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HUDSON , WISCONSIN 

January 2 1921f'f--- ""he firs-':. time I have writ ten t-he new da'.e-

Dear Chilciren: 
Do you see what has ha'l::-,eneJ.e I have ahother Corona and have eai 1 her 

f'orLot,Len ho,·r Lo use it or I am -'-,oo Ured--having been selecting a list 
of roses I should like to order-- to do good .. ,ork even on the type·:;ri ter. 

I do not know ho"' many 'Jlants and trees I can order .. his season,for potatoes 
c:..re ~oo cheap just no,·r. ..,hey were bringing three cents a ;>ound, and I got 

6 \o ,"':l )b ,~~Y-~~2 pounds off the five acres. 'I'ha-'c sounds bi~~·r ~h<"n 430 sacks that 
cverage 131 pounds to the sack. But when ',Le~r told me c.heL I should have 
for w.y own. ~1) sacks of potatoes ot jJ, a pound I knew I should hF.vo what 
I r-;anted in the lawn end home earden. But I do not, kno,, how it will turn out. 
Pretty good land? 

·rhe house is costing 1 ike everything but j_ t will all come ou I. rig,ht. I shall 
be gle.d when it io finif:.hed. It hns been auch hard work to decide where the 
cooler.l-he built-in t.able,the laundry t~bs,the refrigere.tor,the iro~lihg 
board, the broom closet, shall all be placed so as no+j '"O in teri'ere with drain 
boards,cupboards,baking ... able,stove,v:indows and electric wiring. The wiring 
hrd> all ""Jo be encased in iron tubing and it is something to reckon with. This 
afr.ernoon I discovered the wtring for the light over the sink was not in, 
some places are lathed ~,or plasterine; ',hat should have been left ~pen, t.he Ri!l&~alli: 
h cod f'or the stove is not arran!red to go t:.hru t,he roof--ana it kee.Je me 
on the ragged edge of anxiety for fear I shall not see every"-.hing in 1-ime. 

Ru\.h was terribly disappoini.ed that Mary Jeen did not come on Christmas. She 
ie trying to make herself feel ha•" she can go another month. but she is so 
very uncornf'ortable--isn' t she,Helen? You have not fore;otten.I know. 

We had such a funny New Years day!. Jack went to Pasaclena to the Rose 
tourne,nen t and football game between Ohio SLate s.nd California. The crowds 
were dreadful. The autos could only go at a snail pace five miles out of P. 
a.nd at ten in tbe morning. Jack did not know '7hat they did later than VlHt. 
The score was 28-J in favor of California. 1'he parade with the '70nderful 
rose floats went thru the field before the game and Jack had a e;ood seat. 
I suppose Herbert was there too,but we have not seen them since. It was 
almost impossible to get tickets and every one who was told that Jack was 
going asked-- 11 Where did he get his tickel:.s?" 

I had planned t.o wa some curtains and blankets that Ruth wanted dune, and 
got them started early--and the machine went wrong . The belt came off and we 
could not get it on again. The shop was closed and we could get no one to 
fix it. The blankets are in the suds,and the curtains in tee rinsing wa":.er 
yet. "Te had no other wringer than the one on ,he washer and I cculd not 
wring them by han:L "'hen so man~r thine;s ·rent wrong in the other work. After 
lunch Ru .h was lying down and I was doing some hand "rork and t ne Clarks came. 
1:irs.Clark has been ill and she looked lite death soon :S-:.cr she came.:.!r.C. 
was as troubled as "re 'vere until tee color began to COHle back to her lips. 

Thenc s Layed some time and the rest of the afternoon seemed t. o be a scramble 
to catch up ;,he Jhreads that had sli 1)ped thru our fingers f.,r 0r1e reason and 
a.>1o'- her • 'l'fe were worn out doing nothing--ho_?e the whole year will not be like 
that. 

I wish you could have seen the play the children put on Thursday night. 
Really i1. was wonderful. ""hey ha.d it in Mrs.Austin 1 s house. Elizabeth cF.:ro.e 
out to .:1al<e- the announcement--something like +hme. This play i& given by the 
Junior Chris~ian F~~eavor Society of Valerio Street. Every scene was wri~ ten 



by the Juniors. ,tre hs.d different. stories end debcriptions as a basis and 
we have taken the idea of children going around the world with Santa Claus. 
We have tried to give a little idea of these different countries visited 
in the dialogs. We hope you will enjoy it,and not be too critical.for it 
is the first ti:..ae we have ever tried anyi..hint; of this kind, and it is t e 
first t.i:'1e I have ever tried to manage anything of this kind.-- She was the 
prettiest thing while giving that anno .ncement!-- Jack was Santa Claus. 
I tell you there are not too many 111en who are "''i 11 ing t,o take such pains to 
interest his children but he offered no suggestions--much to Elizabeth's 
surprise--he did what he was .old to do. ~he children did it all& I wish 
you could have seen and heard ~1argaret as 'he Holland mother telling her 
eh Lldren about he big okf:lte race thAt she had won "Then a girl. She had taken 
t.he ;.cene from Hans Brinker. Her chill1 en .,,ere lCa~~rine and Christ. opher-:~at 
and Y.i t--ancl she kept getting ;,hem mixed up--She ..-.ras knitting as she ',alked. 
and ri.:;;ht. in the midst as she"mixed those children u~..~" she said- 11 £)h I al••rays 
get you mixed u .. "Her self possession was as fine as Elizabeth 1 s--and Faith? 
she was not lacking in that quality either. She an ,d another li +.tle girl 
played a violin duett--and she had other work to do t,,_ o. One of t,he best 
things was a song~Jesus bids us shine 11 by the Sunbeams that had been drilled 
by ,,heir su erint.endent,Margaret. ""hey :nade ei_ht dollars. After the play 
t.h)"-y sold cocoa,ceke.popcorn and apples. i% Five d llars is to be sent to 
the Anacnian Relief. 

I shall enjoy my Merton Calendar every day of rt6CW~1921--Thank you dears. 
A fine picture of Donald.isn 1 t it? 

I went to church for the first lime in Van Nuys <.,his morning. I was going 
again this evening with Jack, but Ruth sent over •rmrd that she wished I would 
stay w;ith her t.his evening which I am very glad to do. As soon as these two rough-housers get in7.o bea: I wiLl go over and see if she f'eele nervous. 

I know I have a lot to write about but my mind se.ems only able to ramble 
on about Lhe little things. The children begin school again tomorrow and 
tt will be easier for Ruth. They do a lot,but oh the c~nf'usion.the urging 
them to hurry and get thru. the having to have t..herr.. do things over again etc. 
is very trying. Children are such a comfort,but I have not changed my 
mind in thinking Lha t every mo+,her should be able to get away from it all 
for some hours each day. The women who have no children should be able t.o help 
'he on, f· "·ho h ve <l ,. <.o e · r"' for them,and before they get old and nervous. 

I have been dreading ~he beginning of going to church etc. ~ondered if I 
could ever rnake 1ayself' get in Le rested in the work here. -:='hie morning tue 
Su)erintendent came into the •.vat:1ar1 1 s Bible class and begged for a volunteer 
teacher for a class of Sopho:nore girls. The text of the sermon was--And 
God said unto Joshua,You are old and stricken in years,but there is still 
much land to possess." And Mr.Elsing kept emphasizing -- 11 there is still much 
land to possess. Of course I cannot take that class for :n.y time is to belong 
to Ruth for the present and if I tie myself do1m on Sunday she would never g 
get to church--but "I'B.S it not a lesson for me? 

Herbert came over this evening for a few l.llinutes--He and Jack were nlost 
enthusiastic over the game of Saturday. 11 1'he most wonderful forward passes 
in hist ory 11-- Ruth is nervous does not want to be left alone.that is she 
wants either Jack or ille with her every minute. Says she is not afraid of 
anything happening, but she feels better if one of us is with her. You know 
how she used -:.o suffer f'ro:n unreasoning fear? 

,~ust 1o thin!{. of how much I am learning!--Washing and ironing are becol.lling 
a talent with .ne. Never thought I would--"mnder if I will yet learn to maKe 
bread! Oh, bf the 'vay,liJ.y skin trouble is disa:)pearing and what do you think 
is making the cure?--not going without salt my dear but the use of' Rexall 
skin soap!!! 'Vould you believe it? It is truly so. :1Iy hand grew better and I 
could thin].. of' nothing but the soap '.hat was different from tae treatment 
of the rest, so I · ried the soa!1 once or twice a day on the other places and 
il, showed improvement right a•·my. Glory be who cares hov' if the result is 
eatisfactory! 

Oh I love you all--God bless you and kec:p you close to Him durine the 
comint; year--Your r.io~her · 
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,.; g ;::: entrance is the North Pergola with French doors and windows from ~ ·~ ·~the living room.A glorious lot of planting will come there. Lovely ~ ~ s:: -:,hinge that do not want the hottest sun. My room has a French door ~ ~ ~ ~ opening onto this pergola porch. 1'he building that has been called ~ (.\) 1H !:':: the garage which we call the annex now, is only about eight feet 0 '"d ~] from the kitchen porch and in plain sight frou my door. I plan."led ~ ~ ...o 1 Lhe laundry things to be on the kitchen porch but have changed my .S +;- t:,.:; mind and run to have them put into t.he garage part of this little ...-~ ~ 0 ~ building. The laundry ynrd will be right behind the laundry. ~ ~ ~ ~ I a:rr going to have the mmst delightful built-in things. The living ,_, 0 ~ ~ room and diningroom are really one big room wi Lh a 1 owparti tion s l ~ ~ four feet four inches high and four feet long on each side of' the g .~ il> :> seven foot opening between. The ceiling has no drop between Lhe -8 <O ~]two rooms.Thirty-three feet from the East wall of the living room Ji ~! 0 to the West wall of the dining room. The livingroom is fifteen feet ~' ~ ~ + ' long and the diningroom eighteen feet long, that is from ~Iorth to Sou § (.\) . ~p On i he living room side of these lo'v parti tio:asare book shelves t il> @ ·s on the diningroo:n side ere cabinets with doors and a top that will' il> ~ ~ b'.J be a sort of serving table. I have taken my buffet-- . he one mother :5 ~ :>. .~ had, as the key note for line. The North wall is lined with woodwork. '"d H s ,.., A cabinet the height of the buffet t-able with a cupboard above § ~ t: H openlillilg into the kitchen as a pass cupboard--in t;.at cupboard is che s~ 'd 0 s cooler-- <T'hen co:nes the htffet, ~hen the door into the kitchen-g ~ 6 g and on the oL.her side of the door another cabinet the same height 1-t -~ ~ -8 with cuppoard above. 'T'he top shelf of the book cases nine inches ~~ ~ Ji wide is just ,,he height of the +..op of the buffet,and I hope to have a mirror betvreen that shelf and ~Jhe top of the cabinet like :-ne mirror in the bu:f"fet. On the ~rest wall of the diningroom are two caE:.enent windo•vs wi Lh a mantle shelf between and right opposL.e J,.he opening into the living .rooo. Under Lhat shelf I hope to have a Radiant Fire gas s ove. It is more li.ke a fireplace than any other gas s Love, wl th andirons. On the South wall are t.hree caeemen t -47inaows. On the East wall of the livint; room ore two doors one c~ c+ ~f!j-g.. a coat c1oset and one into a hall that leads to the bathroom, ::;- ~- 0 CO 1--' '<l 0 H ~ '< Cl ""l 1-'• __,. t: • O !ll C CO 0 0 1-'• O C!> CO l:.,.. ;:! c-·· CD J\'1-1 :J!:!'< 1--' P> ::S c-' 0 · P:: c · b C... 
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So:uc one has been sick in Herbert 1 s fr 'lily ever since Christmas. A kind. of 11flu 11 thAt seems to ]Je epidemic in Lnnkershin. r.1ame had it first.but oor liLtle girl how could she take the trl:une to be sick! so she go ", over it very soon. ·~'hen Herbert he:l it.s.:.1d Le is in such r·erfect heal t h it could not keep him down long. All of tee children have been in bed with it. F'red being the lfl teet to succumb. Jack sa~r Herberl. today· . H.erbert is going to t,e.ke hie chapter degree in HoLlywood next week and Jack ::neans "L o be there. I cannot get over there to see theu1 f r we do not like to leave Ruth alone. This '.'leek has been a buey week--as ueual. Monday a.'ld 'T'uesday I wn ehed c1d Rut.b clE;enoJ the ki ;.eh en f rom top to bott om. ~ednesday we both ironed and she put up her curtains. Thur;sdey I ironed and <.he mended 8nc.l so"'ed. loday I s ;) ent t.rw morning with Mr .. Iac.making plans for the built in features of the house. '.'.ut,h .!'we soweJ ;311 uBy . 'rl•iG Pft -:)rnoon I darned. I do a good many dishes too. I d o not do any knitting,nor any reading. But tomorrow ~.!r.Mac.end I flee [Oi.n.:; off on a spree. I am going in t own early - -.Jack will be home, and do some sho,r. ing . I r.:eet Mr.IJac.at Grauru&n 1 s "Million dollar t heatlle 11 at, 11.15 "7e will see Eeliotror·e. mhe great sto:cy or Fo.1.her love nn I:u.r::;.eresc~uc is ',he [reaL s ~,ory of i1!o.,.,her love. Then we have luncl': and then call on Aunt Elizabeth 2.nd r.:rs 'toss. "'hen I will go tc the big market and buy lettuce,celery,cheese etc.to bring home.for Sunuay. 
Ruth has invited Art. and Aunt Add.ie out for dinner Sunday. Ruth is s o 'vi r ed tonight. ~he ·:heartburn is very severe and is constant. ::'he is so large she can get comfortable in no posi 'Lion either dresses or undressed. Her f"'_ce is very drawn at. :L-~.es. She looi~ s so old and distressed. Yet aL other tiu;es her color is good end she l ooks quite well. For s~1e weeks Ghe has had h cons Lant f'lo>v of leucorrhea &nd so.uetL:~es ~he v::-·z.in&. s,,e;,ls eo -::idely oy:J:'l and the muscles so rel<:; xed she is sure labor has really begun--but then it changes and she has been disaf! pointed. It keeps her on the anxious seat though. She tries to think it will not come for another month and then this "rill hap1•en and she :,hinks i L will be but a quest ~ on of a few hours. 

Jack had a fine letLer from General Charles King ',he o .. her 
+' ..c: ~ Q) 
Q) Q) x -5 '"'day. He was very complimentary o Jack,want,ed tosend him a s ..c: a- Q) book-1,he history of t.Be )2nd. and want ed t o know who his Col. 
0 ~) L:- \ .P ,.C: 

--
C) "" ~ § c; was while he was in France. He knew he did not appreciate w o ~...-~~Jack as Lhe W isconsin men did, and for a sp ecial reason he 
vG-. .... o..t 
-~. o 1 'llanted to know who he was. ,.....ro..OO.OJ... 
a:i Q) d ~ a:i 'he house is receiving t he second coat of plaster inside-
.o Q) Qj Q) 

~ Q) ....:~ --o this week. They finish tomorrow and Monday will beo-in t e 
J... ...- C) • 

<:.;; 
* +~ ~~ g outai<.te work. I run having the rough finish except in bathroom --o ·s ro Q) ~kitchen and Kitchen porch. I had smooth finish t here so as to 1l t o~ ~ §!paint it. The calor outside will be. the natural cement col or ,.:: Q) ~ ..c: ~below t,he water table, and the reet a cream that looks a greeny '§ -5 ~ -g Hgray in some lights--L is very pretty,and will have white :;::: ~.m • trim every where there is a bit of wood showing unless I decmde ~ uj ...-~ ~ ~ to j)aint the window screens a gray. 'fhe frodt door will be gray 

Q)rl---l....,...., 
~ n.~ 'M ~enamel on a one panel door. The front entrance has a broad :ti .3 m :5 porch with two broad steps, a cement railing with a cement shelf 

. (Q "g CD H t;,:2 on Lhe top. A pergola roof--some pink climbing roses over ,hat ,o ~ ~ ~ •' some day--and a built in seat at each end wi Lh an electric g Q) g g 8 light over tislem.it. 'T'here a re three casement windows looking >. !> m ..c: <;.., on the porch from the 1 i ving room. Right opposite the front 



January 16 1921 
Dear Children: 

"Vri l.ing by tJle lie;ht of two cr.tndle dips seems quite primi t.ive does it not? 
We have been out for a delightful drive. ~e went to Lankershim and took Mame 
·vi th us. Herbert "'as too busy in his garden to come with us . ..Ye drove ih to 
L.A.and saw ~.frs.Ross for a f'e•v mo:-ients +.hen around looking at +Jhe new houses. 
You never saw cuch colors in all your life. Pink cement, red or bright green 
roof,bright blue triomings-- Yellow and red and pink,an)l old combination one 
c<m think up, he brighter, the more bizarre the bet-'-,er-- "'Thole districts of 
new houses,all kinds of queer fancies in archii.ecture,as well as colors,all 
built to sell. Nice houses,! rlean well built and cost.ing a lo:_,and in fine 
neie;hbor.hoods. It is am.nzing. 

Yesterday I went in to lunch at the Dresden with Aunt Elizabeth and Urs. 
!1ewco:nbe. :.1rs.11aca.rtney from St.Paul was there.ano·her friend from '~~'isconsin 
and Aunt Addie and rue. Many funny stories were told-- this is one of ·hem. 
An incident that happened in school in ;Jinneapolif;. The teacher had been 
talking about poetry and ae,ked the class ~Jo each ,,.rite a piece of poetry for 
her. One little boy bit his pencil in deep thought and finally \'frote,"When 
I ruu a :::1an,I 1 ll r;o to Japan,If I can,And I think I can." A little girl next 
--:.o him looked over his pa"0er ".o reed what he had w·ritten, hen &he bij> her 
pencil and did some thinking,and ·vro 1~e-- 11 1'Then I a,l a lady,Itll hnve a baby, 
If I can,And I think I can." 

I an in the depths,! do not see,and Herhert does not see how I am going to 
be able to finish !..his house unless I can get soJJe money. He Lhot he had 
mad(, a loan for me, bu\. the woraan who was going to loan the money found $ome 
of her fa;:lily needed a loRn and so--of course-- I did not get it. "Ti t..h ~ 1600 
how can I pay for $'000 worth of debts? ~e cannot seem ~o figure it out. 
If only the bank would pay a dividend--but Joe ~hinks ~hey will not do so. 
They should pay one this Spring,but--well never mind,in some way it will come 
out all right. 

I nm so astonished at all you say about Hrs.Blencowe. Q.uarrelsome,dishonest, 
not neat,e.nd does 1' t. love her boy!II--She must have changed a lo'. But,of 
course,! have given up all idea of ever having Her come to me. I could not 
do it now Pnyway, and !::hall think no more about it. 

I ru.t1 sendin~ you a letl er from ':Vinifred telli·'1g about !.heir Christmas. 1'Tas 
it not ideal?. ·roo bad they have to move ae;ain for they had just got settled. 
It has been very hard for her since she has been in Camp Lewia and she has 
not been very well, but they like the views about there. "Till says :,he ins;:;ector 
has been there and recoUlUlended le+ ting the civilians go-- but there will be 
no change as long as the money holds out and that will not be gone before 

June. rhen it depends on Congress--if Congress will make an appropriation 

he will stay there for there are not many officers who have been trained for 
all of the~e positions. The Colonel who in~isLed on his being given this 
position he.s recently died. He says what he will do in ca.se of losing the 
place he does not know,but Winifred loves California so much that without 
doubt they will cmne back here. 

Today,for the first time since Christmas every one of !..he Penfield family 
is out of bed. They have had sickness there since December 7th. but on 
ChristJJWS no one was really in bed,though Mame should have been. Besides that 
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I nd .• 1y first remarK will be a question-- "hl ~ ne.~ beco·ne of Helen? I 

hav not nad a ~vord from her t'or so lonli. Yt-L,I know you are busy,Helen 

dear,I lu·ve Gome to tne concl ... roion t n1 life fim>ly .... eans--washing, 

ironing,cookine,eweeping,ed lib. da) after dey,week after wee~·. 

llere i:. is "'.ursday nnd I have not wri "'ten my weekly le ter--A week ago 

Sa turJuy rnd Sunday I spen1. n bed with e cold. 'hat absorbed ny rhole 

being on the day Javid Andrew "TaB born. Last. Saturday I went in town 

wit.h 1r.Ml'c.to select the hardware,<nd sryent Sundey in bed f.',r:ain. But I 

got so~e tfble .s fro~ he Dr.&nd 6 hey seen o be helping me, I still 

cou.e;h, but have F. lo+, more 11 pep 11 Lhen before. 1"1'hen onu hns to pay +,he 

laundry pric ·s--8~ for n sheet,for instance-- nat. are asked here,and 

or1e has a WElShing machine hf. cost $14~. how is it. poeeible lo neve 

the washi g &.'1d ircnin£; done? So,on .fon.tay I s~::~nd a lot '.o tht> wet wash. 

Tuesday i". co.1es bce-k,clot.h·a are s~arehed and all hung on ... he line. 

Wednesday they are ironed • ..,hursday should he s,,ent tn mending, but I 

ruu writing. Friday I shall use "he llle Bir·d,and Saturday do the ironing. 

Every morning there is he baby washing, of course. lr to. T>fel son hf s ~one 

and Rut..h :...a.kea ctre of hersdf and ")avid. I insist on her hnving break-

'ast i'1 bt<d, but ~he is et) .. ing unruly. '"Te •ran t t.o k~t·p ht:r very quiet 

tnd h· ppily so,for ft:nr of a return of uhe trouble she had wl.en Robe"t 

vo.s a baby. JaG.K. nl'ls his bed close ~o hers oo t.ho.. ne can kno"l :..he .,he 

1a · ll rignt during the night. 
the ho·l e is nearir.g the pain ing t.ime,and I hope i ~. ·;ill hJ finished 

be+>ore he f'irs, of 'r rch. I heve a sewing ro'JI'tn eng8p;ed .!:'or .11e raont.h 

~fXKJ:J&.Rxx f'rom 1arch 1 ~ o . And I cecn see here will be some work to 

be done by me befor€' I shall be rlady f r he.r. 

m,.wbdey wo had one of the f'e.:lous Wi'1.u 5 or 1~. I cr nno t ea, l •.1e 

du&t storE' her, f'or we do 10, have he dust,b1t can look down the 5 ree+ 

and see hat he peopl.e down +here ·•o lld cdl h ... s .. orm--~hey are siruply 

envelo:!Jod in • e lust. And t.hf+ dust is as fine as •he finest neal,not. 

on'. bi.t. of _rriu in i+,nnd it. c.ifts hroug• ·to houses and into enr "hing. 

But he alfalf't-~ P.n t i·e Eucelypt•ls hac o..-. ue h v mai~ us free of tne 

rP 1 aCflictio1. I run EOing to plan n row of pepp~rs n~xt +he ~ucalyptus 

I .hink. "'hey rrill • eke a fine windbn,pk, "'noir leaves are t'IO s woth and 

Llo&sy ·hat ne dust uliles rigr.t off hem 'o t,re eround,Jet CEnnot get 

by " e • 
Tne · ind ms b o· in_ so nerd when the girls start( d t school--Bobs 

c:. r'ai'h rh. "'i"· he Brocksi('pere,btlt they have so many of leir otvn 

... wre iu no· room ~ur the two older 0 • rls--- ... h~J coulu not hear any Cf!r 

6 nat ni h be comin,t. Fl · 7ebeth e&id s e hnd a feelint>, one ·vas coming 

ad looked bEck,and clled to .'arnie "look out"--the,y 'E:re nn he ri ht 

h H! side of ".ae road,&nd E.went still more to the side,bu~ iorr .. ie became 

confused and rushed across the roe d. I i, was . ~R. Brocksieper, and he knew 

, he gir' s could not hear his horn 'lnt il he was almost beside ... hem, 100 

inst.ead of fri ht.ening them,fea.ring they would become confused,he went 

around~ them,and ,!frwie stumbled,f .11 against the car bu no'.. under it. 

She skinned her elbow &nd legs nnd spra~ned one ankle. ir.B. Jid not want 

to bring h'r houe for fear of frightening 1uth,so be e.plied hi& car of 

he older children, sending t.hem on afoo+, and ~ ook ·:. vO his ho e. He has 

8 ''.ne kl'lovrled.!;t: of Eme.tomy and rubbed t.r.e legs so aey felt sll right, 



and put iodine on the bruised places. l.!nrgeret ''Tent n· the school, said 

nothing ·.o anybody, played basket ball, even while she limped. She said 

she did not want to ~ell any one about it for fear the;yr would blame !;fr. 

B. "Tent she cruae home Lha t afternoon and kissed her mother the pent 

up nervousness came to the surface and it was hard for her to explain. 

The an~le is badly swollen and Jack has it in adhesive plaster,and is 

keeping her home from school. 
Your lei. ter s:t'eaking about the skin business shows you have not 

received the one telling how much better it is---bu7 it ·is no~ better 

now. Since this cold came it has sta!'ted up again with all of its 

old fervor--on my legs. r.:y hands have no-t broken out again,and that 

surely sho-ve that having the:u in water is far from being a bad thing 

i'or them. TIJ'hen I can get. in the house and have hot. water again for 

bat.hing I am going to try ba~,hing them--the legs--in i!psom salts,! will 

report later. 
I do "rish you could have seen the sunrise this morning. I never saw 

a greater glory in the sky. ~e can have full benefit of the sunrise and 

sunset here,and I arn so glad to ha.ve them again. 

I tnink the his'.ory of ·hat pet eat of :;ours is most interesting. And 

I do hope that you will be able 'o see clee.rly enough to see all that 

· there is tp be seen. What do you think of the developing facts of 

the Ford Company? Will the hospital be affected I wonder? 

I ·:ant to talk more "ri th you, bu~ i L is a bout time for the postman, 

and I must go and have a morning confab with !,fr.:!ac. 

11od be with you, 
Mother 

I had L1 ';, .. : __ : sending this Literary Lend.rnar~s to you a"-' Christ:nas 

but could not find it,and did not know the Publisher's name--but 

I have found a bookstore now that semas to know everything. 
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I played trua,lt yesterdPy,~nJ R•1th eca. +,~c tired in }On:'.Asion 
o'"' .i<J eh il r n _ .; • h 1 l · d "C • p ' s t n £ cl c n /', 

od·". 'he e' s Pl o~et \ nlf>(:) , u her mind u ',s •o .::;cing 
is~rilcPwae gain. J.::k,>ji •.o· byhc"nc:sovt:'r./ 
rnd s. 0'/t'lg lH.r ! •rr :::: ~'or £1 • . I "'ct"l 

' t I "'ll i.n 1:. r,' · • + r ... i )n · •e s ~r f'' 

,Q be zoing all r:.-ht. 
o .:,O in p. d ~ee ,r ry PicteforJ 1 s 1· tea" r>lPy- -':'he rJov<>l i n 

uu o en ve:~ an.< ouE ~<r _Jec':;'lly a Clterles Jeun 1Tho ~1at- l:>een 
~la1ing wi"'h Louise Lovely ,'nr; rns a ..,f..ilure since ""'all"ng ~n love 
wi h Dou~laas li'airJ. ,. I hPd been here. ~ ek ·l"' o 1"' w .. :s, F nrl te 
lure ·as s r n~ tc be a ·my f'or a day. Tack and 'he chillre v~r"' fl+ home 
a1.i P.Very hin"' ·•as •lf!nn'd .. or fln earq ,iay-- I ,.,ent--l,aJ a deli_::n"f'•.d day-
ea 1e ho:ne--. td ·vac r rry, I ·ms no .ha he Jid oo nuch, bu nn she 
got •on 1ervous 11i"'h the confusion, 1d I could hnve Drevented !".cl. 

I+, ir. al' a Jis t> e alou, :•ar3 ,icki'ord 1 s hot d in,_. o ""'eo •v rK--She 
rE '• r a" ud bf d st.e 01 ·r 'RE. Jy fl d a rac iv'3. I "re•l' i 1 

ert·a.n,1s r>nd 
ht e 1j >;s a ..:.ay 

• ;. · fury :!Rll lied 
-ill i~ .uptr:or. 

& r.f:ry ~ --

i~ on •he nrl' r. He ild some 
nor ve e ' for lunch and 

ent o Glen ale re.. I did ?..:e rnor 
He C.:.o•"S no' h ve en: ont1 to go ar ;unu wi ·h Pnd 

r.e thirJ o~ J::>nu r:7--li 1 ,. t 11 yo•;.? ~'he ~as wi n 
r 

It if medn deJ f I 1, ot 1,e( 'lt> •c ~'in:. ... h !' valk with ,ou. 
A u.~r ieu o ':: 1. i 1 1:3 h ve ;_:>re. e , ·,t d. Rt. 1 1 has bt·e'1 v ry ner·;o 1s End I have 
no bet. ~Jle o 1 ~flV her· 1o e lon"" enoUt:,• to :.1~ •• i .:;s over nt..rt',End 
.. r. c. ia ill snd 'rnc not u~~:;u here. Every one who bf·d <'1Y h'ng 'o Jo 
·itl ne house ea. e on '"o1dry. "'he one ha hitme the hPI'dt s•, m£ he 

,)lns "t rer--..,(38. 75 it cost· ... e ·Jo plm ter :Ohe ho l&e i,t&iJe and out. It is 
a oea ifu job--Ltt oh dear! he Elel'tric "'firing. en ?nve UJ.e he mo~· 
tro 1 le- .le,/ are he 11Ro;.ghnech '' all rie.n t. T w !)l:J.:Jbers ·needed a lot 
of advice f'Oot... ~u·t·n..., in the tul:>s vnJ •he cari.)enter needt'l to know 
hO"f .:r. 'r<c. waned tnis that and. he other,so I would no tnore tha. "·e~·n 
a piece of =ork than I rould be called over Lo the ho ;.se. 'l'hen Tack ,.,. e 
out in "'vhe evening eo I did '10"':. get 'o 1Jed un•,il after eleven &nd I a. .. 
ruci1 a go-+,o-bed-·'-'ith-lhw-cnicr~. '1& cree•.u e n0v< vhat I fel"'J it yes~erJry. 
Jack was out e a·n last nit; t u~. not so lf ',e,and r.e will be ou .... l&t.e 
.onight. He is an ewi'ul 6a der is he not? Cn•1rch,ci y, school and American 
'e~ior1 keep hi"!. prt>t •.y bJsy P"oine ou" in t.he evenings. 

A le .ter fro .Aun Addie yee•erdl'y sfl;s na• she nd .tu.\t Eliza.te h 
rill be 0'.1 .. , FriJay aor 1i 1.~ for .r .. e day. "ha nee 1s I sim!JlY ust e:e, cpught 

up •vi th "'lY work e.Pore L1en. I have an enor ous iro,ling on .Por today, end 
..uuat wash tomorrow. I uhell ge the eeeiest lunch imar;i able for tiJem, 
beca...tse I must,~> d becawe I shall wan to have a quiet vl.ai :ne dey. 

'he .... r. ca.a. U.J to see "'u'.h yes"erdey rnd ~.ohi her rha' she nP.fded wts 
not 'Oedicine but, ",0 get flW8J from ".he houre. :ack Jnus+, 1 a~e her OUt in 



t.he car,must take her to -he Movies,must get. her mind on other things 
besides herself and the e' ernal routine of the home. Jack has so inais;.ed 

on her being ·in bed, and it seemed to me that Dr. said the t,ruth. The reac tim 

on Jack was very funny,he looked E!O sort of "stumped" said 1' 1\'hy I never 
thought of that soLtt.ion." It reminded me so much of Father. urhy is it 
that a raan is al·rays se sure tb ~~ hie ideas are the right ones and that 

no mere wo!Jlan can tell what is good for her. Why even last night in 
talking about it he said-- 11 But Dr. does not think of not only the time it 
will t.ake but the expense,too." Ruth's face dropped and she imnedia ely 
began to plan how she would go to 'he neighbors,and walk out in the sun-­
that pleased Jack immensely. ~row he was not begrudging :tutg anything, 
but he is very busy with his work and heae other things that seem very 
necessary,and the money is ha d to get and his ideas of necesse.ry t.hings 
are so different--we all .§.o differ so in those ideas--P.nd he 'vas t.hinkinE; 
aloud. But. he will ge' her out when he can. Sa t.nr 1ay and Sunday will 
have to be their days. I think that is Lhe solution all right. She has 
been away from ho1ne and the eternal drudgery for so lGng.and has brooded 
so much over how to make both ends meet her mind is tired. Just 1 iving 
is so.:let i~nes pre+~t y hard '"ork, is i· not? 

But I must not write any longer,,his is jus~~ 'o let you know i.hat. we 
are all right and that I feel be "er about Rut.h,and ha .... I love you heaps 

even though I do not write very much !.hat might be amusine; to you. I a.11 

.Jigh tily in .eres .ed in all of your ...,ork and play i.here. 
Yours in a great hurry--for it is past break.f'ast 

time. I sent word over for the children t' go on with their breakfast.s and 

I would co.JJ.~ laLer. 
Mother 



"['hurhday Eve. Feb.<l,ll 
Dear Children 
I have not had a minute to write by daylight, e.nd 
candleli[;h t does not give enough light-- I am sending 
clippinrs and lo l~s of love and a. promise of a long 
,sossif!PY letter very soon. 
Cottie and I<lre.Roes will spend the day \vith us 
t..ornorrow. Today I spent. in town,Herbert taking me in 
this morning--trying to get a loan on the house. I 
hope we have succeeded. 

111ot.her 
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,.. n. ho 4>ir..,::, to ._,e+, in :ny pr 1ifled go sEd ':?Y let"·,er t.odey. Ruth went o 
c.ht<rc.n h' rnorni '-- for ·he f'irt t •,i e in raany "t:ekP. • an surE: s.be is 
well in evtry we.y novr,Pnl that, she will co:r..•i ue E>u. f'he is h'n,but 
her c )l r ie :;et· ir.g bet t.er ell of .. !.e ',i e. Daviri Andrew i e t;rowir.g 
lfeic...ns 91/1 • 0 '1d8,l' ,~Hin of ..J.Ol'€ "hsn vVTO poun-..s in t.Jle mord,h, .he 
chiluren dore hin. Elizabe'h ha~gs over hie bed in silent adora ion 
uUCh of tne time she is in LhE: house. fhe &cys 11 1 SU,J~)OEe I will love 

y om baby more t.na'1 I do David,but it does Pot seem possitle 11 • ~armito 

sort of t.ar.es h r "or gran"7..ed, a li • tle !!lore, and :.s very awkward in 
doing ' .inr;f:. for him. She is perfectly 'l'ill ing only sne acts as if she 
ere fri8;h'.ened hen E>S ed hold hin and she cannot seem to get his 

w& er bo tle or Wfl ·er bag ~ust right, i v is ei her too hot or ·Joo cold. 
Faitn, .r.e rascal,is he handiest i.n weiting on hLn,a.nd loves t.o do it. 
She does not c re to holtl hirn 'as much atJ Eli:wbe~h,I imagine,'but •he 
li..<: s 0 fuse over him in r help"'ul ·vay. "'hat sene li le Faith is laOSt 

in eresting. She is the most eelf'i&n of t.hel"l all bu, i11 sucn a char'lli'1g 
P:f h<" pe le do 'lOt no·ice "luch,E>ld if hey do i imply caUftS a 

snile nnd an in<lul er.t s ,ile. She is most ~.ractive in .ner preety manner 
of indiff~rence. She had more valentines kha~ any girl in &chool,but 
u. ... d not 5et.m vO nir d--"'.he hnd two boys who l ve her + .. re f eh. El izabe ,h 

e.id 11 Th·~e fro: ne. boy! 11 I should have \.hoJ.ght tney would hnve bought 
one rtelly nice one rp•'Jwr than three c ~eaper ones-" r'a' th tossed her 
r.t}ad 1d shrug._.ed her shoulders and said no ,hing. ne o1...her 110 hflve 
.1ev 1r b( en a& attractive ~o bcys as Faith and I imagine it is ra ·.her 
be~inning ... o get on Elizabeth's nerves a. li~tle bit. r,r.nie Joes not 
no~ice it yet,she does not care 8 ilioop,~ust aO as uhO can 'keep her 
nind bu£;y 11 u I heard her ell Eliza'bet.h "he o .. her day 11hen E. 1nn ed to 

+ s!,e was going to do tha" Pfternoon-- 11 0h I B.i.!l ~oi'lg out ';.o 
my chicken c p,' e z will pie c e rlowers--a"ly hi g to 

..::ee._:> my n.i d l " 11 rt;nreJ. .Ede valE ~.;.n fur c:-e.ch on of he I glis 
f.l'1d n( fi6ld fa'llilJ. '' O"le k W 8l1~-~~ll'lii E 00\.lt ht'r plan or WhE. t ohe Waf> 

d ing. . eh f' ~ 1~ children had h art 1A..Ped. pai'1 ed V"lentine • i ",h e 
no''' :Je'1cil G J.ck 1.hru l ik. an arrow. -e older on( s nad lovely p · • d 
fig <res nn P heart ·heped ~ th a denr lo'/e essa~e • ne ad copi d 
fr. FRC '''he .J e sees in~r ne 

bll~.files 'tr 'cy. Sh 
ccurr e. £'urrlly 
i e. ob s o t.hi k He 

s ·or ad alo~d, nd lies o TfE' d 
E:O bu. doee no"' rP 1t to do any h.:.ng lone. "'o. e o'1e 

ohimor.laywi+'hi:lll .re 1 eshisf'a eras uchas 
es_ ec ·, :.ly : Vt s .... o v ar n "~ling a~k h s •vorn. 'le •vill put 

on J ck' s . r.o a and clu: p er':' d J.n c~ 11 day l mg. Or !.& \llll pt...t o. 
J fl.::k I S fl f E'l fl 1i rt, ' nd OVerall B nd fUSS nr ,und ''li ,h J' Ck a 11 uay on 
_akurday 

You know how una roe+,· ve Jean wa 'Vhen JOU saw her le&t? ShP is grot ing 
pre ~or rll of 'he .ille,and he a.lw ye aid have s•veet anners. Of co·lrse 
Pat hl n felt her elf t· e r ·.•ractive < e o'" le fa il., t • ni" yep,r w·len 
J s.n received 0 ) val~ 'i s f' 1J ~at only taJ 17 Lht: :as '1 n"lst S..lrprised 
li~tle ~irl o cces·. 3he siaply c uld no ULdEr& and i~. T~y bo"h 



:.layed in 0 reci tnl in the c.hurch '".i1e other evening. I have not heard how 

'they did. Jee.n is no'. fi.G 1nusical as Patty, but she is the most conscientious 

thorough little 'Vorker in "rhatever :ohe does. Pat slides t.hru "l;~.r an little 

"vork a& possible. ~ilder "fillim bezan his violin lessons ".his "reek. I am 

so glad for he has been so very anxious to ake lessons on · e violin for · 

a long Lime before Faith be8an lessons. By the way,people fl e old Faith 

she was £1uch a wonder as e. i'lUSic ian-- tha . she really thinks 

genius--not in an annoying w;q,no~. Rt n.ll,Faith does not do annoying t:.hings. 

She is very hnppy in the thought,Lnd a bit eiry in the most fairy like 

way. She plays in the school orchestra. She sint:;s 'll'henever there is any 

.h1ng going on. 'I'he 2~nd. is :.he birt,hday of Van r·!uyc as well as Washington, 

and t:aere are to be great doines in !:.own and school. Faith is 11 tJiss Van Nuys 

ond dresses in costu:r1e and singe a solo or t.wo, as well as playing in the 

orchestra. She a'1d Jean are most devoted to each o',her for all they do 

not see each other of'!.en. "l'hat. fun it is z:oing to be to their grandmother 

~Jo watch -'c,he developnent of these t·ro families! 

!lot for no,;Je real c;osr.ip,end so.!le oad [:;OSBip t.oo. Sadie "ras determined 

tc get her fa t.ht:'r and mother out hure. ;al \ om brought Blanche &nd the two 

chil~ren out first and got a place for her in the office '"i U1 him. 'i'hen 

Sad e ''rent home and insisted on t.he porent.a comine; out, She pn.ck.ed up their 

things and bnllned fill of' t.heir bridges behind t.hem altho.Mr.Hutchcroft 

did not want to co:ne at all, and Herber L and Me.me did not want ther:1 to come. 

M"llle says she oeid all che could against it but she could not insis~, t,oo 

much for feer hey ~ould hink she did not want +hen here. :.~r. H. reful'3ed e,nd 

stood out as lon3 os he c:nld bu~. he ,.,Cl.S--:nd is--t fick men and could not 

carry his point. Sadie overruled every one. l!erbert paid ht>.lf' of' t.he exr>ense 

c.."ld '..hey lived ·riEl Hil"on and ::r,d'Lc. 'They rented a large house at :fe.nha~.~.ar. 

Beach. Sadie insisted on ~Ulton's sellin~ the car just.. why no cne :...:·'o 'S 

unless it was to prevent BlenchB riding in i' . "'he carfare ea ~~a a big h le 

in Blanche 1 a salary .. she ge± s h.or.ae. late and has to 1 ~ave early t;O she do en 

:10":. have much tit::le to do any hou.;ework, besides sne H• vOO .... e r.J,. e-r the 

clay a •, the office which has become doubly trying because ilil ton is actually 

brutal to her often Eo that o":,h··~re in the office notice it. Sndie is very 

unkind to Blanche and to ~he pr.rents. She says the f'ather is too much of a 

care and Blanche ·vont help wi t.h +.he work fl s she should. Herbert says B. 

does not get enough to eat to keep U}? her si,rength and t.he worry is killing 

her .. She is horribly thin. 'ro JuH.ke a long story short--Mil ~.on has given up 

he house c.t. the Beac;h and bou"ht e small four roomed house so as to force 

fat.her,mot.her, Blanche and the ~hildren out. JusL "There -::.hey are to go, no 

one kno"'B ns yet. 1Hl' on and Herbert will have to pay their rent. Blanche 

only ,t:ets 07~. a 11onth and c2rfare and board 13.nd clothes cos":- eo much. 

Mr.Hutchcroft has valvular heart trouble. His feet. and legs are badly 

swollen and it is so hl3.rd for hi1'1 to breathe. He says "I did not think my 

baby could act so". For they all blame Sadie more than Milton. trame does 

not know wh8 t to do-- they cannot take them, and she does so hate to have 

Herbert load himself' down "Ti th more burdens especially as business is so 

,t>oor. I hate t.old you ihis,simpl;,r that you may know 11 everyone has his 

troubles 11 ,flnd ~.ha'.. you may know how t.hin.e;s are gradually shaping out here. 

The weather has been c ld. ""'hen it snows on the mr,untains it is rc.ost 

[;lorious, but we nre so close o them we p;et the c0ld. So 1.here are many 

Lhings to think about when plannine n garden and orchard. Early and late 

frosts :.J.ake th.o; c i true and Avocado frlililt rather n_ question right in the 

valley where we are. 'Phe gophers ~re the worst pest and the birds come 

next. '1'he Linnets es_1ecially eat the fruit buds. Then, of course, there are 

all sorts of worms and insects to fight.. Yet,do you know,I have never 

seen such clean vegetables l never hr1Vc seen a worm in the cabb&ges, never 

have seen an aphis in the le•tuce. But shall I be able to keep my o"rn 

garden as free from them? I hope t.n beein a lifelong fight against the 

J:Ophers and linnet,s soon. I kbow when I be.e;in it ~ill be a lifelong affair. 

Oh when one has things in this world the t are ''•or'l.h while one has to nay Ue 
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pri.::e 11 :n<,h . Jack _;e"'s so Pnnoy!>d becP•ue neo:_1le ·1ho n<ve ived h(re 

~or s0me years ~ke he 7lorious vua htr ac nuch ~ r grR •ed. his 

..... ornin.; ~e CfL.lP in pnd r,~id-"tod f is li' s0r.e of' h~Lc 'HlliUiiRX June d.aJs 

we us d "0 hrve so 1e tines in "'Tisconsi.n and we t.nouz;ht. were so wo 1d rf'ul 11 

:::: said- "well ! e~r ·• re wonderf·~l, weren 1 1.. hey?" "Yes, but !ltJr ~e have so 

r....a•1J of' '>1em i 1stend of just a :Zew, 11 :ie ~us•, t:;lories in 1.he v.i ' 0n he 

f'l01t'1'tai"ls,thE eir,the &un,~.e fruit e~c. et .... 
YesterdAy Jack oo'< .uth a ·d h chillren ov."' o "an Ti' rncndo fl'1d •ro11:':.lt 

hOJau a ~0llPr box of or"'n....,t s, "'ney c ~:: culls, out vert uV(e t eve11 if' very 

tm ll. nuth and I h~ve said so much A bou ~. e . ine &o~e lo uake • a rraalude 

·1hile ·w can L • hera cnenp h ' he he.s said he 'V0t.tld '-p' e uth and me out 

ere his f't.Arnoon. I want vO t;O dovm anu ::; e E lrbcrt •.oo. I run h£-ving 

ro, ble e out ge ':.ine sor.1e u10neJ, 
I hink I ibld ·ou ht t :er1Jer• anc.o. I we• t to see a Loe -~ Assoc ia ion 

e.bout __,e · ing . ltOC~ on . e pru11ert,y? _,!H. 'w "e and A!mt:x ill cos+ ea~;;ily 
6o~o a d _ e le.•1d c a• l~C":" heJ vill not loen on 0~ bu"v 

evide1tly ... he,~ we ..... o c ll i ,..., :or. 1 rr · r "'r' ,f'>r '.e Appraiser 

bPiu he woul.l reco:.....rwnJ Lhem '0 loer. 'l 00 on tJ1e [Jr pet•',y.on f. hey 

rec;,'.l·re heland ... obef'reesc h~"y have r·ro or'"vt;e--··Hl"' ould 

:!.euve ne .,,... OC f; '1.1 I WO•.l. d be pr Ji "' d ."'ouri.bt.BH:tl'ls 1 e 'f. s ~~ 

'or ne nrivile...,e of' pt Ji E; of'f a it~ li .__ but 'lr, "' 0 81)E'Ld 

rt) tse. I 'oes no+ l'Jvk very [,OOd to 1 . ·;rs.Ross ha . ' .:c to loan 

r:~ht> is c.frc.id o loe o fr:. .de, says f1e r.~.E e.. bucn unf'or u E .e on~. e 

in .... so. ''r.at oee•1s a li"v'"le f'roli:~q&h,f'or b1siY1ess is business T1E''h r 

l'ldE or a' re •0 ers. 
w lor~ t~f'ore '"his of e couin~ of Jevid Andre ·,bu~ I cannot se6 

1!.y J l u.id no• know,long before .,'o.lr lna"'. le.'"t.:r,wri•ten hmuary 3"-'ha 

I hnd i ver1 l:-> all il 'f o "' r~rs. Bl e 1coue 1 a coming out >1ere •then your fi.rst 

le+·Er 5o ud~ising e o do cnue. ca1n0"v unders nnd how she h~r chanJ d 

"owe.rds 'Jonald. I unno~e i n~1t be 11ani.alty" (I '"Onder if .r. ord 

n cds ano'her fi in it?; np+ is r.~ way ·•rs.Ross exple.ins he desire of 

ano ht>r J me; m t + er sor· o l t o~ ' "' way so &he ce.n r~ceive 

ne closer a'"•,e. yoJ.ng nen. 'oth :rl·.Blln ove f.nJ her tis'er 

&• td ob kvoted o n1m. ~o,I b~a1 1 no' ~end for h r,and I sha 1 
uc..:eup y•1in topeg::>lon, alon wiho\.1 at;help. Yo cnaretula e 

.e on 'lf nromotion o do Jes ic s rvice--.,h · e ornine; '.!ondf. y) Ruth ··m 

up · r 11e s vcn o 1 cloc breFk.f'r.at., l >oking as bright as a dollar-- realize 

hE': firs place o a£ i[1 t.an .... 

I au hoping • o t:et in t.he house in about 1 vo e ks, I ru:a sendi g a 

folu r E.howhe ·.r.e lac!<& of tne li+,tle floor fJ.rnace +het I h&ve inf:l+alltd 

in 1e livine room. I a exp ~c ine it · o hea h whole bi.e; roo·~. I have 

re s ~.ovc I h& in 'ilendele d.i.ningroom in rny room, and ·1ill h v am~ ll 

6 as s +o ;res in + .. te front bedroom and bathroom. also f:lend ht description 

of ·ne au oua ic boiler I an • o have ins+alled. It is ore c0nven.ient 
.d chea.:>e r o run. 
'ne C>e f.n 'o m ke r-1armalnue today. .,.e re trying .hree dif'~erent 

recipes to see •vhich ont"' we li' e the best. I finished up 14 pin•.s of 

.~r .... Roos 1 s recipe--she lihE> it becau e ohc 1 make i':. dl in one day. 
Winifred's reci;?e and '!ary .~ac1uarrie's recipe made with lemon,orf•ne;es 

E~nd grapefrlit hnng over un il "Tednesday before being finished, 



I 1aay make some of Aunt !'Jannie Barbour 1 e recipe---for the sake of old 
ti:ues, and because iAother liked it so well. Wont it be fun when I can 
put up a lot of fruit ou~ of my own orc@ard? 

I will send you a plan of t e grounds--as soon as they materialize. 
At present my .nind is in a whirl as to ~twill be put where. :,1r.Lang 
will begin ploughing this week, I hope. It rained again today, so that 
rna.y delay him. 

'l'he painters began work today. I am going to have the woodwork stained 
gray---on the pine which will sho'!T some yellow it seems a 1 it tle hard 
to get just what I want in shade--and then wax it. It is easier t.o keep 
clean, he chepeet--I mean cheaper than three coats of paint enameled-­
to finish and the cheapest to keep up. I love a wax finish too,it is so 
soft and still glossy. It is cheaper ".hen paint because it takes less 
tiJbe to put on and wages is the thing the t costs now. I have spent for 
carpenters--up to date~14~4.S0--1'hey are not thru,eHher. Oh it is some 
fun building out here. When I get in ·.he house and the $8.a day men e.re 
out of my sie;ht I will try and forget it l'll. 

I wanted o go back: to some of your letters and make comments on hem 
but I must stop now, I assure you I am mighUly interested in all you 
write me. Of course I keep your le;tters,11Tilder. I hBve t.hem all ever 
since you left home for your first yea.r in Princeton. Some day I will turn 
over the big box to you. Un~.n then they are one of my choicest possessions. 

11 By Jove"? Fo wonder,but bring him home before he becomes a full-fledged 
1i t .. le Englishmnn---Oh how I do Jfent to see him and hie &is"uer. "Then I 
read about their teking a walk up and down ~.he room lwlding hands,my 
lips smiled and my heart ached I wan· .. ed to hug them up to !ne so much, 
Shall I ever get thelll out here? I "'onder! 
~ith a henrt full of lo~e, 

Your :.l:othur 

Oh Helen dear. I in-'..ended se. ding more t.o you than just that Literary 
Landinarks for your bir t.hday, but------well, some time I will do be'. ter, I 
hope. 
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Cnct; 0 uin I am wri • inr; you sit. in up L'l ed. ut it i& r.o~ n cold 
i,hib t.iirne,I e.l glad to e.ay,-E,hdl I fay--le~ enu ·~? T nuve told 
you tnnt uy eczema has oetn ro ing worse, by lee.·s end boun e it is 
get.tin,!; e;ond .ue. r ... hue nov been 80 painful since I We?lt to tne 
hot-pi'.al in St.Paul au it is now,but it is socle di"'ferent. At that ime 
it rew liKe a ring"lor .. ·t a tl slowly. 'ow it doeL not come on :.10th s1des 
in •ne ewD.e 'lo.ce,nor onf1neu to the one round sore spot. All around 
he ce1ter are dozens of li tle pin-point size e.pots hat i+ch,burn,nnd 

.:,row. Tne cen+er epoy ~:oon assimilates these &nall spots,und eo ~rows 
fc·st. "~a<,<;.r forrus.tne itching a1 burning is Dlm.ost intolerable,it breaks 
of itself,end becones almoat a deep ulcer. founds interes ing doesn't it? 
.here ar· ::.'our cen~ers. One on my right ankle,another near tne knee of 
tr1e BaJe leg,another above ~he knee on my left leg and tr,e other on t11e 
left ar~. A burn on my hand will not heal,but ulceret.es and spreaJs. 
I ·nink my whole ·ystem must be po1sonect. 

I "'ent in own on 'hursdaj. :ry ankle bt.ll;an~ VEry r>ainful,e.nd vmen I 
cam(.; nome I found i bedly swollen tnll deeplJ inflruaeri or quite a ais .anc 
I went to beu. iJruae ia+ely and· v_)t we cloths of ':iitch Hazel on all :'li~·t. 
very o" of he cen,ers fo low tl suit in symra+hy. F'rid y I naJ a 'TaEm'ng 

on hand ..,ut a _a in went t,o bed early. Sa qruay I went for a lone; Jrive una 
befu ··e I got home I tOt only was aching in each of the cen+.ers of 
inflP .. I!lma ,ion but I ached all over especially up near the groin on tne left. 
siae. ~hat made me r 1 ember +.Jle ime I tw.d with blood poison a little above 

hf' t point m t, e other leg when I was so ill, That made the J."ef1r. I went 
LO bed as soon af possi l1e a.r>ter reaching ho:ne and again ~it h Haxel. I 
Ol!l also--eince hursday--tryine; an en+,ire change of diet. I am eating 
nothing that has a bit of salt in it and eating no bread or starchy things. 
he only thing ... hat has been different in my menu since coming out here is 

Rye bread, I eat it three tines a day and seem to W8nt it often and much 
ofit. Could tha do it? I am very ired,and soL.le worried about t.1e long 
vi.ue the house is tan:ing to be finiBhed,as well as how I am to pay for it. 
Would tho~e ·hree hings,Rye, 'leeriness and worry cause all of Ulis poison? 
1:hy do I not go to a doe tor? 'llfell, when I think of all of the capable 
men I have >een to about this trov~ble and not- one of ... he;n knew why it was 
nor how to cure it--I would rather save my money for t;he house. It aeeras to 
me if I can ever get in anfi e;et settled aeain I can rest and feel well once 
_ore. It is ntJ£ rly five years since this lCzema a_Jpeered. I went to Dr. 
Ker.1o t--'o ~r.Cook: aiLl.. the hospital,end hed ·he joy of having all tne 
(,ood sk1n specialist& on the "'win 8iti s exa ine and ad ise. I went to 
Baltimore and had ~hat seemed ,he best here. Ana went ~o Boston a d 
Oxford "o Dr. Penfield. ·ro one of t e great ones seems o know f ny more 
about it han I do. I may ry 0'.1r counvry :Jr.here in van !u.ys es a last 
resort. Lest ni!:ht I could not sleep i'or 1e pain tl.e •hings caus<:;J ne. 
I f(,el 'w er tnis aoruing bu+ thil.k I 'IVill not be on my r•et 'oday. "!"hey 
&rt; <one f:t night nnd espe.ci&Lly hen I get at all hen ed. It L. horrid 
vO writ<; Pll of' 1nis to you so 4"flr r:lwny,but. I f' ·t>l rit':h sput .ery about it. 

However--let .e ell you &.oout our lovely trip ~ esterdoy. I •va··' ed o 
ro o he Arus ron!~urseries in Cnterio,and Jec~ planned •o give the day 
o .o.~e ye&:-erday. Of course Ruth coulu no·" f!O and ake the iny aby bO 

far,~o the four children piled inuo he wck: &eat,~t had n fine luncn Pna 
:::. var ed f bout eleven o 1 clock aft er "'he ... ork. "ras aone r~n r..o .le errrnv.o lookf'(~ 
f:.' .er in van 'Juys. 



It was a glorious day af:.t-r a foggy morning. Going throuh Lankershim 

Burbe.nk,Glenuale,and Eagle Rock we had t11e eauLy of the far haze on 

everything,but the fog lifted entirely by the ime we reached Paeadena. 

And oh how beaut.iful Pasadena,!.tonrovia,Azusa,Glendora etc. are! And 

Claremont and Pomona!! Oh dear,why can one not live in such finished 

places! SLill, the .noney ''till be made in the growing San Fernando 

valley that ib just beginning to be developed, and for richness and 

possibilities,we have all we can take care of here. Pomona College is 

at Claremont, and Jack made it a point t.o let us see somet;ling of the 

College grounds. The buildings are fine, and so beautifully set. Do 

you know I thought continually of Little Malmaison? Why I cannot tell, 

for ·,.he buildings, the grounds, .. he ideab are all so different, but I 

think it must tjave been the harmony of everything. Wilder you are 

sometimes inclined to sneer at American architecture--! tell you,! 

think you have not seen enough of America,and do not take enough account 

of the finished atmosphere of ll!')llB age. 'Vell, there seems to be nothing 

to excuse in Pomona College buildings and grounds. rhere are no statues, 

but the great st;reac..ing Live Oaks, the seemingly non-existence of man 

ideas,and the w·onder of seemingly nature alone,is a marvel. The Greek 

Theatee seems to have grown there. It is a pert of the wild life of the 

grounJs. One can imagine tho Dryads make use of it every evening. On 

entering the grounds there is a well designed sign saying one should not 

pick the wild flowers, and another asking all ::..ankes shall be protected, 

as California has but one harmful snake and that is t.he Rattler , 

TrTe saw an airplane COPle down an11 gracefully al ie.;ht as we passed the 

horae of the air-planes. Later we saw a Balloon descend--but how differnt 

that descent was I The men in the basket threw out a line, :.ren and boys 

rushed to sieze it,and pull it do7n. It came down in nn open space 

beyond an orchard,a cross road leJ to it and we went to the seeing,and 

it wae ~ to see now meW'·~ and children,especf4,lly boys tse~ed 

to spring up from the ground and rush to see the eight. The Basket &ame 

down gently.as tney kept spilling out sand unt.il they touched tbe ground. 

~hen the big gray balloon sank lower and lo·.,er, 1.he gas giving vray in 

puffs--not nudible,of course--and the final plunging over on the ground 

was like a great elephant lying down with changes of position. FPith 

hnd Robert •vent up wi~.h the crowd to see it closer,and Rob•:rt came back 

e~<citedl]; telling just how it. was made, 

Mlm Upland is in the center of t,e Orange belt and we went down bax 

beautiful Euclid Ave.to Ontario. The Nursieries are immense. Jack 

bough a few trees,frui t trees, nd I bought soue grapes and berry vines. 

Not very lJlany but 've ssw what we wanted tobuy later. We had gone by 

the Foothills drive, with snow-capped mountains in sight much of the wr-y. 

'The odor rror:t ':.he orchards, t.he beautiful homes and grounds, the joy of 

everything was intense.We crune home by the Valley drive--benutiful in a 

different way. The rolling green hills, and the far views t'ook our 

attention for there are not so nany orchards on the lower drive. Then. 

when we came into our own valley again and lost the citr~s groves and 

found the apricot and peach groves full of white and pink blossoms we 

realized how much difference e. few mile can make. L/1~~ 

We had lunch in the San Dimae Wash. rye drove off the bridge and off the 

main road alongside the stone wall bul t up to keep the floods in place. 

A huee rock crusher 1vas ~vork not far from us,and that big river of 

rocks--no water then-- was a wonderful sight,ae we sat there and looked 

off over H. The children ran on the wall,and in places the sides toward 

he river were sloping so they could run up and down and exercise to 

their hearts' content. Califorrlie is wonderful--wherever one goes. And 

one can go eomewhere every day for always,it seems to me and never see 

enough of the same sights to tire of them.--If one has the ti~e and an 

auto,of course. 
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In '70 dftys i i~;; f'elen's birrhc.a.:r,<nd I I1&VE- not. sen~ •ter hf•t I 

nad pla.,ned,f t all. I a.ra glad yo1l will not g•1t<~e my love ~or you by 

tif & iven or not &iven. I do love JOU very much,t• ,d I hin-:.:. you 

know that,do~'t you dear? 

I though+,a'"'•cr hat very frEtnk le'ter about my 11 leg.__·..uns 11 +hat I 

ould &UrE>ly ··rri'.e durir.e; he,., e'<.--but lhint.:. preSSt'd Fn~l I did nov 

feel like it,so I didn 1 '. -lut. ~ill .air'" full coHf L&ion now, 

I have h d a hard w ek, Lak i~ all in all. Jii ou ever see · lot 

of < ngle-·~orms all n• angled i'1 a ball of themoc.lv~s nnd each one 

wri.:;gling? hat is he av l~Y nerves Wt uld re:. sn letirut 5 in lte nigh'" •.. 

A 1d I 'Yould w 0 

_ ny Land& and cry. "'h re:: see .ec 11 o :,er "tay to 

relieve t e r>ress J.re. Dr.Canb; ca"e ·o s e .:o .day,he d:d no' c.ey 

.uuch, er ' d t tLe 11 bi6 fp' lc.:ts 11 had C8 1 leJ n.e ecze~·.c--I said they 

did no·. cd 1 it ar.;"hing for l ey did not know, He a pre&cr i 

f ~one heEvy ~r~enish-eray salve ryly 0 P he 

bitt,os ta; l~ts i W£; ever J 1 

day. ~ lv tJ dot; a 110 • n .1r 

c d J .o .:1uch.e eh o". 'V ha 

e, I 1·ve had o e 

be ~~r,Lradually.I 0 

but one open e ot. ine•.ead of six 

bu- hE::n I am buoy ~ do no no il,;e r.e ... &o · ucn, 

Yester lay Dr ,CP ne ~'<t;a in '"o & v me. le nad r de r di no LS. 'e B&ld 

· h y "•ere or. t.he order of Shingles-- ha'. +,ne reae,on ,y lt-t;s were bO 

pa 1n.:-'ul £l t nigh ana T orae so ervo..ts l ,c. unable o sl ecp vr s because 

I wa~· 0'"1 oilY feet &0 ouch hat my ler;e £Welled and a V nigh+ ' hen I ried 

to res A 1d rel&x the blood poundc.d so in hose vcins n~e it. ras no 

wonder I WflS nervous. He ordered so. e elas .,ic banJ •. Ges to be worn dur 0 n!:, 

... he day, only. 'hey have none here so i •. "Till be mueeday b foro 1 rial can 

be ade. "'ell, t.ha t pounding in ny legE. is juf:lt like •1e pounding. or 

prebsurc I nave called it,in 11y head that keepo me awaKe af'"cr I have 

been .. hinking or get. exc i ed at n ieh t. rha t is the reason I have •.o 

read or play cards "hen I want o sleep. 

I .old Dr.I knew it. was all nerves,because the other night -rhen my 

ankle was pRining so much I could not keep s ill I snt up in '~-;ed and 

took my lee; in r.1y arru& and rocked it like a baby,and i. sto :ped aching 

so herd.---Jack hopes I will ive you tne mental picture of .hat rocking 

of my baby,So ~here it is -----

Jack went on an all-ni~h~. hike Friday night. !Tine of' ',he High School 

eachers and some two hundred boys--GeD~Jge among "'hem-- started about 

ten o'clock from Ilollyw od in cars or trolley, .o he foot f t.he hills 

and clL'nbed 't..1'1ilson. It. wns starlight,not t::loonlignt,anu they sto.,ped 

< , ne half-way hou. e for sand viches ~n.l co~fee--cveryone had a lunch 

with nlilm, bu~ it is nune;ery work, ':'hey reached ne top before sur.riae. 

he view of all of he many t.o·vns in sight down below,wit.h all of the 

~lowing,twinkling electric ligh+s ~as 1onderful all hrough ne night. 

In .. he morning it was a rifle f0.;,gy r) v,.e sun ~;ae, no, seen c ,ming 

"radually, but all f a sudaen iv fairly jumped in o siz:ht ar.d :uade a 

wor•derful view. It eemed £ rant;e J~'" no rovl.sLon haJ been made for 

iwm o go into the buildings and 'he Ob .rva t.ory. 



Yest.crday 'i'af;> a gala day wt'Pt,Iflrt '2he carpenters turned the house 

over tot~ pa1nte~s at nbon ..... . 

Mr.Mac.will be the only carpenter on the job now. '"That is left o be doneet 

Some locks,some hinges,sorne hooks,some few shelves,the roof to be tarred 

and brick-dusLed,r;ome few odds and ends, the screens to be hung etc. 

Aside from the going of the carpenters end :.he couing of the painters 

I had the felicity of having two 111en at. work for me in the Y£:trd, besides 

a man and a boy gat.her ing up bits of wood to take home in their F'ord for 

fuel. A big; bonfire was started, the cesspool filled up, leveled here and 

f'illed there.a general cleaning up i ime,and some grapevines planted on the 

~rellis,a bed nwde for my ferns nee.r the house,end a row of berry vines--

4 red raspberries,2 Loganberry vines,and 2 t;faramoth Thprnless Blackberry 

vines. They will be trellised. Three posts were plated with them,on each 

side of the posts a wire will be s t,retched, and the vines end their suckers 

will be trained up between the wires and so gracefully droop over on each 

side. Looking better and being less tangled thal!l when allo\ved ·,.o grow by 

themselves. I have bought an "orchard bible" written by '1ickson, the 

F'ruit man a, the Universit.y----yes,Berkeley is ahead of Columbia in size 

now----r.1nd this way of planting these vines is the first commandment I have 

taken from it. 
I an sending a . clipping to meet any cri":.icif.m you may hear in the choosing 

of .,he cabinet--it cer~ .. ainly is a harder job than one would .,hink on the 

face of it,nnd a gossipy account of ":.!1e doings in Washington on the 4'.h, 

The contrasts are vt..:ry c:ntert.aining,and Lhe many personalities enlightening. 

The pictures of ~.he Hrdin~ perente an grandparents sho"' ~rhat. a fine family 

the Presi1.1en t has back of' him and in Tfres'·.ed me. 'Vilder may not have ti.:ue 

to read them, but perhaps Helen will have t.he time and enjoy them and tell 

binl. a-boat em--still, by .he time hey reach you it •·rill be such ancient 

his•~ory. 
rn~e mo~nifit paper I ea th~t a man trt Michigan 1i~ 

to marry a woman for three months. He has a wife in England and he wants to 

live witn her when she comes over but he is lonesome and would like to 

marry this woman for three monlll.hs. Did I tell you about the woman who 

killed a man and put him under her bed A.nd forgot all about him until she 

tPept her bedroom? There are some queer folks in this topsy-turvey old 

··{orld aren 1 t there? But those two do amuse me. 

Jack is fW dead tired that he has hard work to bear all the little,usual 

annoying annoyances of family life. He forces himself to ~e bearing of 

them wi i,h amazing will power, however. 

A Mrs Grac~ Wal ton who is an interior decorator cru:ne; out r.o see me 

yesterday. She advises no shades.but a·mings over the sunniest windows,and 

either casement cloth or crash towelling to hang at each window to be used 

as shade and drape. She loves the gray stain we have on the woodwork and 

advises a grayish neutral shade of t:i,nting on the walls. In my room she 

thinks I should,by all means use the pumpkin yellow drapes and line them 

and have the walls tinted to match. She has ideas,and tries to suit them 

•O your pocket book. She is coming tomorrow to measure and estimate prices. 

r.~r. Rennie is to shell a.c the bookehel ves tomorrow and then I will move in 

the books right away so as to get them out of my way. I have asked him to 

do all of the shelves firet,if he can so I can gradually get them se tled 

so as to save time at the last. I~ I can get my dishes,linen,spices etc. 

placed beforehand t.he moving in of the furniture will not be so hard. 

Ruth is feeling C}uite well,and i..he baby is looking well. Bobby was 

drinking s ome milk the other day--he has not had so much since i'". has seemed 

best for Ruth to drink a good deal on account of Baby-- 11Mot.her,when a man 

drinks milk does it go to his cheat? 11 Ruth did not understand--"Well,when 

y~u drink milk you say. you drink E fo:: the bab~". The other n<hght I took 

h1m up to go to the tollet,he had on h1s father a leather puttees on over 

his paja.mas! -ell .ue more about tne dear eh i.ldren, t.ha·. letter about them was 

appreciated--With love--.1other ' 
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Dr. is giving .ue works on my kidneys for I have o get up four or five 

•,LJ.es during ,he night.. Oh Helen I .-ish I could see London •'li th JOU! 

I am so glad vhht you are ge ting ec.uainted vrit.h the ciLy,ho•·loVt:!'o 

But I must go over and look after di mer. Ruth ~;ill sool · 'j: ~i'N~?L1:RIE 

~~ e~·~~ ~;0:r~~~~!-IE'c~~tf\AA6~~clioo£ ·. ~0 l!v:e:~!~·~:;~pn:~o ·nuch 

HUDSON, WIS. ..io ht.. r 

(1)...... .,..c 
t: ..c: ,..... H ..c ',farch 17 1921 
(1) +~ (1) , 

..c ~ J:: zy dear Children--all four of you. 

~ ~ ,..... ~ H I do wish I could drop in on you this rainy morn ing and hEve a comfy 

§ L * ~ ci talk with you :nstead of siLl,ing here under ':.he shajow of tr1e unfinished 

~ s.. ~ ;§ ·~house wi Lh the Lhought o.P its gro".7ing exp(moe f nd the dressmei<.er who is 

.J' v ~ • ~'Jnlanning to eo 1e a week from today. I am afraid there is a li. ... tle bit of 

~ ~ J:: ~ >dep~ession in my soul 'oday,and I a~ sure you would be able to dibsipfte 

·~ v g s-. fH • in &nor t order could I look in t.o your dear faces. 

-rl :5 w ~ ·~ Yes, of co..trse I am ashamed of it. I nevt:r ye~ got into a very tight 

ro t:'g~.-~nla e that so&ne'tling did not happen to release me and I Know Lhe end of 

~_q ~..a'«l•uy w rr'es :.s near&' hand and +..his is +,hu proverbial 11 dnrkes+ b(fore 

~+- ~<1>dam 11 )erird, 3y the tL'Ile you get thin let.ter iL ill all be se 'led 

8 g ] ''i ..as ~e how so you ·i: l fay-- 11poo~ mo~,hf'r i haopy no·v so we do not n cd to 
S::: liJ ..0:: filM 

,..... dra·•r on our sy.mpa hv for t:r. 11 

0 b..') • ftl •.-1 • 

~ J:: <1> ~ ~ :• das be•1 r~ining ev r since ~ridey af .ernoon. A g~n le,lovely longed-

' ~ 5 n. H for r l.n. ~~e fer11s I . et out E1 r f' irly scr a ing with hdr p-rowing 

g $ ~ ~ 'd p ins. 'he flo>rer s eds wi~l be m;..~rmur i'1P' o l P el v a 111dert:ro .1~d--I 
·.-1 (1) (1) 

-

~ v :5 ~ ~n vt. n?· ,; an ed ny ve_,e a.b' e r ds · ~ t,wac dis~. poin•ed :.11 ,ee· i~g my 

..c ..ao .-:$_ <1> A.n o. Fri...iry-~ mhe fruit rees i'l .uy nei~h rs a.rdens ~>re rejoicing, 
1-i ..... ,.. 

nj I ex•)ec y bic:; not o fiela •1at was planted la.s mek is ha1oy • o. 

Do r fiV€. acres is .lite a l . .,tle re ten c, 7rou ld? I shall t 

h et y lf·m tar .. d t. 'or F 11, 1 p:d:mi ;, no•r to p , t 
e o-:? a ~G. 'hey "'ill cri 1 •ne >u·d "'ur '.le l&·nn &.. ·c d , .. 

U1 • ( i thc:;;r a!':l I ola. ting r 1 rrui L ,he ho v rch rd r..& I 

Jl G'-niou'll l:.J:C d . I he 1 +ry tnd put in ra.wberries,however. 

~ 
ye en :'cb. "0 ~. nn +he 

nth ;: r d 

canJ.lce wa 
ng 11 Hal')'lY 

1 d r '7ish 
"'in 'rt;d · lien I encl 

.d ··1~ 1 c t,ivt.s sooe 
o ler ... o rt .• urn t.he.n. 

'he 1 
r .. (;. 

s surrou ded 
r t l rer .Past 
ir ... hdny" 

py ..tay. At Jinner a 
.... o ne ''l'hile ne fa ily s g 
youn--'"h n wnil h ca.nJlc .... 

I had a 1 ·er fru~ ~ill ·~d 

' r iL LO charr c ',(;r is .ic o"' ""i ifred 

of condi•ions wi+b hi . You need ot 

Yes eru J I "Nl'O • e 3 illy e bir ~day 

in re·ching h~m ffi1d only carries 01 
leter 'or !e~~-h.i.will bela"e 

but I drew n check ~or it and tolc 

• • an l ' 1 n L, 1 ·1a 1 +, , 

very .uch an~ l y 11IS'nneenloves ~e even ho gh I um so for e:vay from her. 11 

he li~t.e cered ny way ruek it seem (jli'e ''l'or'h wnile to him. I hEd hoped 

to maKe hi.t:!l another sweater Loo,but time and money prevented. I au rr.aling 

one :'or Robert of so..!le old war yarn ha, 'u .h had. ~leith r very beau iful 

"'nor very good yarn. I believe it .nes shoddy in it. 

~h Bells ere here' • ~uqJ,J. B r'Er is e ting be ... r as •r.e re ..tl 

,,f his de', rmina•ion +o carry out the ~,rea nent of a eolu·.e ree+, fnd fresh 

[ ir. He 1en+ Uor•h +,1 ... he same place .here '"(linnie Day •;ent? B•tt they hrve 

J s ter .1 hea , buildin and he o a place here. He had the 

+o st y in bed for sev~n urhole nonths. 'he b d r.ras rheded outuiJe 

uurine; .ne ni""'ht. but brou h•. in for tl e day-• i ,excep'in"" durin£ his nap 

'o CP in.,. Pnd bP thine a ld vi i •,i 1"' has bc.en. undt;r 'l7ar er condi • ions. 
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:.fr. John is .. 1arriod ·.o one of the teachers, n r'iss Johnson. She was quite 

a worker in .the Episcopal church so that Jack and Ruth re:nedber her., She ia 

very nice,not; real.young,and Hudson a;->proves the ma1ch. Rut Hudr.on does 

not approve of :.:rs. Baker 1 s being dragged away f:t:,"Or:l her old home to 1 ive 

with her children. She never thought, she could do it., but the pressure' was 

t.oo great for her to wi t.hstand. Al bert sa.ys she is happy, but her old friends 

t.hink she is very horaesick and every time t-he door bell rings she wonders if 

it IJJ.ay rJe oomeone from Hudson. :trs.Andersen was here durin~ the week too, 

so we got. quite a little Hudson gossip. Ani+o. Nor-th was said to have 

T.B. but now it is decided she has the same trouble Herbert has--heart 

not the lungs. Herbert has had two operations out here to draw off t.he 

"ra'.er,another one rit.::ht soon and they h.Q.E! '.ha~. :nJLY be ·.he last. Miss 

!.~a.cOonald is ''lit.h :.rrs.Andersen,also the two children--lovely children t.oo-­

End t.he nurse for theu1. Herbert is at the hospital,the rest a·, a hotel_ 

near by. The children having the run of Westlake Park. 
','he Doe tors are ha vine; a hard time to make Ani ta. 11 behe.ve 11 she does not 

Lake kindly Lo !..he 11 rest cure 11 • Fred 1 e vfife has had a nerious "Lime with 

Chronie Pleurisy. She too had the rest cure for it is treated just like m,B. 
She is ge'c ting around a little now. Ge~s up a. t. noon, and if she goes out to 

luncheon she goes home early and goes to bed un;.n dinner time. She does 

go out to dinner someti~nes but no dances--and .e;oes home early t.o bed. It has 

made it quite hard f'or Fred. He has had all of the business to ar.tend to as 

well. Nothing in business is doing in hat part of' the country. They used to 

to run two full shifts at the factory now Fred has to beg business to keep 

one shift going. In Hudson so many are being discharged at the shops that 

there is no dearth of help for ·.he families now. One can get all they want. 

So the small gain Lhere comes to the pepple wi-:.h money. lirs.Andersen 

looks very worn and worried. 
I have not seen or hea.rd from Herbert and Mame for a week. I did think 

they might come out on the ninth for a moment,but oh their hands and hearts 

ate eo full. I have not laid it up against them. Ruth does not say the 

funny lovely things about my lookin.e; eo young as you and Will. Can· it be 1,hat 

she and Jack are moru truthful? 'here is this I can say in answer,and most 

truthfully---my little family of three the. t I brought Lo Hudson with me so 

1aany years ago have been mighty good to me. Thgy have accepted so dearly 

the others whom I hflve adopted into my heart and he.ve chosen such dear 

"spouses" who have become such dear children to me. I truly Bill a proud and 

happy parent. tove coats --but Love pays. I think that is the one great 

leoson I have tried to ,,each you children, and ae I t.hink of you and your 

f~~ilies I believe the lesson has been well leRrned. Love coeLa,and no 

other Love counta,but the tlore i~ cosLs the more it pays. It is only 

eel:'iah love that ever brings real uopappiness. 'he price Love has ~,o pay 

is unselfishneec,and "rhp_t costs us ;;:wr.:: :.ho.n '.hat? 
he children were 'alking about the bump of knowledge tha~, ohows Lro"Vth 

fl& oue ..:,ains b. :Cnowledge. Robert came into the conversation wi '",h a 

description of a bu.'llp Lhflt grew on his head from the blow of a. hammer some 

long time ago. Slizabeth 11 but. that was not a. bump of knowledge Bob 11 

11 No,I should think not,that was a bump of ignorance" drawled Marmie. 

I wish you could get a Research scholarship from the Rockefellar Insti tu t,e 

That added -:.o the Bei t, Fellowship would give you a chance to do the real 

Research you should do right now while you are so fitted for it. Why do you 

not go after one? You always get what you really go after,so I am quite sure 

you could land this if you tried righ-:, hard. The Ford place may not be 

just what you want,and that will give you a li+.tle more time and things in 

the world will be better settled in a year or two. Dr. Shaw ie very much 

down on Ford owing to what some friend of his who is there has told him. 

No, I have not heard a word from the Sha•vs since the drive H rbert gave them. 

Some Lime r•ftt~r I get se1 tled I will invite 1-he:.:.t out to dinner or something. 

If my skin is g~tting really better it is a very slow process. The wearing 

the elastic bandage when I em on my feet a good deal may be of benefit--



THEGALAHADSCHOOL 
HUDSON, WIS . 

.larch ·~o 19°1 
Dear 0 ws way over f\Crobs the Bi .... "' nd: 

T. W . MocQUARRJE 
J . P. INGUS 
Pri ncipo)s 

Does h, t convey o _,·ou ne i .... en that. I am ho11eeick ~o sec you? For I 

LJ"Il rizht. e11art homesick. "'0 &ee you all,bu t-t:r>eCi lly li",tle milder 

Boy. [lis ·:"rnyer for n·~a"l on cre.y d0'm in l he ~·,Ar ery all lone, " eo. !CS 

... a .. e to of en,and perhf·pe exproos~·a .. , f' .Jling 11hen. I •nink of hie1. I do 

feul 11 all ·,lom;; 11 tO &<;t.i_,cs,PlJ-io I Alll lurrouni•d •·rith he ble sed ones 

Ut-re. Is one never ex':'lec cd. •o be perfec ly happy? I su1 pose not, or ve 

ouldq1erhaps,ntver ··r~t1l, to e;o on ..,o f'urt €r rdvf.ntures in life. So I 

.J.US no • r, t 1le Lecf u.:,e I nru mhei\ y .nor you,~ nd unh1 ....,PY .. o:.. o be 

(; led in he how:;e, 'Jn!..:(lp.f?--C'h no, I a .• no tn ";,--you kno 1 • 1 .Just. 

mnt over to '.},P. hou6e ·.o st:e if' I cou' d nolp Rutt.. I ~id no· PY--fl 1J 

c l·.n.:.. b c .:,e d:r 1as so lov ly, ne s "lliine o so.'t,'l1e ._.rovir.t, +,h' lJS 

~o on r ll--tmh!ippy? 'VhJ hoc )UlJ • · r i y mhe~py ht.re in C lif'ornial! 

f' 

r. ' 
0 ~ 

recall :!.en 'liz e·.h, o.· ,ear a~o. nm·eJ ~o LO-o '"ef 1 

no• now,"'or re would ise you ro ruch'' 1d 'li 

Lac'. I a in. r he wot.ld (;J he roeu 0 C:al. for . r 

. "' c~r ?- --Perhaps ')al if'0r•'L 

S + L 11 , fe he v 
l dey, I 1 

he 

he 

i!. i 
1 , .... .... .Por tert:: 

to t ny 

I r J. .... 

c '-'P 

o 40vPd nex~ Jcar 

re·•d" ror l 
l.. ,. 11 >! l oui e cloEe +he nouse 

Cl 1 <;>b l i ~' 1 e hf 

... f' J.. orange +,ree 

..,r n+ f'lovrers. 

11. In-vtr~L'~ 

~ust one 1ass 

Aunt Aldie is to 6ive up heir rpart ent on the 4th. and will come out 

here for a cou~le of we ke ~ 1d. +hen ~"'O +o Sp ka"le to sell off' tJ1e thi'1["!3 

in thl ho 'e. Ja-1.i~ 1 s •rife he& ·rri. +,ten her a lovely le+ +,er of b.vitation 

to come and live :i th them 1 he rea·. of her 1 i:'e, but flhe will s· ay b" 

Ar+ 1r,of' cour .. e. He needs her. He is doing very wel ind(;&d,JJaS had 

o.nother raise, is in charge o:!:' a depart "ent,doing the ";ork of t"ro former 

men and is a.lltlad of his work. I do hate to have Aunt AcidiA leave hiw 

at all, l:>ut I suppose she Jlunt do so. It is li'ce a resurredtion to have 



hi:a coute back. He is working with the idea that the Sun Drug Oo. 
will, eventually, s t.nrt hi:a in a business of his tnvn. They have so many 
stores all over. Almost every other corner in the business part of L.A. 
is oc~upied bya Sun or an Owl Drue; store. 

Blanche and her father and m:t)uu:zzm&?J:t.B.er.z.ha:ezaPJ.zapatmBatzx 
mother have e.n apartment in the city now. Herbert and Milton pay the 
rent. ..rr.Hutchcroft i~;~ ge ting more and more uncomfortable. ;'he Dr. 
does not expect. him to lest thru ~he surnner,and he raey r,o any moment. 
It iB suite Rn enxiety for Utero Ell. 

This is Vf•Cation week end Jack has promised an e.ll-dny picnic for 
the children. 'l"e wanted the Peni'ie!ds but Herbert· does not feel like 
taking the day, and l.Iar.ae feels that it would be too much for her. She is 
far froJL. well, been huving neuritis in her hip. Too much · ·ork and worry 
poor lii.t.le girl! Gut oh how ehe does enjoy society! A short time ago 
a cousin of l.~aL:le 1 s who 1 ives in L.A. Hnzel and her husband Earl-- I 
forget the ot.her nmues, invited them to a dancing party at the L.A. 
Country Club--most exclusive,Jews And Movie people excluded most 
rit:;idly-- Well ,one would have t,hoL, they would have been too tired and 
discourae;ed in the midst of everything !:.o want to go,but it was good 
medicine for them and they are living it over a.nd over. 

"li.lder 'Villiru:t,full of grace and music,is f:IO happy 'het he is taking 
viol in leESOnE·. But '::.o go back to the picnic. nre are :.:;oing to 
Exposition Park on Tuesdey. "le have asked Aunts Elizabeth a.nd Addie, 
and ::ra.Ross to l!leet us there.Alt:.o :.ryr~.a Herbert anJ her sister--JncH.'s 
cousins. A picnic for the children,yet the se Hre their J.esired g\WEtf-. 

l'!e are e;oing to have hut Haubur2: &'.er';,'- -':-l,fJ'N1 t .-u ,potato se.lad, buns, 
(the meat is go in~ in tJ1e bune, I l:eU.tw<~-- )and other fi>,ings. 'i'here is' 
.d!.Uch to see there,I understand---here is hdlping that David Andrew does 
not have colic I He has been indulging in that pastime this last ve,:k. 
"1x t <.:.r: I to do, I fear Ruth 1:,ets too ~.ired each day, but I have got. to 
work in t. e garden,curtain> IJJ.urt be ~.;;.ade,and the moving is coming in a few 
days! I ;_-.lan -:;o do the washing and ironing, but I must take the rest of 

·-':.he time for myself--Poor young mothers, how hard it i'e for then to keep 
the ball rolling smoothly end not overdo! 

I anl sending some pictures of Pershine S(;uare--a square in the center 
of ,own thn~ is rl•mys .l"uE ~'•:t efi it is pictured. ·rhe ~nen sit.~.ing on 
the wall e.re on the vrall that surrounds the square, the entrances beinr; 
rt each corner. All types of people-- not nll 11 do\\-;l ~'nd n·J.t.<r:." bu';, 
i>:velids,.nen who have come out to the Oo!",st for the "lint.er and t;o there 
~.o meet o t.her r.t.rr.n.e;ers and rcs.d their papers in co.J.pany. It. is moBt 
interestin3 to ue to see them. 

D id I ·ell you tha ~, '~~'ill passed a Civil Service Exam. ,r;e V ing ninety 
nine and ei~ht t.enths as his rnnrk? Naturally he eLands at the head of 
Lhe 1 ist so he vrill get sollle !<ind ·)f a job, of all right,. They tell him 
:,h8t. if any civilians are employed he will keep this job or get e better 
one. 

I must fet reAdy to go over to the house,and I must write Cousin 
Florence :.oo. 

God bless you all, 
,,{other 



(the idea of my ever being afraid of ~,I never was afraid of your doing anything as crude as that,you silly) is no reason why I am not just as much interested in all that you are doing,as ever. I love to hafe'~'Ufi~J:RIE you say that you have chosen .... he one woman in all the world Principals for you and the mothTHE GALAHAD SCHOOL 
of your children. To both of HUDSON, WIS. 
you and your children,my very dearest love. 

Mother 
March 27 1921 

Dear Children: 
Easter Sunday,and a wonderfully beautiful day! This morning Jack, the three girls and one other girl, hnd I got up at four o 1clock and went to Owensmouth for the Sunrise ~aster Meeting. The fifth annual--­The air was sharp before the sun CE~e up,but we were comfortably dressed. Elizabeth and Edith were due there at 5. 15,we were on time with many others. The progr~ did not begin before six,however. There were eighty girls in the Processional and it was very pretty. But I must begin back to the coming into Owensmouth just as it began to get lighter. The moon was shining,the street lights were still ablaze,and the white buildings shone beautifully. The one big business block looked so lovely--it is solidly built up,all white with a square two story bailding on each corner and one story stores between with a colonade in front--! wonder if that needs two ns?--- Then we went on past the pretty homes with the many trees about them to the lovely white High School with its wonderful outdoor ampitheater. Wonderful in its white classical beauty of line and its planting to carry out the effect of perfect simplicity. There was a large crowd there. First, as the sun was coming up a duet by two sisters on the Fluegel horn and the Mellowphone of the Holy City. Then the Proeeaaional,all the girls in white carrying a call lily and one bil lily leaf on her arm. Then a male quartette--the Scripture reading and prayer--then the address by one of the Los Angel es Presbyterian minietera---and it was a very impressive one,too. Two s clos by a woman who cared nothing for Easter but hoped you were praising her and her voice--the only false note of the morning---Another male quartette,the benediction. Then we adjourned to the auditorium to listen to the organ recital by one of Los Angeles' organists. He played some old music--two selections, then three modern compositions,and I felt that the Movies weee even affecting our Church music. It was eo different from the old compoeitiont Then the ride home--'4nd breakfast. Jack and the children went to Sunday Schcol,and later Ruth went to ehurch. Dinner is over and I am in the annex bedroom writing to you. 

This week has been a very hard,busy one. I hope to move in on Friday, April the firat. Aunt Addie gives up her apartment on Monday the 4th. e~d comes out here. The dressmaker comes Sunday evening the 'rd. Aunt Elizabeth will also probably come too. I have made no arrangements wiAh her as yet. I shall have scant tine to g;et thines i nt o running order. I can get no one to help me with the heavy work,and things are not left in as good order as they should be. For instance,in the bathroom, tub and bowl were full of the "left-overs" from plumber,plasterer, cement man and painter. So,too,the sink. Everything is loaded with the finest dust I ever saw,for we had one corker of a dust etorm two days this last week. I am ashamed for complaining of it for when I think of Ruth's moving in one of those storms,and of her no more than getting cleaned up before anohher one would come,---well,I wonder she ••ras no t ill long before :?eb1·upryl 
The girls helped me move in a lot of dishes that I had not been using in Glendale,on Thursday --no,on Wednesday for I washed on Thursday, 

and I arra."la-ed t:le . t' . .:.. ~ m1n ne1r new qun;r t.~r s . I' · d k - - •n. Ltr JEc ,Ruth and Elizabeth 



went i n town----and how it did blow!!! Margaret,Fai th and I did the 
ironing and cared for David. Then ye s t erday I went at t.he house and 
clee.:.1.ed. the bnthroom,ki tchen sink and kitchen stove--unpacked all of 
the other dishes and carried them into the kitchen ready to be washed. 
Tomorrow I hope to clenn ou~ the dust from t he whmle house. But the 
electric light people are delaying putting in the meter,so I camnot 
use the vacuwu cleaner nnd oh but things need it . The furniture has 
come from the repair shop in Glendale,I will send for the new rug, and 
Herbert is coming out to hel p Jack in L1oving rue--or my big furniture 
in,I hope on Thursday night. I have got to get the curtains made,for 
there are no shades , P...nd that everlasting ·vad1inl and i r oni ng will t ake 
up two days of the week! !I!! I I Did I tell you how the cur tains are to 
be made? Fi rst I pull a thread t o cut them by-- then I pull a thread on 
three sides and eti tch ar.ound on !b.he thread . Then I put a. facing on the 
fourth side l1nd' stitch that t hree times and put in two draw stri ngs and 
draw i t up to the width of' the window, the:n I sew rinJIS on every two End 
a hdf i nches, sewing each ring to each stitching--like this-': then t he 
ring does not shov;r. The curta.ins are pulled t o one s i de of the window 
during the day and just cover when I want them drawn. The Linen crash 
is a beautiful ?iece of' t;ooda--oh then I r avel out the threads up t o the 
stitching on the three siC.es--en~ inch in dep~ h,r:nd I tell you it takes 
s ame time to make one curtain. But aft er al l that is not as hard ['s 

cuttbg over r i:lping up and 1 ining t he eilk curtai ns for my room. I am 
sending you e. ss:.1ple. They are lined ··rith other curtains of scri m,and it 
is so hard t o get them so t hey t-1ill hang just right wi tiwut pulling. 
Three windows and a door are covered xiia~~kax with these curtains. The 
\Val l tint matches only no-T, quite so dark,perhaps. 

Everyone eeens delighted with the house. The gray :ti:M::te~ stained 
Y'ooJ:urork iH 80 lovely- - "The most artistic house I have been i n for ages " 
so says the decorator--not. t.he pd.nter, but the. woman who designed the 
curtains--a.'l.d the Ha:ll!.:lond TJUl.lber Go. •:1anager brovtz;ht :1is younz; vrifo up to 
see it. She sai d he he.d talked of no tJ1ing else but that vrood·'lork since 
he he.d bC!-=lH it. Nice , t o !1ave thinu~ tun: out t he.t we.y? l.r·d it in citf!t•.p 8r 

·.:w .. '1 cove;_·l11_:: 'l.i? <>11 of' -t.h~:.t pretty grain i n t .te wood with paint! 
One door in my room has pink,violet,yellow and gray,and blue shades in 
it,like a lovely opal. 

I don't know what Herbert will say when I "warn him" about your r 
needing more money. You see,the Estate has l oe~ed up to the limit,I 
fear. Money is v ery t ight,every one is afraid to loan money. Eight 
per cent will not always bring what you want,and they fight shy of any 
but the giltest of gilt- edge sec n:rit y . I have not been able to get my 
money yet. I understood that with this !eit Fellowship money that you 
would not need any more. I do not suppose you coul d borro'!! any·vherE• 
eleeT I fll'l afraid 1 t will be up to me to try and get the.t much more 
loaned to me so I can pass it on to you. I am hoping that the Hammond 
people will not insist on my paying their bill of over $2.000 until 
the first of August. I have asked them to let me give my note until then. 
Then if the Sutton money comes I can pay that note and squeeze out some 
for you----but therea.re two big "ifs",you see. Well,if you hav e to 
have the money,and I have to have the money,we will both get it in some 
way. Things that must come always do come,! notice. If I can just live 
long ebough to get out of debt so as to leave nothing for you children 
to pay for me,I shall be very thankful. I amazed Herbert by saying I 
expected to do that in five years 1time---but after all,I just don't like 
to be economical!!! I did a lot of that when I was younger,and the older 
I get the less I fancy doing it. I want to be able to do things,but it 
will have to be in ways that do not cost much money. I am so thankful 
that you have been abl e to have t he advantages ~rou have had,for I know 
it will mean much to you later. Please tell me all that you are 
doing--just because I am not "afraid that you will be getting tight" 



April ~ 1921 
Chil de en dear : 

I am writing my firstletter at my desk in Good Cheer Cottage. 
This has been one giddy week of hard work from early morning until 
late at night. I do not feel like writing altho I would like a 
good talk with you. I am truly weary. I have been "moving in" 
all the week. Herbert and Mame came out on Thursday evening to 
help with the moving the big pieces of furaiture. I do not mean 
that Mame helped with the furniture,Jaek and Herbert did that, 
Ruth and Mame nursed the baby and talked and then I served coffee 
crackers and cakes. It seemed so good_ to have the four children 
here in my own home. 

Jean 1 s birthday wae on Wednesday. I could not give her anything 
of value,so I invited her to be my first guest. She could not come 
until Saturday afternoon, but such happy children as she and Faith 
have been. Margaret has been just as happy,probably. 

iztaa, Saturday we had dinner with Ruth,but t is morning Faith 
and Jean had breakfast with me in the kitchen at the little pullman 
table. "Such a good breakfast" "Why I am afraid I shall burst." 
What did we have that was so good?--Happiness and the excitement of 
novelty added to grapenuts,cornbread--supplied by Ruth--with syrup, 
cocoa and banannas. The Dhildren went to Sunday school and church 
with Jack. Ruth and I stayed at home and worked,she in her house 
and I in mine. She got the dinner for us all. I was getting enough 
settled so that the sewing could begin tomorrow. 

This afternoon Ruth brought David over here and she wrote letters 
while the ch'dlldren had Christian Endeavor over there. Later Margaret 
came over and worked at some papers at another table. I went thro~, gh 
my desk to get it in order. Margaret worked so hard yesterday. 
Elizabeth went on a school picnic for the day. Margaret moved into 
the Annex bedroom. I cleaned the room and moved out,as she moved in. 
Faith keeps her bed there this coming week--Bobby went back home-­
and Jean had my bed. The three girls are so happy in a little house 
of tBeir own. Can you not imagine the romantic thing it is to them? 
Their faces are beautiful with happiness---Oh I wish Jean was as 
pretty as Faith! But she may be in time. She is Mame right over 
again in expression and manner. 

They all love this house,and the "ohs"and 11 ahs" are very interesting. 
Margaret said this evenin.e;-- "Oh I jm1t love this room, r~e.neen! 11 
Herbert was to come for Jean this afternoon after they had been to the 
hoepital~but it is after nine otclock and they have not come eo I 
hav e sent the girls to bed. I am afraid tkaBJ they have been detained 
by Mr.Hutchcroft not being so well. Still I should not say "afraid" 
for it would be such a blessed thing could he go right away. The whole 
family feel the.t way,excepting Mre.Hutchcroft,I think. It h raining 

hard and 80 eold and miserable,but I do not think that would keep them 
for they would want Jean to get home for school tomorrow. 



Jack went to Red ondo this afternoon to a banquet to be givn 

to the Commanders end Adjutants of the Los Angeles American Legion 

Posts. On his way back through Los Angeles he is to stop for the 

dressmaker. It will be a weird night for them to come out for Jack had 

four paseengesr already,and she will have her euitease,and it is not 

a pleasant night for a joy ride. I had some coffee for my little 

all alone supper so as to keep ,a~ake until such time as t hey conle. 

Yee,as I look about this big room--it is a lovely,homy room. There 

is one thing that will never be said about this house-- "It does not 

look as if it were lived in." No--the diningroom and sewing room are 

one. And I could not get my big desk in my room as planned without taking 

off the door jambs-- and giving up that big gree~ rocker father,and l~ter, 

mother eat in so constantly. So the desk is in the diningroom too. Also 

the books are in the living room part and the bed you made me. So,every­

thing but cooking may be done in this room--and still it is not cluttered, 

but most cosy. In the kitchen I stood,this morning with the etove,the 

sink and .the cupboard in reaching dietance,eo I could wash the dishes and 

dry them and put them away without taking more than one step. And yet,that 

does not look small as the ordinary kitchettes do. I wish we had a kodak 

somewhere in the family. Neither the Penfields,Ingli nor I have one. 

Had we owned one I should have taken a picture for you yesterday. 

Bobby and three friends wanted to take their lunch on top of the Brooder 

house. Jack said they might if they would take off their shoes so as not 

to hurt the shingles. A steep roof' with three boys sitting on the peak and 

Bobby sitting on the ehimney,solemnly eating their luach and throwing the 

refuse down in the small chicken yard below,was a funny sight. 

I have a 1 ot more I want to say, but I am too tired to think. How I wish 

I coul~ . see the two kiddies dancing! Herbert says he will get the money 

for you . somehow. I have not heard from Ha.mmodd or anyone else ae yet. 

But I am not worrying,for when one hae to have a thing it comes in some 

way. I have no curtains up yet. So I have tacked up old portieres for 

the night and take them down in the morning. They are eo lovely,you can 

imagine. 
God bless you dear,dear,children. 

Mother 



April 25 1921 

Dear Children: 
Again a Sunday has passed and I had no chance to write. Thursday 

was George 1 s birthday and on Sunday I gave htm a birthday dinner. 
It was great fun,but much work too. I had the seven oldest of the 
cousins. The week had been a very busy one,as usual,and on Saturday 
I·cleaned the house,and in the afternoon Jack took Ruth for a ride 
and took Mxa two of ,1 the neighbor ladies and me with them. I should 
have stayed at home and finished up some work but I wanted the ride. 
Then in th~ evening I set the table and prepared some vegetables, 
and went to bed ready for sleep. I got up at six on Sunday 1norninB: 
and rushed Lhe whole morning. We had dinner at one o'clock. Each -
one of the cousins seemed to be a little nicer mannered than the 
others,and to bfar the convereation---well,it "is the same thing 
over again." MY children,my companions when I was young--how alike 
we all are! 

It was matter-of-fact Margaret who started to tell a story--she 
is a great one for that-- George matched it,and others followed. 
Then a heated discussion as to the merits of Lankershim and lan Nuys 
school athletics,. Anectiotes of the teachers and pupils etc. 

They were talking about valentinee,Faith,Jean and P.:.t.ty had so 
many of' theo. ElizHbt:~th, with the col or rising in her face laughed 
and said"the only valentine ever sent me by a boy came from Willy 
Johnson in Hudson," George and Wilder looked horrified,and Margaret 
drawled out"And I bet you have it yet. 11 We all laughed but E.was not 
disconcerted at all as she answered 11 I did have it since I came out 
here but I do not know where it ie now." Then Jean "Mother says 
Pat will always be popular with the boys but I will never be,and that 
Wilder will always be popular with the girls but George will not be." 
George growled out-- 11lfiy not?" and Wilder ddreamily gazed out of the 
window. Wilder is infatuated with so!.!l.c: .:;irl al=. or tte time and is 
liable to make two dollars on the golf links in the morning and on 
hie way home buy some fool thing for the favorite girl and go to her 
house for the afternoon. George is not like that he spends his 
rnoney on things to put in his stomach and hie mother thinks he 
never looks at a girl,but uncle Jack sees htm with different eyee at 
the Hollywood High. But he likes ' .. o have fun ''lith tvro or three, and 
~ot rush one ~s Wilder does. But to see all the airs and graces 
of those girls. No two alike but each one learning to use her charms 
to attract uttention. Bless ) hem, W!lat gra•1dmother would not be proud 
to have such grandchildren!! 

I rather think I shall make it a practice to give birthday di1mers. 
It will bring them together, E..l1d they hc.ve not seen very much of each 
other,not as much as I want to have them. And it will make pleasant 
lllemoriea foz· t,he future. I would. not. let one of -::.hem touch the 
dishes I wanted them to have a chage--but it did seem like an endless 



chain before they were all put away, and I was ,.,illing to drop dov!ll. 
on the couch. The menu? Broiled Hamburg steak in the center of the 
big platter with carrots at l!'lPllleX:'f:.q,d. ee.ch end and peas scattered around 
the balls--it looked pretty and was seasoned well ru1d they were all 
fond of t,he whole ':,hing. Ore8.l!J.ed potatoes in the silver bake dish, 
and baked Lima beans in the brown casserole. A sweet relish of sme..ll 
toatoes a.:1.d lemon that I nede at Sarras,erisp Parker-house rolls. They 
ate until I feared there would be no room for the salnd of shredded 
lettuce with lemonade dressing e.nd Cottage cheese with jelly--crisp 
crackers with it. Then,George 1 e favori te dessert -Jiffy-Jell vfi .L_,h 
raisins,nut.s and oranges in it and whipped cream on top. I bought 
the cake and it looked very pretty with the fifteen candles. ~1hile the 
CE.ndles were burning each one made a· wish for him---Elizabeth 1 e vras 
that he milh-L marry a girl as nice e.s his o·e.ndmother-- Wilder's was 
that he might etand next to the Golllf champion-- "for I int~·nd to be the 
ch~apion,myself". Then there was candy,too. They loved it all,and 
after dinner came the Christian Endeavor. Both boys L.~ •• i.ended e:r,d does 
it not speak well for the girls--and the boys too--that there should be 
no e:nbarrassr:10nt abo_,t it? 'I'hen t:1e:y plc.yed ga.:nes ::JUt.do')rs, until 
i-Ierbert and Mame came after them. Herbert bro''L'lt me some plants to 
set out. 

In the afternoon Mr.and Mrs.Burgess came out with Arthur and Aunt 
Addie. Mr.B. thinks this is the prettiest small house he ever saw. 
Aunt Add ae goes to Spokane tomorrow. 

This morning I waa up,as I often am,at five oVcloek, I worked in 
the garnen,setting out my plants and ~atering etc. Came in at eight and 
got breakfast and then did the washing. This afternoon after a bath i 
had a good rest and then I ironed the sheets and a few things I could 
iron without sprinkling. Tomorrow morning I am going in·o L.A. I want 
to see Aunt Elizabeth 6or she feels very sad. Miss Mari died a few 
days ago. I have asked her to come and spend a week with me. 

I am lonesome,! want some one to tatk to who is interested in the 
things I am interested in. I am reading the Living Age and the articlel 
are so interesting but if I shoule give them to Herbert or Jack to 
read they would hoot me. They do not want to know what Von Tirpitz 
is telling his country about "America Enmeshed" or what the Japanese 
scholar thinks of Russia etc. In other words they are very little 
interested in American politics and certainly not at all in Foreign 
thoughts of us or themselves. And I do not know a eoul who dees like 
to talk about such things. I sort of &et hungry to hear conversation. 
But,that is all right,! think I shall get along,and some day perhaps 
I will find a friend who will knew more than I do about world affairs 
and I shall make up for 1 o st t. ime. 

Ruth seems in better spirits the past two days. Helen do not tell 
any one about the character of Ruth's illness,will you? I feel right 
sensitive about it. She has so much flatulency and now Dr.has taken 
away her milk dieat much to her disappointment,to see if that will 
help. She does not get up before eight,nine,or ten ofclock in the 
morning and is ready for bed soon after dinner. I am ready too--it 
is nine o'clock and I shall have to get up early tomorrow morning. 
How I shall want to see you when you get in this country!!!! God bless 
you four dear people. I missed a letter frou you last week. Mother 
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