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@The Galahad Zichool : ‘

HUDSON, WISCONSIN

January 2 1921¢#-~~ The first time I have written the new date-

Dear Children:

Do you see what has hanpened® I have ahother Corona and have easither
forgotten how Lo use it or I am too tired--having been selecting a list
of rosees I should like 1o order-- to do good work even on the typewriter.

I do not know how many plants and trees I can order this season,for potatoes
ere too cheap just now. They were bringing three cents a pound,and I got
6\4'2’35‘\62xﬁﬁﬁ pounds off the five acres. That sounds bigger than 430 sacks that
average 151 pounds to the sack. But when they told me that I should have
for my own. 215 sacks of potatoes at $§ a pound I knew I should have what
I wanted in the lawn snd home gerden. But I do not know how it will turn out.
Pretty good land? ;

The house is costing like everything but it will all come out right. I shall
be gled when it is finished. It has been such hard work to decide where the
cooler.ihe built-in table,the laundry ¢dibs,the refrigerator,the ironihg
board, the broom closet,shall all be placed 8o as not io interfere with drain
boards,cupboards,baking table,stove,windows and eleciric wiring. The wiring
has all to be encased in iron tubing and it is something to reckon with., This
af'ternoon I discovered the wiring for the light over the sink was not in,

‘some places are lathed Tor plastering that should have been left qpen,the’huaﬂd .
hcod-for the.stove is not arranged to go thru the roof--and it keepe me M
on the ragged edge of anxiety for fear I shall not see everything in time. B

Ruth was terribly diseppointed that Mary Jean did not come on Christmas. She
ie irying to make herself feel _hat she can go snother month.but she is so
very uncomfortable--isn't she,Helen? You have not forgotten.I know,
We had such a funny New Years day!. Jack went to Pasadena to the Rose
tournement and football game between Chio State and California. The crowds
were dreadful., The autos could only go at a snail pace five miles out of P.
and at ten in the morning. Jack did not know what they did later than that.
The score was 28-0 in favor of California. The parade with the wonderful
roge floats went thru the field before the geme and Jack had a good seat.
I suppose Herbert was there too,but we have not seen them since. It was
almost impossible to get tickets and every one who was told that Jack was
going asked--"Where did he get his tickets?"
I had plenned to wad\vsome curtains and blankets that Ruth wanted done,and
4 got them started early--and the mechine went wrong . The belt ceme off and we
could not get it on again. The shop was closed and we could get no one to
fix it. The blankets are in the suds,and the curtains in the rinsing water
yet. We had no other wringer than the one on the washer and I coculd not
wring them by hand. Then eso meny things weni wrong in the other work. After
lunch Ruth wes lying down and I wae doing some hand work and the Clarks canme.
Mrs.Clark has been ill and she looked like death soon after she.came.Mr.C.
was as troubled as we were until the color began to come back to her lips.
Theyx stayed some time and the rest of the afternoon seemed to be a scramble
to catch up the threads thet had slipped thru our fingers for one reason and
another ., We were worn out doing nothing--hose the whole year will not be like
that. ;
I wish you could have seen the play the children put on Thursday night. f
Really it was wonderful. They had it in Mre.Austin's house. Elizebeth came
out to umake the announcement--something like thés. This play is given by the <

Junior Christisn Endeavor Society of Valerio Street. Every scene was written [
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by the Juniors. e hed different stories end descriptions as a basis and
we have taken the idea of children going around the world with Santa Claus.
We have tried to give & little idea of these different countries visited
in the dialogs. We hope you will enjoy it,and not be too critical.for it
is the first time we have ever tried anything of this kind,and it is t.e
first time I have ever tried to manage enything of this kind.-- She was the
prettiest thing while giving that anno incement!-- Jack was Santa Claus.
I tell you there are not too meny men who are willing to take such pains to
interest his children.but he offered no suggestions--much to Elizabeth's
surprise--he did what he was .old to do. The children did it all& I wish
you could have seen and heard Margaret as the Holland mother telling her
children about the big skate race that she had won when a girl. She had taken
the scene from Hens Brinker. Her chil lren were Katrine and Christopher-Xat
and Xit--and she kept getting them mixed up--She was knitting as she talked,
~ and right in the midst as she'mixed those children up" she said-"@h I always
get you mixed u,." Her self possession was as fine as Elizabeth's--and Faith?
she was not lacking in that quality either. She anid another little girl
played a violin duett--and she had other work to do tovo. One of the best
things wae & songlJesus bids us shine" by the Sunbeams that had been drilled
by their superintendent,Margaret, They made eisht dollars. After the play
thgy sold cocoa,ceke,popcorn end apples, $% Five d llars is to be sent to
the Armenian Relief.

I shell enjoy my Merton Calendar every day of RR¥81921--Thank you dears,
A fine picture of Donald.isn't it? '

I went to church for the first time in Van Nuys this morning, I was going
egain this evening with Jack,but Ruth sent over word that she wished I would
stey with her this evening which I am very glad to do. As soon as these two
rough—ﬁousers get into éeé I will go over and see if she feels nervous,

I know I heve & lot to write about but my mind seems only able to ramble
on about the little things. The children begin school again tomorrow and
, T TOTTTItWITL be easier for Ruth. They do & lot,but oh the canfusion.the urging
‘ them to hurry and get thru,the having to have them do things over again etc,

‘ is very trying. Children are such a comfort,but I have not changed my

' mind in thinking thet every mother should be able to get away from it all

y for some hours each day. The women who have no children should be able to help
the ones who have them to czre for them,and before they get old and nervous,
} . I have been dreading the beginning of going to church etc. Wondered if I

f could ever meke myself get interested in the work here. This morning the

E Superintendent came into the women's Bible class and begged for a volunteer

| teacher for a class of Sophomore girls. The text of the sermon was--And

God said unto Joshua,You are old and stiricken in years,but there is still
much land to possess." And Mr.Elsing kept emphesizing --"there is still much
land to possess. Of course I cannot teke that class for my time is to belong
to Ruth for the present and if I tie myself down on Sunday she would never g
get to church--but was it not a lesson for ne? :

Herbert came over this evening for a few minutes—-He and Jack were most
enthusiestic over the game of Saturday. "The most wonderful forward passes
in hist ory"-- Ruth is nervous does not want to be left alone.that is she
wvants either Jack or me with her every minute. Says she is not afraid of
| anything happening,but she feels better if one of us is with her.
‘ how she used %o suffer from unreasoning fear?
| Just to think of how much I em learning!--Washing and ironing are becouming
F a talent with me. Never thought I would--wonder if I will yet learn to make
| bread! Oh,by the way,my skin trouble is disappearing and what do you think
is meking the cure?--not going without salt my dear but the use of Rexall
skin soap!!! Would you believe it? It is truly so. My hand grew better and I
could think of nothing but the soap that was different frou the treatment
of the rest,so I iried the soap once or twice a day on the other places and
il showed improvement right avay. Glory be who cares how if the result is
satisfactory!

Oh I love you all--God bless you and keep you close to Him during the
coming year--Your Mother:
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Some one has been sick in Herbert's fraily ever since
Christmas. A kind of "flu" that seems to be epidemic in
Lankershim. Mame hed it first.but  oor little girl how could
she teke the tmme to be sick! so she got over it very soon.
Then Herbert hed it.end he is in such perfect health it could

+ « not keep hiwm down long. All of the children have been in bed
with it. Fred being the latest “o succumb, Jack saw Herbert
today. Herbert is going to take his chapter degree in Hollywood

next week and Jack means ‘o be there, I cannot get over there
to see them £ r we do not like to leave Ruth alone,
"his week has been a busy week--gs usual. Monday end Tuesday

I weshed end Ruth cleaned the kitchen from top to bottom..
Wednesdey we both ironed and she put up her curtains. Thursdey
I ironed and she mended and sewed. Today I spent the morning
with Mr.ilac.making plans for the built in features of the house,
Ruth has sewed all day. This afternoon I darned. T do a good
many dishes too. I do not do any knitting,nor any reading,

But tomorrow Mr.Mec.end I see going off on a spree. I am

going in town early --Jdck will be home,and do some shopping,

I eet Mr.Mac,at Grauman's "Million dollar theatre" at 5 I 4

e will see Heliotrope. The great story of Father love as
Humeresque is the great story of lMother love. Then we have lunck
and then call on Aunt Elizabeth and Mrs Ross. Then I will go

to the big market and buy lettuce,celery, cheese etc. to bring
hogie. for Sunday, :

Ruth has invited Art.end Aunt Addie out for dinner Sunday.
Ruth is 8o tired tonight., The nheertburn is very severe and
is constant. She is so large she can get comforteble in no
position either dressesf or undressed. Her fuce is very drawn
at .iwes. She looks so old and distressed. Yet at other tiues
her color is good &end she looks quite well. For some weeks
she hes had & constant Plow of leucorrhea and sometinmes *he
vagina seems so widely open and the muscles 80 relaxed she
is sure labor has really begun--but then it changes and she
hes been disappointed. It keeps her on the anxious seat though.
She tries to think it will not come for another month and then
this will happen and she thinke it will be but a quesiion of a
few hours, -

Jack had a fine letter from General Charles King the o'her
dey. He was very complimentery o Jack,wanted to send him a
book-the history of the 32nd. and wanted ‘o know who his Col.
wae while he was in France. He knew he did not appreciate
Jack as the W isconsin men did,and for a special reason he
wenied 1o know who he was,

"he house is receiving the second coat of plaster inside-
thie week. They finish tomorrow and Monday will begin t ¢

B} ng the rough finish except in bathroon
itehen and Kitchen porch. I haq smooth finish there so as to
aint it. The color outside will be the natural cement color
elow the water table,and the rest a cream that looks a greeny
ray in some lights--i{ is very pretiy,and will have white
rim every where there is a bit of wood showing unless I decade
0 paint the window screens g gray. The front door will be gray
nemel on a one panel door. The front entrance has a broad
orch with two broad steps,a cement reiling with a cement shelf
n the top, A pergola roof--sope pink climbing roses over ihat
some day--and a built in seat at each end wiith an electric
light over them.it. There are three casement windows looking
on the porch from the living roon, Right opposite the front
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Thursday Eve. Feb.qQ
Dear Children :
I have not had a minute to write by daylight,and
candlelight does not give enough light--I am sending
clippings and lots of love and a promise of a long
gossippy letter very soon,
Cottie and Hre.Ross will spend the day with us
tomorrow, Todey I spent in town,Herbert taking me in
this morning--trying to get a loan on the house. I
hope we have succeeded.

Mother
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(the idea of my ever being afraid of that,I never wae afraid of your doing
anything as crude as that,you silly) is no reason why I am not just as much
interested in all that you are doing,as ever. I love to Hadeg" Die JUABRIE

you eay that you have chosen the one woman in all the world Principals

for you and the mothfHHE GALAHAD SCHOOL

of your children. To both of HUDSON, WIs.

you and your children,my very deerest love.

: Mother

March 27 1921

Dear Children:

Easter Sundey,end a wonderfully beautiful day! This morning Jack,
the three girle and one other girl,=nd I got up et four o'clock and
went to Owensmouth for the Sunrise Baster Meeting. The fifth annuel---
The air was sharp before the sun came up, but we were confortably
dressed. Elizabeth and Edith were due there at 5.15,we were on time
with many others. The program did not begin before six,however.

There were eighty girls in the Procesesional and it was very pretty,

But I must begin back to the coming into Owensmouth just as it began
to get lighter. The moon was shining,the street lighte were still
ablaze,end the white buildings shone beautifully. The one big business
block looked so lovely--it is sclidly built up,all white with a square
two story bmilding on each corner and one story stores between with a
colonade in front--I wonder if that needs two ng?--- Then we went on
past the pretty homes with the many trees about them to the lovely
white High School with its wonderful outdoor ampithester. Wonderful in
its white classical beauty of line and its planting to carry out the
effect of perfect simplicity. There was a large crowd there. First,
as the sun was coming up a duet by two sisters on the Fluegel horn and
the Mellowphone of the Holy City. Then the Proeeeeional,all the girle
in white carrying a cally, lily and one big lily leaf on her arm,

Then a mele quartette--the Scripture reading and prayer--then the
address by one of the Los Angeles Presbyterian minigtere---and it was -
a very impressive one,tocc. Two sclos by a woman who cared nothing for
Easter but hoped you were preising her and her voice--the only false
note of the morning---Another male quartette, the benediction. Then

we adjourned to the auditorium to listen to the orgen recital by one

of Los Angeles' organists, He played some old music--two selections,
then three modern compositions,and I felt that the Movies weee even
affecting our Church music. It was so different from the old compositions
Then the ride heme--and breskfest. Jeck and the c¢hildren went to
Sunday Schoel,and later Ruth went to ehurch. Dinner is over and I am

in the annex bedroonm writing to you. :

Thie week has been & very hard,busy one. I hope to move in on Friday,
April the first. Aunt Addie gives up her apartment on Monday the 4th.
and ccmes out here. The dressmaker comes Sunday evening the 3rd. Aunt
Elizabeth will also prcbably come too. I have made no arrengements wilth
her es yet., I shall have scent time to get things into running order.

I can get no one to help me with the heavy work,end things are not
left in as good order as they should be. For instance,in the bathroomn,
tub and bowl were full of the "left-overs" from plumber,plasterer,
cement man and painter., So,too,the sink. Everything is loaded with the
finest dust I ever saw,for we had one corker of & dust storn two days
this last week. I am ashamed for complaining of it for when I think
of Ruth's moving in one of those storms,and of her no more than getting
cleaned up before anohher one would come,~-~-well, I wonder she was not
ill long before Februery!

The girle helped me move in a lot of dishes that I had not been using
in Glendale,on Thursday --no,on Wednesday for I washed on Thursday,

and I ar Ll
rénged themin their new QUarters, Fridey Jeck,Ruth and Elizabeth



went in town----and how it did blow!!! Margeret,Feith and I did the
ironing and cered for David. Then yesterdsy I went at the house and
cleened the bethroom,kitchen sink end kitchen stove--unpacked all of
the other dishes and carried them into the kitchen ready to be washed.
Tomorrow I hope to clean out the dust from the while house. But the
electric light people are delaying putting in the meter,so I camnot

use the vacuum cleaner and oh but things need it. The furniture has
come from the repair shop in Glendale,I will send for the new rug,and
Herbert is coming out to help Jack in moving me--or my big furniture
in,I hope on Thursday night., I have got to get the curtains made,for
there are no shades,and that everlasting washing and ironing will teke
up two days of the week!!!!!!! Did I tell you how the curtains are to
be made? First I pull e thread to cut them by--then I pull a thread on
three sides and stitch around on khe thread. Then I put a facing on tae
fourth side and stitch thet three times and put in two draw strings and
draw it up to the width of the window,then I sew rings on every iwc and
¢ helf inchee,sewing each ring to each stitching--like thise- “ then the
ring does not show. The curtains are pulled to one side of the window
during the day and just cover when I want them drawn. The Linen crash
is a beaubliful picce of goods--ch then I ravel out the threade up to the
stitching on the three sides—-en§ inch in depth,end T tell you it takes
sowe time to make one curtein. But after all that is not as hard as
cutting over ripping up end lining the silk curteains for my room. I anm
sending you e semple. They are lined with other curteins of scrim,end it
is so hard to get them so they will hang just right without pulling.
Three windowe and a door are covered withkihmx with these curtains. The
wall tint matches only not guite so dark,perheaps.

Everyone seems delighted with the house. The gray Ximimgd stained
woodwork is so lovely--"The most artistic house I have been in for ages"
so says the decorstor--not the pesinter,but the women who designed the
curtains--and the Hammond Lumber Co.manager brought his young wife up to
see it. She said he had talked of nothing else but thet woodwork since
he hed seen it. Nice,to have things turn out that wey? ind it is cheaper
then covering up all of thet pretty grain in the wood with paint!

One door in my room has pink,violet,yellow and gray,and blue shades in
it,like a lovely opal.

I don't know what Herbert will eay when I "warn him" about yourr
needing more money. You see,the Estate hes loaned up to the limit,T
fear, Money is v ery tight,every one is afreid to loan money. Eight
per cent will not always bring what you want,and they fight shy of any
but the giltest of gilt-edge security. I have not been able to get my
money yet. I understood that with this Beit Fellowship money that you
would not need eny more., I do not suppose you could borrow anywhere
elese? I anm afraid it will be up to me to try and get thet much more
loaned to me so I can pass it on to you. I am hoping that the Hammond
people will not insist on my paying their bill of over $2.000 until
the firet of August. I heave asked them to let me give my note until then.
Then if the Sutton money comes I can pay that note and squeeze out some
for you----but theresre two big "ifs",you see. Well,if you hav e to
have the money,and I have to have the money,we will both get it in some
way. Things that must come always do come,I notice. If I can just live
long ehough to get out of debt so ae to leave nothing for you children
to pay for me,I shall be very thankful. I amazed Herbert by saying I
expected to do that in five yeare'time---but after all,I just don't like
to be economical!!! I did a lot of that when I was younger,and the older
I get the less I fancy doing it. I want to be able to do things,but it
will have to be in ways that do not cost much money. I am so thankful
that you have been able to have the advantages you have had,for I know
it.will mean much to you lateﬁ. Please tell me all that you are
doing--just because I am not "afraid that you will be getting tight"



April 3 1921
Childeen dear:

I am writing my firstletter at my desk in Good Cheer Cottage.

This has been one giddy week of hard work from early morning until
late at night., I do not feel like writing altho I would like a
good talk with you. I eam truly weary. I have been "moving in"

" all the week. Herbert and Mame ceame out on Thursday evening to
help with the moving the big pieces of furmiture. I do not mean
that Mame helped with the furniture,Jack and Herbert did that,
Ruth and Meme nursed the baby and talked and then I served coffee
crackers and cakes., It seemed so good to have the four children
here in my own hone.

Jean's birthday was on Wednesday. I eould not give her anything
of value,so I invited her to be my first guest. She could not come
until Saturday afternoon,but such happy children as she and Faith
have been. Margaret has been just as happy,probably.

Rxidmy Saturday we had dinner with Ruth,but t is morning Faith
and Jean had breakfast with me in the kitechen at the little pullman
table. "Such a good breakfast" "Why I am afraid I shall buret,"

What did we have that was so good?--Happiness and the excitement of
novelty added to grapenuts,cornbread--supplied by Ruth--with syrup,
cocoa and banannas, The thildren went to Sunday school and church
with Jack, Ruth and I stayed at home and worked,she in her house
and I in mine, She got the dinner for us all., I was getting enough
settled so that the sewing could begin tomorrow.

This afternoon Ruth brought David over here and she wrote letters
while the children had Christian Endeavor over there, Later Margaret
came over and worked at some papers at another table. I went through
my desk to get it in order, Margaret worked so hard yesterday.
Elizabeth went on a school picnic for the day. Margaret moved into
the Annex bedroom. I cleaned the room and moved out,as she moved in,
Faith keeps her bed there thies coming week--Bobby went back home--
and Jean had my bed. The three girls sre so happy in a little house
of their own., Can you not imagine the romantic thing it is to them?
Their faces are beautiful with happiness---Oh I wish Jean was as
pretty as Faith! But she mey be in time., ©She is Mame right over
again in expression and manner,

They all love this house,and the "ohs"and "ahe" are very interesting.
Margaret said this evening--"Oh I just love this room,Neneen!"
Herbert was to come for Jean thie afternoon after they had been to the
hospital,but it is after nine o¥elock and they heve not come so I
hav e eent the girls to bed., I am afraid thmey they have been detained
by Mr,Hutchcroft not being so well, Still I should not say "afraid"
for it would be such & blessed thing could he go right eway. The whole
femily feel thet way,excepting Mrs.Hutchcroft,I think., It ie reining

hard end eo eold and miserable,but I do not think that would keep them
for they would want Jean to get home for school tomorrow,



Jeck went to Red ondo this afterncon to a banguet to be givn
to the Commenders end Adjutents of the Los Angeles Americen Legion
Posts. On his wey back through Los Angeles he is to stop for the
. dressmeker. Tt will be a weird night for them to come out for Jeck hed
four passengesr already,end she will have her suitcase,and it is not
a pleasant night for & joy ride. I had some coffee for my little
alf alone supper sc as to keep .awake until such time as they come.

Yes,ae I look ebout this big room--it is & lovely,homy room, There
is one thing that will never be seid sbout this house--"It does not
‘look as if it were lived in." No--the diningroon end sewing room are
one. And I could not get my big desk in my rcom as planned without taking
off the door jembs--end giving up that big green rocker father,end leter,
mother sat in so constently. So the desk is in the diningroom too. Also
the books ere in the living room part and the bed you made me. So,every-
thing but ccoking may be done in this room--end still it is not eluttered,
but most cosy. In the kitchen I stood, this morning with the stove,the
sink and the cupboard in reaching distence, 8o I could wash the dishes and
dry them and put them awey without taking more than one step. And yet,that
does not look small as the ordinary kitechettes do. I wish we had & kodek
somewhere in the femily. Neither the Penfields,Ingli nor I have one.

Had we owned one I should have teken & picture for you yesterdey.
Bobby end three friends wanted to teke their lunch on top of the Broecder
house. Jack said they might if they would take off their shoes so as not
to hurt the shingles. A steep roof with three boys eitting on the peek and
Bobby sitting on the ehimney,solemnly eating their lumeh and throwing the
refuse down in the emall chicken yard below,was & funny sight.

I heve & lot more I want to say,but I am too tired to think. How I wish
I could see the two kiddies dencing! Herbert saye he will get the money
for you.somehow. I have not heerd from Hammornd or enyone else as yet.
But I am not worrying,for when one has to have & thing it comes in some
way. I have no curtains up yet. So I heve tacked up old portieres for
the night and take them down in the morning. They are so lovely,you can
imagine.

God bless you dear,dear,children.
Mother



April 25 1921

Dear Children:

Again a Sunday has passed and I had no chance to write. Thursday
wee George's birthdey end on Sunday I gave him a birthday dinner,

It was great fun,but much work too. I had the seven oldest of the
cousins. The week had been a very busy one,as usual,and on Saturday
I cleaned the house,and in the afternoon Jack took Ruth for a ride
end took Mxx two of ,the neighbor ladies and me with them. I shoulg
have stayed at home and finished up some work but I wanted the ride,
Then in the evening I set the table and prepared some vegetables,
and went to bed ready for sleep. I got up at six on Sundsy morning
eand rushed the whole morning, We had dinner at one o'clock, Each
one of the eousins seemed to be & little nicer mannered than the
othere,and to hgar the conversation---well,it "is the seme thing
over agein." My children,my companions when I was young--how alike
we all are!

It wae matter-of-fact Margaret who started to tell a story--she
is a great one for that-- George matched it,end ethers followed,

Then a heated discussion as to the merits of Lankershim and Wan Nuys
school athletics, Anecfiotes of the teachers and pupils etc,

They were talking about valentines,Faith,Jean and Patty had so
many of them. Elizabeth,with the color rising in her face laughed
and seid"the only valentine ever sent me by a boy came from Willy
Johnson in Hudson," George and Wilder looked horrified,and Margearet
drawled out"And I bet you have it yet." We all laughed but E.was not
disconcerted at all as she answered"I did have it since I ceme out
here but I do not know where it is now." Then Jean,"Mother seys
Pat will alwaye be populer with the boys but I will never be,and that
Wilder will always be popular with the girle but George will not be."
George growled out--"Why not?" and Wilder ddreamily gazed out of the
window, Wilder is infatuated with some girl all of the time end is
lisble to make two dollars on the golf linke in the morning and on
his way home buy some fool thing for the fevorite girl and go to her
house for the afternoon. George is not lilke that he spends his
money on thinge to put in his stomach and his mother thinks he
never looks at a girl,but uncle Jack seee him with different eyes at
the Hollywood High. But he likes ‘¢ have fun with *wo or three,and
not rush one ss Wilder does. But to see all the airs and graces
of those girls, No two alike but each one learning to use her charme
to atiraet attention., Bless Lhem,whrat grandmother would not be proud
to have such grandchildren!!

I rather think I shell make it a prectice to give birthdey dinners,
It will bring them together,and they heve not seen very much of each
other,not as much as I want to have them. And it will make pleasant
memories for the future., T would not let one of “hem touch the
dishes I wanted them to have & chage--but it did seem like an endless



chain before they were all put away,and I was willing to drop down

on the couch. The menu? Broiled Hamburg steak in the center of the
big platter with carrots at amzxsxd each end and peas scattered around
the balle--it looked pretty and was secasoned well and they were all
Pfond of the whole thing. Creamed potetoes in the silver bake dish,
end baked Lima beans in the brown casserole, A sweet relish of smell
tomtoes and lemon that I mede at Sarrae,erisp Parker-house rells. They
ete until I feared there would be no room for the sslad of shredded
lettuce with lemonade dressing end Cottage cheese with jelly--crisp
crackers with it. Then,George's favorite dessert -Jiffy-Jell with
raisins,nule and oranges in it and whipped creem on top. I bought

the cake and it looked very pretty with the fifteen cendles., Vhile the
cendles were burning eech one mede & wish for him---Elizebeth's was
that he might marry a girl as nice as his grendmother-- Wilder's was
that he might etand next to the Gol# chempion--"for I intend to bhe the
champion,myself", Then there was cendy,too. They loved it ell;and
after dinner came the Christian Fndeavor. Both boys atlended end does
it not speak well for the girls--and the boys too--that there should he
no embarrassment sbout 1it? Then they played games outdoors,until
Herbert and Mame came after them. Herbert brot:ght me some plants to
set out.

In the afternoon Mr.and Mrs.Burgess ceme out with Arthur and Aunt
Addie. Mr.B, thinks this is the prettiest small house he ever saw,
Aunt Add ée goes to Spokane tomorrow,

This morning I waa up,as I often am,at five oVelock. I worked in
~ the garden,setting out my plants and watering etc. Came in at eight and
got breakfast and then did the washing. This afternoon after a bath d
had a good rest and then I ironed the sheets and a few things I could
iron without sprinkling. Tomorrow morning I am going in'o L,A., I want
to see Aunt Elizabeth flor she feels very sad. Miss Mari died a few
days ago. I have asked her to come and spend a week with me.

I am lonesome,I want some one to takk to who is interested in the
things T am interested in. I am reading the Living Age and the artdcles
are so interesting but if I shoule give them to Herbert or Jack to
read they would hoot me. They do not want to know what Von Tirpitz
is telling his country about "America Enmeshed" or what the Japanese
scholar thinks of Russia etc. In other words they are very little
interested in American politics and certainly not a: all in Foreign
thoughts of us or themselves. And I do not know a soul who dees like
to talk about such things. I sort of get hungry to hear conversation.
But,that is all right,I think I shall get along,and some day perhaps
I will find a friend who will knew more than I do about world affeirs
and I shall make up for lost time,

Ruth seems in better spirits the past two days. Helen do not tell
any one about the character of Ruth's illness,will you? I feel right
sensitive about it. She has so much flatulency and now Dr.has taken
away her milk diemt much to her disappointment,to see if that will
help. She does not get up before eight,nine,or ten o¥clock in the
morning and is ready for bed soon after dinner. I am ready too--it
is nine o'clock and I shall have to get up early tomorrow morning.

How I shall want to see you when you get in this country!!!! God bless
you four dear people. I missed a letter from you last week. Mother
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