
I nler-Jeparlmenl Correspondence 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

Faculty ~f Dentistry, 

Col •• Hovey, 
Dept. of Extra-Mural Relations, 
HcGill University, 

Dear Col. Bovey. 

January 6,193:3 .• 

I am returning herewith correspon­
dence which you so ~indly loaned for friend­
ly discussion at the last 30ard meeting of the 
College of Dental Surgeons of this Province. 

Yours very sincerely, 

AL 1/ AF. 

f./.waL~ 
Ac tin.~ ~ e an. ;O.../LA.a.. 0-



ltuiurrsitr ilr iloutrial 

lJ1arulti br Q!qirurgir mrutairr 
BtIIltec sl'Bssoclatlon 'f.'atfonslc ~cs f'acultes lDcntalres BmCrlcslnes 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 

Sir, 

McGill University, 
Montreal 

Montreal, January 26th 1933 

Owing a mistake in the text of 

a copy of the resolution passed by our Council concerning 

the admission to the study of Dental Surgery, which I 

sent you some time ago, I take the liberty to send you 

today a corrected copy. 

Yours truly, 

4=z 
Secret~---



RES 0 L UTI 0 N 

10.- Attendu,qu'il existe a l'heure actuelle une agitation 
assez considerable au sujet de la preparation exigee des 
candidats a l'etude de la chirurgie dentaire; 

Attendu, que cette epineuse question des conditions d'ad­
mission a l'etude, fut r~glee en 1927-28, a la satisfac­
tion de la profession, de la Faculte et des universites; 

Attendu, qu'en ressussitant d'anciennes dissensions, cette 
agitation pourrait creer des ennuis serieux a l'Universite 
et a la profession. 

20.- Nous, les membres da Conseil de la Faculte de chirurgie 
dentaire considerons de notre devoir de degager la res­
ponsabilite de la Faculte en cette affaire et a laisser 
savoir nos sentiments une fois pour toutes. 

(1) Nous tenons a rassurer no~ confreres de l'Universite 
McGill et A leur dir~ notre ferme deoision de ne pas 
nous departir de l'entente formelle de 1924. 

(2) Nous croyons que notre race, ayant ses caraot~res par­
tiouliers et ses aptitudes distinctes, doit s'en tenir 
a sa culture speciale. 

(3) Nous estimons Que les Canadiens-fran~ais ne doivent pas 
~tre les premiers a considerer les professions simple­
ment comme des industries lucratives destinees au simple 
gagne-vie, mais Que les besoins actuels de notre race 
exigent des fUturs professionnels, non seulement la 
culture scientifique stricte~ent necessaire a leur spe­
cialite, mais, aussi une culture generale qui les rende 
aptes au r61e social de leur profession et justifie 
leur titre d'anciens eleves d'Universite fran~aise et 
catholique. 

EN CONSEQUENCE, 11 est resolu que la Faculte maintient sa deci­
sion confirmee par l'Universite, d'exiger en 
septembre 1933, le baccalaureat ou l'equivalent. 





OCTOBER 

lE COMMENTS 
ON DENTAL COURSE 

I 
Takes Cognizance of News-l 

paper Article Suggesting I 

McGill Change 

NO AMENDMENT NEEDED! 
I 

No Word From University of 

I 
Montreal Regarding Pro- : 

posed Bill and Doubts I 

\ Such Action I 
j 

Two ycar~ in the faculty or arls 
at lIl('GilI Gnin:-rsitv is still ade­
qu to I'rcll('rntion for the study of 
oentlstl'Y, il'] [hp opinlon of Bir 
Arthur CUl'l'if'. principal of ,he uni­
yerHII~', who is~l.Ip(\ a statement to, 
The (~az"ttc \'cstel'dav in connec­
tion with an ;\rtide t'hat appeared 
In Tl1f':-iuay':-; La Pr~~::::e in l't'gard to 
IJl'''-dentul qualifications at th\' 
Uni\'('r~itv of .\lontreal anr1 :-lc(;i11 

This ar'tiele staled thnt thpre wao; 
a mv,'e afoot to ha\'e a hill intro­
duce,1 at the IH'xt ~c'sion Cif th!' 
Legislatnre rrquirin); nn an,; llegrl'e 
for 'Ill students entering the dell tal 
profess!on, It was explained that 
thl;; was neCCSi<ury bN'ause oC Ul'e­
sellt 11lp.'1t1alitie~ in till' standard of 
Rtll(\l'n'ts Cnil'J'in" dentistry at Mc­
Gill I\nl\ Ihc t"ni\'ersit~' of :\I,mtreal 

It said: "'['h(' r;nglish univ(,l'sit v 
of ),Iont .. ",,! only rC(]llirl's dental 
~lll,l"nt~ 10 hayp completed the sec­
ond ),P(11· in thf" Rl"t~ caul'sl?: ' 'vhil~ 
lhe French nniH'l'sit\', which in th .... 
past rCllllirer\ onl' [1(iUitionnl ]Jl'epa­
l'a!Ol'Y yC'nl' O"el' Ilnrl nho\'E' the t\\'O 
\ earl' in al't~, hn~ now dN id"d that 
In future two turtil"l' veal'S \ViIJ he 

uir .. t!, This orrel's an ineqlla-
tv b t'\\'eef. stll(1!'nts (lf, the ";1lg'­
~h anu i<"rl'nch language hp for.' 

11('ntal ('ol1('g'I', Thp Frenl:n 
nadian~, h"lt<'r prepared and "'ith 

ore knowlccll1;" than Calladiilns or 
th~ Engll,;h tong-ue, ne\'€'l'thelpss 
In\ve to stndy two more years prior 
to ('ntl'ancc and graduate tWO years 
later," 

'I'he article went on to exp.ain 
that thl" bill in mill(\ ,,"oulrl rel,uir l' 
Ihht stan(brds at :\Ilc(;i11 he l'ai~"ll 

the Ramc (lpgl'(,C as now obtainF 
the I'nb'el''',t,' of :\lontl'efl1. 

In comml'nting' on this report, Sir 
rthu ClI I'll" said: ' 
"I "I\nnot U1J,\cTstl\ncl the artieJ(' 

La ['rp~s", Ho f::l.l' M< it deals 
with th", Ntu!\'alf'nce hi'l\\'cen train­
Ing lit ;,\lc(;llI lint! at thl' r lu!;si('.ltl 
collp-ges, it is o[ COllr~c rather m;s-
1('(1<\ in/':', We have nl"\'l"l' attemptN\ 
to cswhllsh any "'IlIinllences lJe­
cau~e our e()III'~C,' arc quit" dif(('l'­
cnt in (:ontent nnd in a1'l'angement. 

"This has nothing to do with thp 
main point al iS~\lP , fjpventl yPI\J'~ 
M::O, ail<'1' \,I"I'Y full ('on8ldcl'ation of 
Ih" contents of 0111' CO\!l's(', It was 
:tI~I'''Nl lly thl' el1i\'el'~ity of lIJont­
real, the J)I'ntal Iloarll, and ;\1 r;(;iI I , 
that. two Y<'{lrs in arts at :\{cGill 
Jll'o\'id d quite nu ade(]lwtl" pre­
paration for the ~t\ldy of dentiRtry, 
'['his !<ilualion i" unaltered, 1 I<now 
It to hp "nUs(ac(ory to the hoard, 
Wp hllll no word o( nny propos!'d 
chn ng-e from the Fnl\'Pl'sity of 

Jontl'l,al. nnll T can hardly hrlien' 
thnt OUI' sist(')' Institution would ap­
pN;] ~? the LE'gislaturc over oui 
hendS. 

])r, !<;t!ouard :;\(ontpelit, secretary-
/; 1\('ral <of thl' t'niver~ity of :i\I ,nl­

, ~aill that thl' matt!'I' \"as In 
h'11111~ of the dl"nwl faclll~y at 

I inlititl1tinn ann had no 
t to mal( 



DENT/, L suRGr~Q1f 

TURE Ol' WORK 

The responsibilities of the Dental Surgeon oover first the preservation of 

the teeth, tomporary and permanent, and the care of the tissues of the Oral 

Cavity. When, owing to. lack of oare, dieeaae has made suoh progress as to 

cause serious lesions and destruction of the teeth and surrounding tissues, 

it becomes the dental surgeon' 8 dllty to administer treatment and aId nature 

in the repair of such destruot1on. The profession, though it is by no 

means an easy calling - 1nvolving, a.s it does, much thought and many trying 

m~ents - is one ot extraoidina.ry 1nterest. A dental surgeon must have a 

thorough knowledge of the nonna1 and be able to diagnose the abnormal or 

pathologioal oonditions of the mouth. Re mustbbe a skilled technioian 

with a thorough knowledge of all the materials used in his work and of 

the highly developed art whioh enables him to handle them properly. The 

dental profession is still young, muoh opportunIty is offered in the field 

of soientifio investigation and a graduate of 00i11 University will find 

ready oo-operation in his desire for research. 

The applioant for entranoe must have oamp eted the equivalent of two years 

of study in the Faculty of Arts, inoluding the subjects Physics, Inorganic 

and OrganiC Chemistry. and Biology. His appl1cati~n ls then considered 

for registration in the first year ot a lour-year Dental course. During 

the first and seoond years the student will oomplete the following Medical 

Scienoe Bubjeots.- Anatomy, PhysIol0gy, Histolo81, Bio-Chemistry, Patnology, 

Baoteriology, and Pharmaoology. In addition he will be given laboratory 

technioal training In the mechanics of Dentistry. During the third and 

fourth years he will practioe dentistry at the infirmary under competent 

supervision •. 
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QPPOB1UNITY FOR PRAOTICE 

The need for dentists 1n the Provinoe of Quebeo at present is ver.1 great. 

Com~ercial institutions are realizing that the health of employees is a 

very important oonsideration and that much ill health results from lack 

of mouth hygiene. Graduate dentists, therefore, are being offered 

appointments by large cmnpanles. Insurance oompanies ara betinning"to 

appreciate the imporaanoe of thorough mouth examination and the elimination 

of infections in the mouths of applioants for policies. Hospitals include 

graduate dentists on their staffs. Further opportunities are continually 

arisinl· School Boards. for instanoe. are awakening to the need of dental 

supervision for their pupils, while various Government authorities are 

co-operating. so g&r aa possible. witn the agenoios interested 1n Oral Hygiene. 

PTmSQNAL Qq;UTIBS l1ECESSJlRY_ 

(1) Interest in Health Service a.nd in tLle development of stronger 
Canadlan manhood. 

(2) Sympathy for the Guffering and the desire to alleviate pain. 

(3) Aptness for highor education coupled l.ll.h the techincal abllIty 
required to work out with the hands the plans of the nead. 

(4) A natural bent towards scrupulous oleanliness • . 

The oost of training inoludes the cost ofmaintenanoe during a period of 

six years in the univorsity after matriculation. For the undergraduate 

oourse leadlng to the degree of Doctor of Denaul Surger,y, the cost of 

tu1 tion at lcG1ll U.livers ity is 86 follows:-



• 

Arts Faculty: 

-3-

First year ••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~177.00 
Seoond year •••••••••••••••••••••••••• 177.00 

faculty of DentistrY: ~irst year fees •••••••••••••••••••••• 237.00 
First year instruments ••••••••••••••• IBO.QO 

Seoond year fees •••••••••••••••••••.• 237.00 
Second year in8t~ents •••••••••••••• 120.00 

Third year fees •••••••••••••••••••••• 247.00 
Third year Instuaments ••••••••••••••• 100.00 

Fourth year foes ••••••••••••••••••••• 
~ourth yoar instruments •••••••••••••• 

247.00 
75.00 

,797.QO 

The instruments included will be used lator In general practioe. 



Nnlutrsitr lit !lontrral 

3J1urultr ~r O!Qirurgir 1Brulairr 
Rtnltee a I'Rssociation ""ational( ~(s f'acllltes Ji)entair(S Rmcricaines 

.... 1ontreal, DeceL1ver 6th 1932 

Sir rthur W.Currie, 
Principal, UcGill University, 

Sherbrooke St.West, 
11:ontreal 

Sir, 

I am instructed to cOQmunicate 

to the I.rcGill University a text of a resolution unanir.lOusly 

adopted by the Faculty of Dental Surgery of the University 

of lfuntreal, at a meeting of its Council, held on NoveL1ber 

15th. 

Respectfully yours, 

of the Ff.l.culty 
ental S r~ery of the 

Jnive~sity of ... !tontreal . 



RES 0 L UTI 0 B 

11 est propos~ par le dooteur J.A.Pinault, 

seoonde par le dooteur J.P.Lantier, 

10. Attendu qu'il existe ~ l'heure aotuelle une oertaine 
agitation au suJet de la preparation exigee des oan­
didats l'etude de la ohirurgie dentairo; 

20. Attendu que oette epineuso question des qualifioations 
intelleotuelles tut reglee en 1927-28, ' la satisfaotion 
de la profession, de la Faoulte et des universitas. 

30. Attendu qu'en ressuss1tant dtanoiennes dissensions, oette 
agitation pourrait oreer des ennuis serieux a l'universit~ 
et a la profession. 

1L EST RESOLU: 

ue la Faculte maintient sa deoision. oonfirmee par 
l'universite, d'exiger le baooa1aureat en septembre 
1933. 
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OT er 9th. 1932. 

Dr. Val ore Ollvl r. 
Pre id t ot t . llroYincial Board ot Dental Surg rt. 
SHE ROO • P.. 

Dear Dr. OllTlert-

I yo art nucb. tor y r 
letter ot .ovomber 7 

that toy s 
adequate prep ration t it 
scientlfic subJ cta 1 
years and the school J 
th tact that only t 
preparation tor our 
mor difticult t n t 



Aa BOon a8 1 read t press report whioh eems 
to have given rise to the article you Bent me. 1 took 
the matter up with the University of 1ontreoJ.. 
agreed entir ly 1fi th v1. that the 1 as at 
present ex1sting w qulte at! factor,vt and that 
interview Which I gave the pro8S I stated that I felt 
quite confidant that your board and the University ot 

ontreal would not think of going to the Legislature 
over our ds. 

a.Ill thanlm for your latter. 

Yours faithfully. 

~inolpal. 



LE oIP(OIE -~~,. ii1/ J ~ 
I 

DE BAOHELIER 
SERAIT EXIGE 

~tOJl\'~ .... 11. 26- }'.!lll - de ~m:ttre tnUC'l 
loe<; rt.ud'ants f'll~ , ... mamc pled OCUli: 
de;; l1nl\" ... ~~IUJs frnnr,allSCs et ceux dg 
l'Unll·cr"'tt.c MoGllI. 1<' coll~gC!' del' ohl­
l"l1"'l(te<l "l-d~ntls\,(' l\ dk:ld'" d~ p1>C!!en­
l<'r cctl.e 1'.I1I1:;e un bIll it III l,tgl~l~tu­
re P01lT 1.1 , .... nm('11der la lot df'/< eu-

L'-n'l'l'~ (1('111 .. nt cltlget'l1 )" dl­
pl{}J11£ <1" bar i'l (:}l ('1" tout COITI­

I1lC l"~ ;\lU+,TCII etu(\es \linl\"C~ltaire~, 
~·eat-a.-dlrr q'te prml" ~tlrc "dmJl'l I'l'­
t'1.d" de In ch!t'urg\£" dent.alre, un (".1<1'­

dtcJat cl"',TlI ctrc ~0rt"u't' dp. bacoollsM­
r""'t et de la /SoT\,(' dlfi\l'a.l"a.ltra l'anneo 
dlte prc-dcnbairc (;(>c! mettraAt BUr l!l 
milmc pled ('t <X\nM!den.'I-franC<0Js ct 
canadlcn.~-a.nglaI8. A McG111 un .e-lev6 
n'est pas tenu de '[)'O.55Mer le blWOO-
1·~.\1Irrot. 



a.rt'estati,otUI on • 

L;ARfDtNiAIRE~~~ 
. ~. ~~11j'l. 

il4icmItnBaIl. 2, - S'~ .&!IibIur 0IJrne. 
de i1"O'~ YoGdf! • 

a.Jl.IlI01l.06 que 1 "O.IDva'eIt6 de ManIt­
rieJ. et Q.'U,D'.lVEfmb6 ~ IIOIQt _ 
,t.I~ d"tllocard M1 Wjet .- k 
moc:IM'.kl8Ib!on d'U tr.2ll de l~ 
mem.t de J'ofMIt. ~ C}IUf - 1ft-

1* \le cdllep Mtf ~ et 
~ denlb!~ de lIa. ~ 
1 ... proahadl%!'8 setl!IIon>. 



DR. V. OLlVIER 
DENTlSTE 

SHERBROOKE, QUE. 

Sh rbroo ::l , .l OV(I~lb r 7th 1(.;2 

3ir ~rthur Cur~ie , rincipal . 
~ ·c~}ill Dni' rsity 
:':Jnt r al . 

:JCD.r i::'ir , 

• ay I be pc.. rmi tted to call your 
attention to th enJlosed t 10 clippings 
from ~ I ~ction 8atholique of ue (C 8ity. 

I h d reper d a 'mist. au pOir:t" 
for that u pe nd 'm~ reaJJ to m~il it 
fuEn on the secon& ~f ~OV(L ~r a pear u the 
sf'Jond nc"vs ite!:l: "L J .hrt ...Jcnt'3ire" , \7· icb. 
disa_~€d m completely . 

I am v.ry anxious at this timF , 
to learn rom you 3ir , if the ~n ~i3~ r€­
fe:cd to in L' rlction ~athol~ n is an ac ­
complished fact . If it in nf) I ill you 
authorize IX to l)ublish you ~ Lal 0 fits 
auth€.nticity l 

Yours respectfu~ly , 

~rcsid€'Lt ~_ tLc rovinciLl Board 
of Dental Sur~(ry . 



Bachelor's Degree will be required. 

Montreal 26th _ In order to put the students of the 

French colleges and those of McGill University on the 

same ~ooting, the college of dental surgeons has 

decided to present this year a bill to the Legislature 

amending the examination laws. The amendment 

requires a bac helor's degree from all university 

students, that is to say in oruer to be admitted to 

the study of dental surgery a candidate should have 

a bachelor's degree and so do away with the so-called 

pre-dental year. This would put the French and 

English Canadians on the same footing. At llcGill a 

student does not have to have a bachelor's degree. 

The Dental Profession 

Uontreal, 2 - Sir Arthur Currie, Principal of YcGill 

University has announced that the University of Montreal 

and McGill University are completely in accord on the 

subject of the modification of the bill for the requirements 

for the dental profession which will be presented by the 

college of physicians and dental surgeons of the province 

next session. 



• 
October 27th, 1932. 

( l) Dr. ':mtpeti 1;. I elCplained the whole si tuation to him and 
told him aoout the various resolutions passed by the Dentists, 
of nich he had known notling. Discussed generally the 
equivalents in the B... courses and agreed that the question 
at issue ~or dentists was not the academic, but the scientific 
prepara ti on. 

(2) gr. Piette. Canon Chartier, Dr. l'.ontpetit, " gr. Piette knew 
ab()ut the resoLA.tions passed by the dentists. Canon Chartier 
knew about the interview, but did not know that it had been 
published. He had told tm La Presse reporter not to publ ish 
anything because it was a contentious matter. 

~here has been a good deal of discussion at the University 
of ~ontreal and it has been finally decided that, so far as 
the UL~iversity is c0ncerned, they will require the B.A. after 
1933 and this is now in the rules of the College of Dentists. 

So far as the university is c 'Jreerned they never had any idea 
of making, or of sanctioning, any appeal to the Legislature. 
Dr. Dubeau had no right to make the statement re did and has 
been told that he cannot speak of official matters as a 
private citizen, that when he speaks, he must accept 
responsibility as dean. They ere under the impression 
that we were bound only to accept students from classical 
colleges under the same conditions as tney, i.e. if they 
requize a B.A. we must require a ~.A. (Classical colleges only) 
I said that I did not think this was in the laws or regulations, 
but that we would ha~e no objection to insisting upon a B.A. 
from classi. cal college students, and that we would not take 
them with0ut it anyway. I also said that if it had been 
the intention to take any action before the Legislature, ~e 
should, with regret, have had to oppose it and that I was 
qui te Sl. re we WJUld have been suc~essful so far as Te are 
concerned, and tnat the Legislature would probably end by 
abolishing the requirement as far as they were concerned. 

Tney reiterated that they nad never had any intention of 
appealing to the Legislature and would not approve of any 
such appeal being made. 

1y impression is that a good deal of the troub~ comes 
from a private feud between Dubeau and Charron. 

17 il fri d B ov ay • 
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Pr1nc 1p .. 



· , 
UNI~RSnt DE MO~TREAl 

CABINET DU RECTEUR 

Dear Sir rthur: -

October 
Twenty-seventh 

1 932 

Just as I was reading your letter 
referring to a statement in "La Presse l in 
connection with the reqUirements for admis­
sion to the stUdy of dentistry, Colonel bovey 
VIas here. 

I gave him all the necessary explana­
tions and he kindly said he would convey them 
to YOU. 

These explanations cen be summed up 
as follows: The authorities of the University 
of ~ontre8.1 have never done or said anything 
in view of bringing out again the question 
of the agreement made between the t~o univer­
tities on this subject. 

The reporter Simply published a 
private conversation which had not 'even come 
to my Knowledge. 

Dr Dubeau was not authorized to 
speak as Dean of the Faculty in this occur­
rence. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, ~cGill University, 

MO:TREAL. 
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• • .. ~ 

Tne aoing away with tuc pre-dental year at 'the 

UniversitJ o! Montreal oe6inLing nex't Septemoer, ~nd tue put'tin~ in force, 

as a. consequenceh' of tnis action, of a ruling requirin~ a oachelor's 

aeoree of every student wishin~ to oe acmitt~Q into first ycar 'to tne 

aental faculty, Wi~l nave its ecnOB at the next session of th~ Le~islature 

. so as to force the COllege of .J.i entis ts of tnc :' .I.'ovi nee of ,ue oee to ex,act 
~ 

equlva.l.ent diplomas from ~CGL .. L and Universi ty 0: I:ontreal dental stuaents. 
requires 

The ...!:nglish uni v;=rsi ty of !'ontreal ~ s1.W.lents 

in dentistry only tRaXZX~ to have compKetea th second year of ths arts 

course, whereas th( French university, 'that in thepast exacted a preparatory 

year,4 Q.f second year stuClent.3 before enterin6 ttle dental ccurse, wil.L in 

future aemand h/o aeditional years in 8.rts. Cne sees here an inequality 

a s be tween Prenc n and ~n~l is.1 students be:(ore t h Co l.Leie of SlixgllX D{:nti sts. 

One also Sl.;:e6· a dc..nger. The }'rench-Cuna'..J.ians, better or~)ared and netter .. -

instr~cted thun the ~n5lish speaking Canadians , wi~l nevertheless have to 

pas8 two aadi tional. years in stuuy ano wi Ll oe receiveo in t.heir ~rofe,""sion 

two years later. 

The bill uemanding the equa.i..ization of the diplomas 

for the pruct,ice of aentistrj wilL aSK no at ne ... ' qualification than that 

alreas.y existing fer the·stuay of meaicine, law and pharmacy, where only 

at McGi.Ll as at th~ UniversitJ' of 1:ontreal, those are aumittea who are 

bacne.Lors or who have octainea a 9rofe~sionRl "brevet". This ~'revet" is 

nevertheless tenaine; to disapppa.l.~ from all tHe prcfecsicna, Que to the 

severity of tne examiners wno allowed t~ pass only tbose candidates who 

arethoruhely e:roundedfor tneir own particl.llar study . 
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The bill in question in no way concerns the University 

, 
of :;":;:ontr..;:al, always desir:u8 to lift as ni..;n as possibJ..e the intellec"tual 

st;:.r.Ci~n'o of its diploma holaers, ee~ecia..i,.ly in ttlL~ last l?rof'esSion in 

wnicll one mi8ht say there is a need for improvement.. It wL . .L be aSKt:.d, 

in brief, t-.; recapi tJlate, tUa.t tw: stR.:oa:;,'o of i.mowleu~e of ycung men 

S tud.1 ing ae nti s tr,/ at lLCli ill be or..iug ut u~ t~ t ne same de~ree ad ttlR t 

now f~und at tn~ University of Montreal. 

J ----
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PRESIDENT 
Dr. George Kerr Thomson. Halifax. N. S. 

lIt VICE PRESIDENT 
Dr. J. W. Clay. Calgary. Alta-. 

2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
Dr. H. A. Croll. Souri •• Man. 
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Sir Arthur Currie. 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

My Dear Sir Arthur: 

HALIFAX. N. S., __ arch ~~~~___________ 192_1. 

With further reference to the matter 
discussed at our interview 0 January 1st. I am enclOSing 
herewith copy of correspondence which may be of interest. 
I would a1ao refer you to the Dominion Dental Journel of 
November 1926 pages "2-,,,. 

I believe we have reached a very 
important and critical period in the developement of our 
Dental Education and Legislation in Canada, and do not 
anticipate any bad results from a frank discussion by 
representatives of the various Universities. On the other 
hand, if Quebec is disposed to take some immediate action 
in the matter and co-operate with the D.D.C and other 
PrOVinces, I ould reg~et any action on our part that 
would antagonize the members of the profession in that 
Province. 

As chairman of the committee on Dental 
Education and President of the D.D.C, I will be glad to 
co-nperate in what ever ac ion your programme committee 
may consider desirable. 

GKT!RO. 
~~~~~ 

• ••••••••••••••••••••••• 
G EORG E KERR THO ,son. 
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Dr. G. K. 
H ife.x, 

5th 

{ ( 

y Dear Dr. 't'h~ on' 

v ry e1ld 0 1 
D. D. C.. tt-era 
ontr 1. 

"oui 
the Pro lino 

Your 0 the 11th ebru ry t h nd. I 
t.h t you h d tho op!)ortun1 ty ~ d1 eus 1ng 

w1 th both Dr. olin d Slr ~thur Currle t 

i 01 n th t t Art 

Your ve~ truly. 

(S d. ) 



• , • 



UntUl'rl1Uy of ~al1katc4l'Ulan 

~a!lkatnnn. &llokutrqrUlttu 

PRESIDENT ' s OFFICE 

Decemoer 14, '926. 

De'U" Sir Arthur,-

Your letter of Dece~ber 8t~ with copy of le~ter to Dr. Thornton 
arrived this ForninL_ 

This is tr.e first that I h~ve heard of the pro~osed legis~ation_ 
It is initiated apparent:y by the Licensi~~ Boards and h~s not yet come to 
eitrer University. I have heard nothin~ about it from President Tory. 
They have a Dental School in Alberta a~d consequently they feel ~ore acutely 
the discrimination &~ainst them of Quebec, but in ar~ case I think the 
action foolish. Apparently its object is to force uebec to concede reci­
procity to Alberta and SaHatchewan. As a matter of fact the advantage 
of the reciprocit~ is sliLht, for not one braduate of Saskatchewan or 
Alberta in a thousand will go to Quebec while several grauuates, partictllarly 
of the French Schools, seek re0istration in Sas~atchewan and Alberta. 

I ~.ssure you that I wi:l 0ppOS8 the Matter to the best 0 f my 
ability if it co~es before our Senate. I thin~ there is a better way to 
effect t1:is measure and that is by a direct a.r..lpe:::.l to those in chart,;e of 
tr.e Dental Schools at lIontreal University, and possibly Laval. They will 
be onJ.Y too quick to see H.e limiting effects of' tr.eir action. 

Sincerely YOU-S, 

tJ~~ 
.1;; _ e oj v __ ".: • 

Sir .Art} ur Currie, 
President, IcGill University, 
l!ontreal, Quebec. 



PRESIDENT'S OFFICE 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
President, 
McGill University. 
110 ntr eal, Que. 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

E DMONTON. 

A LBERTA. CANADA 

CABLE ADDRESS, •• VERA" 

CODE A.B.C. (STH EO ) 

December l4th,1926. 

I have your letter of December 8th 

with the enclosures from Cowan. In reply I beg to say that 

the Dental Asncciation of Alberta has been urging upon us 

for the last year and a half to take action with regard to 

the situation existing between Alberta and ~uebec. 

Naturally they feel that if they are not permitted to 

practise in Quebec, Quebec graduates should not be permitted 

to practise in Alberta. They have not the slightest desire 

to put the regulation into force if uebec will not break 

with her provincialism, as we are firmly of the opinion that 

these organizations should be Ca~adian-wide and not provincial. 

When the matter was submitted a year 

ago to our Senate, which is in control of the situation here, 

I asked them to defer acti on that we might have a conferen ce 

over the matter and be able to lead Quebec to see that they 
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had everything to gain and nothing to lose by a reciprocal 

arrangement. As a matter of fact, the going of a dentist 

from Alberta to Quebec would be a very rare event while 

wi thout question both lIcGill and Laval stl .. dents would be 

finding their way into Alberta. ~he matter will come up in 

our Senate at its next meeting and I propose again to defer 

action in the hope that more sensible views may prevail in 

ue be c. 

We have now a course in Dentistry in Alberta 

covering five years' work after matriculation. 

I -would be glad if you would let me knovrwhat 

progress you make in having the matter reconsidered in 

Quebe c. I shall wr i te to Dr. ..Tolan al so in. t he mutt er. 

President. 
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. Dec 15 th 26 192 ~1''9!lfn, ,#1nsk., .. .......................... ... .............. . ..... 

General Sir Arthur Currie 
Principal and Vice Chancellor 

McGi11 University Montreal Que. 
My dear Sir;-

Yesterday I received your letter re there solution ( Dental) 
passed by the Alberta Dental Board and endorsed by the uask Dental 
Council. To day I received a letter from Dr Murr y • This latter I 
have answered as per enclosed. From it you will gather pretty well 
the attitude of the dentists here. 

You will please note that I suggest to Dr Murray that he try 
and arrange a meeting when you are in Moosejaw ( as per press announ­
cement) If this is done a very clear view of the whole situation 
can be gained.I trust you will agree. 

I had the pleasureof diScussing this whole situation with you 
in Ottawa just after you h~dd assumed present duties. But that is so 
long ago that I fancy you will have forgotten it all 

Yours 

W.D.Cowen 
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PRESIDENT 
Dr. W. M. McGuire. 5imcoc. Onl. 

,.r-- -- -

I .. VICE PRESIDENT 
Dr. J. W. Clay. C.Iaary, Alt •. 

2nd VICE PRESIDENT 
Dr. G. F. Bush. Winnip<a. Man . 

SECRETARY· TREASURER 
Dr. W. D. Cowan. Reain •• S .. k. 

REPRESENT A TIVES ON THE COUNCIL 
Dr. J . M. Maaee. SI. John. N.B. 
Dr. G. K. Thornson. Halifax. N.S. 
Dr. J. S. Baana11. Ch.rIollelown. P.E I. 

~l'!jilln, ~DBQ .. ~.~ .. ~~ ... ?~ ........................ 192 ..... . 

Dr alter itn'ray 
~esident University Saskatoon Saek 

Dear Sir;-Your letter r tbe resolution recently passed by the Alberta 
Board and conourred in by tho ~ask. Board received to day. 

Parmit me to say that the Dominion Dental Council r~d nothing 
whatev r 0 do with the passin~ of this resolution. Indeed it as 
passed quite a hile before we ore aware of it. 

Alberta. however, is not to be blaMed in my opinion for want-
ing to terminate 8 very one sided condition 

Queb c has steadfastly refusad( for t entf four years) to come 
into the Dominion nantal Council. All that tiro the door has been 

ide op n to her. ut she said "no". The re Bult has 'been very injur­
ious to uebec, especially to ~cG11l. cGill is being puniShed 
S veroly for the refusal of ~uebec to beco dentally Canadian. 
Th Dominion Dental COlmcil ould like to recognize cGill but oant 
bacause it is located. in uebec- 8. province tha.t refuses to recip-
rocato ~ith the rest of Cans a. 

Far from us to ant any provinoialism. The very oppoei te is 
.hat we are a1m1gg at. e want to nationalize every diploma .ssued 
by any of the existing oolleges. But ~UBbeo refuses to permit it 
:L.l}la attitude therefore of. an a ful lot isn If uebeo i8 determined to 
isolate herself hy make the isolation com lete" It is a most regret-
nblo spirit but only a natur 1 result. 

I sea by the papers that Sir Arthur Currie is to be in ~ooae-
3a in February. Presumably some eduoational gathering. If so I fan­
cy y u 111 also be there. If so ould it be pOSsible for you to 
arrange B half hour conferenoe between yourself. Sir Arthur and 
probably throe members of the Saw· Counoil. I ould like to be thore 
myself as Saoty of the Dominion Council. e could then claarly un-
derstand the situation. 

Your s r e:;,,1I f--tz/ 
~/ViY{~ 
.1).Co an 
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Also sent to: 
Dr. WaIter Hurray, 
President, Unlv. of Saskatohewan. 

December 8th, 1926. 

Dr. H. ~: .. Toy, 
Prnsldent, University of Alberta. 
Edmonton. Alta. 

Dr. Thornton Dean of the Dental 
Faeulty of .'oGill Unlver~itYt hns eceivod from 
Dr. w. ~. Co an. ~ cretary of the Do inion Dental 
Co' nail 01' Oanada, a l!9tter o'f hieh I am enolosing 
you a 001>Y" 

I ho~e that the Senate of the 
UniversltJ of Alb~rta will not endorse the aotion of 
the Dental Board of that Provine • 

Lot me say thst we at oGl1l do 
not approve of the poliey pilra ed by the Dental Board 
ot this province in setting up in Puebeo a olosed door 
to tho eraduates o~ any Dontal Sohool outside of thi 
provinee. Suoh a poliey Is provinoialism ot a very 
objectIonable sort nd I was hoping that in time we 
rn1eht change ~ntt r , but there ill no hope of any 
ohange if the 0 resolutions are upported by the 
Univ~rsltles of Alberta and Saskatche an. Such ction 
wo ld be 1nterpr ted as supportlnc provincial rather 
th~n a national policy for CanadIans. I think our 
polioy in this province is unwise and unCan dian and I 
ShOlld ba very AorrJ to sea the Provinoes of Alb rta 
~nd Saskatohe n follow suit. 

I shall brine the matter up at 
the Co ferenoe of Canad1an Unlversltie • and in the 
ealtlme I hope you will induce th Senate of your · 

Un versity to delay aotlon. 

"lth all good wishes, I am, 
Yours f lthfully, 



December 7th. 1926. 

Dr. \". D. Cowan, 
Sec'y Dominion Dental Council of Canada. 
Reelna, Sask. 

1y dear Dr. Cowan:-

Dr. Thornton has handed to me a 
copy of your letter of November 19th to him. Your 
letter sets forth a copy of n rlts o1u t10n ,,'hlch was 
passed rAcently by the Dental Board of Alberta ~nd 
which you say 1s almost sure to be passed by the 
Den 1 Board of Saskatchewan. 

1 am sorry that the Dental Boards 
in these provinces feel oalled upon to t?ke suoh 
action. Let me aay that r have no sympathy whatever 
with the stand takon by the Dental Board of the 
Province of Quebeo. It is little use for us to talk 
of the dangers of provinoialism whan representative 
bodies have as a polioy one so scandalously provincial 
. s the policy of the Dental Board of this province. 
You know the Influ noe of the English-speaking popul­
ation of the Province of ruebeo is not always sufficient 
to control the action of our Prench-speaking fellow 
citizens, but this I can say that re always oppose as 
strenuously as we can these ultra provincial policies. 
1 was hopine that in time .9 oould induce them to 
change. If we could it would be for the benefit not 
only of dental matters generally, but of Interprovin­
olal.relatlons in their wider scope. If, ho ever, 
the Provinces ot Albertn and Saskatchewan take the 
action outline~ in your letter our hopes of influencing 
the ~uebec Board bocome extremely remote. Two wrones 



• 

Dr. ,D, Cowan - 2 -

never m~ke a rIght and becRuse the Dental Board of 
the Provinoe of ~uebec is narrow minded ~rom a 
Can~dlan point of view 1s no reason why the Dental 
Boards of Alberta nnd Saskatohewan should ~ollow 
suit. 

1 am writing to Dr. Tor7 with 
reference to thIs matter nnd hope that you oan 
induoe the Board of Saskatchewan to dels7 act1on. 

Yours faIthfully, 

Prinoipal. 



McGILL U ~IVERSITY 
• 

OFFrct OF THE DEAN FACULTY OF DENTISTRY 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 

McGill Uni",'ersity. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

MONTREA L, .... ;p(3C emb er. 6 th, .. 1 .926. 

Enclosed you will find a letter which I received 

from Dr. Cowan, Secretary of the Dominion Dental Council. Dr. 

Cowan's letter deals wi th matters which wi 11 require very careful 

a ttenti on. 

If the present condition of affairs is allowed to 

exist, it will mean that the number of our students will be 

very materially decreased. 

I am sending this so that you will have a chance 

to look into the matter before the meeting of Corporation. You 

yourself, will determine whether the matter should be discussed at 

the approaching meeting of Corpor~tion. 

I am, 

Very truly yours, 

A '7f'E/EA Dean. 



Dr. A. W. Thornton, 
MaGill Universi ty, 
Uon tr eal, Que. 

Dear Sir:-

COP Y. 

DO!.HIHON DEN TAT, COUNCIL 
of CANADA, 

O:b'FI CE OF THE SECRETARY t 

REG I UA, SAST(. 

November I9th, I926. 

I thought you would be interested in and would possibly 
like to have a copy of the following resolution which was passed recently 
by the Dental Board of Alberta, and then sent to Saskatchewan for 
indorse~ent. The Saskatchewan body at their meeting indorsed the 
resolution which reads as follows: 

"Whereas graduat eA from the Dental Schools in the Province of 
~uebec are free to take any Canadian Provincial Dental Board examination 
and obtain a license to practice, while the Dental et of the Province of 
Quebec absolu tely forbidEl the admisRion to exa'nina tion or practice 
of graduates other than J~aval or !.tcGill Dental Col.leges. Since the stu­
dents of Alberta Universi ty will. not be al. lowAd to enter the province of 
Quebec at all, we suggest that, to ACIualize the state of affairs, the 
Senate of the University of Alberta use the power it has under the 
Alberta Dental Act and in future refuse to extend the privilegeEl of our 
Dental Board Examination to graduates of Dental Schools in the Province 
of Quebec. This does not refer to Dental Courses but to prohibi tive 
Dental r~egiBlation passed by the Dental Board." "Carried" 

This rABo'.ution is I think indicative of the feeline in other 
provinces as well as these two western ones and I thought "[los~ibly it 
might act as a guide to those of you who are thinking of this question 
at the pr~sent time. 

Your s Sincerely t 

(signel'l) 1IT. D. COWAN, 

Secy. D.D.C. of C. 

P.S. Saskatchewan will Anact the same as Alberta. 


