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; Chapter XXXIV

s T H W

s MR Sar

The year opened sadly<

this-moming.—dohnIL—Mitohelis* “Vand in a copy of Weir Mitchell's

"Ode on a Lycian Tomb"; a poem written as a memorial é% his daughter, —sa

- f/;;;;:?haa

inserted this note:

I have just had this cable from Jack Mitchell announcing the death
of his father, one of my dearest friends. Had I been a son he could not
have been kinder to‘ma during the five years of my life in Philadelphia.
Professionally and socially he did everything to further my interests;
though I had no claims upon him other than that of mutual interssts in
scientific medicine and in literature. My estimate is on the obposite

page. Overleaf are the two last letters, one dated Dec. 20th.

e

In the 'estimate®' - a long obituary appreciation in the British Medical

Journal, he says in part:

The 15th of next February would have been his eighty-fifth birthday.

B, |

| When I saw him last May he had begun tc show his age, but mentally he was

| as keen and alert as @vere. Of no man I have known are Walter Savage Lan-

idor’s words more true: "I have warmed both hands at the fire of life."

EWe have to go to other centuries tc find a parallel toc his career, not,

%it is true, in professional work - for others have done more - but in the
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%combination of 2 life devoted to the best interests of science with lit-
ierary and social distinction. He reminds one of Mead, who filled so
ilarge a place in public and professibnal life in the early part of the
geighteenthlcentury. And of Mitchell, Dr. Johnson's remarki};:;;nally
?true: "No man ever lived more in the sunshine of life." But & much
icloser parallel is with the great seventeenth-century Tuscan, Francesco
?Redi, in the triple combination already referred to, of devotion to sci-

;entific study and tc belles lettres, and in the position'which he enjoyed

iin public esteems o .

e ‘

'——'w v ot oo ey Gl

Garrison who is p*epae&ag&4£kqméﬁe1BJEZWS

—

) By < ',.. {orabrors f g
&n Janu 19th to F. H.
ary QEEizzites
Mv-&nul’, » '
a Life of John S. Billings:

f// I am taking no steps about the Avicenna tomb until I get an estimate;

gthen I will arrange a committee and send a circular. I am getting a

%great deal of information out of your history and it will be a great bib-
§liographical help. Mitchell had a fine life. I wrote a very hurried
fsketch of him in the British Medical Journale. No, the initials "J.S.B." *

-~

3; [ *Cf. note in appendix of "Science and Immortality."

gare of Sturgis Bigelow of Boston, whoc was a greét orientalist. I will

iask Miss Acland about the letters from B.[J. S. Billings] to hér father.

%He wrote a great deal to Miss Acland - not much I think either to Brunton
?or to Burdett. I am just trying to finish my early printed books (to 1480)-
%paper for the Bibliographical Society. I wish you could see the fine ex-
%hibit I have got together for this evening, but I dare say the S.G.L. has

§ he majority of them.

B
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AS /Was $rme of &is—friemd—and—cullEmgue, another Student of Christ

Church, Ingram Bywater, Gilbert Murray's predecessor as Regius Professor

IRar Ra ;
of Greek, &&orcacquired kmowledge with an easy deliberation and kept it

Waz o Gy hine of-BGele,,
. by mere tenacity and a sure instinct for seleotionf His interest in the

early medical incunabula had been a bypath followed in the preparation
“cs‘h\unﬁxlé\'tm ﬁMwMMéa‘tﬂ'u. Jlﬂ ﬁa.léwnsf‘:
of his Sillimen Lectures to give him }&—’D&\?ks?evad—e-t—ﬂm—-spi-rﬁ—e-f—ﬂm
Clar /’7%“ lhes, (R Twead, W't (€ lot
dex e 3 “loo . < S
gl ; e ; e WUE  atlecss Sumt wnnfile af
timesy And a trail of this sort once taken up he pursued te—the—end.

Asd. W” Momesmenadiby
t was natural, therefore, that he should have made "The Earlieét Printed
Medical Books" the subject of his presidential address W

graphiesl—Seeiety, with a discussion of the influence of printing from

v\—/\/\

its dawn till 1480 upon the art of medicine B sterile medical period,,&wl

. ¢ Sasd '\
be it-saidy of greater typographical than scientific interest. M Hm&fzgqn& (bt -

‘/. o« The leaves 0f the printed book t.old'man's story as clearl; as’ did‘

the palaeontological record of the earth's strata. 4n expert in a geolo-

- gical museum would pick out the Lower Siiurian fossils from the 'Devoniém,
and so, without knowing their authors, the practical his torien could assign
any dozen books on any subjects to their centuries. Today in special de-
prartments, with rapid progress, the expert could put the knowledge from any

 printed page into decades. It would not be rash to offer to assign to its
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decade any important wprk on pathology published in the last century.
Revolutions were more rapidly effected in the arts than in the mind. A
new process or a new discovery in practical science made more progress in
one decade than a new thought in ten. Harvey's announcement of the cir-
culation of the blood was scarcely accepted by his own generation, but in
a few years ‘following Jenner's discovery the whole civilized world was vac-
cinated. It was not surprising that the invention of printing spread so
rapidly that within twenty-five years (to 1480) it had been introduced into
111l places, and some 350 printers had been at worke The art of the copy-
ist, however, long sﬁrvived, and even as late as 1490 the busy hand of
Erasmus was used in transcribing copies of works, and in the early years of

the sixteenth century his practice was tc present his shorter works to his

patrons in manuscript. . o*
INCE

E/*British Medical Journal, Jan. 24, 1914, i, 205.

He concluded by expressing the opinion that &t first) printing did little to
e TN

revive medicine and that it was only after two generations that Greek influ-

~ ence began t0 oust Arabian conceptions.* In a note written the day after

I *Osler's intention to print a.complete 1list of the medical in-
| cunabula up to 1480 led him into A task which only the bibliograph-
. ers of the incunabula can appreciate. The bask yas fi finall handed
| over to Mr. Scholderer of the British lxmsev.zm(=¥§"s 2nd was—on o -

gmw:, Wished by the Bibliographical Society in 1923 e:-_'-a%fm J¢A¢.., 7r- Colensy duath

the meeting, to Charles Perry Fisher the Librarian of the College of Phy~
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sicians in Philadelphia, he tells of the sources of the books he had

showne.

/
Dear Fisher: Send me a notice of the College Memorial Meeting. We

never had a better friend than Weir Mitchell‘and it is wonderful what he
did for the old College.

I am glad you have got a good list of Bhamperius,ggé-his books are
of’very great interest and increasing much in value. I read a paper last
vnight on the Early Printed Medical Books to 1480, and had an exhibit of
fifteen of my own, six from the College of Surgeons, four from the Royal

Society of Medicine and eight from the Wellcome Historical Exhibit. i

have a number of photographs of the rarer books and have collected inform-

| % v
ation in al;/égout 180 separate editions to 1480. With greetings for the

; New Year, Sincersely yours,

|
At n L

On January 21st his §ld friend whom he had known in Montreal as
Donald A. Smith died in his London home, at 28 Grosvenor Square, and six
days later the body of this simple and homely man was borne without pomp
to his last resting-place in Hiéhgate Cemetery where his wife had pre-
ceded him only a few months bgfore. There had been a national service at

the Abbey, to be sure, where a grateful nation would have given him space
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had he not willed otherwise. Osler was one of the ten pallbearers,
chosen owing to their personal ties - the Duke of Argyll, the Principal
of Aberdeen, the Governor of the Hudson Bay Company, the‘Colonial Secre-
tary, the Lord Mayor, and Lords Aberdeen, Litchfisld and Lansdowne.

Thus e;ded a career so picturesque tha§ had it been found in fiction it
would have seemed a story over=drawn. (A man whose exact birthplace and
age were uncertain and who had begun life counting muskrat skins at La-

oL
chine, haé—beegae by the time of the South Afriéan War, in the words of

Ke bombecome
his Queen, pﬁ;ﬂaf’:he BEmpire's greatest benefactors. John Hay once said
that the modern British Imperialism as a popular force was largely the
joint product of four men - Joseph Chamberlain, Lord Strathcona, Rudyard
Kipling and Lord Northcliffe. To neither\Chamberlain nor Strathconé was
it given to see what latent endurance .and loyalty underlay this federa-
tion of peoples when put to & supreme test.

The time was drawing near when the Empire was sorely %o need men like

Strathcona, of resolute and optimistic type - men accustomed to triwmph

L
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over difficulties. Thers could not be to0o many of them for even now

C ow luc

$Mwu
the affairs of Britain were in a troubled plight. “he Prime Minister

; ; Who 8dwrocolhd

waﬂbeset on the onehand by labour delegates advecating railway national-
- el ,

1zatioq‘ protestimg against compulsory military service and %g;) increase
of armaments; end—strikes—wers provatent; on the other hand he was dodging
militant suffragists who were terrorizing the country)smashing windows,
damaging pictures,.among them Sargent's portrait of Henry James g burning
railway stations and éountry houses, even to setting off a bomb in the
Abbeys. Nor was arrest and imprisonment a deterrant, for the hunger strike
followed and a diseharge under the 'Cat and Mouse' acte. But this was a
trifle to the spectre of civil war. The Ulster crisis was coming to a
head, and to all appearances the Home Rule bill would be introduced at
the point of the bayonet/though Lord Roberts, himself an Irishman, had
sald that the use of the army o coerce Ulster was unthinkable. There

were worse things than a court martial, and officers in the Curragh had

handed in their resignations - a course even followed by Colonel Seeley
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the Secretary far War, though this was not until the end of March. = How
greatly Osler was himself disturbed by these things does not appear. Though
in a letter to a colleague in London by whom he 'had besn asked to see &

militant American in consultation, he writes:

ok
* ¢ o W-—- says she is not certifiable, so what are we to do! I have

written to her brother urging him to come over & take her out of the com~
try. These ancient canophilic vestals should be segregated by Act of Par-

liament. The Government should buy Iceland from Denmark and deport them

there automatically at the menopause.

.

Meanwhile he writes to J. William White in reply to a letter from some-
where in the Far East:

r‘ We have had a very busy winter so far - a great deal doing, so many
people coming and going. Awfully sad %0 have dear old Mitchell leave us,
but he had a wonderfgl innings and died the death of the righteous, with a
minimum of that 'cold gradation of dé&ay' through which so many of us have
to pass; and it is perhaps just as well that Mrs. Mitchell followed him so
soon. Revere is getting ready for his exams, an& hopes to come here in Oc-
tober. He has taken to sketching and books amd is still devoted to fish-
1ﬁg. I had a nice morning with John Sargent the other day. He made a

splendid crayon sketch of me which will g0 in a couple of months $0 the

College of Physicians, Philadelphia.

e,
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And to Camac on February 25th, that the Historical Section of the Royal
Society of Medicine was getting into very good shape; that their pléns
for the summer were uncertain - "I had hoped to get out early, but the.Na-
tional Library Association meets here at the invitation of the Curators
of the’Bodleian the end of August and I cannot possibly leave until after-
warde I do not know what Grace and Revere will do."

The world in genergl at this time seemed to be filled with people

who, like the woman he had seen in consultation, were ‘uncertifiable', and

2 AW

Osler with a number of others was victimizéﬁ by one of them through the
publication of "The Family Encyclopaedia of Medicine," a work which ap-
peared on February 26th and was widely advertised in the daily press. On

March 4th there was eent him from the Registrar of the Royal College of

Physicians the following note:

i

The President and Censors deeply regret to observe that your name ap-
pears in this advertisement, a copy of which I enclose, and in a $imilar
advertisement in the Daily Telegraph of Thursday, the 29th ult. (enclmed).
They desire also to draw your attention to an article in the Daily Mail of

the same date (enclosed). They hope to receive from you an assurance that
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your name has been inserted without your knowledge or consent. They fur-

ther desire to draw your attention to a Resolution of the College, dated

February 2, 1888. I enclose a copy of this Resolution [pertaining to per-

“They hope that you will communicate at once with the Editor and pub=

lishers of the "Family Encyclopaedia of Medicine," requiring that your name
ibe withdrawn from the advertisements, and from succeeding numbers of the

jpublication, if you have not already done so.
Sy

And to this he replied the following day:

[ Dear Mr. Registrar: Your letter, with its lurid enclosure$, is the
first inimation 1 haJZjZ; the existence of "The Family Encyclopaedia of
Medicine," in connection with which the use of my name was entirely unau-
thorized. Six months ago a Dr. Riddle asked me to look over a paper on
typhoid féver, to which I replied 1 was too busy. When three months later
a type-written article appeared I looked him up, and finding that he was a
Cambridge man of apparently good standing, I glanced it over and made a sug-
’ gestion about typhoid carriers. I made no written corrections. Thqre
was nothing on his le tter-paper to indicate that he was connected imn any

way with a popular publication, of the existence of which your enclosure of

today is the first and only intimation I have had. I have written to Dr.

‘vniddle that I consider the use of my name was unwarranted and obtained by

|

?means of subterfuge, and that he has grosély'abused what was meant to be a

‘kindly act to a younger colleague. Sincerely yours,
¥ ; Wm Osler.
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His mother's admonition - "Remember, Willie, the shutters in England will
rattle as they do in America" must have come to his mind during the trying

weeks that followed, when the matter lay before the Board of Censors of

4
(VT S

the College, /which apparently culminated at a meeting of the Comitia on
April 6th, of which Osler has left the following note.

At the College meeting today (6th) I raised the question of the res-
ponsibility of the College tovdefend its members. D--- ﬁade a Pecksniff-
ian address in which he said the hénour of the College had been dragged
in the mud. P--- said it was not customary for the C. to defend indivi-
dual members. The President askedlif the C. wished to take any action -

«

' no replye I have sent in my resignation agﬁprotest against this attitude.

In this matter I am not the galled jade and if the College is prepared to

'Ediscipline me in a perfectly innocent action, they should be prepared to

gdefend me when it is clear I have been the victim of fraud and subterfuge. W.0.

—

Four days later, April 10th, at the end of an accumulated bundle of corres-

pondence, Osler has written:

i The day after 1 sent in my resignation the President called me up by

telephone and asked if he could come and see me the next day, and begged me

to say nothing about it as the matter was very complicated. The College

could not well take action, as it was not altogether certain how far the

| Editor of the F. E. M. had comprised some of the younger Fellows. I saw



12
March
1914

Barlow in town yesterday and talked over the whole business., He much re-

gretted D---'s remarks and explained why it was impossible for the College

to take up the matter. Very reluctantly I agreed to withdraw my resignation.
e

All this need hardly be mentioned except to show that Osler was capable of
acting on an impulse of indignation, and the episode may indicate that people
in general were perhaps over-sensitized in these early months of 1914. It may

have been something more than a coincidence, too, that Osler should have

1

caused to be published at thie time an article* containing a long letter writ-

i *"Locke's Expﬁlsion from Christ Church." Oxford lMagazine, Mar.
§12, 1914, p. 264. The Locke letter had been procured at Sotheby's
ifhe precéding July.

Tha
ten in 1684, in which John Locke the philosopher expatiates 'on this arbitrary

and unjust expulsion' from Christ Church he had receantly sustained under the

Deanship of BisthlFell.

[ This opinion of me [Locke wrote] I thought time and ye contradic-
tions i; caryed with it would have cured, & that the most suspitious would
ét last have been weary of imputeing to me wfiteings whose mattér, and
stile have I believe (for pamphlets have been laid to me w:%R I have never

seen)‘been soe very different, yt it was hard to thinke they should have

the same author, thouge a much abler man than me.
%

Osler had schooled himself to meet episodes of this sort with aequanimity.
They were indeed of rare occurrence, and as he was not bullt to harbour a

grievance nor willing to let misunderstandings grow into alienations his life
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'sioping toward the sunny side' went on unaffected. With all his mmltifarious
interests it must not be forgotten that the Regius at the same time was a con-
sulting physician and had professional duties both to prince and pauper though

}it is difficult to see how he fitted in time for his consultations. He notes

in his account-book on March 10ths

Saw the Prince again today. Very good term. He has been hunting and

SgHE

beagling and enjoying life very much. He bedevils Hansell a bit by keeping

late hours and taking too much exercise before breakfast. He looks well

? and fuller in the face, and has gained 5 1lbs in weight. His outlook on life

? is much brighter and he is in better spirits.
And in contrast, Bateman the parlour-maid takes over the telephone a message
handed in at Calcutta to "Osler Oxford" which says: "Save my son George Hallo-
- ran God will pay all expenses," which indicates that an Indian student had re-

ceived a football injury but was being well attended to. God pays many a doc-

tor's fee.
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He presided on March }13th at:a meeting of the Oxford and Reading Branch
fet

of the B. M. A./zgﬂthe Radcliffe Infirmary, where he spoke on "The Diag-

nosis of Early Pulmonary Tuberculosis™; and a few days later he writes

to his 0ld friend James Tyson of Philadelphia: "I am a great deal in Lon-

don for one thing or another. We shall have a big dinner next week for

Gorgas, and the University has decided tc give him an honorary degree."

Onlenr
This tribute to Gorgas, as may be surmised, was entirely at his in-

and :
stigation for he never missed an opportunity to do unexpected \things guua IGaat

for people coming through Englands Early in the year he had learned
from Gorgas, who had been on a mission in Johannesburg on the invitation
of the Transvaal Chamber of Mines to investigate the cause of the high

death-rate among the native labourers, that he would return through Eng-
$6 OTomata (. Sayiny ¥ wets & el e
M 7 e B 340‘1;‘:4:?4., Goue [orgcn
land some time in March, emd Osler had immediately written to)F—Y+—Fh
o himnen Wi fa NeBanan e Jrian. el Qfnico ? D Thisne tue Corta &,,qﬁ gel Sl @ty Neen’s ana 8 400

MacAlister suggesting that the Royal Society of Medicine ask him to give

an illustrated lecture, tc be followed by a reception. He wrote also to

N Trguainy
Sir Rickman 74 Godlee, asking/éﬁether the Royal College of Surgeons ever
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gave honorary fellowships on special occasions, bécause Gorgas who had
just been appointed Surgeon General of the U. 5. Army would soon be in
London - 'a man whose work in Cuba and Panama hgd probably been the most
important ever done in tropical sanitatioﬁ:aﬂio‘tad to Major G. O. Squier
the military attaché at the American Bmbassy, to stir him up in the mat-

ter. Then to Gorgas himself on March l6th:

e Dear Gorgas: I hope you will fall in with the somewhat active pro-
gramme which has been arranged, of which MacAlister, the Secretary of the
Royal Society of Medicine, will send you full particulars. I will see
you on Wednesday evening at the Army Mess dinner. Friday and Saturday I
have to be at the Association of Physicians at Cambridge. I think we
shall have a very good gat%ering at the public dinner to you on Monday -
the Colonial Secretary, ;he leading members of the(proiession, the Arch-
bishop of Canterbury, Lord Bryce, Lord Moulton and others will be there.

Wire me on arrival where you are staying. Greetings t¢ Darling and Noble.

; Sincerely yours, &cCe.

—

So it came about that on March 23rd at the Savoy Hotel a complimentary
dinner was given tc 'Surgeon General W. C. Gorgas of Panama,' at which Sir

Thomas Barlow the President of the Royal College of Physicians presided,

and on calling on the first speaker, said that the dinner had been first
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a van_ ; ;
suggested by Sir—#iiiiem-Oster who was "always striving to promote the

friendship between the two great branches of the Anglo-Saxon race.' Among
the speakers were Mr. Page, and Lord Bryce who spoke of medicine as 'the

only profession that laboured incessantly to destroy the reason for its

own existence; and around the tables sat, among other notables, the

éresidents of the collegés and schoéls,'ggg t?e leading members of the
profeésion, with the chief officers of the military and medical servicesf
It was highly characteristic of Osler that he should have had en-
grossed and illuminated on parchment, copies of the addresseé made by the
public oratoer Mr. A. D. Godley, and by the Acting Vice-Chancellor Dr.

P, H. Warren when Gorgas was given his D.S€., honoris causa, at a spe-

cial Convocation in Oxford the following day;‘and that he should have had
copies made and sent to the Journal of the American Medical Association,
in which they were reprcduced to accompany Gorgas's éEﬁ;ﬁZiEbf his“Re-

. commendations to the Transvaal Chamber of Mines." Few people would havé
taken all this trouble even to pay a deserving tribute to an old friend,

and the story has a curious aftermath, for Sir John MacAlister states that
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Osler's generous and happy thought leading up to this occasion was what

@}uc 0&\;){4«?)
led him six years later, after Gorgas's death in London, %o suggest that

the Nation give him a military funeral and hold a service at St. Paul's, lo bt

ichy—Had it not been for Osler's example on this visit in

(15 Eatin TithoTo
1914,\would probably never have been thought of.

There were other things also to occupy hims g meeting of the Asso-~
ciation of Physicians in Cambridge; book-sales in London; and March 27th
was given ower to the entertainment of a group of surgeons. | For, follow-
.ing the example of the American inter-urban clinical societies an Enélish
club of a similar sort had been formed =~ tbe Association of Provincial
Surgeons - and they were entertained much as the Ameriéan Society of Clin-
ical Surgeons had been four years before; and a great display of volumes
relating to the history of British surgery was gotten out from the Bodleian

stores for their edification.*

*nSome MSS. and Books in the Bodleian Library, Illustrating
the Evolution of British Surgery." British Medical Journal, April
11, 1914, i, 825-6,
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That a group of surgeons should make a pilgrimage to spend a day with
a physician, chiefly known to be an ardent bibliophile, is in itself

worthy of comment, especially as this physician just now is smarting

mot™
under the vote of censure from his own kind. But Osler a catholi-

.%m.‘t MW%@M (e mmaea |
ci£§)ﬂf:frianﬂsh:pz::ﬁne:nsad'not be su:prlsed at flnding him a month

later (April 27th) the guest of honour at the dinner held in London in
celebration of the twenty-first anniversary of the Jewish Historical

Society of England. Lord Reading the Chief Justice presided, and in

len :
responding to the toast of Science{gave a noteworthy speech, a few para-
graphs of which at least should be rescued from the obscure journals
into which it subsequently found its way.*

[“‘Cf. Jewish Comment, Baltimore, Dec. 18, 1914.

(/' In estimating [he said] the position of Israel in the human values we
must remember that the quest for righteousness is Oriental, the quest for
knowledge Occidental. Wikh the great prophets of the East - loses, Isaiah,
Mahomet - the word was, '"Thus saith the Lord"- with the great seers of the
West, from Thales and Aristotle to Archimedes and Lucretius, it was '"What
says Nature?" They illustrate two opposite views of man and his destiny -

in the one he is an 'angelus septulus' in a muddy vesture of decay; in the
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Iﬁs the 'young light-hearted master' of the world, in it to know it,
and by knowing to conquer. Modern civilization is the outcome of these
two great movements of the mind of man, who today is ruled in heart and
head by Israel and by Greece. From the one he has learned responsibili-
ty to a Supreme Being, and the love of his neighbour, in which are embraced
both thé Law and the Prcphets; from the other he has gathered the promise
of Eden to have dominion over the earth on which he lives. Not that
Israel is all heaft, nor Greece all head, for in estimating the human
value of the two races, intellect and science are found in Jerusalem and
beauty and truth at Athens, but in different proportions.
It is astriking fact that there is no great Oriental name in science
- not one to be put in the same class with Aristotle, with Hippocrates,
or with a score of Grecians. We do'not go to %he Bible for science,
though we may go to Mose#for instruction in some of the best metho&s in
hygiene. Nor is the Talmud a fountain-head in which hen seek inspiration
today as in the works of Aristotle. I do not forget the saying:

In uns'remr Talmud kann man Jedes lesen,
Und Alles ist schon einmal dagewesen.

With much of inteﬁserinterest for the physician, and in spite of some
brave sayings about the value of science, there is not in it the spirit
of>Aristotle or of Galen. It is true we find there one of the earliest
instances in literature of an accurate diagnosis confirmed post-mortem.

A sheep of the Rabbi Chabiba had paralysis of the hind legs. Rabbi Jemar
diagnosed ischias, or arthritis, but Rabbinéﬁ@as called in said that the
disease was in the spinal marrow. To settle the dispute the sheep was

killed, and Rabbina's diagnosis was confirmed.
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In the early Middle Ages the Jewish physicians played a role of the

first importante as preservers and transmitters of ancient knowledge.
With the fall of Rome the broad stream of Greek science in Western Eur-
ope entered the sud of Mediaevalism. It filtered through in three streams
- one in South Italy, the other in Bysantium, and a third through Islam.
At the great scﬁool of Salernum in the tenth, eleventh and twelfth cen-
turies, we find importanf Jewish teachers: Copho II wrote the Anatomia
Porci, and Rebecca wrote on fevers and the foetus. Jews were valued
councillors at the court of the great Emperor Fredérick. With the Byszan-

tine stream the Jews seem to have had little to do, but the broad clear

stream which ran through Iélam is dotted thickly with Hebrew names. In

‘the Eastern and Western Caliphates and in North Africa were men who today

are the glory of Israel, and bright stars in the medical firmament. The
writings of Issac Judaeus, known in the Middle Ages as Monarcha Medicorum,
were prized for more than four centuries. He had a Hippocratic belief in
the powers of nature and in the superiority of pre?ention to cure. He

was an 0ptimis?énd held strongly to the Talmudic precept that the physician

| who takes nothing is worth nothing. Rabbi ben Ezra was a universal genius

' and wanderer, whose travels brought him as far as England. His philosophy

| of life Browning has depicted in the well-known poem,whose beauty of dictum

| and clarity of thought atone for dountless muddy foliose. But the prince

' among Jewish physicians, whose fame as such has been overshadowed by his

reputation as a Talmudist and philosopher, is the Doctor Perplexorum - dux,

director, demonstrator, neutrorum dubitantium et errantium! - Mcses Maimo-

. nides. . o

In the revival of learning in the thirteenth century, which led to the

| foundation of so many universities, Hebrew physicians took a prominent part,
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particularly in the great schools of Montpellier and of Paris, and for

Thaaz
the next two or three centuries in Italy, in France and in Germany, Hebrew

physicians were greatly prized. But too often the tribulations of Israel

were their lot... As

Their chequered career is well illustrated by the relations with the
Popes, some of whom uttered official bulls and fulminations against them,
others seem to have had a special fondness for them as body physicians.

Paul 111 was for years igfzharge of Jacob Montiho, a distinguished Jewish
physician who translated extemsively from the Arabic and Hebrew in{o Latin,
and his edition of Averroes is dedicated to Pope Leo X. In my library
there is a copy of the letter of Pope Gregory XII1I, dated March 30, 1581,
and printed in 1584, confirming the decrees of Paul IV and Pius V, which he
regrets were by no means held in observance, ‘'but that there are still many
among Christian persons who desiring the infirmitiss of their bodies to be
cured by illicit means and especially by the service of Jews and other in-
fidels o . o! It was at Mantua that a Jewish physician, Abraham Conath,
established a printing press, from which the first Hebrew works were issued.

Throughout the sixteenth, seventeenth and eighteenth centuries in France,

Germany and Italy we meet many distinguished names in the profession, and

gLandau pays a very just tribute to their work. Only a few are met with in

gEngland. Isaac Abendana, a Spaniard, practised at Oxford and lectured on

i

fHebrew at Magdalen College. We have at the Bodleian Jewish almanacs which he

e
gissued at the end of the seventeenth century, and a great Latin translation
i

iof phe Mischna. He afterwards migrated to Cambridge. A more important
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author was Jacob de Castro Sarmento, a Portuguese Jew, who became ligen-
ciate of the Royal College of Physicians in 1725, and Fellow of the Royal
Society in 1730, There is in the Bodleian an interesting broad-sheet
from the Register of the London Synagogues respecting charges made when his
name was proposed at the Royal Societye. He contributed many papers to the
Philosophical Transactions, and was the author of several works. In the
eighteenth’ century Jean Baptiste de Silva, of a Portuguese Jewish family,
became one.of the leading physicians of Paris, consulting physician to Louis
XV, and the friend of Voltaire, who remarks, "C'était un de ces medecins
que Moliére n'eut ni pu ni 0sé rendre ridicules." Oneof the special trea-
sures of my library is a volume of the Henriade superbly bound by Padeloup
and a presentation copy from Volsaire to de Silva, given me when I left
Baltimore by my messmates in the "Ship of Fools." .« .
In the ninetéenth century, with the removal of the vexatious restrictions
the Jew had a chance of reaching his full development, and he has taken a
position in the medical profession comparable to that occupied in the palmy
Arzbian daysat Cordova and Bagdad. in Germany, particularly, the last half
of the century witnessed a remarkable outburst of scientific activity.
Traube, who may well be called the father of experimental pathology; Henle,
the distinguished anatomist and pathologist; Valentin the physiologist;
Lebert, Remak, Romberg, Ebstein, Henoch, have been among tie clinical phy-
sicians of the very first rank. Cohnheim was the most brilliant pathologist
of his day; to Weigert pathological histolqu owes an enormous debt, and,
to crown all, the man whose ideas have revolutionized modern pathology,

Paul Ehrlich, is a Jew. In America, Hebrew members of our profession for
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many years occupied a very prominent position. The father of the pro-
fession today, a man universally belowed, is Abraham Jacobi, full of years

and honours; and the two most brilliant representatives in physiology and

pathology, Simon Flexner and Jacques Loeb, carry out the splendid tradi-

asé el tn

tions of Traube and Henle. I have always had a warm affiliation for my
Jewish students, and it has been one of the special pleasures of my life
the friendships I have made with them. Their success has always been a
great gratification, as it has been the just reward of earnestness and ten-
acity of purpose and devotion tc high ideals in science; and, I may add, a
dedication of themselves as practitioners to everything that could promote
the welfare of their patients; In the medical profession the Jews had a
long and honourable record, and mmong no people is all that is best in our
science and art more warmly appreciated; none in the community take more

to heart the admonition of the son of Sirach - "Give place to the physician,

let him not go from thee, for thou hast need of him,"

T

€ are verﬁ busy and enjoying a wonderful spring,™ he writes Mrs.

Brewster late in April. "I never saw the country more beautiful and the

; walellen /
sun has had his own way for three weeks." And to his old friend Ogden{§ﬁidgﬁ

another 'Alkaspton' paper for the Quarterly Journal, urging him to come

over for he could 'breakfast in bed & browse in the Bodleian to his heart's

PPV

content,’' a&ﬁ&ng§ "Revere is just back from Scotland where he has been
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after his beloved fish. He passed Matriculation fortunately and comes up

to Christ Church this autumn.” They had been in town for a week amusing

themselves while the house was cleaning, &s(he says in a letter of the 2755)

e mmﬂ“.?«»i au-alom o tucua wﬁ‘ .
w few 0ld England, and i DL satiin

he writeg J. Y. W. MacAlister - 'the poker of the fire' - about organiz-
ing a Vesalian celebration for December, the coming 400th anniversary of
hig birth, and adds:‘"Another matter! I seeiéie Hodgkin sale early in May
a 1478 Celsus. Could we not bleed some fellows to the tune of about §30
and éend'a bid? It is one of the great books of the profession,‘which the
library should possess. I will go a fiver. Who are the men likely to
help in it? I will attack them.";

During all these past few months there had also been correspondence
w;thout end regarding the repair of Avicenna's tomb, and on the departure
of Dr. Sa'eed who had been making a long sojourn in England, he writes

on May lst:

1 had a note this morning from Mr. Funk with the estimates - repairs

at §100 and £300 to provide an income of 15 a year for a caretaker. This
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amount I am sure we could raise. Would it be possible tc have it done .
under the éuspices of the Regent or of the Shah, so that we could put at
the head of the circular "under the auspices of His etc. etc.”? I am
writing tc Funk and to Ne;ligan at once, asking them as t¢ the names of
men in Persia who should go on the Committee. In this country we would
ask the President of the College of Fhysicians, the College of Surgeons,
the Roy;l Society of Medicine, Dr. Cowley, Professor Margoliouth, the
two Regius Professors of Medicine at Oxford and Cambridge, and Professor
Browne - and we may think of some others. In Paris the President of the
Academy of Medicine and the Dean of the Medical Faculty and the President
of the French Society of the History of Medicine. Gﬁod—byeﬁ I hope you
will have a very comfortable journsey. It Pas been so nice to see you.

Do let me hear how everything progresses. I suppose your address is

a

Hamadane.
N

On Saturdsay, May 2nd*, he writes to H. B. Jacobs: "We have the Hadleys

7’ *According to Bhe Times, on this same Saturday was held 'a
discussion of great importance not only to agriculturists but to
medical and veterinary professions and the public in general,'
which took place at a meeting of the Berks. and Oxon. Chamber of
Agriculture. It was called to act on a resalution - *that further
research in swine fever should be undertaken at one or more univer-
sity centres as well as at the Government Laboratory at Alperton.'
Osler's life-long interest in comparative pathology which went
back 8o his early Toronto and McGill days may be recalled; and the
agitation seems t¢ have arisen from the question whether universi-
ties, - and particularly Cambridge, where Dr. George H. F. Nuttall
was especially fitted to undertake research in this direction -
should participate in it, or whether it should be a purely Govern-~
mental affair, for under these circumstances research was apt tc be
biased and its results often pigeon~hol®d. Osler is quoted as say-
ing at the meeting, 'that there was nothing like a row for deoing
g00od. Until the pool was troubled by the angel the waters had no
healing.®  Therefore they owed the Chairman [the Fresident of the
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Chamber} a debt of gratitude; the problem of swine fever would
benefit dnd no harm be done. The 6fficials of public bodies did
not take offense. They were thick-skinned.' To this Sir John
McFadyean replied: "One needs %o be." And Osler answered: "I
know; and you are."™

-

with us, He is giving the course of lectures on American History. The
first one yesterday was delightful." The successor of Charles Francis

Adams in this lectureship has written the following account of his vigdifs: -om a
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My real acquaintance with Osler began after he had left
America and made his home in England. He acted as a sort of
proxenos for Americans in Oxford, and Mrs. Hadley and I more
than once enjoyed the benefits of his hospitality. The house-
hold was a most delightful one. The Oslers had&positive talent
for making people feel at home. The house stood at the north
edge of Oxford, with some open ground about it and a beautiful
view of}the University cricket fields through the trees at the
back of the garden. Life at that house combine%i%hﬁt was most
charming in city and country, in England and in America,

It was our good fortune to spend two weeks in this house
in May 1914, when the English spring time was at its best; and
among all the visits I ever made this stands out pre€minent in
my recollections fot the many kinds of pleasure which it afforded.
As Osler himself well said at the time, there is no place like
Oxford for & man who has passed his most strenuous years and
wants to combine occupation with enjoyment. He had them both
in plenty. Quite apart from the professional calls on his time,
which were rather more numerous than he wished, he was extraor-
dinarily active in dealing with the administrative probhlems of
Oxford University. Even in the quiet halls of Oxford reform
had begun to make its disturbing presence felt; and for advice
Oxford instinctively turned to Osler as one who knew the habits
of the intruder and was familiar with the measures which were

necessary to keep him quiet. His work was purely advisory, but
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his advice was almost always taken. Well do I remember his in-
teresting comments on the history of the University Chest, as
the Oxford treasury was still called, and the attempts to give
it some standing of its own not dependent on the pleasure of
the several colleges. Never did Washington in the most per-
plexing days of th; Revolution more successfully use his powers
and his patience to make something out of nothing than did
Osler in his establishment of a federal university authority
amid a group of states' rights men.

And Oxford appreciated Osler. He seemed to me to have a
kind of hold upon the respect and affection of the place in its
entirety which few men have attained. You felt this wherever
you dined in his company; not 8imply in his own college of
Christ Church or among men of his.own age, but in every college
and with men of every generation. TFor npsler was a man to whom
differences of years meant little. He had a catholicity of so-
cial instinet which enabled him to say the right thing to the
youngest freshman and to the oldest don alike. TFor the moment,
he was always of the same age as the man with whom he spoke -~
not talking down to one or talking up to another, but instinct-
ively taking the other's point of view and being actually inter-
ested in the things that absorbed the other's attention,

Nor was it in university and college circles alone that
he made himself popular. He was in contect with the civic life
of the community. His spirit of personal friendliness and un-

derstanding did more to remove sources of tension or frietion
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than could have been accomplished by any measures of organized
codperation, however wise,

One of the most delightful days of my life was spent with
the 0Oslers in a visit to an almshouse at the ancient village
of Ewelme.igﬁy one of those delightful anomalies tha*t are so
characteristié of Oxford, the major part of the stipend of the
Regius Professor of Medicine is obtained, not from the endowment
of his professorship, but from the fact that the mastership of
a certain wealthy almshouse is attached thereto -- an almshouse
founded by some of Chaucer's friends on land not too far from
London to have 1ncreaa?d enogmously in value. As the amount
paid to each beneficiary of the foundation was only a few pence
each day, the residuary estate whose income went to the master
became ultimately very considerable. jPrevioua incumbents of
the office had been content to take the stipend without going
near the almshouse more than once or twice a year; Osler ad-
dressed himself seriously to the duties of the place, perhaps
one day each week; and by so doing won not only great credit
in Oxford but, what waé at once more picturesque and more de-
sirable, great affection from the 0ld men after whose welfare
he looked. Many of these duties were of a kind particularly
congenial to Osler's mind and tastes. The fourteenth century
cloister round which the dwellings grouped themselves; the
charming little church with the rooms and yards adjoining it;
and above all the old books, long neglected, with their ancient

manuscripts and bindings and royal seals;- all these afforded



Osler never ending delight, and gave his friends who visited
the place with him a wonderful background against which his
face and figure stand out as clear as that of Saint Jerome.ﬁ/ﬁ
But the place where he was at his best was in the little
upstaifs‘room of his own house, when he or Lady Osler, or both,
talked freely and charmingly with those who were privileged to
form part of their household. It was in that upper story that
he kept his Surléus medical books of bygone daye; and if he
happened to be alone with any one who appreciated them the sight
of the books opened a wondrous flow of talk. Well do I remember
a couple of hours spent one morning in that study, when each of
ugs ought to have been at work at something else, so that our
conversation enjoyed the added flavor which goes with forbidden
fruit, It began with Ulrich von Hutten; I have forgotten where
it ended. In those two hours of conversation I learned more
about mediaeval history and more about the persistence of cer-
tain queer traits in human nature than could be got from months
of study by the most approved methods of research., What he said
was like Smollett and Gibbon; Smollett's frankness without his
coarseness, and Gibbon's erudition and lucidity without his con-
ventionality. In talk of this kind I have never met the man who

was Osler's equal.
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2o Rudyard Kipling from W. O. May 9, 1914.

Dear Kipling: ~ The Roger Bacon celebration is on June 10th. There
is to be a presentatiop of a sfatue at the Museumg which will be received
by Curzon. Bridges has promised to write a brief ode which would be re-
cited at the Museum, in which he says he will deal only with philosophy
and that he might not mention Roger Bacon at all. Merton College gives
a lunch and the Committee empowers me to ask you to write and recite some-
thing for us at the luncheon, dealing particularly with the personality
and tragedy of Roger Bacon. Do please accept and come to us, and bring

Mrs. Kipling for a little visit. . .

> g

[~ To W, Q. from Rudyard Kipling. May 10, 1914.

Dear Osler, I can't tell you how shocked I am to find the practice
of medicine at Oxford (Roger's own university) so grossly behind The Age.
It was Galen who laid down that 'anger at meat' (by which he meant all
mental emotion save of the mildest) is the mother of evil: and here are
You - Regius Professor - counselling me toc recite my own verses 'at' not
befcre or aftér, but at - a bountiful meal. May I refer you to "Libellus*

R. Be A. &C, &c, de retardondis senectutis accidentibus et de sensibus con-

servéndis" (Oxford 1590). But seriously much as I should love to be of
use to you I fear I am no good in this matter. I don't know Bacon except .
from the popular legend; I have no Brewer and I can't get up to Oxford on
the 10th and I am up tc my eyes in work and arrears of work of all sorts.
Forgive me, and send me, as soon as you ean, your paper on R. B. to file
with my old doctors. Nicholas, who could write ev;n if he couldn't cure

for muts - says at the beginning of his Herbal, "I knew well enough the

whole world and everything in it was formed of a composition of contrary
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elements, and in such a harmony as must needs show the wisdom and power
of a great God." That seems to me to cover Roger Bacon's outlook and I

present it to you for a quotation. The wife joins me in kindest regar ds

to you both and I am Yours ever sincerely,

~ Rudyard Kipling.

And another exchange of letters of about this time following upon a tele=
gram of May 14th from Oxford saying: "Thank you so much but impossible to
accept nomination. I have written. OSLER."

From J, Y. W. MacAlister to W. O. l, Wimpole Street, London,
i May 20, 1914.

My dear,Mr. President-nominate: Your telegram has given me a cruel
shock, and I must earnestly beg, - I should say implore, - that you will
reconsider your decision. You were nominated yesterday by the absolute
unanimous vote of the whole Council of the Society, and, unless you prevent
it, your election follows as a matter of course. It is not for me perhaps
to say anything about the honour this is, for you have achieved such hon-
ours in your brilliant career that there is practically nothing léft that
will enhance them; but if you knew the traditions here you would understand
what a special honour the election to the Presidency of this Society in |
your case means. I1t.is for the first time in its history an entire de-
parture from tradition, which demands that the Presidents of the Society

shall be the best of those who have served it longest, How strong this

tradition is you will perhaps understand better if I tell you that some
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years ago a proposal to make Lord Lister President of the Society had
tc be withdrawn. It is in some wéys éven a greater honour thaz’the Pre-
sidency of the College of Physicians, for the Society is more broadly re-
presentative of the profession..

Bﬁt I know that all that will count for nothing with you, but what
I h0pé will count is the fact that many of the leading men of the Soéiety
have been looking to you for some time as the future President, whose in-
domitable energy, progressiveness, and large mindedness would help to
place the Society in the position that properly belongs to it, and it
would be a bitter Aisappointment if now that the opportunity has came you
hold backe The Society wants a man, who is above tradition and who will
make precedents for himself, and there is none other who can fulfil that
need as you can. In saying this I am not disparaging others, for your
_really unique position in the profession, and in the public estimation
gives you opportunities of doing things, which other men, however willing
they might be, have not got. -

I do not know if you have ever realized how much the Amalgamation
owed to yous I remember, as vividly as if it were this morning, how at
a time.when I had practicallj given up hope, you came into my room at
Hanover Square, and I told you of.my dreams, and you urged me to 'go right
! ahead, that the time was ripe, and that I was not to worry about the old
; fogies.' Your enccuragement gave me just the stimulant that I needed
at the time, - for I was physically as well as mentally ill, - and I went
'right ahead,' and even then hoped toc see you President of the re-formed

: Society, and I cannot well express the bitter disappointment, and dis-
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couragement it will be to ﬁe personally if you refuse this opportunity,
which may never come again. ¢

Do not be afraid of the work, I will guarantee to save you all that;
and you are so often in London that to preside at a monthly Douncil Meet-
ing (the times for which can be fixed to suit you) should be no tax upon
youe To parody the posters, - 'it is your inspiration we want,':

Up tc now the Presidencies have worked out in a perfectly rhythmical
order, and this is the exact psychological moment for your Presidency.
Church was the necessary Amalgamating‘President, as he had presided at
all the Amalgamation Meetings, and the Sections had to learn what amal-
gamation meant; then began the move and the new building, for which Morris
was the best man, and did yeoman service; settled in the new building the
next thing that had to be done was to break the stupid old tradition, which
prevented a specialist from occupying the chair, and Champneys as head of
his specialty, has doﬁe his duty well; and now, having amalgamated, built,
and got rid of its fetters, what the Society needs, and must have, is a
new and inspiring energy to give it a good start on the great work that

lies before it. It is your clear duty to accept, and for duty's sake you

‘mast not refusee. Yours sincerely, and very anxiously,

e

Je Y. W. MacAlister.

r, To J. Y. W, NacAlister from W. O. The Athenaeum, Pall Mall, S.W.
| [no date]

Dear MacAlister Awfully sorry I cannct accept the nomination. It
is not my job. I need not go into reasons. It is good of you tc think of

me. I see your hand in it. Sincerely yours, W® OSLER.
-~
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A good many other people who knew and had worked with Osler felt
that they would like to see his influence exerted inrother fields than
the one he had chosen. A hint at this will be found in the following
note of May 29th to his colleague of the University Endowment Fund.

Dear Lord Hyther I shall be glad to be at the meet ing. 1 am not
quité sure that any words of mine would be of value, so that I would
3 Qbeaﬂk. £
| rather not We Colonials occupy rather an anomalous position here in

' the political world. I am in favour of a preferential tariff for the

‘colonies and strongly against any coercion of Ulster. I have sent the

2;gs].i.p on to Heberden. . c

Then %00, not long after, on the death of Sir William Anson the senior
member of Parliament for the University, he was waited upon, as he says, "by
a deputation of the Caucus of both parties asking me to stand as an indepen-
dent member and that there would be no contest, but remembering M.ichae]f
Foster, and still having some sense left, I told them it was not my Jjob.
Phere would have been nothing in it for me but worry."

What Lesiie Stephen says in his "Hours in a Library" of Sir Thomas

Browne is equally true of Browne's modern prototype; Osler:
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. He would have been hopelessly out of place on the floor of the
Senate, stirring men's patriotism or sense of right; for half his sym-
pathy would always be with the opposition. He could not have moved the
tears or the devotional ecstasies of a congregation for he has too vivid
a sense that any and every dogma is hut one side of an inevitable anti-
nomye Strong convictions are needed for the ordinary controversial suc-
cessesy and his %avourite poinﬁ of view is the centre from which all con-
victions radiate and all look equally probable. But then instead of
mocking at all he sympathizes with all, and eipresses the one sentiment
which may be extracted from their collision'- the sentimeot of reverence

blended with skepticisme "It is a contradictory sentiment, one may say,

\in a sense, but the essence of homour is to be oantradictoiy." ¢
Osler was never a strong protagonist: his semse of fair play, his charityfes.
the other fellow's foibles and failings, and his sense of humour, would

have made him unsuccessful as the great leader of a cause. - It has been
pointed out by someone that great leaders of men and of causes, with per-

haps one notable exoeption - Lincoln, have been conspicuously without any
sense of humour.

There were other things enough, and more %o his fancy. 1t will be re-

membered that on his earlier visits to Cardiff he had prodded the natives on
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their financial neglect of the University and its medical School. The
seed apparently had not fallen on barren ground. Meanwhile the Report
of the Royal Commission on Upiversity Education had been carefully
studied by some prominent Welshmen and a deputation representing the Uni-
versity had waited on the Chancellor of the Exchequer with the proposal
that the Government should come %o their aid in establishing the ‘'unit

system' at Cardiff, where an anonymous donor had given a magnificent sum

i

¥

sufficient to complete the necessary buildinés. As an outcome of this,
a small committee was appointed by the Board of Education to act as ad-
vi;ors of the Treagury, and it may be noted that the 'anonymous donor'
had stated as one of the terms of his gift that 'the last and most im=
portant condition - and upon this mainly depends this offer - that the
grant made by thg Treasury shall in the opinion of Sir William Osler the
Regius Professor of Medicine at Oxford be an adequate one for a first-
rate, up-to-date medical school.' Thus it came about that Osler makes

the entry, "May 22-23. Cardiff Med. school™" in his account-book - an en-

try, be it said, which under different® dates is to appear many times dur-

.
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September 26, 1923.

My dear Lord Haldane:

I venture to trespass
upon your time,on the grounds of a brief
though very delighteful acquaintance made on
the "Lusitania"” in the summer of 1913 when
you were en route to Montreal.

At lLaay Osler's request I am under-
taking the very difficult task of preparing
Sir William's biography and in the matérial
at my command I naturally Kkeep running across
your name. I wonder if by any possibility
you have any reminiscences which you might
have time and be willing to jot down for ms.
There is, for example, one thing at the pre-
sent moment which confuses me a good deal,
namely his relation to the establishment of
the School of Medicine in comnection with
the University of Wales; and I see that your
name is given as one of the Royal Commission
appointed to inquire into its organization
and worke Curiously enough there ssems to
have been some stipulation made by an un-
kmown donor of the fund which made the school
possible, to the effect that the Regius Pro-
fessor of Medicine in Oxford 'should be the
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ing the succeeding years.'

i~ §
There were other things of like kind which took him afield. On

June gth he is found in Bath giving an address at the opening of the
Pathological Laboratory, in which he emphasized the great opportunity
the famous old place offered for the scientific study of arthritis in its
many forms. A hospital was no new thing at Bath for Beau Nash and Dre.

-ﬂn'imw &l‘(,‘ g“ (Rena LM ea pl-—‘-:no—lo;j . (”\lA:' nw“"“’)
Oliver «( he of the 'Bath Olivers') had first started one, | Hers—agsinhe

Ogarm, (P En

4(5;35533’the local pride, saying: "There are three further things needed -
a good museum where physicians can come to inspect every known type of ar-
thritis, a modern X-ray dgpartment, and, the third, a well-equipped and up-.
to-date library. I am a great believer in books as‘;oolé and shall be glad
to give £10 toward the founding of such a library." His old friend
' Jimmy' Johnson (now the Rev. James Bovell Johnson of Chedington Rectory)
came over to Bath for this occasion and recalls that there was a large and
distinguished gathering of locally prominent people: the Marquis of Bath and
others; and a public dimner at a famous restaurant. But they slipped away,

meanwhile, and went through the libraries and the old bookshops where osler

tracked down some volumes dealing with the medical worthies of Bathe.
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Lowns

On June 9th and 10th the¥e was a curious conflict of engagements be-

%

tween the two old universities, one of which had on its rolls the name of Pt

_RogeéT Bacon and the other his bﬁa‘ prototype in the interrogation of na~

c

ture, F—i-age?:s. After all the trouble and interegt.he had taken) as a mem-
ber of the executive committee, in helping to prepare for the Oxford cele-
bration when,among other ceremonies a monument to the 'Doctor Mirabilis'

of his contemporaries was unveiled in the Museum, Osler himself was absent

in Cambridge.* And so was Sir Jomn Sé.ndys ,another member of the Roger

/ e Qv nlr."xm“_.'.-,a_ :
Littie—besidus Ahis monument and the volume of essays edited

by A. G. Littl'éuf"emaind.:mrfo:ﬂhe elaborate programme to com-
memorate the 700th anniversary of Friar Bacon's birth. Although a
start was made to republish his works (Cf. the "Gommanium Natural-
jum" by Robert Steele), the war checked the fulfilment of the pro-
Jject.

by

Bacon Committee, for, being Public Orator at Cambridge, he must be there

for the conferring of degrees. Then, to0, the Romanes Lecture was made a
o).

feature of the Oxford ceremonies and this took Si¥ J. J. Thomson away from

the Cambridge celebration.

The opening of the new physiological laboratories in Cambridge on the

9th was the culmination for the Cambridge School of Physiology of the small
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beginnings made when in 1870 Michael Foster was transferred from University

: Salie
College shortly before Osler was there at work with his successor, Burdon
a (@rerw
Sandersone. It was meo;%n not be missed, despite the conflicting Ox-
ford meeting; and, what is unusual for such occasions, when Prince &rthur
of Connaught who officially opened the building, admitted the guests, the
new laboratory rooms were found equipped and in full operation; and demon=

strations were made by the workers there - by Professor Langley, by Miss

Dale, G. R. Mines, R. A. Petgrs, A. V. Hill, W. H. R. Rivers, Joseph Bar-
croft and his collaborator C. G. Douglas of Oxford; by Walter Fletcher,
W. B. Handy, Keith Lucas and others = many of whom were soon to be swept
into far more serious fields than those of academic research.*

r *One of them writes: "How little we thought that day of what

| was coming! We thought the big new building would became a busy

i hive at once. All of us had plans for work in that Long Vacation,

i and several good Germans and Austrians were coming to work; but
from August and for five years more it stood almost empty, with

| poor Langley working away in a couple of rooms. Keith Lucas killed

| flying, and poor Mines were never to return. Peters was winning his

| Military Cross and Bar in France; Douglas was in charge of Gas Ser-

| vices in France; Barcroft had the Chemical Warfare Campt at Porton;
Hardy running the Royal Society War Committees in London; Fletcher
in charge of the Medical Research Council; A. V. Hill running a team

. of mathematicians improving ballistics for the Navy and anti-air-

| ecraft guns." »

———
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Then in the Senate House, cheerful with its scarlet gowns, the following
degrees were conferred - an LL.D. for Prince Arthur of Connaught, Lord Esher,
Lord Moulton, and Colonel S. M. Benson, Master of the Drapers' Company which

™ Se.D.

had provided funds for the new building; and & BsSe. upon Osler, David Fer-

rier, E. A. Schafer and E. H. Starling, four men who 'had contributed to the

advancement of physiological science.' ®herzfoiiowed = large—dimmer-with-
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It would be difficult to say whether the Cambridge dedication or
the Bacon centenary celebration at Oxford had drawn together the more
eminent or interesting group of people. Among the Oxford celebrants
was the Rt. Rév. Abbot Gasquet, President of the English Benedictines
Fn o
who is singled out for a special reason. -eﬁ/fgg evening of June 30th
from the #thenasum Club Osler writes: "Just in fram a dinner by the Bib-
liographical Society to the new Cardinal - Gasquet - all the literary
book men in London - such a charming company."
The Abbot Gasquet had been the member of the Bibliographical Society
vnsleat of Bten_ (ks Famn Bogons
who in the natural course of eventslwould have been made President $n—191t&
fpmtead—ef-Gster, to succeed Richard Garnett, but owing to his work in
Rome as the head of the Commission on the Vulgate he had declined. He
.l wl” 5 L :
ha‘(?EZeived his cardinal's hat and Osler with A. W. Pollard and other,
friends, mainly of the Bibliographical Society, and of the Colophon Club
in particular, gave him the complimentary 'Book Lovers'' dinner to which

the note referred. As Mr. Pollard has said* of this, the second year of

*preface t0 the "Incunabula Medica, 1467-1480" by Sir William
Osler. Bibliographical Society publication, 1923.



39
June
1914
Osler's presidency of the Society, it was unwantedly gay not only because
of this dinner but by 'bursting into a summer meeting at Cambridge.'’
"Under 3ir William's presidentship," he adds, "both festivities were

delightfully successful."

"§We are having the usual the—wsuzl busy spring season," he writes

H. B. Jacobs on the 23rd(- #just at present in the midst of examinationss.

“This evening we have all the Fages coming as tomorrow he gets his hon-

¥
orary degree at the annual celebration." And he adds: "We are in a nice

*At this Encaenia the young Duke of Saxe-Coburg, W. H. Page
the American Ambassador, Lord Bryce, & German jurist Dr. Ludwig
Mitteiss, and Richard Strauss the musician were all given degrees.

mess here with the Irishmen. I wish they would tow the island into mid-
Atlantic, and let the Orange and Green fight it out between them." The
spectre of civil war which so long had hung over the country was growing
daily more real, for there was 'no compromise and no surrender' in Ulster.
But not even to this, nor to the railway strike, was so much space given

as to the victorious polo team; the crews at Henley; the American Cup
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trials; the open golf, championships; cricket at Lord's; tennis at
Wimbledon; a negro prize~fighter who had won another championship;
and the incident of Lord Brassey's 'arrest' at the Kiel Regatta. Even
the fact that on June 28th a fanatic Serbian student threw a bomb,
ey

which had a more far-reaching effect than the killing of the Archduke
Ferdinand and his wife, was soon overshadowed by the death of Joseph
Chamberlain, by the affaire Caillaux, and other happenings at home and
abroade

Early in July, Osler attended as usual the annual meeting of the.

on yutn 87

Tuberculosis Association at Leeds, where)he made an address on—JuryF—84h,
intended to shock his hearers into action; and is reported to have con-

cluded, after saying that since there was only room for a third of the

present cases in Sanatoria, much must be done in the homes:

. In ne way can &ou so mark the lintels of your doors that the Angel

of the White Scourge will pass with certainty. Despair would £i11 the
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heart if it were not for the splendid efforts of officers of public
health, who in fifty years have cut in half the mortality from tuberculo-
sis. But, after all, this is a wonderful campaign in which we are en-
gaged. We have tracked the enemy, and know his every stronghold, and
we know his three allies - poverty, bad housing, and drink. But though
the ravages have been reduced it remains the most powerful amongst man's
innunmerable enemiss. Before us is a long, slow, hundred years war, or
even longer, in which, however, coSrdinat;on, éoﬁperation, and enterprise

will win out just as surely as it has done against typhus and typhoid.
ey

They took advantage of this meeting for a week's outing, of which he
writes in the following letter to Mrs. Brewster on July 10 from the Lamb

Hotel, Ely:

a Dear Mabel. .+ .« The summer is getting on, & I shall soon be facing

weste. I‘have my passage by the Aquitania, Sept. 7th.’ Grace & Revers
sail to Quebec on the 30th of this month. I am kept by the Library Asso-
ciation which meets in Oxford the first five days of September. . .

I go on to Boston as soon as possible as Grace & R. sail about Sept. 20%h.
He has to be back by October 1lst to get ready for his first term. What
would you have thought had I gone into the puddled pool of politics? 3ir
Wm Anson, the senior member for the University died about'a month ago,
and delegates from both liberal & comservative caucuses asked me to stand

unopposed as an independent University man. It was awfully good & kind
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of them, but I was not even tempted. No new job at my time of life,
thank you! As it is I have more now than I bargained for, and a good
| deal of work that I should like to do has to be neglected.
; We aré’off for a week's motoring in Norfolk; & tomorrow pick up
;'Revere at Qu;@éggam,_where he is still with h;s tutqr, and on té Norwich,
Cromer & round the coast to Peterboro & back to Cambridge, where I stay
for a few days at Magdalen College to work over Pepys Library & to pre-
side at the firét,peripatetic meeting of the Bibliographical Society. VI

w‘om
wish you could have been[ﬁ? todaye. The country is superb. This Cathe=-

dral is wonderful.o'-A—k&es—%er~85%#%aw&rP%y%Lismmm;ovewtnmg,%B,M&$gng;ew”m

— g

One of the members of the Bibliographical Society says that the
. Tl

mental photograph he most ‘constantly recalls is the—pieture of Osler
welcoming the London contingent at the gate of lMagdalene College where
they were given lunch on this unwonted excursion. No doubt it was this
group of book-loving friemnds - if any of his groups of friends can be
singled out - in whom he took chief delight, and though during this July
at the instigation of Ingram Bywater he was made a member of the Rox-

w
burghe Club and attended their meetings occasionally during the war, it

fﬂj‘maﬂao Wecna Gt OL‘L”.,’;‘%-?;W‘“%
W Ua Bookcele %-@M(Mﬁ Cls
."Wo ":""‘Li'"‘ U cninsy comed T % becill

Comtndfe s i i 205 it
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by no means supplanted the Bibliographical Society of which he was re-

elected President each year until the end.

It would appear that the idea of the Bibliotheca Oslerizna must have

taken form while browsing in the Pepys Library during this Cambridge visit.
Mr. Charles Sayle of the Cambridge University Library whom he first met at
this time, became interested in the project and they had many a subsequent
exchange of visits in Oxford and Cambridge, during the course of which the
plan of a 'Bibliotheca Prima','Bibliotheca Secunda', and so on, ¢ame to be
crystalized. And innumerable letters on the subject during the coming

months passed between the two.

N

At about this time he writes to H. 3. Birkett at McGill:

e I am delighted to hear that you have been appointed Dean, as you have
got plenty of glue in your composition, a much needed element in a large
of books
Faculty groupe. . . As I daresay you know, I hope my collection/will
go to the College. It will be particularly rich in historical works and
the original editions of the old masters of the first ranke. 0f course,
many of these rarer things I could not myself have afforded to buy, but my
brother E. B. has given me in the past two years about £1,000 for the pur-

| pose of purchasing incunabula and the more expensive editions. Let me know
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who has been appointed acting librarian, as I should like to keep in

porteait painted by Guthrie in Edinburgh? Is there any example of his

"at present.

—

Duriné the‘next five years the cataloguing of his library on these
new lines came to be Osler's most engrossing interest, and in the trials
and tribulations of those years it was his refuge and salvation. It was
2 novel projeet - this attempt tc make a sort of bio-bibliographical in-
dex catalogue of his books - at which professional bibliographers shrugged

their shoulders, and as the work progressed its difficulties and com-

touch with him, or her. . . I wonder if we could not have Shepherd's

work in Montreal? I think he is the best portrait painter on this side
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plexities which they had foreseen, merely added to the fascination of the
task which was leading Osler on by the nose. He intended that the catalogue
should be something more than a mere impersonal list of books and should

have some of the features his great forerunner Conrad Gesner, the father of

bibliography, had put into his Bibliotheca Universalis. He possihly was

influenced, too, by Haller's Bibliotheca Medicinae Practicae, but far more

by the Bibliotheca Chemica of John Ferguson the Professor of Chemistry at

Glasgow, which had been published a few years before;* On the death of

*np Catalogue of the Alchemical, Chemical and Pharmaceutical
Books in the Collection of the late James Young of Kelly and Durris,
£SQes LLeDey FoeReSe Glasgow, .Jas. Maclehose & Sons, 1906.

Professor Ferguson two years later, Osler paid him a tribute at a meeting of
the Bibliographicaleociety (November 1916), saying in the course of his re-

marks some things which were unconsciously autobiographical:

- Though an absorbing and profitable study, the end-results of Biblio-
graphy are tco often big tomes of intolerable dulness. There are at any
rate two works on the subject full of the marrow and fatness of books: one
is James Atkinson's "Two-letter Bibliography", the other is John Ferguspn's

"Bibliotheca Chemica", a catalogue of the library of the late Dr. James
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% Young, now in the Glasgow Technical College. While not large, the col-
lection is extraordinarily rich in works on alchemy and sixteenth- and
seventeenth-century books on chemistry, and just the sort of library for
a man of Professor Ferguson's training tc catalogue. It is the most use-
ful special bibliography in my library. and scarcely a day passes that I
do not refer to its pages. The merit that appeals to one is a combina-
tion of biography with bibliographgfmeside the book is a picture of the
man sketched by a sympathetic hénd. Would that in other subjects, studetts
as accurate and as learned could be induced to follow this example! There
is an interesting paragraph in the preface which illustrates the spirit
in which Professor Ferguson undertook this work. "The history of chemistyy,
as indeed of all sciences, is but a succession of eﬁitaphs upon forgotten
men and forgotten discoveries. What then, do these men not owe tc him who
gathers up their works, and in so doing, recalls their achievements, and.
| thus labours to 1lift that icy pall of oblivion which descends on everything
| huﬁan, just because it is human, imperfect, temporary, and kas tc be for-
gotten to make way for something else? It was to mitigate that fate as
far as human effort can, when it has to strive with the eternal laﬁ and
necessity of change, that this gathering of the writings of bygone thinkers
: Dl :
and workers was made. That they were struggling with_e?;;i cbscured vi-
| sion towards the light of reality shouldneglect of them é.nd con-
E tempt for their shortcomings and failure, but should arouse the fellow feel-
; ing and interest of those who at the present moment are engaged in the same
7 struggle, and whose turn for neglect and contempt is coming. Dr. Young

| realized this, and the library is his effort to wwaken and foster such sym-

' pathy and remembrance."
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Upon the author of a really good bibliography the iniquity of ob-
livion vainly scatters her poppy - tc use an expression of Sir Thomas
Browne - and the "Bibliotheca Chemica™ will prevail as potently for John

Ferguson as has the "Bibliotheca Britannica" for his great townsman,

Robert Watt.
i

The record of a happening of July l6th beﬁrays one of Osler;s charac-
teristic acts, for on the evening of that day a dinner attended by the
old house physicians and surgeons of the Radcliffe Infirmary was given
at Christ Church for Mr. H. P. Symonds, who had served there since 1878,
A protrait sketch of the guest of honour, which now hangs in the Infirmary,
was presented by Osler, who called attention to the fact that lMr. Horatio
Symonds was the seventh surgeon in direct succession from Richgrd Symonds
of Atherstone, Warwick, whose family therefore for three generations had
served the public in that part of England; and he also read a gracious let-
.ter from Mr. John Sargent who had made the protrait.

The following day, in furtherance of the plan to arouse interest in

the repair of Avicenna's tomb, Osler and his colleague Professor Margo-
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liouth attended a meeting in London of the Persian Society, when both of
them spoke - a futile interest it would seem just at this time when one
considers that on the same day was a test mobilization of the three Bri=-
tish Fleets at Spithead: Winston Churchill at least was not going to be
caught napping, but‘the possibility of a Eurcpean war, however disturbing
were the rumoFrs of Austro-Serbian relations, Seemed far less probable
than war in Ulster.

"] am shockingly full of engagements," he wrote his friend Shepherd
at this time. "I cannot get away on account of some locgl meetings. Grace
and the boy leave by the Calgarid, on July 30th. I sail Saptembeﬂ?th to New
York & shall be a week in Baltimore at the time of the celebration. I
wish you could see our roses which Grace gathers by the bushel." He had
made a promise, also, to MeCrae toxgive an introductory lecture to his stu-
dents at Jefferson on_the opening of the school year, when he evidently in-

tended to 'sound a note of warning to the average school' in regard tc the

%

full-time programme; for he writes to Dock that “the danger will be of get-

r *He mahaged to get off a letter to MaCrae which was read to
lthe students and from which some guotations have already been taken,
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for it was reminiscent of his days in Toronto browsing in

Bovell's library when he had first come tc know some of the early
Philadelphia worthies connected with Jefferscn. In all probabi-
1lity his address which he had prepared was used in part for the
article sent some months later to Henry W. Cattell of Philadelphia,
the Editor of International Clinics, for its twenty-fifth anniver-
say number, entitled, "The Coming of Age of Internal Medicine in
America,"in which he says:

The burning question to be settled by this generation relates
to the whole-time clinical teacher. It has been forced on the pro-
fession by men who lmow nothing of clinical medicine, and there has
been a 'mess of pottage' side to the business in the shape of big
Rockefeller cheques at which my gorge rises. To have a group of
cloistered clinicians away completely from the broad current of pro-
fessional life would be bad for teacher and worse for student.

The primary work of a professor of medicine in a medical school is
in the wards, teaching his pupils how to deal with patients and
their disease. His business is to turn out men who kmow how to
handle the sicke His business, too, is to bring into play all the
resources of the laboratories in the investigation of disease, for
which purpcse he must have about him active young men who will stay
for years at the clinic, largely for the sake of the experience.
His business, further, is to get into close touch with the profess=-
ion and the public, and with both to play the missionary; and this
he can only do if engaged part of his time in consulting practice.
There always have been choice of whole-time clinicians. S0 de-~
voted was Desault to his work that he slept at the hospital. More
often they have men of the Samusl Gee %ype, splendid in wards or
laboratories, but ill-fitted by temperament to control large class-
es, or for the hurly-burly of the professional life. By all means
let us have them in the special hospitals attached to institutes

of research, as in the Rockefeller; but spare the medical schools
an experiment, which may be successful now and then, but which -
from my point of view - cannot but lower in type and tone the work
of the clinical professoriate.
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ting‘half—baked’clinicians who do not know chickenpox from measles.
Ewald tells me that there is a good deal of growling in Germany about

the ignorance of the ordinary clinical details on the part of the young-

er men. " ong the Iwgil meetings to which he referred was one at Read-
\ /
ing, of the Oxiord and Reah%ng branch of the B. M. A., at which he acted

\\ 7

e , |
clinical laboratory' in which the\B{iziiﬁ/hospitals were so far\ behind,

‘but that 'hospital comittees must be taught that these things arg costly

but woyth paying for.'
The week of July 26th saw two large medical gatherings in England.

A horde of American surgeons had invited themselves to London, and at the

same time the annual meeting of the Bv—ﬁr—A.(has held at Aberdeen. Both

of these meetings were as well attended as if nothing unusual was in the

air: and at both of them were a number of foreign guests, including
drorwy o s, % Lt
some eminent Austrians. Osler Himself was at Aberdeen,lthe guest of <

e Mcoits IRZ G
MeIntosh during-the—week
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(Chapter XXXIV, p. 48, 1914)

September 24, 1923.
Professor Ashley W. Mackintosh,
Aberdeen University, ;
Aberdeen, Scotland.

My dear Professor Mackintosh:

At Lady Osler's request I am preparing a bio-
graphy of Sir Wwilliam, and have come across a note of Osler's to the effect
that he 'was at Aberdeen for the B.M.A. [1914] and stayed with Dr. Mackintosh,'
I presume, of course, it was yourself.

Can you possibly tell me anything about his visit, and of his be-
haviour and his speech; and the beginning of the war? I believe there were
some foreigners theres. Osler curiously enough went off to Colonsay with the
Strathconas and got caught there for nearly a week befocre he could get away,
because of the mobilization. It seems like a very naive thing for him to
have done, and I wonder if he realized what was going on.

For my convenience, as well as your own, perhaps you will answer be=~
low, on this same sheet.

Very sincerely yours,

9
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to -the toast of *the President®, Sir Alexander-Ogston.

O lers e el < ;
In his—snete-book, opposite the dates"Sunday August 2nd - Saturday 8th"

: 3 Ef'mao-, Girg 4 7]

Qsler has jotted down, "Colonsay with the Strathcomas. On Monday heard

of the declaration of war with Germany. GCould not get away from the is-

land till Thursday. Grace & Revere sailed on the 3lst. I was to follow
on the Aquitania Sept. S5th."

Things had moved rapidly during these two weeks, and it became evi-

dent that the peace of Europe depended upon whether Germany saw that her

opportunity had come. On the 29th Austria had declared war against Ser-

bia; Grey's proposal for a peace conference had been refused by Germany,

and the possibility of a spread of the conflict hung by a thread. On July

31st came the Rusiian mobilization with Germany's declaration of war the
!

next day, and on August 3rd her troops entered Belgium. And then the ava-

\

lanche. But Osler by this time had reached the Strathconas remote island,
and something of his feelings are expressed in a letter of August 6&h from

Colonsay House to Mrs. Brewster:
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Here is a nice mess! Goodness knows when you will get this, but
you will have had a cablee. I cannot leave as I have to help in organ-
izing the medical dept. of the Perritorial force. Grace & Revere salled
on the 3lst. She will be furious to have the ocean between us, and she
has been on the committee of the nursing dept. If a steamer is available
they will return at once. I am so sorry for the poor souls stranded on
the continent. I have a niece & her daughter at Aix. I hope tgey have
: ‘ : Malions

got to Switzerland. It all seems very unnecessary, but the natiwes are
still in the nursery stage, squabbling & fighting like children. I do
hope you will see Revere if they sail from New York, Grace is sure to tele-
phone you, but it is very uncertain, and they may decide to stay until it
is perfectly safe to cross. I am stranded in this far away island about
forty miles f;om the coast, with the Strathconas. We have been trying to
get away, but the trains from Oban south have been too crowded. We leave

tonight I am so disappointed not to see you all. But it is a small

matter in comparison with the tragedies that are inevitable in the families

of friends. e.eiueb—leve—to-youail.
o ‘
It all seems very unsuspecting of Osler. Indeed, on Friday, July 30th,
while the B. ll. A. was in session in Aberdeen, a War Emergency Committee

had been formed at the London offices of the Association, 'to organize the

profession in England, Wales and Ireland in such a way as to enable the Gov-
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ernment to use every available practitioner to serve thé country in such
a manner as to turn his qualifications to the best possible use.’ On
the memoradnum which must have been sent to Oxford the same day, Osler's
name headed the 1ist of the committee~men appointed by the representa-
tives.

On August 3rd Germany violated her neutrality pact with the inva-
sioufof Belgium and Luxembourge On the 4th came England's ‘declaration
of war, and by the time Osler got back %o Oxford the vanguard of the
'Contemptibles,’' the—£irst—3005680, were on French soile.

There was much for Osler to do on his return, and on the 10th he
writes to He M. Hurd in Baltimore: "It will be impossible for me.to leave
in these troublous times and to my great sorrow 1 shall_have to give up
my pr0posed visit. Lady Osler & Revere sailed 10 days ago Jjust before
war was declared. We shall be here in the centre of the hospital work,
as the plan is to utilize the Univergity and college buildings. Already

within the week the big Examinations Schcols has been converted into a
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hospital -)nearly 300 beds are ready and we could take patients in a few
dayse. I am trying to get in touch with Welch who I fear is stranded some-
where on the Continent. Miss Nutting too is there." The number of beds
apparently grew rapidly, for on the saue day he writes D. 'Arcy Power: "1
wish you could see the Schools!- never put to such good use. About 350
beds in already? Also on the 10th, to Winford H. Smith: "Fortunatély the
country has been expecting this & the organization has been remarkably
prompt. We have converted the Examination Schools into a hospital for
400 beds." And four days later to’W. Se Thayer:‘iigfgie short space of
ten days we've turned the Schocls into a Dbig hospital ready for 480 pa-
\\zients. (;ghe country is extraordinarily calm and it looks as if we should

ok Yoo beune g 2 -
be able to hold the seas." Mm bea Kotz befer Mricnnang g "',

Meanwhile, in order to pick up the rest of his family, a letter of

August 16th on the R. M. S. "Calgarian" is being written from Lady Osler

which says:

e
When I found out that W. O. was not intending to come with us but was

waiting in Oxford for the meeting of a Librarians' Asso. I was annoyed and

said I would not go without him but he insisted that he wanted Reveré to
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see his uncles & Campbell so we started on the 3lst. Sir William was
in Aberdeen at the B. M. Asso & if my brother-in-law E.B.0O. of Toronto
who was in London standing by the Dominion Bank had only told me of the
condition we might have been saved this muddle & worry. We landed at
Rimouski and went to Cacouna where we found the excitement ingtense as

nearly all the Montreal business men have houses there and were telegraph-

ing their wives., . bes

zhe—papexs_&_iull—é£—4a%eree%4&ﬁ—every—wer&; I could get no word from
Oxford until Sunday when a cable came saying,"Gome when safe¥ We left

at once for Murray Bay to see Campbell - & I telegraphed my people. Mr.
Allan of this Line was at Cacoﬁna & said he should sail this ship on which

we came over, on Thursday. We went on to Quebec and the Reveres and Susan

Chapin met us there. Campbell came from Cap & l'Aigle and Nona Gwyn to00 -
80 we saw some peOple, hysterical though it was. We are n&w halgrgver,

| and thus far quite safe, The sh;p is painted black & every port & window
covered with blankets at night. The whole situation is too horrible, of

o/
course one cannot take it in/&et. I expect soon to be very busy as 1 am

- | on the Hospital Board in Oxford. . - '
i .

And on her return she found a man 'quite different from what I have ever

seen him.' Osler had a premonition from the first that the war somehow

was to bring to him a great sorrow, as well as 'the inevitable tragedies in

the families of friends.'! But this never appeared on the surfacé, and re-
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course must be had to the letters of others, to disclose something of his

movements and reactions at the outset of what to him was an abhorrent and
unnecessary strife. But though nolpacifist)he loved peace, and went calm-
ly about his business making a practice of leading conversation at his house
and table away from the gossip of war. There follows a contrast of two

letters both written from 13 Norham Gardens on 4August 22nd, the day the Ger-
)

mans had occupied Ghent. The first, to Dr. J.W. Wigmore of Bath in pursuit

of the two Dr. Olivers of Bath, one of whom has come down to posterity on a

biscuit.

Dear Wigmore Why were the biscuits called Bath Olivers? Did Olive
ever give a description of them; and, if so, where? Sincerély yours,

W® OSLER. Has his original formula ever been published?

The second on the same date from Lady Osler to her sister in Boston.

" We reached Liverpool just too late to catch the 9.30 Oxford train.

There was no special, so we had to wait until 11.30. after getting off
the luggage helped by our ever useful Great Western man we went to see
the Cathedral - this calm proceeding being more to Revere's liking than
seeing soldiers. There were plenty everywhere - on the Dock and in front

of all Public Buildings. The trip to Oxford was unevéntful - we took on

two carriages of recruits at Birmingham and left weeping wives and mothers
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11n the station. At Oxford we found W. O. looking very fit and well and
Eevideﬁtly thankful to sece us, never once saying "Why did you come back" -
§and listening patiently to the tales of our experiences & apparently satis-
;fied that Revere had seen one Aunt, two Uncles, two Godfathers, four babies,
‘two Godsons and many friends. Oxford looked the same and it was hard to

anclens l&% :
betrieve why we had rushed backe Tea was on the terrace - the garden a mass

of gorgeous blooms ~ a fresh crop of roses and wonderful snapdragons.
First 1 talked & teld our experiences & them W. O. told his. He left
;Aberdeen the day we sailed and went to Colonsay that evening in she yacht -

Monday Harry Howard arrived & brought the news. They triégﬂto get away that

fnigntc§§§:§§:££§§$55t couldn't. All wires were cut off - and trains used
?only to mo#e Scotch soldiers and no reservations could be made. They
gnever got to London until Friday morning I think. Donald Howard has gone
Eto Belgium with his regiment - Harry waiting for his commission. I think
[ﬁv‘» brethin Sc'n.]

fWillie went directly to London where he‘foundAEdmund - worried to death
about Isabel Meredith and the Banke W.0. evidently spent the folloping

' week mostly in London where there is a Canadian Committge to arrange for
the applications coming from Canada - and he undertook to do what he could
about the medical and'nursing applications. Then here a most wonderful
work has been done. The Examinations Schools have been turmed into a tho-
roughly equipped hospital - operating room, p.m. room, chapel and every de-
tail complete - the courtyard with pavillions built to contain bedse -I-
thinle—thore-are 350-beds. -The large picturs of the Kaiser put in the cellar.
Opposite, the Masonic Hall has 50 beds - part of the same organization -

Magdalen School turned into a hospital - and 80 beds in the Infirmary grounds

- 1000 Territorials in Christ Church. Baliol and Keble have been moving on
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1into camps - everyone has come home -(all Heads of Colleges but Brasenoss,
who is 10st in Germany. All helping - all working like slaves. The
plan is for our hospital to receive patients who are in Netlsy the big
Army Hospital near Southampton - I mean patients there now from the regular
army. They want that free at once, to put in the wounded coming across the
Channel - then gradually others will come %0 us. These Military Hospitals
have been established all over the country - 3000 beds in Cambridge, etc.
Willie says that the quiet calm way in which it has been done could never
be believed without seeing it.

Red Cross workers everywhere. Prof. Thomson turned his big laboratory
into a work-room and Mrs. Melville Lea and Mrs. Arthur Thomson started a
work-room at once. I could not begiﬁ to tell you what they have done. i
spent nearly all day there yesterday, and as Mrs. Lea has given out I have
been made the Chairman. It is in the Museum. They have furnished the
hospital with night-shirts and day shirts enough to start with - and I could
'not tell you the other things for the soldiers who have started. Friday
;morning I reported at the hospital and shall hope to have regular work
there, but fancy this work-room will take much time for the present. Ev-
erybody looks very serious and earnest, - W.0. quite different to what I
have ever seen him. The newspapers are so different %o the American and
Canadian papers - no pictures, except in the small cheap ones. 9%25 enor-
mous nwober of troups has been moved across the Channel - no one really
Kknows how many ,-——ebout—1503000. Of course we know so many men - I hardly
| dare think of the youang ones - Revere meditates and is very quiet. He will

join the Training Corps in College at once. I was obliged to go to London



57

August

1914
this morning and it is strange to see the red cross on Devonshire House.

You would never believe the stories and experiences of people getting

home. . « This town is full of Americans waiting - and London too-
| 2000 left yesterday on the Olympic. Our nice secretary has enlisted but
é not gone yet - Benning and William [the butler and the chauffeut] are here.
% We are only using the motor for necessity and to help tireé people. I am
| cutting down all expenses sO as to have money t0 use for other things -

napkin rings and bare table - no sweets - and two courses for dinner. The

% first week prices went up in the skies but are better now.

Monday night = I have been all day at the work-room -—sent off 200
€shizts and started much work.e We are beginning things for women and chil-
' dren at odd moments. Nearly all the large houses in London are used for
different good works and hundreds of country houses are turned into hospi-
tals already - all this Red Cross training has been splendid. It is almost
impossible to expﬂfbn the feeling. The world is so occupied with the
cruelty to Belgium that one's own trohbles and fears seem forgotten: even
Mrs. Max-Miller- calling the Kaiser a "mad vioious brite." I was glad to
find the dear lady alive - I feared this would kill her. ' Her son arrived
‘Saturday from Budapest coming through with the~é@§§§§§2§£€§§f§§§§§é' The
Bucklers weré?g chalet in the Savoy Mountains and were really without a
penny - Mr. B. managed to get through and has gone back on a bicycle with
gold. I could write on and on telling what I have heard but you would be
exhausted. Roday thé news is bad - bﬁt one cannot really trust anythning.
1 am sending a copy of the "White paper" - the report of the Diplomatic

transactions, and you can see h&ﬁ Sir Edward Grey fought against it. We
went to Ewelme for church yesterday - thirty men have gone from the village

.and hardly any left in the choir. . .
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Even from Ewleme! AJust as they went from Ewelme with the husband of
Alice of Suffolk to Agincourt. No wonder the descendants of those men saw
vis;ons of the 'Bowmen' on their retreat from lMons.

S50 these daily letters continued,, full of details of work; of rescuing
friends on the Continent; of the sewing—room in the Town Hall - 'not an idle

person about;' of the bad news from the Somme, and on the 27th:

e
. . We have no patients yet. Willie is ordering a Colonel's uniform as he

can't go into the wards without it - and is Honorary Colonelof the Oxford-
shire Regiment. He is Consulting Physician to a hospital in Devon, paid for
by Mr. Singer and being arranged by Lady Randolph Churchill and other Ameri-
cans;-also a Canadian hospital supported by Canadian Masens near Netley -
and 100 Canadian nurses coming. Revere has gone up the river with Jack

| Slessor for a few days - there was nothing for him to do here and he looked

pale and worried. . .

.

loopo od .

Meanwhile the‘%irsé}hnndzsd:thnusan&.of %1tchener% moﬁ was being recruited
and trained,for England was plastered with Kitcheners posters -"Father whét did
you do in the Great War?" etc. But there was no Mr. Britling about Osler. He
kmew from the first, without waylaying authorities, what his job would be, and
quietly went about it without fret or fuss.* He with others appreciated the men-

(/ *When the 'Territorials' were first organized by Lord Haldane and
| it was decided where the chief hospital-bases were to be, Osler was
' made an Honorary Colone :bu% he was never ‘called up even during the war.
He only wore his uniform when on official hospital visits- indeed ¥t Qe cracna
wes a Lt. Colonel's uniforms He held a unique position and could go to
the War Office or Headquarters much more comfortably in mufti - an ac-
tion which would have brought rebuke on almost anyone else. 'Swank'
and 'swagger-stick' mig be for others, -

{:S.'M:,G;(u, asnd Wenn lomic (R Dok foFune i rSGmice hroned,
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ace from congregating large bodies of men, but such a thing as compulsory wac-
cination for the troops the Government was unwilling to advocate and an appeal
Tame

to the men themselves was the only recdurse.andiko thistﬁgjpromptly set himself.

S0 on this same evening of the 27th while his wife is writing that ‘'the army
order of 400 night-shirts is finished,' he prepares this letter for The Times;

/// Sir: - In war the microbe kills more than the bullet. Malaria,

cholera, typhus, typhoid, and dysentery have been the scourges of armies,

| From the first three our soldiers are not likely to suffer; but it will be

%very difficult to prevent outbreaks of dysentery and of typhoid fever, of
jwhich in the South African war more men died than were killed in action.
gAgainst this we now possess an effective vaccine, aﬁd I write to urge that
>antityphoid vaccination should be made compulsory in the ammy. The very
simple procedure is followed by a slight and not often incapacitating in-
:disposition and there are no harmful effects.

The work of.the French army doctors and of British army surgeons, par-
| ticularly in India, has shown conclusively the remarkable reduction in the
incidence of typhoid when vaccination is thoroughly carried out. fhe ex-
perience of the American army is of special value, asthe disease 1s so much
more prevalent in the United States, The number of cases in the home army
has fallen from 3.53 per thousand men tc 0,03 in six years, and the death-
rate from 0.28 in 1909 to zero in 1913. In the army at home and abroad -
a strength of 90646 -~ there were in 1913 only three cases of typhoid

fever, and no deaths. The greatest improvement has been during the



60
1914

| three years in which the vaccination has been compulsory. What this sig-

nifies in the United States is best appreciated by the fact that the civil-
ian death-rate for the year 1912 from typhoid fever was 16.5 per hundred
thousand of the population; and in many instances the garrisons are in re-

gions in which the disease is very prevalent. Fortunately, in this coun-

. try typhoid fever is not common, but in camps it is difficult to avoid con-

tamination from 'carriers' - men who harbour the germ while well themselves.

| Abroad, the men are sure to be exposed, and I would urge most earnestly

1

|
|
|

that vaccination be made compulsory. Sir William Leishman in the Lancet.

last week has pleaded for the adoption of the practice. The Vaccine De-

| partment of the Army Medical College, Lister Institute, and many of the

pathological laboratories throughout the country have a plentiful supply.
Pending the issue of a compulsory order, it is the duty of the medical of-
) ficers of the Perritorial Force to urge as many men as possible to be vac-

cinated. . .

there was great opposition on the part of that still-powerfuLéroup, the

antivivisectionists and the antivaccinationists)to any compulsory legislation
of this nature. Hence it was necessary to appeal directly to the newly en-

listed men, and one of Osler's many heart-to-heart talks given to the officers

mer in the camps at Churn in the Cotswold Hills, has been preserved:

f— *This brief address, an appeal to the men's patriotism, he en-
| titled "Bacilli and Bullets," and # as one of the penny war pam-

‘ﬁphlets issued by the Oxford Press in 19l§fiwas widely circulated.
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;7' What I wish to urge [he said] is a true knowledge of your foes, not
?simply of the bullets, but of the much more important enemy, the bacilli.
' In the wars of the world they have been as Saul and David - the one slay-
ing thousands, the other tens of thousands. I can never see & group of
reéruits marching to the dépOt without mentally asking what percentage of
fthase fine fellows will die legitimate and honourable deaths from wounds,
Ewhat percentage will perish miserably from neglect of ordinary sanitary
!
éprecautions? It is bitter enough to lose thousands of the best of our

%young men in a hideous war, but it adds terribly to the tragedy to think

§that more than one-half of the losses may be due to preventable disease.
.

And he went on to tell in simple terms of the sad experience of the South

African war; of the Spanish-American war; of what vaccination meant; of

Almroth Wright's discovery and how it had been successfully introduced into

all other countries but their own, and in some was compulsory; and he ended

by saying:

4
v

It is not a serious procedure; you may feel badly for twenty-four hours,
and the site of the inoculation will be tender, but I hope I have said
enough to convince you that, in the fnterests of the cause, you should
gladly put up with this temporary inconvenience. If the lessons of past
experience count, any expeditionary force on the Continent has much more

| to fear from the bacillus of typhoid fever than from bullets and bayonets.
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Think again of South Africa with its 57,000 cases of typhoid fever!
With a million of men in the field, their efficiency will be increased one-
third if we can prevent enteric. It can be Prevented, it must be prevented;

but meanwhile the decision is in your hands, and I know it will be in fa-

vour of your King and Country.
-

) o ib
He was a little nalve, ens-zz;:s, in regard to some of the consequences
etk I fusis dobefs, o

of the war and could not believe that it would affect |the humanitarian atti-

Whachaie :
tude of individuals on whatewver side they might be. Eor at about the

same time that ninety-three German 'intellectuals', Ehrlich among them,
were preparing to sign their famous 'appeal to the civilized world' to
believe as untrue that Germany had caused the war, had trespassed in Bel-
gium, had treated Louvain brutally, etcf, etc., and on the same day as
his letter had gone to The Times, Osler wrote:

-~ Dear Ehrlieh; Do you think it would be possible %0 arrange Ior the
manufacture of salvarsan in the United States under your diresction? I
have had letters and have been asked to communicate with you through the
American Ambéssador ih Berlin. Perhaps Flexner has already communicated.
with you. No doubt the Rockefeller Institute would undertake the control
and arrange that your financial interests were protected. Very sincerely
yours,

W2 Osler.
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This letter was enclosed to Mr. Page, asking if he could forward it
to Frankfurt, for Professor Ehrlich was an old friend and the matter
was really one of national importance and the manufacture of the drug
could be carried on in the United States under the direction of the
Rockefeller Institute, with any conditions, financial or‘otherwise,

i, that Ehrlieh desired to impose.

On September lst with the Germans in Amiens Lady Osler writes her sister:

Never have I seen)ﬁuch wonderful weather{in England )as we are having

now, clear fresh and sunny, day after day. It seems almost mockery when

| everyone is so depressed and worried. You would not notice anything dif-
ferent he§§§g§ course # the streets seem rather empty because women are
busy inside. There is a general feeling that the.re3ponse to Kitchener's
call fér a "New Army"™ has not been responded tc promptly. Thirty men enlis-
ted at Ewelme and that seemed a good number. I think men in vigllages do
not understand - they seem to feel we have gone to help France and there is
not the obligation. I don't believe they lag behind. It seems as though
1 should expire with that awful loyal feeling running down my back i & 1
loathe being a woman and sixty years old. . .We have had such a talking
week-ends Isabel Meredith and the two girls telling thpir experiehces com-
ing in a motor from Aix to Boulognej Orville Bullitt who came for Sunday

tellingiﬁis,from.Munich to London’and being arrested as a German spy at

| Southampton. [sir] Bdmund was here too - his prediciions for the, future

| are very gloomy ~ financially I mean. Willie too listless to talk - except
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exseps German atrocities. . . All my letters have been returned from
Murray Bay, and 1 see how dreadfully anxious W. O. was. Poor dear - in
one he says "You had better stay a month," and on the same page, "1 hope
to hear you are caning at once." . . Our hospital has no wounded yet
- except men injured in camps near here. The Canadians in London are man=

aging a hospital. W. 0. of course and Donald Armour are on the Committee -

and probably W.0. has to go this week to Southampton about the situation;

near Netley 1 thinke The Queen of Belgium has brought her children to
England - came yesterday and will leave them with Lord Curzmme. I wonder
if you have seen in your papers that Lady Lansdowne and some others have

suggested only wearing a white or mauve band on the sleeve for ‘mou_rning.

It seems so wise. lir. Merry's sister told me today she had one son in

%
| the Fleet and two in France and was glad,4 1 feel a coward when each day
1 /t

brings us nearer December 28th, Revere's 19th birthday. I have read and

re-read the Revere memorial [Gettysburg] and hope tc have courage.
N

Though as a Territorial officer Osler had his own official area in

Oxfordshire(?() his services were eagerly sought by American and Canadian

/

enterprises beyond his district. Thus in August zhe Canadian war Hos-
oo STasilect

pital fwne&/in London by Canadians and Anglo-Canadians; and %hen the

"Queen's Canadian Military Hospital" was established at Beechborough Park

near Shormeriffe, he was made Physician-in-Chief with Donald aArmour Sur-
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geon-in-Chief, posts which they held till the end. On the outbreak

of the war, aﬁzo, "The American Women's War Relief Fund" organized and

maintained an auxiliary hospital of 250 beds at Paignton, and subse-

gquently (1917) opened an officers' hospital at Lancaster Gate. To

both of these places Osler acted as comnsultant; and Lady Mary Harcourt
(Rew, ongoninotron

who had much to do with hnth:nféghasszgtzcss and, as she says, came in

constant touch with Sir William, writes that: "to everyone - medical

officers, matron, nursing staff and patients his visits were like a ray

of sunshine. His oversight was what made ug efficient; his sympathy and

enthusiasm smoothed our path." And the A.W.WeR.F. On Jamuary lst, 1918,

cwl?ﬂc.
when these hospitals weee taken over by the American Red Cross, gave

4 . )
Osler in token of their gratitude for his invaluable services an inscribed

gift,
Drom g o [R2
Therewere—other—Sanattarhospitats;—tos,—the 1.0.D:E. hospital for
o
Canadian orficer§{ the Duchess of Connaught's Canadian Red Cross Hospital
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at Taplow which he regularly visited each week throughout the warj and
when the Canadians first arrived and were stationed on Salisbury Plain and
went through an epidemic of cerebrospinal meningitis he was often among

It is a universal comment that whenever a difficult case turned up,
Go O~ ﬂ»nd." hl-

them.

or whenever anyone wanted help or advice, Sir William was sure t0)%wra—up.
V]

€ Liime A e ;~«*”T’”——
Oster—w=2 one of those who played a leading role of optimist during the

e

next five years.) Even in those dark days - 'the darkest in the his tory of

//// modern times' -when the French Government had withdrawn to Bordeaux and people

\\\\

were fleeing from Paris he wrifes to Thayer: "Things are looking blue for poor
old France, but the position today is very different from that of 1870 and
we are all confident-that in the long run the Allies will come out on top."
Others might be filled with gloom but he would be sure to add a postscript

to his letters whatever their subject-matter - "spirit here splendid" or

e :
\\\M_/ = ‘ %
words of this portent.) To his old friend Ned Milburn he writes:"I was to have

sailed tomorrow but of course I cannot leave with this wretched war raging. We
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shall win out in the end. How splendidly Canada is doing!"™ There
were t00 many people in those first months of the war who did 1ittle

; Sem trze luny e T = '
but sit back and criticize: anyone woul , = Haldane, Kitchener,
Winston Churchill, Woodrow Wilson, Joffre, the Government,'the Army,
the Navy, the campaigne. ﬁk"What a cursed act of vandalism to destroy

i blbn

Louvainl" ke exclaims. This more than any other happening of the early
days of the war seems to have touched him to the quick, and he was ap-

parently the first to set in motion the idea, expressed in the following

note of September 2nd to A, W. Pollard, that the Library be restored.

Do you think we [the Bibliographical Society] should do anything
about the Louvain outrage in the way of sending an official letter of
sympathy; and when matters quiet down I am going to suggest that we help
them in a small wgy in the restoration of the library. I would like to
undertake with some friends to replace the books of Vesalius who pehhéps

after Erasmus is the greatest name on their list.. .

)

And a succession of letters chiefly to American friends on the samesubject

followed. "Of course," he says, "mothing could be done at present, but
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an Anglo-American Committee should be formed so that when these modern

*

Huns are out of the country we could put matters into shape. I am parti-
cularly interested in helping with the library." All of this came in

due time to fruition, though Osler's part in it has been lost.

- These are stirring times in old England [he writes Mrs. B:ewster,

September 4th]. At last the country is ablaze and recruiting going on

everywhere. We are very busy - Grace particularly as President here of

the Soldiers Guild. She leaves the house at 9 & is away nearly all day.
We are starting two hospitals for the Canadian Contingent, and as 1 am on
the executive committee I am in town nearly every day. It is very nice

to see hew warm the American sympathy is with England & France. such

trials as people have had in getting out of Germany. Some of our Oxford

| Dons have been captured & put to work in the fielads! The first sad list
éof casualties came out today - two young Oxford friends have fallen.
| Good will come of all this horror if it wrecks forever the cursed militarism

of Germany. How I wish I could be with you for a weeks peace at Mt. Kisco.
3
S : .
The relief from a month of s;;g;;;;en which came after the First Marne
is unnoticed in his letters. Military operations interested him little,

and he did not waste time studying movements of troops and putting pins in

maps. "] have been trying to get into touch with Van Gehuchten and Deﬁgs
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so as to offer to take charge,here in Oxford of the members of the fam-
ilies of the Professors, " he writes L. F. Barker, September 9th. And
the same day from Oxford went broadcast this prihted letter signed by

the V.-C., the Principal of Brasenose, W. O., Miss Price and Mrs. Wil=-

liam Max-Muller.

Oxford, 9th September, 19l4.
Dear Sir or Madam: With the approval of the Belgian Minister a
small Committee has been formed at Oxford to aid our colleagues of Louvain
University. A number of people have expressed their willingness to help
by taking temporary charge of members of the families of the Professors
and Tutors. If you wish to join this movement please send your name to

the Secretary, Mrs. William Max-Miller, 7 Norham Gardens, and say whether

| you could take a man, woman, or child, and for how long.
Ry

Sept. 13, 19l4.

{/ From Lady Osler to Arthur T, Hadley. 13, Norham Gardens,
; Dear Mr. Hadley, I have just written Mr. Stokes asking him to try

| to raise some money for the Professors from Louvain who have taken refuge
' in England, Many are coming %o Oxford, and are being taken into private
families - but where there are families of five children it is difficult.

Incomes here are reduced and undergraduates are not returning. At lMag-

dalen only 47 coming - Christ Church about 100 - Keble 70 - Oriel 80 - so

—
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you see what it means. About 350 lodging-houses vacant. We hope to board

some of these people and help them until they can get on their feet and

| find their friends. I am sure the University sympathy will be great and

some may like to feel certain the money willbe properly used. If you will
| help at Yale it will be a great assistance. I have asked Mr. Stokes to

| send anything to my banker in Boston. With kindest wishes, I am Sincerly,
; »
— Grace R. Osler.

There was of course a most generous response from all sides when the
Oslers asked for anything, but it is doubtful if their American friends

. had any idea of how they were being pressed, and of their anxieties. He
was importunéd to send a letter of greeting for the Johns Hopkins Hospital

raunion to atone for his absence. And this he did, though he could have

‘ tnet-aditrtr  Cornidinalle
had little heart for it even though unaware that there was a—geot—tdeai—of
A ;

pro-German sympathy in Baltimore at the time.* In his note 0of September

r *His long letter was read at the reunion by W. S. Thayer and
contains only a brief allusion to the war. "It is a small matter
[he wrote]that I am not with you. 'When the greater malady is
fixed , The lesser is scarce felt' - expresses my feeling in the
present crisis." This was alle The letter subsegmently was pub-
lished under the title of "Looking Back," in Macphail's journal.
This and a review of "The Life and Letters of Nathan Smith," both
forwarded on September 25th, were the last two papers (Nos. XXV
and XXVI) of the series. He referred to them as '"Books and lMen"
sunippets!'
In "Looking Back" he said:
“Binding us all together there came as a sweet influence
the spirit of the place; whence we knew not, but teacher and taught
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alike felt the presence and subtle domination. Comradeship, sym-
pathy one with another, devotion to work were its fruits, and its

' guidance drove from each heart hatred, malice and all uncharitable-
ness. . « To have had more than thirty of one's 'boys' actively
engaged in teaching is to draw a big prize in the lottery of life,
with which for solid satisfaction there is nothing to compare.

“But shadows flit across the picture - dark memories of the men
whose leaves perished in the green. Jack Hewetson we all loved, I
as a son, Thayer and Barker and Frank Smith as a brother. There
was a light in his blue-grey eyes that kindled affection in all who
knew him,. Meredith Reese, the first to go, stricken also with tu-
berculosis, left us with scarred hearts. Livengoody whose mental
outfit promised a career of special brilliancy, met with a tragic
death in the Bourgogne. Lazear, who went from the clinical labo=-
ratory to join Walter Reed, died a martyr's death in Cuba. Oppen=-
heimer and Ochsner, men of great merit, died on duty in the hospital.
John Bruce MacCallum, in intellect 'the bright particular' among our
students, lived long enough to snatch something from dull oblivion.
Al. Scott, whom we all loved dearly, had a successful career in Phila-
delphia before the call came. And only recently we have to mourn
two of our best - Rupert Norton was one of the finer spirits, only
touched to fine issues in a suitable environment, and that he found
here in the latter years of his all=-too-brief life; Ofto Ramsay,
who came to our clinic first, became one of the most. suceessful

h}eachers and practitioners in New England.’

1l1th accompanying this letter he says: "The country here is in fine spirits,
‘and teady foi trememdous sacrifices. Grace is working early and lates.

She has got the true New England spirit. A university regiment of stu-
dents will be organized at once and they will be under military discipline.
Revere of course will join." But to appreciate his real feelings, re-

Gy
course /Must be had to his wife's letters. On the 15th she writes her

sister:

{’ 0f course we are feeling hopeful today over the retreat from Paris

1 but one hardly dares put too much faith in it. The news was posted on

i
|
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the Town Hall Sunday morning when we came out from the Cathedral. The
Yeomanry stationed in Christ Church were at the service and Scott Holland
preached a wonderiul sermon. Poor dear Reggie IW. Q.| can't go to church
- he says he can't endure the prayers and hymms. Po me it is a relief to
get ready to burst and not be able to. The attitude W. O. is in seems
more unreal than anything else - he allows everyone to abuse the Germans
and even says vicious things himself of the Kaiser. He is sending letters
land books to President Wilson and all the prominent men - about Germany's
lying éttitude. It is really extraordinary to hear him. We have seven

Louvain people in the house. The enclosed will show you what we are doing

\= I have written seWeral people %0 help. . . The Pooles have a Professor

i

'witn his wife and two babies who just escaped, and one manuscript from the

§L1brary - the only thing saved from the University. He gave us the ad-
‘dress of the Professor of Bacteriology in Folkestone and we asked him to
%come with his wife and familye. To my horror I found at 9 p.m. Friday that
'there weie five children and they were due at ll.15 Saturday - Parsons,
éLizzie and William away! We hustled about and had all ready - went %o
;meet them and only Professor D. came. When he found he was not to pay
;béard he would not bring his family. It seems they were at the seaside
?near Oskend and got away easily bringing money and clothes, and two maids.
§So they have a decent place at Folkestone.‘ I am getting himk house and
Ethey ﬁill come for the winter. The two Professors lunched here and the
?stories were awful. Anything more wonderful than e kindness of people
;here I could never imagine. Letters are pouring in with offers of hospi-

'tality - but money for clothes, etc., is Very important. The lodging-

|houses here will all be empty this winter and we shall have to help these
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| peoples. . o« The big lecture-rcom is full of wounded Germans. In our
i work-room we are making clothes for Belgians,- night-shirts for & hospital,
{
1
§ and in a rush 500 sacks to hold straw for recruits tc sleep on in College
? halls. When you read these things you will feel as though Oxford would
§ look changed, but it doesn't - only people look s0 worried and anxious. .« o
' Now I am going to bother you. Will you arrange to have the enclosed [Bel-

| gian appeai] put in the papers - whichever you think best, and receive sub-

. scriptions which can be put to my account? . .
S

Probably few who thought they kmew intimately the blithe Osler and
his ready sympathy, fully realized his real depth of feeling and tender-
nesse Under ordinary cirdumstances he could conceal his emotions, but
he 'could not endure the prayers and hymns.' His collection of books
came t0 be his solace when the day's work was done and he used them habi-

R
tually to camouflage his feelings and to divert conversation from esdwea..-

weoblle [ §uan
topied.

- To J. William White from W. O. Oxford, September 2l.
Dear J. William: Sorry tc be detained here instead of sailing as I
had intended butto ieave in this scrimmage.
The spirit of the country is A.l, and at present things look very favour-
ablee. Grace is working‘about eight hours a day on shirts, etc. Revere

g o

joins the Officers' Training Corps and, as soon as he i8 ready, y




ik4ﬁH&HAEﬂrf0r“nU8r};:355:35537\‘84§$y-ﬂe?gz wounded Germans came in last
week - fine looking fellows all of them - the bullet-wounds trival, buﬁ the
shrapnel horrid. 1 am lecturing at various campé on the typhoid questionm.
X englose you a proof of the lecture. We are getting a group of Louvain

professors here - Denys, the well-known bacteriologist, and his wife come

today. They tell a gruesome tale.)

//ééﬂa me two or three of your reprints: one on White's operation and

operation per se, and any other special ones: I do not want the catalogue
of the Bibliotheca Osleriana without your name in it - to appear 10 years
hence! 1f you have any of the early papers of Hayes.Agnew to spare, send

them also.' 1 am gradually getting a great collection, which if all goes

L_Xlell, will go to MeGill. Many thanks for your card. . .

In every letter he speaks in this same off-hand way about his son -

'as soon as he is ready.' But the ;gony which underlay this casual remark
never appearse mA1l here are working," he writes on the 25th to the son

of his old friend, Aréhibald Mallochs "The spirit of the country is splen-
dide We have had several young Oxford friends killed. Revere enters the
training corps on the lst and will apply for a_commission as éoon as he is
fite I am very busy - in town three days a week getting a Canadian Contin-

gent Hospital organized."
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Meanwhile he has been buey< inspecting hospitals and though 'bombarded
with antivaccination literature' he continued with his lectures on health
and personal hygiene to the new batches of recruits at the camps within
reach of Oxford. And_yet he writes to Anson Stokes Phelps that he will
go on with the Silliman Lectures at once, and to tell Day that‘he is in
dust and ashes for his delinquencies.* * And again on October 2nd to

e : : ;
*In a letter séxgqmenshs later he says: "I have bought off the

| Yale book by returning my honorarium. I was doubtful about themithe Cetunea §

' I suppose 1 have got critical - possibly hypercritical! the deeper
' 1 get into medical history.

Jo William White who by this time has fofgotten his cardiac neurosis and

wants to help:

oo ;
[ I should think there would be no difficulty in your getting work in

connection with the Red Cross. The wounded are beginning to come in.
jWe have about 400 in the Schools - only a few serious. The country is in .
ffine form, recruits pouring in, everybody working, and extraordinarily
little fusé. We have got seven or eight Belgian professors here and their
 families, and some of them, poor devils, absolutely penniless. We are
tryiﬁg to get them settled in lodgings and small housess Many of them
are charming people - and some absolutely destitute. If you can squeeze a

' few hundred dollars out of any of your friends for them we shall be very

much obliged.

[
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#e could: and these appeals to their American friends in Boston, Phila-

delphia and Baltimore were promptly and generously responded to, gnd SSThal Tmovay
uasgjg;xes of clothes began to pour ine. Meanwhile he writes on ‘the.

evening of Octéber 3rd to L.YL. Mackall: "While you are in Holiand Jjust

pick up that quarto edition 1686 of Sir Thomas Srowne - it must be loaf-

ing about on the shelves sogewher%?"and tc F. H. Garrison: "If you ever

come across copies of the Cengressional Reports dealing with the anaes=

thesia question please remember méi;!‘ _a&nd to Dr. Neligan of the Legation

at Teheran: "There is nothing to do but postpone matters relating to Avi-
cenna's tomb, and piesse keep your eye open please for any good MSS. 1

am very anxious to have one of Rhazes."

On October 9th Lady Osler writes:® “This is the day Revere goes into

college and it is all so different to what we had expected. My heart
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aches for him for he is not doing what he thought wouid have been better
but has not complained once - only said, 'l will do what Dad thinks bgst
and train here this term.' Willie runs if I speak of it."  Everyone
knows what 'it' implied, and 'it' was being faced by parents throughout
England‘even for immature boys below military age. On this same day
Osler says in a note to Macphail: 'We are looking out for the Canadian
Contingent - I shall go down and see them as soon as they arrive. I
hear they have to be seasoned here & bit before going to the front."

Tra
And it may be said that tkés third generation from Canon Osler was SO

Gameryg (Keern
well represented[as to occasion an editorial iq?éoronto paper# entitled

the "Osler Volunteers.™
MWMJ—»
Apparently the first suggestion of making preparations for s—mediesd
o qwa...g;.c um—'--ch\s:o:.\y

4 thiScin amd wown clad
i /é:;; from J. G. Adami at this time, and Osler replied

on the 9th:

That is a very interesting suggestion. As far ds I can see from the
work at the Base Hospital here, the histories and reports of cases of

wounded, of which we have had about 600 already, and the reports on the op-
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erations, are very good. The difficulty is that they are all filed away,

and nobody has the time subsequently to work up the material as a whole.
o By o i

I am afraid wg;gg once get up against the Red Tape in the army, but I will

send on your letter to Keogh, the new Surgcon General. A letter to the

Lancet on the lines you have written would be very helpful.
& :

General Sir Alfred Keogh, who has recently been seen the recipient of

& complimentary dinner on his retirement from the army, has been called
back into service and as D.G;M,S. he responds favourably to the proposal
» and 'Colonel’ Osler writes him again a few days later, using anything

but military formulas:

r/ Dear Keogh: 1If I can be of any.service in a health campaign in the
camps let me know. I have been doing a littlé of it, and as you say, it
is a most important business. I am preparing a demonstration of books and
articles illustrating the evolution of our knowledge of military and naval
preventive medicine. It is a good story for the country. I visited on

Saturday the Convalescent Home that Mr. Mortimer Singer has opened at Mil-

ton Hill about twelve miles from here. If you would like to see an ideal

spot come down. I could motor you over. It is a splendid piece of work. . .
.

There was a good deal of talk in England about 'business as usual,' and

this to many people meant play as well as business. But Osler had no heart
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for other than the day's work. When asked by the College of Physicians

to give the Fitzpatrick Lectures for 1915 he promptly sent his regrets.

And when someone suggested the continuance of one of;the Oxford dinner
clubs he wrote: "I think we should not meet during the wars at any rate
I am not going to dinners, public or private." Lady Osler writes on
the 15th:

i The refugees are pouring into England - Willie was at Folkestone today
[the Canadian hospitafi and said the streets were packed solid. Lights
are reduced here now at night and only one lamp allowed on a motor. In
London they say it is awful at night - rows of lights are put in Hyde Park
on the grass to divert the attention of airships from Westminster Abbey
and other treasures. I want Willie to send his books to America but he
laughs and won't believe it. Our work-room has been delving for a week
over 300 bed-jackets for the hospital, and children's clothes, and shirtsl

We are tremendously busy over the Louvain professors - they are coming with
a'rush nowe. Some people have taken them in and we héve taken rooms and
houses for others. We have taken none except for the night - it is too
trying for Willie and he must be protected in every way - all the horrors

and war-talk nearly kill him and he looks ill and worriedjgzzgg),
N

’FQ’(«. :bl‘Aa:L_ Gl/h-nd‘.;,‘;._ 3205&—. Grneond R’P'a-fnonm Ol 1 ®-
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To W. S. Thayer from W. O. October 16, 1914.

Dear Thayer: Thanks so much for the cable. 1t was a great worry
not to be at the Celebration. We are very hard at work here - particularly

Grace who is at it early and late. We have twelve Belgian professors,

@ sixty-one in all. with their families; and it has been a job to settle them

' comfortably. Many of them are destitute. This Belgian business is an aw-

ful tfagedy. I was at Folkestone, yesterday, and saw the horror of it on

| the station platform - old men, women, children, all with their little

| possessions tied up in bundles, the whole town full. Fortunately they are

being well cared for.

We have opened our Canadian Contingent Hospital [t Shorncliffe] near
Folkestone - a  (lovely old place. They sent us a batch of Belgian wounded
the night before last, so I had to go quy’to see that everything was going

smoothly. Did you ever read Baron Larreyi"HI%“Life and Memoirs"? - a

? great book! I am trying to stir up among the Territorial medical officers.

the importance of the health in the camps. We have had such wonderful
weather for the last two months that there has been little or mo sickness
so far. Revere is up at Christ Church, and has joined the Officers'
Training Corps. Love tc Sister Susan. Sincerely yours, W.0. By the way,

we have Miss Macmahon in charge of our Canadian Hospital.

S

blow

By this time the Germans had ceme to realize that their long-planned

to take Paris in a short campaign had miscarried, and in their under-
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ground methods they were putting out feelers for beace proposals in Washing-

ton and it was feared in England that Mr. Bryce, an ultra-pacifist, would

welcomanything to end hostilities, whatever the terms. This, with ¥

Wilsor*® insistence on neutrality while German-Americans apparently were
left free tc carry on their plots, caused much uneasiness which Mr. Page

vainly endeavoured to dispel. Any word from The States,at all consoling,

a mole on
was eagerly received, so Osler on QOctober 21st sean)tﬁis "Emerson on Eng-

lang" for publication in The Times.

F*' Sir: - A valued American correspondent writes: "The President's order
of neutrality is wise, given our mixed population, but you know where our
hearts and hopes are, and what toasts we drink in private life. If you-
have any half-hearted spirits among you; please read them the enclosed sen-
timents of our greatest man of letters, written in 1856, and still felt -
oh, how strongly now - by all who are worthy of the great cause our race
represents.” You;s, &Ce, WILLIAM OSLER.
England. "I see her not disspirited, not weak, but well remembering
that she has seen dark days before; indeed, with a kind of instinct that
she sees a little better in‘a cloudy day, and that in storm of battle and

calamity she has a secret vigour and a pulse like cannon. I see her in

her old age, not decrepit, but young, and still daring to believe in her
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power of endurance and expansione. Seeing this, I say, All haill

Mother of nations, Mother of heroes, with strength still equal to the

time; still wise to entertain and swift to execute the policy which the
| mind and heart Sf mankind require at the present hour, and thus only
hospitable to the foreigner, and truly a home to the thoughtful and gen-
erous, who are born in the soil. So be it! So let it be!"™ RALPH

WALDO EMERSON ["English Traits"], 1856.
It is not improper now to say that the 'valued correspondent' was Fielding
H. Garrison of the Surgeon General's Office in Washington, to whom he

writes his thanks on the same day, adding:

agER suggesting at the Council Meeting of our Historical Section to
have a series of bibliozgraphieal demonstrations and talks illustrating
the evolution of naval and military hygiene. I have been reading Baro;
Larrey - a fascinating life! Wg are very full of work. Between 600 and
700 wounded have passed through our Base Hospital here - only one death;
that from tetanus. We have fourteen Belgian professors in Oxford, all but
' Ky ana o rgenie Gt Witk Guge Fumiteen

one stranded financially and even sartorially., Lady Osler has roused her
American friends and got a very good bank account for them, and the Rocke-~
feller Foundation has made a splendid offer for the Louvain science men.
But it is an awful tragedy! The country is in fine form, znd nearly

5700,000 recruits have come in, and 1 do not thinkthere can be any doubt as

to the outcome; but there is a long road ahead. Do not forget my anaesthe-

| sia wants.

|
SN
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country is in fine form,' yes: but little did the country outside

the Wér Office know during those late October days of the thin kahki

line

valiantly holding out in Flanders against far superior numbers, un-

til on the 31st the impossible happened with the recaptiure of Gheluvelt

by the 2nd Worcesters, and Calais was saved.

—

To J. William White from W. Q. oxford, October 28, 1914.

Dear J. William: What an angel you are! It is perfectly splendid{
[$3,000 from Philadelphials We have got, I think, now enough, as this
Rockefeller Foundation offer to help the science professors will help with
five or six out of the fifteen who are here; but we are hearing of new ones
every day, and there are gwenty at Cambridge. The new recruits are get-
ting iﬁto shape rapidly. I saw a magnificent camp last week near Brighton.
The wounded are pouring in, and the hospitals are filling rapidly. They
do remarkably well. . . I am trying to stir up the antitypoid inocu-
lation, and have had a great time invaddressing open~-air meetings of the
men in the camps. I wish you could have seen us at the King Edward Horse
camp near Slough. 1 addressed the men from beside a big oak tree, they
sitting on the ground about, and afterwards all the officers were inocu-
lated as an example. These sons of Belial, the "anti's® have been preach-

ing against it. . .

S

The !

Sons of Belial' indeed hadeven been permitted to put up recruiting
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posters in the shop windows: MEN OF THE EMPIRE ENLIST BUT REFUSE TO BE
INOCULATED. S0 there were 'anti's' at home as well as abroad to be oOp-
posede It was enough to make anyone have bad dresms. Of one he writes
in this letter to L. F. Barker:

1 am sending you a reply from this country to the German letter,*
*Phis was apparently written by Gilbert Murray, and

was signed by Osler and many others. In America, meanwhile,

the personal reply by Samuel Harden Church in the form of a

letter to Professor Schaper of Berlin, one of the German
signers, had been published and circulated broadcast.

- and a bundle of Oxford pamphlets. One of the tragedies is really the
mental attitude of our German friends. Still, I suppose one has to stand
by one's country, right or wrong; but there is the plain fact that Germany
has been progressively preparing for this conflict for twenty years. In
spite of the shocking mortality and the general feeling of distress, the
country is in good spirits and very hopeful. The soldiers are turning out
far better than one would have expected. Some of the old stuff is in the
country, apparently.

Curiously enough, I had a dream of you last night. You were just §3§
you looked that day Wwhen you first came to see me at 83 Wellesley Street.

You were sitting on the edge of a bed in Ward F. all alone, with a most in=-
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genious apparatus by which you were drawing the blood out of the veins of
a man into flexible capillary glass tubes. The whole bed and the floor be-
side it was just a network of these capillary tubes filled with blood.

You said quite gravely that this was the only possible way to get enough

blood for cultures. The man was nearly dead! I wonder how the modern St.

g?seph (Freud) would interpret this!

"0f course we feel terribly about 4ntwerp," Lady Osler writeg on Oc-
tober 22nd; "and Winston Churcﬁilllhas been.blamed for sending our marines
- however, one can't tell. We have got ourse%ves schooled now and don't
listén when people tell tales - or try to - and believe nothing but offi-

cial statements. We expect the worst and try not to think about ite
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lallow no one to abuse Kitchener or the #dmiralty to me and find these
rules make life much less fatiguing - 1 no longer mind when women put in
shirtsleeves hind-side before."

With its cheerfulness, its warm hospitality, its precept of healthy
optimism, its example of self-sacrificing hard work, the "Open Arms" from
the beginning to the end of the war radiated at its best the fine spirit
which saw England through her trials. Always - 'the country is indine
form, ! Rarely did Osler write anything more pessimistic than. this
line to Prof. Josiah Royce of.Harvard: " It's the deuce of a mess, this old
humanity has got into. We will never be any didferent. I don't suppose we
are a bit better than the Greeks - in some ways not so good. My chief com-
ts : {
fort is %h:t:?/éhink that after all we are living in the childhood of civi-
c}é‘u.una.é:

lization. What are the few thousand years since Hammgbuyi in comparison
with the millions since the 3tone Age."

Whatever may be said of 'old humanity' Osler could never be any dif-

ferent, war or no ware. "The Regius is keeping up," writes his wife.
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"He inspects and writes and preaches - and hopes!"™ That he has not
e OcP, 2q™

lost any of his customary reactions is evident from the following to

the President of the Vancouver Medical Association; awd Ria ffe» T Away Go axdw

RVEY Xr\m«-—‘a\a' (eRean ‘4-—{,.
-

Dear Keith: That is a very 1nteresting programme of your medical
association. I have only one criticism -~ that you should have had it
in the King Edward High Schoolf The city is now large encugh for the
profession to begin to¢ think of its own home, and do what has been done
in Toronto and so many of the American cities, and done so successfully.
Begin quietly with your own rooms where you can have the journals and the
medical library, and start a bﬁilding fund, for which bleed freely your

friends inside and outside. I am willing to be bled to the extent of

100 dollars to help you make a beginning. [ have seen in so many cases
the enormous advantage of a home for the general profession that I com-

' mend the scheme to you most heartilye . .

They received consoling letters, of course, from many sources*, and

olne. ) I
Fr *And sent consoling/letters, too - even finto Germany (thanks ;wfféy
' to lr. Page's Embassy bag) ﬁ?b“ﬁ¥éu Professor Ewald in Berlin.on
' learning of her busband's deathe &Guwst Simausn’s e FR Lo
Lot uw?ug Rl.u—)'cl:*\» h"i\—(ﬂ.:k "ﬁ‘-u—oﬂ-—l—-o*’dd_ 5 :

to their old friend H. V. Ogden Lady Osler writes on November 4th:

//“ It was very nice hearing from you and I am sure you are all so English

{
i

é that your sympathy goes out most sincerely to us in the midst of this aw-

? ful war. Every morning we read of friends being mown down, all the youth

]
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and glory of the country,the young men we have known up here and our

own only boy training in the Park under our eyes - except that I can't

looke Work is the only salvation, and I keep at it from 9 a.m. tC .

11 p.me W.O0. is busy and trying to be cheerful - hard work sometimes.

And on the next Sunday evening from Christ Church, when presumably those

at the high table have set an example of cheerfulness to the uniformed
w Ru len, - :

boys below, Osler writes)\to Mrs. Chapin; ifs—sister=in=iaw:

(’ Dearest Sue ALl goes well - Grace working like a Trojan and making
others Work as welle. You have beén splendid in getting money for the poor
Professors. Graces fund now amounts to nearly $1qood & the Rockefeller

'fbundation has offered $20000 for the science men directly as a result af -
her letter to Dr. Welch. She really has been splendid. I=wish-—gou—wers
Beng., You must come over sSoOn. Revere is very happy here I have Just
been at his room. Such nice companions. He & Bobby Emmons are great chums.
They are off at Iffly this afternoon sketching. He drills every day. He
& I must have a snap shot in our uniforms. I only wear mine when I g0 in=-
specting the camps & hospitals. 1 spent two days near Torquay at the
Singer American Hospital, 200 beds in a huge mansion. The other brother
has a convalescent home near here for 150 - such an ideal spot. 1 dare

‘ say Grace has told you of it. Do let our Boston friends know that they

never gave money in their lives that will De of greater help to more de-
serving people. It was simply ghastly, the plight in which some of these

nice people arrived, and now in their own homes they are so happy. It

! has been a fine bit of work. . .
e
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The Canadians had come, and were on Salisbury Plain for the winter, and
apparently each and every one had letters to the Oslers and appeared at the
'Open “4rms' to get themselves washed and fed and petted while on leave.
McGill, meanwhile, had organized a base hospital unit of whiech Birkett the
Dean was 0.C., and Osler was expected to intervene for them at the War of-
fice for of course they wished to go to France - all spoke French, indeed.

This he did, but the officials replied that France was too unsafe, for the
Germans might yet get through to the coast. The desperate four weeks'

fighting of 'the first Ypres' did not indeed subside until the 17th of No-
vember. Countless people, t00, were pressing him for jobs as though he
were the DeG.M.S. himself. He writes November 12th to J. William White

who was growing violently restive:

r Keogh tells mé theé-héve had to sit severely on all outside indepen-
denf hospitals and units for the front, as they found it was not possible
to control their work. - The English provisions for the front and at the
base hospitals seem excellent, but the French need help. The best work

iis being done apparently through the 4merican Hospital in Paris. should

%I hear of anything specific, I will let you know, Or even cable you.

S—

"Things are going well here and the country is in really very good

form," he repeats tc F. H., Garrison in a letter of November 1l6th. "I got
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the other day the 'ether number' of Littell's Living +4ge, 1848, which is

s

full of interesting material." And he goes on to describe the war exhibit
of books they had gathered at the Royal Society of Medicine, adding that:
*we are starting here an interesting thing at the Bodleian and have de-

voted one of the alcoves at the Radcliffe Camera to the history of sci-

St oo e

ehce." <There must have been some criticism of the programme at the Lon-

don Historical Meetings, for in defénse he writes November 17th to

W
J. Y. P. MacAlister:

i@ It is not a good way to pull up the turnips to watch their growth,

and we cannot make medical historians in a couple of years. I think if
‘your friend will look over the méterial'presented to the section,while
perhaps it does not indicate much research, I do not think there is much
bhat could be called folk-lore or gossip. What is wanted in this country
is not dilletante students like myself and some others but real scholars and
your frieﬁd will be'interested to know that some of these are at work on
sefious medical research. Thistlefion Dyer, for instance, is doing for us

at the Press a splendid piece of work in Greek botanical terms, etc.;
Withington is making a special study for us in Galep and Hippocrates for

revision of the medical terms in Liddell & Scotte. We have formed at the

Bodleian a separate little department for the study of the history of sei-

ence and medicine at which at present five are working, one making a com-



89

Nov.

1914
| prehensive study of the English medical manuscripts; Singer is doing a
%very interesting unknown MS of Manfredi, another is collating and will
edit an unknown MS of Maimonides; another is working at the Spanish medi-
| cal MSS in the Library; while we have one of the Belgian professors at
iwork on some interesting iatromathematical literature. Of course, this

is the sort of stuff we need, and I think it is quite possible that we

may gradually get associated with thé history section a group of scholars

capable of doing spade worke. If your friend wants a job in the histori-
gcal branches send him along. The harvest is plenteous but the labourers
iarevfew. Thank you all the same for his criticism, but if he looks over

\the papers he will come to my view that it is a bit bilious.

| S,

) Se "' < Nesna al'l(.‘_ﬂt:ﬂul.‘v\» Tt Bearn
As is so apt to be the case, the funds for the new project—were provided

by the workers rather than by the University, and ere long the chief one
of them, Dr. Charles Singer,é:a&whom he_dubs 'that Socratic gadfly;;your
husbaﬁd?:very properly enligts and Osler writes to Mrs. Singer: "You must
come here when he goes off, and run the Science Room and do the proofs and
lay wires and act generally as medico-historical hormone,"

He gave an important and timely address in London, November 20th be-

forethe Society of Tropical Medicine, on "The War and Typhoid Fever." It



90
Nov.
1914

was Zlhe last* of his separate papers on typhoid, over thirty in alli cand Aol

—

' *There was one later paper, on Typhoid Spine. Bulletin
Army Medical Corps, 1915(?).

Aad"he had seen typhoid reduced to the vanishing-point even in Baltimore
where by now theré were not enough cases to teach over. But here was a
new danger and for this address he had m&de—thg SUDJSCT Of IMUCHIETIOR
_his—sheme—eand assembled and reported every case in which any untoward
mebwwr. ie
 effecdt had been prodgzga) "It will be a great triumph,™ he said "to go
through the war without a devastating experience from typhoide While
with our present knowledge we cannot but regret that $he~ inoculation hés
not been made compulsory, let us hope that a sufficient number have taken
advantage of the procedure to make impossible a repetition of the enteric
catastrophy in South Africa.,”™ And he clmed with a moving comparison be-
tween 'the needless slaughter of the brave young feliows - allies and

foes alike' - which was now going on, and the fight being waged by the great

army of sanitation 'which claims allegiance only to Humanity.'
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On this same November 20th there was)pessed—from Buckingham Palace

this very pleasant note:

il My dear Sir William: I am desired by the Prince of Wales %0 write
and tell you that a small souvenir is being éent to you in recognition of
your valuable services during his Royal Highness's residence at Oxford.
He had infended;to write himself, but the souvenir was not ready; then
came the orders for him to join the staff [4.D.C. to Sir John French] and
almost at the same moment the bad news of Cadogan's death [the Prince's
BEquerryl. The result was that he was more than busy and I persuaded him
to leave the writing to me. A framed photograph will follow the souvenir
in a short time. It is too sad that we should have lost our last term at
Oxford: it would have been such a happy and successful oﬁe. But we must
all feel the pinch caused by this world earthquake. One of the pleasant-
est memories of our two years at Oxford will be the friendship that was

made with you. I feel that in this sad time your cheery help will be in~

valuable to many. With my kind regards, Yours V. sincerely,
i :

H. P. Hansell.
In one of his brief notes of this same November 20th Osler says to
W. S. Thayer: "Very busy and very hopeful. Ike in the training Corpse.
Grace working like a galley-slave & I knécking about & see much of interest."

And to Mrs. Brewster: "Just a line to say that all goes well - only the
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heartache for friends whose fine boys have been killed. It is sad read-
;ng eveiy morning. So many of our young friends here have been taken.
Oxford is one big camp & hospital. Our Belgians are doing well." It was
‘- characteristic that he should have spoken in his London address of 'the.
brave young fellows, allies and foes alike.' He found it adaifficult

evan to believe the first-hand stories of some of the refugees. S0 in

a letter of November 23rd to Dr.C1€%ry>&rmstrong of MeGill he says:

G Dear Armstrong: I have urged ﬁeogh, the Director-General, to take
your Unit as soon as possible. There are difficulties, as the question
of holding the coast is still doubtful. I have been looking over the
photographs of atrocities and of mutilations and have asked in the vari-
ous hospitals, and one can never get anything closer than this dammed

third person* whom I should like to mutilate personallye. 1 suppos e there -
’/ *Phere had been an editorial in The Spectator on 'The Third
Person.' In another letter to Adami, Osler says: "There have been
all sorts of rwmours and statements but I do not believe there has
been a single case of mutilation brought to this country. I am sick
t0 death of the newspapers. I wish the Goveranment would suppress
them during the war and issue a weekly bulletin,"

e

have been atrocities, particularly in the sack of Louvain, but in other

parts I think thiey have been grossly exaggerated. Love to all. . .
S
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(/ Lo Simon Flexner from W. 0. ' November 23, 1914.

Dear Flexner: It is very difficult to get these Belgian professors
to move. They are all so upset and disﬁ@cted that I have not been able to
induce any one to accept either the Harvard or the Chicago offer. It is a
deuce of a problem what to do with the beople here. The Government is
bringing over another 50,000 from Holland, and it is very difficult to fit
them in. We have fifteen professors here with their families, all settled
in their own houses and most of them at worke I do not know what we should
have done without the Rockefeller help, though our friends in America have

been very liberal. I am afraid it is going to be a long job, and the

Breat majority of the people are entirely without resources. We have had to

?provide everything. Two of our rooms upstairs are a sort of old-clothes
|

'shop. People here have been very kind. Denys and his family are charm-
fing. He is busy with a big research on tuberculosis. I shall hope to

!

;see Rose and James. Love to the family. . .
L

'So many people coming and going.' :Among them is the son of QOsler's
0ld Bamilton friend, A. E. Malloch to whom he writes on November 24th:

F’ Dear lMalloch: 4rchie arrived in very good form, and we have enjoyed
his visit here very much. He is just getting over his §econd antityphoid
inoculation, which knocked him over a bit, but he is all right today.

lMrs. Guest has arranged for her hospital somewhere §$¥Zﬁ of Talais, whers
I think he will see plenty of good worke. As you know, she is the daujgh-

ter of Henry Phipps and wife of the Hon. Freddy Guest, Controller of the
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King's Household. She and young Howard Phipps are going over, and Archie
will be very comfortable with them. Of course, Mrs. Guest is delighted

| with him. He looks A.l, in his uniform. We are seeing all sorts of in-

teresting cases here. The nervous injuries and the chest:gre what I am

looking after specially. Love to lirs. Malloch and to Olmsted. . .

it .

b Our [Belgian] professors are very plucky and trying to get work
[writes Lady Osler on November 25thj. The wives‘and children are nervous
and much upset = it requires much tact to find out their wants as they are
proud and sensitive. Mrs Max-Miller and I do the work and W. O. smiles
and signs the cheques - I believe we will have them for months - they
haven't a penny. Those who had a few francs have gone through it, so we
shall need every penny. we have got. Clothes alone for 100 people are an
item. Life is very tragic at present. And one can hardly take it in . I
saw 29 huge transports just now in front of St. Johns Coliege ready for an
East Coast -invasion - t0 motor troops across country. That secems a fear

at present. We have a Base Hospital here with 1000 beds - and it all keeps

one busy. Nearly all the large private houses in London are full of woun-

ded. Cte=—10T¥e—to—FoU .
S

Meanwhile there were Canadian relatives and sons of friends on Salis-
bury Plain to take care of, and on December lst she writes her sister: "I

have such a nice time sending things to Campbell Gwyn and the eight men in
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his tent. Two roasts of meat, cakes, potted ham, etc; books galore and
papers - so they may keep cheered up." Osler meanwhile: "I have at pre-
sent a perfect avalanche of correépondence and do precious little else
but write letterss"* Many of them evidently were ones of acknowledgment

*Nor by any means were all the letters in his 'avalanche
of correspondence' purely personal. A good deal of it was pro-
paganda like the long letter to the Journal of the American Medi-
cal Association, dated December 4th, which the Journal (p. 2303)
3 " v 2 i ~
entitled "Medical Notes on England at War." & Seaui, afoies Calle S foltenan,

for gifts to the Belgian fund, and on December 2nd he writes J. Wiiliam
White:

f’ Thank you so much for your last contribution! 7You really have been

|

wonderful. I have written to nearly all the Philadelphia subscribers.

I wish you could look in here and see how comfortably Grace and young Mrs.

Max-Miller have settled these people. Our house is nothing but a junk-

| shop. We have packing cases arriving every week, and our drawing-room
| is a sewing-room for the wives of the professors, most of whom are making

é baby clothes, as they are an extraordinarily eugenic lot. I hope some-

gthing will come of your offer to .Jusserand. On the French side they seem

i
1

| to be in want of help. I will have your Primer of the War put in proper
' hands for review. Yesterday the Committee asked me to express to you

again our warmest thanks for all you have done.
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And later he writes enthusiastically about the reception of,White's
'Primer,' for such things were much needed in England to offset the dis-
trust for Americawhich was taking hold,despite ml'l Mr. Page's efforts:

%{’ I have distributed them with private letters to the MorniggrPos Y

The Spectator, the Saturday Review, The Times, The Daily Telegraph and

The London Nation. I hope they will give it the notice it deserves.

Youﬁg Max-Muller, who has just been in, says the copy he took has been
circulateds I wish you would send me another half-dozen, as I should
like to send to Grey, Asquith, Haldane, Lloyd George, Earl Crewe, Har-
court, and Lord Iveagh; or, what would be better still would be for you
to send copies with a private 1ettér, saying, if you like, it was sent
at my request. . « Things are going very well. Treves, whom I saw on
¥riday just back from the front, says that the organization is something

that he never dreamt of when he looks back upon the South African experi-

SNCeSe ° .

LY

Meanwhile his regular tasks continued,even the Tuesday and Sunday clinics
at the Radcliffe Infirmary and he actually writes an account of one of them

at the behest of the Editor of an American Journal. * "W.0. has been two

*"Remarks on the Diagnosis of Polycystic Kidney, Radcliffe In-
firmary, Nov. 23, 1914." International Clinics, Philadelphia, 1915.

days in bed with a cold," Lady Osler tells her sister. "He got it at
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Paignton when he wgnt to inspect the #merican Ladies' Hospital. 0f course
hé's preaching at all these places about a Medical History of the War
and has started records, etC., and has got the War.Department at it.”
Clleia *

Even on a Sunday evening at Christ Church he writesy /ﬁé’this to Col-
onel Birkett, the 0. C. of the MoGill Hospital Unit:

Christ Church, Oxford,

6th [December]

Dear Birkett 1 had an interview with Keogh, the Dir. Gen.:}sgﬁgéj
5. yesterday and cabled his views. He had not heard of the offer! -
these things come through very slowlye. The position is this. There are
five or six large English Base Hospitals, as many as can be deélt with
from the front  They are chi;fly ;t Boulogne & neighbourhood - but the
tenure of the coast is just now so uncertain that the War Office c annot
undertake any new hospitals in this region. He says if you a&ll came
over“ﬁﬁgi;§2§ there would be only delay and disappointment. As it is
the Canadian nurses have been kicking their heels - & no doubt cussing! -
in London for some weeks & are only now getting drafted into work The
French are sadly in need of help & I have written to Chauffard asking if
the French Govt. could utilize a Hospital unit raised in Canada of men
épeaking French - but not of course mentioning names. It will be same

time, I hear, beiore the Canadian contingent will Jbe fit %0 leave.

K. insists that half trained men only embarrass the Generals. Things are
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going pretty well. The country is in fine spirits and 'tis aure a good

omen that in the end of the 3rd month the Germans have not yet finished

with Belgiume. We are very busy. I am seeing a great deal of interest.

Keogh was greatly touched with your offer & not a little surprised.
On December 10th Lady Osler writes that the Medical Examiners had
been there over Sunday and all the week; that they are busy putting

warm sleeves into 1,000 waistcoats and making pyjamas for the hospital;
_that the ehauffeur is ill with bronchitis which is inconvenient as they
have so many steps to take; that one of the Belgian ladies with five
children under seven is expecting another and will go to the 4Acland

: w

Home - "they haven't a penny except what we give them and children only
speak Flemish"; that each day there is someone to help in a different
way - "as for Willie I hardly know how he lives, people ask so many fa-

s

vours of him"; that they were not sending any Christmas presents for 'the
money simply flies here in the many things one wants to do.' And again

she writes: "I have just come from town - third class - and must go again

Tueeday for a Canadian concert and after that I hope not for months -

-

London gives me the blues." One member cf the family was too much in

London already, as he indicates in the following note of December 7th:
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Dear Lord Iveagh: I am very sorry, but it would be quite impossible
for me to take the Chairmanship of the Governing Body of the Lister In-

stitute. As it is, I have undertaken in London far more than I can at-

tend to properly. With many regrets, &C.

Slowly and ponderously Great Spitain having started unprepared and

/

‘without an army, was swmanoning all her resources. The East Coast affair

had amounted merely to a raid which came off on December'16th'when a few
innocent people were killed at Scarborough and elsewhere by long-range

naval guns. But this and the few early air-raids had thoroughly aroused

the country. It must be finished hhis'time, once and for all, was tbe feel-
ing that had slowly made its way into every English household - no more Ger-
man militarism for us - no more:'Deutschland Uber Alles' - no talk of peace
without victory here, whatever lMr. Wilson may Say; for should the German

Jar Party remain in power‘this might easily happen again. Osler knew this

as well as Mr. Page and his juniors at the Embassy. "7he horror of it no man
xnows" writes Mr. Page to Col. House on December 12th. "The news is suppressed,

but four of the crack régiments of this kingdom - regiments that contained

the flower of this land and to which it was a distinction to belong -
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have been practically annihilated twice.‘aattheir ranks are filled up and
you never hear a murmure. Presently it'll be true hardly a title or estate
in England will go to its natural heir - the heir has been killed. Yet
not a murmur: for England is threatened with invasion. Tﬂey'll all die
first."

Among his Christmas letters Osler writes on the 1l4th to Mrs. Brewster:

i This should reach you Xmas Eve by the Lusitania - if she has luck;
& takes our greetings. . «We are struggling through the winter in
fairly good ‘spirits and everything looks more hoPeful.v We see too much
of the tragedies to make life very happy. I wish you couf%‘;;e our draw-
ing=-room - turned intc a Galleries Lafayette for the wives of he Be;gian
professors, who work at their clothing every morning from 9 - 1. Grace
| has a dressmaker for them & half a dozen sewing machines We have nearly
100 in 16 families Poor things! it is an appalling tragedy for them,
and there are such nice women among them. Then G. bosses one of the big
laboratories with fifty of the University women working for the soldiers.
These N. E. women are full of vitality.

Revere has been in the Oxford Training Corps but has not had enough
for a commission.—.His héaft is not much set in the hilitary life Litera-

ture, books & art. He and 1 are so congenial mentally. It is delightful

to have him take to these things spontaneously. I could not filch one of
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his little etchings for you - he says they are not fit to send to any
one. . «Uncle Neds book on the war is A.l. He sent six copies & I
have passed them on to Asquith, Edward Grey, Harcourt & Haldane & one to
the secretary of the publicity dept. I am very sad about all my good
German friends. 1 wonder where Truth is? - bottom of an Artesian well
these times! I wish I was sailing bn the Lusitania . Lowe %0 R. B.

& the darlings. Yours affectionately, W% OSLER. . I do mot know what

we should have done without the packing-cases of clothing from 4merica -

-i?d the money. G. has raised $15,000.

Aﬁd on the same day to ﬁ. B. Jacobs: "It will be rather & sad Christmas over
here for éo many people but on the whole there is much to bé thankful for.
Things are a great deal better than anyone could have hoped - well on in

the fifth month of the war, and Belgium not yet finished with. There are
fully 1000000 men in training here and the spirit of the country is A.l."
The spirit of the 'Open Arms' was equally A.l. "I had an unusually busy
time last week," Lady Oslép writes her sister at Christmas time. '"We had

S0 many orders at our work-room - 3 dozen shirts - 500 surgical dressings -

2 doz. felt mits for navy - 200 holdalls and 200 housewives. Mrs. Balfour

the other boss got appendicitis and Mrs. Thomson!s brother died so I was

much rushed." And then she continues:

Sy
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It was a business getting the presents distributed 325. I got the names, -
Py

sex and ages of all hhe professors' children - then tied and marked them
all - and tied each family's and addressed it to the mother. Then I
sent what was left to the General Committee and to various people who
had Beigians to look after. The other cases have not yet arrived - 1
had a case from Marjorie of shirts, socks and wooleys - which were sent
off mostly to the front and to the Canadians at Salisbury Plain. Jack
McCrae was here Sunday and said £is men needed socks badly. While I was
packing them off came a message from Mrs. Griffith next door to know it
I could help her with a box for her nephew in the trenches - that's the
way all the time}and shirts and heavy scarfs and‘jerseys are always in

| demand.
g

.

Accompanied by young Dr. Malloch who was on Christmas leave from
Depage's hospital at La Pamme, Osler went to an auction in town the day
before Christmas, and Malloch writes in his journal: "Sir WA so pleased

that he got Aristotle's Opera ﬁttt:nv:%t@g}and bought Jonathon Hutchin-
son's collection to give the J. H. He Some American paying for it at

580 - about 10000 drawings. We decorated a small Christmas tree in the

evening and Sir W® told of his school escapades in Dundas and of being

. : Gud.a.d»?01cz;
expelled." "Some of the Canadian contingent spent Xmas with us," Sséer
Xt trtoe 1) o Bultey JInends, (3a Sy
qmnrhagﬂfgﬂﬂaggrwright eday—er—twolater. "They have had a deuce of a
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time with rain and mude the worst winter we have for years. The country
is in fine form and very hopeful." And his wife's long letter to her sis-
Sh:%7 %
ter on Christmas night tells of the morning Ewelmei/é/cheery lucheon
; ¢

at .home to which the Max-MUller children came in for dessert; an%/%ge
afterncon in the hospital and Infirmary where the wounded had a wonder-
ful day, though 'one hardly dares think of the men in the trenches - it's

cold here and must be ghastly there,'

\

On New Year's Eve Osler writes of all this in a letter to Mrse.
Brewsters.

~~ Dear Mabel What a darling! Such a merry happy face!  You muet
be crazy about her. 1 can imagine the family worship of you & R. B. &
Sylvia. I am sorry not to see her in this stage as there is nothing so
adorable as a jolly healthy baby. We have had a full house for,xmas.
A nephew and his friend, privates in the Canadian contingent, a great ne-
phew who is at school near Oxford, and a young Cénadia; friend whose

husband is in the trenchese. We all went to Ewleme for church and dis-

tributed the Xmas dinners to the 13 o0ld men. Grace has not had time to

jcomes Yesterday 24 barrels of apples werqﬁnloaded from a van at the door,
|

think of anything but the Belgians and acting as a distributing agent for

American presents. Really it is wonderful! Every week big packing cases
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| for the wounded soldiers at the Base Hospital. We are having a very
happy holiday with Revere - such a chip of the old block in his devotion
toc books. He has developed sc¢ rapidly, and you never met anyone with a
more delightful taste in literature. It is & shame to have his studies
interrupted, but he goes on with the military‘training & will take a com-
mission when ready. My library grows apace -~ all sorts of treasures
come in - a beauty this week, the Editio principes of Aristotle 1495
bound by’}érome._ My bountitful brother E. B. sends an occasiocnal fat

. |cheque to0 meet my extravagemces, as he knows ﬁy medical and scientific
books are being collected for Canada. Awful weather! the worst winter
we have had. The raids & bombs are doing much good - except to the poor
sufferers - in rousing the country. The American Commission in Belgium
is doing a marvellous worke. We had one of the committée here yesterday

- 49 vessels have already reached Rotterdam! Love to the darlings &

Qlessings on you al for 1915. Yours affectionatély, W2 OSLER.

And Revere - a chip of the old\Plock’in his growing devotion to books?
But far more like his great-great-grandfather - he of the'midnight ride -
in his tastes and occupations, skilful with tools and with his pencil,

a self-taught etcher; and with his rod. "Revere's heart is not in drill

or in the war," writes his mother; "a great question must be decided about

him soon, and of course he will do his duty when the time comes."
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(/' Revere Osler to H. B. Jacobs. Dec. 27th.

Dear Dr..Jacobs, Thank you very much for your card and your kind-
| ness in remembering me amid all this excitement. In spite of everything
we have had a happy Christmas. Mother is well as usual & so likewise
Dad and myself, 'for which,' as Pepys would say, 'God Dbe praised. '

Dad has given me, (I am telling everyone I meet this, out of Jjoy) a
first edition of Dr. Walton's life of Herbert - a perfect gem of a book,
uhcut, unsoiled and just as it left the hands of the printer and perhaps
of Walton himself. You will pardon my enthusiasm for you no doubt know
-it yourself, :

The fishing goes well & I f£ind that in proportion as one's skill in-
creases so does the Thames appear the more unworthy of the abuse which
it is customary to bestow upon it. Some day I hope you will come and we
will make an expedition with rods and good Waltonian bait to New Bridge
or Egham, or some other famous place on its bankse. My regards 1o lrs.
Jacobs. Yours affectionately,

Revere (discip. Iz. Wa.)
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