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Universite de Montreal

Faculte dp Chirurgie Dentaire

Rffilice a I"Hesociation Mationale des Facultés Dentaires Hméricaines

Montreal, January 26th 1933

Sir Arthur Currie,
Prinecipal,
MeGill University,
Montreal

Owing a mistake in the text of

& copy of the resolution passed by our Council concerning

the admission to the study of Dental Surgery, which I

sent you some time ago, I take the liberty to send you

today a corrected copy.

Yours truly,
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RESEO0OLUZ2TON

lo.- Attendu,qu'il existe & l'heure actuelle une agitation
assez considérable au sujet de la préparation exigée des
candidats & 1l'étude de la chirurgie dentaire;

Attendu, que cette épineuse question des conditions d'ad-
mission & 1l'étude, fut réglée en 1927-28, 4 la satisfac-
tion de la profession, de la Faculté et des universités;

Attendu, qu'en ressussitant d'anciennes dissensions, cette

agitation pourrait créer des ennuis sérieux & 1l'Université
et & la profession.

Nous, les membres dm Conseil dé la Faculté de chirurgie
dentaire, considérons de notre devoir de dégaggr la res-
ponsabilité de la Faculté en cette affaire et & laisser
savoir nos sentiments une fois pour toutes.

(1) Nous tenons & rassurer nos confréres de 1l'Université
McGill et & leur dire notre ferme décision de ne pas
nous départir de l'entente formelle de 1924,

(2) Nous eroyons que notre race, ayant ses caractéres par-
ticuliers et ses aptitudes distinctes, doit s'en tenir
4 sa culture spéciale.

Nous estimons que les Canadiens-frangais ne doivent pas
8tre les premiers & considérer les professions simple-
ment comme des industries lucratives destinées au simple
gagne-vie, mais que les besoins actuels de notre race
exigent des futurs professionnels, non seulement la
culture scientifique strictement nécessaire & leur spé-
cialité, mais, aussi une culture générale qui les rende
aptes au rdle social de leur profession et justifie

leur titre d'anciens éléves d'Université frangaise et
catholique.

EN CONSEQUENCE, Il est résolu que la Faculté maintient sa déci-
sion confirmée par 1l'Université, d'exiger en
septembre 1933, le baccalauréat ou 1l'éguivalent.







FRIDAY. OCTOBER 28,

URRIE COMMENTS |
ON DENTAL COURSE
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DERTAL SURGEON

NATURE OF WORK

The responsibilities of the Dental Surgeon cover first the preservation of

the teeth, temporary and permanent, and the care of the tissues of the 0Oral

Cavity. When, owing to lack of care, dieesse has made such progress as to

cause serious lesions and destruction of the teeth and surrounding tissues,
it becomes the dental surgeon's duty to administer treatment and aid nature
in the repair of such destruction. The profession, though it is by no
means an easy calling - involving, as it does, much thought and many trying
moments = is one of extraoddinary interest. A dental surgeon muet have a
thorough knowledge of the normal and be able to diagnose the abnormal or
pathological conditions of the mouth. He mustobbe a skilled technician
with & thorough knowledge of all the materials used in his work anmd of

the highly developed art which enables him to handle them properly. The
déntal profession is still young , much opportunity is offered in the field
of scientific investigation and a graduste of MeGill University will find

ready co—-operation in his desire for research.

The spplicant for entrance must have completed the equivalent of two years
of study in the Faculty of Arts, including the subjects Physics, Inorganic
and Organic Chemistry, and Biology. His application is then considered

for registration in the first year of a Four-year Dental course. During
the first and second years the student will complete the following Medical
Science subjects:~ Anatomy, Physiology, Histology, Bio-Chemistry, Pathology,
Bacteriology, and Pharmacology. In addition he will be given laboratory
technical training in the mechanics of Dentistry. During the third and
fourth years he will practice dentistry at the infirmary under competent

supervision.




OPPORTUNITY FOR PRACTICE

The need for dentists in the Province of Quebec at present is very great.
Commercial institutions are realizing that the health of employees is a
very important consideration and that much i1l health results from lack

of mouth hygiene. Graduate dentists, therefore, are being offered
appointments by large companies. Insurance companies are beglnning to
appreciate the imporsance of thorough mouth exemination and the elimination
of infections in the mouths of applicants for policies. Hospitals include
graduate dentists on their stafis. Further opportunities are continually
arising. School Boards, for instance, are awakening to the need of dental
supervision for thelr pupils, while various Govermment asuthorities are

co-operating, so gar as possible, with the agencies interested in Oral Hygiene.

PERSONAL QU LITLES

{1) Interest in Health Service and in tie development of stronger
Canadian manhood.

(2) Sympathy for the suffering and the desire to alleviate pain.

(3) Aptness for higher educatlon coupled wikh the techincal ability
required vo work out with the hands the plans of the nead.

(4) A natural bent towards scrupulous cleanliness.

BOST

The cost of training includes the cost of maintenance during & period of
gix years in the university after matriculation. Por the undergraduate
course leading to the degree of Doctor of Denksl Surgery, the cost of

tuition at McGill University is as follows:-




Seevscrconcne .?l??.oo

I B R R TN EE . 17'7.00

Cilﬁy Jf SOT Em 3 'St yeary f%es.-.-.*..- 1 237.00

instruments.. 180.Q0

Second year fe6Scececcses 237.00
Second year instruments. 120.00

Third year fee . 247.00
Third year instmmment: 100400

AR £88Bcacanons « 247.00
instruments. « 75.00

e
0TAL $1,797.00

-ruments included will be used later in gen practice.

pors




Huiversite de Montreal

Facrulte de Chirurgie Dentaire

Rffilice A 'Hssociation Mationale des Facultés Dentaives Bméricaines

Montreal, December oth 1932

Sir Arthur W.Currie,
Principal, MeGill University,
Sherbrooke St.West,
Montreal

I am instructed

to the MeGill University a text of a resolution unanimously

adopted by the Faculty of Dental Surgery of the University
of lMontreal, at a meeting of its Council, held on November

15th,




Il est proposé par le docteur J.A.Pinault,

secondé par le docteur J.P.Lantier,

lo. Attendu qu'il existe & l'heure actuelle une certaine

agitaticn au sujet de la préparation exigée des can-
didats 21'étude de la chirurgie dentaire;

Attendu que cette épineuse question des qualifications
intellectuelles fut réglée en 1927-28, A la satisfaction
de la profession, de la Faculté et des universités.

Attendu gqu'en ressussitant d'anciennes dissensions, cette

agitation pourrait oréer des emuis sérieux & l'universitd
et & la profession.

IL EST RESOLU;

Que la Faculté maintient sa décision, confirmée par
l'université, d'exiger le baccalauréat en septembre

1933.







November 9th, 1932.

Dre Valmore Olivier,
President of the Provincilal Board of Dental Surgery,

a3 g RONKR PN
<1l .5,».'.' S g £ L A

Dear Drs Olivier:=

I thank you very much for your
letter of MWovember 7the

o proposal has been made by the
waiversities, fior any modifications in the Dental Act.
The second article would have been accurate had it
stated that the two universities were in accord
conceralng such a modification in the sense that
they had no intention that the law as now exisiing
should be alteredes When the present law was made
it was, as you remember, the result.ofma\g;gggrance
between your Board and representatives of the Hite.
universitless The requircments for studemts of -
our University were considered separately and there
was no intention of establisuing an equivalence
between the Helill course and that of the classical
collegese. :

If any explanation of the fact
that two years in Arts at this University is an
adequate preparation, it lies in the training in
sclentific subjects given to our students in those
years and the school years which precede them , in
the fact that only toree years are required as a
preparation for our medical course whith-is much
more difficult than the dental coursee There is,
of course, no need to remind you of these things
with which you are QJust as familiar as I am.




As soon as I read the press report which seems
to have given rise to the article you sent me, I took
the matter up with the University of Montreal, who
agreed entirely with my view, that the law as at
present existing was quite satisfactorys and tnethe
interview which I gave the press 1 stated that I felt
quite confident that your board and the Unlversity of
Yontreal would not think of going %o the Leglislature
over our headse

Many thanks for your loetter.

Yours faithfully,

Péincipale




LE DIPLOME 2¢ %4>
DE BACHELIER
SERAIT EXIGE

Montr 26 Afin< de mettre tous
les étudiants sur le méme pied. ceux
des universités francaises et ceux
1'Universi MeGill, 1e collége des C
rmirgliens-cde / a décidé de presen-
ter cette a 2o un bill A la Législats

amender la
amendement
<de Dbachelier tout  com-

'm«w autres eétudes universitaires,

re que pour étre admis A 1'é-

tude de la chirurgie dentaire, un camn-
didat devra étre porteur de hacoalan -
réat ot de Ja sorte disparaitra l'année
dite pre-dentaire Cecl mettrait sur le
méme pied et canadiens-frangals ot
canadiens-anglais. A MaGill un éléve
n'est pas tenu cde posséder le bacca-
Jamréat.
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DR. V. OLIVIER
DENTISTE
SHERBROOKE, QUE.




Bachelor's Degree will be required.

Montreal 26th - In orc SECg S hidsits o B
French colleges and those McGill University on the
same footing, the college of dental surgeons has
decided to present this year bil to the Legislature
amending the examination laws., i) amendment
requires a bachelor's degree from all university
students, that is to say in order to be admitted to
the study of dental surgery a candidate should have

a bachelor's degree and so do away with the so-called

pre~-dental year. This would put the French and

English Canadians on the same footing. At NeGill a

student does not have to have a Bachelor's degree,

The Dental Profession

Montreal, 2 - Sir Arthur Currie, Principal of McGill

University has announced that the University of Montreal

and MeGill University are completely in accord on the
subject of the modification of the bill for the requirements
for the dental profession which will be presented by the
college of physicians and dental surgeons of the province

next session,
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October 26th, 1932

ugl'o v."JQ&Oph Pi@tta, PCA." D'I‘Q d.ﬁ.'
Rector, University of Montreal,
BONTEEAL, Pele

iy dear Monseigneur Pietter=

Some time age Dres Dubssu, Dean of
the Faculty of Dontistry, University of Kontreal, indicated
to Dre Walsh, Acting Dean of the Faculty of Demtistry,
MeGAll Universitys that he had determined to inaist wpon
a change in the requirements for aimigsion to the study of
dentidtry. Officially, however, I liave heard nothing
nor has any word come %o me from your institution regarding
such a suggestion.

1 was astonished to read in La Praesse a statement,
which on the face of it seams to heve mme officisl sanctiom,
to the effect that at the next session of the Provinelal
Leglslature an amandment to the Déntal Act would be proposed,
which would require students of thls University eatering the
study of Dentistry to bave the degres of Dele

1 can scarcely believe that your University, without
any notice to us, cen have decided to sek the Legislature to
change, without our conmsent, an agreement which was made
between us. The preseat provision of the law was prepared
after long considebation by the accredited represcntatives
of our two institutions, and of ths Denisl Collegej it has,

80 far as I lmow, beeu loyally sdherod to and I sm wmable to
see any reason for changos

The artici@d in La Presse appears to me misleading
in many ways, and likely to arouse feelings of racial animosity
whigh. I_ think you will sgree, are most undesirable. I trust
I shall hear Irau you that the reporter was misinformed, that
the proposal has no sanction from your institution, and that
we may regard as unsuthorised the intimation that the Legislature
will be appealed to to alter, witbout our ¢omsent, the existing
agreemnent.

Yours faithiully,

Principals
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UNIVERSITE DE MORITREAL

CABINET DU RECTEUR

e Apthar: =

ct
()

e pe by
o

= e
3!

O 1
<

0]

e

D

o SO 41
w o

B
o %"
' =

0 O
B
ct O

n
'

¢
O N

o

® 0 O ct

0n Q¥
o O O
— O

3 O ot e

L
%
(4]

I gave him all the
tions and he kindly said he

to you.

These explanations summed up
&s Tollows: The authorities of the University
of Montresl have never done
in view of bringing out agal
of the agreement made
Bities on this subject.

private conversstion which ha
to my Knowledge.

The reporter simply published a
d no

i
not 'reven come

Ur Dubesu was not authorized to
vean ol the Faculty in this ocecur-

Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal, McG
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Hominion Dental Council- of Canada

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

PRESIDENT
Dr. George Kerr Thomson, Halifax, N. S.

Ist VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. J. W. Clay, Calgary, Alta.

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. H. A. Croll, Souris, Man.

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. W. D. Cowan, Regina, Sask.

REPRESENTATIVES ON THE COUNCIL

Dr. J. M. Magee, Saint John, N. B. March 15th
Dr. W. M. McGuire, Simcoe, Ont. HALIFAX, N. s, i
Dr. J. S. Bagnall, Charlottetown, P. E. 1.

8ir Arthur Currie,
McGill University,
Montresal, P.Q.

My Dear Sir Arthur:

With further reference to the matter
discussed at our interview of Jenuary 21st. I am enclosing
h

rewith copy of correspondence which may be of interest.
I would also refer you to the Dominion Dentsl Journel of
November 1028 pages 352-355.

I believe we have reached a very
important and critical period in the developement of our
Dental Education and Legislatien in Canada, and do not
anticipate any bad results from a frank discussion by
representatives of the various Universities. On the other
hend, if Quebec is disposed to take some immediate action
in the matter and co=-operate with the D.D.C and other
Provinces, I would regret any action on our part that

would antagonize the members of the profession in that
Province.

As chairman of the committee on Dental
Education and President of the D.D.C, I will be gled to
co-operate in what ever action your programme committee
may consider desirable.

_— Yours faithfyll

QG enjac LQS’Z ) @@,p1

SRess PP PreOPoeesPeprrerpr e

GEORGE KERR THOMSON.
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CABLE ADDRESS:  VERA™

1 = c (
PRESIDENT'S OFFICE e R

EDMONTON,
ALBERTA, CANADA

December 14th,1926.

Sir Arthur Currie,
President,

MeGill University,
Montreal , Que.

My dear Sir Arthur:

I have your letter of December 8th
with the encloeure: om Cowan. In reply I beg to say that
the Dentel Asscciation of Albertas has been urging upon us
for the last year and a half to take action with regard to
the situation existing between Alberta and Quebec.

Naturally they feel that if they are not permitted to

practise in Quebec, Quebec graduates should not be permitted

to practise in Alberta. They have not the slightest desire

to put the regulation into force if Quebec will not break

with her provincialism, as we are firmly of the opinion that
these organizations should be Canadian-wide and not provinecial.

When the matter was submitted a year
ago to our Senate, which is in control of the situation here,
I asked them to defer action that we might have a conference

over the matter and be able 1o lead Quebec to see that they




Sir Arthur Currie -2-

had everything to gain and nothing to lose by a reciprocsal
arrangement. As a matter of fact, the going of a dentist
from Alberta to Quebec would be a very rare event while
without question both McGill and Laval students would be
finding their way into Alberta. The matter will come up in
our Senate at its next meeting and I propose again to defer
action in the hope that more sensible views may prevail in
Quebec.

We have now a course in Dentistry in Alberta
covering five years' work after matriculation.

I .would be glad if you would let me know what
progress you make in having the matter reconsidered in

Quebec. I shall write to Dr. Nolan also in the matter.

Sincerely yours,

President.




Pominion Bental Counril of Canada

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

PRESIDENT o
Dr. W. M. McGuire, Simeoe, Ont.

Ist VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. J. W. Clay, Calgary, Alta.

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. G. F. Bush, Winnipeg, Man

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. W. D. Cowan, Regina, Sask.

REPRESENTATIVES ON THE COUNCIL AT o
ma, MNask.,
Dr. J. M. Magee, St. John, N.B. %\l‘g.li'l, & ask
Dr. G. K. Thomson, Halifax, N.S.
Dr. J. 5. Bagnall, Chatlottetown, P.E 1.

General Sir Arthur Currie
Prinecipal and Viee Chancellor
Me@ill University Montresl Qua,
My dear Sir;-
Yesterday I received your letter re theresolution ( Dental)
passed by the Alberta Dental Bosrd and endorsad by the Pask Dantal
Council, To day I received s letter from Dr Murrey . This latter I

have answered as per enclosed. From it ou will gath t
the attitude of the dentists hore. X BRRIE MG ey

You will please note that I suggest to Dr Murray that he try
and arrsnge & mesting when you are in M

: loose jaw ( as per press announ-
éement) If this is done & very clear view of the whole gituation

can be gained.I trust you will agraae,

I had the pleasureof discusgin this who i i
in Ottawa just after you g 8 whole situati

long ago that I faney yo

on with you
hadd assumed present duties. But that is so
u will have forgotten it a1l

Yours sincere

ol AALCE<

-

W.D.Cowan




Dominion Dental Council of Canada

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
PRESIDENT
Dr. W. M. McGuire, Simcoe, Ont.

Ist VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. J. W. Clay, Calgary, Ala.

2nd VICE PRESIDENT
Dr. G. F. Bush, Winnipeg, Man.

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Dr. W. D. Cowan, Regina, Sask.

REPRESENTATIVES ON THE COUNCIL
Dr. J. M. Magee, St. John, N.B.
Dr. G. K. Thomson, Halifax, N.S.
Dr. J. S. Bagnall, Charlottetown, P.E.I.

Dr Walter Murrey ;
Prasidént University sagkatoon Sask
sl %%zé-letter ra the resolution racently passed by the Alberta
Board and coneurred in by the Pgak, Board received to day. e
varmit me to say that the Dominion Dental Couneil had nothing
whatever %o do with the pessing of this rago}%tion. Indeed it was
t hile before we were &ware O L. : ‘ .
paeseilggit: ? zowever, ig not to be b%a?ed in my opinion for want
rminste & very one sided econdition
e e R
into the Dominion Dantal Counci%. %11 at time the ¢ :
. T 1t has been very injur
wide opdn to her, but she gaid "No". The resu.l val
i YeGill is being punished
ious to Quebac, especially to MeGill, MeG Bosiv ) g
averely for the refusal of Quebee to bacoms. entally 80
gh: Dominion Dantal Cowneil would like to recognize LcGillthu:eginE
bacause it 1s located in Quabec- & provinee that rafusss O p
roecate with the rest of Canada.
Far from us to want anytpgoviniiaii
what we are alimi at. We want to naviona . .
by any of the axggting golleges. But Quebec reguses tg pzr%::migad o
"he attitude therefore of an awful lot 4s" If \&ehec g de g e
i1golate herself why meke the isolati%n complete” It 18 & mOS g
able spirit but only a natural result, s i
g gea by the pepers that Sir Arthur Currie is to befin L§O?P 3
jew in February. pPregumebly some educational gathering. % 80 t%n
oy you will also be there. 1f so would it be possible Ior yog
arrange & half hour conference between yourself, Sir1Arth¥r gn e
probably three members of the Sagk Council., I would like %o ba thers
myself as Secty of the Dominion Couneil. We could then elearly un-
derstand the situation.

Yours respy
JWWW

W.D.Cowan




Also sent to:
Dr. Walter Murray,
President, Univ. of Saskatchewan.

Decenmber 8th, 1926,

Dr. B, ¥, Tory,
Prosident, University of Llberta,
Edmonton, Alta.

. TOI‘yf--

3 Dr. Thornton Dean of the Dental
Facuity of MeGill University, has received from
D. Gowan, Secrastary of the Dominion Dental

Canada, a lestter of which I am enclosing

I hone that the Senate of the
University of Albsrta will not endorse the action of
the Dental Board 6f that Province.

Let me say that we at HeGill do
not approve of the policy pursued by the Dental Board
of this province in setting up in Cusbeec a closed door
to the graduates of any Dental School outside of this
province. Such a policy is provinscialism of a very
objectionable sort snd I was hoping that in time we
might change matt@rs, but there will no hops of any
change 1if these resolutions are supported by the
Universities of Alberta and Saskatchewan. Such action
wonld be interpreted as supporting 2 provinecial rather
than & national policy for Canadians. I think our
policy in this province is unwise and unCanadian and I

should be very sorry to ses the Provinces of Alberta
and Saskatchewan follow sult.

I shall bring the matter up at
the Conferencs of Canadlan Universities, and in the
meantime I hope you will induce the Senate of your
University to delay sction.

With all good wishes, I am,
Yours fsithfully,




Dgcember 7th, 1926,

Dr. We Do Cowan,
Sec*'y Dominion Dental Council of Canada,
Regina, Sask.

¥y dear Dr, Cowan:-

Dr. Thornton has handed to me a
copy of your letter of November 18th to him, Your
letter sets forth a copy of a resclution which was
passed recently by the Dental Board of Alberta and
which you say is almost sure to be passed by the
Dentel Board of Saskatchewan,

I am sorry that the Dental Boards
in these provinces feel coalled upon to take such
action., Let me say that I have no sympathy whatever
with the stand taken by the Dental Board of the
Province of Cuebec. It is little use for us to talk
of the dangers of provincialism when representative
bodies have as a policy one so scendalously provincial
58 the policy of the Dental Board of this province.

You know the influence of the BEnglish-speaking popul-
ation of the Provinee of Cuedbes is not always sufficient
to control the action of our French-speaking fellow
citizens, but this I casn say that we always oppose as
strenuously as we can these ultra provincial policies.
1 was hoping that in time we could induce them to
change. If we gould it would be for the benefit not
only of dental matters generally, bdbut of interprovin-
cial relations in their wider scope. If, however,

the Provinces of Alberta and Saskatchewan take the
action outlined in your letter our hopes of influencing
the Cuebec Board become extremely remote. Two wrongs




never make a right and ause the Dental Board of
the Province of Cusabee narrow minded from s
Canadian point of view is no reason why the Dental

Boards of Alberta snd S skatchewan should fellow
snit.

am writing to Dr
reference to this matter =nd hope

induce the 4 T Saskatchewan




McGILL UNIVERSITY
v

OFFICE OF THE DEAN Facurry oF DENTISTRY

Mo~TrEAL,. December 6th, 1926,

Sir Arthur Currise,
Prineipal,
MeGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

Enclosed you will find a letter which I received
from Dr., Cowan, Secretary of the Dominion Dental Counecil, Dr,
Cowan's letter deals with matters which will require very careful

attention,

If the present condition of affairs is allowed to
exist, it will mean that the number of our students will be

very materially decreased,

I am sending this so that you will have a chance

to look into the matter before the meeting of Corporation., You

yourself, will determine whether the matter should be discussed at

the approaching meeting of Corporation,
I am

»

Very truly yours,

Dean,




DOMINION DENTAT, COUNCIL
of CANADA,

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
REGINA, SASK,

*

November I9th, I926,

Dr, A, W, Thornton,
MeGill Universi ty,
Hontreal, Que,

Dear Sir:-

I thought you would be interested in and would possibly
like to have a copy of the following resolution whieh was passed recently
by the Dental Board of Alberta, and then sent to Saskatchewan for
indorsement, The Saskatchewan body at their meeting indorsed the
resolution which reads as Tollows:

"Whereas graduates from the Dental Schools in the Province of
Quebec are free to take any Canadian Provineial Dental Board examination
and obtain a license to practice, while the Dental Act of the Province of
Quebeec absolutely forbids the admission to examinstion or practice
of graduates other than Laval or MeGill Dental Colleges, Since the stu-
dents of Alberta University will not be sllowed to enter the province of
Quebee at all, we suggest that, to equalize the state of affairs, the
Senate of the University of Alberta use the power it has under the

Alberta Dental Act and in future refuse to extend the privileges of our
Dental Board Exemination to graduates of Dentsl Schools in the Province
of Quebse, This does not refer to Dental Courses but to prohibitive
Dantal TLegislation passed by the Dental Board," "Carried”

This resolution is I think indicative of the feeling in other
provinces as well as these two western ones and T thought possibkly it
might act as a guide to those of you who are thinking of this question
at the present time,

Yours sincerely,
(signed) W, D, COWAN,
Se0¥ DD, By o€,

Saskatchewan will enaet the same as Alberta.




