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doing that,but they are fully convinced now, Shortage of
money is the reason they have not seen it before. But when
there are so0 many necessary calls for every dollay, I can
gsee how decoration must seem to be less needed. Still, there
is no better advertisement for the gchool than the first
impression.

Helen says she is coming %o spend a day with me every
week. I hope I can keep the necesaity of her doing so prom—
inently before her mind. She vows she will bring over a
big apron and will weed in the garden the first time gshe comes
So I have told Ruth to be ready and we will have a weeding
bee. I will give each of them a plot of ground to weed and
plant with seed. Then I shall expect them to keep that same
plot weeded and cared for all summer. Wouldn't you? It is
alwaye better to make children responsible for something of
their own than to have them just helping mother hit or miss.
I will mark off the rows for them,and provide them with cottam
gloves for their hands and the proper tools to work with,as
well as the seed.

I wish you could have some of our rich cream for your
entsertaining,but more especially for your own cezeal"breakers"
It is fhe 22nd.---Where are you,and with whom? It is very
disquieting to be unable to place you. I am sending this
letter to Oxford as you said---but will not the postage Be
more to send it to the continent? And who will look after
the sending the letters and adding the postage? Still,
that is your worry,not mine,

I thought,at first, that I would just as soon think of
you in Paris as in Londen,but the Germans are driving the

Russians before them in such a dreadful way,l fear me they






for the growth of civilization. They are barbarians and the
knowledgge and love of God and His people is not in them.
There---=-1 have that out of my system.

The only question in our minds,in that event,would be
what of the Russians? Half cieilized,we have called them—--
Will the Russian nation continue to surprise us? Will it be
shown that they are moving so fast towards Christian livésg
and Christian kindliness,that they are really ahead of some
of the other nations that have been called Christian these
mény years? Whoknows? This war is like the Day of Judgement
in its power to surprise us. It begins to look as though
it were a'oly war" after all,in that the results may bring
'more holiness into the world. It may clear the vision of
the nations. At any rate,I am convinced that it will continue,
and may spread,until the god of Militarism is dead,dead,dead.

In the meantime,I am so glad that you are to take a
vacation before beginning the next work. I am so glad that
you have made so many dear friends in England,and I hope
that you may be as fortunate in Italy or Paris,or wherever
you may be for the Summer, Perhaps it may be Edinborough,
after all. I am wondering if you will travel on your wheel
through Italy. ~elen has promised to bring over some of
~~your ‘letters to read to me,so I am looking forward to a treat.
She seemed to think that I would feel bad when I found that
she heard from you so much oftener—than I do--Bless her heart-
She has not robbed me,you write to me as you always did, if
because you wrote her 56 often,you failed in sending me my
regular number of letters,I would think 1 had reason for
jealousy--but I have no reason,and I am very happy.

God bless and keep you very near to Him--

Mother.
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Italy,Spain, or England,
Norway,Russia or France;
Edinboro, Sweden or Holland,
Where can my boy find his chance?

us
To carve up a useless old body
Is all that my dear one now begs;
Oh Nations,you're killing so many,
Wont you give him a try at some legs?

Germany's not safe for a neutral,

England has naught to dissect,
French Varsities close for the summer,

How will the Medics their knowledge perfect?
Where shall we get some new Doctors®x

If the Allies provide not a way-?

When Germany kills all Red Crossers
What a price the future will pay.

Wilder Dear:

I do not suppose you want any more verses along that lihe,
or of that kind--but they sound about as good to me as some
of Kiplings that I have been reading. I shall have to go back
and read one of his stories--The Wrong Thing--over again to
cure me of my conceit,I guess. I do not think it is conceit,
perhaps,as that I have theswing of some of them like this in
my mind-- "Queen Bess was Harry's daughter”.

The Queen was in her chamber,and sge was middling old,
Her petticoat was satin and her stomacher was gold.
Backwards and forwards and sideways did she pass,
Making up her mind to face the cruel glass.
The cruel looking glass that will never show a lass
As comely or as kindly or as youmng as once she was.
I do not know how was will be made to rhyme with lass,and

glass--but it has to do so in every verse. Yet whatever he

writes does get dnto the heart of one. Ray left two books

here that are not in my st of Kipling. "Puck of Pook's Hill"
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and"Rewardsand Fairies". If you can,read them. They are
stories of the beginning of England's history. You see,since
Ray went to Calgary he has been interested in the history of
England,and he found these books enchanting. He brot them
down in the Winter for me to read,and I have not done so until
now, Will read the first one and was just as interested. I am
on the second one. D wish I had the time to look up all of the
history. One would need to begin with the first and read the
stories in order,although they have a very loose connection.
It is like his poems you need the whole to make the charm.

They said that Herbert was a very fine toastmaster at the
Alumni banquet. They had never had a better one. They sat in
fromt of us at church this morning. Do you recall how George
with all of the bravado of a small boy wanted to prove to them
that poison ivy did no harm because it did not harm you? So he
took some and rubbed it on his face. That was two summers ago.
Each year he has a hard time with it again. Hie face is a sight
and his jaw is swollen out of all/proportion.

The dinner came off last Thursday evening and was a great
success. Bobby was a darling and behaved with much dignity.

I have never met Mr Gatchell socially before--he did seem to
enjoy it so very much. Miss Slaughter is quite charming. Mr
Slaughter seems very nervous and fratl. Helen and Mary were xhe
their own dear selves.

On Saturday they two came over with George and Wilder and
the whole family went in swimming. It was Bobby's first +trial
and so happy as he was. He almost had an accident,as he almost
drowned sitting in the water, He kept leaning forward putting
his face in and drinking. Ruth sat beside him but did not notice

what he wae doing until he choked. And he began to get black

——



in the facebefore the water was shaken out of him.

lary,Winifred and I did not go in,but went down on the bank

and watched them all. Mary goes to the University of Iowa
‘this fall,and Mrs Andersen is giving up the Vine Street house
and wiil move into the third street house as soon as it can be
made habitable. She thinks she can sell the one they are naw
in better than the big one. Then she thinks Mr Andersen would
want her to do so. She said "Then I suppose people will expect
me to do more entertaining than I have done I shall have 80 largé
a home." Mary told her no one would ask her to do so and would
not expect it unless she herself wanted to do so. But she thinks
she will as she thinks he would like her to do so. It is giving
her something to think about,and will be a good thing,although
the first thing one thinks of is-"Oh how big a house to live in
all alone." Fred will be with her all that is possible.

The changes we are making in the xaxd grounds is making more
of a difference to the eye than anything we have ever done. I
shall be glad when the men are through. It makes the family so
large and cumbersome to have three men. .

I must tell you about Ruth.-She has found,in Elizabeth
Towne's new thought literature much help. That simply means
that Elizabeth Towne has presented old truthe in a new dress
and in such a way that it has come to Ruth in a vital way.

She is passing through just sucha stage as I passed through
some years ago. It is of such help that she begins to feel
that she has powers she knew not of before. It is very inter-
esting to watch the development. She has given the same books
fo Winifred to read,and it is helping her too. Now the two
girls are planning to work together and teach the children

themselves this winter. They will have regular hours. Winifred



will use her kindergarten training for Faith and John and
somewhat with Billy. Ruth will teach Elizabeth and Margaret.
Then Ruth will take the younger ones and give them some manual
training. Winifred can do nothing alohg that line,and Ruth has
proved quite capable. Will says he will supervise the work that
Ruth will do for them. While she is doing that,Winifred will, in
turn read to the older ones. They both want me to give a 1littk
time each day to the children in Bible and history stories.
T would like to do so,but I have never done much with little
children. They sant the children to get their Bible training
from me, that they may remember me in that way. It would be worth
working for,would it not?
That means a proficient housekseper and a capable maid at
Sarras to care for the house and look after Bobby. - It does
me good to have the girls get out of themselves and plan such wor
Tomorrow Percy and Ruth take the canoce and paddle up ¢o ‘

S

gtillwater where they will take the train and go to 8t Croix

' Falls. They will stay there until Tuesday afternoon when they

will paddle down the river,camp that night and rsach home
Wednesday night. Just they two alone.

Thursday we hope to entertain General King who comes up from
Milwaukee to give a lécture in Hudson. I have asked the

MacQuarries and Penfields to meet him. I shall probably have

‘Helen t00. It is pretty hot weather here now-summer at last.
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It is getting time for supper. Tell me all about yourself,and

know that I love you dearly,my boy.
Mother.
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My dear Boy:

It is my turn to put on an abused expression--yet I do
not think I am pouting --Herbert crowed over me because
Helen and George had a letter yesterday and I did not. I
have not had one since the one written June I3,and that is a
mischief of a long time ago. Then to add to my discomfiture
Helen Bas not been over to read me any of hers. She thinks
you are in Italy,but she is not sure. Herbert thinks you are
and that you will go on to Paris from there-but Helen dces
not know anything about that----So we cannot locate you at
all. Ruth is down town and I am sure she will bring me a X=X
letter when she comes.

She and Percy Had such a good time on their trip-- She could
not sleep that night they camped on account of the hard bed,
and he could not sleep on account of the mosquitos--but they

burned
had a wonderful time. Ruth's face is kxzxed the deepest of
mahogany red.

The night they came home Percy put up the tent--3w8&k such
as the soldiers carry--and the three little girls,with Pixie,
slept out in it. ' Po you know it never occurred to them to be
afzaid. I left the light on the porch,and Percy slept out on
the porch,to be near them if they should be afraid. They do
not know yet that we did those things, they slept so soundly.

It is quesr when Elizabeth suffers so from bad dreams that

ghe is not afraid of the dark,but she is not. She‘is afraid



tc be alone,night or day.

General King did not come up to dinner,after all,but we
had the‘dinner just the same,and had a better time without
him. Herbert and Mame and Will and Winifred,Percy and Ruth,
Scottie and I. I did not ask Helen after all. I know of no
reason except that I got tired planning before it was planned.
I mean that I asked the others,and then stopped--I did not =ven
know what I was going fo have to eat until that morning,and
my brain did not carry me over that. Stupid,wasn't it? .
However,I went to the phone this morning and asked the whole
Kermott family to picnic with us over here on the Fourth. I
think the Penfields will too. They will be without Florence,
and I can get Mrs Cosgrove. I do not know if the Kermotts will
come. Dr and Mrs K.are in St Paul today,and Helen will ask
them tonight.

Charlotte had a birthday yesterday and the old crowd,includir
Herbert and Mame were invited on the hill for lunch--except
the Ingli. That is the second time that has happened this
Spring. The other time they were all at Margaret Kermott's. I
wonder why? They have all been invited here so many times,
yet Percy and Ruth are so often left out. Perhaps they think
they would have to invite the MacQuarries and it would make ¢
to0 many. But I feel sorry that thesse four are invited so
little,and they do enjoy going,and have so little bpportunity.
Even Herbert and Mame forget them when they have company.
That does not sound bitter does it? For I truly am not feeling
that way. They do not realize how funny it looks to us,and
would not hurt thgigv;éelings for the world. And feelings are
Dot hurt. Still I did wish that Mame did not talk so much about

it last evening.



How sort of petty that does sound. Forget it--and I will
¥ell you something nice to take the taste out of your mouth.
Margaret Kermott is so very much better. Just like her old
self they say. "They" means Herbert,Mame and Helen. She has
been taking treatment from a Swedish Masseur,and she is quite
surely helping her.

Will has gone to Milwaukee and to other towns in the Eastern
and Southern part of the state. To consult about Archie--(§65.
a week it is costing them to keep him where he is,and the
money is giving out)--and to see about some boys who have XEgNm
requested catalogues. Now that is every last bit of news I
know---0h yes,Daisy Jensch has a little girl baby--Wont the
one other girl,Wanda,be delighted?

I am still drawing checks to pay for the grounds--it seems
as though they would never be through. I wish I could send you
a bouquet of these beautiful phlox. They are surely a glory.

I have some pansies too. Then if you were here I would take
~you out and visit with you while we weeded the new shrubbery
bord-r---no I would not--  But I picked a lovely little

spray of white Dorothy roses and put at Ruth's place this
morning. I used to bring the first of everything in to mother,
but now I give them to Scottie and to Ruth. And that reminds me,
I saw some Nasturtiums yesterday--I should go and get those

to put on the dinner table.

I hope your cold has finally disappeared. I wonder if you
can be having the wonderful weather we are having right now.
The porch is so lovely in the mornings,the lake is always at
its best then. GCGeneral King came up here for a moment this
morning,and do you know he never noticed the lake until I

forced him to it.

it
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Dearest Boy:

The hottest day of the year has just said farewell
to the sun,yet I worked in the garden,picking peas (Oh but
they were delicious) and cultivating after the very hard
rain of Saturday. That rain was a veritable cloudburst,and
did considerable damage all over town. Here,it tore out
some of my new lawn,filled the basement,and drove in through
the roof of the porch. How many of those hard storms come
about five ofclock in the afternocon,do you recall?

As I s8it in front of the South window in my workroom
and look out over the garden I see a perfect riot of color.
The most wonderful phlox you ever saw,with the dear old
"vulgar" petunias. Beyond them,past the currant bushes are
a lot of brown eyed Susans--or sunflowers--All of those flower
are self-sown. Then the Gallardias are coming into bloom, the
blue larkspur is past its prime,but still beautiful. I will
cut it all down and it will soon come into bloom again.

What an oldfashioned garden is mine. I cannot see the pansy
bed but it is there under the porch windows,right amongi
the red rugosa roses that are already in bloom. The white
climbing rose I can see,the bloom has gone,but it is growing
nicely getting ready for next year. On the other side of
the sleeping porch there are some fragrant red roses in

bloom now. The Irbs are gone but the gladioli are coming

on. And the sweet pinks are etill shedding their perfume and

showing a bright bed of color. Tne Zinniag are also comin,



into bloom. The Asparagus bed is beautiful too. And the
new strawberry bed looks so very thrifty. Eveh the long
onion bed loocke good to me. I guess it pays,dear.

: It is terribly troublesome not to know where to

think of you.According to what you told me you must be in
Florence today--and oh how I envy you. I would rather go

t o Florence than anywhere in Italy. I suppose because the
Brownings loved it so there,and I have been interested on tha
account. I hope you will be ablc to read some Browning therg
but you wont,of course,you will want to spend all of the time
in sightseeing.

Helen told me what a time you had proving to that man
that you were what you claimed to be. What on earth did he xkk
think you were? Have you not the markse of an American plain
enough? I am sure you do not look nor act like any one else,
Do you know B had such a queer feeling when reading the other
day how sbme of the South Americans felt towards the United
States--they do not like us, they think us demagogues, dis-
honest,and every other horrid thing. I was so surprised to
think that any one could feel that way towards us,I thought
every one respected and liked us. You see,we Americans have
such a high opinion of ourselves that it is impossible for
ue to realize that any other nation can feel differently. It
is sort of funny when we realize how very egotistical we
must be. So it wae a surprise to me to think that anyone
could for a moment think you other than American and being
American and you, it seemed very queer that anyone could
hesttate for a moment in trusting you. I fear pe that young
man was not good enough at reading character %o occupy the

place he had.



I also feel different about writing you,l feel a 1little
constrained for fear the letters will be censored,and that,
innocent ag they are,fhey may misconstrue some thing and
think some dire thing back of it all.

Percy is in camp,now. Camp means more this year than
ever before. There is a more serious feeling about our boys
in the guards. I think it has not come to the majority of
us any thbught of there ever being danger of their being
called into action at any time. We have thought of them as
a well trained policé force,if occasion should demand their
services at any time. But now,when there is so much talk of
war,we begin to think there may be something more to it.

It is impossible to believe that we will ever get into this
dreadful struggle. The more we read and hear about it, the
more we can begin to understand the reasons of it all,and I
am beginning to think that it had to come,and if it had to ®
come,it is probably best that it has come to all af the samet
time,and the horror of it all may clear the atmosphere. With
children,sometimes,a sound spanking has to come before mother
can get their attention to show them that they must be good
babies. They have to have a good cry before they can fedl
happy. This may be the only way peace will ever come to the
world.

Ruth is reading aloud to us Mrs Stoner's book on the
"Natural Education." Her little girl of twelve knows more
than the majority of grown ups at forty,yet she is well
rounded,and playe like any other little girl,except that her}
plays get her some where. If you ever see anything about her

methods read them. If not wait until you come hoke and I

will tell you about it--unless Helen does. I am going to get

——
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It is the I9th day too.

My dear Wilder:

I do hope that this whole letfer will not be so full of
mistakes as id the beginning. Helen and Cousin Florence left
about ten minutes ago with Will in the open surrey. I went in
a rush to do my ordering and consulting with Minnies-and to
pick the beans for dinner. As I was getting ready to go out,

I séw the water coming down near the window,and as we did not
need any sprinkling I jumped to the conclusion that Billy,who
cannot be made to let the water alone in the faucet here,had
turned on the water,so I started out to reprove the rascal--
and found it was coming down direct from the sky,not from the
faucet. I had a good laugh,and mentally begged Billy's pardon,
but still scem flustered. It did not seem possible that it
could be raining. ; »

I said Helen had gone down with Will,yes,actually we have
opened communication now,and so decidedly that I am trusting
the way will remain open without let or hindrance from powers
that be or powers that would be. She came over yesterday from
Sunday School and stayed until ten o'clock this morning. After
dinner yesterday she devoted herself to the children until about
half past five,then she and I took a walk,picked some flowers
and talked. Elizabeth said to Ruth-"Where are Miss Helen and
Naneen going?" v "Oh I know what they are going off for, they
want to talk aboit Unqle Wikder." So we did--a little.

After lunch,which lasted until Cousin Florence came from church,



we lighted the grate fire, turned out the lights, and we two,
with Ruth,Florence and Cottie,talked until twelve o'clock.
Then Helen and Ruth talked untilabout half past three this
morning. After breakfast,or about eight o'clock Helen read
aloud to me until ten o'clock. And she is coming over every
week and we are to read together for at least three hours each
week. Probably on Monday.

Bince writing you last Percy has come home from camp and
gone again, He came home on Friday night. He and Will and I
had a talk on the work that must be done right away. Percy is
to take charge of the repairing etc. and Will gives his whole k
time to the school work-writing of letters,making the trips etc.
It is a fair division,I think. Will cannot get his mind od
the work to be done here,when he has his whole mind on the
getting of the boys. Percy seems glad to have his say on the
work question too. Then Percy and I can work together better
than we used to do. We seem to see things more alike than we
used,for some reason. I suppose we have both changed,or learned
to understand each other better. It is as though the bars had
been let down and we pass and repass over the field of the other'
mind and thought.

Then another thing has happened that seems a 1iftle éur-
prising,Winifred and I have been making arrangements to take
a little vacation together. We are going to beautiful Lake
Gereva to attend a ten day Miseionary conference. We will
attend the meetings in the morning. In the afternoon every one
rests or recreates. From two O'clock until three is a quiet
hour when eveiy one keeps absolutely still. If any one wants to
" vigit or confer they have to leave the grounds. We will have

separate rooms in one of the cottages,and if we do not rest and



more important that that,get a change of thought for those

ten days,I shall fhink we are hopeless. I shall 53 the

better for it,but to Winifred it seems a vital necessity. So
bid us @od-speed, We will be there from the 6th to the I5th.

I am still trying to get hold of a housekeeper,but with no very
good success as yet.

I am feéling a little more like work than I did so I really
hope that there will be a 1itt1e more efficiency in the things
I have been trying to get done this summer. I have been so
stupid that everything I have done has been done with vast effort
My desk,my bookshelves,my cupboards and boxes in which so much
work has accumulated to be looked over and straightened when
the vacation should be here,are still full and half the vacatim
is gone. The garden looks fine,but not because of the work I
have put on it. I hired almost everything done that shows for
anything. Rain? why it rains almost every daﬁ and has done so
everx since the snow left. We have had not more than a week of
real summer weather all told. Of course I have no fault to
find with cool weather,so I have perfect right (have I?Q to
complein when the hot weather is here, But it makes me cross
when people complain so bitterly of the cold weather and then
complain as bitterly of the hot weather too. That is not fair.

AHelen says she loves to come over here,and surely we love
to have her come. She is a lovely girl,and it seems to me the t
you are so well suited to each other that there will be much
expected of you whén your lives become one. Vieions of what
you and your'children may mean to the world come before me,
and I am content. You will bothe of you be so well equipped
to meet life and its problems. So much better equipped than if

married younger,and without the education that you both will

T r——



have, O dear,I wish she and I could come to Oxford next
Spring. But she will be in gschool then. It is barely possible
that we could go in the Summer,if everything goes well. I do

not know what her father would say to that. I do not know & 4

I coﬁld get the money out of the many other demands that seem to
come to me constantly. It begins to lock as though there might
be some chance of some sort of a peace by that tiﬁe. At least
more people are talking it. And then, too, the Kaiser is reported
to have said that the war would end in October. Does not that
sound too funny? As though all he had to do was t0 decide to
stop and every one would do ase he said. He may have had the
power to start a world war,but I fear me he will find that a
thing like that,once started,soon gets beyond the one man power,
and that the reet of the world has not had the long years of
education in submission to the will of one individual,even the
great Kalser.

Your trip,taken in this way,will do you no harm,but it
does seem queer to think of your travelling in that way. An
incident that eeemsvoften to come to students,I judge.

I do not know if I tqld you about Margaret's taking music
1essons too? She has not gone far enough to know how she will
do as compared with Elizabeth. At present she does not show much
more inclination to apply herself that does Busy Bee. In fact
Margaret is more fretful axtk than she has ever been this year.
She went to St Paul with me last Saturday and surely she was a
dear little companion to have with one. It is the first time
she and I have ever been off alone like that. We went to the
Eat Shop and to the Picture show,as well as shopping.

Will won a three dollar camera at Gacthe2l's for the best

children's picture. The one that took the prize was one of those



where John and Billie are eating supper at their little
table in front of the house.

I forgot to add that Percy left for Bayfield on Saturday
and will not be hume before Tuesday night. Then I think his
wanderinge should be about over and he will settle down to the
rzal work of the summer, The little cottage is being torn down,
and when that is done,I shall be able to see all over the prop-
erty. One of the fireplaces in the old social room,which is
now the library,with new shelving in there,is to be opened,
new settees,or mission couches,probably two,a new large table ‘
ar to be bought besides a few chairs. The pretty old chandelier;
are to come down and a new lighting scheme instalied. Lights
placed so that one can have a light right where he needs it in
reading,and so that all of the lights in the room will not need
to be turned on when one boy is the only occupant 6f the room.
The old library,with new paper and chairs will be a fine ckass
room, The she.ves for books in the front office will be taken
down and put in the back office. New paper will make that a very
pretty room too. Then with floors all over made fresh,and some
painting done, that floor will look like a new place. Mueh of
fxeskingx freshening will be needed in the basement too. Then
the rooms--- A door will be cut through room I8 in the Lake
dormitory into jhe shower roomand a bath tib and bowl will be
installed there for Mr John and his bride. Then a door will be
built into the little hall leading to I8 and I7. That will make ®
them very cOmfortable,I think. Then stairs will be put in
under the present stairs down into the old toilet rooms and
a shower etc.will be installed there. That will do away with
all toilet rooms on the two dormitory floors. Will thinks Mr

John's usefulness as a dormitory master is about at an end.






MRS, JEAN JEFFERSON PENFIELD
SCHOOL MOTHER

THE GALAHAD SCHOOL
HuDsSoON, Wis.

July 37 I9I5
My darling Boy:

I am 80 hoping that you are out of Italy now,and shall
be glad to know where you are settled for a time. I know you
have enjoyed your trip in spite of the inconveniences occasiorsd
by the war. There was much you could nqt see,I suppose,but
much that you could see that was of interest. Too bad that
your time in Europe is at this unsettled time,but who can
help it. Your letters are so interesting,as usual,and now,
thru Helen we get a little more than just my letters.

She wrote you about my visit with them,but I know you
want me to tell you about it too. It is so@ good to see so
much of her,and to learn to get over the little hold back
feelings that are natural to us both under the circumctances,
and more and more I realize what a very dear girl she is. But
always there is the feeling of what great responsibilities
are yours,you two I mean, because of your great opportunities
to devélope you natural abilities and characters. Your lives
would always be rich,but being lived together how very rich
they will be. Where you may live will not so much matter;but
what and how is such a wonderful thing to think about.And your
mother's dreams are big for you both. I am glad you have been
given the love of such a2 girl.

As to the visit? well I had a fine time of course. They
were all delightful and we became better acquainted,I am sure,
than we could possibly have become under more conventional

circumstances. Did you ever hear Dr tell the story of how he

took Mr Keeley home when he fainted in the bank some years ago?



It would take you at least four weeks to return to me the
answer to that question,so I will take the risk and tell you,
If you have heard it the memory of it will bring to you another
good hearty laugh anyway. There was nothing serious the trouble
and when Mr Keeley regained =zazrssu@us consciousness Dr said her
would take him home in the buggy. They countermanded the order
for a hack,but had already telephoned to Mrs Keeley that he
was being sent home in the hack. She was dreadfully frightened
and Dr met her rushing down the street. He assured her it was
all right and for her to go right home and be ready for them.
Shé wanted to go faster than her feet would carry her and
meeting George Trield with his working wagon askéd him to take
her home, Mr Keeley was leaning against Dr with his head on
his shoulder. Dr looked back and following him closely was
Mrs Keeley with George Trieb with his hearse. He had never been
8o closely followed by the undertaker before,and he whipped
up Nancy and turned corners hoping to shake them,but so did
George. (I truly do not know if it wss the hearse or the wagon
in which he carries the boxes,but hearse is good enough for the
story) I am sending you some more clippings that are a few
days old,but still of interest perhaps. A

I am writing to housekeeper applicants and receiving viits
from some of them,and more and more I am becoming bewilderd.
I think I know what one I want,but she wants so large a salary
that it scares me. Will is in Duluth and will not be home for
gseveral days,so I gueés I will have to decide somewhat for my-
gelf. T am only planning Bible work and little dinners etc.for
my work for this year. Oh I may read to the children some times
but it seems queer to be planning to give all responsibility

into the hands of some one else. Wont it be fun? I will read



and gossip and sleep and go to picture shows and try and make
myself beautiful and be generally good for nothing,I suppose.
I hope I wont get into mischief. But all I have to do is to
look around this room in the different bookcases,and towards
that cupboard in the hall to be very sure I shall find some
things to do even if I have nothing tangible to occupy my time.
The next few weeks will tell the story as to the school
outlook for the coming year. This is always a very anxious
time of the year with us. I do hope we are able to get the
right kind of boys. The boys that are possible to influence
for the best that they are cabable of giving. It does make
guch a difference. Come to dinner with us--The door just
opened and all the good odors from the kitchen came %o me, and
?ould it not be fun if I could step out on the porch and say,
Gome,Wilder boy,dinner is ready." I think the visit Sunday
had a tendanoy to make Helen,Mrs Kermott and me all homesick
for you. You seemed to be very imuch on our minds. Dr took us
to church and brought us back. After dinner he made a call in
the country,
Helen went upstairs to write,and we three ladies visited ¢n
thie porch. Later we took an auto ride, their car is so very
comfortable and the air was so wonderful, the fields were so
beautiful--it was a delight. They intended going to Minneapoli
and around the lakes--but the country call stopped that. We
went through New Richmond and around there. When we came home
we had supper out on the porch and after some victrola music
xexzamg Dr brought me home. We had "0ld Nassau" of course.
It was Florence's birthddy and I gave her ten cents for each
year of her life. They were nice and bright and I put them
on her lunch tray around the glass,and plates etc.They looked

very attractive and proved a very happy surprise for her.
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MRS. JEAN JEFFERSON PENFIELD
SCHOOL MOTHER

THE GALAHAD SCHOOL

HUDSON, WIs.
August First- IS9I5
My Very‘Dear: '

I do want to see you most terribly tonight--I hardly
know why,unless it is that we have been having a tin wedding
celebration here today. Let me tell you about it dear,for
it has been very dear and sweet,and I am very thankful that
thinge are as they are with my dear ones. I wanted Helen to
come too but the parents went off on an auto trip and Helen
had to stay with her grandmother,so I did not even let her
know I wanted her. Winifred took the children over there for
dinner at one-thirty,and then she and Will and Father MacQ-
came here at two for dinner with Herbert and Mame,Percy and Ruth
and Cottie and me. When the Inglis'tenth anniversary came,
two weeks ago today,Percy was in camp,so when the Penfield's
came today we thought we would celebrate.

Ruth set the table and it was a picture. She painted the
0ld diningroom table that was mother's/white enamel, this
summer,and we use blue and white crape runners and doilies
Xkx on it and it loocks so summery and pretty. Todéy on the
lamp above the table she hung bright tin spoons and tin hearts.
in the little casement windows on the North she strung tin
hearts,and they all swayed in the breeze,and tinkled like the
chinese bells. Three bouquets of pure glistening white phlox
were on fhe table in tall tin tubes. The salted almonds were

the butter pats
in small tin tube molds,XRexBuxker in tiny tin cake tins, the

bread etc.in tin pans,etc. The place cards were tin hearts. §

The effect was so dainty and lovely,and even more go thi
8



il

evening after the lights were lighted. We had a very happy
family party at the table. Later,the children went up stairs,
after their run in bathing suits in the rain, and played very
quietly with their paper dolls,Bobbie fook & long nap and
Winifred and father MagQuarrie,and Will,for a while,went home

el —"

and Scottie went up stairs. Then we had a talk--The sermon

this morning was by Mr Alemander-do you recall him? His text-
Prov.29:1I8 "Where there is no vision the people perish.® There
must be a vision before a man can succeed in his business-there
must be a vision before a man can be a good citizen--a vision
before anything can be wrought in art--z vision before a home
can become an ideal home. Many a home is started with a beau-
tiful vision,but it is lost and the home is a failure. I thought
of my own home "Each for the other and both for God"-was the zmid
vision that we had had. "for God" was lost and later the vision
of "eachfor the other" was lost and the home was gone. Then I
thought of these two couples who had just finished their first
ten years of life together,and thought of my home when the
tenth anniversary came to us. It was my last happy year, the
beginning of the end came during the year before you were bom.
Our tenth anniversary was in December before your birth. It
took years to kill it all,I did not realize that 1t was nearing
the end. But I can look back at it now and see. 8o I said a
bit to the children about getting their vision and keeping
close to it--- Then I thought of Ruth's vision,how it is
growing each day,and how loyally Percy is standing by her,
although he cannot understand it all. He feels the power of
something growing in her,he sees her growing happier and more
confident and stronger,and he is glad and proud.

Herbert is growing too,I think. His growing intered in



the necessity of good schools, through his connection with the
gchool bozzd, is one thing that is getting him to take a larger
view of things. Mame,as yet,does not take any interest in any-
thing that does not affect her personally,but she will when the
children are a little more grown up and she has time to think
beyond personal tﬁinge.

I have been visiting with Will since beginning this letter

so it is past bedtime now. He is wrestling with the boy problem
now,and wrestling hard. As for actual aﬁplications,I am afraid
thaf there are not quite twenty-five. I suppose there are fifty
possible ones,perhaps more. So we hope for forty boys vet.
No one séems to be willing to really decide until August,and
often not until the last of August. Five sure ones from Duluth,
possibly ten. Two quite sure from Superior. There will be no
excuse about hard times in this part of the country this year.
The crops everywhere are wonderful.

Why did you call Mr Wright "Mr Ward"? Did you think of
him and call him Mr Ward when you were with Him? I had such
a lovely card from him after his being with you. He thinks of
'you with great affection. He is one of the finest gentlemen I
ever knew in my life. We did so enjoy your description of the
yarns the guides tell unsuspscting travellers. DBut when were
Peter and Paul imprisioned together in Rome? That man quite
evidently thought he was at Philippi and telling the story of
Paul and Silas in prison. You did not speak of the Sistine
Madonna--that is the one I want to see in the Sistine chapel
more than any other. Did you sit down quietly and take in the

beauty of it? I enjoyed hearing about the graves of Shelly and K

Keats.I knew that P:uter was called a rock man,but I had no idea

that his face was as hard as that. Did the rock break when his



face hit it? Too bad that St Patrick died before having a
chance to play football.

A Mr Smith of fammi® Canton,Ohio has asked Alice Graxes
of Castalia,Ohio to help him work out the genealogy of the
Gravee family which descends from two lines of Smithe. She
'has written to mother to ask her help. All she knows of this
family is that I married Charles Penfield M.D. and that there
was a son Thomas Jefferson. So I am filling out the family
history for her. It is very interesting,l was glad to have
her see that we had perpetuated the name of Graves by handing 3
it down to onme of mother's grandchildren. She,herself,is the
granddaughter of my grandfather's half brother. Our great grand

51M¢fq’fathe€s wqdi“tqﬁwgagaﬂﬁggTaﬁr greatj%‘M %J%; i;ﬁfie cousind.

Lieutenent Samuel Smith came from England in I633. Mary Smith,
with her brother Joseph came from England in I1640,and Mary's
daughter married Samuel's son. From them we are descended on
the graves side. I shall want to look up the Lieuwutenent's
record.

It is after twelve o'clock--I am zoing to bed,and I hope
I hear from you again very soon,

Lovingly,
Mother

Monday Morning--
I expect to finally hire a housekeeper today at $50. per

month--What do you think of that? A woman of experience,who
home

can look after the whole,department,needing help only in the

planning of the meals. She can look after repairs--even the

building of houses,and has had much experience with help.



MRS. JEAN JEFFERSON PENFIELD
SCHOOL MOTHER

THE GALAHAD SCHOOL

HuDSON, WIS.

August 5 I9I5

My darling Boy:

It has been dark,and raining much of the time ever
gince Sunday noon. It is still dark,but it is not raining
and the wind is trying to change and come from the West. So
we are hoping. Percy and Ruth expected to go to Minnetonka
Tuesday morning and then,after staying over night come home
Wednesday from St Paul on the Morning Star,getting home at
nine o'clock in the evening. I had invited the four Penfield
children to come over Tuesday morning and stay until Wednesday
af ternoon,and had planned to give up my time to making them
have a good time. But the rain spoiled our plans.

I also hoped to have Helen come over yesterday and
stay all night with me. I wanted to send for her and she
would have slept down staims,and we would have resad and
visited around the grate fire. But her mother would not hear
to it. She said she must be quiet--but at home she goes up and
down stairs,answers the phone etc.etc. It scemed to me she
would be fully as guiet if not more so over heré than at home.
She is not keeping off her ankle,it is so well bound up. Dr
says that it ie an exploded theory that one has to keep off
'a sprained ankle. So,I cannot see why she could not have come.
it was not her fault--and her father and mother only want
her best good,so I think I will not question or worry about
it,simply regret that she could not be here.

Winifred and I are going tonight and going to Milwaukee

first. We will spend tomorrow there. We will see Helen and
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we would insist on fair play,and if one had a stick and without
warning jumped on the other who had given us his étick to
hold,on whose side would we be if we did not give him a stick
to defend himself with. Certainly England was depending on us
to supply her with ammunition if it was needed at any time.

In society the war is not talked as a common topic--At
least so I felt when I spent the week end with the Prince!

" It seemed to be a subject that was avoided. But the rest of
us are not talking of it as superficialiy as we did. We say
less but feel more,perhaps.

Your letter telling of your last evening in Lausanne was.
go very interesting. It was an evening to be remembered was
it not? We laughed as we tried to realize the songs you sangg
And your telling of the atmosphere of Paris----oh the poor
people, how dreadful it all is.for them. And howris it in
Germany? who knows? It is told as a fact that some one here
on the North side had a letter some weeks ago from a relative h
in Germany. The letter said that they were not to worry about
them they were 511 right and every one was happy and contented.
Then came "You would better steam off this postage stamp as a
gsouvenir,for you may not hear from me again for a long time."
When the stamp was steamed off it was seen there was some
writing--"We are starving." were the words.But who can tell?
There was a cattoon last month that was somethimg like tha.

The Kaiser was talking to large crowd and assuring them that
the war would end in October. Beside him stood the crown prince
saying "Poor father,he says that every years"

I do not see mucﬁ of Helen now,since she sprained her
ankle she has been over here but once and that was when I was

in Minneapolis. lNrs Freeman came home with me. I do not 'visit
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My very dear Boy:

Whew!---You know what the beginning of school means to
your mother,and perhaps there was a little more of it this
year because I was breaking in the housekeeper right in the
midst of it. But it is almost all over now and I can soon
begin to lock around me and see that the damage has been,and
look at the track ahead and signal in time to avoid any more
collisions. We will soon get into our stride for the next
nine months,although we will not object to slowing down a
little several times to take on more passengers.

No, the school is not full,instead of the forty we hoped to
have there are but twenty-two. To care for thosé twenty-two
we have thirteen persons drawing salaries,and $32.000 of debts
to handle. I could let Mrs Reeves go,but I would have to do
more than I want to do in detail work and besides I am hoping xR
she will save her salary. I pay $30.of it and Galahad $20.

Chauncey has decided to go to college,so is back for more
work as he fitted for business. Movius could not make Princeton
and so wanted to try Wisconsin. His mother was determined he skz
should come back here for anotber year and make Princeton, so
he is here. 8Sibley,Kendall,Beard,Stone,Willard Trask,Martin,
MacDonald, Larson,Whitney, Thurston, and Tawney of last year are
here. Robert Sammond is back. Heine Nolte's brother Walter is
here,and so is Henry Bridgeman. He is Clifton's cousin,and is

an orphan and being cared for by his uncle. He is a Handsome

bright boy. Fitzsimmons is here from Duluth,and seems like a /



nice fellow,although he has not the best reputation there. Some
objected to his coming,but who cah tell? Two nice young
freshmen by the names of Burke and Adams, Atwood from Duluth,
and Perkins from Cottage Grove. Oh yes,Turner from St Paul.He
is from the Corticelli silk firm. I guess you have all of

the names. You know scmething about the most of them.

Sibley says they are a lot different bunch from last year.
When I asked why,he hesitated but finally thot it was because
"there are no windjammers this year."

It is said that living expenses will be lower this year,for
which we hope. All schools are suffering as we are,I guess.
Shattuck is still advertiseing,and is also offering bonuses
for boys to come. Two that have come here were offered induce-
ments to go there.

I heard of some parties who had motored through every state
in the United States,this summer,and reported that they heard

much about hard times every where except in Montana and South

Dakota. The wheat crops are marvelous. They are in Canada tbo,

but they are having trouble to get men to harvest them. The
men have gone West O work in great numbers this year. There

were something like I300 of khem in the 1little town of Aberdeen
4t one time,waiting to get work. Fortunately for South Dakota
they went dry,and while some drunken rows there were, the stuff
was hard to get,and so they were quiet as a usual thing.

I ' had a letter fromrPrestoh Trask and he spoke of the wonderful
hay crop,and the top notch prices for wool and sheep. His
father has 230.000 ewes to sell because he has not enough land
to carry them over. Every one else is buying,so he has a big
market at $6.psr head. The wool sella for 36¢ per 1lb. But

on the whole there is but little business doing,and people are
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