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Dr. Ch rIns ~c~eil, 
44 Heriot .ow, 
~dinburBh. rcotland. 

Doar Dr. Mc~eil:-

T 
.L 

"?our letter of J~ Yl 

, 

Jar> ary 
'l"\ e~t""-fi_ st 

l~ ~~. 

ee to r c'r'YJO "le' go recei t of 
ry 3rd. 

I think +.ht.t I C-:n answer· it best 
ty forvArdin to yo _ c co y of letter , ich I 

I racei T from Dr., \harts, ('ear tary of the ed1Jal 
EO'ard of the ·ontr~D.l "eVlersl lo"'pit 1, ncl copies 
of my replic< thereto. T 16 "{}(lond p[:.rll~raph of 
your letter o( J .... -n'lf:..ry 25rd to me reads as follows: 
'It y;ould p ,ar .lro i 1 tter that the ~'ncul ty 

. of l.ediciT'le of .~c ill T Yliver .1 t~? is illin/!' to 
offer me the post of Eedlatr1cian to 'ontreal 
(}e .... oral Hospital, l:ut .:. tr.out profe~,sorial status in 
the ni verai ty". You aay you ca"'T'lot und ,rot 1')d 
this. either can I, .... 0 I ',rote OT' the 17th to 
Dr. Campboll C'"ivinp" him that extract '1.nd oa:ling' , 
that before I answered your letter I' olld liko 'to 
no~ .If you had not misinterpreted his. I~ reply 

Dr. ;arnpbell tate'" n~ follo'vs: " 

"The e"tO?'tce you q lote from his 
letter 'It ou1d appear from hi~ letter that the 
ao lty of edi01ne of 10G111 Tnivorsity are illing 

to offer me the post of Pedlatrician to . ontreal 
~ener 1 ospltal but Ithout profes orial status in 
the University· Is a nderstanding of my oommuni-
cation to him to this , that h may have 
thought from my letter the Faoulty of edloine 
had definitely offered hospital the alternative 
of ppolntlng him 1~ s than professorial rank. 
It so. he m18Undo~ood letter e~tire17 ns regards 
th t pob'lt '. 



• 

Dr. Charle no YC""ei1 - 2 -

I think it ,'ell to r,i ve you my 
1 terprot t:On er your relations with the 
hospital and. ith the . edi~al fchool of llcGill. 
Dr. El okader's resignation caused a vacancy. On the 
staff of the 'ontreal ~eneral Hospital _ he holding 
the position of rcuiatrician. It also cau~ed a 
vaoancy 0'" the staff of the ~oGi11 .~edioa1 • 'ohool, 
as he as _rofe~cor of ediatrics. Committee of 
t e 11..1:ii'Jfl::: T'o ,~d of t e 'ontr al Ger'aral ·0 )ita1 
approaoh d me last spring ~~d asked me hat pro­
fe,sorial ra"k th : iv r':ty 0111 ~lv ~o. man 
!l l'11 h be : .1ooted to fill the vao nov On the 
o pitnl Ataff. I told them that I co ld not make 

a defini te !'lm'er to th i _ qua3tion t ,., 1." ted 
th t th rank Riven to ho ver as pointed would 
re consonant ,"i t hi t chine experi nee, his 

t ~dln~ in the modi. 1 p 0 0 :ion. ris clo1ar17 
produotiveness nd his ~ility 16 a . i trioian. 

I h. rd nothin~ ore until Dr. 
'Pirkott to1 mo i ::"onnOl1 _1 Oilt YOll n I 
'ueee- ted to • k ~rou to come "'n S'10 us. tour 
i~terview iY1 Ton On it a cloarly tated to ou 
that ou oUlo h ve . ,0 'epend Ol'! your priv te praotioe 
for ~he greater part of your income. nd I uggested 
that suoh being the case, it ould e hi hly advisable 
in your Onn interests thnt you ~ome to 10ntreal and 
look over the ground. YOl nvin told me that you 
k~ew Dr. John Tait, I suggested that you write to 
him asking what his advice ould be. I had nO doubt 
but· hat the Eospit 1 'oul arrange be s :for you, 
but I h ve nO reoolleotion of at n1 time tatlng 
definitely to you h.t your profes orlal rank woulj be. 

I ann only give you the a Burane_ that your rank 
would be in harmOny witl the oon ltion8 outlined above • 

• 
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Dr. Charles MQ ei1 - 3 -

You came to ontreal, impressed 
those "ith whom you came i11 oontact, but there 

ns o~e atumb1i~~ bloak. and that was your demand 
for n salary, of ,(2.000 a year. Let me say, frankly, 
th t I do l'1ot t"ink such a demand at all unres,aon-
a le' OT! your part; yet the amount was so much in • 
exoes) of wh t .. e ere paying to any of' our part­
time Profossors - ma~y of' whom are very eminent 
i~ their prof'es310n a~d have beeT! heads of their 
departments for many. ma~y years - that I oould 
'''ot recommend it tl"J the • ',dicsl '!:\aoul ty or to 
the "P.o"rd of GOVOT"'ors. It wonl" haTe c used a 
reat deal of diseatisf-otion ~~d int~rfarod 
reatly 71ith your prospc'ts of m~kin"" e. El caees of 

your dop~rtmel'1t. Your l'1r.~e, therefore. ns ~ever 
"'ubmitted to the edicl.l 1l" culty rlor to the Bonrd 
of Govornors. 

r hi no s ~ot imply any reflection 
o~ your profes ional or toachinp, ,uulifications, 
or On ~Tour Buitability for the Vl0 Ylt position. 
There are ma~~ members of the Medical profession in 
ontreal al'1d te ohers at MoGill who are sorry that 

arTan ements with you were not oonSummated. 

I regret that ~othinB has yet aome 
ot your visit to ontreal. but i~ the oiroumstanoes 
surr.ounding th appointment. I c&~not see hOw·you 
could have made up your mind oonoernin8 the position­
unless you 08me here 8.n.d looked into the situation 
for yourself. 

1 letter to Dr. Eberta disoloses my 
own opinion oono8l"'1ing ,'011 u"d I oonclude by \ ishing 
you e~ery suao.ss. 

Yours faithfully, 

, 

r1nolpal. 



DR. G. GORDON CAMPBELL 123 CRESCENT STREET 
__ e __ 

MONTREAL. January 19, 922. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principa ,McGill University, 

Montrea . • 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

In reply to your letter of the seventeenth inst. 
I ~~ Borry to say I have no copy of the letter I wrote to 
Dr McNeil of Edinburgh,as my letter as written in ans r 
to one I had received from him on his return to Edinburgh, 
and not in my official capacity as Chairman of the Medical 
Board of the Hontreal General Hospital. 

As far as I can remember he correctly interpreted 
my letter to him. The impression I received, and again I 
am writing from memory as I have not the hospital records 
in my office, was that in your reply to the communicatio 
from our Medical Board putting Dr McNeiI t s name in nomination 
for consideration by the Committee of Seven, ynu st~ted that 
you considered him in every way a desirable man fo the 
hospital appointment, but that because of his 4)1:1 for an 
extra salary of a stated amount,you could not 0 der 
favourably his application for the position. lnu8, to my 
understanding ,you still left open the possibility of our 
nominating him for Pediatrician to the hospital but not 11th 
any definite University status, and in writing to Dr McNeil 
I to d him that the Hedici:1.J. Board Y'ould not ask him to accept 
anything Jess than he had been offered in London. 

The sentence you quote from his letter -"It would 
appear from his letter that the Faculty of Medicine of cGil1 
University are willing to offer me the post of Pediatrician 
to the Montreal Genera Hospital but without professorial 
status it. the University" is a misunderstanding of my commun­
ication to him to tt is extent, that he may have thought from 
my etter that tLe FacuJty '1f Medicine had definitely offered 
the hospital the alternative of appointing him with less than 
professorial rank. If 80 he misunderstood my letter entirely 
as regards that point. 

I am, 

Yours sincerely, 



r. ~. no~oo~ ~~mpbe11, 
l2~ CTOScc~t tr et, . 
. o.,..t ea • 

nea~ Dr. ~n pbel :-

J nUl ry 
e enteenth 

192(1e 

I "~ to-j 7 1~ ~ucoipt of a 
l0tter from nr.~h~rlos ~a~ :1 n Adi""rur~~. in 
VI i'1h he .. ~. tea 01)1 rtl;r 8 +'0110 S ~ - • 

, I roceiv d fe~ ~~ys a 0 " 
letter from Dr. • ~or:on; poell of ontreal 
General Hospital ioh h~s cqus.n me serious 
co~cern. It onl . ~~r from hl~ 1 ttcr tr. t 
th~ ~&cu1ty of ~ia1~e of le 111 Un 1verJlty 
~re '11in~ tn o~ er mo ~ ~ 0 t of ediatric1an 
to :o""1trenl '}c .... er 1 ~or:\pi tal, but - i t1:out 
r,!'ofes ... orial status i ..... the C,..,l verc-i ty. I 

Eefore I se~d my a,..,s e~ to ~r. 
c eil! oulry 11 e vory uo~ if you o'ld 

i...,fom me if Dr. c'T'Tel1 hIs correctly i",terprete 
your letter. I luite sure here is a mis-
u~dersta""dl~~ somewhere. 

i thful1y. 

~rinolp .1. 
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EXTRACT of letter from Dr. Charles MC~Teil to Dr. G. 
Gordon Campbell : 

Dear Dr. Campbell:-

December 29th, 1921. 
44 Heriot Row, 

Edinburgh. 

Many thanks for your letter of 
December 10th received two days ago. It gave me a 
shock aT'ld has left me mystified and angry and sore. 

r have heard not a word, either from the 
Principal or Dr. Birkett, since my departure On 
September 16th. r can only guess at what has happened; 
that the offer of the UT'liversity position made to me 
in writing by Dr. Birkett, and confirmed by several 
interviews with the Principal, was not valid, a~d has 
been cancelled by the Faculty of Medicine. Yet, On the 
strength of that offer, I have taken a long and 
expensive journey aT'ld have told all my friends here of 
the possibility of my gOing to MOntreal and of the 
position offered to me. I am waiting till next mail 
before writing to Sir Arthur Currie, i~ the hope that 
by that time I may have received a letter from him. 

I certainly looked upon Dr. Birkett a~d the 
Principal as plenipotentiaries. Had I any suspicion 
that the Faculty of Medicine might not confirm their 
offer, r would not have gone to London, much less 
crossed the Atlantic to Hontreal." 

(egd.) CHARLES McNEIL. 
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To l'8 

~ r two 
le Tl g 



Colonel Herbert Moleon, 
Montroal General Hospital, 
Montrea.l. 

My dear Herbert:-

Augu.st 
Th tieth 

19~2. 

I have ~ot forgotten the matter of the 
Pedl trician for the .!ontreal General Hosp! tal and for 
~cGill University, but I h_ve not beo~ able to deal ~ith 
it. o.in'" to trio bo1Tl~ hOliday ttme a~d the impossi­
bility of ~ott1n a acuIty meeting. 

You may sny that I mi ,ht hava actod 
wit out a acuIty ~ et1n • but for the B~ke of poaoe and 
harmony and i~ the 11 ·tt of past ex erienoes. I want 
to have the eoultY'R o~~oroement to wh tever I reoommend 
to the Poa~d of ~ovr~orso ~y oin~ a,ay ~ith the Board 
of 'l'r ao further C\Eilaya mr tters, but I tI. cure you I shall 
t~k it up imme lately on my return lly P rsonal hope 
is that 7hoever tccomes the hea of podiatrios at [oG1l1 
will nlno re o~ the at~ff of the ontreal G ~eral Hospital. 

Your fa thfuIly. 



Dear Sir:-

As the Medical ~oard intend to bring before 
the Board of Management in the near future the question 
of reimbursing Dr. Mc~eil for the expenses incurred On 
his visit to Montreal in connection with his proposed 
appointment as Pediatrician to the Hospital and Professor 
of Pediatrics at McGill U'rliversity, it was considered 
advisable by the Board to put you in possession of the 
negotiations which preceded his visit. 

(Sgd.) G. GO~DO~ CAMPBELL. 

In February 1920, the position of Pediatrician 
to the Montreal General Hospital became vacant. At the 
next meeting of the Medical Board of the Hospital, a 
Committee conSisting of the attending physicians of the 
Hospital and the Chairman of the Board, was appOinted 
to make enquiries and endeavour to learn what man, who 
had had the necessary training in Pediatrics, might be 
available for the vacancy. 

With this object in view, letters were sent 
to friends of the Hospital staff in Baltimore, and 
Boston and other medical centres, asking their advice 
as to possible candidates for the pOSition, a~d an 
advertisement announcing the vacanoy and asking for 
applications from those deSirous of filling the position ' 
was inserted in the Canadian Medical Assooiation 
Journal, and the Journal of the American Medical Associati~ 
The replies received to this advertisement were OOn­
sidered by the Board, but it was felt that no~e of them 
measured up i~ profeSSional standi~g a~d experience to 
the standard required by the hospital. At the same time 
it was pointed out to the Committee by personal friends 
in the medical centres above mentioned that the Hospital 
could not hope to get a Pediatrician of any standing to 
accept suoh a position unless it carried with it an 
appointment O'rl the teaChing staff of the U'rliversity. 

At a subsequent meeting of the Medical Board 
of the Hospital the nominating committee was authorized 
to add to its 'rlumber the Principal of the U~ivermty 
and a deputation was appointed, cO'rlsisting of.Dr~.Finley, 
Lafleur and the ~hairman, to interview the Prl~clpal 
and ask for his collaboration. At an interview acoorded 
to them this deputation recounted the steps al:e~dy 
taken in the matter abd the diffioulty of obtall'11ng a 
suitable man unless they were authorized to state what 
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position on the teaching staff the Pediatrician to the 
General Hospital would be given. The Principal authorized 
the deputation to state that an Assista~t Professorship 
in Pediatrics would be given the man selected by the 
Foard for the Hospital, provided he (the Principal) was 
given an opportuni~y of meeting the candidate and approved 
of him. dhe~ asked what steps he would advise in the 
way of obtaining the best possible man, the Pri~cipal 
asked the Ge~eral Hospital Committee to go ahead and 
select a man and then give him an opportu~ity of judging 
him personally. Shortly after this, Dr. Blackader, 
Professor of Pediatrics, se~t in his resignation, leaving 
the Chair vacant. 

While the Principal was abse~t in Great Britain 
the Committee learned through Dr. Meakins of Edinburgh 
of a possible oandidate i~ the person of Dr. Charles 
McNeil of Edinburgh, and on looking into his qualifi­
cationS the Medical Board unanimously decided that, so 
far as they could judge, he was eminently fitted for the 
position, both from the Hospital and the University 
standpoint, and he was selected for nomination. 

A cable was then se~t to the Dean of the 
Medical Faculty, who happened to be in Great Britain, 
stating that · 

in order that the latter might have the opportunity he 
had nemanded of approving or disapproving the choice 
of the Board. 

The meeting was arranged and the position was 
offered to Dr. McNeil, but he was advised by the Dean 
before accepting it t .o come to Mo~treal a~d look over 
the ground. This he did and while here made it COn­
ditional On his appointment that he be given charge of 
the teaching of Pediatrios in all the Hos~itals co~nected 
with the University, a~d that he receive ~l,OOO. extra 
in salary for two years until he was able to establish 
himself i~ "1t practicO iT! Mo"treal, as he had not 
sufficient private means to e~able him to live on the 
salary of $1,000. received from the Chair of Pediatrics. 

The Medical Board of the Montreal Ge"eral 
Hospital then nominated Dr. MCNeil for the position of 
Pediatrician to the Hospital, and o~ the nomination 
gOing before the Committee of ~even for confirmation, 
the Principal refused to accept him'for the University 
position because of the demand for an extra $1,000. a 
year for two years. 
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CABLE TO DR. BIRKETT, July l3th,192l. 

"Charles Mo1-Teil, 44 Heriot Row, Edil1burgh 
"oonsidering post Pediatrioien Gel1eral 
"Hospital. Our Board favour his appoint­
"ment but would beg that you arrange for 
"interview wi th yourself and Pri"'oipa1 
"Currie in hope that latter will, wi th 
"your approval, offer Mo 1iTei1 Chai r Pe dia trios 
''MoGi11. Have oabled MOlTeil that suoh 
"interview pending." 

(~gd. ) 

LETTER: 

EBERTS 

August 1, 1921. 
44 Heriot Row, 

Edinburgh. 

Dear Professor Birkett:-

I write with refere~ce to my 
conversation last Thursday with Gel1eral Sir Arthur 
Currie and yourself, as to my coming to Montreal as 
Professor of Pediatrios in MoGil1 University with charge 
of same Department in Montreal General Hospital. 

It is too big a decision for me to make 
without further careful examination, al1d the best thing 
I can do is to take your advice and pay a s~ort visit 
to Montreal. I would then be able to cable my answer 
On my return home and after oonsu1tation with my friends. 

I shall be glad to hear if you approve of this 
oourse. If so, I shall try al1d get a passage early in 
September as I require to be baok for the oommenoement 
of the Autumn session early in October. 

I wish to thank Sir Arthur Currie and you 
for the very kind way you reoeived me il1 London. 

I am, yours Sincerely, 

(sgd.) CHARLES MoNEIL. 
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20 OORCHESTER STFEET, EAST 

\ O O RESS AI- I... CO M MUNICAT I O N S TO THE 

HOSPITAL 

~ 6th October 1921 
NOT T O I N DI V IDUALS 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, HcGill Uni versi ty, 

1.:OHTRRl\.L. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

At the meeting of the Ledical Board of the .:ontreal 

General Hospital held on the 4th inst., the following resolution 

was carried and I am instructed to forward same to you for 

presentation to and consideration by the University Committee 

of ~even:-

Resolved -
"That the UedicaJ. Board of the Jjontreal 

General Hospital desires to bring the name of 
Dr. Charles lJcUeil of ::!;dinburgh before the i'ltCommittee 
of 3even" with the view of his appointment as 
Pediatrician to the l.~ontreal General Hospital ,t. 

The next re?'ular monthly meeting of the Medical 

Board will be hel d on lJovembe r 1st. ru:. d I should like 

to submit the recommendation of your 00mmittee to the 

Board on that date. 

Yours sr-Ye . 
uECR.?~TARY. M.r~DIC. 1 BC" RD. 



IIc"'Teil, Charles 

Extract from n~E... ~:n~.o.L DL ...... CTO~YIl 

1921, Edltio'Y'l. 

44 Heriot ~Oi, ~di~ urgh, (Tel. Ce~tral 1938) 

.1 •• '"" in urgh, 1901. 

l!.D. 11 1908; 

I .E •• Ch.~. (Lst vl1isG hO'1oura) 1905; 

• . ::.~.P., ..... d. 1913; .I.~.v ••. d. 1910. 

(Uni v. ~d.) 

xtra Physiciu'1, ROY. Edin. Rosp. ~ick Children 

Hem. ssoc. Physici "lS I}r. Eri tai" ~. Irelcmd 

11 din. ~~ed. 'Jhirurgical Society 

L te Asst. Physician, Roy. I"formary, ~din. 

If Resicent I1 Roy. Rosp. uick 8cildren,~din. 

" House 'I .ust Lo~don Hosp. Children,Sh dwell 

Ua j or :R. ... .•• C. 

Author of:-

~ tudy of ~u ercuIer :Reactio~s in 8kin ard :ye (150 
cases) 'B •• ,:. J. 1909. 

If •• esis t£.l1ce of Human Red ~orpuscles i 'Yl Health nd 
Disecse to 

"Tuberculosis Infection i~ Infancy aT1d Childhood, as 
revoal~d by auta~eous Tubercular Test I~~di". ""ed. J. 

11 ssociation of cutely ~atal Illress in ~'Y'I~ ~t~ ~ 
Children 1/,ith .:..bnormal Constitutio!l ( t tus 
Lymphatl us) 1911 

I!Scrofula in Hypersensitiveness to Tuberc. Infe0tiol1.' 
" nc.phylaxis aTld st, ... tus Lymphaticus" I idem. 
I, mulsion of ~i uid PG.raffin Ii- .. / stor Oil i-r: Chronic 

Dyspepsia iT" Ghildren" I idem,1915 .Joi'Y'tJ:y... . 
..... eports 0'1'\ out reak of D ~3ease ~'Y'I J:~diul.I 
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PRINCIPAL'';; OFFICE. 

Dear Sir:-

McG ILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL. 

Oc~obGr 
F'ifth 
1921. 

From a most reliable source I 
learn that very many of the teachers in our 
Medical School are under a wrong impression. 

I D-m told that a be.lief prevails 
that I, without consultation with the Hedical 
Faculty. offered Dr. Mcl\Teil·l of Edinburgh -the 
Professorship of Pediatrics now vacant. Let me 
say that neither by spoken word nor written line 
d.id I make such D-n offer. When I saw Dr. MC!Teill 
in :London I went no fur ther than to suggest to 
him that he first write to Dr. John Tait, the 
Professor of ~hysiology. as to the wisdom of coming 
to Jo1ontreal and looking over the ground himself, 
something which I considered wise. Dr. Mc1'Teill 
did come to ~~ ontreal 2nd the question of his 
exact rank on the staff ~as not discussed between 
us. 

I told the Committee of the Medical 
Board of the Hontreal Ganeral Hospital, who waited 
upon me last Spring in connection with the vacancy 
existing in the Chair of Pediatrics, that whoever 
was selected would be given a rank consonant with 
his reputation y his expe rience, his scholarship 
and his ability to teach. I have gone no further 

.at any time and I dislike any action of mine being 
misrepresentecl. 

I am very sorry that I feel it necessary 
~o wri t~ this lette r, but in the past vJrong 
lmpresslons and misundorstandings in our Medical 
Dep~rtme~t have wrought too much harm not to justify 
me l~ dOlng what I can to dispel at the earliest 
posslble moment the false impression above mentioned. 
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DR . F . A . LOCKHART TEL UP , 1009 

• 
• 

38 BISHOP STREET 

Sir Arthur ;urr13.h . C . M.G.~tc: 

~r~nCl~~l Gf ~cGlll ~nlverslty. 
l1ontrJal. 

D ·~ar 31I'. 

vl{ont1fea~ ... .. .?/.~.~/.~.~. :.. ..... .. .. .... 1.9 ~ 

Yours of I;,he 5th: ,referrinO" to tllJ rUMour of vour . ~ - .... 

)rol1isinp, 2. posit'ion to Dr .kNeil,arrivcd thlS mnrnil1e,ond I 
hast'?n to o :; s " r ,,? you that I do not thi'1.k th a t Ol1'? sinC71r: colllJacoulJ 
" f minr: on t~0 Hc ical ?nari of t~'? rcncra1 Pnspital ,?V0r Pnr 
mOMent jT'l8o-i!"le t' at Vou WOl1'.ti, be ~o indiscrcet. It W(l, S T'lnntjoned 
a t (' ll! 1. a s t ~ 0 0 r (1, "" 0 c tin C7 and i t was the una n i T"'I 0 U S () P i "\ ion 
tha-f: P ' crQ ~'~ c1 "''10n SOT'l1} Misundr:rstandi'1.~ ~.,",Ollt it .You ",nulc1 have 
"'00" plr:ascc1 ':0 }'av'? }t:2.rc1. f:.' te discussion::t th<:t r!-2ctin~,as it 
~as ~r:atly in favour of yourself. Yours Si?:l'! 



., ,rntrstuttt i!;ollpital for tl1r llttsuur 
l!IR. T. J. W. BURGESS, 

MEDICAL SUPERINTENOIiNT. P. O. BOX 2280 

SPECIAL BAG 

~ntJlea( Plue., ..... Qct.ober ..... 8.th., .... 19 .. 2.L ......... . 

Sir A. W. Currie, 
Principal's Office, 

LlcGill University, 
MONTREAL. 

Dear Sir, 

I am sorry to learn, as I do by your favor uf the 5th 
instant, that any friction has arisen between yourself G.nd 
the staff of the medical department at BcG ill. I had not 
heard before that any such action had been attributed to 
you as that you speak of, and sincerely regret that such 
should be the case. Since my paralytic seizure of over two 
years ago I have been able to get about but little and have 
not been able to lecture at the university as formerly, my 
place beinB su,plied by my senior assistant, Dr. Porteous. 
For that reason I have not had the ~)leasure of !.aeeting you, 
as otherwise I should h8.ve done. In addition to my illness 
I am in the sere and yellow leaf, over the allotted three 
score and ten, being in my 73rd year. 

Faithfully yours, 
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roh 
.1.hirt1ett 

19~ le 

C~lo"'el Herbe~t olno~. 
~h'lrm n t 0 r~ 0 <"a~eme~t, 
o~~~ e1 1e~e 1 Io~pital. 
o"'t"'e~l. 

D a::- ~ir:-

1ch you left 
out the "0 ot1 
'l}lch • receded 

, 
I ;m r .turni" ore 'it ... emor T'ldum 

1. t me .. n" .. hich purport to oet 
tio~~ with r. llc eil of . iTlbu~ h 
h1n visit to 'o~ ro 1 l~ot ~eptembero 

hi no ora~drun 1 i~co~plete ~ra 
plnces the T111vcrsity 1'1"1 l'I 't"f .. ir li'J'ht. I 
att ch herewitn 1 tter d t,d October 5t~, 1921 
~d < il"'l'Iod y my Jelf e r1'1101r~1 of the' TT.,..iveroity. 

'.:'hf t letter" . ddre, ed to e oh e cher i.,.. the' 
'odic 1 ~chool c ~cI'l111. I dr", T:):.tr" ttCT't:i.o Vl to 
it, lut rurtlcul rl~ to t" t e~t ~ce r.ich road, 

, follo s: 'Let me ay I~-t .,.. i ~er ~y spoken ,or 
~o~ rltte Vl li~e Rid I ~ uoh ~~ of~er'. 

_ ~ ,0 .. ",,',10 e copy of a. 1 ttor 
.L 1. t t,,., b./ my If a Pr! ..,cj.1'.1 of the n,.,i versi ty 

to 1 arts t '1uoret ry 0' the i (1 'Po".r 0 - the 
Y' e rL1 ·:0 tal, i. c < ... 8 0 VI t hi 8 

I Ino ."n)o"c oo~y of 1 tter hich Dr. 
a ro 0 to ~. '0 11 ., . loh, pn re."t1y. 

'r. re 11 h'. i"terp"ete ,"" offer of " 0 i ion. 
I c ~~ot ru ~ :~to Dr. irkett' 1 t ( uch ~ 
1~t rpret .tion. . 

m .,., urrli T'I 

orda: 'hE: 

t }~ ... 
rf, d 0 

~~ t"O no"ition 
('1..""uct nd .,S 0 .0 e~ to r. 

foe1t1ve 1 ue 1th nt, cl lmi~~ tl t it 



~olonel ~arrert 01 on - . _ 

is '!"'ot 1'!'" ~ .cord "'Ice with the fl ots, nf )., t.: ould 
''''''ow'!''' to t"l1e ~ (I i . 1 :'0 r of 
o 41t~1 TTO my 1.tter ot 
'r~m m~ luttor of 0 tobor 31~t. 

their posses 1o~ o~or 
ad. 

r oll~ e : d to shew you 11 other 
correspo'!"'~Onoe . it ro=crc 0 tn t 1 ~ tt r but I 
Lh~n: I h ..... i .' :l'ou av-o' 11 to justify my J t ment 
thl t the .emor"n~um .et bofo , your o~rd i~ nfa1r 

.,.,d I iD o.dil"lg 1.0 ld like you to Got thee faots 
1: efo ~ ;e:u: 

o nt r 
i t 0 11 

You"'s t f 1 ...... 

i'M. P 1. 



252 Mountain street, 
, 

:MONTREAL, March 30th, 1922. 
• • , . # ~. I ~ 

Principal Sir Arthur Curr1e, G.e .IT .G. ,K.C.B. ,LL.D. 
, 

McGill University. 

Dear Mr. Principal, 

I enclose herewith a. copy of the lat1B r 

which 1 sent to Dr. McNe!l. 

Yours incerely, 

e/d~ 



Cop Y 

l!IDL.AlTD ADELPHI HOTEL • 

LIVERPOOL. 

Dear Dr. cNeil, 

Just as I s leaving Edinb gh to continu north 

on my visit to the other Scotti Universiti , in connection with 

the Congress of the Universities of the British Empire, I received 

a cable forwarded to e from Oxford through Lady Osler, from Dr. 

Eberts, S cretary of the Medical Board of the ontreal G neral 

Hospital, asking m as Dean of th dical F culty of McGill 

University, and conjointly with Sir Arthur Currie, th Principal, 

to call upon you ith refer nce to a position as Pediatrist in Chief 

to the Montreal General Hospit and Professor of the e Dep rt-

ment in cGill Vniversity. 

I immediately nq iries d learned that you r 

out of to • Upon rq return to Edinburgh I heard that you er still 

out of town. I therefore conferr d ith S Arthur, ho s also 

leaving Edinbur~l, and e thought that if it were possible for you 

to meet in London on the ,7th or 28th J y might have a Chat 

over the matter, hiCh would be more satisfactory than much cor­

respondence. 

I am going up to to on Tuesday morning the 20th inst . 

and will be ther for two ek, staying at the Stafford Hotel, 

St .James· s Place, st .James· s Street. Woul.d you be kind enough to 

let m h ar from you at that addr ss. 

Believ m, 

Tery sincerely yours, 

(Signed) H. S.BIRKETT . 
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I'oul( 11"':,.. .. 0' 0 fl,.,c out jURt ho 
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ell ha io 0 -p'd ,d ' the ~ I)"'t te c e ""8 In ,din Jilr h 
~nd 1 0 to fl"d ont,'''' tl-1 .' rtilul', ... ly, hother 
the tJ1'l1versi ty of ~di..,l ur"' .. ; 01'1 "'1 ve r 1. the r: o,.,lor 
toachln~ positio1'l 1" edt trlcs 1 ~ ir e 
Mchopl. I ~ lleve th/t uch a OMit on i~ 
th~t Mo"el1 olaims he ~ ~ look fo~ d to ith 
COnf1de~oe. ~el1 e also 'hat you ~ ~ ~ind out about 
hi, uall ties as a. man. It 113 n import .nt 110s1 tion 
to ill "d e must be certalY'1 th;.t e .vc the right 
man b fa e mak1Y'1g a fina.l decision. In discussin 
it please do Vlot indicate thnt JOU ( e oin~ 90 for 
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Dr. George Gibson - 2 -

this definite purpose, and I ould p~eci to it 
if you \ o'11d . ri to me i th the P:re test freedom 
a~d. of oourse, co~ identi&lly. 

I do ~ot know s l h VG very much 
~ews to i e you. e re all lookl,,~ for; ard to 
big Vimy dinner i~ Toronto o~ April 8th. I was up 
the r~ I t 0 k e~ii ~d', "fl.8 told th t they h d 
lreudy old 750 tiokots a~d ere counting o~ the e 

being IBOO office~s pro~e~t. Haln8S of th~ 7th Bn. 
is oomln~ i~ to 8ee me thi afternoon. "illls was 
o ~ the other day. hi~h1y pleased ~ith him elf and 

hiB prospeots. I lunQhed with ~rsta11 yesterday 
'l"ld e Is ei",,?, let out of the 11iti servioe on 
the let of Apr1l - Romewh t un~eremoniou8ly to his 
very tTe t ""nOT n" • 

it. 11 Oon 1 hes n hopi" I 
m "'ot .uttl~~ you to too me. tro' le, I m. 

IV r . lours fl!llt 111y, 

I 
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STATION HOy-Et 

WICK 









Dr. George Gibson, 
23 Cluny Terraoe, 
~dinburgh, . cotland. 

I y dear 'Jibby:-

--b1u 

lay 6th, 19';2. 

~ha~k you very much for your letter 
of april 14th. 

Your appreoiation of o~eil e~tlre11 
ooincides ';ith the impressio,.,s I formed myself, but· 
I ould e P.'lad if you :ould lay the matter before 
your brother-in-law i~ the manner you suggest. His 
opi~ion ould e ap~reoiated by Mc~ill a~d orlld be 
r P.'arded as co~fidentlal. 

Plea~e remember me most kl,.,dly to 
Dr. Johnson t~d your eieter. 

I h ven't time to give you very muoh 
~ews. The U~iverslty holds its Convooation next 
Frlday a~d we are exoeedingly busy here. . 1111s 
O'Con~or has ,ee~ i~ the oity.for the last few days. 
His rother, "ho· is o."ly a few yea.rs old r than 
himself, is dying, havin~ relapsed to u,.,oo,scious~esB 
yesterday afte~oon. Of course. you knew that ~~non 
~oott had bee." operated o~ for appendioitis about a 
month ago. Thirteen days after the ope ratio." he 
oooupied his pulpit - a courageous but nevertheless 
rather foolish prooedure. Evlde~t17 the Canon oonsiders 
that his congregation need all the spiritual advine 
he c ~ give them a~d that a~other week or two's graoe 

ould have bee~ harmful. 



- 2 .. 

Dr. George Gibson 

~enerrl ?ershi~g is comi~~ up next 
Frl Auy to ~et an honor~ry de~ree from Mc~ill, a~d 
i~ the eve~ing rout 50 or 75 officers are ~iving 
hir:1 El di""~er at the Hunt Club, 'hich promises to be 
a very joyful eve~ing. 

lith all ~ood 'ishes, I am, 

':ver yours fai thfully t 

. . 



, 
D. C. MACIN'l'YRE, 

Proprietor. 
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ADDRESS ALL COMMUNICATIONS TO THE 

HOSPITAL 

NOT TO INDIVIDUALS 

Col. Molson, 
President, 
Montreal General Hospital, 
Montreal, Que. 

Dear Col. Molson:-

J'~ -L ~ Aug. 14th.1922. 
Jf/~ 

In response to your request for information 

regarding the department of 'Pediatrics in the Montreal 

General Hospital, I beg leave to inform you that the 

Department offers the followine in the way of beds 

and facilities for clinical work :-

Wards:- Two wards, one of which is fitted in part 

with cubicles, and a glassed in verandah, accommodfating 

in all twenty-four beds. 

Out-Patient Department:- at present consisiting of three 

clinics weekly, which it is 1roposed to eKtend to five or six 

weekly clinics, the present idea beine to devote the extra 

days to special clinics such as nutritional. cardiac, etc. 

The total attendance at the out-Patient Clinic 

in 1921 was 4691, of which, 1063 were new cases. 



20 QOKCHESTER S.:r..R~ EAST 

ADDRESS ALL CO ..... UNICATIONS TO THE 

HOSPITAL 

NOT TO INDIVIDUALS Aug.14th.1922. 

-2 .. 

The Clientele extends from babies in arms to children 

twelve years of age. 

The Pediatrician is also called upon to sapervise the 

feeciing,and attend all medical ailments of children admitted to 

the hospital in departments other than his own. 

The service of this department is continuous and 

carries with it a seat on the Medical Board. 

Assistants in the department are nominated by the 

chief of the service and approved by the Medical Board .. 

All clinical material both in-door and out-door 

forms part of the teaching material of the University. 

Yours faithfullYt 

SECRETARY MEDICAL BOARD 



lITatulty of Jaltbttint. fRt~tll llniutt.t1ity. 
itan·.t1 OOtlitt, 

fBl1ntrl'al." .... .... ~~.p.:tl:~r..Y. .... ;3..Q~.~ ,' .. ~,~,?.~.,. , .. ,." ......... , .. ,", .. 

Sir Arthur Currie. 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor. 

J:cGil1 University 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

I am sending you herewith. s requested, an extract 

from the Minutes of a meeting of the Council of this Faculty 

held on November 25th. 1922, covering the Report of the 

Department of Medicine on the desirability of filling the 

Chair of Pediatrics. 

I regret that, throagh a misunderstanding, this 

was not sent to you immediately following the meeting. 

My ignorance, at that time, of our office procedure is my 

only excuse for failing learn that it had not be~n forwarded. 

Yours faithfully. 

)0~"" 
Acting Secretary of Catncil 



CHAIR of p~DrATRICS ----

Extract from the Minutes of a meeting of the COll"CIL of the 
~~T! AL F~ ULTY held on NOV~,IB~R 25th, 1922. 

"CHAIR of P.:..DIATRIC Prof. Finley read the following report 

from the ~epartment of ~edicine on the desirability of filling 

the Chair of Pediatrics:-

"Your Committee regards Pediatrics as an important depart­
ment of ~edic1ne, as disease in chiJdhood constitutes a 
large portion of the work of all general practitioners. 

"There are , however, but few morbid conditions in child­
hood hlch are not found in adult life, and a complete 
course on the subject would, therefore, lead to much dupli­
cation 11th the subject of General Medicine. ;le believe 
the subject can be efficiently taught by giving studen~ 
opportunities of handling and examining children in the 
wards and outdood departments of the hospitals, and in 
special clinics devoted to young children. In additian 
a short course of cljnical lectures and demonstrations are 
deSirable, dealing with subjects eculi~ to childhood, 
as infant feeding, rickets, pre-natal conditions and child­
welfare. 

"There seems to be no reason to place the subject of 
Pediatrics on a higher plane than other medical specialt1es, 
su~h as Jeurology. Psychiatry, or Phthisiology. ShOlld a 
man of sufficient eminence develop or be nttr cted by the 
opportunities offered of teaching or research work, it 
would be to the advantage of the University to secure his 
services. The title of Clinical Professor of Peft1strics 
wO'lld be a suitable deSignation for the post and in rmony 
with the titles of teachers in other departments of medicine 
and surgery. 

"SUCh en appointee should be capable of stimulating and 
directing research work in the department, and if otherwise 
suitable might be placed in charge of the dep rtmm t, working 
in close collaboration with the Department of Medicine. 

I! eanwhile it is believed that the interests of th e students 
are being fully safegu~rded by the rr~ngements at present 
in force, the teaching being carried oj satisfactorily by 
members of the Medical staff, devoting special attent on 
to yhis branch of medicine. 

( igned) 

Moved by Prof. Finley, seconded by Prof. 

Report be adopted. Carried." 

"F. G. Finley. 

art in t that this 

J0~~(~ 



C100TDLER, A.E • 

Undergr~~te Course: 

Post Gra~uate Work: 

A;ppoi]l~~: 

Publ.ic...e:. ti,ons: 

E;A.,McGi11, 1904 
M.D.,C.M., McGi11, 1906 

Average pass man. 

Eight months with Hol.t 

) 

Asst~Demonstrator Pediatrics,McGill,1921 
Asst~Physician Children's Memorial, l.918 
Asst ~Physicia.ri·,.. Foundling, 1919 
Asst.Physician, M.G.H. ·192l. 

No publications up to present. 



_ ElffiIGHT, W.E. 

Undergrad~t~ Cour~: 

Post Graduate Work: 

Appointm~l11!f!: 

Ppblica t~on~: 

t 

M~A. Bishop's College. 
M.D. ,C •• , llcGill, 1907 

Good student, honours in some subjects. 

rnree weeks in hospitals of London 
and in Sweden in 1920 

Asst.Demonstrator Pediatrics,McGill,1914 
Demonstrator pediatrics, cGill,' . '1918 
Clinical Assistant pediatrics,M.G.H.1909 
Assistant in Foundling Hospital, 1919 
In charge of Out~door Department 

pediatrics,M.G.H.,during past 
three years. 

. . 



WEIGHT, H. P. 

Undergraduate Course: 

Post Gra~uate Work: 

Appointments: 

Publications: ----

B;A.Lennoxville, 1909 
M.D.,C.M.,McGill,1914 

Average, pass man. 

2 months in Boston Clinic, also 
Visited clinics in Baltimore and New York 

Clinical Assistant in Pediatrics,M.G.H. 
1919-1921 

Asst.Physician Children t s Memorial,1919 
Asst~Physician Foundling Hospital, 1919 
ABst.Demonstrator Pediatrics,McGill, 1920 

Several papers in preparation. 



Ll Y, L. • 

ork : 

.D. ,0 •• , cG111 , 1 19 

:v r" ps . 

General Medicine, M.G.H. 
London Hosp.for Sick Children, 
Munich, 4 months 
Freiberg, 3 months 
Vienna, 2 months, 
London,Great ormond St.Hosp+ta1, 

n ' 

1910 
1912 

1913 
1914 

... 1914 
A 
A 
A 

Six p 
durin 

on 0 i1dr n I i bQClobU 

at six yr . 

1914 
1916 

111 ,1 2 



GOLDBLOOM, A. 

Undergraduate Standing: 

Post Graduate Study: 

Appointments: 

Publications: 

B.A., McGill, 1913 
M.D.,C.M., McGill, 1916 

Honour man in all years, 
Fourth year Prizeman. 

2t years in Holt's Clinic 
6 Months,Bowditcll & Morse, in Boston 

Asst.Physician Foundling Hospital, 1919 
Clinical Assistant, M.G.H., 1920 
Asst.~sician, Chi1drens Memorial, 1920 
Asst.Demonstrator Pediatrics,McGil1, 1920 

Six papers published, 
One in co~se of preparation. 



, , 

FRY, F .}.t~ . B~A~ YoGill, 1890 
M.D.,C. ~ ., McGill, 1894 

Undergraduate Course: Good Average Student. 
• 

Post Graduate Work: Vienna, Berlin, etc., Children's 
and Internal Medicine, Clinic 

1896-1897 
Clinic 
1905-1906 

ApPointments: 

Publications: 

Vienna, Berlin, etc., Children's 
only, 

Visited various children's 
on Continent. 

clinics 

College: Asst.Demonstrator Clinical Medicine,1902 
Demonstrator of pediatrics, 1907 
Lecturer in Pediatrics, 1909 

Hospital: Asst.Physician Foundling Hospital, 
Physician to Foundling Hospital, 
Consulting Physician, "Foundling, 
Clinical Assistant, R.V.R. " " 
Associate in Medicine, R.V.H. 
Asst.Physician in "charge of 

Pediatrics, R.V.H., 

1898 
1902 
1910 
1902 
1908 

1911 

About 12 papers on children,s diseases. 



CUSHING, H. :B. 

Undergradua~e Course: 

Post Graduate !l,Erk: 

B.A. McGill, 1892 
M.D.,C.M., McGi11, 1898 

---

Good average student. _ s:'~ ((hA.. (}-

Vienna, Internal medicine 
clinics, 

. Munich, do. do. do. 
Visited various Children's 

America. 

and children's 
or 1907 

do 1908 
Clinics in 

Al'pointments: College: Asst.Demonstrator Clinical Medicine, 1904 
Demo~strator Clinical Medicine, 1905 

Publications: 

Lecturer in Clinical Medicine, 1914 

Hospital: Clinical Assistant,R.V.H., · . - 1902 
Associate in Medicine; R.V.H. 1908 
Assistant physician,R.V.H. 1911 
Physician to Children's Memorial, 1908 
Physician to Alexandra Hospital, 1908 
Physician to Foundling Hospital, 1913 

12 or 15 papers on children's diseases 
and infectious diseases. 


