
JO?i 

Jo.1Y 0" .CcoJm1ondations Ju;;rl.~ :.tori to Jir .. Lrthur 0urrie b.: tne 

:.dvisory Com'lli ttee on -Lricillture. 

3':'1' Lrtnur ". Currio, 
ITi ci):C1, :IcG:ll Jnivel's:ty. 

3i1' :-

Y')ur :_dvisor;y Co . .:. tteo on 'J riCUJ..ture ~fter havL.E: cprefully 
ex.'lIIIillcd :'110 or...., iZ::l.tion of 'r cdo n1a. College as &tovm in the stn,te."1c ts 
of tile ~lead.s of de~'"!..rt"lonts "url ~s ')l.."0'Utf11t to ::..i~ht D ... ",er~') r 1 co ltact 
,/ith the collo 0 Jrt,3.1izction for ran .. T Jcars, wi:::: to r. ";:e tne 1'ol:!.O:1i C 
roc oromo _rln. t i 0 s. 

1. 7i~e of ... ·ico of 1'1 ci~l as ~,JW occu1ied is n'Jn roluctiv '1 '1. for the 
.,"'o'"'e t c 11 be elininated. 

2. '..dmL istrative lJO :21.' should be £;ivell to the headn o~ the th ... ·oe schools 
')f '.~riculture, ";vrual )cuoo1, 1 3choo1 of :Iouseuold 3ci0:1ce. 

3. ~tliJ \/ill loceositate the "HJoi trlent of an active 1)e'1. 0: '_griculture. 

4. Tne f1 ~ici[l esti lates shoul~ be t~ke~ oy the )orn~ ~ccom~ lied by 
the he~ds of their more i ....,ortn.. t sub-ci01 "rt'1lents \me~l ocecGary cl.irvct to 
the f1. :.nce cOllr"littee olf the 'C" iversity a.ld the de ... /'.l.rt,,-elj.t~l l.o'lus must 
there ~usti fy .-n • -oJ!osoc1 eX,L)e ii ture as HO ~ld be Lme in ""ny other 
ousiness. 

5. 'rhe executive cO!"llni ttoe as .)resent1y org nizeC: COl sistin£' of tJIO _'rinci1Xl.l 
of lIcGill Un':'versity, Chairman, the Vice-Pri cilAl1 a.1 the De ns Of :_p'icuBure, 
Jcho01 for ::oachero and 3choo1 for Bousenold 3cie11ce sh'111 co _sti tute the 
active adni istrative conu"ittee. The De~.ill Of the 3C11001 for Tuacllers holdi g 
tne vosition of Vice-Chairman. 

Y)'lr CO!!l!l1ittoe foels tnat in its o\vn co wtitution a aomewIla.t bro~der 
roprc3entation of i tere~ts sllould be secured '"'nd would therefore re3.l.)ectfully 
SilG. . .."cst the l1runes of lOre Peter .deid and Mr. Clevelan1 'IoJ.'E,nn ... s r'orticul­
turalists a d -tl0ssib1U a rellrescl1tat.i.ve of the .t>oultry Industry. 

The ... bove ..?ro~Josals m3.Y a~'pear to yoa. to be revolutionary yet we Qre 
nevertneless co fideLlt t.hflt we CD.:..l justify their soundness in the Ovo and 
take of art,-u>nent. 70 furtner foel that these ch£! gos will render ~ossiblc tne 
l'ebLlanc: -' of activ' ty uh':'ch is i Our o~inion absolutoly nsse.lti:l1. re 
do • -.>t vrish to be Ul del'"tood a" seek~ ~'- to abolish n.~ sin le .prosent .ctivity 
of the collego. 
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5. ~The Faculty of UBodo aId O~ll8ge &hall ra k as a Faculty 

of th Uniyer 1ty and 011 statutes d regula~io S ot th Uuiv rsity in 

relat1o» to the com 031tl0 • orgamlzat10 ~ d gover.nme t of Faculties ge eral~ 

shall ap ly i. the ca 0 of thl Facu1tYt %0 ft r ot erwi e 

pravid d. 

• All cours s of study nd all matter 1 relatio to tho 

t Mhi g and. troi i g of stude t i ihe School for Teaohers shall e 

subject at all times to th 

Of the Agr ant betwe 

School La of th Prov! cc a d to th prov1 io s 

jesty the El g 1 right Of the frovi ce 

of bec d The Royal Institutioll for the ,AdVmJ.OOiD t Of Leo.lUIg, dated 

ty-:f'1fth (25th} day of bruary, ".D. 1907, a d ratified by Chapter 

T ty- 1% (26) of the statute of tho Province for that ye r, or a:n:y 

oth r act or Qgl.'e or repleci 19 the same. 

7. All courses of tUd.y i th (tolle€;'e load..i <:> to a umversity 

degree shall ubject to the approval of the Cor,POrotiO of 1.cGill 

U iversity a n all exnmi ations q lifyi g for a degr e i those subj cta 

shall be de.l" the oontrol of th U:aiveri i.Y. 

8. ~e Princ1 '1 of ~Gill university shall u Ohairman of 

tho Faculty of Macdonald College, u d one of tho members of that }nculty 

shall be appol too Pri cipal ot' the Colleg and Vico- :D.'iil'!ll of the Faculty. 

and ho shull ~e so appol ted p rform all his duties and offices, includl C 

the duti·s d of tic s hor 1 aft r spoaifi d t cubjcct to the ao rd of 

Gov d unci. r th ee eral supervis! and directio of th Pri cil>al 

a d f'lc -Chanc llor of the t7J iver i ty. 

9. The Pri clpal a. d. Vie -Ohai of th Ool1og 

Shall genorally ~erfor.m th like uti u d powor~ 1 rolatio to the College 

as'arc ordi arily ertormed by th Doa of ~ » culty 1 relatio to such 

faaulty a. the grounds and buildi gs al10cnt d to tt, as vell ns other 
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duties d jp r.s ioh or co f rr duo 

hi from tiro to time by th Board of Gov roors. 

10. o r to cu P d. . b-er of th toach-

fag t ff of th Colleg a d ~ officer or m loy e f Wb.e h 

uoh ~o r he Shall forth th ort hi to the 

i:'ri cipa.l of th U i ercity with stateme t ot his re co t d 

th Pri eipal of. th U Iv r i ty 11 the briag the IM3.tt r 1> for the oa.rd 

of Governors fter t BB suoh actio 1 th matter a. he sry 

or ex 

111 Subj et tall tl to th School 

h ab 11 have f"1l11 , ora r go 

gOY mm t of the tude!lt body i th 11$, tU. l~ hall 

cl go ral:J.y i d a.bout th ColI la.nd, build! 0', 11 tor 
(O"~\A ( 1"01/'1' u., 

this ,PUlllo e he shall ... t i eemiUee \Vi th t e h ad f th 00 ti tu t 

ohool of the Coil g • 

12. 11 r ort Wllly to th 1 Vie -

Oha c llor upo th :rork of th make such 

th reo s h yd a.dvlsabl • 

13. Tb. re shall b Bur Id Coll ge to be 

ppoi too. by the 0 rd of Gove or a d he 

Do d dutle: To ke p aocurat bOOk 

~.P diturea of th ColI ge with all r quisit "Vouchers; to 0011 et d 00 t 

for 

Of the CoIl ge fund :.d. d to lodge th 

to th ored.1 t Of "!rh Ro 1 Ill. t tutlo for th _t,.dv'RID:lBl'IIO.R 

of dORald ColI gett t i suoh Chart red Gak s may b 

by the t}overaor ; to pay by hi" chsqu 11 out t&lldiBg olaini road sal ri 8 

p3yabl from Colle :fUnds, aid ch qu to be co tersi ed or si tur d 1 

ubjoct to such om r a id Gov l'D.O~ 
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November 24, 1925. 

1. OOW4ITTEE. I had a conversation with Edgar Budge ~o is anxious to 
have a Oommdttee meeting, so that their Executive can make their report. 
They wanted to have this before the Princi_val came back, but r stalled 
it off a little as I thought that too much discussion at present might 
not get us very far. 

2. GRADUATE STUDlh'S. I had a talk with Dr. Ruttan WilO said he thought 
that the Staff at Macdonald, outside of Dr. Harrison, were opposed to any 
sort of graduate study and wouli not encourage people to go in for it. 
A 1i ttle later Profes .'>Or Lochhead came in, and r had quite a talk with him. 
He thinks on the contrary that the Staff are quite in favour of advanced 
work, even though it cannot be denied that in the case of most of them the 
especially practical lines which their work has followed will force them 

o depend a good deal on our Staff here for such work. 

I had a conversation with Prof~ Lloyd, in whose 
Department of course there has been a special difficulty, ~owing to the 
appointment of Dickson with which he did not agree. His ~ea was that it 
was quite impossible to fuse the staff of corresponding departments in 
the School of Agriculture and in the other Faculties. The argument is more 
or less this: that the doctor and the engineer need the same sort of 
elementary P.hysl08, but the agricultural student needs a different sort. 
To the student of Agriculture again Botany is a subject which in one form 
or another takes in nearly half his work and has an intensely practical 
aspect. ~nLs is not the case with the student in Arts. 

I had another talk with Dr. Ruttan wno has a 
further difficulty, which is that most of the standards in scientific subjects 
in the School of Agriculture are very low, so that as matters stand at 
present a man coming from there to get a M. Sc. would not have nearly 
so high a standing in fundamental scientific subjects as the MaGill student 
aiming at his M. Sc. He suggested the possibility of agricultural students 
studying at Macdonald only for an M. S. A. ( in Agronomy, etc.); for any 
other high degree ( M. Sc. ) they would be required to follow the ordinary 
requirements of the Faculty of Graduate Studies. 

There is a certain amount of complication at 
present owing to the fact that the status of Macdonald students will not 
be certain until Agriculture is definitely made into a FacQlty. As soon 
as this happens all the regulations of the Faculty of Graduate Studies 
and Research oould be apvlied in the ordinary way and without any~necessary 
feeling. ~ 

I had another conversation with Dr. Ruttan 
concerning general SCientific orgrulization within the University. He 
remarked that we had no place where general bacteriology was taught; that 
the suudent who wished to follOw a subject must get it from Oertel's dep~rtment 
which is primarily concerned with pathogenic bacteria, or from Starkey, and 
that we have plenty of room for bacteriology as~self contained subject. 

" 



• E. • Rob! on, ~S~ •• 
'RiOhmond. (lue. 

My dear Yr. rtobinson:_ 

July 12th. 1926. 

Last week I promise to visIt 
your f rm on 'ednesday or Thursday of this week. I 
nrn afraid thrt it 111 not now be p sslb1e as I am 
leavine l·ontrt'lal 0 ednesday to est bllsh my ~ !"lily 
at Yorke . arbor, e. for the bnlr-nce of the summer • 

• 1 had not intended gOing until the evening of .onday 
the 19th, but as acoommo atlan w s elven me from 
the 15th the f~rnily thought it ell to arrive here 
on that date. Just when 1 can get out to aee you 
Is now problematic 1, but I should say some time 
in September. 

• ·r. Glassco 111 ar anee for a 
. meeting of our ~griuultural Oommittee for next 

onday or Tuesday. 

1th all good wlahea, I am. 

Tours faIthfully. 

" 



EDGAR C. BUDGE TELEPHONE MAl N 702 * 
PR"SID£NT 

CAR~O IPAIPEIF( • TVPEWRITEIR RI~BO s. 
WAX STENCILS. [Q)UPUCATO INKS.ETC. 

21 &23 STANTOINE ST 

Colonel Wilfred Bovey 
McGill University, 
Montreal - Que. -

Dear Vlilfred:-

MONTREAL 
CANADA June 25th-l926 

CABLE ADDRESS 

BUDCARBON 
ABC CODE 
5"::t' EOITION 

I have a letter this morning from 
the Principal's secretary advising that there will be a 
meeting of the Executive Committee of the ~aculty of 
Agriculture next Vednesday at 1 o'clock. 

I regret I will be in ottawa Pues­
day and Wednesday of next week, but would very much 
like to have a short interview with Sir Arthur any time 
today or Monday , up until five o'clock, if it could be 
arranged. 

¥ill you telephone me if this is 
possible ? 

Yours very truly, 



16th 

Pr to tic 

o tt. 
Your:fbJ.t ~ 

Ilfrld Ba • 
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flouse of COIl1l110nS 

CUllndn 

Otta~~, June 16, 1925. 

Dear i. ilfrid: -

I am exceedingly ~orry that 

I was unable to null off' tLe t.cip to Macdonald la~t 

week, but a large portion of the members wIo had 

promised to como fnund that owinr to tte business 

of the Grain Act which I am considering in Committee, 

~nd the Crow's Nest Rales which was introduced by 

the Government, they found it :LIT;po3sible to be av.ay 

on Satu.cday and rather than go down with half a 

dozen, I thouf-ht it better to postpone it altogether. 

Please eApress to Sir Arthur 

and Dr. Harrison my very sincere regrets, and 

tell Sir l~rt1.ur tha t I am de1ighted he has so quick-

ly recovered from his illness. 

Col. \.ilfrid Bovey, 
Assistant to }ri~cipal, 

MuGill University, 
::Jontrecl, ue. 

Yours sincerely, 



Houso 01' COIlUllOllH 

( ;l.uulCln 

OTTAWA. 
JUNE 5. 

Col. Wilfrid Bovey, 
YcGill University. 
M 0 n t rea 1, P.Q. 

Dear Col. Bovey: 

ONT •• 
1925. 

In connection ith the pro­
posed visit to Macdonald College of Members of 
Parliament; in accordance with the suggestion of 
Dr. Harrison they will come down on the 13th. o~ 
June to spend the d~ at the College. 

If you can see your way clear 
to provide some kind of a luncheon I think it would be 
very acceptable. I have not been able to definitely 
ascertain how many will go down, but I think you might 
6xpIDct between fifty or seventy-five. I will be able 
to give you more definite figures next week. 

Will you be good enough to inform 
Dr. Harrison of our proposed visit? 

Yours sincerely, 

WFK/F. 
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1. Jla.cdould ColI a Call ge of McGill 

Univ rsity d. xc t me otherwise specl lly provided 'by law or by 

regulatio or by the t rms of th colI go do 

to 00 dit10 s 1 fact, all statut 8, rules, r by-laws of 

oGill Univ r Ity a d of the noyal I stltutl0 for the ~v c me t of 

Le30rnlng shall hay full forco a;,ld if ct:1 th govorom t a d dei ~:ratl0 

Of the Colleg • 

All statutes aad regulatio Cl of ·oGill Onlv rsity 
~ 

the Boynl Insltutio for th lldv C E) t of Learnlng ill rel .... tiO to th ,. 
of 

pOwers a d duties of the Board of Governors a; of the 'Pti clpal Vie 

Cha 0 110r of th univer ity Shall upply 1 li er to the Governm ut 

of Uaodo aId College and to ths e.c1.minl t ticm of its s roperty, 

f1aa~ces, fUnd ana a set • 
altered fro t~~ to time by the 

Board.:1 s,l>9cial relati 011 to the a!f'air of th· College. 

All officers, employcen 3nd erva ts of t e Call , 
including 11 Officers Of i 

d. re"oarch Bha.U be A,Vpol ted or 

employed by th Board of Governors of cGl11 Un! orai ty upo the reconmend­

Pri cl 1 d Vlce-Chanc 110r of the U: iv r ity acting 1 

co suIt tio with the Pri cipal of the ColI ge the said Bo rd alall 

also exorcise ell Owers of dlsmis 1. 

The College Shall be composed of four school t viz •• 

Th School Of Scte Oa in Agrl,oUlture, The School o£ Agriculture. The School 

fo 'Teach ra, ~ Sohool 0:£ ,Household SOi C9, nd. the De s or other 

Heads of these schools Shall be respoAslble, under the ~culty, for the 

oare. d1 otio. d agement of th lr reepectlv ~c- ool~. 
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datie8'~d ~O~r8 which may be speCially ~ssigR.d to or cOnferred UpOD 

him trom time to time by the Board. of Jovenors. 

10. 
He sh ... ll have J:"ower to suspend a ry member Of the teach-

i g sta~f Of the College ~ d a ~fficer or em~loyee thereof ~nd When he 

sba~l exercise such ~Ower he Shall fo~thwith revort bis actio. to the 

~rinci~1 Of the University ~th a statemeut of his rea~o.s th'refor, aDd 

the Pr.i ci~l Of the Dniversity Shall then oring the matter befo~e tb_Board 

of Govel"llora atter taking such action i.JI. the matter as he may d&fJJD.neo&ua.ry. 

or expedi~t ix the me~time. 

ill 
3abject at all times to the ~chool Law O~ the ~ovi~o$ 

he Mall bave :tUll power and superintend,e~ce Over the peaee. Ort;ler and goOd 

goverRmeut o£ the student body iu the reaidences, lecturehalis, di.JI.iag halls 
. . 

and generally.lu and about the: College la.tad:, buildi~gs alld ...-Temises, :ad. for 

this purpose he 80011 act in cOmmittee m. th the heads of the COL sti tuent 

schools of the College. 

12. 
He shall report a~11y to the ~rinci~l and Vice-

Chauoillor u,pOll the work of the lJollege and its requ1remell.ta a.nd make 

. recomme~dations thereo:a as he may. deem ~d~isable. 
13. 

2iJ.ere $11 be a. Bursar for Maodo:aald 

&PPQi.ted by the Bo rd Of Goveruors and he shall have the followi:ag .Powt". 

a:ad duties: To keep aocu~ate bOOks Of acoeqnt ot. all 

qpelllii tures Of the College wi th all requi si te vl)tlCh.ers; 

tor all mOB.1s, retia aad roveuuea ot the College, exoept 

outside htveatrnel'lts of the College fads and ttlJ:doVIDe~ts, and to l.Odga the 

to the credit Of "fhe Royal & •• U:a~1_ for the AdV&llceme:at of 1eani:ag, 

Trustees of Uaocionald College", . ill such charte~ bank as may be desigaate4 

.by the Govera.Oft; ...to pa., by :al .. che~ue all outstu.d1ll€ :claims ~ salari" 

payable trom College f1.tltds, said oheques to be oo~ters1g11ed or aigntured. i. 

auch lI!al1l1&r and fom aM .ubjedt to ~uc~ orders a.. the 



r:" from tiMO to ti e .... J.thorize r Ilirect; to ~ ........ crvi ~e . 1 e::J...!!lo~ee:J· U, 3u~or-

c is done Jy t.le Bu.'" r 0 tue C i versi ty; 

to ()u ... ,,-,rvi~e aJ.I .Jutl!.!ings '-"L.d ".le" -, ::..i~ti g ' .. d h0"t· g; to a:d!nini ter the 

id. tch~ ...... :.na. me r ,I'"'; to L . Jcct ::'1 1 nds, bu'-ldillt.'s .m11 olihe ... ' .t,ro __ erty- of the 
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SUN LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

1 8. MACAULAY 

PRF$tOENT AND MANAGING DtRI!CrOR CONFIDENTIAL/ M ONTR EAL 
May 
nineteenth 
1 9 2 5 • 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, MoGill University, 

City. 

Dear Sir Arthur :-

I enclose herewith a letter which speaks 

for itself. As I cannot be with you, I should be greatly pleased 

if you could very kindly have it read. 

In your letter calling the meeting you speak 

of the appointment of a Committee, which would report direct to 

the Principal. This is rather vague, in that you do not say 

whether you mean the Principal of Maodonald or the Principal of 

MoGill University. It will make a mighty difference. 

Letter enclosed. 

TBM/MSW. 



SUN LIFE AsSURANCE COMPANY OF CANADA 

OFFICE OF" 

THE. PRESIDENT 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Prinoipal. MoGi11 University. 

City. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

MONTREAL 20th May, 1925. 

I am very sorry to have to say that on aooount of my 

son's wedding I must leave for St. John on the evening of the 25th. 

so that it will be impossible for me to attend the meetings of the 

Committee you have invited to oonsider the affairs of Maodonald 

College. I regret this the more deeply beoause I feel a keen interest 

in that institution, and would like to see i have the greatest in­

fluenoe and the widest field of usefUlness possible. 

It is a faot that most, perhaps all, the griou1tura1 

oolleges of the oontinent are suffering at present from a dearth of 

stUdents. In a reoent issue of tiThe Country Gentleman" (of whioh I 

send you a copy) it is pointed out that whi1e the numbers of students 

attending other faoulties hav of reoent years inoreased very greatly, 

the numbers in the agrioultural departments have on the oontrary 

decreased, and the artiole goes on to ask what is wrong with the 

agrioultural oolleges. The oondition is of oourse in part due to the 

depressed oondition of agrioulture. but this oan hardly be the sole 

reason, for even in California, whioh is the home of the most highly 

developed hortioulture and agrioultur of the United states. and where 

the fruit-growers are a high olass of men in good oiroumstances t . the 

oondition is at least as bad as elsewhere. At the University of 
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California the total number of students has grown from 5.614 in 1914 

to 15,580 at the time of the last returns, but the students in the 

Agricultural Department have dropped from 597 to 515. In Ohio the 

agricultural students dropped from 795 to 530. and in Illinois from 

1,046 to 637. 

The problem which you have to face is one that may be 

said to be common to all Agricultural Colleges. but I cannot help 

thinking that in the case of Macdonald the problem is even more acute 

than elsewhere. Our circumstanoes in this province are unusual. The 

English-speaking farmin~poPulation of Quebeo. and of Eastern Ontario, 

for whose benefit it may be said that Maodona1d College was primarily 

established, is distinotly limited. Your field therefore is relatively 

small, when oompared with the farming population of Ontario. or of any 

of the great States of the American Union. A programme of studies 

which might possibly be desirable under other oircumstances, might be 

for Macdonald very unsuitable in view of that limited population. 

I remember being told at the time Sir Wll1iam M cdona1d 

founded the Ste. Annes College, that his object was to assist the 

English-speaking farmers of the Province of Quebeo. Your problem, 

therefore, WOuld seem to be, how to direct the aotivities of Macdonald 

College so as to help that farming p~pu1ation to the greatest extent. 

In other words, what oan Macdona1d College do in the way of training 

our young farmers and farmers' sons, so that they be more efficient 

in their farm work, produoe larger and better orops, get more profit 

from their farm animals, be better bUsiness men, obtain the highest 

prioes for what they have to sell, and, in short, be better farmers 
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and earn larger incomes. I think all practical farmers will agree with 

me, that, in the main, any so-called aid is of little value, unless it 

actually results in putting more dollars into the pockets of the farmers, 

for that is the kind of help they need and need badly. 

This may seem to be a very commercial and mercenary view. 

but personally I am convinced that the principal reason for the decline 

in the number of students in American Agricultural Colleges is the fact 

that in too many cases the curriculums have not been such as to 

convince farmers that the practical results would justify the expense 

and time required by a oourse of several years at an Agricultural 

College. I think I am right in saying that the ordinary farmer has an 

idea that though some of the classes at such a College would be helpful, 

too many of them would be so technical and so scientifio as to be re­

quired chiefly by persons who wish to become professors or teaohers, . 

while on the other hand the general effect of the oollege course would 

be to promote a distaste for manual work, and consequently for farm life, 

with a preference for brain or 'clerical work and city life. 

There cannot of course be the slightest objection to your 

attempting to build up at !acdonald an Agrioultural department of a 

very high teohnioal oharacter, which can compete with such plaoes as 

Cornell, Ames and Guelph, if you oan seoure suffioient students to make 

it worth while. and if your funds permit the expenditures. I think, 

however, that your real servioe to the farming oommunity must be measured 
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by the help you give to farmers and to farmers' sons who remain on the 

farms, rather than to people who are taken away from the farms and put 

into soholastio or oity life. 

I would, however, take this opportunity of expressing my 

deep appreoiation of the service which has been rendered to the farming 

oommunity by your S~ort Courses for farmers, and by your extension work. 

These have brought home to farmers much agrioultural information and 

have been a great stimulus. This department of your work is certainly 

rendering splendid service, and has my enthusiastic endorsation. 

It is far easier to set forth the difficulties that oon­

front Macdonald and other Agricultural Colleges, than it is to supply 

a remedy. We are dealing with a problem that is puzzling the best 

agrioultural authorities of the United states, and it would be very 

presumptuous of me to suggest any remedy offhand. All I have done is 

to try to set forth in a kindly, sympathetic and appreciative manner, 

the ideals and aims which should, I think, dominate the polioy of the 

College, and I oan only hope that the practioal men whom you have so 

wisely called in for oonsultation may be able to give some suggestions 

that will increase the efficienoy and influence of the College. I 

very deeply regret my inability to be with you, for I should much 

appreciate the privilege of hearing the views of those who will be 

present. If I were with you I would speak along the same lines as 

are set forth in this letter, and I will be very glad indeed if you 
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will do me the kindness of having this read at one of your meetings 

as a substitute for the talk which I am unfortunately unable to give 

in person. 

Sincerely yours, 

TB1i./MSW. 

Magazine under separate cover. 
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P.C. Armstrong 
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T.B. l21.caulaY 

HUl1tingdon, .t.~. 

rnilipsburg, ~.~. 
;Louse of Commons, Ottawa. 

Ri ch 'lond, .... ~. 

Bulge Carbon ~per ~fg. Co., 
21 ~t. Antoine ~t. 

SYJee t sbul'E;, ..:-.~. 

.Tne land ~Uhlishing Co~, Cowansville. 

Lachute, .!:.~. 

Vankleek Hill, Ont. 

oIaterville, P.' ,. 

Sun Li fe .Assura..'lce Co. 



F.E.ll.Roblnson, Esq., 
Riohmond, Que. 

Dear hlr. Robinson:-

June l5t a , 1925. 

Your letter addressed to 
Sir Arthur as rece·i ved while he was in hosp! tal 
here he underwent an operation. 

Re asked me to t 11 you that 
ho ~a8 pleased that your report had been prepared 
and as soon as he was able to do so would make a 
definite appointment to see your Committee. 

Yours faithfully, 

Wilfrid Bovey. 



' The Most Beautiful Dairy Cow in Amer ica .. , -

LUCINDA'S PRINCESS 
17160 247114A 

14803 P.S.H.C.I. 

{ 

J . LEE ALEXANDER F. E. M. ROBINSON 

RICHMOND JERSEYS INC. 

TELEPHONES 

CREAMERY & OFFICE 213 
J . LEE ALEXANDER 78 R.21 
F. E. M. ROBINSON 195 

RICHMOND, QUE. 

June 10 1925_ 

Sir ·Arthur W. Curx:ie. 
Principal. I.cGill University_ 
l~ontreal. 

Sir:-
Your ~dvisory Comuittee on Agriculture wet fter the fiela day 

spent ~t Macdon Id College and orga!l:'sed :. tself. Tile wr: ter was 
appointed Cnain.an. 

We have prep~red a preliminary ser~es of r ccommendations 
and in accordance with the terL15 under wHich ti.e COwllii ttee Was 
appointed we wisn to present them to you personally and to explaill and 
justify theta. 

The Committee finds itself unanimous al.nct ... t your pleasure 
a deleeation of three nembere will wait on you . 

Reepectfully yours 

f)-?lfr~ 
Chairman Ao.visory CO;.,illii ttee on Ag,ricul ture 

,~ 



- y 6, 1925. 

Dr.'.C. Barrlaon. 

• PrillCll&l. JIaOdou1d Oollege. 

Ste. Aaae 4a SelleTU8. 

I than yOQ y.~ much for y Ul'" letter 

aacgeatlag further ~a tor the dvlsory Ocmm1ttee on 

lcn:llture. I am aak:t~ e •• era Davld Black &Dd D.!.. J.fcaee 

to aerre ea this Committee. 

Yours fal tlif1111y • 

• 

, 



MACDONALD COLLEGE 
RAILWAY STA'MONS. ExPRESS AND TELEGRAPH OFFtCES: 

PRIN<;'IPAL'S OFFICE STE, ANNE DE BELLEVUE, QUE, 

POST OFFICE: 

M ... CDONALD COLLEGE, QUE .. C ... NADA, 

5th May, 1925. 

Sir arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 

Principal, McGill University, 

Montreal P.Q. 

Dear Sir .arthur:-

I learn from various sources that Gilbert McMillan, of 

Huntingdon, is selling off his stock this week, and that he is in a 

bad state of health. 

Robinson's initials are "F. E. M.", Richmond Jerseys 

Inc., Richmond. 

I am suggesting some other names:-

Robert Ness and Gilbert McMillan are practically from 

the same section. Perhaps it might be advisDble to ha.ve a wide'r 

distribution. David Black, of Lachute, is a well-known farmer, who -
has taken a good deal of interest in the milk question in Montreal. 

Representing the fruit district of the province are:­

Chas. P. Byers, of Abbotsford, ~ue., - a brother of Dr. Byers, 
the oculis t, and 

Peter Reid, of Ch teauguay, Secretary of the Horticulture 
SOCiety. 

W. E. Ashton, one of our graduates, field representative 
of the Canadian Jersey Cattle Club, laterloo, ",ue., 
would make an excellent representative, and knows the 
province well. 

Jas. Winter, of Ormstown, Que., a well-known farmer in that 
district; also has a son at the college. 
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Two other names are:-

G. F. Curtis. of Stanaeead, and 

~. G. Gale, of Waterville, 

the latter having quite a large farm - some 150 oows. 

With reference to a representative from eastern Ontario, 

there is an agricultural s chool at Kemptville. and they are jealous 

of any of our incursions into the Ottawa Valley. We have never 

attempted to put on a vigorous campaign in this locality owing to 

the presence of the school at Kemptville. I hesitate whether or 

not it would be advisable to take a man from this district, but 

suggest the name of D. a. McPhee of Vankleek Hill, Ont. 

Maitland is also fairly well known. 

Faithfully yours, 

~~ 
Principal. 

L. 

Jones, of 



S 
R. Bruce Ness. '"B.A. Dougl ... A. N .... A Mitchell Ness. 

Burnside Farm Terrace Bank Farm 

R. R. Ness & Sons, Proprietors 

We Breed and Import 
the best in 

Ayrshires and Clydesdales 

Railroad Station-Howiek Jet. Post Offiee-Howiek 

Telephone 605-1 

~ ~. 
Howick. Que .• ........ / ... .. ~ .... ........ 192.0 . 



HIGH PRODUCTION 
Professor Oscar Erf, Professor of Dairying in Ohio State University and a nation wide au­

thority on matters pertaining to dairying, in addressing the American Jersey Cattle Club in 
June, 1923 in Kansas City, said in part:-

"High production is fundamental for the development of a breed. It is through the Register 
of Merit that the best animals can be selected for the foundation of our herds, for high production 
of our herds, for high production requires that all organs harmoniously correlate and efficiently 
function. 

"The greatest thing that the Jersey people ever did was to introduce the Register of Merit, 
because it is the salvation of the business, and more and more you people ought to pay more at_ 
tention to that particular line of work because breeding, reproduction, feeding all depend upon 
that particular part. (applause). 

"Breeding for high production in the future we must depend upon the animals who are 
new making the high records, since this characteristic must be propagated from one generation 
to another." . , 

If we talked ad infinitum we couldn't put the attitude of Grayburn Farms toward the Jer­
sey situation any plainer than this excerpt from Professor Errs speech. 

Grayburn Farms is really just. starting as it was not until March, 1923 that we started 
more than twice a day milking in earm:st. We believe the following shows that "we practise 
what we preach":-

During the calendar year of 1923 we milked an average of 45.13 cows. This is the whole 
herd including everything from yearlings to mature cows and both cows with perfect and cows 
with imperfect udders. These cows produced during 1923, 307,433.4 lbs. of milk, an average of 
6,812.17Ibs. per cow for the year. We received in cash for the products of these cows $7,764.83, 
an average of $172.05 per cow for the year. The product was sold as cream in Massachusetts. 
Whole milk supplied to men as wages, whole milk fed to calves and all the skim milk are not in­
cluded in these figures. 

We had 18 cows on R.O.P. test in December, 1923. They produced 955.76 lbs. of butter 
fat or an average of 53.10 lbs. of fat, 62.47 lbs. of butter-85% fat-per cow. In January, 1924 
we ran 20 cows on R.O.P. test. They produced 1033.42 lbs. of fat, an average of 51.67 lbs. of 
fat, 60.96 lbs. of butter-85% fat-per cow. A fourteen year old cow finished test in December, 
1923 with 516 Ibs. of fat, 607.06 lbs. of butter-85% fat. A junior two-year-old finished in 
January, 1924 with 523 Ibs. of fat, 615.29 lbs. of fat butter 85% fat. A yearling finished in 
March, 1924 with 485 lbs. offat, 570.59Ibs. of butter, 85% fat. A mature cow finished in March, 
1924 with 8841bs. of fat, 1040 lbs. of butter-85 % fat. These are our last four records to be com­
pleted and all these cows look like more the next time. Other cows now on test promise higher 
records than the above. 

Write us about your next herd bull. Better still pay us a visit in any case. 



British Empire's Highest Producing Jersey Herd 

GRAYBURN FARMS 

May 

F. G. GALE. Owner 

WATERVILLE. QUEBEC 
CANADA 

Twen ty-Thi rd, 
1925. 

Si r Art hur VI. Cu rri e, G. C. M. G. , K. C. 13. , 
The Principru. und Vice-Chancellors 
UcGill Uni versi. ty, 
Mont red, Qu e. 

Dear Sir Arthllr :-

I trust you rill be good 
eno gh to excuse me for not ansYlering your 
letter of the 9th inst. before.I have been 
away from home a '::;001 deal. Still your letter 
and the mat ter it refers to shou:!.d have 
received attention before this for the 
agricultural situation is not in the most 
sati sfacto ry condi tion and it is a di ffi cul t 
situation to reach. I will motor in to 
Montreal and endeavour to attend the meeting 
of the 26th inst.,possibly also that of the 
27th inst. I do no t eX}? ect to attend the 
banquet. 

I rer.Jain 

Sincerely you rs, 



• G. G 1. 1 •• 
teJ'Vl11e, .c. • 

Do Ur. Gale ,-

o t'!Ould be vor:; loo 1 
as ber of t ia carn lttae a d to ctt 
0>110 ~ at ~te. Ann e llevue 
o tteo ~ oat formally ~t 
Offioo ut Jaodonald OoIle e. 

:y 9. 1925 • 
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T'. e 
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serious attention to any Dstlons. 

Shouldu find It l..;Osslble t sot cm t la OO!llldttee, 
I 11 S8Dd you ~. i formation at ~res~t avallaole roe rU1 
the Co 18g8 ado. S116£'Clltad agenda. together 71th det .l~ refiF11ng 
the arrangement. for mee 011 entertalnlDg you 8 
..:ontreal and tee Anne de Bellevue. I hOpe that in rmy c se 
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CUllndn 

Ottawa, May 13, 1925. 

Dear vii Ifred: -

On the 4th instant I had a 
letter from Sir Art.hur, asking me to become 
a member of an Advisory Committee, in connect­
ion with Maodonald College, and that if I 
accepted he v,ould send me further information 
with reference to a meeting on the 26th and 
27th instant. 

I replied to him on the 6th, 
advising him that I would be glad to act on 
this Committee. As I have heard nothing from 
hin since, I am wondering if he received my 
letter. 

I may say that I will be glad 
to have any information regarding the suggested 
agenda to be discussed at the meeting. 

Please address me at Philipsburg, 
que., as I am Boing home tomorrow. 

Col. \ilfred Bovey, 
Assistant to Principal, 

MaGill University, 
1~~on treal, '«.ue. 

~d th kind regards. 

Yours 
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Dr. F. C. Harrison, 
Principal, llacdonald College, 
Ste. Anne de Bellevue, Que • 

nay 11th, 1925. 

. Dear Dr. Harrlson:-

I find a great deal of interest 
has developed regarding our conference to be held 
on the 26th and 27th of this month. How would it be 
if we c a rried on somewhat on the following lines: 

~e assemble on the afternoon of 
the 26th and I do not think much time need be spent 
in visiting the different Departments of the College, 
in as much as most of the Committee are already very 
well acquainted with the Departments at Uacdonald. 
I think we must go into conference that first after­
noon.' I would very brietly outline the reasons why 
1 asked the Committee to meet and you could follow 
with a statement of just what had been done at llacdonald 
College with regard to our B.S.A. course, our yearly 
course, our short oourse and our School of Household 
Sclen~e. It will not be necessary to dwell very long 
on the School for Teachers, although at some time I 
intend to let the Committee know the handicap we have 
to overcome in that school. 

1 think that your remarks should 
include a statement of the revenue of Yacdonald College 
and how it is apportioned. In fact some of the Committee 
ha~e askQd to be furnished with such a statement before 
the conference meets. ?erhaps it would be satisfactory 
to furnish them a statement during the first afternoon. 
or is there any reason why such a statement should not 



Dr. F. C. Harrison. " - " -

be furnished them no ? 

After your outline should come, 
1 think, a statement from the heads of the principal 
departments stating not only just what they are doing 
but what they would like to do if funds ere available. 
Regarding this proeramme of' development I ould like 
them to be definite and positive. 

7hat I have outlined above should 
take up the whole of the afternoon. -After the dinner 
that night e should have a very interesting round­
table conference. 

Fo r the next day 1 think e should 
divide our conferonce members into groups. each group 
to visit a"certain department. After lunch at l~cdonah 
College we should come together for O'lr final con­
ferance and decision as to what assistance the ComMittee 
can render and r.hat 11acdonald College should try to do. 

Please let me kno if this outline 
commends Itsself to you. 

. 
Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



Gil b'e rt 110. :i11 an t ..... sq., 
Sprl gburn Farm, 
nuntlngdon. "ue. 

Dear ;Jr. ~o'li 11an:-

Ilay 9th. 1925. 

letter ot l:ay 7th r 
erioulture. 

~hank you very ~uch for your 
Advisory Co~rnittee on 

If you o~nnot attend the meetlnc 
on the 26th I hope you will find it possible to be 
w1th ' us on the 27th. 

~hanklnb you for your interost, 
I am, 

Yours f&,1 thf llly 

Principal. 



"Springburn Farm" 

GILBERT McMILLAN 
BREEDER AND IMPORTER OF HIGH CLASS AYRSHIRES 

Fully Acc1'edited Herd 

Uur Jfotto: A s((tisfied CUB/omer is the best ((dvertisement, 

C. N. R.: Cur', Crossing; N. Y. C.: Huntin,don. Que., gives direct overnight connectioDI with 
New York. Bullalo and N,w En,land Statel. 

Huntingdon, O!!e., ~ r r 
192 ~ 
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T B.MACAULAY 
~RESJOENT ANO MANAGING OIRECTOR 

MONTREAL 
May 
seventh 
1 9 2 5 • 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., 

Principal & Vice Chancellor, 

McGill University, 

CITY. 

My dear Sir Arthur :--

I have your favour of the 4th, and 

can only say that I am honoured by the invitation, and 

will be very pleased to act on the Committee. It is 

possible that I ,will be able to be present at the meet­

ings on the afternoon of the 26th, though I much doubt 

it, but certainly cannot be there on the 27th, as that, 

unfortunately, is the exact day on which my son is to be 

married in st. John, N. B. ( to the ' daughter of Sir 

Douglas Hazen 1. 

Very truly yours, 

TBM/MSW. 



' The Most Beautiful Dairy Cow in America .. 

J. LEE ALEXANDER F. E. M. ROBINSON 

RICHMOND JERSEYS INC. 

LUCINDA'S PRINCESS 
17160 247!14A 

14803 P.S.H.C.1. 

TELEPHONES 

CREAMERY & OFFICE 213 
J . LEE ALEXANDER 78 R. 21 
F. E. M. ROBINSON 195 

Sir Artnur Curr~e. 
Pr:'nc:'p 1, cGiE Un:' verei ty. 
or ... tre 1. 

n€ r U·T. Arthur:-

RICHMOND, QUE. 

- n' e just rece':'vea your 1ette.c of j.ne 4tr. ':'Lst 
a.nc. wi&n to tlunk you for it. As you I..BJ re .... ember t.1e quest:'on 
of' the relations ip of lacaol1.hld Colle e to Quebec ..;riculture h s 
been much on my mind· ne' I therefor , in spite of cnronic short;). c.. of 
time feel constr ined to cccpt your invitation ~) act on tnis 
cOLJl!littee . 

I expect to be in t ntrea1 on Tnur3Q~.1 evel!::"ng on 
lily way to Ottawa Hnd if pOBsi bIe would li e to see you for a fev. 

inutes :'0 re6arc. to these tters before the first meeting of tne 
cowrui ttee . Is' 11 find out f'ro.t.. Col. Bovey by telepnone as to this . 

Faithfully j ouro 



House of COHll.llOnS 

CUllndu 

Otta~a, May 6, 1925. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I am in receipt of your letter 

of May 4th, inviting me to become a member of 

an Advisory Committee on Agriculture, in conn-

action with Macdonald College. 

I am greatly interested in the 

work which Sir William Maodonald had in mind when 

he founded tbe college, and if you think that 

I can be of any assistance, I will be glad to 

act as a member of the Committee, and I think 

that I will be able to get away on the 26th and 

27 th of May. 

Thanking you for your letter, 

I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

Sir Arthur ~. Currie, G.C.M.G. K.C.B. 
Principal and Vice-Chancell~r ' 

McGill University, ' 
Montreal, ~ue. 



THE LHND 
PUBLISHING CO. 

(2owansoille~ Que. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G. e •• G., K.C.B. 
MeGill University, 
Montreal, ~uebec. 

Dear Sir Arthur Currie: 

~ , 
... 9:y ... .9. ~ .................. . 

I have your kind letter of May 4th inviting me to join 
your Adv ieory COlllllii ttee on Agrieu ture for Maedonald College. 

I ehall be indeed glad to do eo. 

1925 

I ehall be at Macdonald College at 2.3v P. M., on May 26t h. 

Sincerely yours, 
11 

P.iJ. Armstrop.s '<> r.¥1-4.­
? ( ~ 

\1 . 

• 



ED6AR C. BUDGE 
PFUE.SICIENT 

TELEPHONE MAIN 702 ... 

CARBON PAP[~$. nt'P[ ~11r~R RIBBO S. 
WAX STENCH S. DUPUCATOR INKS.ETC. 

210;23 S:ANTOINE ST 

MONTREAL 
CANADA 

"ay 
Fi fth 
192 5 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., X.C.B. 
Prinoipal & Vice-Chanoellor. 
MoGill University, 
MONTREAL. 

Sir:-

Your letter of the 4th inst. has 
reached me and I am particularly interested 
in your suggestion regarding Maodonald 
College. 

It will be a pleasure for me to 
aSSist in any way I can on this suegested 
Committee and I have made a note of the 
dates May 26th and 27th upon whioh the first 
meeting will be held. 

Y oura very truly, 

ECB/GH 

CABLE ADDRESS 

B UDCARBON 
ABC CODE 
S"'=-" EOITION 



B. A. cllhee, Esq., 
Vanleek Hill. Ont. 

Dear !Jr. lIoPhee:-

6. 1925. 

For s ne time past '0 have beeu giving v~ry sorious 
consideration to the quostion of increa!;inP" the value of .~ adona.ld 
Collc e for the f rminc int reets of the province. 'bere 'are certain 
direJtions in mich ;e think that < n improv E"l.t "'('\lld b~ rn' de. yet 
,e h ve naturally hesit Led before t ~i~ stope .,ioh .~ .ere not 

Ilssured \:.Q"Olld brine us to the desir d obj ~t. 

16 have had, in conn ot1 n lth our SChool o~ Co~~erce, 
an a visory COl!lt!litt e, ot promin nt bUsiness en, ana we hav found it 
of the test value in conn£'o\:.ion ',ith our ,:C"urs('. '7e are now 
proposin .... to est:lblish a imlla "'o!'ll1l1ttee of t.h University, tabe 
known aM the Advisory Co ittee on A r1011ture nd to report direotly 
to the Prlncl~l • 

. e would be very e10d it you ,ould consent to a~t as 
a me~b r of this co~lttee and to ~ttend a meetin~ at '~cdonald 0011 ~e 
at Ste. Anne de Bellevue, on ~ Zuth and ,7th nexi. The Cocmittee 
would meet formally at 2.30 p.rn. on y 26th in the Office at '~cdonald 
College. 

Alay I assure you thtlt in acklng :ou f~O undertake this 
work that your position w uld be by no moans a nO!:)).nl:l.l one. but thn.t 

the University would reveive the reoomm ndatlons Qf the Committee ~ith 
the greatest erat1~\lde and auld give the most nerio'lB attention to any 
suggestions. 
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• 
D. A. 'cPhee, Esq. 

Sbould you find it possible to a~t n thi" Co~1ttee, I 
• will send you any information at preE'ent available re < l'ding the 

Colle and a ou eested agenda, toget.er ith details re~rding 
the arrange, ents for meetine yo~ and entertaining you lil in 
~ntreal and Ste. Anne de Bellevue. I hope that in any can~ you 
ill be our eats at dinner at tho fuunt Royal Hotel on ~y·26th 

and th,_t .0 may ' put & ou up there. Your exp nsee. ill t of course, 
be met. 

I kno ~ that \70 are b.si::ln, a good deal of busy ('n, but ' 
I thinJ.c you r.Ja..V bo assured that you will be dol P a sC'rvi ~e of 
real v 1 et not only to the University, but tr- the genorAl progress 
of rural districts, uhich Sir lilliam - cdonald .as so ~:n ious to 
foster, anu that your s~erifices ,,' 1 be lell repaid. 

Speaking for the Governors snd .:, self 1 woul' ma"'o an ur ut 
and personal appeal to you to help us out by beoomine a m(;mber ot 
this Comm1tt e. 

YOtA.re fal t.hful1~ , 

Principal • 

• 

• 

• 



David Black. Esq •• 
lachute, P.Q. 

Dear Mr. Blaok:;-

For some time pa~t ~e h- ve been giving very seriou8 
oonsideration to the question ot increasing the value of Jaodonald College 
for the fanning interests of the province. !here are oertain directlona 
In which we think: that an improvement could be made, yet e :paYe na turalll 
hesitated before taking steps nich we wpr~ not nss~red would briD8 us to 
the desired obJe~t. 

, 
,le have had, in connection with our School of Commerce. 

an adTlsory ooamittee ot prominent busines'" men. and we llnve found it of the 
greatest v'11ue in oonneotion with our course. .e are DOW proposing to 

' establish a similar oommittee ot the UniTerslty. to be known as the AciTi8017 
Committee on Agrioulture and to report directly to the Prinoipal. 

We 'WOuld t.eryery glad If you would consent to act as a 
member ot th1s committee and to attend a meeting at .cdonald College at 
Ste. Alme de Bellewe, on ~ 26th and 27th next. !'he CoumlUee would. meet 
tO~lly ·t 2.30 p.m. on Uay 26th in the Office at 'Jacdonald College. 

I 

~ I assure you that in asking you to undertake thla 
work that your posItion WOuld be by 1'10 means 4 nominal one. but that the 
UnlTeraity would receive the recommendations of the Committee with the 
greatest gratitude and would give ths most serious attention to a~ 

auggea t ions. 



David Black. Esq. 

< 
-~ 

Should ynu find it possible to act on this Committee, I 
will send you E~'!lY inforr.m.tion at present Qvailubl0 regarding the 
College and a ~~ "geEted a~endu, top,ether with details re, rding ~he 
a~r[n~ements for lneetir~ yo~ '~d entertaini~ you whil~ in ~ntreal nd 
Ste. A~ne de Bell<.>.vue. ! hope tha in any case you will be our guests 
at dinner at the "ount RoyL! Hotel on ~.;ay 26th and that 00 may put 
you up thereo Your expenses lill, of course, be met. 

I kn07 that ware asking a good de~l of busy men, but I 
think you ~y be p.~sur6J that you ~ill be doing I. s~rvioe of real 
value. not only to the University. but to the eeneral progress of 

rural districts, which Sir iilllnm .a~donald vms so anxious to foster. 
and th t your sacrifices will be well repaid. 

Speaking for the Governors and rnw~elf I would make an urgent 
and personal appeal to you t~ help us out by beao~ine a m~ber of this 

COl!1!lli t.tee. 

YO?J.rs faithfully, 

Principal. 



CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS , 

AUDITORS , LIQU I DATORS , ETC. 
A UTH OR IZED T RUSTEES UNDER BAN KRU PTCY ACT. 

JAMES G ROSS,C.A.,F.C.A.fCAN.) 

A. F. CROSS, C.A .. F C.A.(CAN.)F. S. AA (ENG) 
G.WSCOTT,C.A. WINNIPEG. MAN 

CALGARY, ALTA JOHN W.ROSS,C.A. F.C.A.(CAN I 

ANDREW L.STEVENS,C A. 5 R CAMPBELL,C.A. 

TORONTO,ONT. J.A.GRANT,C.A 

A.CROSS,C.A. GILBERTAND LAIRD,C.A 

IAN A.ROSS,C.A. VANCOUVER, BC 

SB.PECKHAM,C.A. FRED~ FIELD 8: CO.C.A. 
W L.GATEHOUSE,C.A. IAN A ROSS. C.A. 

GUY E HOULT. C.A 

142 NOTRE DAME STREET,WEST 

MONTREAL 9th. July, 1924. 

Sir Arthur Currie, GCMG., 
McGi11 University, 
.1ONTREAL. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I am passing on to you for your information 
letters received from Mr. T.E. Macau1ay dated 28th my and 
14th June. I have already replied to Iillr. 1~cau1ay, taking 
up one or two pOints with him, and you will appreciate that 
he has somewhat different viewpoint of the value of Macdonald 
College. It is quite possible there is still great necessiW 
for establishing an Agricultural School, but it hardly seems 
to come within the limits of what Sir li1liam .~acdonald 
intended the College to be. However, if anything can be done 
to extend the usefulness of Macnonald College I think we should 
give it careful conSideration, and it might be that in working 
out such a problem Mr. Macau1ay might be of great use. 

1ith kind regards, 
Yours very sincerely, 

---
Encl. 

JWR/ A. 
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T B_ MACAULAY 

PRESIOE"T ANO MANAGING OlRC("TOR M 0 N T REA L 

P ~ 

John 'i. Ross t Esq •• 
Messrs. P. S. Ross & Sons, 

#142 Notre Dame st. W., 
City. 

My clear John :-

twenty-eighth 
1 9 2- 4 • 

I am ab'ai d that you will think I am presuming, al1d 

perhape unduly meddlesome, but I really think I should pass on 

to you a thought whioh has long been in my mind. and to whioh I 

attaoh steadily inoreasing importance. 

That thOUght is that it would be most highly desirable 

that you ani some of the other Governors of McGill, who are specially 

interested in Maodon81d COllege, should run down and look carefully 

over the Agrioultural Depar~ent of the Mount Hermon 'Sohools establish-

ed by Mr. Moo4ie. near Northfield, Mass. The obJeot of Sir Wil11am 

Maodonald in establishing the Schools at Ste. Annes was to help the 

English-speaking farming ocmnunitJ of Quebec and Eastern ontario. It 

le ~dl:r necessary to aele whether the work as at ~esent carried on is 

fulfilling Slr illlam's hapes and intentione. How many farmers' sons . 

of the provinoe are agr ioul tural stUdents at the Oollege? Row many of 

theee wll1 return to the1r fathers' farms and oontinue their agricul tu­

l'al put-Bui t 8 ? 

The more I think OVer the matter. the more oonVinoed am I 

that while there is little need of an Agrioultural University at ste. 

Annea, there would be a tranendaus field of usefulness for an Agri-

cultural 
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AgricUltural High School, if I may so term it, espeoially if 

arrangements were made that would encourage, if not actually re­

quire, the stud~ts in attendanoe to work as at Mount Hermon for at 

least two hours per day, and thus lessen the expenses of the Sohool, 

and partly p~ their own fees. Instead of a few individuals com­

ing to the Sohools. you tbluld have scores. 

Just the other day I could not help ~ing the remark 

that if Macd onald were run along sClllething like the Mount Hermon 

lines, and had St10h a man as Professor Elder at its h ad, it would 

indeed be a power in the land. You of oourse understand that in 

order to make a real success of suoh a movement. you require not 

merely to initiate the syst~, but to supply a capable, enthusiastio, 

ma.gnetio leader, who can make that system a Success. 

Sincer e11 yours, 

'mM/MSW. -
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"R!:SIOENT ANO MANAGING OIRI!:.CTOR 

P. 

John W. Ross, Esq., 

C i t Y • 

My dear John:-

MONTREAL 
June 
fourteenth 
1 924 . 

Since I last wrote. I have had a long ta k 

vii th Prof. Elder, ead of the Agricul-;:ure Section of the 

Moodie Schools, Iv~ount Hermon. I have also had the rivilege 

of going over the Sohool properties with him. 

I will at onoe admit that on going into t~e matter 

more in detail, and making pecial enquiries, which I had not 

previously done, I find that the ideals and objeots of Mo~~t 

He~on are not exactly what I had supposed, and that while ma 

things oan be learned from its agricultur 1 department, that 

department as a whole oould not be taken as your model. I did 

however learn a good deal, and had my own ide s further clarified 

on various points. 

One of the most vital of these points is the standard set 

for admission to Macdonald College. 

same as for matriculation at McGill. 

That I understand is the 

H ve ou ever stopped to 

think what that means? Ho :t many fanners' sons can come up to 

that standard? lhy should it be considered necessary that a 

young far.mer should pass such a high standard of examination? 

Of what value are Latin and Algebra, for example, to a practical 

far.mer? Is it not a fact that by your entrance examination you 
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deliberately exclude nearly the entire farming population, 

and limit your students (apart from those lho attend the various 

Short Courses) to young fellows who desire to become teachers or 

specialists? "/hen you set a fence around the College so high 

that 99.9 per cent of farmers and farmers' ons cmUlot climb it, 

and have no desire to climb it, is it any wonder that you succeed 

in keeping them out? If you succeed in persuading a farmer to 

send his son to the College, do you not almost certainly divert 

his attention from actual farming to scholastic or clerical work 

and ensure that he will not return to his father's farm? Have 

you helped or injured that farmer? Not long ago a man in the 

West Indies v~ote to me that he wished his son to take up farming 

in Canada but wished him to receive a good practical agricultural 

education before beginning; would I recommend some school? 

Vlhat reply would you make to such a question? Nhat could I 

say? Could I recommend Macdonald? Emphatically not; 

Education there would Simply dissatisfy him with farm life. I 

could make no recommendation. 

I may be tOld, however, that it is necessary to keep the 

admission standard at that height in order to agree with the 

entrance examinations to other departments of the University, and 

to ensure that those who get a McGill degree in any department 

shall have a good general education. This is probably sound 

while you are working along your present lines. In my judgment, 

however, there is little need in this section of Canada for 

agricultural training of the advanced and highly scientific kind 
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which would be expected from the agricultural department of a 

University. 

I have frequently made the remark that we have little 

need of an Agricultural University here, but enormous need of 

what I may term an Agricultural High School. To require a 

high extrance examination of those who are going to specialize 

in Technical Agriculture, Plant Pathology, etc., etc., and who 

are to receive degrees of the University, may be all very well, 

but if your object is really to help the farming community, that 

high entrace examination is simply fatal, and is an effeotual 

barrier to your even beginning to do the work which I understand 

Sir Willism Macdonald had in view. 

It may be said that there should be two departments, one 

with a long term course and university standards, and another 

with a short course for practical farmers. I am not here 

referring to courses covering but a few weeks. Personally I 

have the utmost doubt of the possi bili ty of carrying on t'r70 

such lines concurrently with success in the same institution. 

There would be an immediate cleavage among the studends. One 

group would set itself up as superior to the other, and the other 

group would develop a combination of jealousy, antagonism, and a 

numbing sense of interiority. For the greater success of any 

higher school, it is necessary to have a pronounced and enthusi­

astic school spirit, &ld I do not think you could develop this 

with two such classes of students. I do not wish to speak at all 

dogmatically, for I do not know enough to justify me in doing so, 
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but I am inclined to think: you must choose which you are to be _ 

an Agricultural University, or an J::I.gl'icultural School. Seeing 

how very little real need there is in this section for the former, 

and ho '( very very 11 ttle it .. ,9'."~ can do to help the farmers' 

sons of the province, if a choice must be made, you should not 

have much difficulty in making it. 

If you should make it your aim to establish a large, 

efficient and practically helpful farm school, rather than an 

agricultural university, it "{QuId seem to follow that not merely 

should the entrance examination be tremendously lowered, but that 

the strictly technioal group of studies should be eliminated 

completely. Anything and everything that has not a practical 

and immediate bearing should be most carefully scrutinized, for 

the more you load up a course with theoretical and techn cal 

studies, the longer will such course be likely to become, and the 

less attractive will it be to farmers. I think you should give 

careful thought to the possibility of eliminating enough of the 

most technical of your teaching to enable you to materially shorten 

the time Which students would have to spend at college. Your 

courses should I think be exclusively pract cal. Of course any 

person who may wish to specialize and become a teacher of 

agriculture will want more, but men of that class are so very 

very few as hardly to be worth considering, and they can get all 

they need at Guelph. You should I think almost, if not entirely, 

confine your efforts to helping the farmer and the farmer's son 

who intend to continue on the farm. 
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There Is another point on \"1111011 they feel strongly at Mount 

Hermon, and vrhich appeals to me also as of prime importance. 

Every man has to do manual vlork for at least two hours a day. 

This helps to reduce expenses, but other points in its favour, 

which are infinitely more important, are that it helps to give 

actual training in the physical work which has to e done on t' e 

farm, and more important still, that it prevents t he break in the 

continuity of work in cOIDlection Vii th the soil t which it is so 

important to maintain. 

I feel quite sure that as an agricultural school, you should 

be able to secure a greatly increased number of students; even 

then the number of students, if we compare that number with our 

total English-speaking farm population, will at best be small. 

Most farmers cannot afford to put up the mone , even though it 

be small, and their sons are usually wanted at home during part at 

least of each year. Courses oovering three years of six months 

each would have much to reoommend them. 

A point to consider in this connection is whether by eliminating 

such of the teaching as is suitable rather to a university than 

to a sohool, you could not set free a considerable sum of money 

and a considerable number of men to engage in extension service 

Vlork on a large scale. If you cannot get the farmers 1 sons to 

come to you in as large numbers as is desirable, then you must 

take your education to the farmers if you are to carry out your 

mission satisfactorily. This line of your work has in the past 

I think been more valuable than any other agricultural v{Qrk done 
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by the College. I really do not attach much importance to the 

higher and technical education you ma have been giving to specialists 

who will not continue on any of our farms, but will merel drift 

into teach"ng work, probably in the United states, or in default 

of obtaining such employment become clerks such as on our own 

staff. I see no justification for the spending of so much money. 

and the employment of so many professors, to teach a handful of 

students of this class, who can get as good if not a better education 

elsewhere, without expense to you, or injury to the country. For 

practical purposes your best work can be done by continual meetings 

with fermers, persuading individual men to adopt certain lines of 

farm work, having farmers' Field Days, etc., etc. If our courses 

were of a kind that would appeal to practical farmers, and be 

nithin their reach, r should hope that your extens" on men would 

secure quite a number of sons of our best farmers for that course. 

r hear that your extension work is likely to be dropped because of 

the stopping of a government grant. This would be entirely too 

bad, for it would very seriously limit the usefulness of the 

college, and destroy one of the prinCipal reasons for its existence. 

If you cannot get government grants for this purpose, then r think 

that you should carry on that work so far as possible out of your 

own funds, and if you were to rearrange matters as suggested, you 

should have both men and money available for this purpose. 

r send herewith some prospectuses of the lew York School of 

Agriculture at Morrisville and the New York School of Agriculture 

at Alfred University. You will note that both of these aim at 
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being Agrioulture Schools instead of Agriculture Colleges, and 

that they are considered neoessary even in the neighbourhood of 

suoh an outstanding agrioultural University as Cornell. 

I really feel that I must apologize for inflicting my views 

on you at such length. I am afraid, too, that you may think 

me too dogmatic , which I do not desire to be. I am merely 

giving my views as they gradually develop, in the hope that you 

may find somethi ng in them of a little value. 

Si noerely yours, 

T13M/WM. 

Prospeotuses accompany this letter. 


