osler's expressed optimism tc his friends abroad, England was
as yet by no means aroused, and though women were beginning to boycobtt the
shops in which young men still stood behind the counters, tb; lower classes
looked with lack-lustre eye on the recruiting posters and one saw but a
smattering of khaki on the streets of Liverpool and London. Germany had
to make a few even worse blunders than she had already madé, before the
war stirred the English peqpie as a wholes Still, by now a British army
had been assembled in France calculated to be 'fifty-five times greater
than thé force that charged with King Henry at Agincourt.!' The battle of

Neuve Chapelle had already been fought early in March, a battle in which the
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newly invented artillery 'barrage’ was employed and in which the Canadians
first distinguished themselves.  But it was a desperate affair which
availed litfle except for an important lesson - that for this sort of
thing the army wasi%ufficiently supplied with artillery amunition. A
lull followed while the British ﬁere concentrating on the Dardanelles ex-
pedition, and on Apr11‘5th Osler wrote F. H. Garrison:

f’ Things here are going well. If we could only shut up the newspapers
{ for six months and close the Ananias and Saphié* ¢lubs, things would be

{
‘|mach more satisfactory. There is no question that the British 'Tommy' is
able to give a pretty good account of himself, and we hope to have a
couple of million in the field before July lst. Would it be possible

let me have a list of your incunabula, up to and including 1480? 1In the

_E}st I am preparing I would like to put S.G.L. after a good ﬁany. .«
Then in April and May came the Second Ypres with the Germans attacking,

and poison gas used - a chaotic soldiers' ?attle during which for days the
fate of the British army hung in the balance; an episode which showed the

superiority of the British Tomnly as a soldier, but the inferiority of the

war machine behind him which largely served to fill Flanders with a grow-
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ing crop of wooden crosses.
In a letter of May 5th to his old friend 'Ned' Milburn, commiserating
with him on an illness, Osler wsays:

/l We are very busy. I am connected with three or four hospitals and
have to be away a great deal, but the work is most interesting, The
Canadians have covered themselves with glory, and everybody is talking
about their bravery. We are getting back a lot of woundéd, among them
my sister's son, Campbell Gwyn, who ﬁas a byllet in his arme . . We

are expecting the McGill people over at any time. I think they will take

charge of a large hospital somewhere in France.
| —

Then came on May 7th the news of the sinking of the "Lusitania", and this
U ploq el ¢ thenu cal wanfare

with the 953;57;Eaae—e%éas worked an extraordinary transformation not only

on the good-humoured and tolerant British soldier in Flanders but it
stirred the éountry o its depths as nothing else could have done. A
reconstruction of the Qovernment soon followed - a Coalition Cabinet with
a Ministry of Munitions under Mr. Lloyd George; amé Sir REdward Grey and
Lord Kitéhenér alone remaining at their original posts. ﬁngland had .

rolled up her sleeves at last.
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During these past busy months Osler had begun to make notes dn 1 o

Pores |

is account=-book im—the—bieniss where in other times appointments for
professional consultations would have been entered. Thus, oOpposite

April 29th to May 8th he records:

One of the busiest ten days I ever had. Harrogate on the 29th, in-
teresting case of chronic jaundice. Leeds, Friday,.saw Teale and the
hospital; back in the evening. On Sat, General Jones of the Canadiaﬂ Con=
tingent spent the day here and went over the local hospitals. Adami was
with use.. Sunday, Cheltenham to see a case of hematuria. In eve went
$o London so as to be able to leave early lMonday for Woking to see young
Wilkes with septic pneumonia following a fracture. While there a telegram
tc see Mrs. Burns in London., Saw her in pe.me. where up again Tuess asime 4
anéfin p.me went to Cliveden t0 see medical cases at Canadian hospital.
Wed. London again. Thurs. London. Friday London, and in p.m. Chatham
where lectured to 1500 soldiers. Dinner in eve by medical officers of
the garrison. Sat. a.m. saw the Fort Pitt Hospital; made rounds with
the young doctors. Peme wént to Bromley to inspect new “Yanadian convales-
cent hospitals. I travelled in all 1260 miles which reminded me of old

] American dayse. W.0.
~N
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And from the Athenaeum Club on this last morning he sends the f llowing
note to a newly elected member of the Royal College of Physicians:

~q Dear Adami Sorry I cannot stay to see you admitted [College of
Physicians] this afternoon but I have been 'on the road’ sincé Monday and

must get back by the 14b. Welcome to the Society of Linacre and Caius.

Yours ever, WZ® OSLER.

—

3&&7‘\4‘\,({0«1 2
Among his letters of the next Semdey evening is one to Mrs. Brewster

which says:

// 'Things are getting pretty hot but we are trying to keep our heads cocl;
Ag:;ﬂ}he war is playing old Harry with our hearts. Every week now the
losses are hitting us in the young Oxford men whom we know. One of our
special boys has gone - young Howard; and a number of my Canadian friends
have been killed Grace is off at‘Torquay - bringing back & nephew, my
sisters son - one of those at the front - wounded in the left arm, but do-
ing well. [Revere is waiting for the McGill Unit & meanwhile is very busy
having been sent off from Cliveden with 40 men to organize one of the new
Hospitals Fortunately he has a quartermaster sergeant who knows the Job -
I enclose a photq which Sue Chapin took of the Col.& the Lt. I always
-have to wear uniform when visiting the Hospitals. I am away most of the
time, but h0pe‘soon to be less busy. This Lusitania horror has shocked

the nation'beyond beliefs Sue Chapin was to have returned on her. Sever-

al of my friends were lost - among them that remarkable man Dr. Pearson. . .
e
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(he; Saume

_And it it pleasant to thimk he\can end #he evening with the growing Biblio-

theca, for he writes/the son of hi

. Dear I picked up and the Rhizo-

idy
pods, now I want an original le¢ter of the author/to put in each
one. / S0 please like a good fellow filch a couple Arom your collection.

d if you have any duplicate copies of\ his papérs, send them along.

Sincerely yours, &c.

]

Meanwhile the work-rooms at Oxford and elsewhere had been working
over-time t0 make respirators, the first clﬁmsy affairs to act as a pro-
tection against chlorine gas, and Osler to judge from his account in
the "Medical Notes from the War" must have been unnecessarily harrowed
this weeke-end by tales of sojourners bringing first-hand accounté of the
victims of 'gassing.' Even.so,-some pity goes out to his adversaries,
at least to those not of the 'Gott Strafe England' class. S0 on May 17th
he writes to Professor Wenckebach in Vienna a letter which apparently
reaches him uncensored.

We have often spoken of you, wondering how you were getting along in

your new place under these dreadful conditions. i1t is a great tragedy
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all round, and one of the worst features for us is the gulf it will
dig between the English and the German profession. Everyone here, of
course is very’busy. I have not seen McKenzie for some time; I see
Keith frequently. Wdunded are everywhere. We have about 1500 beds here.
Fortunately, thers has been little or no typhoid, and in fact no serious
epidemic outbreak.e My boy has joined the Canadian Contingent. . .
How interesting it must be for you to be a follower of your grasat coun-
trymen van Swieten and de Haen! 1 have had some splendid additions to
my Boerhaave collection lately. I think I showed you that nice set of

unedited letters. .« .
—

No wonder people all brought their troubles to Osler - Colonials, Bri=-
tish and stray Americans. He had become, as someone said, the 'Gonsuler
Ge?eral'bof the British Army. In wartime and under military discipline people
easily get their feelings hurt, and the War Office has no official conso-
lation.department. There were men with the R.A.M.C. across the Channel,
like Sir Anthony Bowlbz’who played a similar role as optimist and smoother
of troubled waters, but it is a rare type - much more rare and much more

‘ Auning o war.

needed at home than at the front wh;;;)the spirit on the whole is always

better.
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May 28th was an anniversary, and he noted in his account-book:

f// Completed today ten years in Oxford. Extraordinarily happy years.
Ever&one as kind and considerate as could be wished. Grgce has been
happy and the boy has thriven. Yesterday he went off to join the Cana-
dian Unit from Montreal, with Colonel Birkett. It is a curious thing
that with so much more leisure the literary output has been much less than
in the previous decade. . « I have got a good deal of education; I
have made a great collec&ion of books for my old school at McGill. I have
not done much in the profession here, but I have done 3 useful things, or
better, helped to. (1) The Assoc. of Brit. Phy. (2) The Quarterly Jour-
nal of Medicine. (3) The Historical Section of the Roy. Soc. Meds The
profession has treated me very well; locallﬁ I have been most fortunate
in my relations, and from the p;ofession'at large I have had the kindest
treatment. Altogether it has been a most successful experiment. I have
. Sepor
kept very well. I have not had many sweh substernal threatenings th&ﬁ/(
used to have in Baltimore. I had one attack of }enal colic - the second
in 12 years. It has been a great comfort not to have had a life of such
strain, The one thing I miss is the sctive teaching and the close asso-
ciation with students and a large group of young doctors, but I conscle my-

self with the 31 years of strenuous work I had in Canada and in the United

| States.
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On—Ma;tg§3Y>h6/qrites to J. William White who at last has an ac-

tive job and with James Hutchinson is bringing in their turn a uni-

versity unit to serve at the Ambulance Américaine in Paris:

o Dear J. William Do come direct to us at Oxford. You will probably

get in on Sunday the 20th, and there is a very good train that gets heee
late in the afternoon. Bring a couple of fellows with you. Keogh is
willing now to accept a full unit from any one of the American universi=-
ties or from a combination of them, and one has been arranged between
Harvard, Columbia and Johns Hopkins. 'Bob' Bacon Sadh the tiasl an
rangements last week before hé left. As at the Paris hospital, the
chiefs apre to stay for a short time, the subordinates for a longer period.
The McGill Unit has just come over - 358 strong - and Revere has joined

them at Shornfcliffe. o o

b S

% o Ll b Gony
QnrJune 8th he—writes to George Dock(about a Beaumont celebration

that had been held in St. Louis,agi adds:

~ Things go on here much the same as.usual. If it were not for the

i
{
i
f
|
|
!
|
|
{

| men in khaki and the daily death roll, one would scarcely realise that

war was in progress. We are very busy; all sorts of things on hand, and
there is an exf¥raordinary amount of interest at the hospitals. Revere
went off yesterday with the McGill Unit, which is going somewhere south
of Calais. He has been for three ménths at the big hospital at Cliveden,
and has got a good deal of useful information about the commié?riat and

business side of things.

S
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He was away at a camp in Chester missing thereby the first few days

of Revere's short 'leave' allowed before sailing, and on his return found
o Fodt, e, penedss [56as SeS ez,
: 61xthdn»kcuﬁnTueapr(uul
as usual many others at the 'Open Arms'. » "Red Cross workers - Mrs.

Walter Page - Mrs. Robert Bliss from the Parié legation - also two men
from there, Paul and Dodgej as well as Archie Malloch," as—kady—Ssier
weites—her Sister, - and among them tco was another, an old assistant, a
changed, nay broken man, who had given his all with his Canadian battery,
first at Neuve Chapelle and then during the subsequent long-drawn out
month of the Second Ypres which had culminated on April 22nd. From now
on and till his death tw§ years later, he was to be a medical officer with
the McGill Unit, but others can best judge whether as soldier, physician
or poet he ranks highest. Like as not, in his pocket were the lines of
his immortal sonnet* which tells better than any volume how felt the men

I

*wIn Flanders Fields"™ was first published anonymously in an
obscure corner of the December 8th number of Punch. Cf. Sir An-
drew Macphail's "Essay on Character." G. F. Putnam's Sons, 1919.

in Flanders during those tragic days of April-lay, 19156.
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f/ Sunday aftermoon Jack McCrae came [Lady Osler writes her sister] -

I am glgg and sorry you did not hear him. He looked thin and worn, but
was intensely interesting - 31 days in the trenches with ? days' rest.
After Ypres they have been at La Bassée - fighting hard - he came from
there last Thursday. His clothes were awful o have sent everything to
the cleaners. He says the British hatred for the Germans increases daily
since the Lusitania - and that he wouldn't touch the hand of any of the
men he knew so well in London two years ago. He feels that the Allies

will win but nothing can be ended except by absolute exhaustion. The

nerve strain he says is beyond any sensation possible to describe. When

they had to stand on the roadside waiting for orders and saw the French
Colonials and civilians rushing away from the gas when it was first turned
on, he says it was Hades absolutely; and they stood fast, expecting the
Germans on top. After that orders came to push ahead and attack - and
they were at it day and night - saving the situation as we know. Really
1 felt siék when he left lionday night. Monday a.m. Willie and Revere

left for Cliveden and I felt really that I was deserted. Revere said
good-bye cheerily to all the servants, filled his pockets with books,
hugged his Muz and flede Whenever will he be back? I feel more than

thankful for the way in which he d4s able to go - but it is pathetic to

see Willie pretending. They had a gala reception at Cliveden and Revere

left there at 2.30 and on to Shorncliffe. Jack lay in the garden all day -

' we repacked him and off to town at 9.30, and Bill to Aldershot. . .

N
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On the 1lth of June he writes to Mrs. Brewster:

il How I wish I could have a quiet time with you all at Mt Kisco. One
gets 'fed up' with this tragedy but there are compensations. The pluck
of the women is wonderful - & the burden of the loss comes on them. You
must be very worried about the American note which we had hoped to see in

this morning's papers. I hope a peaceful way‘may be found as the U. S.

: 3
can do so much as a neutral. Revere spent Q;;:aay with us & is now at
;Southampton getting out supplies &ce. They expect to cross this week. He
ihas got very intercsted in the work. Such a satisfactory laddie-you would

vlove hims'. -

Opposite June 13th Osler has written in his account-book: "Perrin's
Library", an entry which is expflained by A. W. Pollard's paragraph in his
introduction to the "Incunabula Medica“(l925), though he does not perhaps

inow why the holiday was snatched just at this time.

In June, 1915, J%fi:iid to snatch a brief bookman's holiday and asked
étwo of his friends in the Society to share it with him. Séarting on a
§Saturday in his mosor from Oxford they lunched at the Ladies' College,
ECheltenham, where lliss Fegan was then running her little school of libra-
érianship, and then spent a wonderful afternoon among the treasures of
'the Phillipps manuscripts. Gloucester was reached that evening and af--

:

|ter service on Sunday there was a visit to the Cathedral library. The

afternoon brought the little party to Malvern for another wonderful time

'with Mr. Dyson Perrinfssilluminated manuscripts. In the midst of it the
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inevitable happened and a telephone message from Oxford called Osler

to a patient farther north. He insisted on his friends completing the
programe and they had a happy morning at Worcester Cathedral library

and a delightful drive back to Oxfo;d. The memory of those three days

in the midst of the stress and anxiety of the war remains ineffaceable,
all the more so because before the war ended the three friends who shared
that brief holiday were united in the deeper community of pain. The
holiday is mentioned here because, amidst his strenucus war-work, tc have

planned this bibliographical weekend for himself and his friends shows

how great was the refreshment which Osler found in his love for books,

\?nd how generous he was in sharing it with others.
GV\ARMMM )‘w—t %“\&"‘rw“ (”"“7-&* 3""/"; :
o I think Bob [Robert Bacon] and W. O. had a long talk about the hospi-

tal [Harvard Unit] and then Willie went to the War Office and arranged

matters, {dy—tsisr Writes—her——sisterd. Dr. White goes to Neuilly with

the Penn. University Hospital lote . . We had our first letter from Re-

vere yesterday = such a charming letter. Col. Birkett has written so

nicely about him, No address on the letter - near the sea somewhere. I
f have had the blues about the war for several days. 1 feel perfectly hope-

| less - everything seems at such a standstill but it may be all righte .+ &

R

But this was only for a sister's ears, and rarely for them. For more

characteristic of the spirit at 13 Norham Gardens even when things were
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at the worst is the following letter regarding "The Mobilization of Faith®

publ

ished in the London Times for June 22nd.

Oxford, June 19th.

o Sir:s - May I protest against the pessimism of the letter which ap-

peared in today's issue of The Times under the above heading? My friend
Mr; Burroughs writes from the cave of Elijah. It is not true that 'since
August our faith has wavered and our light has failed.' Can he not hear
above the tumult of the wind, the'aarthquake and the fire the still, amall
voice which has stirred the Empire to its depths? 1f, as he says, 'the
spiritual forces as were then at our command have been broken and scat-

tered,' it means they were not the weapons of Gideon, but Egyptian reeds

fit only to be cast away. The faith worth having in the present crisis

has been mobilized, a faith everywhere manifest, whose word is made per-

| fect in sacrifice. In these troublous days, when to many even God's pro-

vidence seems estranged, it behooves us all, clergy and 1ai§ty alike, to
strengthen the weak hands and confirm the feeble knees, and t¢ look back
on the past ten months with thankfulness for what has been accomplished,

and to face the future with a courage begotten of confidence in ourselves

(2

f and in our cause. I am, yours, &c.*
s

*Osler must have written at about the same time his article
for popular consumption on "War, Wounds and Disease" in the Quarterly
Review (July number; p. 150) cantaining an especially vivid para-
graph on the venereal peril; but the whole tenor of the article is
optimistic.
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q% A spirit of this sort was what England greatly needed. It was a period

of great depreésion ta—Fngisnd and the Reve. E. A. Burroughs had merely
voiced the general feeling. The blockade was proving a serious menace.
What would America do? Anthing but write notes? "The news of the Ley-
land Liner being torpedoed has just come," writes Lady Osler on the 3lst,
"and I believe it will set#le America now. Heavens, isn't it horrible!"
Huge advertisements we;e appearing in the papers - AN URGENT CALL FOR
HELP IN THE MUNITION CENTRES - accompanied‘by a picture of the new and
hard-working Minister of Munitions; YOUR COUNTRY NEEDS MORE AIRCRAFT, etc.,
etce. The Goverament went so far as to pass a Registration Bill and'this
was better than mothing, but unless the whole nation should be mobilized
for compulsory service as in France and Germany, about all that Kitchener
and the Government could do was to'appeal - to appéal for thrift in the
household; to the farmer to raise more food; to the working-men not %0

strike; and everyone to invest in the great war loan at 4 1/2 per centf

This was the best a nation could do which still adhered to the principle
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of voluntaryism even though it was evident to all that the cream of the
country was Being skimmed off and that the cost of a soldier under this
system had become nearly prohibitive. The labour situation, too was

most serious with disputes on the Clyde and Tyne; at Cardiff where

LT ;
200,000 miners walked out; any/;he railway workers were demanding higher

wages. "There is a sensation over everything," she writes, "that seems
like a thunder-cloud - no one quite knows what it is but I call it de-
pression and with good reason."

On July 10th Os‘xelr wrote to J, William White:

7 Dear J. William: I have wri£ten to Makins and to Bowlby ﬁConsultants
to the Army in France], both of whom will be delighted, of course, to see
‘you on your way backe They are having a very slack time at present; I
hear the hospitals are empty, and the men here are twirling their thumbs
in idleness; but, no doubt, it will all change very soon.

I shall be here on and off all the summer. I am going over to the
McGill Unit when they get settled and when they get any patients. 5
have had suggesions from several quarters that satisfactory help could be
given by supplying house officers for the hospitals here. Garrod of St.
Bartholomew's has interested himself in this and has alfeady‘had corres-
pondence from a number of men in 4merica. You could discuss the matter

with him when you come. . . 4

—
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As he says, it was 'a slack time' so far as the hospitals were con-
cerned, and nothing was worse for the R.A.M.C. than to sit back and

twirl their thumbs in comparatively empty hospitals during lulls. The

- method practised by Osler under these circumstances was to encourage

his young friends to engage,as he did himseiﬁ)a$—$hée-tima in some liter-

< mele i 5
o G, ndler. W

ary research to take their minds off the war. So he—wreites the middle
of Julyd%.xop:

( Revere writes most interesting letters. He and his chief seem the
only two with much work, as they have not yet opened the hospitals.. We
are in a quiet period; there were 25,000 empty British beds in France
last week, and 500 vacant here (Oxford); but there will be work enough
later on. We have had Norman and Campbell Gwyn here, and Archie Malloch
who has just gone to open e new hospital at Burley-on-the-Hill, the homes
of the Finches. I have got him interested in Sir John Finch and Sir -
James Baines, the David and Jonathon of the profession in the 17th century.
This is a most interesting storyj 1look them up in the Dictionary of Nation-

al Biography when you have a moment. Archie has been working at the Bod-

| leian and has got out all sorts of interesting fucts. I hope he will get

| a number of Finch's letters at Burley.*

*All of this led to the publication by Captain Archibald Malloch
of a monograph on Finch and Baines (Cambridge University Press, 1917).
In the introduction to this 'pleasant but novel task' the author
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says: "I have gone to him [Sir William Osler] in every difficulty
that has confronted me in this work and in spite of the immense
demands on his time he has ever proved to be, as he has been called
before, 'the young man's friend.'"

There were meeuwhile many things to be dones, The Belgians of course
were still in Oxford and by natural processes increasing in numbers.
The 'work-shops' continued withjggpoutput of pyjamas and so on, also
increasing in numbers. And Osler in his not infrequent teasing moods
would refe; to his wife as a woman of 'pueh and go' - that at least
was the sort of person the Minister of Munitions said the country needed.
His owm obligatioﬁs even during 'slack times' were many, in addition
to that of being 'Consoler General' to the army. - One finds traces of
his footsteps in familiar places. Thus:

A Conference was held at Oxford, under the auspices of the Oxford-
shire Association for the Prevention of Tuberculosis, on July 17th. Re=-
presentatives of sanitary authorities, Insurance Committees and other bo=-
dies attended. Bir William Osler, who presided, moved resulutions urg-
ing that the retention of the dispensiné system should be regarded as es-
sential in any scheme for dealing with tuberculosis; that no tuberculosis
scheme in the county could be considered adequate which did not make pro-
vision for cooperation with a voluntary-care ani after-care association

| on the lines suggested by the medical officers of the Local Government

{Board, etc., etc. -

—
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On July 29th he writes to his Quaker friend H. M. Thomas in
imore:
; 4
4l Dear Harry T. - How's thee? and how's the family and the medical stu-

dent and Tiudeau and Margaret? I wish you were over here in this orgie
of neuroses and psychoses and gaits and paralyses, etc. I cannot imagine
what has got into the C.N.S. [central nervous system] of the men, and I
see it is as bad in Germany. It is a sort of psychical decerebration.

You never dreamt of such gaits = thé craziest, un-text-book things. One
fellow was just like Blondin on a tight-rope. Hysteriecal(?) dumbness,
deafness, blindness, anaesthesias, galore! I suppose it is the shock
and strain, but I‘wonder if it was ever thus in previous wars. It is a
horrid business but we have much to be thankful for atthe end of a year.
The Germans have not carried out their programme; we have 2 1/2 millions
of‘men under arms and the navy is in command, but the countiry begins to
realige that it is a long affair, 2 or 3 years more, unlesé there is a
sudden .smash somewhers. If we govunder, Johnnie get your gun!  Your
turn next. Revere is off with the McGiil Unit, Asst. Quartermaster, and
working so hard. fhere are 13 members of my fanily over. Norman Gwyn
has been with us with a broken ankle and his brother with a bullet through
his chest. One is dead and one a prisoner. 1 am very busy and getting a
good deal of éducation, but I am longing for a time when I can spend some

hours of each day at the Bodleian. Tell 4oe I wish she could see our

garden. Such roses! Grace has been such a worker. Her shop in one of

| the museum laboratories is a sight. We have 153 Belgians (professors and
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On July 29th he writes to his Quaker friend H. M. Thomas in

Baltimore:

4

o Dear Harry T. - How's thee? and how's the family and the mediéalvstu-
dent and Tfudeau and Margaret? I wish you were over here in this orgise
of neuroses and psychoses and gaits and paralyses, etc. I cannot imagine
what has got into the C.N.S. [central nervous system] of the men, and I
see it is as bad in Germany. It is a sort of psychical decerebration.

You never dreamt of such gaits = thé craziest, un-text-book tpings. One
fellow was just like Blondin on a tight-rope. Hysterical(?) dumbness,
deafness, blindness, anaesthesias, galore! I suppose ;t is the shock

| and strain, but I wonder if it was ever thus in previous wars. I% is a
horrid business but we have much to be thankful for atthe end of a year.
The Germans have not carried out their programme; we have & 1/2 millions
of.men under arms and the navy is in command, but the country begins to
realize that it is a long affair, 2 or 3 years more, unlesé there is a
sudden .smash somewhere. If we go‘under, Johnnie get your gun! Your
turn next. Revere is off with the McGiil Unit, Asst. Quartermaster, and
working so hard. fhere are 13 members of my fanily over. Norman Gwyn
has been with us with a broken ankle and his brother with a bullet through
his chest. One is dead and one a prisoner. I am very busy and getting a

| good deal of education, but I am longing, for a time when I can spend some

hours of each day at the Bodleian., Tell Zoe I wish she could see our
| garden. Such roses! Grace has been such a worker. Her shop in one of

' the museum lgboratories is a sight. We have 153 Belgians (professors and
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families) 22 professors, and heavem knows what will became of the poor
devils. 'Tis an awful tragedy. Love to you all. Ever yours,

Wt Osler.

After his service at the American Ambulance, J. William White paid
them a visit in August, and to his wife Lady Osler writes: "I think he
has done everything he‘wanted to do except go down in a Submarine - and
?hat he cannot accomplish. It has. been as good as a play to hear oﬁr
husbands going for each other and calling each other the most awful names., "
White had rewritﬁen his war pamphlet, and Osler writes to him two weeks
later: "just back from Burle&-on-the-Hill. Your New Rdition is A.l. &
shéuldhave & great run here. It is full of good stuff. Will write you
& steamer letter. D. the Kf" He and Lady Osler had gone for a sﬁort
visit to Burghley House in Rutland where Mr. Phipps's daughter Mrs.
Guest had recently established a convalescent hospital of which Archie
lialloch was in charge; and it was there that Malloch's Finch and Baines
quest had started. A little later, too, they spent a few days with

Lady Wantage at Lockinge House near Oxford, "to meet the Archbishop of
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York, and came away exhausted. There werec twelve people and all talked
about the war - horrors and mistakes - Willie looked a ghost and could

not divert anyone* - no more visits for us." It was.while there that the

*Much more to his taste was the visit paid this same month
in company with Mre. John Lane on old Lord Sherborne to see the
unrecorded portraits of his hero Sir Thomas Browne which Lord
Sherborne had inherited through Sir Thomas Browne's mother who

thad twice married.
S

Regius began the following letter to Mrs. Brewster - evidently a little
depressed by the war talk he had been forced $o listen to:

24thfjugust]

~  We are off for a day in one of these Anglican paradises in which I
hope some day to see you & R. B. & the children. Such gardens & flowers
& trees. S5till, I wish it were Avalonl It scems ages since I was in
America & goodness knows when I shall be able to get away. This awful
business gets worse & worse & if the U. S. comes in the complimations
will be woréer! Things look very serious, and we are anxiously waiting.
I have a feeling {hat Germany will back down at the last moment. We are
all very depressed about Russia but the truth is she is no match for the
highly trained Germaﬁs & Krupp is winning. The outlook is much better

here, & to have 3 millions of men in training is very hopeful. Munitions

are piling up & the feeling in France is optimistic. But it is going to

be a slow businesse. The house keeps full, another wounded nephew back &
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[ & cousin with shell-shock & a nephew witﬁ an infedted hand. Grace is
hard at work, but there hasbeen much less to do lately as the Hospitals
are empty. Revere writes very cheery letters from‘%taples. I hope to
g0 over shortly to see the Hospitals & stay a week with the MeGill mén.
We are thankful he is not in the Dardanslles. I have been a great deal
away = Cardiff, Paignton & Folkestone. The household is depleted,
chauffeur, butler & seCretary’all gone. 1 am in despair about the latter
as I had just got him properly tpained in the Library work. I hope to
steal another young chap from the Bodleian

2B,

2éi§ No steamer this week so I brought the unfinished letter home. Such
a busy day -~ Dr. Camac from N. Y. & Dr. Morris from Phila, then Dr. Van
Dyke fromthe Hague & lr. Yates Thompson,a stranded Johns Hopkins M.D.
who has married a German wife, who has refused to_goAto Americe;}%wgew
Belgian professor asking help. So you see we have plenty to distract us.
Tomorrew the Pages come to lunch on their way thro to Broadway. He has
done so well in London & Mrs. Pagevis a dear. The BEmbassy staff too is
& great credit, particularly Col. Squier who has made such a strong im-

pression in scientific circles. Kiss the darlings for me. The photos

are on the mantlepiece in my bedroom & Grace often talks to that bright-

eyed baby. What a delight she must bel
—

Early in September he paid his long-promised visit to the MeGill Unit
the first record of which is on a postcard to Mrs. Brewster from Montreuil-

sur-mer, saying: "Here witih Revere. Such a lovely walled town - the first
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stopping-place of Sterne on his Sentimental Journey. Am sending you a

full account of my trip.'" The account follows:

No. 3 Camada Gen. Hospital . Camiers,

¢ . Sept. 7th [Tuesday]

You would be amused to peeE through the fly of a tent and see me
sitting up in a camp bed with this pad on my knee! Such a comfortable
billet! I have not slept in.a tent for forty years. Its a bit breezy, and
cold & cramped but snug enough - considering. I crossed yesterday foom
Folkestone to Boulogné as they sent word the Hospital was full & in good
working 6rder. Three miles out from Folkestone we paésed close to the
Cable boaty the Mongrch, potted at 2 a m by a submariﬁe, the masts out of
water & surrounded by trawlers. They have never got one of these fast
trgns-channel boats that cross twice dail&. Col. Birkett, Maj.{Howard,
Billy Francis (a nephew) & Revere met me on the dock. R. looking so
well & brown., The McGill unit {z584 is stationed at Camiers about twelve

miles south of Boulogne, with six other general Hospitals, all in tents.

It is close to the sea, from whe it is separated by sand dunes while be-

hind the Downs rise to about 300-400 feet. In the camp are about 8000
people, so that from the top of the Downs the spread of white tents makes

2 most attractive sight, and far away towards ﬁtaples one can see a second
groﬁp of tents & huts. The McGill men are so nice, many of them old stu-
dents & all old friends. They have been here for about three months get-
ting settled & having a very quiet time, as there has been no fighting.

Revere is assistant quartermaster and has got intc the job&ery well. He
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has about 40 men to control &.has to do with the supplies &c. He some-
times feels that he should be off in the fighting line & of course if he
wishes we shall not oppose it; but he is not much cut out for a soldier's
life & loathes the whole business of war. The hospital tents are from
India, holding 40-bB0 beds & the inmner lining is of that attractive Cawn=-
pdre material of various cclours & patterns. Such a nice set of nurses -
all from the Royal Victoria or the Montreal General Hospitals. Capt.
Law the’quartermaster is an old family friend. Next to us is the Harvard
Unit with 800 beds & at ﬁtaples is a Chicago Unit with the same number,
The wounded & sick come from the Ypres district every few days & are the
result of the casual fighting (& the ordinary illnesses - now & again a
typhoid}. I shall make an inspection of all the hospitals in the Dis-
trict. The weather is glorious and we all sat outside the mess tent
until 10 pm

Sunday eve.

We have had a splendid day. Church parade at 10.30, excellent sermon
from the Chaplain who explained that war wiped out all sects in camps!
Then we motored to a lovely spot Hardelot for lunch - Campbell Howard,
Billy Francig,Reveré & 1. Nice old inn with tables on a lovely lawm.
Then across country to Montreuil sur mer (once, it is now 10 miles inland!)

a walled town of extraordinary beauty . One wonders not tc hear more of it.

0

éI never saw suchwalls & moats & in such good preservation. Revere is de-
| voted to the place as it was at the inn, from which I posted a card to you,
%that Sterne reated from the first night of his Sentimental Journey. At M.
Tara about 1000 of the Indian troops many in hospital. Poor devils, they

| look very much out of place. This is no country for them - too cold & wet.
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Such an experience! I had not asked t0 go tc the Front as I knew

leave was not granted; but the dear old Commandént at itaples said he would
send me: so at 8 a m yesterday Col MéCrae, who has been thro the whole dis-~
trict & Capt BRhea & I started off. If you look on the map we went north
doast to Merville fo see a big dressing station and mobile labbratory, in
charge of two old friends. Here we saw the wounded brought in from the
trenches among_them thehﬁpeakags son - Maj. Lowther. Shot thro the chest.
It was a sad business bdip the nurses & dodtors seemed to know their work,

& the officers wards were very comfortable. iany of the men are sent on in

the big ambulance trains the same eve. Then to Armentiéres which is a

| great centre & to Nieppe, the Canadian headquarters, where I saw many old

friends. Stationary balloons, aeroplanes, soldiers, camps, billets in
farms, brigades of artilléry on march - such a scene! In the fipld next
to the chief med. officers house a big new German aercplane was brought
down the day before our visit. We had hoped to be able to go the upper
 broual :

road to Bailleul & Hazeb»eek but it had been shelled the day before and
was impaésable, so we kept along the second line of trenches & in the eve.
saw many returning & going to them. Here for the first time we heard the

boom of guns, every few minutes. About 3 ‘miles from Nieppe we saw the

| bombardment of aercplanes by the Yerman aircraft guns. The first one was

| 3000-4000 feet up at the edge of a light cloud, & within 5 minutes 42

| shells had exploded near it. We could see the bright flash & then a puff-

| ball of black smoke, quite circular which gradually increased to about

| the size of the moon & took 15-20 minutes to disappear. Within half an

? hour we saw another, much closer - 122 puff-balls could be counted against



RO —

T

60
Sept.
19156

A

the clouds, many sem{'éo closé, but the aer0plane sailed about taking
the usual daily observations. It was a great sight the ﬁost wonderful I
have seen. Miles & miles 6f motor lorries line the roads waiting to go
up in'the eve. The whole country is alive with troops. The peasants
are hard at work getting in their crops, even between the lines of tren-
ches. We visited-Haqurouck & on to St Omer the headqﬁarteré. Col
McCrae has been fighting all thro the district and took us to several spots
on which his battery was stationed. Everywhere great squares of graves -
marked with the names of the men of the Regiments. The villages do not
look much battere& except at one place, just where we crossed the Belgian
froﬁtier, but there was scarcely a church standing Except for the sol-
diers St Omer seems untouched by the war. We passed the big aercplane
camp, Jjust outside the town. .We have done about 190 miles & not a mile of
bad road, in spite of the heavy traffic

Thursday.

We had‘an experience last night 11.30 - a big convoy came, 15 steel
cars - all beautifully fitted 34 beds in each, nurse & doctors. We went
t0o see the men unloaded. Splendid organization - about 30 ambulances.

The men were 1lifted out 4 in 4 minutes & I got into an ambulance with them,
an Irishmen wounded in the head, an appendicitis, a typhoid & a bad shrap-
nel wound of lege. All were smoking! It took 7 minutes to the Hospital &
the 4 were in bed within 27 minutes from the arrival of the train. I have
been tc Wimereux, north of Boulogne to see the big infectious hospital & I
shall stay a day there on my way back, as they have all the typhoid & para-

typhoid cases of the whole district centred there. Extraordinarily few for

'the enormous number of men.

—
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- And a week after his return home he added this postscript:

& I had hoped to finish & send this off but I got back %o a press of

work & have been away almost every day. It was a wonderful experience &

-1 wish I could have stayed longer, but I have engagéments in Leeds Oct.

lst. two addresses, which I have t¢ write within a week. Grace has been
away with friends in the south of England, her first holiday for a year.

I am very well & very brown. I must send you a copy of my fathers Jjournal

& papers which my brother E. B, has had frinted here. You will be inter-
ested to look it over. It is a private,bfamily affair, not for distributioh.
R. B. will see in it a good bit of our Clarendon Press worke How I wish

I could be with you at Mt. Kisco. I do not beliefe this'horrid business
will ever be over, but we are keeping up our courage. Lofe to the darlings

& to R. B. & Uncle Ned.

—

A cheerful enough letter - just the sort many people wrote after their
first visit to Frande. Meanwhile seemingly one of the Belgian families
had left Oxford for Holland:
[ : ‘
o « .They insisted on going [Lady Osler writes her sister] and said they
could not stay on charity any longer. At 9.30 Thursday marning I was to

r s T
be seen in the car going tc the station with 9 Pemawas &(bags - followed

by a cart full of luggage and andbther Belgian with a male and female bi-

: T- s
cycle. I should think it had been a prosperous year for the Pewégms -

they came with five children and two Gladstone bags - they left with six
, mhs
children - 4 trunks - a cradle - and two bicycles. The Heeds have left too.

/ Lﬁ? wee house is empty now but we shall put some others in scon 1 think.
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The Harvard Unit had come, and gone to France but was not faring

welle New campaigners are apt to be restive in war and/éospitals

dissatisfaction comes at idle times with empty beds. As usual, the

'Consoler General' entere the scene, and from the Athenaeum ths day

of his return he writes to President Lowell:

&

lr

= Dear Lowell I have just come back from France, where I paid a

| visit to the Harvard Unit; and I am sure you will like t0 know my impress-

. ions. The gquarters are good, tents of the fine Durbar variety, the wards

are most sttractive. At f.irst patients were scanty, later they have been

numerous and many important cases have been treateds The Commandant, Sir

| Alan Perry, is a charming man who has done all in his power to make things

| run smoothly. The staff is A.l. I saw the work in several of the de-

| partments, and 4% could not but be impreésed with the very valuabls experi-

ence it has been for the men, so varied and so unusual. The X-ray wark

is just what one could have expected from the well known expert of the

| MoGeHs The Dental men have been a revelation and I saw several cases of

| terrible mutilation of the face on the high road to repair. The nurses

have dome splendidly. I was delighted to meet them at a tea kindly given

| me by the matron. It was a peculiar pleasure to dine with the mess and to

meet so many men 0f the yowuger generation, all of whom seem treading the

footsteps of that great group - the Warrens, Jacksons, Bigelows and Bow-
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ditchese who made Harvard famous in the paste. I do hope arrangements
have been made to continue the work. It would be a thousand pities if

the younger men lost this unique opportunity. . .

|

On Wednesday the 29th he wrote a line to Adami saying: "I am off to
Leeds y Newcastle & Manchester tomorrow - back Tuesday. Come for next week-
“end, 9th - do. All sorts of things to talk,about [to yous" The Canadisn

i

Medical Corps, it may be added, was having its troubles. But meanwhile
Oeoban (>
at Leeds at the opening of the medical ®chool he gave on augast—=15th the
two addresses he had spoken of in an earlier letter. Sir Berkeley Moyni-
)W' L
han - 'Carnifex Maximus® - with whom he stayed, recalls that he stayed in
bed during the morning and wrote the "Nerve and 'Nerves''" talk given be-
fore the Leeds Luncheon Club - 'a little medicated advice on how to get
the best work out of the human machine’ of the nation in these times of

stress and strain.'

( The other day 1 asked a battle-bronzed veteran fresh from an inferno

of shell fire if he thought any single factor would decide the war. "Yes,"

he said, "zie;v s+ the men who can best stand the racket will win," I
|
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mst confess to a little surprise, as I expected him to say men, or
money, or munitions. , . , . The phrase is a good one, dating from the
days when English bowmwn fought where no¥ not arrows but shell and shrapnel
darken the air.- It means command of the machine and all its resources. .
e « o SOme years ago, at Columbia University, New York, I heard that Ameri-
can Socrates, William James, deliver a remarkable address on "The Energises
of Men," in which he contended that our organism has stored up reserves of
energy ordinarily not in use, but that may be called upon; deeper and deep-
er strata of material ready for use, on tap if we care to eall upon ivt. s 00
Oour energy budget has really never been exploited. Kipling has the se-
cret in a verse in the famous poem "If"; -
If you can force your heart and nerve and sinew
To serve your turn long after they are gomse,
And hold on when there is nothing in you
Except the Will which says to them "hold on."
As with the individual so with the nation. Nerve is a special trait
of the Britan, who has always displayed a dogged determination and a capa-

city to hold on, s0 well expressed in the lines I have just quoted. The

nation, too, has its reserves of energy, upon which in the present trial

| we must call. We are standing well the change of gear. New and unthought-

of levels of energy are available, on tap at will. . « « &

There is a state the very opposite of that of which we have been

| speaking, seen in man and nations, and best described by the word nerves,

a word not in the dietiomary. It is slang, but we all know the meaning,

the unstrung state, the inability to get work, or the best work, out of

the machine, a jumpiness and instability. A man may inherit a weak, ip-

ritable nervous system, another may spoil a good one with bad habitsor bad
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%training, or a good one may be shocked out of action by the blows of cir-
bcumstanoe. » o ¢+ oUnfortunately, it is not a matter for the individual
‘alonc. 'Nerves' may attack whole commnities. We are all apt to be
| swayed by states o mind which are rarely associated with an& clear con-
'sciousness of their causes. They may be nothing more than moods, but they
| spread like measles. or any other infection. What a contagion is fear,
a statq in which the nerves are unstrung. How its voice rings through his-
'tory. The spirit of fear may come on a people like pestilence, and in
é'the Middle Ages was responsible for that black record of witches and witch-
craft. Waves of emotion play on a man's nerves as the wind on an £Eolian
harpe .+ «+ We get 'nervy,' and lose control of the machine. Judgment
becomes difficult, and we are swayed by emotions that sweep over the crowd
regardless of any basis in truth. We become weak-minded, and believe any-
thing any Ananias says. Who would have dreamt that so early in the war
there could have been s0 many liars in the country as the men and women who

saw Russian 1:1-00;9336D An instability of this sort leaves us esasy prey to
J

*There is a story, perhaps apochryphal, told by Sir Walter
Raleigh, of how Osler at the time maliciously scattered the ends
of some partly consumed Rdsian cigarettes on the tracks along the
Oxford station. ‘

 the Yellow Press. . o The"Liar" of Lucian should be reprinted and

' spread broadcast as the true model for these modern Cretans.

! Collsctively, we need steadying, more self-control, more cultivation
;of the will, which alone has the key to our reserves of unused energies.
'We should avoid everything that artificially stimulates, and so irritates
the nervous systeme. It indicated a certain lack of nerve, an oyster-like
flabbiness in the nation, not to have followed the King's example in the

matter of alcohol. Nothing so weakens the will of the worker, of mind or
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of muscles, as leaning upon/ that Egyptian reeds Too much tobacco also
increases the irritability of the nervous system, and many of our young

soldiers smoke far more than is good for their hearts or brains. Another

serious promotor of 'nerves' is the combination of gossip, gabber and

gas which we have dealt out by the penny dreadfuls, and too often poured
by people into our too willing ears. I wish we could catéh and intern

one persc?n, a lying knave, an Autolycus, who flits from house to house, in
most, alas! very welcome, called *'a friend of mine.' That appalling

third person is responsible for apprehension and mistrust where confidence

| should reign, and very often for a limp, flabby public opinion instead of

| 'nerve' - that well-strung state so needful for our final vietory.

i
e

But "Science and War" the other address ,delivercd before the Medical School,
was not written in a morning in bed. Some of its paragraphs deserve quot-
ing, as they show his state of mind:

o~ Our young minds are trained to regard warfare as one of the preroga-

| tives of Jehovah, the Lord of Hosts, who 'teachest my hands to war and my
fingers to fight.' With man's conception of a great war in Heaven has

| passed into current belief one of the strongest of popular dogmas -that of
a personal devil. Nurturgd on the 0ld Testament, I recall as a child my
| terror at the recital of the slaughter of the thousands by the Israelites,
! when they spared neither man nor beast, woman nor child. After the ears
| of my understanding were opened it was but smal 1 comfort to know that
these countless thousands existed only in the imagination of thé historian

| of petty tribes of Palestine. The pride, pomp, and circumstance of war

| have so captivated the human mind that its horrors are deliberataiy mini-
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mizede The soldier embodies the heroic viftues, and the camp is the nur-

| sery of fortitude and chivalry. The inqpiration of the nation is its

battles. Crecy and Agincourt, Trafalgar and Waterloo, are more notable

events in history than Magna Charta, the execution of King Charles, or

the Declaration of American Independence. . » « For more than a cen-

' fury the world had been doing well - everywhere prosperity and progress.

The French Revolution and founding of the American'Republic seemed to

lgft humanity to a level on which might be realized practically the bro-
therhood of ﬁan. There had been bloody and and grievous wars in the nine-
teenth century, but there were such hopeful features that the new century
opened with peace congresses and peace palaces. Remarkable and unheard-
of incidents seemed to indicate a change of heart among the nations., Fol-
lowihg the Spanish-American War, Cuba, the Pearl of the Antilles, fell to
the United States by conquest, only to be restored to its rightful owners.
The Philippine Islands remain in trust by the same nation to have and to
hold for its inhabitants whenever they are ready. South Africa, conquéred
at the cost of much blood and money, was made a nation by its conquerors.
There were other considerations; commerce kanew no boundaries, and commerce
was the uncrowned king to whom all paid homage. Aﬁ intellectual comity
had sprung up between the nations, fostered by a growing interchange of

literature and maintained by gatherings whose Pentacostal character lent

hope to the dream of Isaiah of a day when in the spirit of wisdom and

understanding Ephraim should not vex Judah and Judah should not vex Ephraim.
And some of us had indulged the fond hope that in the power man had
gained over nature had arisen possibilities for intellectual and social

development such as to control collectively his morals and emotidtns, so
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that the nations would not learn war any more. We were foolish enough to

think that where Christianity had failed Science might succeed, forgetting

| that the hopelessness of the failure 0f the Gospel lay not in the message,

but in its interpretation. The promised peace was for the individual -

| the world was to have tribulations; and Christ expressly said: 'Think not

I

{

that I am come t0 send peace on earth; I came not to send peace but a

| sword.' The Ahou ben Adhems woke daily from their deep dreams of peace,

and lectured and published pamphlets and held congresses, while Krupp built
17=-inch howitzers and the gun range of the super-Dreadnoughts increased to
eighteen miles! ., . . « Professor Haverfield shocked me the other day by re-

LS
marking that the Greeks, with all their refinement, were a match for the

| worst of us today. This drove me to Thucydides, where I found a parallel

with Belgium in the Treatment of Melos by the Athenians. He giwes the won-

| derful dialogue in a cold, clear style befitting the hard barbarity of the

| transaction. The delegates from Athens urged: 'What is right is estimated

by the equality of power to compel.' 'The powerful exact what they can,

| the weak grant what they must.' The Melians wished t0 remain quiet and to

| be friends, and to force them to{ike sides they said would only make ene-

mies of all the neutrals - and then there were the gods! To which the
Athenians replied: %As regards the favour of heaven, we trust that we, too,
shall not fall short of it: they always maintain dominion wherever they
are the stronger.' It was the case of the Walrus and the Carpenter, and

the Athenian delegates retired with the remark: 'We bless your simplicity;

' we do not admire your folly.' And Book V. concludes in a twentieth-century

*might is right' fashion: 'They surrendered at discretion to the Athenians

who put to death all the male adults, and made slaves of the women and



69
Oct.
1915

' children,... as for the country, they inhabited it themselves.'
In spite of unspeakable horrovs war has been one of the master forces

in the evolution of a race of beings that has taken several millions of
. years to0 reach its present position. During a brief fragment of this time
| = ten thousand or more years - certain communities have become civilized,
i as we say, without,however, lo?ing the savage instinﬁts ground into the
? very fibre of their being by long ages of conflict. Suddenly, within a
| few generations, man finds himself master of the forces of nature. In
é the fullness of time a new dispensation has come into the world. Let us
é see in what way it has influenced his oldest, and most attractive occupa-
| tion.

g\mv;_
Ang/E%QEEZt on to speak of 'the influence of the new dispensation of

science on the old fractice of war®' - first of science as a destructive
agent, and he told of his recent impressions in France; and then of sci-
ence as an agent in the prevention of disease in war, a subject\far more
after his own heart. '"Apollo, the 'far darter' is a greater foe to man
than Mars," he saids "The death of a soldier from disease merits the re-
proach of Armstrong:

Her bravest sons keen for the fight have dy'd
The death of cowards and of common men =-
Sunk void of wounds and fall'n without renown.
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And what shall be our final judgment [he said in closing] - for or
fagainst science? War is more terrible, more devastating, more brutal in
its butchery, and the organization of the forces of nature has enabled man

'to wage it on a titanic scale. lMore men will be engaged and more will be

'killed and wounded in a couple of years than in the wars of the previous
%century. To humanity in the gross, science seems & monster, but on the
gother side is a great credit balance - the enormous number spared the mis-
%ery of sickmess, the unspeakable tortures saved by anaesthesia, the more
gprompt care of the wounded, the better surgical technique, the lessened
étime in convalescence, the whole organization of nursing; the wounded scl-
fdiar would throw his sword into the scale for science - and he is right.

| To one who is by temperament and education & Brunonian and free from
gthe ‘common Antipathies' and 'National repugnances® one sad sequel of the
1war Will be, for this generation at least, the death of international
science. An impassable intellectual gulf yawns between the Allies and Ger-
many, whos@ ways are not our ways and whose thoughts are not our thoughts.
That she has made herself a reproach among the nations of the earth is a
calamity deplored by all who have fought against Chauvinism in science,

and a bitter regret to those of us who have had close affiliations with her,
‘and lifelong friends among her professors, whose devotion to science has
made every worker-in everybsubject the world over their debtor. . . « .
With death war dies, and there is no hatred in the grave.g o2 It was a
'noble motive that prompted the Warden and Fellows of New College tc put
upon the roll of honour in their hall the name of a German Rhodes scholar,

one of her sons, though an enemy, who had fallen in battle for his country,

en action resented by certain narrow-minded Philistines in the press. I
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should like to pay a last tribute of words to Paul Ehriich, one of the
masters of science, who has recently passed away. . « » « The brilliant
labours of such a man transcend national limitations, and his name will
. 80 down to poster’ity with those of his countrymen, Virchow and Koech, as one
| of the creators of modern pathology. - « - « This old earth has rarely
had a worse yearthan that through which we have just passed. MMen's hearts
| are failing for fear, and for looking after those things which are coming ¢
upon it. Though final deliverance irom strife will not be in our day, let
us not despair. ,Onlj Jjust awake, the race is sore let and hindered by
passions and practices, strong as animal instincts, which millions of years
of struggle have ground into its fibre. I have just finished reading Henry
(Potreiedd) Osbc;rn Taylor's last béok, "Deliverance", in which he sketches
the ways in which our ancestors of all times and countries have adapted
themselves to the fears and hopes of their nature. From such a story of
inOessané and successful adjustments one may take a Pisgah-sight of a day
when 'nation shé.ll not liﬁ' up a sword against nation, neither shali they

learn war any more. '

(Hlen.
Without a secretary Er® brief letters of the period were usually on

blank postcards such as this.
They meant much to the receivers
thereof, as did 2‘53 one’fqr ex-

ample addressed to R. Tait McKenzie,
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Farnborcugh, Hants; and Professor McKenzie writes a page of explanation
of his early work with the War Office in the establishment of 0md
Depots for the retraining of wounded and damaged men preparatory to
re-enlistment (work which subsequently was taken over by the organi-
 zation of Sir Robert Jones|, and how Osler came to see him and subse-
quently sent James Mackenzie and Wilson who stayed a week to study the

effect of graded ex_ercisé on the heart cases.

mh. .‘“h.:c‘ Neconiga nl\l-ﬂrﬂ’ K""' .Seaa(, mhl. a4 OV
One—must—turn €o Lady Osler's letters to learn that aamything—un-
.ﬁ" Re %du& ARy P Rar s e

usual-is—geing—on. She had written AOn October bth:

They are terribly busy [at Camiers] patients in and out - night dnd

; day. Revere has been happier since being so occupiéd but when he has

' 1eave I am sure he will apply to be transferred. The battle is raging,
T;but no body expresses excitement. The losses are too terrible - I think

’ there wers four Oxford boys in the Times list today - 1 mean men who live
‘-here, 1ike the Williams' son at Summerfields School,and two Lynam masters.’
| There are 1040 wounded here now and the streets are fulls  Mrs. Boyce
Allen came back to the work-room yesterday after weeks of absence; asked
tenderly for you. Her son is safe still, I believe the Canadians have not

been in this advance yet. . . Mrs. MacM--- was from Baltimore and he
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from Montreals They came tc live in Edgland just as we did. Friday word
came the only son./was killed in France - the girls went home for the night
and back Saturday p.m. tc work. 'They came t0 see me this morning - pathe-

tically brave. . »

Thesummer months in Flanders ywWhere trench warfare had by now beccme
a highly specialized science,had till now been Paradise compared to what
had been going on in Gallipoli, where too was what amounted to a military
deadlock. Most disconcerting news, meanwhile, was coming from the east
where Hindenburg was settling his score with the Russian armies which were
in full retreat. The long-expected offensive by their allies on the western

NAa
front tc give them some measure of relief had been delayed by want of muni-
tions until September 20th, when came the Fremch attack in Champagne
followed by the Britiéh thrusts at Hooge and among the slag heaps at Loos
J lhere o @

and La Bassee. All j4 hadamounted to besides a few more wrecked village §§@63
a feéw more difficult salients to consolidate,after regiments such as the 77"'
Black Watch had been piped back with only 100 men and one officer surviv-

ing. "A success but not a decision," said Headguarters. "pPoor staff work,"

said the rank and file. But with 200,000 casualties the hitherto ifle hospi-

L4
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tals had no time for 'grousing.' The young quartermaster-assistant at Cam-
Ceorunea fwr WRalba (hern Sasr Ut $03eny o Ofporiumily ffou % M‘J;;‘ (e C’»&-Gu-gm,.,

ie% ae -

Osler meanwhile kept his head clear and his hands full at home. Typhoid

SR 1 O8RS o1

: . . 4‘3(). fgw
was under control but new diseases were apps aring among the soldiers

e

and overseas, against which they were not protected. The following Aote of

October 8th to Sir Humphry D. Rolleston indicates that he was alert for these

things.

W ;
Dear Rolleston I will send word to Davis Taylor - so pleased to

have the case. Have been in Leeds = gassing.' ‘& Manchester. Many diar-
rhoea cases from the Dardanelles at Cliveden -
1) simple, which all seem to get, no reaction to Flexner or Shiga
2) def. Bac. dy. symptoms &‘reac/tions
3) Amoebic - one daubtful case. A N.Z-der with bad dys. profound

Bmaci. &c, gave also Paraly-B reactions, very marked. P.M. shoe-leather

celon - many typic. Typhoid ulcers in Ilewm.
panalyphora
We have 24 Enterics in one ward from the East .22 P=~Ty.|Be 1 P=T.

A., & one plain Te = all clinically Typhoid Bismuth & charcoal large

| doses - seems to do best I must try to come down before long Could

not you both get off for a week end? - do. Love to Mrs Re . .

_ And he promptly writes to J. Y. W. HacAlister: *We should have more

specific war meetings (1) DPiseussion Paratyphoid Fever, (2) The War Nephri-
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tis (3) Trench Fever (4) The Dardanslles Diarrhoea (5) The Soldiers Heart -

are army medical subjects which need discussion." And the 13th he writes again:

Dear Macalister Dreyer will open a discussion next week or week
banatyphocd |

after on P. Ty. Infections. He has been at the Infectious Hospital, Wimer-
eux for the last 3 mos, and knows the whole business. He thinks Dawson
[shon-Sir Bertrand,Gonsuttant—to—the—BsEsFsJ will come. Will you wire
him? in yours or my name Or both. Torrance has just been back and would
not be able he thinks to get away. Failing D. we might find an Army man,
failing these I could give our experience‘of about 30 caées dealing with
the Clinical aspects. It is a very important matter |Fsypheid]/ - questions

are to be asked in the House as tc the incidence of T.)and Para. T. in

the Dardanelles. The present group of 24 which I have under observation

are from the East. Dreyer will be here thro' the lst. week in November. . .
And again on the 2lst he writes: "l saw Garrod today. Failing Dawson I will
open but D. is the man and he should be askede It is a most urgent problem.*

{ *Pyphoid though rampant in the East among uninoculated troops’

| had been effectually controlled in France; but many new and obscure

' fevers had begun to appear there among the troops - fevers orypti-

| cally recorded in the hospitals as 'P.U.0.' (Pyrexia of unknown

torigln). Among them were the paratyphoids and trench fevens"%uﬁnu“ndqh
W"tcaom_d.aamcbtu L2 whuel anm‘xu.-) Gt carnns wﬂ{%’nd‘d(

I will ask tomorrow at the Army Med. College of any man there who knows Para. Typ."
All thi§ led up to an important meeting at the Royal Society of Medicine -

one of the series of meetings, indeed, which he promoted and engineered. The

first of them was held on October 19th,* dealing with cerebrospinal menin-

*Osler opened the discussion. Dr. Gardner Robb followed with an
account of the Belfast epidemic in which Flexner's serum had been
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and others also participated. The discussions, revised and ampli-
fied by the participants, were published as a series of articles in
.| the Practitioner, January 1916. There Osler attributes the failure
| to get results with the serum treatment in the British camps to the

l used with most favourable results. H.D. Rolleston, Michael Foster
|

. fact that ihert sera had besn used.

Vo

gitis; this was followed by the meetings of November 9th and 23rd devoted

Co
to paratyphoid fever, a malady akin to typhoid which had become/érevalent

7
\‘f'\‘?:
a:g'é was causing anxiety m

One of the many sojoﬁmers at the Open Arxﬁs during' these days en-
tered in his journal: "Sir W® has a big job with his letters and no secre-
tarye Mr. Hill from the Bodleian comes in the p.me. to work on the Cata-
logues But in the evening he and Lady O. write letters up in the sitting-
room and have to buy stamps by the §5-worth." From the sitting-room
earlier in the month there had issued a batch of long-hand invitations
hrgquesting the pleasure of your company tc meet Dr. Beale of the American
Hospital, Paignton, at luncheon, l.15 Wedpesday 13th, at the Imperial
Restaurant, Regent Street.”" And in a letter to her sister of October

15th, Lady Osler says:

L

. . »Wednesday W. 0. did one of his angelic strokes. Be had a luncheon

lof twenty-two for Dr. Beale who is leaving Paignton and returning to Wor-

Zoester. He has really done very well - and the ladies of the Committee

|

have made him a presentation of silver. Dr. Penhallow is taking the job
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- he had just arrivéd when we were theree Did I tell you Mrs. Whitelaw
Reid is paying Dr. Penmhallow and about twelve nurses. Why has the Red
Cross ge-busted? Well, the luncheon was in London of course. Mr. Page
was there - Sir Alfre;d Keogh of the War 0ffice - Head Naval Med. Man, I
forget his name - and all most important .and representative men - just a :
simple luncheone. They toasted the King,and Sir Alfred Keogh thanked Dr.:

Beale for England for the work done at Paignton. - »

Nor were Canadians and temporary American volunteers the only ones
to occupy their thoughts. There were English Tommies as well, one of
whom, Osler's boy in the Oxford Museum, to whom at \the very end this nar-
rative must return, writes from somswhere on October 25th:

—~ To Lady Osler. My Lady, Thank you very much for the parcel which
arrived today. It is very kind of you to keep me so well supplied in to-
bacco. The jersey will be very handy as it takes up very little room in
my pack. Judging from the temperature_ today, we shall want all the clothes
we ca;n possibly wear! It is a dreary wet day Aand we have just come back
from an inspection by the King and the French President. Had it been a
fine day, it would have been a very gay scene, with the many different
ccloured uniforms. We are back at the village resting just now, and go
back into the trenches in a few days' time. We have a very good time back

here. There is a barn rigged up as a library, with all the most recent

periodicals and newspapers. We generally have a concert and one or two
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footer matches each time we come back for a rest. We are out french
digging most days, but find time for a game at Bridge or a quiet read
most nightse. 'We had a rather rough time up in the trenches the last

time. The Germans shelled our front line with some very heavy shells

and *Minewerfers.' We had one or two narrow escapes, but managed to come

| up smiling as usuale. The 'Minewerfers' are huge things, something like an

0il drum, filled with high explosives Tou can actually see them coming

| through the air. They make a peculiar droning noise, and one gets flat

down in the bottom of fhe trench and hopes for the best. One burst in the
next traverse tc us, when we were going along the communication trench,
and I quite expected the trench tc fall in on top of us. We were hard

at work all night repairing the parapet and barbed wire, which were kmocked
about pretty badly. I am sorry to hear Benning [the chaufieur, who had
been invalided home fm- G 1 has cracked up. I am afraid a good many
will be down with pneumonia this winter!? I hear from William [the butler]
occasionally and he scems very keen on coming out here. 5o were we, but
I don"t. think any of us would grouse at the monotony of Writtle or any
other village in England! I am glad to say that Mother keeps very well,
although she worries rather because I have not beén home on leave yet.

The lexve goes on slowly but surely, so I hope to be home for a few days,
if it is not till 1916} I did not find a scarf in the parcel, but a pair
of mitts instead. Yours very respectfully,

A. Taylor.
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That Osler dontinned to be uncomfortable about his son is not

apparent from anything he says himself, but confession of this con-

stantly appears in his wife's letters. "General Jones askad to see Willie

the other day and said he heard Rewere was uneasy, and proposed since they

wers all so fond of him in the C.A.M.C. that he be transferred to a Field

Ambulance which means the danger zome at the front. I would sacrifice

anything to know the boy's consg¢ience was at rest. Poor Willie simply

won't or can't talk about it."

On November 4th Osler writes to J. William White:

- Thanks for the Leidy drawing in anticipation. What an artist he was!

I had his Rhizopod book at the Lab. only yesterday showing the amoebae
pictures to a girl who is working at pyorrhea. I am glad you are going

to Canada. Tell them not to listen to the newspapers and the politicians -
but to send along the men & the money. I had a great visit Eb France -
was in your tracks very oftemn. You 'took the cake.' Dear old Makins was
delighted. We are very busy. I am on the road three or four days of the
‘|week - twice already this week to Cliveden where we have a most interesting
set of para-typhoid cases - today the rounds of 3 camps seeing inoculated
men who have had the triple vaccine at one dose, typhoid, para A & para B.

A majority of the cases from France & the Dardanelles are paratyphoid &
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|
|

ion Sunday. A. has been wretched & Mrs. A. He has a hard team to drive.

have already been vaccinated against ordinary T. I was at the Asquith's

§Mr. A asked about you at once. A. was chuckling over the Baltie business
ias they scarcely expécted the submarines would do so well. This Cavell
‘business has been a great aid in the recruiting. [Bdith Cavell was con-
%demned October 1llth and executed October 12th]. 1 know her sister very
éwell at Henley. Grace is at it hard. More than 100 workers now in two
Elaboratories. Revere is well, but tﬁeyﬁave not enough to do. Sometimes
gworked day & night when Pig convoys eoﬁe & then two weeks of idleness.

Qfe hope he will get a few days at home before long.
Revere's long-expected few days' leave finally came, one exciting incident

of which is recorded in his father's éccount-book, as follows:

| diees
r/ Th. Nov. 1llth. Narrow escape of the library. §§§$~e. awakened 3.30

ga.m. with smell of smoke in the house, went downstairs and found the din-
ing=-room on fire; deuce of a time, 25 minutes before the fire brigade ar-
rived. Meanwhile we got many of the more important books into the draw-
1né-room annex. Unfortunately the Incunabula and MSS were in the rpom

jabove the dining-room which was full of smoke and very hot. Revere and

I wenﬁin with wet towels over our mouths and got out three or four shelves

and then had to stop. Fortunately the firemen got it under control easily,

|but it was a narrow escape. The MS of Paul Sarpi and the two belonging

' to Grimani* were in the dining-room and got badly scorched.
fis L

fo *In this volume, $iber D. Grimani Cardinalis S. Marci, Osler has
'written: "This MS. has come back from Maltby with the old binding re-
gpairad_"‘(k‘iooA ancbmmnenl Covng Wing Cunted and Gotlea W
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It was a close call, this fire which threateped the destruction of his
collection of books, for a little more and the ceiling would have fallem.

It must have given them all a great shock but their reaction to it was charac-
teristic. Lady Osler's next letter to her sisger 8iVes an amusingly

tragic account of what went on during the halg-pour's turmoil berors

the arrival of the Oxford firemen who said, "Good evening, have you a

fire?" Then that same morning, after a pick-up breakfast the Reglus and

his son went off t0 town as though nothing had Bappeneds t0 the bookshop

Humpste,
of Thos. J. Wise, Hamsted, N.W., t0 pursue their favourite recreatiom,

leaving the ‘woman with push and go' to ‘begin clearing up the mess -~ a

matter which took many weeks.and Shey lived in other Parts of the house,
eonta nelumm G

while the dining-room was being repaireri,\;*d Ang when they got—baci—in \it,

*

Voleare,
this the only room inthe house not previously 1ined with beeks ngw had &

long bookcase along one wall.  The episode recalls 0sler's reaction to

other fires, for example his telegram to Trudesu after the conflagration

in Saranac, urging him to take courage, for a fire invariably brought out
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the phoenix bird. Similarly, when the house at 3 West Franklin Street

was threatened by fhe conflagration in Baltimore which destroyed the
larger part'of the University property in the city, he took it most
philosophically; and likewisé, when McGill suffered from the fire which
all but destroyed the valuable collections in the pathological labora-
tory - fortunately leaving his own specimens unharmed - he wired that
ﬁoth;ng improved a University so much as a fire. He seems t0 have been
pursued by fires -‘there had been one at Dundas in which all his home
letters had begn burned.

Jde William White has not been well, and on the 18th one of Osler's
characteristic postcards to him reads:

How goes it J. We? I hope better. Drop a p.c. occasionally & re-
‘port progress. Revere home for 5 days. Looking very fit. He is off to
%a field ambulance near Poperinghe. Burnt out the dining room Friday

'8%° a m. Deuce of a scare but no books lost. Love to Mrs. W. Yours W.O.

~

Revere had gone back on the 13th to rejoin the MeGill Unit which

was having its troubles, and Osler as usual was playing the role of
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adjuster and intermediary. He writes Adami on the 24th that ge is told |
the Jesuit College back of Boulogne to which they are assigned is a
hopeless hole but not to worry Jones about if. "Tthey have been living
in a beastly spot as it is, but I have ﬁritten Birkett to do what he can
to make the old place of service. It is not a good thing to get a

first class group of men disgruntled and unhappy." Revere's transfer,
meanwhile, was postponed until the hospital spould be mqved - an event
which did not take place till Camiers had become a sea of mud, and ome
black and stormy night all the big marquees with 'their attractive
Cawnpore material' more fit for service in India, pulled out their
tent-pegs and were levelled to the ground. "It is rough on Willie,"
writes Lady Osler, "to have all thése university units who get muddled
appeal to the War Office through him and he is dreadfully cut up about
the McGill ill luck." In years to come many another unit, American

and Canadian likewise’while meeting the varied and trying fortunes of

bt uuna‘)b&l- !
(VZTY.§ m-' (5 Qk’)o-‘ln 9—0"‘:&9 - (n—- Gm Ur\lz_:u\vc and, AN~ M "h‘_ﬁo]&'h‘.
wai,pre*ee%ed against their apparent ill luck threugh—him—$to—the—farDe~
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partment. The 'Consoler Generads'
On November 25th he writes to H. M. Thomas:
r 'Tis sad to hear of Trudeau's death, but he made a fine and success-

ful fight. ‘It was in the Times, but I only glance at the papers these
days, so missed ite I heard of iX in London on Tuesday and just had time
to write a brief obituary note for the Lancet of this we_ek;.y; You will
miss him sadly. What a strong man he became and how helpful t0 others.

Few men have done better work and what an example to invalids.

We are all well - still very busy. I wish you could see these nerve
Ic:ases, terrible wrecks from the shell shock and such unusual symptoms.

Grace is at work all day. We had the dining-room burnt out last week.

Only precious thing lost was that nice Vernon plaque of me which melted

; e
| to a ball. Revere was at homé)mWM
Mmoumu_u_ga—teﬂM is so well. There is not

§enough to do with the McGill Unit and he feels that he should be at the
Eé‘vf::'ont. No daylight yet in this horrid mess. Recruiting is wonderful.
gThere will be 3 - 4 millions of men under arms soon. All will be needed.
It is going to be a long business. The loss among our friends is shock-

: ing - Schafer, Moore, Rolleston, Garrod, Handford, Herringham and others

have all lost boys. There are practically no students here - only 20

at Ch. Che Love to all at home. I hope Hal is in good form.

S
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n his tribute to Trudeau he wrote:

fratte—ofthe—spirit;—that—maybemisssd I the hurly-burly Of the wori-a-
dev_werld . ,,.v.n: sase—w Eaward quzags Of no man I have met
are the noble words which Matthew Arnold uses of his father more true,

gnd they will find an echo in the hearts of thousands to whom his life

and words have been a comfort: =

We were weary, and we

Fearful, and we in our march

Fain to drop down and to die.
Still thou turnedst and still
Beckonedst the \trembler, and still
Gavest the weary\thy hand.

{Only an idealist can be an optimiste, Trudeau had a fine outlook on life.

|
|
| ul 18 full O CH In the United States and Canada we all loved
Ehim for his strong love of all that was best ik the profession. 1In one
gletter to me he said: 'Are there no other ideals than efficiency and suc-
%cess? I know you hate sentiment; but with some of s sentiment stands
Efor a good deal, and is a real factor in the problems &f lifei/it is often
the very spirit of that mysterious "ego" which governs oun actions and

shapes our lives after certain ideals; and to my mind no field offers such

possibilities for the development of high ideals as does the medisal pro-

fession.
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«‘3&4",%& M(Ih’w:u.l,

'Sentiment governs our actions andshapes our lives,') @sier perhaps on

hata wands wias 3
the very day thta:ms%ritten/nade a mark for the loss of another son
against the names of one of his friends), ali—ef-whom-had—lest—beys.

For thus, opposite the list of “present members' in his copy of Payne's
an

t ‘
c one (?wJ ; Roh whae
History of the College Club,he checked off the lossesﬁ sus-~

Wt Care %I‘;‘{“.(l MM@')O\.MW- :
tained - enﬁﬂhe’%ﬁo—my—ee—ﬂa—ree—eeas. His own turn was tc come.

But the fathers of newly dead boys and boys still alive in those days
in England, however much they ached for one another, made no outward
sign, exchanged no letters of condolence, but struggled on with their

day's work uninterrupted.

To learn the most about Osler one must take recourse again to the

letters of others.

e You ask how he looks [Lady Osler writes her sister, December lst] -

very well I think - except just lately perhaps, because I know his heart

aches about the new danger to Revere but as I said yesterday we have not

heard yet where he is. Everyone says W.0. looks well, but why he is not

A y
worn out I do not know. Hismne are too dreadful. If he would

let me I could give up everything and help him a lot - but he won't.

The
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!thing that wearies me, and him too but he won't say so, is the continual
fstrain of talking. Every day for weeks there has been an sxtra person
|

at luncheon - someone wanting something. Today a female doctor from Bos-

?ton, who came for a ;etter to a Swiss doétor as she is going to work in
§Zurich. Yesterday it was a Canadian nursé wanting a job. Tomorrow it will
?be a parson wanting to go to France,and Friday it will be all the Harvard

g Unit at luncheon 1£ Christ Church Hall and tea here at 4.30. The demands
; on him never stopes At Cliveden if he doesn't go every Monday they are

g dreadfully annoyed and Nancy telephones tc know why - and says her chil-

§ dren are weeping for hime. o .
L

on that particular Friday December 3rd at 4.30 p.m., she writes to

another who will be interested:

r I am waiting to receive the Harvard Unit for tea, and enclose pro-

| gramme* of the day's proceedings, and I fear some may come in ambulances -
[ %4 printed card: HARVARD UNIVERSITY UNIT. 2nd Contingent.
Visit to Oxford. December 3rd, 1915. This gave an itinerary
of the hospitals, laboratories, etc., to be visited between
11.30 a.me and 5.00 pems., ending with an ‘'exhibition of 20 of
the works that have chiefly influenced Science and Medicine.'
As can be seen, he tcok a vast deal of trouble to give these
volunteer organizations a good start and a pleasant impression.
It was a great disappointment to him that the Johns Hopkins
people did not send a Unite He writes the Dean: "When one has
lived a completely comfortable life, tc be wet and cold and
|maddy for weeks at a time,tests a fellow's mettle," and he adds:
"all the same get your boats ready - if we go under you come
inext."

L
for they must be deade I wish you cculd have seen the luncheon tables

in Ch. Ch. - the Hall and pictures never looked more wonderful. I went

| to see them at 12.30 - 64 places - and all the Imperial old silver and
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:;gold vases, tankards, etc., on the tables - with chrysanthemumé - oak
,‘voolour, to harmonize with the wood, and two huge fires sputtering and
igsnapping. I am sure they must have loved it. Dr. Cheever and Dr. Bremer
s Wil SbdAE 08, - Bin Mine Perry, to lunch Sunday - they only arrived
ESaturday night and were so nice. I hope and pray all goes well in France.
;-It is simply horrible - the weather over there - and I am terrified about
| the men being cold. I am providing them with sleeping socks to fheir
‘knees. . .Socks are the most needed of all things and khaki mufflers.
1The McGill men are having the devil's own time with wind and cold - they
are being moved outside Boulogne and I hope will be comfortable. Revere
as you know is going nearer the front - to Npﬁsﬁ%’;—i as quartermaster. I
hope he may be happier. The war is too muddy and worrying to write about.

Later. The men all came and have had really a wonderful day. I

think they thoroughly appreciated it - arrived at 11 - left at 6.

It is now Revere's turn tc tell how muddy the war really was, for

< - BER!
instead of going to No. 39—=R' as expected, and perhaps at the very moment

when 'two huge wood fires were sputtering and snapping' in Woolsey's dining-
hall at Oxford, he is writing the following letter tc his aunt, Mrs. Chapin:

No. 3 Canadian General Hospital, B.E.F,
Dec. 3 rd.

Dear Aunt Susies Just a line to wish you a happy Christmas and to
let you kmow my prospects of the same. I am still with No. 3 which near-

ly a month ago ceased to be a hospital and which has since become a turbid
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mad hole, rank with unrest and discontent. The canvas hospital proved,
v%as everyone expected, a decided failure, and not only was our three months'
Ehard work undone by the winds of a night but the ground from being an arid
éwaste of grassless dust was changed in the course of a week tc a sea of
émud, which was and still is, black, putrid and unwholesome, to sit, sleep
éor stand 1n; So after a good deal of hesitation and and a still greater
gdeal of correspondence it ﬁas brought to the notice of some red-hatted,

: ébrass-buttoned, elegant gentlemen that No. & Canadian Gen. Hospital was
gundergoing a process of gradual enlizement and would very likely disappear
galtogether. Orders came to evacuate all patients, which was done imme-
idiately, and to prepare tc move at.a moment 's notice. A suitable build-
;ing was found in Bou}ogne and it seemed evident that we were\to make it
Eour winter quarters. All this is now in the days long ago and the red-
%hatted authorities must have fdrgotten use It would be an act of heroic

ékindness to remind them again of our existence and to'point out that 30

Eofficers, 250 men and 70 nurses have for five weeks sat in cold and draughty

1

étehts with the mud oozing through t he floors and the rain dripping from the
%roof, without a thing to do but fight the wind and the rain and stoke the
gsmoking stinking braziers.'. e « o« I wish you could see us hers. Some of
;the officers I think you must knbw. Bill and Campbell Howard of course,
;and Dr. Russell and Dr. Little whom you probably remember from Baltimofe
dayse. Wé are all assembled round an old o0il can full of hot coak which
pours volumes of dismal smoke through a ventilator in the roof of the tent.
There are several comfortable chairs and three card-tables which Muz sent

from England.. There are also two plain tables covered with blankets, a
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letter-box, a notige-board and‘two pails. Over all, in my eyes at any
rate a mist of impenetf#ble gloom seems to hang. In an adjacent tent
are two long board tables with chairs on either side. In this we eat 3
times a day. Behind is a shed, built by the Engineers, with a stove and
a sink, It makes a good kitchen and turms out daily at least one first-
rate meale We all sit round the oil can every day. Sometimes someone
goes away for the day, sometimes someone writes a letter and usually two
or three couples are playing cards with a pile of sous in front of them.

The strange thing is that no one complains. I have explored the country

g pretty thoroughly and found a good deal of interest. There is little
i chance of talking French except on walks when one meets peasants on the
? road; even then they speak a strange dialect of their own. I think there
| is a good chance of No. 3 leading this same life for several weeks more.
i The Boulogne expedition seems very distant and I am very g;ad to be get-
i~ting away and trying the excitement of proximity to our old friends the
| Germans. It is said that they have unheard-of means of dispelling gloom.
I hope you all havg the same happy Christmas that we used to have at
_§ Canton and that you can forget the war for that one day at lesaste. My best
E love to all whom I know in Canton. Your loving REVERE.

P.S. Do you not think that you could stow yourself, Susan, Margaret
; and the uncles on bdard the Peace Ship which your eminent compatriot is
i about to’launch upon the sea of blood? At any rate give him my love and

a split pea for the dove. (May it choke him!)

S
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Loathe the war as they did, evidently neither Revere nor his father

were 'peace without victory' men. On December 10th the Regius writes

I have neglected you and many others, but it has been anavoidable.
Hopelsss mess! Secretary gone, butler and chauffeur %00 and I have a
correspondence bureau to manage, but in such days it ¥s a comfort to be
busye. I am awfully in arrears with work. I am gtruggling with the early
incunabula, a new edition Jof the Text-book] and all sorts of interest in

sick and wounded.,’ are—f£i af—rars mhdids—chieflv—from—the—Dardan

ROV S et SCare abou eSS40 irs s he dinine SO ARIOTIT®
houp—end—my—MSS—and—bO0OKS 1a the 4foom above would—have gome.  Your book
has done good missionary work/and stimulated interesf enormously. When do
you issue a second editionj I have a few corrections. The country is
in good form, and the gfmy growing and improving every day; but the war is
not half over. Anytding but an inconclusive peace! We must either win or

go under in which Jlatter case, we shall hand on the struggle to you. Get

your ships ready in any case. The Navy has saved us. Greetings to the

| Librarian.

-

Aa&—en—%he—aame—dag'to H. B. Jacobs:

.

<. . It is sure to be a long war. Finance may stop it and leave the issue

é undecided, which would be unfortunate. Either we or the U.S. has to
|

| smash Germany. If we go under she will be at your throats within a year.
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Ships, ships, ships! what would we do without the navy & it may be the
navy that will decide the war. The difficulty is to turn a democracy
into a fighting people. It is very slow work. Ld. Derby has apprently
done the Jjob without conscription. The reéruiting has been wonderful,
There will be an army of 4 million witq/e mos. Lack of proper organiza;
tion is sadly felt. You cannot grow a big general staff in a few months
aﬂy more thaﬁ%%ZQ build a Krupﬁs in a year. On the whole the country
has done wonderfully and if we could only shut up the politicians & editors
& put the war into the hands of a few good men, she would do better still.
. « Revere is well, but there is not enough to do at the MeGill unit,
s0 he is going to join a field ambulance and will be near Poperinghse.
Poor laddis, he longs to be back at Ch. Ch. with his‘books. Oxford is
empty - we have 20 men at Ch. Ch. instead of 280. The losses have been
fearful and so many friends have lost boys . . « Extraordinary people,
such self restraint - no murmur or discontent. Grace is working at high
pressure = 120 women in a big laboratory. . « I am picking up a few

treasures - nice XI Cent. MS of Plat%fius - one ofthe Practica of Bernard

as in the following to Mrs. Brewster:

Gordfnio. The Catalogue grows. =«

N

In his batch of Christmas latters to America, for good reason gotten

off early in the month, he gives some details of what happened at the fire;

e IEwee 80 good of you & R. B. to send that fat cheque [:or the

Belgians], which Grace acknowledged. People are wonderfully kind & send
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' all sorts of things, = 95 barrels of appleslcame last week%'for the Cana-

dian wounded soldiers. Revere had leave for 5 days - looks so fit. He

is Joining the Field Ambulance as the Hospital work is too monotonous &

 he feels it rather a soft job. He will be at the front  We shall have

to take our worries with the others. Poor laddie! he loathes the whole

business.  We had a horrid scare the other night - fire in the dining-

 room Grace woke with the smell of smoke 3.30 a.m. We kept it in one

| room until the engines came. It was a narrow escapees « o NO serious

‘ “bur
| loss -—ea5ep%—:hax—aég1r¥ernon—piaque—§a—brenz€;>(Ainother hour & the

whole house would have gone. I suppose you are glad now to have had the
fire at Avalon. When I opened the door & the black smoke puffed into my

face the thoughtcame ™iothing that cannot be replaced”, but then I rushed

upstairs to get the MSS & incunabula, I enclose a photo. of the wreck

taken next day. The country is at last awake. Recruits pouring in -

‘munitions abundant - outlook good on the western front, very bad in the

east - very good at sea, better in America! So let us be thankful. The
English are awful pessimists I suppose it is the climate. . . Letters
‘are very uncertain just now but this should reach Avalon in time to wish

jyou all a very happy Xmas.

The year ended with one of his familiar bréncho-pneumonic attacks a

little more prolonged and serious than usual. He entered in his account-

\

book opposite Dece. 26th - "Cold hanging about for two weeks, began in laxs
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ynx, then went to head; out on and off. Last few days bronchial and coughed
a good deal at night just before going'to sleep - no fever." This barred
him from active participation in the Christmas gaieties, for the house

as usual was full[of young people bn leave.' Indeed on the 30th he

writes that he is 'still housed with influenza.® Nevertheless he can

write cheerfully enough, as this to Mrs. Chapin on the 26th indicates:

Dearest Sue We have had a happy Xmas but have missed Issac so much.
I hope Grace sends on some of his letters which are often very amusing.
Grace is wonderful - such energy & industry. She is the life of that
' big Red + work-room; and she seems t0 have money galore for everything.
%You have been an angel to collect so much. Things are going well in the
fcountry, which at last recognizes the gravity & greatmess of the task. So
glong as the Navy holds the seas Germany is in a tight place, no matter
:what she does on land - but an inconclusive peace would be a disaster, and
;mean a repetition of all these horrors in another ten years. . . Fire

'has done much good - as usual, but what an escape for my books! Your

_1oving We
It was at about this time that the widespread system of espionage,

one purpose of which was to blow up with bombs vessels carrying munitions
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‘0of war to Europe, had been uncovered in the United States. Though
the Austrian Ambassador had been recalled, the more clever German Am-
bassador remained and %as engaged on the onghand in the plot to dis-
locate Americgn industry.,and on the other was letting loose ballons
d'essai of peace, one expression of which was the amazing expedition
of the "Oscar II"™ with its 'out of the trenches by Christmas' slogan.
Peace would be welcome in England, 5ut not 'at any price.'

The disconcerting news of the failuré at Gallipoli élons, coupled with
anrattack of bronchopneumoéonia following influenza, should have been
enough to depress ordinary mortals. Nevertheless Osler can write the
last day of the year, "The country is going strong., Hit any man on the

head for me who says 'peace'!"
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