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?/// ‘ Bodleian Library
; ' Oxford

Jan. 1906
PRIVATE

- PROPOSED RE CHASE FQR THE BODLEIAN
OF THE ORIGINAL BODLEIAN COPY OF
THE 1st/FOLIO SHA;;ESPEAm (1623)
In 1623 or 1624 the Company of Stationers sent to the Bodleian in sheets
a2 copy of the newly published first collected edition of Shakespeare's ﬁorks.
They did so under an agreement made with them by Sir Thomas Bodley in 1610-11.
In those days there was no Copyright-act, so that the copy sent by the Company
| to the‘Bodleian may be said to be the one most authentic copy existing. '1t
is the only one which can be regarded as a standard exemplar. It was the copy
selected by the'publishér for permanent preservation.' 4
e Beaietas sent the sheets on Feb. 17, 1623, to the Oxford binder,
William Wildgoose, and on its return the book was duly chained on the shelves,
where it remained fill 1664. But in 1674 it had disappeared from the catalogue.
The Bodlelan Statute then in force contained a most unhappy clause allowing
R -

the Curators, if unanimous, to consign books to be changed.%dr others of a

better edition, or to be removed as superfluous and of little use. And there

is no reasonable doubt that the First Folio was got rid of between Sept. 1663
and Sept. 1664, among a number of 'superfluous Library Books sold by order of

the Curators' for which an Oxford bookseller, Richard Davis, paid the Library

£24. For in 1664 there had cdme into the Library the 2nd issue of the Third

Folio, containing 7 additional plays - though it is now admitted that 6 of

| these are not Shakespeare's, and that of the 7th (Pericles) he only wrote bart.
The subsequent history of the First Folio thus thrown out as 'superfluous'

is unknown till about the middle of the 18th cent.. Apparently at some time

before 1759 it was acquired by Mr. Richard Turbutt, of Ogston Hall, Derbyshire,

; énd now belongs to his great-great-grandson, Mr. W. G. 2urbutt, J.P., D.L., an



[

0old Christ Church man.

On Jan. 23, 1905, Mr. Turbutt's son, Mr. G. M. R. Turbutt, Bed<, of
Magdalen, brought the book, whiqh had suffered some damage, to Mr. F. Madan,
senior Sub-Librarian of the Bodleian, to ask his advice about it. As it was
in ancient binding,.Mr. lMadan showed it to Mr. Strickland Gibson, also of the
Bodleian staff, who has rapidly made a reputation as one of the chief British
authorities on the history of binding. Mr. Gibson at once saw that it was .

Oxford binding, and in a few minutes had found the proofs that it was the old

Bodleian copy.

I lost no time in writing to Mr. Turbutt to ask whether he would consent

to allow the volume to be repurchased for the Bodleian by subscriptions from

prast and present members of the University, and offered to submit to him

proposals for valuation. He was unable to reply definitely then, but near
the end of October he informed us that he had received an offer of £3000 for a
rurchaser who was represented by a certain well kmown London firm, and that he

had suspended his answer for a month in the hope that the Bodleian might be

e oo

able to give the same price. He has since most generously extended the time

for doing so till March 31. . +« = o
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so,well%expressed in Matthew Arnold's line - "We mortal millions live -
glgggﬁ.‘éEven in populous districts the practice of medicine is a lone-
ly road éhich winds up~hill all the way and a man may easily go astray
and nevér reach the Delectable Mountains unless he early finds those

shepherg guides of which Bunyan tells, Knowledge, Experience, Watchful

and §in§ere. The circumstances of life mould him into a2 masterful,
self-confident, self-centred man, whose worst ﬁaults often partake of
his best quallti;s. The*pgrll is that should he cease to think for him-
self he becomes a mere auto;%ton, doing a penny-in-the-slot business
which places him on a level ﬁath the chemist's clerk who can hand out
specifics for every ill, froé‘the 'pip!' to the pox. The salt of life
for him is a judicious scept@clsm, not the coarse crude form, but the
sober sense of honest doubtfexpressed in the maxim of the sly old sicil=-
ian Epicharmus, "Be sober aﬁé distrustful; these are the sinews of the

"l-‘

understandlng." A—great—eavex St e sCcepties stHitude—e g

|is, as Green the historian remarks, "one iS”never very pRised or angry

to find that one's opponents are in the right, " It ny keep him from
self-deception and from falling\into that medicqy slumber into which so
many dregp, deep as the theological simmber so &ﬁ’hed by Erasmus, in

whigi a man may write letters, debauch hix el;; get drunk, and even make

RReneY = o D e SO eepa inme a S .:f B O-T O —e3 13 zenhim
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The address, which ended with the following paragraph, would almost stand as
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between the lines:
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