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Box 169 Route 1

Van Nuys California

July 9 1925
Dear Helen,Wilder and Wilder Yunior and Ruth Mary--
Surely 1 would like to know how you are and what you are doing,and all the things
that would be good to know.

I know that I promisé& fo Qrite immediately all of the first impressions--and
I did mean to keep my promise,but for over a week I was without my typewriter, and
oh, there have been so many things---eeeceaaa-.

But I believe that I have been able to hold first impressions in a fair way, and
this morning, sitting in the houss all alone,looking out over the garden picture
framed by the open casement windows with be}ond/the Feixjoia on the right--towards the
street end the arbor covered with the Gegile Brunner on the left towards the back
garden,I can see the little grape-fruit tree with two of the fruits, saved for my
eating, the low, bright colored border of verbenas in front-- leading out to the
street the row of gay dahlias,back of that a mass of tall white ihas}as--that never
grew so tall before and brings a suspicion that possibly their roots have penetrated
the big pipe that leads out from the cesspool,and so are to blame for some trouble

that waits 1nvest1gatlon--back of the Shastas are more dahiias and back of them

the dwarf pear trees with tall hollyhocks between--such a riotous,gay mass of color,
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Beyond is the field of tomatoes and beyond a field of corn and a mass of trees and
clouds,masking the blue sky.All of this from my east window,

Alone in the house--for Mr and Mrs bewis have gone to Santa Monica to fill
another position with more money in it for them., He as gardener and she as cook--
A choice place for bokh of them. They left last Monday night, Addie went back to
Beverly on Sunday to be with the Burgess's for another two weeks whén she will

probably come back to me for an indefinite time,
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1 had sent word for them not to try and get in to meet me, but I would get my
breakfast at the station and wait until = more desirable hour--as I was due here
at 7,50, I did sort of think that Will would be at the train and take me home to
breakfast and the folks wouldigather there later in the morning--and so it might
have happened--or 1 mean will and winifred would probably have been at the station
but Will had promised to take John out to a x.M.d.A camp and the call came for
four o'clock that morning,

ihe first one 1 saw was dear Rutﬁ; and we were no more unclasped than Mame
took her place--and then there was é:; handsome Wilder Bill--and in a minute came
Jack who had stationed himself farther down the line of cars,so as not to miss me,
Jack went on to the city where he had business,and Wilder drove us out to Lanker-
shim where the rest of the family--except Herbert were ready for us, Mame was having
new paper put on the front room and the diningroom getting ready to be painted so
we had breakfast in her pretty kitchen which had been freshly done over and looked
"swank',.offee, toast and strawberries tasted mighty good--and the children? Well,
they looked mighty good. Jean has not changed so0 much--tut Patricia? bless me she
has shot up like g weed,and is growing so pretty, I did not ask her if she could,
or would,stand on her head as she did the last time I saw her--but she put on quite
an air of dignity when she told me she was ready for‘LawConte high school in Septem~
ber, And Wilder is ready for senior work in high school and Fred éassed--and Deak
wanted to say the same thing but mother had to explain that he passed,but with g
condition that muat be worked off this aummer--that was because he had been sick
during the winter and wemix when he went back he seemed so weak his teacher would
not consent te¢ his catching uﬁ in everything, But he would be ready for passing in
September. The little house under the walnut %rees wag very sweet--and the garden

full of flowers-~-although the gophers had been at work in the dahlias and some

needed tying up and the trap set--and Mame and Wilder and the two little boys were
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busy for a time, Although Fred tock time before we left to whisper to his rmother,
disappear for a few mlnutes ,end re-appear with his new long trousers, :2 be admired
and wondered over, Deak has them too-=~but he only pute his on when he has to do so
to get really dressed up., Mame looks much better in health--and they were all
dresaed 80 well--Lankershim is more of a city than it is out in the Van Nuys country
where we live and where Davié's favorite seat is in the dust under the apricot

iree,

After break fast wilder and Meme and the llttle boys brought Ruth and me out
hore, lke three girls and their three brothers ‘gave me an enthusiastic welcome--
Stuart loved me right away,but I soon discovered that it was only because I was

sitting in the car --and he had hobes. He will have nothing to do with me now--
except as he plays games with me from the shelter of Elizabeth's arms. He lost con-
fidence in me,I gueés. Stuart is a dear,and a very good-locker, but David is my boy
still, Handsome a8 can be--even though his eyes do not match as to shape, Bright
and alert but rather tempermental,almost more than mother ean handle, Very much as
his sister Margaret used to be es to hysterics when thwarted--and something like
his Uncle wilder, in some ways, .

Bogs has the face of the little boy still,but his legs have grown‘so long
that it looks more awkward than ever, He is wild to do some athletics--but it is
suspected that the several costumes that go with athletlcs have more of a drawing
power then the mctual work that should come first, The boys at school cell him
”Steém-roller“ When asked why? He grinned and seid,“Oh I guess because I am so

slow and awkward,"® He and Jack were running a race,and Jack said all he could

'”?hear was “plunk,plunk,plunk like an old horse coming down the treck--he “can't

even run" ,but he is long angd growing fast,and a dear boy., He is backward with his
reading and éﬁéll;ng,and 50 he end I gre getting acquainted. He comes over here right

after dinner at nlght,and he reads sloud- from the jungle book and we talk over the

Fm



words he does not know--but there are not so many words that he does not know the

meaning,even if he does not recognize them at sight. His gréatest trouble is that

he sees carelessly--is apt to read it as he would say it rether then as the author
does say it.Not "outside the house" but outside of the housé--etc.

I have been long in coming to the three girla—-fhose blessed girls., They are
so very attractive and so very unlike each other,Elizabeth is so proud of Mérgaret
and all that she has accomplished this past yeer.Margaret islgo pretty,so smart,so
popular--and to hear Elizabeth tell about how surprised she is to see how Margaret
has changed and how people love her --how she cen talk,can play,etc etc-~in her own
peculiar and interesting drawl--is most entertaining. And Margaret gigglés and lets
it roll off her consciousness---seemingly. And Faith? well she cen sing,and she
is pretty and bright and sweet----Not és tall as the other two---"No,you are not
lgﬁilg,kaith,but you are so short"--says sister Elizabeth, And that first evening
we had some music--~David sang first--some that he has Been taught--but the most
intéresting ones were the ones he had picked up from hearing the operet%a sung
day afte} day at héme--and his own words were given with spirit--words that seemed
to him to be the ones sung., he tune is carried perfectly and his voice is true and
strong.then Bobs smang some of his school songs ~without adcompaniment.

Then wlizabeth played for Maragret with the horn snd Faith with the violin--

and it was all pood music, They toleraté no jazz--they just naturally like reel
music better. Margaret gets some mighty good tones on her "trumpet“ aﬁ% her
instrument is called -—not‘a cornet=-- And she plays some very nice solos, And
Faith sang--her own accompaniment and one without the pisno, when one realizes
that ¥Faith has never had but six pisno lessons--when Cousin florence was here two
years ago---and then hears the difficult accompaniments she is able to play -one
wonders how she does'it--and then Margaret has had so little help with her instru-

ment--- Jack said'one dey to Ruth,with a tremble in his veoice--"Do you know Ruth

we reglly have a musical family?" Bless his heart a musical family is what he so
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much wanted. He is looking much better than he did a Year ago, He has worked all
of the hours possible this year---but he has been able to see th;t he wes doing
gopd work,and that has made it easier, Last year.he was worried and feeling his
way along,not being absolutely certain if he were wholly on the right track--for
he differed in meny things from the former principal,who had a big following. But
now he knows pearents,teachers,superintendent,and schocl board are with him,

Ruth has no more fear of past agonies--but the year has told on h;r heavily.
She locks older--the lines have deepenede--===- and she has absolutely nothing to
wear, Just one dress--a lavender gingham? I guess it is a gingham, It has to do
service for everything--but she accepts it all easily. She really is a wonderful
woman, She is quite certain that she is going to work out her problem with her
large family,her small house.and income,ard that all lack will disappear. ‘rhe
insufficient income and the small house really do make her problems greater than
they might be under some other circumstances-----but she has the greatest of all
things in the world--lots of love.: It is a very happy family., More about them
must wait until another letter,for I want tc tell you about the trip to Upland
thet we had yesterday.

0f course I was indebted to Jack for that., Ruth asked ftame to go with us but
she and Herbert were going to a dinner dance and she knew she would be toc tired-
and it was lucky for we did not get home much before nine o'clock, The poor old
car is still doing good service I do not see how it holds together for sc much work,

we left here about ten-thirty yesterday morning, I had had a letter from Mrs
K.begging me to write for the San Diego Kermoiis were £o be with them for about
two weeks end she did not know when she could get down here, I wrote her that
we would be there either Wednesday or Thursday--and it was good that I did for

Dr.and the guests went to Mt.,Baldy and Mrs.K,stayed at home for fear we would

come, I am glad we did not disappoint her,too, The house is 80 pretty and ever
little convenience one can think of has been put in, Your mother looked very well,



and your feather looks better than I have seen him for a long time, He is gaining in

flesh again, I wore the pretty new dress,thc latest one,and your mother wéited te

‘put ner hends on it because you had made it. She asked all sorts of questions~and we

flew =round the circle touching this point end that but finishing up none. Jack said
he reali@zed that it would take some hours for me to tell a1l she wanted to hear and
‘when your father goes to Hudson as he intends doing soon,he will take me up there
gain, We went to the Claremont Inn for lunch on our way to Upland and there in-
““\\ quired abouters Aingman, We were directed to her house, but they had taken another

| ;::;- ﬁ\qa'house for the month as they had a chance to rent hers for some long time. We found \

Mex there,however,very busy in packing up Mrs Kinguan‘s things, He went- with us to [

D

’\\\3 : see his wife and mother. Mrs Kingman looked very attractive and Kdith was more so _i
than ever I thought. tack and Kuth enjoyed meeting them ell, They still think there T

| ‘will be no trouble in their sailing as planned. We were taliking of the mis- 3

chief that little children can think up to do,and ndith told of a few of the thing; A“l

Patty did while they were viviting in Ridgewood,where they wanted to meke a very good
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impression,naturally, One night she was put to bed,and after dinner was found with !
\

the soles of her feet well inked, How much she spilled,was not told. ‘The next night

she got hold of some green dye her mother had been using--she had dyed a fine handker

chief and five hand towels and her nightdress. Another night she had taken some cold
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o cresm and rubbed it into all of the shoes that were to be found--inside and out--
and then had btlacked the most of them with brown shoe polish, Fortunately wdith's

best pair were brown,and look pretty well although still one is a derker brown
than the other. ‘they stopped five days in Chicago for & visit--"But we never let

.. her out of our sight," Yet the child had done nothing wrong, ohe was doing,as nearly
Y vgs she could what she had seen others doing,and she had no playmates, We did not
see her,as she was napping, Your mother was determined that we should siay for
dinner,but we expected the MacQuarries out and felt we must not--we did miss them
after all--- So she made coffee and put bread and butter and cookies and cake and
jelly and jem and cheese--I guess I have named them all--on the diningtable in the
kitchen alcove and we ate so much we did not need any dinner when we reached home,

I find so much to do.yet it is rather lonely here all alone too,
- Wwhere in the world is Wilder's picture? 1 could have sworn that I packed it--but
%, %egg ﬁ?tniéﬁfnlﬁiné %gofg sorry-=that will give you another thing to pack--and I
\ : But I love you,and want to hear from you

queke did not touch us nor frighten us,though some clocks werejstogggg.igoﬁffe W
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"Miles and miles of

,it is the people who
"there are but they are such pretiy tungalows,

cuth who love it out here.

bungalows

I guess if the truth were known

love

Tell me about yourself,fielen,and about the children-

,and the ones living in them are happy=~in

in the main
the main,

Loving you all- Mother,

Indeed I have asked several people why we who love California do so. I have

received several answers from-the one who said "why ‘it is the air." to the ‘Alertness
of<the peopleq%he climaté,the energyﬁ-etc. une said,and by the way that was Rowley
Clarke,Wilder,"Oh I like the people--look at the Box 169 Route 1

wey they put through that harbor- They had tc have\ Van Nuys,California

one even though it was 20 miles away--They got what\July 19 1925

they could from the government--and every man of them went dovm intc his pocket for
Dear Children:. the rest. It was done by the people,not by the rich."

I know I am not writing very often,three postalé on the train,and
this only my second letter éince I came home, And yet---I have no£ frittered
away any &ime except the time 1 have spant in my nightdress trying to be as
comfortable as circumstances--over which I ha?e no control--will allow me.

Helen said"Sometsme 1 will go out to bos Angeles and 1 will see
if all'you have said is true®---- well, I am glad that you did noﬁ come home with
me this summer for youiwould have found that some things I said about the cool
nights were nof true. Never have I seen hot nights before in California--but
some nights we have ogfghbeen able to endure more than the sheet over us. Hot
days we have had in the San fernando valley--but the nights have alsways bean
delightful, 0Of course it is'cooler in the city than it is out here in the valley.
Then to.add to our physical discomfort--a week ago yesterdgy they began ploughing
up Valerio street preparatory to grading,and the dust--well, the dust is a fright.
Ruth éays it is like child-birth--the agony that‘precedes the joy that a man
is born to the world,so we are béing f&ll of courage in the thinking of the joy
that will be ours when we have a paved street to live on. byt pessimistic Elizabeth
says--"Yes,and then we_will be worrying about the babies, for with no traffic laws
out here,and nothing iﬁ the way--how they will speed--"

I have spoken of Eliot Austeén with whom David plays? He is six
‘years old and is most active--not a thinker,you understand, I never knew of his
sitting down quietlf and playing by himself,he is into something every minute
of the day--and his day begins very early,he seems to require less sleep than

is normal for a child of his age. He"runs in cércles all around Davig" as Ruth

puts it, He is too old<for David and too active for David's mother., However
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he lives across the street andoirother Charles--a different temperamentyend of
Bob's age--is busy helping his father when-he is not in school iiot has only
Dav1d to work off his energy on, MIS auSitin i85 a dear and tries to help Ruth

through Eliot,but she cannot conceive of his 1v1ng——-and well, Ruth cannot agfee

>with her, If David is called home the advice he receives is "non't answer"

If they want a cookie--"Don't ésk,she wont»see you,go and get it". They have
2 kitten and a pup over fo the house,and a stray kitten jusf the size of theif
o&n came to them, They did not want the kitten,did not like it,it was not
attractive,but it was nearly starved,and of course Ruth cared for it, One d&y
at dinner she said "Why?wonder where ‘the stray kitten is? I called it for
vreakfast and it ﬁid not come and I have not seen it all day.“ Triumphantly and
happily David spoke up--“Oh I know whére it is Eliot hénged it," end he had;-—;
Bu% what I started to say is that right out in front of my driveway--s0 no one ..
could drive in,is a furrow of dust fully two feet hlgh—-and that is where Ellot
and Pavid wallow-- actually,as though they were swimming in the sea. 1 sent them
awaf from there-—but they went over on t?e Austin side and Eliot grinned at ne,
and they kept on wallow1ng. 1 wondered what hélen would do to Wilder--at four-~
chould she have that 1o contend with, HRuth groans,and waits until he has to come
in the house and thenrdumpé him into the tub--but he hates to have his ears and
head écrﬁbbed,and gt is a very inconvenient time just as they are ready 1o sit
down to dinner, :

And that‘reminds me;-l wés going to tell you about the girl's plans for
the summer. There was such a rush for work at Boos' Cafeteria at Catalina,although
the girls had been engaged,they did not get the places. rhere were at least
thirty boys and girls--high scﬁool end college-- went over there and camped at the

doors. They agreed 1o work for ndthing if they might have their mesls and beds

furnished them, John Lamott said there were more applicants than tourists.



There is a very good trade school in Los Angeles and Jack proposed that they go
in and learn the beauty parlor work that they might have one more thing to offer
in order to pay their way while at Pomona, If would be pleasantes,perhaps, and
more remunerative than waiting on table etc. So they are going in on the 6,30
in the morningﬁand coming back at t#o, Then from the car Elizabeth goes to the
Crystal Plunge. About two - years agé Mr Caldwell,who was a business man here in
Van Nuys, and whose daughter was a friend of Elizabeth's opened the Chystal Plunge--
It has been very popular here and other nearby places, because the whole Caldwell
family ére doing the work and it seems most respectable and homey, When Katherine ﬁda%
graduated she went to work there in order to earn money to take her to Berkeley-
for the Plunge is open the year around- Berkeley is open now and she suggested
that Elizabeth take her place for the summer, Three until nine or ten P.M, Forty
cents an hour, She.could not resist the money lure,aithough it makes a very long
hard day,as she is on her feet all cof the time.

Faith sleeps fairly late in the morning but when she does get up she takes
the plann.ng of meals and the preparing of things to put in the lunch baxes, in
fact takes charge of the kitchen, - Of course--the cleaning-children-sewingk she is
not responsible for--nor washing and ironing, Ruth locks after that, Margaret
gels the dinner at night--following Faith's plans. Margaret does the marketing tooc-
for Feith hates to o thet, ;'] “;,{’“ j; 4 i’f‘:’"ﬁ";‘i& R SR A gl i o

l Have you finished Daniel Deronda? 1 have,and am now advised to"read,and
read,and read,all of the'm;éern fiction that I have time for, Naturally,if I
hepe to write for the reading public I need to know what the reading public like

to read. In sending in my first assignment to the new course-BEnglish kxpression-

I did not know that it was really.a test that I was passing, According to tests

* made in all parts of the country--here and in England--it has teen found that the

vocabulary of the average adult conteins 11,C00 words. The vocabulary of adults of
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superior intelligence contains 13.000 words. Yy test showed thet I had a vocabulary

of over 15.000 words. Rut 1 am more amezed than I can say to see how careless 1 5
Ikt

have grown in prohunciation,and gramar. 1 positively don't know so many things, g

a5 well as being careless, The work is most fescinating and suggestive.
gince I came home I have sent off two assignments to the main course and have
finished three sssignments in English Expression. 1 could spend the whole time at
it,but I do have tb spend some hours in just nousework, If I get up at six it
is nine hefore I can get preekfast--and the necessary motions of keeping house

: e peal” &S nd s e B
off my hands. Lunch is salad and bread and butter;-and then it has been t00 hot
for much work. A cold bath makes me ready for things pbout 4.30--but the hotter
it is the more the garden needs watering --and there is no one but me to do it.

little

I .am slaughtering a 1ot of the plants so as to meke it all a jiiieke easier but
s e | ‘;),cw,iy"“ [

by the time dinner is over Bobs is here for the reading. We read--he reads a
y

N

nalf hour--and he insists on .getting that half hour of work done, too--and then 1
read, He must go home by nine o'clock---and then I undress and rgad a little,

and go to bed. I see no one--tut that is all right--only there is no one time in
the day when I can put -on my vest clothes. 1 do not enjoy the dirty work in the
evening .after my bath. But on the other hand--I1 have & concert_given by the
mocking birds two OT three times a day-~end I love.it,

Speaking of baths--I made up ™Y mind there was no sense in not being abbe 1o
get in and out of the tub--Well,I do it, but it is funny how I do it. ‘The other
day 1 said,aloud,“Well,how gg_people sit down in the tub, anyway." I had tried so
many different motions--as 1 spoke the words,my.foot glipped--and I sat down, but
1 gid not really 3ike that way of doing it. :

On the way to Upland,Ruth and I saw Jack's shoulders shaking—-"Did you seeé
that signt" It read "Masterpiece fertilizer here.® But that gid not strike me
as being as ludicrous as "Gas Shoppe" on a gas station, But oh the "Gas shoppe"
or gask staticns are @ joy., I did tell the truth there Helen. shining windows,
paint,counters,everything spick and span and the men dressed in white--no troukle
about dirty money coming from their hands. and another thing that struck me
particularly,was the jolly menner of the traffic cops. They were willing to joke
with you even if they were obliged to-warn-you of some infractiocn of the law., 1 am

%elliﬁtmthé”fiuth tnere too. +0Of course,you might object to the dust and the brown=
lock of many S ots--but before I become weary of that--there will be & vonderful

green spot to lock pt--and there are no wasie papers lying around te
5 g ; A mek igw
gusted with city housekeepig--and there again 1 told the truth odbifls
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covered books? BRless her heart--so do 1. I have begged a paper from Herbert to
copy off for you,for I know that you will be glad to read it,Wilder dear--

God bless you both and kiss each other and the childrea for me, Romember me to
Alice--and to any of the friends Box' 169 Reute 1

W £ fothe e
who ask for me.Mothier. Van Nuys,California

: July 29 1945
Dear Children:

I surely am late this week in writing my letter--unless we call it
early in writing this week's letter, but-==--~ Yes,Ruth has been ill again,
She ;orged herself to death--that was all. BS.e thinks she must prove ihe power
of God to keep her safe from illness nc matter what éhe does--and so she does too
mucn, You know what Jesus s#id when the devil asked him to prove that he was
the Son of God by throwing himseif off the roof of the temple?! "It is wriiien $Bou
shali not tempt thelord thy God," I tell Ruth that is what she is doing, for even
a strong person who had never been illlcould scarcely do all she has tried 1o do.

The 18th.was their enniversary and they wegt in town for dipner and to
see White Collars., The theater is small and rather warm and R;th had a turn of
"petit mal"? is that what you call it?l-- Jack got her out and after e time she
thought she could go back and sit in the back seat,but another attack --and they
left. Jack wanted to go to a hosbitul--to a Drﬂ but she did not and then he asked if
she would like to go to Miss Mc Craken--she did.and they went--and later Jack con-
fessed that he felt so easy when he knew she was with Migs Mc “raken that he went
to sleesp and slept all through the traatment., She was in bed much of Sunday, but
Monday was a hard day and when he came home at ten o'clock that svening--she was
having qonsiderable trouble,and the littls attacks were coming oftener, He felt it
was a critical night--he movea their bed over here and itelephoned Miss lcCraken
ggqin. She went through the night beautifully,but it was a hard week and we had to
keep in touch with Miss McCraken every day. Saturday she felt stronger and Jack

took her down to Winifred's for a visii over Sunday and Monday. He stayed with her

the first night,although I iave not found out yet where he slept, and he said she

slept wonderfully that might too, He came home ia time for breekfast and went



back in the afternoon although he came home to sleep.

Ruth had made an appointment a week before with the high mogul of the bobbed
hair shears--snd it was te be on this Monday--s90 Mondaj evening Jack brought her
home bobbed and marcelled—-and she looks better tham I would have believed possible.
The change? The bobted hair? or Miss McCraken?----at any rate she is like the
old-time Ruth again,and has gone back home bed and all.

I had sent over for Aunt Addie ‘to come and she came oOn Wednesday. I thought
she would nelpmFaith with the work over there,but she thought better te siay here
and take charge of the cooking---but oh dear,my studying has been slashed to bits,

I have not told you what Jack is doing--ne is still working for ﬁhe Board of
Education,but in the capacity of common laborer--a painter, He getis seven dollars
a day--leaves here at 6.0 in the morning and comes nome at night so tired he can
scarcely speak. The anxiety of last week did not make hiu feel any better, He also
xeeps offise hours at ihe school twe evenings each week,

Then I must tell you about Will's promotion,--- There are four grades of teacher)
instructors--assisstant professore--tnat 1s whnat ge was last year--associate
professors and full professors. He expected to be raised to associate aad would
nave been perfectly satisfied. He has been made full professor and is Director
of the Metropolitan Cellege of the University of Southern Calofornia--which is the
same rank as Dean, He has all of tne administration work under his supervisien.
1+ is a very hard position to fill as it must pay its own expenses and is so new
a propositiomn, There are only three more such schools in the country. One in New
York one in Boston and one in Chicago. He is very pleased and Winifred is very
proud--as she has a right to be., Mrs Dorsey--the superlntendent of the L,A.schools
in speaking of Jack to Will said "Oh he is fine--he is a jewel™-- She has S0 much
of jealousy and friction of many kinds that when she finds a competent executive

who will co-operate with her she appreciates it,



On Saturday I am going to celebrate the anniversary of Herbert and Mame,
I tried once before when Dr.Bickford was here to have it down town--I could not
have anything on Ruth's anniversary~-and now I have this one--here on Saturday
at 5.30, I shall make it as simple as possible,I call it supper instead of dinner-
Cold roast-creamed potatoes-peas-rolls--celery and the little f;xings like jelly,
olives, gherkins- Coffee----- Ice cream and cake--candied oranéé peel and Ginger.
Besides the Ingli and Penfields the MacQuarries and Louise Clark, Nine of us,
S0 again my studying will be mutilated--I think I shall have to go off to the
mountains and bury myself---well you know,of course,it is all right,but you know
too,the vow I made? That nothing should stand in my way? Funny,isn't it?

I do not see that there is much chance of your getting a picture from me
very soon,Helen dear--I have lost no weight so far,

Oh I hope that you are feeling all right,l suppsse that you are out of
bed again,and being very quiet znd hopeful, Burglars--c¢f all things. I am glad
thay did no more harm than they did., Your irip must have Leea delightful and
restful for you all. And Alice enjoyed it too--good.

The children evidently did not go to the CoanS -And they will be coming back
goon,l suppose, Let me hear all about the work at the hospital as well as all of
the home news, ¥iss the dear children for me, Tell Wilder Jqpior that while I was
reading Treasure lsland to Bobs this evening he picked something out of his mouth-
and I said "What was that,a tooth?" and he smiled and said"yes I have been working
at it for some days." It brought back to me the hard time Wilder had with his
tooth that would not come for him,

I came in here to go to bed and found this letter half written and thought
I would sleep better if I should finish it--but I must go to bed now. I get up

at six,but it is nearly ten,usually before the nesessary work is over and I get



to work here, I do not know how long Aunt Addie will‘stay—-she is determined to
- pet some position so that she can get some debis éaid and a little bit ahead,and
then she will hope ithings will come about so that'she.can have a settled incoms,

Oh dear,she should not be obliged to work at her time of life--and she has always
done so much for all of her relatives,instead of making her own tank account
larger, Well,I must ndt worry about it--doe it not seem sometimes that every
friend ones has needs sympathy for one reason or ‘another?

Last Sunday Addie and I determined to go im towntoe chufch--and other things,

We missed the 9,43 car and waited in the station until 1C.s43--reached the church

at 11.45.. Tnought it best not to disturb the worshippers and so sat in the pretiy
parlor until service was over. Then Addie stood at one door and I at the other and
looked over the whole congregation--The MacQuarr.es were not there--they .ad gone to
Hermosa to church,taking Ruth with the, Eizabeth Freeman was not there--she had
written me and I had not answered--and did not want to ask her toc come out nere
just now--so thought I would ask her to have dinner witﬁ us--and Miss McCraken was
not tnere and we had some questions we wamted to ask her. Thus far the day had not
been very successful, but the rest of the day was better., - We had dinner al lhe hotel
and were so leng about that we had no time to sit in the lobby upstairs and watch
people for a while,so we went right out to see Cottie--for that was really the main
plan for the.day. She was in iire hospital had been there for three weeks and was
anxious to get back te her own room, She looked weak and sick--has her hair bobbed

to00,because it was easier for tllea or herself to take care of it,and positively sihe

looks well with it too. We stayed there for some time and then went on to Lankershim

as we had made arrangemenis to do, We had 'supper there and Herbert and Mame brought
us home dead tired and ready for bed. Wilder is at Hel Monte in camp for a month,
Pati goes to camp for tenvdays with the Camp Fire girls on Friday and next Friday

Jean goes for ten days. The little boys are dearer than ever, How I do wish they

could be with Wilder Junior-- Soume day,perhaps., So dear little Ruth likes leather



Tekea from a luncheon notice to the Lanmkershim Kiwenisms Julp 16 1940

The liktrary speaker was not fortih-coming last week so Herb's repori was
slipped over,and Oh,Boy,whE; a kick the Cluﬁ got out of it, The meeting all the
way through was good. Cocd music,.ood pep,ard good talks,

A heart-throb on our wonderful Herb, A jazzy treat of exquisite pleasure was
given the club when our Herb,geve us a hypodermic of the Elixir of Kiwenig--
his conventioen report, Néver before has just such a kick been slipped over in the
Club that got so completely under the skin of the members,presenting as it did
&ll the gleries of the Kiwanis movement, It was jusi the dose needed at this
particular time., TI{ toeok effect immediately and has done untold good to tne
Lankershim Club, It was s6 keenly put over in Herb's quiet "gentlile" manner,

straight {rom his heart,that it deliciously socaked in and came out imn a genuine

burst of enthusisem from the membership---and is now tine lalk oi lhe town,

That message hnas defined Hert as one of the Kiwenis leaders of Califernia,
and believe me,his abiliiy is recoegnized outside of his ewn Club tooc. Kiwanis
gseeks its leaders, Herb has attracted attentiorn and greater service is to be de-
mended of him from the higher Kiwenis circles. Herb today stands out as Lankershim's

greatest Kiwanian,
Healer Berb's Hypodermic of Elixer of Kiwanis,

Selection of members: Quality not quantity stiressed &t convention,

Men who really know Kiwenis do not drep out,

A strong Club is one which Las some men fully sold on Kiwenis and who are leaders.
The more men sold the strenger the Club,

A Club that"give¥,is strong, One that only "takes" is weak,

Clubs need to work along Methodist lines, They must have reviveals,

You can do as much in Kiwenis &s you have brains to do,

Club members must be enthusisstic or the clubk can get nowhere,

Some of this enthusiasm takes the wrong course,but don't try to curb it===--
Direct it,instead,

- - o - - T e o .

It was stated that the motte of the Kiwanis Club shoudd be “It cannot be done,
therefore we will do it."









































































































way than that I should be able to make this crisis in David's life
better for him and for Ruth--and yet--and vet.

Of course,when we came here)Addia said “Now .remember,you are to
have nothing to do with the running of the house,and I can take care of
* pavid 8ll right." I was to come to my room immediately after breakfast
and stay here until three o'clock in the afternoon. Well,David sleeps in
my room, His nights are,or have been,very restless. He wets the bed,or
has,(he is getting better of all these things,slowly) some half dozen times
during the night--I can tell when it comes by the wave of odor--And he
talks,and sings,almost continpally,some nights, He is not talking,as people
usually talk in their sleep--It is more like delirium--He carries on whole
conversetions,g will sing one of his songs clear through.tune and words
as distinct as_if he were swake, His songs? Ob "Ukele Lady" The Animal
Feir,One Misty,Moisty Morning,and Who's Got my Kitty,Who's got my Cat" etc.
Yeu know I em something of a restless individuaml myself when it comes to
sleeping--and so,there have been nights down here when I have not slept at
ell, Tken in the morning,his bath,my bath and the taking care of the bed--
and I get breakfast-- I come to my room by ten o'clock,perhaps,and am in
no condition to do any thinking,--- Then Addie has not been well,and many
things she had planned to do,she has been unable to do., She wont buy a
loaf of bread without talking it over-~-oh well,the fact is my brain has
been woozy instead of clear--and the worst of it is that old fight between
the W,F,and the D,and the creature I call Jean--has taken all of the joy
out of living, But Jean has won--I believe,and W.F,.D and @o.have been

downed for a while,I think., Now we will see what happens, My first duty
3






















































94--=94-=-96--298--100--100, The girls were so glad to see him last
week when they were down,think he is the handsomest boy they knew--his
manners the finest--etc. And he is as enthusiastic about them. He is with
the fleet at San Pedro--and hopes to see you in New York in the spring,
I know you will.both be glad to become acquainfed with him, Herbert,
George and Wilder are having great times with golf when George is at home,
While Mame was at the Sanatorium--last spring,Herbert went to see her,
and heard himself described as "That fine-looking gray haired "husband of
Mrs Penfield's. A short time ago he was asked if Mame was one of his
gggghteré."You know Mary does look like a kid when she gets all dolled up,"
So you see,the years are telling on the family, honey boy,and you and Helen
must get out here and see them all before you forget how they used to
look,
: Oh please, Mame has asked me so many times to ask if you received
the bound copy of John Martin's book that she sent the children last year?
i coulé not recall thét you had--and I was sure you would have written her,
S0 many things' go ﬁrong in the mails, Mame suggests that I take a
house in Lankershih for a few months so as to allew her children to get
better acquainted with their grandmother. She feels that I know the Ingli
and the younger Penfields families se much better than I know them,

With a heart full ef love for you all-- y
2 Mother

The package came through all right Helen dear--and I was so thankful to
get that photograpg of Wilder. It is hanging up over the mantel,in the
most conspicuous place I could find,and other things are cleared away so
as to meke his face stand out clearly, I do not see how I came to leave it.

When I was studying "art" years ago at school, for some reason,this statue
of Moses was a great favorite,and whenever I have seen pictures of it
since,I have been thrilled--to let you know that we think of other art as
well as Movie art--I send this.






























fun over it--but I think Elizabeth was busy in the kitchen at that time.
- No work gets away from that most conscientious of girls, And how pretty
she is--- George =nd she have never been the very best of friends--have
not approved of each other--but now,they are "keen" on each other--
beauty,manners, etc., Wilder William is abut as thisk through as a match,
and tall--and loving to kiss as much as ever. One of bhe funny sights,
was seeing him "fussing" practical Margaret as they stood in the middle
of the floor. He insisted on kissing her as he held one hand--first on
one side of their noses,and then on the other then a straight kiss and
then with his head in some other position-- She was blushing,and half
reluctant--and he was as gracefully gallant---as Herbert would have been
at his age, He looks so like Herbert,too, Herbert and Mame are very
proud of tneir two big bovs--as they should be-- and when George is home
the two bpys and Herbert are inseparable -spending the most of their
time on the golf links, Tunese kodeks Mame asked me to send o you,
She would have sent them before--but gave them to me, intending to heve
them enlarged for my Christmas,and not wanting me to suspect that was
why they were holding them out on me,
Herbert said he "slipped omg over ok Mame" Christmas morning=--and

I agreed with him--for he had surprised her with a new wedding ring of
diamonds set in platinum---but that was not what he meant. We were to
have dinner at twelve,and Mame furnished and cooked the turkey, Hertert
eand the boys went to the golf links right after breakfust--snd did not
pov nowe to dress until 1t wes taime to Le.svarting. Hoe know she would
be crazy if he said an thing about shaving--so he slipped his shaving
« outfit in his pocket without any fuss,and when he reached Ruth's he
retired te the bathroom--and Mame could say nothing,

We had dinner about one o'clock--and a mighty good one, too,
These girls ere dandies--and the MacQuarries came out about three. After
a visit and playtime--we had the iree, The MacQuarries were going to anothe
tree,and must leave early,and the boys hed engagements,and Ruth Bickford
was obliged to get back to the hospital where she is in her Junior year in
the nursing school. Everything was lovely--not a hitch--not & thing one
would have had different,

Mame shed a few tears on Herbert's shoulder,during the dis-
tributing of the gifts,but that wes excess of emotion when she found that
Ruth had given her-a dozen bread and butter plates that had been among
her wedding gifts--"&nd you always loved these plates,so much" - She
did love them,but Meme entertains a great deal and Ruth does not--and
Meme has been very kind in so many weys--and Ruth could not give her
eny new thing that she would have apprecisted more,

. I cannot mention all of the gifts--but will speak of the ones

-I was the more intimately connected with. I gave Herbert and Mame a

helf dozen knives and forks of the Community silver-- Jack & silver

stesk set Wwith good.steel blades.Ruth a string of very good red beads--

I mean not one of the cheapest kind but good lookers., A Line~g=-Day book

to George--which he seemed to like. "The Choir Inyisible" to Wilder W.
beceuse it is so full of beautiful descriptions--and he does love beauty
in all form, Ray loved the book so much,I thought it might strike

Wilder the same way--and he apprecisted the note I wrote explaining why,
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Jean seemed to be very happy with the volume of"The Hunchback of Notre
name"thatl gave her. She says she is going to be a writer of stories--
end this bvook has so many il1lustrations of the use of emphasis by the
different positions,that I wrote a bit of explanation for her thet will
give her a lot of reading to do and & 1ot of studying with a goal before
ner. Of course that wes all copied from Bliss Perry o# and Clayton
Hamilton, :

Tesn had seid that the thing she most wanted for Christmes was

‘g permanent wave--Pat said all that she wanted was a Bible and a pair of

gloves. So 1 gave her the Bible, Her Christmas hed been almost spoiled
when she did not get it in her stocking--but her mother said she could
look forward te her birthday for that. Jean had her permenent wave,and
was dressed in a red dress that was very becoming,and she looked very
pretty. Meme said she preferred young girls with a bok that was made
fluffy by soap and water--but Jean's hair is oily,and she nates to wash
it,and she has something of an infericrity complex---Pat 1s s0 pretty and
popular--and Jeen is not--and it nurts her. Pat is so graceful——quite tall,
very slight,easy in menner, full control of her arms and legs--Jean is a
dreemer--Pat is on thw alert every minute. Joen hates housework and Pat
is a natural-born house-wife. In fact Pat is a darling--so i Jean,but
one needs to know Jean vefore they can appreciate her--and how she adores Ge
George--"Why should I not love him? He has always fought my battles for
me," g
0f course,Pat is a Christian Science girl--and her Rible was to
go with the gcience and Health that her other grandmother hed given her
"hecause she was not using it any more." And Robs is another one--He
wanted,more than anything else a Science and Health to go with the Bible
ne already had--and I gave that to him., I gave Elizabeth Strachy 's"Queen
Victoria" "Oh Nanean--you know 1 would rather heve a book than anything
else in the world,and thie is the only one given to me this year=--"
To Margaret I gave a box of writing paper and a pair of silk stockings.
To Faith a very good Kodak book to keep the pictures of the High school
class,so they will not get lost.
To To Fred and Deacon,besides the John Martin Book, & belt®-which "made a
great hit" so Mame said, A sweater and sox for Stuart--note the spelling
of his name----= and to David a pair of slippers and & beth-robe. ;
To Addie--five dollars to be spent during’ the salcs this week,

T love that picture of the children and Tuck--only,]l never saw
Ruth Mary look so solem,before. I must tell vou of the wonder-working
postal service out here. I asked the postman how on earth he knew it
was coming here. He laughed and said"0Oh well,I get to know people pretiy
well." There was not’'a scrap of paper around it,not a scrap of an
pddress. The only thing we can think of--for he would not tell me any
more than that---is that it-was in a cover'that had David's name en~-and
he and David are pretty good friends., PBut I may have the picture of you
and Wilder in it?1 Oh Wilder---Jack and Herbert exclaimed over that
picture and studdied and studied it--then they told me to tell you that
if you wanted any to think you were the younger brother you would have to



wear your hat. But I would not listen to their talk and assured tham that
you did not lock older than they did. They felt they had the evidence bafere
them--and would not look in the mirror,

- Jack and Ruth gave me an electric toaster-- Herbert and ilame gave me g
beautiful copy of Kate Douglas Wiggen's autobiography ---You know I am some-
thing like Elizabeth and like books for Christmas presents--pretty well, so,
as I usually give myself something from Mother--ever since she left me~-

I bought a set of Joseph Conrad's works, Addie gave me some boudoir slippers~--
Earnest and Mary gave me a leather needle case--mighty nice needles in d ok
too, Winifred and Will gave me "Betty Understood" by Dorothy Canfield.
And Mrs Price sent me a beautiful string of real-henest-to=goodness crystal
beads.--then there were kodak pictureé,handkerchiefs--calendaré,candies—-and
50 many of the dear little things one loves to have,
‘ It was a perfect day from every point of view, The weather was like g
Wwarm spring day., Jack and the two little boys met us on Western Ave--so as io
avoid the down town traffice---u and that reminds me of g story Ruth told--
e man was boasting of how quickly he made the trip from Los Angeles to San
Francisco--"Yes sir,it took me just six hours." "Is that so? why what kind of
car did you habe,that could go that fasii® "Oh well,you know,of course, it
took us two days to get out of the city traffic,"—ee-- .
. Jack kmi and Ruth had come down to the beach after us on Thursday,
S and took us around to deliver gifts to Cottie,and Aunt Elizabeth,and Miss
®"Craken" as Davigd calls Miss McCraken,the practitioner,whom he devotedly
gloves, Then when they--with David--went home, Addie and I saw Barthelmess and
Dorothy Gish in 'The bewutiful City%-and anna ¢ nelson in “The Une way otreet’
--and I liked that better than the first-- Then in the morning vsck cume to
“v8 angeles aiter us and brought us back tnere in tne evening,
It was Tuesday before Herbert was able to see Jack and Ruth about
he gift of the house. I was snxious to know what they thought--but when they
ame down on Thmmsday,not a word was said--We had lunch before going back
0 the city--and we must have been half way there before & word was said about
qgthe house, I was sitting in front with Jack,and Ruth leaned forward and said--
"We have changed our minds about building" "What are you going to do,camp outl®
gﬂQo,better than that,we don't have to build, thanks tc¢ our fairy god-mother.,"
:?ack said never a word, Ruth did not sy much either----but they did not need to-
Hlack was scared to death whenever he thought of building--and when Herbert
Lut-lined to him my proposition--he could not spesk--just sat there with the
Stears running down his face, So--I know how they feel,And I know Jack, he
«wanot bear to talk about anything until he has slowly digested the thought and
knows how he stands with himself about it. He needs time to think about the
needed changes and repairs,too. Ruth expects to come down here on Thursday of
this week to stay until Sunday--to have a little rest and change while the two
girls are at home,and we will talk it over then, :
When that picture was taken that Winifred sent to you,I weighed
ten pounds less,Helen dear, I lost 12 pounds and the last time I was weighed I
had gained two peunds back--but hope to lose still more. Do you recognize the
green dress? Did it not take well? I wonder if you can tell the different ones.
Aunt Addie is on the bench with Studrt--ang David's hand is in mine, Will,
Jack,Ruth,Beb and the MacQuarrie children you will recognize, I am sure,
Do you recall,Wilder,that you said "bet them cure your knees"? I do not
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Instead of & blessing=--or silent grace--at Ruth's sugges-

tion we sang a verse ef "Joy to t
























touching the robe ang flndlng a firm restlng place under their feet.

But over thPre ,Are men and women sinking beneath the Wavea,the ones

whe have found peace,safety,call out to tnem to come this way--but they
do not hear thev do not see the hnxnkxngx beckonlng handa and thezr
frlghtened etrugglee are taklng their strength what would the safe ones
do! nould they turn up thelr safe neses,and shrug thelr dry shoulders,
and aay~-‘1his 1s the enly way?* no thay would turn to the life-guard
‘whose business it is to save all whe have net found the Way--and call
with all thelr mignt to them to save the sinking ewimmer,and be glad
that the immedlate.iizzie:s 3;5}'ror them. But they would keep their
hands on the robe of Truth and raise the lamp of Truth and light the way
to all who w111 seek tie ‘way of safety '

Here i3 what Mrs mddy says- 1n our text book ut iejueuvto say that
generally the cultured class of medlcal practitienera are grand men and
women therefore they are more scientlfic than are false claimants to
Chrlstian bcience--- Much yet remains to be Bald and done before all
mankind is saved and all the mental microbes of sin and diseased thought=
germs are exterminated "l And agaln—-"Untll the advanclng age admits the
efricacy and suprentcy of uznd it is better for Chrlstlan ocientists to
leave surgery and the adjustment of broken bones and dislocations to the
flngers of a surgeen while the mental healer conflnes himself chiefly
to mental reconstruction and to the prevention of 1nflammatlon i
"bhrietian aclence is alwavs the most :kilful surgeen but surgery is the

branch of its healing which will be last acknowledged, " bhe saya that

ne one can demonetrate what they cannet understand--and 80 in several






























Margaret--and then on to Upland. Dr.is locking very much better than
when we saw him last. He has grown quite Qray,however,and I think you
would say that he has aged--but oh he looks so much better that, to us,
he looéed fine. Mrs K.locked very well,and was as good to visit with
as she always is, Mary looked well and seems happy with them,
After lunch:Dr.said "Come on Jack,lets go and talk it over-"

So they went off iy themselves and we had a good visit together, Helen's
letier was read and we enjoyed being let in on her visit with her mother,
The cate-a little Leauty--received full emomnt of attenticn, Then Dr ami
took Mrs A.and Jack and me for a ride tarough and around Upland and
Ontario, It is much more interesting to take a trip around with one who
loves it and ig able to tell us all about it, Altho.Sister K,warned us that
pernaps he did not know as much about things as e would have us believe,
At any rate,the ride was through wonderful country and will be similar

ny
to Bmx environment for the -=probably --next five years,

It all seemed rather odd,however--for:the last time I saw Dr,he
was more enthusiastic over the Wisconsin landscape and climate and
houses than over California, But now he is g veritable “native son." I
guess California gets us all to loving her,in time.

Their h&me is very pretty and convenient--but for sale. Their
hearts trouble them,and now they are talking of Santa Monica, Probably
they will not be there long for me to enjoy, Sister K,is planning the
New York trip to see"that deat redheaded baby." Perhaps next spring
I may be planning a visit for the same purpese, I seem 10 be wanting

to plan for quite a fair-sized income, .But---did you misunderstand me

































Claremont California
March 18 1926

Dear Children:

It is dreadful to be so long delayed in thanking you for
my birthday .gifts, But why should they have been so llany,you dear children?
Let me tell you how sure I felt that your love was with me on the ninth,

On Saturday--ti.e sixth -I was in Van Nuys and received your
letter,Wilder dear,sending love and birthday wishes and saying that a
package would go out in the same mail, On Tuesday, just about an hour before
I was leaving Hermosa for Van Nuys,vour speclal delivery letter came,
with five dollars to buy "a plant for the new garden." Also the note from kg
Helen saying that she had not been able to finish my shawl in time, Bat
what of that? I did not finish her sweater coat either---but I did not
send on anything else in its place,except the love that is always with you,
And then,to top it all three days ago I received, from Lord and Tayloer a
beautiful rose bearing your names., You cannot leve me too much,you know,
but you must not send me so many things--I am not worth all that,

: The rose is lovely,and I have wanted one, too,Thank you very
much, I know I shall love the shawl,dear Helen,but de not Burry about it--
for it will be just as gratefully received when vou have the time to finish
it,and I know that you are one busy girl now, As for the plant? Well--that
would mean éomething.pretty big and wonderful at that price---and I would
have to leave it when I moved again--although I told Mr Rich--the owner
of the house--that I feared he would have hard work in getting me out of
the house,if I sver got settled, for,not only did the heuse please me, but
I never wanted to think of moving again. He only laughed--made me no
promises,whatever, . But this is what I think I shall do with your
gift. I want a really pretty window bex, There is a beautiful wide stone
shelf around the frent porch that would accommedate a wonderfil number of
flowers, 5o,as a prominent note I would like s pretty container for some
lovely flowers,to-be called by the name of the New York Penfields,

Put I am very rich in birthday gifts, Tuesday morning a
letter came: from Florence containing another five dollars for me to get
something for the new home., That evening,when I reached Van Nuys I found
a birthday greeting from Ray--was it not wonderful that it should have
reached me on my birthday? Of course he did net send me five dollars~-~that

To* finish up the greetings that came on Tuesday--Florence's in the meorning,
Yours in the afternoon,Ray's in the evening--Ruth and Jack did not forget,
either,. As I was calling Ruth to say that I would be out there in time
for dinner,and would they meet me at the car -She was calling me,to say
that she and Jack would be down to Hermosa that evening to take me out to
a fish dinner--something we had been planning ever since I went down there,
But my plan was better--I would have a good night's rest before the final



ne

packing on Wednesday, Wsll=-they hag a delicious birthday dinner ready for
Mme--Chicken--gtc~-ang a birthday cake With six candles, She asked Herlbert
and Mame up for the evening but they had anether éngagement on for that
evening---liame haq the date in ming up to the point of making this engage-
ment--"When I absolutely forgot,Mether,and I was so sorry."
However,Ruth,Jack and Faith went in to see the Student frince the next

equal care,and equal love and tel] Yhem to go to it and prove how much they
love me? Well,perhaps I don't mean that quite Seriously,but would it not

be rather fun to have two window boxes to e called by the name of Penfielq-
répresenting my two sons and thair wives?

The house ig lovely--a real home,and we think of giving it g name,
"Our-House" ig 2 good one don'y you think? That ig what we call it--we

-three. Or shoulg it be written Our-house--or Ourhouse ? It speaks for

real hospitality too, for any guest coming,or speaking of going, teOurhouse
would.just naturally have a Warm feeling of welcome,of being at heme, you
8€8,  Then the .name could be tacked up beside the number of the house--
and,if we moved to another house, the name could be carried with us,fer it
would seem to mean the house and net the place, The home of the people
living there,rather than the material house,and would be just as fitting
Put up over the door of any house where we lived, The girls are planning
to have it a real ly heospitable heme, and they are the happiest things you
ever saw,

_ Margaret is here very little,as yet, She is the one the Jaquas
depend on for the real werk--keeping the house clean,helping With lunch ang
dinner and children, Elizabeth gets the breakfast and helps Margaret with
the irening~--for her breakdast and reom, But she stays here at night, and
is here,semetimes,fer & while in the afterncon, e

Today is "Snow Day.," and all of the College are Supposed to geo to
the mountains ang have fun in the snew, Our girls wanted to go powerfully,
but it meant high boots and twe dellars fer oXpenses,and they felt it would
be better to Put that money inte something else, Elizabeth had an invitatap
to go and her expenses would be paid--but she thou eht it would be better
not--this year, So she will be up later to help hang Pictures etc,

over for years are having a hauling over ang sifting out, And I am going te
use all the things I have or get rid of them, Just think--T packed all of
my dishes and oictures--and not one was broken. Mr Bates charged me §50,
£9P }he tfuc in§--ang said hf Wﬁa ashamed to tel] me hew much it was--but
18 Iace lighteifed when told him that was what I tolg my sen I wag s
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not seen the light of day for years--and am throwing out and sorting etec,
You may receive the old family Bible--Grandfather Jefferson's--some vears

not unwrapped them for some time,--But I must see to getting dinner--

Clarement Loving you all--I have not said half that I wanted to

April 4 1926 say.1 wanted to tell the children about the twe little bigd
that took a bath while I was sprinkling the lawn this

Dear Children: morning, .One came a took a bath under the spmmy while I

When Jack came out Fricay to get the .girls to take them home for
the vacation week, Aunt Lizabeth came out with him, She is now sitting

near by sewing on the curtains angd listening to the Radio--Yes, I know

it .dig Sunday, but we have had our regular service radio-cast from the
Third Church, the one Aunt Elizabeth attends,and we will have some of
the articles read from the Journal & little later,and she thinks she is
entitled to the privilege of sewing now,----I woyuld rather she waited
until I could sew too, for she is to take half the curteins and I the
other half, There are twelve curtains ang two valances in these front
rooms,end they are to be ma#le of this "gold lace" of which 1 gp sending
you a sample--rather pretty don't you think?

I went in town last Friday with the girls--while they went their
own way I went mine,and bought a new dress,a dark blue Georgette made over
& polka-dot silk--dark blue of white-- a pair of shoes,and pinkish-ten
stockings,etc, Then I bought some flowers for Faith and had dinner ang
went on to Van Nuys, Herbert ang Veme,Jean ang Pat,Aunt Addie,Jack ang Ruth
and I--with Eizabeth,Marg&ret and Muriel and their three young men--agll hag
seats in the same bleck,and good seats too--angd Faith was the sweetest
thing one woulg want to see, She was Josephine--the Cabtain's daughter in

Pinafore--every minute she wag on the stage--and g very girlish,natural
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‘Josephine,she did not segm to be acting at all--she‘ggs Jesephine, as

Faith,herself,conceived her,

-

Her voice 1s very sweet and clear and true,

but light- Miss Wernlungd wi
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Y One of the g£owns she wore was one that Corinne Griffith wore in

=

Q. EPlack Oxen. Both gowns were beautiful, The whole opera was vwery well
2 :

rendered, and mighty pretty as to costumes,

The chorus furnished their own
\ serge

°0 80
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| _ﬁngnade them bright reg jackets and red broad-brimmed hats--they looked
f:?bright end pretty. Ancther thing thet struck e as rather unusual--the

s %

ﬂ;iujhanual training class put up little booths one for each’ girl
< g

N\ 13 4 .

{ ‘:3 Really the Van Nuys High school is something to be proud of,
fwéiiib§§ And the School Boarg recognize it ag taking first henors in its music work,
‘;§:§§2§ Yes,Jack is Some proud--of the school and its . teachers etc-~but especially
*g ‘d’gé of his daughter--his daughters I should say. He has a right to be proud,
\Enﬁgﬁﬁimy Mame was going to shop with me the next day, but Mame is not very
;% é% Qﬁ’ well these days,and it was the day of .the Hudson picnic

at Sycomore Grove,

& 7
L E

and they felt that some of the family should be there--Jack ang Ruth could

dy oo
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$104. Oh I forgot the piece of tapestry that I bought as a cover for the
bed you made me,instead of having it upholstered as I wanted to do. It

is a beautiful piece of tapestry--a quiet mixture of blue--mauve, uahogony
and gold-- I was was quite satisfied with the morning's work., Then I

did a few more errands- had a sandwich and cup of coffee and met Addie at
two o'clock--and bought a twenty-five dollar hat a beauty with all the
colors of the rainbow in it but giving the tone of mauve that would go
with the bag that Helen gave me,and still tone into my dark blues or blek k

Then we went to see the Sea-Beast--the story of Moby Dick made to star

John Barrymore--and what an actor he is-- Naturally the personal story

and the love storywas made first and the killing of whales in general was
secondary. Certainly Moby Dick tore that leg off right before your eyes m
and the blacksmith seared it right there in order to save his life--a little
grewsome for a minute or two--but wonderfully realistic,might have been
ridiculous with a less able actor,I should say,

We had dinner down town and then went home with Addie gain,In the
morning Mr Hames took us to church with him--and just as we finished dinner
Jack and Ruth came to take me home on their way to San Diego--a little out
of their way--but lovely for me,

They had a fine trip--stayed that night in Santa Ana in the St Anne
hotel that is built on the site of the old Dr.Bailey place--then they
walked around the old camping ground that was once so familiar to Rubh-
and reached San Diego that next noon, Jack's brother Irvine's widow lives
there and he wanted to see her--she had never seen any of Irvine's family-
They found her very pleasant--the next morning they started for home--
Stopping at Le Holla and seeing the beauties there--and going to Laguna and
‘spending that night at Myrta Herbert's cottage with her,

The girls will be gone ten days, Aunt Elizabeth will stay until
Thursday and then Mrs Ross will come and stay until Monday. So I shall not
be alone, ;

Friday morning I went,with Elizabeth,to hear the Chapel Choir give
"The Seven Last Words of Christ." It was well given--the Chapel is very
beautiful--not pretentioss at all--and the Dr.Dickenson who read the
"Words" that were afterwards sung is the "best Professor in College" and
read them beautifully. He is the Dr.of Philosophy here, I was rather glad
that my first introduction to the college activities was just that,

I am so sorry that Wilder had a relapse,l do hope you are all as fit
as can be by now. But such weather as the Mid-West and East are having,

It has been cloudy here for a few days,and some little rain has fallen,
but we are promised a right smmrt drenching this week, I wish I had some
way of taking Aunt Elizabeth out and around--but she cannot walk to the
car--and twenty-five dollar hats and rugs and things do not make me fesel
like hiring taxis,you see,

Shall I ever get settled? + wonder--I am never going to move so

meny things again,and I am going very carefully through things that have















xiss the children for me--especially "fat,happy,Priscilla".

Eizabeth wants more than ever to know you all, You are her ideals in every
thing, Shall I buy a big car and plan to drive East some summer with the girls?
The summer after they graduate---Would it not be fun for you to get to know each
other, Mame says--"Why we would not be able to talk their language,"Well--your lives
are rather different, Wilder William is having great success in a golf tournement
that is attracting some attention among the school people here, Hc is capain of the
- Hollywood High School team,and is making some good shots,

Claremont Loving you--
April 24 1926 Mother
Dear Children:

I was determined to get off a lstter to you this morning without fail-- I
was up at 6,30--and have been pegging away ever since-~it is past 10,30 now,I am
Just out of the kitchen--there seemed 10 be so many things that must be done, there--
and it is time for the posfman this very minute, By the way--pleése put street
and number on my letters--for werhave the most particular post-office department
I ever encountered--for instance, sending a letter in to Los Angeles without putting
California on it,is a crime, I have been spoken to both times your letters have
comé directed to ClaremontQCalifornié. Of course,to g big city like New York and
Chicago,it does not make so much difference--they know everyone there,

Well--"Curtain hanging,gardening and gadding" is right--so is the "good
health and goed spirits®- and I am keeping them up. Making the curtains for the
breakfast reom and kitchen now--a sert of a cross between an apricot and orange in
coler. Japanese crepe for the curtains and Indian head of the same color for the
napkins and table doglies. I do net know when I shall finish them---

For the gardening-—l bought six reses at Armstrongs for 50¢ each, I asked for good
roses that had been well known for years and could be bought for less than the

newer varieties-- They were rather low as to stock,éo he put in three $1.50 roses
to make up the six.One of them being the Los Angeles that I have been wanting for

so long a time,Then I bought 4 Foxgloves--a dozen verbenas,half a dozen Statice,

something more than a dozen vielets,--at ancther florists,a helietrepe, three

Delphiniums,and half a dezen Columbines,Then she gave me fifteen great bulbs of

e




Callas-- They are‘well Planted,and I have ordered $<. worth of flower seeds to
fuss with, The ground is rich byt rocky and it took my bey two hours to plant the
six roses But they are well planted, One afterncon th;s week I had two boys at

work--one splitting fire wood for the grate out of olg boards about the yard, the

other digging etc, They both come again on Monday when 1 hepe to get things in some
better shape, The grounds are looking better,and Wy neighbors look on and cheer iz
me to greatsr effort--to please them ag well as myself,

As for gadding-- 1 expect Mrs K, tolg yeu about the luncheon ang fashion
Q . "
show at Mpg Andersen'g luncheon last Friday--go I will Speak of Cettie's party,

Which was just as lovely ang rather more unique,

The setting for the barty was quite beautiful. The Woman g Athletic Club,

which lumbers 2500 members, haye recently byj

city., The loment yoy enter the door yoy forget JOu are in g ¢ity, ang ®Specially

when yoy €0 up to the "Lounge" g5 they cal) 1t(I shoulg Say"recepgion rooms" with

Several other smaller feception roens opening off) ang look out on the beautifyy

Italian garden with itg4 big olive trees,Oleanders,lillies etc.etc: The garden is

built opn the roof o¢ aome storgg that open on the street below, Little staircaseg

B up frem the garden,tﬁat lead inte dear little balconigg With pLotteq flowers or

palms,so th ¢ there are Several quiet nooks looking out on the garden and whepe one

can listen t, the music that ig often played there,

The regeption itself ig designed by an artist,and ig one gregt picture

Without g single detail that could be left out or addeg teo

It is really beautiful,and there is pet vVery much in it, either, A certain o14

of the different shades of Rauve--neyer Saw such coloring--gng it so blended in with

everything else, thati it seemeq as if it mygt always be theré. Yet they must fade, in

time, There ig the Setting--g¢ Ve saw it first, Josephine in g bPautiful blue

with a broagd hat that went with if




I went back with them,and Sunday morning I went in town and met Aunt Addie at the 3
Church--where Will and Winifred met us and insisted on our going home to dinner with
them.Y"Addie went home and Will,Winifred and John brought me home. Jack,Ruth and the
four children had driven out here ahead of us,se they had a good family visit with
the two girls before we came,

Elizabeth is still on the sick list, Infection from the threat--it is said.
And as Drs.and others seem to think it quite serious,auv.last she has given up and 1s i
trying not te ferce things in getting back te work. She does not get up in the morn-
ing much befere noon,and lies on the couch much of the time during the day. The radio
is her best friend. She tries to study or sew or write for a 1e¢w minutes at a time ?
then turns on the radio and shuts ner eyes and rests.

But I am net through with the "gadding"--Yesterday I entered society in Claremon
for the first, I went to a luncheon at the church where the three church secieties ‘W
united in giving the lunch and an entertainment., I went under the patronage of one l

of my neighbors--Mrs Hilton--it is her husband whe is writing the Life of Cajol,
with the assisstance of a Prof,P--dont know the name--who is a Spainard whe is anti-
Catholic and anti-something else and cannet stey in Spain because of the danger to
his life-=--- Mrs Hilteon had the charge of somethings,so could net stay with me,but
introduced me to others whe undertook to introduce me some more and find my level,

At lunch I sat beside a Miss Thomas who knows Mex and Rdith very well. Thinks
Patty adorable,and planned te come home frem China on tihe same steamer with them
in erder to see more of Patty, She is a red-headed,decided individual whe,I hepe, ‘
will see fit to know more of me, We were talking about peace and the spirit of war- ‘
She is a pessimist about the German war spi rit--I am an optimist and really think '
the Germans much like the rest of us - Enally--"Well that sounds very level; -buil I \
don't believe it." I shouted,and said,I certainly admire your frankness,Miss Thomas"
Without an answering smile she said--"Are you a Christian Scientist,Mrs Penfield?" |
"Yes", "Well that acceuntis .fer it." As we separated I saia -"1 hope you will low/
just the seme even if I am a scientist"--again,without a smile--That mekes no differ-
ence,] am bracd-minded even if I am a member of an orthedex church,"

It was Miss Thomas who read the riet aci te Mrs Hilton about the duty of
keeping a home absolutely clean--"But if one cannot afford to hire the proper help
and one is not very strong?""You should have merried a rich man" But what if one
falls in love with a man who is not rich!"™ "You have no right to marry a poof man
uniess you nuve the proper amoumi ol muscle," Now 1s not thaw richi (L& -y

I met some very pleasant people among them a Mrs Mason whose home has always

been in Roston., She came out here two years ago,fell and broke her hip on the way
out and has never gone back. Her husband is connected with the college in some way,
I 80 not. know how -and one daughter works in the. Registrar's office,and I hope,and ]
expect we will be great friends, ;

' But now,I think I will do some more gedding about the house---Ch,but say,
I cut this little bit from our Harry Carr about bobbed hair to send you. Yesterday
it wes in my mind as I sat watching the ladies about me. Mrs Taylor with her lovely
white bob flaffed about her this face and little neck was lovely--did she know how
to do her hair before it was cut? Another dear woman--so homely,her hair drawn back
from her poor face that brought that prominent nose into such notise--if her hair
was bobbed and fluffed would she be better looking? I think so,for her eyes and ex-
pression were soft and attractive, Elizabeth is a Phillistine,too,she does not like
btobbed hair--wants hers to grow again,and does not like her Mother's bob-~but she is
the only one who does not, For Rubh never did her leng hair very well,I think, Mrs
Hilton is so thigsshe wold look better with a bob--but her husband says if she ever
begins to use a meke-up he will begin to smoke--so I suppose he would object to the

bob, too--would Qropably desert her. Oh we are all funny peeple,aren’'t we? And what a
long,gossipy letter--wonder if it will tire Wilder?
But I do hope Alice and the

rested., whole family are well by n w and tnat Helen $6 cutiin



pretiy little Gertrude whose husband died a few years age. Gertrude in.white--but

we did not see her gown and ha% for the pleasure of lecking inte her eyes and hearing
her soft sweet voice, Cottie? weli what shall I say? Would you. have know. her?

Her bobled hair had been }reshly dressed and curled and, formed a soft white crown
around her delicate,rather aristecratic face. She was so happy,and received all the
guests and her little gifis in a very sweet way, One lady who was there,she had not
seen since she was fourteen years old,but they had been inseperable as little girls,
They were both quite excited over the meeting:v The guests were all well dressed

and appreciative,

We went out to one of the tearooms for refreshments--The taﬁle was placed
so as to look out on the‘garden,and was ?eauti}ully decorated with Cegile Brunners,
mostly,great sprays of them, We had several kinds of sandwiches,olives,candies and
coffee and tea. The Ice was mint--a beautiful green--and the birthday cake was
the prettiest I ever saw. I wish yeu coulddhave seen Cottie's face when it was placed
before he} to cut the firsﬁ slice., It was covered with candied Cecile Brunners and
tiny sprays of forget-me-nots,and the tiny pink candles were placed on the plate
surrounding the éake. Then Jesephine took all who cared to go,all through the
building, If anything was ovgrlboked that would be for the enjoyment of the members
I did not see it. It was artistic and efficient‘and cosy and cemfy,everywhere,
Josephine,when she is worn out,or does not fill up to the mark,likes to go there
and éet a bath,or a swim,go te bed,and thave her breakfast at a small table near to
the garden and go back to work refreshed, How many working women would have gone to
all that expense and trouble for an old aunt of 8317

I siayed Friday night with Ruth,ﬁnd Saiurday morning we came in and did
some shopping,went to Winifred's for lunch and then to Cottic's party. Jack met us

and took us and Aunt Addie to the Forum--and I hope vou will see that rather unique

_creen play-housé some day-- to see Stella Dallas,












He and Jean were having a disturbanc--"Well,ycu can't make me" said Deak.
"No,you are slready made,and a mighty poor job it is,too0." said Jean.
Wikh a horrified look and much’ emphasis Deak said--"Why Jean Penfield,you
are telking agains God."
''he other---beak and little Johnny were' fighting some little distance from
home and a friend of Mame's said to Jornny--after peak and gone home,"But
how did you and Deek come to' be fighting way down here by the Forsythesi"
Said Johnny--"well you see,l could not run any farther than this."

Now look at the pictured face of Deacon with his enticing smile--and
know the lad. ;

nerbert took your pictture,wilder,the lest time he was here and went off
by the window to look at it. 1ou did not seem natural to him,he could not
see,in that' picture of the men who is doing things,the little brother he
used to love to dearly. ne sort of saddened him,in a way., 1esterday he
sa.d,epropos of some thing that uvack saidabout how brothers would become
strangers if separated,and that it could not be helped---"why Mother,you
are the only Xirkx thing that holds Wide and me together,now," After some
strenuous remarks on my part,he said "Do you think Wide would be willing to
sleep with me now and have me put my arm around him as 1 used to do?"
1t seemed to be the united opinion of the family that there were just as
meny brains to be healed out here on the Pacific coast as in' New York,
Add,I think it was Herbert who quoted something from Tennyson to the effect
that men would go through impenetrable fores$s--etc.in order to get to the
man who had something they needed., 1 agreed,but- when the Mayos were cited
" egain--I said "Just give him a chance to get his name fully eptablished,
and perhaps he will come out here, for neither one of them like New York as
a home." Then Mame--Well,I don't know,if Wide's only brother and sister,
as well as his mother,and Helen's brothers and father and mother cannot kxim
bring them out here for a vacation visit--will they ever come out here to
live!" And again she expressed the belief that you did ot talk the same
language,and that difference would continue to widen the gulf, And again,
her face softened as she spoke of the last time she saw Wide--when she
walked arm in arm with you down the stairs just before the marriege ceremony
1 assured them--that as they loved you two--so did you love them,and that
some day the didtance between them would lessen and again they would enjoy
companionship~-for love does not die,in spite of changes in environment,
Sc you see,you were here with us,in our thoughts,even though we could not
see you and touch your hands, You know it is quite a sight to see Ruth
with her three girls aboul her, She looks as young and pretty as any of ihe
them,and Jack is so proud of them,

Wilder william is winning many honors in golf--and has two more cups
this past two weeks--The older members of the Lakeside Gold Club are very
much interested in his work and feel that he will be their representative

amongst the younger exponents of the clubs, Of course,Herbert --well,I carm
can't say"grows fat" when he ‘sits by and hears them talk about "the kid"
but he does swell with pride,so to speak.
But it is almost church time,and I am to hear the service over the
radio, 1 want to copy an "Appreciation" of rather Inglis--It is not well
written--but the thought is there--and it is a fine thing

to so live that
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Claremont
May 9 1946

Dear nelen and Wilder:

Mother's Day---and my such gooé children, What a grateful,
happy mother this mother is to have such dear children to send greetings
to. ner, that fact was so impressed on my mind this morning, just after
the coming of your telegram,by lhe coming over of my next-door neighbor
with a great bunch of Coreopsis and yellow Marguerites that seemed like
a very bit of real sunshine,"ﬁere is a greeting to a mother--as I have no
children to send me greetings I would like to add a message to one who
has." ohe has never had anyﬁchildren,but her face was as bright as her
flowers as she gave to me her message, Now was not that lovely?

Herbert sent me a Mother's Day box of "Artstyle Chocolates--and I think

I will retaliate by sending her a little dish of my sweets,--~--But 1

shall finish this le tter first--for 1 find if 1 stop to do other
things,very often the one great thing is left undone,

1 wish I could have a warm embrace from all of my children this
beautiful morning,but their thoughts are warm with love for me,and mine
for them---end what is distance to thought,anyway?

The time is drawing near for Mrs Kerkott to be starting on her

‘journey to you--and there again,l shall wish that my presence could go

along with her---yet again 1 shall have need 1o assure myself that actuak










more about the technique of building one before I make the attempt,but 1
em preparing a place for it--gradually.

1 have two nice students to heip me yith the harder part of the work--
and they think it great fun--although they are learning rather than imparting
knowledge. I shall have to bresk away this week,ﬁowever,and go into Los
Angeles and make Ruth a visit,have dinner with the Penfields and, perhaps,
with Winifred and see some others---if I can stay away long enough,

Aunt -Addie is getting somewhat rested,although she is not quite up to mark

as yet. I hope she will get at her sewing soon,butthe garden calls’her,toc,

She ;ants me to say that if you want to send her a frame that fits you,

Helen dear,she will be glad to make your hat for you. So,if it is not made, by

now,and how could it be with all of the things you have had to think about

and do, perhaps that would ke a good thing to do. 1 am ashamed that I have

not finished yoﬁr sweater-coat,but hope to finish it and get it to you

tefore your ve@ation, Where are you going this yéarY ‘o Boston again? I

khow there will be a call to gd there as you did last year, How is Priscilla

end her baby? For she must have one by now? I think you have not mentioned 1t
Butl must go and see sbout dinner--for while Aunt Addie wants to feel

that sHe is getting it,I find there is much that she likes to have me do, too,

She says she is continuelly surprised to learn how much she depends on me,

Am 1 to blame? Should I let her gé on alone? But she seems so frail--and yet,

she is more competent in many ways than 1 am, However--that will work out all

right,too.God bless my dear ones in New York--and whereever they may be,and

in all of their thoughts and hopes.
Mother.
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I was in nobinson'e yalong last winter,sometime,-~when I expected to have
your sweater coat fznished in'time for March 8th,- and saw a pretty girl
fitting one to.her head. It was so0 becoming,and I* éh&ﬂénlﬁTéﬁw‘bﬁe on your
head--1 speke to'her--we consulted together-~and she bought one and so did
I,-- 1 hope you will.find it 'fit in' semetime °

A8 for the sweater=-the same pattern 'was 's6ld st Kobirson's for

- $25. ‘they have no fastening--left to your ‘own discretion -and taste~I
' ‘judge.. think you will need te do smme catching in'order to fit the collar

.'where you want it, 'l hope you get a'lot of pléssire and use in it, I

know it is net the shade that i 'was to 'use 'in replacing your 'old one--but
1 could not resist thés, . . 31 Foaa nkada Rxgx

tes,Pomona-College has had some money given for & Girl's college-=~

- but they are.after twe millien--in order te busld ‘a ‘man's ¢ollege,--Seo

.‘their desires outstrip anything if ‘sight,at present, Mrs Scripps
250 : , ,
gave RRSL300C end a lot of land for-a woman®s ‘college-s-rhe land is

© not just where they want to build now--'so they aré cutting it up into
lots and'leadfik for a term of years for fine Hemes,and 'so providing an

~'income, ‘In the ‘meantime they intend building’a Woman's dormitoriés--

right opposite 'the place we are renting,l believe,'

Uh -1 do hope you will all get @ good rést and be ready to take up

" 'the ‘regular routine of living with 'renewed énergy)’’ I 'hepe 'Alice has

the best kind of a time. How I do want 't6 866 you'sll,

“With Jdove~=Mothéy - o1si wola ovm agald
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galifornia may interest Yvou. Mary looks very sweet and girlish with her twe Pig

boys. She said--"You know,my children used to play nurse-meid for me, but now I

find that I am playing nursemaid for thenm, =-or -if not nursemaid, BXARFIXX exactly

ir is general maid--For it is they who are filling the house with company now,"
With love and many kisses for the dear children--Mother. : !

George said--"Tell me about Uncle Wilder's children--How olo are Lhe¥? Whgi_@o they

-@f§¥§&3k€3 I would like to know something about them." - And I was quite willing to

september 5 1926 talk about them,

pear Heien and Wilaer:
Bless you,I have company-- Aunt Addie is still away from home, but yesterday

about noon,came Mary--as 1 am trying to learn to call her-- and her four boys.

She greeted me wi@b--l thought you had about a surfeit of girls--and 1 have brought

you some boys for a change.® Berbert had telephoned me that they were goming,about

<

two hours before,so 1 nad lunch almost ready to serve., I was glad that I,hﬁd been

able to get as much done, for they were right hungry after their long ride,and we

all takkéd so fast it was rautner confusing to get things done, I work alone 80O

'ﬁhch I ﬁave a}most foréotten how ro co-operaté with others. But, Mary made tne coffee

the-féur boys carried fhings:a; prepar@d,and placed on the tabls,and opened bottles,

jelly,iam,etc. : .
-The radio was turned on for the noon program,and we had a jolly,lively meal .,

They are certainly four handsome bovs, George 1is always so glad to be at home,and k

‘his mother is his only swectneart,and he surely does adore ‘her, Wilder is the xakie

i )
 tallest in the family,George 2 trifle shorter than his father,bmt weighs the most

of the three--and Wilder weighs but ‘a little more than his father. Herbert stands

' between the Yoys as to height and weight.

fHEy : « The fleet will be in harbor for four mortths--and then goes,by Panama, to

New York, T think you will get some pleasure from knowing'George --The Marine expeé-

-~ pience has taught nim a good deal,and he 4¢ fairly level-headed.He seems yoars

older than Wilder,who is the same happy-go-lucky'affedtionate youngstef than he has
-always Yeen, - His former swestheart hes grown away from him--she 1s known on the

screen as Barbara Kent--gnd is reelly a sweet,lovable girl. Cut he is lLicad over

alv



~ ¢ - Lk "
‘heels 1n love. w1th Gwendollne--—~-’ now. Mary says she is a dear girl,too.

R L mlloer needs mouuy uo-keep up the 1ove-mak1ng business,sc he expects new. to
_gradugte in the prruarv class from high school and go to work, He has been in

a garage this summer learning the automoblle and hopes to become a good salesman,

The reason’they came yesterday was that Wilder was coming to spend the weekend

“with me,‘ School begins on Tuesday. He knbws'the.nodge,pnd 1 kriows & fine lad in

Pomona. This samé lad is another golf enthusisst,sc it is rot taxing me very much

‘to entertain Wilder.‘ The fam ly left about <.30 yestorday---at three he took the
" after an afternoon of
Podge and went to Pomona to find young Moss. Home,per agreement,at six,, After

golf-- , :
dimperz a bath and dinnér he went off again with the Dodge +6 attend an American

Legiéh dance in Pomona, This morning as soon as hé had finished breekfast he

took the Dodge and went to Pomona for golf this mérning,ahd will have lunch at the

i -

Chino golf club and spend the afternoon with golf, He promisesthet he will stay
gt home with e this evening. He has ‘been very nice about it all---would have

stayed with me more if I had not been absolutely willing that he should go his own
‘gait, : -
Then in the morning he goes 1o Pomona again end will play golf--and come

<

becl for me at noon,and I will have a hot lunch ready to take back to Pomona &b

eat in their lovely park, There will be just us three although I told Wilder to

¢ -

ask young Moes to invite a couple of girls,if he desired., He did not care to do s0.

After the boys have thelr swimm,we ﬁlll have lunch—-and then I will go with Wilder
as he dr%ves the Dodge home, The car ne?ds to have some overhauling, and 1t will be
taken to the garage in Lnnkershim,to the_dealers who_gpld it to me,

I cannot come back that‘night,probablx,and I do not just know where I will

go--To Ban Nuys,probably. -Mary has no extra vedroom, . There is a big radio show

this coming week,and perhaps I may be able to altend it, I would: like to do 50,

I have not wr}tﬁen very much--but a little glimpse of the Penfields of

i,




Claremont
June 27 1926

Dear Children:

It is Sunday morning--1 have watered the garden--taken a bath and washed
my hair--made the breakfast and eaten it and looked over the latest about Aimee
McPherson--and it is not vet 9.30, But while Addie is eating her breakfast I will
get this letter written,before I ge£ at the dishes and the general sicking-up.

We expected to go to church this morning--but it is powerfully hot and
walking down the twelve blocks and back again at noon--is a little more than ! care
" to take,=--Where is the cari-~but I will proceed with my story.

I do not know wiere this week has gone--1 suppose there have been seven
“ days of twenty-four hours each,since last Sunday--but I cannot prove it--or can I?
I will try--=--- Aunt Elizabeth was here all last week--going in town with me on

Wednesday Thursday
last week Thursday and coming back with me on Zximmx, I had gone in to see about
the car etc, She and Addie wanted to get my silk dress made over and so she came
back for the two days'work, All the week she and Addie had been working on Addie's
dresses--trying to get something for the poor thing to wear--and still they were not
“finished--so my dress did not get made. It makes no difference, for Addie needs so
much now--and she is slow,and worn out,and finds it hard to get down to anything
negulér. Well---if you use your imagination a little you will know that last week
was given up entirely to doing the work of the house and filling in with reading
aloud,and ripping and sewing a little--on my part.

Sunday morning Aunt E, and-I went in town--I went to the Third church--
.Will and Winifred called for me with Harriet Slater of Hudson,and we went te their

nome for dinner after a little drive., Harriet was obliged {to leave early as she is



with a party and was to do some sight-s eing with them before leaving for San Fran-
cisco that evening,---After a little visit I had to rush to catch my car that would
get me into Van Nuys in time for the Vesper service at the High School--They,the

two Glee Clubs sang the Hallelujia chorus--some attempt? but they di pretty well for
immature voices--and Faith,as usual,was so thrilled in the singing of it, We have all
had that experience?

After the service I went home with them and after a light supper Ruth and
“the children went to Lankershim with me and there was my car--such a pretiy Dodge
. sedan,and Elizabeth and I loaded our things into.it-gof course,l had taken advan-
tage of the gact that it was my car,and that there was plenty of room,and I initiated
it into the carrying of plants--Two hanging baskets of pretty things that the
florist had been getting ready for me ever since the firat of March--and scme cannas
and myrtle,

We left Lankershim about 7.30--much to Herbert's and Mame's horror--to
drive the almost fifty miles to Claremont--"after dark and in a new car"--;es,sir--
and it went without a hifch after the first few minutes when Elizabeth had a little
trouble in getting her memory of the running of a Dodge into working order, ¥e
reached home about eleven o‘clock--and took Aunt Addie around the block in order
that she should realize that we really had a car,

Kizabeth has been feeling very tired and very much in the dumps--and
“.Jack first induced her to take but one course in summer school and then by easy
gradations indused her to give up the summer school altogether--as she had,in spite
of everything,planned a very stiff course for next year, So,she was coming back
here for a couple,or more,weeks for absolute rest--reading,and driving the car for
"‘me, Monday,Aunt Addie went in town--and Elingeth washed sme of her clothes etc.
and I picked up some dropped threads of the week before and we did some delayed

errands here and in romona, Tuesday morning,before she was up, Ruth telephoned



that Mrs Jaqua wanted her to go to Laguna w1th her for the summer. Jack and Ruth
thoubht she should go. and how the tears flowed—---she had a horror of being so
closely confined to the four rather tlresome chlldren--and Mrs Jaqua is very mis-
erable as she expects another one some t1me thls summer Thelr cottage is quite

a dlstance out of town and E, would have no young folks to go anywhere with--not
‘know1ng any there and havxng no opportunlty of meetlng any one, But she adores lirs
J.and would nevser be able to look her in the face again,if I should refuse"--but 1
‘don t want to go, The forty dollars--flve dollars g week—- she would earn would not
pay for the wretched summer--"And I have had EBX S0 many wretched summers" "I wigh I
could talk w1th mother and Daddy and see w_x they think T ought to go." So after g
falnt—-very falnt--protest from her as to taking me away agaln 80 soon--we took the
car and left Claremont at ll 30--reach1ng Van Nuys at two Ruth was 51mnly amazed
to see us--she had been trylng ever since noon to get us over the phone to tell E,

of another plan for the summer for her Lhe friend she loves best--has a brand

‘nee baby,and her famlly asked Ellzabeth is she would not g0 to Los Angels and spend
a month w1th Gertrude until she got right well and strong again, A visit with
bertrude for a whole month? Ch JOV the greatee--—and "Herrmann will drive out to
Claremont after you whenever you say you can come, “--No--that was the greatest joy
of all--for Herrmann is the qgg___x of all whom she de31res to have with her,

'He has flnlshed his Junlor vear at éoﬁthern Branch--and next year goes to Berkely
where he w1ll flnleh senior year and take a four years course in medicinee-and then
he w1ll hnve to become establlshed somewhere---well I do not know how much Herrmann
is ‘thinking of Fllzabeth -he is not thlnklng much of girls at the present time--~he
'Jis too busy, Eut I knew another young medical student who could not thlnk very

serlouely of glrls for some years but during all of that tlme,down deep. in his

_heart there was the thought of one girl wio married him ewen befere he had become
established, Time will showe-in the meantime--it wae a very happy Elizabeth who



left here on Thursday afternoon,--- Tuesday night we stayed with Ruth--Wednesday
noon we weﬁi touLankershie for just a bit of buisness--and then on the the Carthay
Circle io see the Vo?ge-Beatman--aed oh 1 hOpe.you have the opportunity of seeing it
for it surely is the best Cecil DeMille hee ye£ done, --There we met Addie who had
been staying the twe niéﬁfs with Winifred,and,we thfee eame home that e?ening. ‘thurs-
day was a busy one geitieg some things ready fer Eli;abeth to take?-and some things
to finish up after she left ----- fhen there ﬁes been the:éaiden,too.
ihe weather has turned very hot and the &areen needs to drink so-ﬁuch and
"so ﬁany plants are ready to have more roon for their comzng growth—-And I am trying
to de something else, Rey s Journal has been 80 lnterestlg,l have never had the
time io straighten out and get into real order my Engllsh loose=leaf book and now
seemed the right time~~s0 I am livihgvover again the jeei of 1919-20 Aftsr that is
flnlshed 1 hOpe mo go at the dlary of of son, agaln--and finish that up.

Ray salls for home on Julv lst.and says he will wrlte you so0 that they may
have the pleasure of seelng vou--but—-you leave for Portland on June 30-=-and so you
will miss each other agaln. I am sorry—-ue says that Sarah will cmme to California
soon—-the most of her famlly are out here-~and it is a large famlly--but he will get

down to bu51ness rlght aWay and have no more vacatlons for some tlme.

1ou have new shrubs' but what kind of shrubs’-—and oh you w111 be away

from New rork before thls reaches y u--well 1 hope you will have the bestest and

realest vacatlon thet vou two have ever had, You certalnly deserve 1t and need it,

- o

' 1 am so glad 51ster K.will be w1th you and with Allce too-—oh you ehould have a rest- -
ful time, I wonder if the Neuroglla chapter was written--and 1f the autopsy reports
were finished in time--1 hope so, Do T understand that you have lost Dr Cone‘s help?
Will his having this work be of any help to you at all? “r will his thought be all
for klsberg? You were certain that slsberg would be elected chied neoro-surgeon

were you not? Was there anythlng slse to be done? if you do not care to be under
him-=then what? & ¢
But 1 must get at the dlshes--etc. i have been a long hour at ihe

typewriter--and perhaps you will be glad to lay this gossip down=-until next time.

10U are restlng,you know,
oving you all--Mother



















ST = ~ o - -

has the price of a nurse as compensation--or words to tht effact,
But life seems to be alwayé handing out probl-ms to us that must be met
in the mést loving way possible---and the fun of it all is that when
met with the proper ameunt of love -the problems all disappear in thin
air,and one wonders what in the worl bothered one so,
Slsinore is fifty miles away,and the girls are too busy to drive

for me. Last night we went in to dinner in the MacQuarrie new home,
Jark had to go to L.A, in the morning and wanted us to go around by
Van Nuys and get Ruth,Faith and Bobs., It made a good long ride--<
hours it took us io go. But the house is lovely--the dinner was delicious
and do you realize that the whole Gelapad family--with one exception,
Wilder deae, was there, Of course David and Stuart are not of the Galahad
family-they are latsr editions, It was delightful, They are all such dear
children, and a mighty nice looking group too, We reached home about
twelve-~-and now I am hurrying to get lette rs writéen before'geing to
church,

I have begun knitting again and feel quits like myself,you know,
I have the yarn for a sweater for Stuart,David and Peggy Lou, :gdona
for Elizabeth looms fairly evident in the offing.

A letter from Cousin Florence givea her axperience in the hurricane
storm, She says ii seems almost heartless to speak of their experisnce
in the light of what the Atlantic side experienced, But it was no joke
for her, Charles was ill and she placed him on a couch in the only

room in the house that was entirely dry--the diningroom, For fifteen
hours the wind and rain did its work, She thought she knew something of

“wind storms in Duluth but in comparison it was as & neighborhood quarrel

compared to a howling mob, She spent the whole night going frem room to
room trying to take care of the water that poured in as thru a sieve,
Lights were off--and she worked by the light of two candles.. Bui the
house is all done over--roof repaired and shrubs and trees trimmed,
Write me all about what you are both doing -and tell me that you
love me in the same old way=-etc,setc.
Your mother-
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OURHOUSE
1237 DARTMOUTH AVENUE
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA

Friday Morning
November 5 1926

Dear Children:
This is not a letter--it is just a note to let you
know that I love you,and will write soon. The whole
Inglis family were here last Sunday,it being Margaret's
birthday--and the week has been full of work.
Aunt Addie is beginning to feel the effects of
her work for Aunt Elizabeth,and is trying to get ready to
in town again, A visit to the Beach,and to get the
clothes she left there--and a long seance with her dentist,
Her new teeth --new about two years ago--have never been
satisfactory,so she hopes to take the time now to get
them all fixed up. How long she will be gone,I do not
know, I am trying to get in a new lawn,too, Everything
had seemed to be against my accomplishing a good job
there,

Once more---I love you,
Mother









PR

lines:yet'I suppose, that in order to tell a long story well,it ss quite
important to learn how to put ideas in a compact form, GSo--if I live
long enough,and meet with anoudh encouragement from my instmuctors,and
every one keeps well and happy a out me,1t is possible that I may really
“ttempt Abraham again. Ad that "encouragement from my instruciors"-I

have never met with anything else hLut encouragement--and my tuition has
been paid for more than a yearjthere is nothing else that they can get

out of me,excepting commissions for stories they can sell for me. Terefore
it would seem as if their encouragement meant that they really think that
I am capable of adding to their income,

S0 you are irying to get "hack work" out of the way in order to get
more time for the real work you are wanting to do,and you feel that you
have another line of research to open up in your quest of the cure for
hydrocephalus?-- Well,I do suppose,that it often happens that seeming
delays in the doing of hack work,is really helpful, That our mincds are sEri
resting,in a way,and the thought that is really the big thing,1is being
mulled over and over,unconscicusly,and when the opportunity finelly comes
to develop¥qg that thought we find that we have absorbed, from somewhere,
newer and better iceas and we really have saved time by taking our vace-
tion. Now,as an illustiration,every once in a while I zet & new light on
Abreham's cor Serah's or Lot's characters tnat would change something I have
elready written or thought in regard to their protlems. That will not be
lost,when my mind has become better drilled in technicalities and I once
more undertake the writing, I expect we never do any kind of work well
thet does not help us in doing big work better. It is only the slovenly
work that hinders us. So--think about that,and see if it may not bring a
little more patience in doing this other work that seems like hack work.

So Helen has sold her Long Island land-~I hope she did as well with
it as she had hoped. I am so glad to know thet she is feeling so much
better since weaning the baby, Wilder's bringing home a toy for over the
week~-end, sounded rather grown up and I shouted when I read dt, Why it wont
te long before he is reddy for Princeton--end he will brin} boys home--thej
wont pull your house down ahbout your ears,in quite the same way--but there
are other ways,honey,

I had such a nice letter from Madame Boardman--she said that she
had met my "attractive and always heppy-looking daughter-in-law" and do
you know she thought I was coming east,right away,to put my grenddesughters
in college- "If this letter reaches you before you start"--and then she
wondered now I kept so much energy "have you always conserved your
strength so well that you now have pleanty"--and when 1 thought of the
years at Galad;and the years before that---well we do net know very much
about each other in this world--do we?! Yes--the knitting needles are
clicking merrily again--and you are right in your faint memory of Mary
Meriner-she lived in the Mosely house,and dressed well--I do not recall
how she "smelled" but I can telieve that your remembrance is right,.And if
she made you "feel brave" she did a good work thet day.

I am deeply grateful to Mr Stockton for his remark about your

"literal attitude" towerds Christian Science. I always knew you were @
bigger man than some.of your remarks--to me--would indicate--and that
those same remarks were not your real) attitude but was only the outwerd
expression of your inward disappointment thet a seeming small rift had
come beteen us in a difference of opinion on a very vital subject., But,



OURHOUSE
1237 DARTMOUTH AVENUE
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA

November 21 1926
Dear Children:

Again I try the Corona,after taking it to Pomona

: fotiee Heoon w'@n’»ﬁ? P9

yeasterday to see what was the trouble%‘ "Phere now,I L
think that is all right." "But show me what you did that
mede it right,I may have trouble again." "I have not the
faintest idea what I did,nor what was wfoné,but 1t goes all
right now." satisfactory?

Addie‘went in town last week Friday,yesterday the
girls wanted to go to Bagle Rock for the football game
between Pomona and Occlildental--so I went in with them and
took the trolley from Glendale to Los Angeles. Met Adams
at the Biltmore, saw Beh Hur--the girls meeting us at six
o'elock,had dinner and came home.

Result--- Pomona was besten--but as California Branch
(Southern Branch of california State) it left Pomona the
champions of the Southern Conference. Also,I enjoyed
Ben Hur immensely. Iore in retrospect, perhaps, then in the
actual seeing of 1t. Too much questioning at the time.

Did I tell you that I s-w "Variety" here at the
College Movie? I am very glad that you'called my attention
toldt, for 1 seldbm go down here. I do like Jannings very
mueh. I sawhim in The Loves of Pharaoh some years ago, and
nave wanted to see him again. Still do.

I,at last,got my story off to the Palmer Institute
vesterday. Now I shall Dbe anxious to get it back,but that
may be a month. In the meantime I shall be working on

another one,and going on with the English Expression course



which I had never finished. I have to fight,all of the
time,the o0ld feeling of "How silly for one of your age to
undertake such exhaustive work." For mental work 1is ex-
hausting,isn't 1t?

I hope things are running well with you both. But oh,
Ruth Mary's dear 1ittle letter--I will answer soon--EK I
fairly shrieked,all to myself,when I read "I suppose she
will die, for she eats the paint off her bed. We are gbding
to cover it with white cloth."

Wednesday the girls go home for Thanksgiving. Adams
and I are planning to go in with them. Have dinner,and go
to the evening meeting with Miss McCraken--ou'r very dear
practitioner--stay over night at a hotel,go to church in
the morning,then to Ruth's for dinner,back to L.A.that evh
end shop Friday,when one of the girls will bring us home.

Mame --excuse me,Mary--but would you know who iary § a7

always has her people on Thanksgiving. lother,Blanche am
two children,Sade and her new husband. Oh again I nmust say
excuge me,for it is not "Sade" any more--it 1s Eleanor.
Blanche is trying to pay for her home and support herself
and children on $#85.a month. Some close salling, that.And
she is not as good a planner as liary.

Again Elizabeth tried to work us up by her feeling that
she had not done well in her"History Blue Book". Back it
came,as usual,with A and written under it,"Very good."

Only three in the class got an A. One was irs Woods--from
Boston--who is educated--and taking this one course. The
other a young man who has also had much history. Elizabeth
says "That does not mean that my book was goog--One question
I simply bluffed. It shows how dumb the rest of the class
must have been."

Last Sunday they had their plcnic and came here for
popcorn and toasted marshmallows in the evening. And I am
trying my best to get the psychology of the young folks of
this generation. It keeps me on the jump,I assure you-that
or give it up entirely. They do not difiggé@? rom my generd
tion,nor from yours--excepting that they clusions by a
different road--and it 1g that road that puzzles me. It has
so many queer turns in 1t.Reverence,and politeness are not
common names along thejdifferent roads,so far as I can tell.

I must try and write a letter to Ray this morning befoe
church time--I have negledted him shamefully,and he 1s such
a dear about 1it.

I am jusyp plumb homesick to see you all,but I guess 1
shall hrve to forget 1t. Loving you, Mother



OURHOUSE
1287 DARTMOUTH AVENUE
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA

December 3 1926
Dear Children:

I have time for but 2 note - Last Sunday
we were motoring, On Wednesday we went in town in the
rain, The Girls left Aunt Addie and me in L,A,-- in
a cheap hotel where we had a small room but a good
qlaan bed and "rigﬁt handy" to things, They went on
to Van Nuys, We went to dinner with Miss McCraken--
then to church with her--and in the morning we had
breakdast at a nice little cafe and went to church
and then out to Ruth’'s for Thanksgiving,

Late that afternoon Jack,Ruth Aunt Addie and I,
" with my car,started out for a sprse, We w;nt to Lenker-
shim and to the Penfields where we saw the wﬁole family -

Mrs Hutcheroft is studying Science and so is not com-

plalng any more and looks so happy and so well,

Lleanor and Eldon--her new husband,who has made a great



hit with us all--- and Blanche and the children, Blanche
is better looking than ever--So is Eleanor-- Blanche's
hair is getting quite white,

ihen we came on to Claremont,had A pick-up supper and

to bed., Up the next morning very éarly--after break{fast
of coffee and cookies left at five sharp-- going South
through the Imperial valley--pgst fhe Salfon sea and on
dbwh to the border., Stayed 211 night at Ei Gentro--

In the morning we went directly west to San Diego over the
most beau%iful mountains, Stayed there that nipght--saw
Bertha Clough--and left Sunday for élaremont-—leaving us
Jack and Ruth went on to Van Nuys,and the girls brot the
car back that evening,-~--- Tuesday Addie and I met Mamg
in town‘and shopped all morning and had lunch-- Mary went
home,we did more ;hopping saw & picture and home, And I

amit at work'now as if my life depended on it,

Helen dear,I sent a package to you from the Broadway--
not 1o be opened until Christmas, 1t was a little early
but I wanted them to send it--Hope they did it all right,
I will send something for the children later,

Again it is raining here--and we are glad.

With lots of love-- Mother
é Sunday we o
Oh on the way homé Sundaj stoppee at Upland a nd had

e tiny visit,




OURHOUSE
1237 DARTMOUTH AVENUE
CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA

Almost ten o'clock on Sunday morning. The

sky is overcast,gas fires are giving out

the needed warmth,Addie and the girls are
asleep. The girls were out to a party last
night,and to one the night before. Addie has
been suffering from a hard cold--and exhaustioz
probébly. She has had her breakfast,and is
having another nap. I shall hear the church E®)
service over the radio this morning.

Now you have the setting failrly well? To
think that Christmas is less than three weeks
off----- My plans still call for some work, but
not enough to make me hurried or worried. I
insist, still,on giving my morning hours to
"literary work." Yes,if I did not have the
hope of doing the work I want to do with

Abraham and others,I would not try to do any-



thing with this writing, for i1t is real work,
and there are many other things that I could
£111 the days with,to advantage to others,
and the house. But I do want to carry out
my great ambition,born before I left Spokane--
why it must have reached the age of maturity,
by now, for 1t must be nearly thirty years old.
g0 Alice has finally gone-- How do you
feel in regard to aretai Is she working 1n
a1l right? Will you not try to have somne one
else to help with the children? Here,of
course,one would ask,can you not find a
student to help you? Something like 60% of
boys and girls here at Pomona are helping
or carrying themselves through college by
working. Some original ways,too. One girl
has rented a house,renting out rooms to other
girls,and tutoring. Tvo boys gtarted a filling

station,employing other students to help

when they needed them,and have made such a



OURHOUSE
1237 DARTMOUTH AVENUE

success of 1E"CHAY tHe' 881 ege 1s putting up
a larger and finer building on some of their
land adjacent to their building,and it will
become a permanent feature of the college.
Other students,in the years to come will be
able to pay their way--and more--by this one
venture. It 1s called the Black Doll--
Blackwell Smith and Victor Dahl being the
originators of it. Smith is now in New York
but retains his interest in the business.
There are others,of course,but such enterpris
is educational,more of it would be better.
Yes,I gave the reprint to Dr.Hilton. He
did stop one morning,while I was out sprink-
1ltng, long enough to say--"I have enjoyed the
re-print. I wish I had been fortunate enough
to have met Cajol when I was in Spain." A1l

the tine he was still walking on------ He 1is




a queer chap--he and his wife have such a
laughable idea of their own lmportance that
seems such very ordinary importance to me.
Not a very clear sentence---but perhaps you
will be able to understand, for you have met
many such people. Of course,it makes one
wonder how much he really does know--and how
much is bluff--no not that--a misunderstanding
of himself,perhaps 1is better. I will let you
know when I hear of anything that is really
developing. A Spanish professor is helping
him--but I do not know him.

Would not work with you,or in a speclal
gymnasium be good for Wilder? Do you not
recall boys at Galahad who grew up long,
rather than stocky,who could not keep up in
athletics? It is a great handicap to them,
for other boys are apt to think them lacking
in something. There is a difference in John
and Billy--- Wilder William is another one,so
he majore in golf---not so good,for the young
boys, for many reasons. Yes,keep 1n touch with
the young people---try and see the world from
their standpoint. Your generation differed from
mine, but the war--and other things--have thrown
this younger generation out of the usual order
of growth into a chaotic sort of thought that
1s golng to work out,someway,for good--but 1t
does make one hold one's breath until 1t is
accomplished. The nakedness of body and thinkin
is startling--Yet,I believe,there 18 less
nastiness than in former generations. That 1s
true in action and thought. They have cut out
the o0ld order of convention ,and are trying to
see through to truth. They will make many
mistakes,but they will come through. Here 1is
Eliza - iw8edvbe be devoted to church and
Chrisgiga' Endeavor--- has absolutely no use
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for them now. Yes,she knows what she belleves-
she says-- but it is her own bellef,worked out for
herself. That is Jjust it--they are all trying to

work out something for themselves,and some day
they will succeed in finding what they need for
real growth. At present---she,llke the rest of
them, is unsettled,unsatisfied. Hating to be
fondled,despising kissing--yet craving the compan;
of boys--and acknowledging that "petting parties"
are the only successful parties. Frankly owning
that she would leave school any time to be marrie
She wants a home and children. Well--when I was a
girl we felt the same way--but never owned up--
even to ourselves,that we felt that way. It 1s
the nakednoss of it all that is so startling.

I read something about the Hampton play of
Caponsacci--wish I could see it--or the film
version that is being made. How come--the two
seats at the opera every fortnight? Good.

No,Mary is not 1l1ll;but she 1s not strong,and
has to be vepy careful and not overdo. If she
goes in town,as with me the other day,she can sta;
but half a day,and go home and rest before dinner
They are socially,rather full of business,and
with the regular work of t:e home--which she
knows how to plan better than most of us,-she
does not come up to Claremont or Upland. She
says Upland 1s no farther from Laniershim,than
L.is from Upland. And that she never knew when
Mrs K.came home,until I told her,and there 1s
good telephone service between the two places.




Whies simply means interpreted, "{s all the
fault on my side?é for it was not sald unkindly.

I have written a huge letter---- and on the
new Corona--it certainly runs very smoothly.
I hope Helen is over that wretched cold-that
the rest of you are well,and knowing that I

love you dearly.
Mother



You say I did not write last week? It was late,but I think you
received 1t fimally--most likely. I sent off another little
sketch yesterday,to the oumHousE English Expression course--
and am working up ano tREPARTMOUTH AVENUE gpapy fop the story Pept.
I imagine that each ond*H1TI 4" ifttle casier to work out.

Always yours--- liother. You know what you said about back-

grounds--went right to my heart and
December 12 1926 understanding--Wilder. I hope Helm's
Dear  OXiTaven: cold has disappeared--------=--

Tod.y Stuart 1s three years old--of course I forgot
all about it,so I think I will not give him hbs birthday
present until on the 14th. of January wvhen I give David his
birthday present. Probably two pretty bosts to sall on the
water of the pool. You know,these birthdays do come very often
and very unexpectedly---there are so many of them,

This morning,at 6.30,Marsgaret atarted off with some
girls to the mountains--hoping for a snow fight. It is cold
and foggy down here,perhaps they will ge above the fog and
into the sunshihe--I hope eo. The rains here, this past week,
have brought a lot of snow on the mountains-clear down to the
foothills,givlng’us some wonderful views,especially at sunset.

£lizabeth has another 1little triumph to make her
haopy--She has won a place on the college debating team,and
ig Jubllent--not much more so than her father,eibher.I am very
glad, for she has never found her proper place in college here.
Coming in as 2 sohhomore,not being particularty agressive in
opening up the way for herself,and being handicapped by work
last year,etc. she did not get a good start. But her grading
as a student will make things come out all right from now on--
I think. Margaret does not sartlicularly want a specilal place--
She 1s Just wholly taken up with her girl friends and all of
the 1ittle bits of fun that come her way. She has such a hapoy
dlsposition. Off on a geology trip on Sfakm Friday,followed by
some moving pilctures in connection with the Latin clacs,and

refreshments at the home of the Latin nrofessor--what more
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could a girl want--from Margaret's standpoint. The one great
thing she wants for Christmas 1s a harmonica--and her Dad got
her a fine one yesterday. She adores her work in the orchestra.
One great thing that Faith wanted was a journal--not a dlary
or a Line-a-Day--but a journal to be kept"as Uncle Wide keeps
nis, So I got it. Pat wanted a koday book with places for

1lippings,and Jean wanted a Memory Book for this last year in

épa&n.

igh---- 30 I got them. But,goodness me,those thaings are so

expensive.Rather nice ties for George and Wilder Willlam--John

n in

Martin Book and knives for Fred and Deak-- a knife and a book
for Biliy and Jane--Blanche's children--- Books for John and

Billy Mac. Perfume,and pretﬁy handkerchiefs for Ruth Mac.

and well know

The Atlantic for Will--and Addie and I,together,a pretty
urkey platter for Winifred. A vase for dahlias--for Herbert-

et et

woxMimenurr Minton tea cups and saucers for llary---Two palr

pajamas--pretty ones--for Jack--A volume of lirs Bddy's prose
writings for Ruth--and a tablecloth for her birthday--That
picture of the Rosa Bonhuer horse that used to hand in the
kemsEx house office in Spokane, for Bobs-- a sweater for David
a

a

esgors here,

nd for Stuart--- Silk undies for Elizabeth and Margaret--
sweater for Cousin Florence--A big bottle of violet bath salts
nd a flower for her nev coat--a handsome one made over from one
of Aunt Elizabeth's--for Aunt Addie A book=--"Upstream,by
Ludwig Lewissohn--for Ray--Oh I guess I am pretty nearly through
A pretty sports handkerchief for Ruth Bickford---and a visit to
Griswold's for jellies, jems,etc.put up in tiny individual jars
for Cottie,Emma Price,and Miss lic Craken--- I hope to get the
last of the packages off tomorrow. Did you recelve a package
with something for Helen? I will send the old Bible to you--
I renewed the John Martin book fpr the chilldre--Send a knife
to Wilder--perfume and Hdks.to Ruth Mary--and a 1little package
to Priscilla. I wanted to send more to Wilder and Ruth iary--
but not this time. I love you all so very dearly.
Yesterday I met Ruth and Jack in town for lunch. We dild not
shop together--just had linch and visited a little. After I
was thru with my shopping I went to a plcture,a sweet little
thing--Meet the Prince--with Joseph Schildkraft--he and his
father do such good ,cle-n work. Then I bought a bag of fried ce
cakes--Van Kamp's--better than any others--and great blg,fat
ones-- My arms were full of packages,in getting out my ticket
in the station, something happened--- I saw fried cakes rolling
about on the flour--I had not dropnd anything-- but the bag
had separated--I was holding but the top of it my hand--and
had to turn around twice before I found the rest of the bag on
the floor. Every body was busy with his own problems--no one
cared about mine--so I did not either--except to regret the
loss of a few cakes. I plcked up what was left in the bag and

went on my way.
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Merry Christmas to all five of you,and hoping that this will
not be read until all of thk hurry and fuss of the day 1is
over and you have plenty of time to visit with me.

You will be planning happiness for yourselves and others,
and s0,I know you will be receiving much happiness on this
day of the year that the ’hristian peoples of the world have
set aside for pure happiness.

Sometimes we think the hurry and worry and tiredness that
ia connected with this day 1s wrong,or not worth it--but when
one looks about and sees the many who have no one to be hurriéd
and worried for--we take it all back. Sometimes,when eighteen-—
twenty, this year--children look to Nanean for somethling fairly
nice at Christmas time,it is rather breath-taking and somewhat
alarming,but oh the joy of having them all--Not one too many,
and all so dear . It is a most jJoyful time.

And this year I have had a most glorious thing happen to
me at thies time. I want to share it with you,for I know there
is no one who will be more glad to have me share 1t,than you
dear ones. I sent off my story--and from the Associate Zditor
I received the following----- which I copy for you on another
sheet of paper. I copy it because on January 2. when Herbert
and Mary,Jack and Ruth,Will and Winifred are,l hope,coming out
here for dinner,I want to read it to them--and,if they desire
it,read the story to them. I cannot copy that for you--but I
may loah the official copy to you later,if you so wish.

And as this letter is merely s message of love--and the
message of my joy in a re-newed hope,I will write no more
but will carry thoughts of you in my heart aIl of the coming wha
week,and wish that I might see your tree,and hear your volices
and look into your eyes on Christmas morning.

Always your loving liother.






one. Gruelling,and"ighbrow--I had féfgotten what the other one
was. Jack and Will and I were delighted ovef our find.

@&mr } Mrs Rogs brought in a Jar of narcissus bulbs for us both
Vhdri“Cousin Florence's packagmaipbsBot come yet.
Sunday the olcéer 1237 DARTMOUTH AVENUE
ones of the famj_]_y CLAREMONT, CALIFORNIA
come out for dinner.  With love for you all,and thanking you
ain for the gifts,and looking forward
Deceuber 31 1926 SES & e g 5
St Chilgren: anxlously for the "surprise"--Your Mother.

So many little things I hope to do today--this last
day of 1926,and so many 1ittle things I have already donée
these psst few days. Mending--looking over-- planning--
bringing accouants up to dete--such a busy week ag we all
have been putting in,haven't we?

'~ They say as goes thé first of January--so goes the
year--if that is the case,l shall probably be cleaning all
the yeay for that is my plén for tomorrow. The smudging in
the eltrus orchards has made our house as dirty as the coal
soot used to do in Chicago. You cannot keep it out--although
one of my neighbors keeps her outside doors stuffed with
paper and does not raise windows--I do not know how gsuccessful
she 1s,but her house does look fresher than maim mine.

We had a very delightful Christmas,of course. Friday
we saw enough crowds to last for a long while--and I was
struck anew with the wonder of the jollity and kindliness of
American crowds.Perhaps the reas-n that crowds are not so
kindly in New York 1s because New York is not a typlcal
American city--its crowds are mostly foreign. Once on the
corner of Broadway--and some other street,a young girl and
I were caught in the crowd and pushed,and held,so close
together that our faces were not more than a foot apart---
and it was only a joke--neither of us frowned--and all the
crowd about us were of the same mind.

Saturday morning Wilder William came in after us--

at 7.20-- We had breakfast with them--the children being



/

quite willing to walt for us--and then the tree and stockings.
The little boys first--- The two zirls next--George and Wilder
next--and Herbert and Mary--and then Adams and me.

The Penfileld gifts were very lovely--Clothes etc.for the young:
folks--All quite expensive and beautiful. Pat has two very
devoted "boy friends" who seem to vie with each other in giving
her lovely gifts,and. she 1s so matter-of-fact in her great
enjoyment, that 1t is dear to watch hsr---and them. Jean said
"I have no boy friend to give me anything"---"I suppose you
feel dreadfully about that?" With a happy gigegle- "No,I don't
I don't care at all. I used to care a lot--but I got all over
that,and I don't care if I never have one until after I am
through college." Rather philosophical,and how much happler
she 1s,feeling that way.

We stayed there until we went to Van Nuys--about one
o'clock. A fine turkey dinner--the only other guest being
Mary Mariner Bartolff. My,but she 1s a talker--and like so
many others of her nervous type,she talks about herself and he:
troubles a great deal,but in a very knowing,soclety way. Do
you know what I mean?----- Her mother,and her fourteen old
son, Mariner,went to San Francisco for the holidays,leaving
her with a nurse to care for her,and it was a real delight to
her to have dinner with the o0ld Spokane friends. She was
especlally delighted to see Herbert again--"You know I was
terribly in love with Herbert--I used to go hot and cold
whenever I saw him"---Some way,llary did not take to her,"She
tires me to death" she said -but possibéz_it was because she
had something of a2 headache? Oh these adaches!------

The MacQuarries came out after dinner--and we had a
jolly time just visiting. They had no tree, thought that would
be a confusion that could be dispensed with. There was a
tree there,all trimmed,but no giftes exchanged.

Now, for the gifts I recelived-- Your package came
several days before and we opened it Thursday evening,so as
to take in town waht sholild go there. Helen dear,the flower
is lovely,and I am so glad to have it--but Friday morning,
when I wanted so to wear it in town,I had to hurry so fast
I went off without it--and my Lorgnette,too. I had put them
together to have them handy,you know. The book I shall enjoy
very much,Wilder dear--and thank you both very much. The
telephone index I shall use very often,and it will be such
an lmprovement on the card that I have hung by the telephone,
I shall thank dear Wllder for it many times during the year.
And Ruth Mary? Why bless her heart,Auntie llary and Auntie
Ruth and her Nanean are just as pleased with her gifts as we
can be. They are dear-- Adams will thank you,herself,I know,
for the gloves. She does so want to know you all.

Jean and Patricis gave us a fruit cake they had made.
Elizabeth gave me her photograph. Margaret and Faith gave me
a book by Will Rogers---Oh if it had been a different book--
but they thought because I enjoy Will Rogers' quips in the
morning papers 'hat I would enjoy a whole book by him--you
see. Bless them-- Harnest and llary Mac.sent me a box of note
paper,Ray sent the Atalantlc,as usual and Sarah fave me an
embroidered tray cloth. Herbert and lMary--Jack and Ruth--and
Will and Winlfred following my request,gave me a new diction-
ary. I have wanted 1t for a long,long time. The only one

I have had, since leaving CGalshad where I used either Jack's
or Will's has been an old,old Standard. One day,recently,I
looked in vain for three words in 1t and could not find them.
So the first thing I did was to look two of them up in my new




the week-end vacation I know it must have been good for him.

Elizabeth took me to church this morning,and came in with me.

t not let me go to church

She 1e quite loyal in feeling that she mus

21l alone. Adams did not go,she had so many other things to do. This

afternoon Elizabeth staye home toO work and Peg.takes us in to leave

Elizabeth had a new party dress given her @or Christmes,

aunt Addie.

Black and so very becoming.Margaret has risen to the point of see-

ing that to water-wave her nair is well worth the effort in 1ts

results--go she 1is improving.

The day is so marvelous,l wish you were golng in town with us

The description of Priscilla--the letters of the

this afternoon.

children, especially when Wilder Jr.said "please come and see us

again"--make me quite homesich---

Yours wiih all love--
Mother

Claremont
January 9 1927
Dear Children:
1 am writing you this morning on the

new @Wﬁod that Earnest and Mary sent me
for ovdwmdamm||Hm 1t not nice? I suppose
my first Hmﬁﬁmd.mSOcH& have domw to them,
but theirs will be the next one.

Will came out to lunch on Thuresday,
on his way to San Bernardino, it was good
to see him. He had quite a talk with
Peg about her course for college,and that,
following one that the two girls had with
Jack while at home 1in vacation,has made
wﬁpbmm quite clear to them,I think. Peg
will major in education--and minor in
music and something that will develop her
story-telling ability. She will take a
five year course,and then be prepared to
teach----anywhere. Elizabeth has said

that she would not teach,but 1s beginning

to see that preparation for teaching,with




some practical work of teaching will lead her to the thing she wants
to do. So they both feel a little more settled as to their work.
Elizabeth is hard at work 6n preparation for the debating. Yesterday
she took Adams and me in to town. While s;: shopped and went to see
"What Price Glory" she went to the library for work,and later took
us out to Van Nuys for dinner. Ruth has overdone,a little,her
school girl having left her,and another one not having been found,
so Afams is going out there today to stay a week or two. I would
go .instead,but I can get some one to come in and help her out later
with the sewing,bhat she has to do,but I cannot get any one to come
in and help me with my writing----and I must not let anything take
me from that,at present. Besides, she 1s better at entertaining
the youngsters and keeping them from pushing Ruth,and better at
helping Ruth out with her sewing,than I am. But Ruth is so radiant-
ly happy that she has lost all fear. You know the constant fear
that one 1s losing her mind,would not be a very happy companion----
I am so glad that you really enjoyed the Christmas sent from
here. How funny that looks--I mean that I am so glad that I sent
the things that you could really enjoy--See what a difference a
little wording brings out?

Friday evening the girls had a party here,and had such a
wonderful time "The best time our crowd ever had together,I think."
There are some other girls who would like me to take a larger house
and increase the number of my granddagughters------ Whew--that 1s

something else,you know. Did I say that nothing should interfere

with my writing? I was so glad to hear from Wilder Jr.and will
write them both,very soomn.
The type of this machine is not as ladylike,so to speak,

as the other type,do you think? I am so glad that Wilder Sr.had
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Dear Children:

Jack was out last evenlng cnd brot me anoiuer Lorona
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I hate 16 be beaten like that,but I guess the Remington is pretty

good,after all,
Faith and her two friends came out Saturday moraning, Margaret

went to Laguna with her geology class and did not come back until after
six in the evening,but Elizabeth took the girls all about the campus,
and took them to the College cafeteria for lunch, Then in the afternoon
she made seven pies--the girls peeling the apples for her while they
gossiped and giggled, Do you remember what invetrate gigglers high
school girls are? All of a sudden one will giggle and they all follow
guit, "Well keally I do not know what I am laughing at"--Do you know
Laura "No,I’don't" Neither do I" 5igéles Virginia. But they have had a
wonderful time. After dinner hefe,they all went to an entertainment
at Briggs Hell, In the morning ihey camestraggling into the kitchen-
still gﬁﬁ%ling, And just barely made ready for the picnic at 1C,3C

I was up,of course,bright and garly and Elizabeth and Margaret did

what they could,but could not get dressed until the girls were out

so they could get their clothes. Then they went up in one ofthe
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April 8 1927
Dear Children:

I am on the point of going in to Los Angeles

for over night-- I have but a very. short time
in which to write,but do want to get off a
greeting to you---

Friday Ruth,Stuart,Bobs,Elizabeth and I
(and Katherine Cornwall)
came out to Claremqqéé> Jack and Faith came
early the next morning—-and leaving fapxBaim
Epzkngaxaxzxamnxaxzpaxzkblexaﬂtmzxzhayzxamex
Elizabeth and Katherine with the two 1little
boys here,we went on the Palm Springs---
Stayed there over night---- When we came back
Sunday,Elizabeth and Katherine went to Palnm

Springs to visit her Aunt---- They returned

yesterday afternoon,and took Ruth and the two

little boys back to Van Nuys with them. Peg had



gone back with Bobs on Sunday. So,Adams and
I are alone for three days--when Peg and David
will return. She has been a prisoner with
Dabid,and there are several things she needs to
do in the city--hence our staying there all
night ,=mm e e = A dressmaker coming on llonday
will also help to explain the necessity ot &
visit to the city.

Just to let you know what is goling onz--but
not attempting to answer your two letters that )

have come during the past ten days----

Your loving,and a big homesock,
Bother
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Appil 120 Tgo7
Dear Children:
Such a confusion!--- Ruth and the rest

of the famlily left Thursday afternoon--Adams
and I simply dropped everything and rested--
But Friday morning we went into Los Angeles--

and stayed there until Sunday evening. We went
to a 1little hotel where we could go and sleep
when we were ready for sleeping,and shopped--

in the stores,and through the windows,and did
some errands. Friday aftsrnoon while Adams

did some errands of her own I went to see "The
Sorrows of Satan"--taken from llaris Corelli's
book. It was treated well--not as much of
nakedness as many pilctures--- and Menjou showed,
without any melodrama how he must tempt--but
how eager he was that his temptations ghould be

resisted. Then we went to dinner and to-



another plcture in the évening. That time,one of

Milton S5111s--the Sea Tiger. He always doeg good

to see Willianm Boyd--ang the musie was good andg
Will Rogers gave his little stunt in showing yg
Ireland«—while parts of Pinafore was the prologue
to the hote]
to the picture. After dinner we vent hame and went
to Bed early. Sunday morning it rained when we
went out to breakfast,and when we wanted to
start for church it boured--we called g taxi-ang
got along fine, After church John Hac. met, us and
We had dinner With them ang afterwardg John brougt
us home in Will's car and stayed all night here,
llonday morning John went back--g neyw dressmakey
came for g week's work--and I know of nothing

more tiring than that, The house ig not settled,

for we have not stayed at home long €nough to get
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1t in order after making the necessary changes t
accommodate the change in the family personnell.
Sunday's rain meant snow on the mountains--and
we are mighty close to tkRemountain--therefore

it 1s cold . vas stove and fireplace going all

of the time 1in here--and the other rooms are
quite 11ke the North Pole.

This morning brought Margaret ahd David back
and with them were Falth and a friend of hers
who is hoping to come to Claremont next year.
Thevaill be here all night. I told them they
would have to get dinnef——they could have the
kitchen to themselves--and serve usg our dinner
on trays in the living room--for the dining
tahle is in the dressmaker's care--and the
breakfast room is now David's bedrtoom.

Well,I think the picture of us out here 1s

cuite complete--and I widl tell you of Will's



tanford--ar
€ was still in San Jose when we were there on

Sunday,so we did not see him and hear the very
latest news. They are very,very happy over it--
eéxcept that they do not 1like to leave Los Angeles
I am mighty sorry to have them leave.

Do you know,I have g sneaking feeling that
the not going to Durhanm may bring you out in this
country somehow,and some time. Will means to make
inguwiries as to possibilities at Stanford. If
there is no Possibility there they may know of
something. Winifreq says--"remember--1it takes
the man,his Preparation--the place--and some one
to bring then together. Wilder is the right man-
he 1s well equipped--there ig g place for him--
and some one will bring the man and the place to-
gether." So,we wil] hold on to that very self-
evident truth ang walt with patience.

I am glad that you had a little bit of a
rest togetherin New York--and I do hope that
things are going well with you both. I hope to
get ov r to Upland to see Dr.and lirs K.as soon
as things get settled down here a bit,

David has not saig anything,but he is sitting
"8 close to me as he can get,with his book--and
a wistful eéxpression--I wonder if Wilder and
Ruth Mary can guess what is in his mind.

I think T will read to him for g very few min-
utes---Oh dear,it is twelve o'clock and the
girls are not here to see about that-.dinner-----
However,I will walt a little bit--
Yours as ever--with g longing to see you--
liother
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