From
Tue PrincipaL Anp Vice=CHANCELLOR,
McGiL UniversiTy,

MonTRreaL.

JPRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR:

SR ARTHUR W. CURRIE, G.C.M.G.. KCB.

January 6, 1932,

The McGill Graduates of Montreal,
and the members of the Governing
Board and Corporation,.

Dear Sir or Madam,

1 am sure you are all pleased with the success
that has 2ttended the formation of the Montreal Symphony
Orchestra by Douglas Clarke, Dean of the Faculty of Music
of McGill University. That Professor Clarke should
have taken advantage of the unemployment of so many
first-class musicians to weld them together into an ef-
ficient organization shows his alertngss and his keenness

to help the cause of muslc in Montreal: +that he should
have held them together during the difficult period of
the last eighteen months is a tribute to his power of
organization and to his personality.

The terms under which these concerts are
given in His Majesty's Theatre are that the theatre
takes 40% of the proceeds each week. (This may be
too high a percentage, 2and personally I think it 18,
but the contract has been made and must be observed. )
The other 607% is divided among the musicians and gives
them each about $6.00 a week. From 2 fund collected
at the beginning of the season there has been taken
a sum sufficient to make the musicians' weekly stipend
up to $15.00 each, - a very small amount when 1t is ap~-
preciated that the Orchestra holds rehearsals on five
days previous to its concert on the Sunday.

We are now told that there is only gsufficient
in the treasury to maintain these concerts for another
three weeks. To me it seems a strange thing that
Montreal, claiming to be a city of culture, should be
willing to see this Orchestra break up, for it would




mean that the things most worth while do not really
appeal to our people.

I have been proud of the Faculty of Music
and particularly of 1its Dean, for taking the lead in
seeking to raise the tone of musical taste and to de-
velop a finer appreciation of the beauty of good music,
It is right that the University should assume this
position of leadership. If the project succeeds
ecredit will come to the University: 1if it fails there
is no doubt that the failure will be regarded as a re-
flection on the power of the University to stimulate
the necessary interest. It may be that it is too
difficult a task to develop iIn the space of two short
geasons an enthusiasm for good orchestra music, but
I am unwilling to believe this,

I have been told that a Symphony Orchestra
is a luxury in times of depression. This is not so.
This Orchestra is the only factor sustaining more
than fifty famililes. Furthermore, I hold that in
times of stress, when nerves are ultra sensitive,
nothing is more soothing, more necessary, more help-
ful ,more inspiring than good music.

I am confining this appeal to McGill
graduates and those most directly interested in
the University. $7000 must be raised within the
next fortnight if these concerts are to extend beyond
Sunday, January 17th. Will you do what you can to
help us in our effort to keep the Montreal Symphony
Orchestra together?

Contributions may be sent to
The Montreal Orchestra, Inc.,
Room 2001,, *ount Royal Hotel.

Ever yours faithfully,

(Ctnn

Principal.




Jammary 11,
1932

¥res. F, M. G, Johnson,
President,
Mc:311ll Vomen's Union.

Mrs. Johnson,

May I express my thanks to you
and the other members of the lcGill Vomen®s Union
who so kindly assisted me last week in sending
out the appeal to the MeGill graduates on behalf
of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, It was a

very tedious and long job, I know: but let us

hope that the results will Justify the time spent

on it.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal




W. F. SHEPHERD

1536 BISHOP STREET
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF MUSIC
OFFICE OF THE DEAN

DEAN - DouGLAs CLARKE, M.A., Mus.BAcC. (CANTAB) 677 W. SHERBROOKE STREET

MONTREAL

Qctober

The Principal,
MeGill Univer sity,
Montreal .

Principal,

I presume th Miss D'Amour is taking advantage of the
faet that she is the stafl'f of the QOﬁEO'”“tﬁ"WM.+O trouble

=]

you with this matt e has four pupils =-- two partials, one

half-partial and one seco i -- g2ll1 of whom were given her
by us. She has broug ; : ts here herself.

he is a peculiar type. When the orchestra was

she was the lieutenant, so to speak, of the first manage:
orchestra, and I believe worked in the orchestra's inte
November of last year this man (Romano) lQn
what reason I don't know =-=- and started A

it, threatening to wreck it, He started a non-Union orchestra
and was dismissed, with a fine, from the Union. Ever since then
he has been QLu0019ted with non-Union players. When I was re-con-

tructing the orchestra for this season, I was informed that Miss
D' Amour had been associating herself with Romeno in his non-Union
activities, and I decided that it would be wiser not to include
her in the present orchestra, as I had no desire to come into con-
flict with the Union authorities.

then lMiss D'Amour discover that she was not included
in the orchestra, she asked me for an interview, which I gave her.,
She then told me that she had been in the broadcasting studio with
Romano's non-Union band, but only to turn over the pages of her
sister's music. ZEven i he was not playing with Romano w
associating herself with his work. I told her this and
was sorry that as my number of violins was complete I

w 7N

take her into the orchestra,

T

That is one side of the trouble -- which really does not

interest me. There is another side. After Romano quitted my orch-
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Rense 4d*Amour,
539 Hutchison Strest,
antreal-s

Dear Hlisas d'Amour,

I have your letter of the 10th
Fovember, enclos ing copy of the reply you racelved

A

from the American Federatlion of
United States and Canzda.
You have ssryed the Faeulty of

Husic of the University for a long time, and vary

faithfully, and I thiank the 't we ean a1l do is

to Torget this unplessant ocourrente. I want you
t0 continue to work in hamony with Dean D ouglzs
Clerke as a member of the staff of thet Facul
With all good wishes,
am,

yours falthfully,

Prineipal,

























677, SHERBROOKE ST. W,

MoNTREAL.










HARBOUR 0201

OFFICE OF
THE MANAGER

Orpheum ThHeatre

OPERATED BY MOUNT ROYAL AMUSEMENT COMPANY LIMITED

October 6, 1930.

Sir Arthur Currie,
3450 McTavish Street,
Montreal, Quebac.

Dear Sir Arthur,-

It is a distressing but compelling truth that the
present generation is not a generation of music-

lovers. They are not "music-conscious'! insofar

as the finer composers are concerned. Strident

Jjazz and blatant syncopation have superceded the

glorious orchestrations and symphonies.

A group of seventy-five of the finest musicians

in this city have formed The Montreal Concert Sym-
phony Orchestra, feeling the civic need for a
group of this type. They have leased the Orpheum
Theatre for a series of Musieal Matinees, the
first of which will be given on Sunday afternoon,
October 12th, at three o'clock. On Monday, Tues-
day and Friday afternoons of the week of the 12th
the identical concert will be given, and a similar
group of four matinees -- with weekly changes of
course =- will be given for a period of several
weeks.

The first concert will be under the able direction
of Mr. Douglas Clarke, Dean of Music of McGill
University, and will feature as soloist that talent-
ed pianist, Mr. Paul de Marky. The program will
include Wagner, Ravel, Tchaikowski's Fifth Symphony
and symphonic variations of Cesar Franch.

We are soliciting the patronage of the most promin-
ent people in Montreal to further this series and

can assure you that the use of your name would be

of inestimable value, May we hear from you in

this connection? Your support would be appreciated,

2 Yours very truly, B
//m% % Tmile
Mana
ORPHEUM THEATRE.

MONTREAL, CANADA
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677, SHERBROOKE ST. W,

MoONTREAL.
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MONTREAL ORCHESTRA INC.
Room 2001
Mount Royar Hoter

Montreal

Dear

We acknowledge receipt of your cheque for $

covering subscription as a supporting member and we thank you

sincerely for your interest and generous support.

Yours truly,

MONTREAL ORCHESTRA INC.

Executive Committee
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OSWALD & DRINKWATER

STOCK AND BOND BROKERS

MEMBERS

MONTREAL STOCK EXCHANGE —MONTREAL CURB MARKET
PRIVATE WIRES TO NEW YORK AND TORONTO

TELEPHONE HARBOUR 610l >
INSURANCE EXCHANGE BUILDING

‘OSDRINK’

CABLE ADDRESS
LIEBERS

MONTREAL —QUE.

275 NOTRE DAME ST.WEST

yourself, Hon. L. A
and their wives, to occ
Majesty's Theatre,

nis

We icularly anxi
and Lady Currie there, not only because i.
to have the first concert well
because the orchestra is going to play tl

"Gotterdammerung", as a tribute to

spons o"nd,

from Wagner's
memory of the late Prof. Waugh.

a great friend of the

Prof. Waugh was
also of Dean Clarke.

orchestra and
will have the arrangements

Col. Bovey
know if you and

in c¢harge. Would you kindly let him
Lady Currie can be present ?

VOL)







THE HEAD OFFICE OF THE

SuN LIFE ASSURANCE CoMPANY OF CANADA

MONTREAL

March 7, 1932.

Genersl Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.s K.C.Bsy
3450 McTavish St.,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I am sending you herewith a notice of a concert
that T and one or two friends of mine are organizing in aid of the
orchestra.

I feel that it is almost a shame to pester one such
as you, who has already done so much for the orchestra, for further
help. However, your influence around Montreal is so great that I
felt emboldened to write you this personal letter in addition to
sending you this circular, and I hope you will pardon me for doing
80. Any assistance that you can give us by bringing this concert
to people's notice and persuading them to attend it will, I can
assure you, be greatly appreciated.

If either you or any of your friends should wish to
purchase tickets, if you would care to phone me at the Sun Life -
Pl., 3131, local 146 - I shall be only too pleased to mail them to
you.

Yours very sincerely,




MONTREAL ORCHESTRA
MEMBER'S \*02090

This is to certify that

.?4 ‘/"' T
IS A MEMBER IN GOOD STANDING HAVING PAID
YEARLY DUES FOR 193¢-33 SEASON

A 2 Chairman
DATE.. M‘?O_ Membership Committee
/




MONTREAL ORCHESTRA INC.

ROOM 2001

MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL

SECRETARY'S OFFICE TELEPHONE HARBOUR 1867




February 1, 1932

B )

Furst

T ~
Al ® Ee R L | ed o’

Chairman, Emergency Committes,
Montreal Orchestra.
Room 2002, Mount Royal Hosel.

Montreal, P, Q.

Dear Sir,

I am returning herewith the book of
tickets for the raffle of = 1932 Buick Straight 8 Car
for the benefit of the Montresl Orches tra, This is
the sort of thing at which I am no £00d, I havye no
doubt you could place the book in better

o

Yours faithfully,
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Norman Eagers 580G,
4312 Yonirose Avenue,

B i s 4
STHMOUNT, Ques
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Jamuary 2nd, 1932,

T90 the MeGill graduates of Hontreal,
To the Governors and Nembors of Corporation.

Dear Sir or Madam,

I am sure you are all pleased with the
success that has attended the formation of the Eontreal
Symphony Orchestra by Douglas Clarke, Dean of the Facul ty
of Music of McGill University. That Professor Clarke
should have taken advantage of the unemployment of so
many first-class musicians to weld them together into
an effdcient organization shows his a*ertness and his
keenness to help the cause of music in Montreal. That
he should have held them together during the difficult
perlod of the last eighteen months is a tridbute to his
power of organization and his poersonalitye.

The terms unider which these concerts are given
in His Majesty's Theatre are thot the Theatre takes forty
per cent, of the proceeds each weok. This may be too high
a percentage, and personally I think it is, but the contract
has been made and must be observed. The other sixty per
cent. is divided among the musicians, and gives them each,

I understand, about six dollars a weok. Prom 2 fund col-
lected at the beginning of the season there has been taken

a sum sufficient to make the musicians' weekly stipend up %o
fifteen dollars each, - a very small amount when it is ap-
preciated that the Orchestra holds rehearsals on five days
previous to its concert on the Sundaye.

We are now told that there is only sufficient
in the Breasury to maintain these concerts for another three
weoks., To me it seems a strange thing that Montreal,
claiming to be a city of culture, should de willing to see
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1 have been told that a2 Symphony Orchestra is a
luxury in times of depression. This is not so. In times
of stress particularly, nothing is more necessary and more
helpful and inspiring than good musice.

1 am confining this appeal %o MeGill graduates
and those most directly interested in the U

Iniversity.
W must bDe raised within the next fortnight
if these concerts are to extend beyond Sunday, January
will you do what you can to help us in our effort %o
xeep the Montreal Symphony Orchestra together?
Contributions may be sent %o

the Montreal Orchestra, Inc.,
Room 2001,
YMount Royal Hotel.

Sver yours faithfully,

Prinec ipal




¥r. Graham Drinkwater,
3511 Peel Street,
Montreals

Dear Mr. Drin

Sir Arthur Currie asks me %o
gsay that he thought of sending some such appeal

as this to every graduate of the University in
the City, and had 1% iIn mind to talk 1% over with
you during the holiday season, but unfortunately
he is laid up with tonsilitis.

He would be glad if you would
read the letter over and let him have any suggestions,
chanzes or ociriticisms you care to make.

iounrs faithfully,

geeretary to the Principal




CONSOLIDATED THEATRES LIMITED
ROOM 503

1449 ST. ALEXANDER ST.
NEW YORK OFFICE

OPERATING
: RooMm 908
HIS MAJESTY’S - MoONTREAL, QUE. MONTREAL. QUE. TiMES BUILDING

l’RlN(Z\ESS - - - MonTrEAL, QUE. NEW YORK CITY
ORPHEUM - - - MONTREAL, QUE. - =

CANADIEN - - - MONTREAL, QUE. January 12,

NATIONAL - - - MoNTREAL, QUE.

PALACE - - - - - VERDUN, QUE.

THE PREMIER - SHERBROOKE, QUE.

VICTORIA - - - SHERBROOKE, QUE.

ARLEQUIN - - - - QUEBEC, QUE.

IMPERIAL - - - QuEeskec, QUE.

PRINCESS - - - - QUEBEC, QUE.

General Sir Arthur
McGill University,
Montreal, Que.

Dear Sir:-

In a personal appeal made by
Orchestra, a copy of which was published in the Montreal
Gazette of January 8th, you made the following statement,
n"The terms under which these concerts are given in His
Majesty's Theatre are that the theatre takes forty per cent
of the proceeds each week. (This may be t high a percentage,

&

you for the Montresal
he
f

00 i1l
and personally I think it is, but the contract has been made

and must be observed.)"

At the risk of encroaching on your very valuable
time, may we take the liberty of giving you a few facts in
regard to this statement.

His Majesty's Theatre is the sole remaining theatre
devoted to the spoken drama in this City. In a great many
communities, the theatre doing this class of work is sub-
stantially subsidized by the community, or by the drama-lovers,
in order to keep the spoken drama alive.

We are doing this work without any help, not that we
profess any philanthropy in connection therewith, but quite
admit that it is with the hope of future profits.

In the ten concerts given by the Montreal Orchestra
during the season of 1930-31, the total return to us was
- 82660.70, and our total expenses in connection with same,
/ ?////”$2212.40, giving us a net profit of $448.30 - or an average
w*ﬁj' of $44,83 per concert. These figures are available for your-
gself or your auditors, if you would care 10 check them,

We have always had the pleasure of numbering you
amongst our most distinguished patrons and supporters, and we
are quite sure that the wrong impression that has been created
by your statement has been made by an insufficient knowledge
of the facts, and we are certain that with your well-known
reputation for "fair play", you will do everything in your power
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dae ATEL ur Hirsch, Zs8qe,

Prosid Consolidated Theatres Limited,
1449 ,t. lexander dtreet,

Eogtrenl, P e

Daar T 1iv,

Lat mo asckpowledge recelipt of your letter
of January l1l2th,. The letter 1 sent o the gradustes
of MoGill University living in Hentreal on behalf of
the Nontreal Symphony Orchestra wgs 2 personsl letter,
was not intended for pudlication and never should have
been pudlished without my congents I do not kmow who

was responsidle for its dppearance in the GAZETTE
cortainly no memdber of the University staff. You w111
note that it did not appear in any other Nontreal
paper, a8 we asked that 1% be not published, and alse
you may bave soen the letter that I wrote to the
GXZZPPE and which appeared in the issue of Jammary 9th,

1 am soryy Af you feel that any commonte
of mine reflscted unfairly on the managoment of His
Xajesty's Theatres That I really had in mind vas that
perhaps the managament of the Orshestra at the degimuing
of the season had made too heavy a Sommitment, in vievw
of the dirficulty of raising money %0 keep the Orchestra
golng, and I am sure $hot this iz the intorprotation
that will be placed upon the remsrk.

I sm fully awsre of the debt the citisz
of longtroal owe to His Majesty's theatrs for its
interest on behalf of the spoken drama, and I awm
sure everyone wishes you sucoess, finnncial and
otherwise, To my nind theeffort of the Montreal
Symphony Orchestra o dovelop a2 love for pood music
is also a most laudable work and deserves the most
cordial intorest and support of sll these who Dellove
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i am sorry if you feel that I have done you
an injustice, Nothing was farther ffom my thoughts.

Yours faithfully,




CONSOLIDATED THEATRES L.IMITED
ROOM 503

1449 ST. ALEXANDER ST.
Sy Tk NEW YORK OFFICE
OPERATING MONTREAL, QUE. RooM 908

HIS MAJESTY'S - MONTREAL, QUE. TiMES BUILDING
PRINCESS = - - MONTREAL, QUE. NEW YORK CITY
ORPHEUM - - - MONTREAL, QUE.

CANADIEN - - - MONTREAL, QUE. :

NATIONAL - - - MONTREAL, QUE. Jay“‘i&ry

PALACE - - - - - VERDUN, QUE.

THE PREMIER - SHERBROOKE, QUE.

VICTORIA - - - SHERBROOKE, QUE.

ARLEQUIN - - - QuUEBEC, QUE.

IMPERIAL - - - - QUEBEC, QUE.

PRINCESS - - - - QUEBEC, QUE.

r ~ . - 7 M

Sir Arthur W. Currie, GeCelMeGe KeCeBe
£ * ]
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

McGill UﬁlVGrSLtJ,

Montrea

Dear Sir,

Thank you very much for your letter
of January 13th and your kind wishes re- His Majes-
tyts Theatre.

Please be sure that we rdvvr the
importance of *ke worx of the Montreal UJ
Orchestra, and are doing everything in the
of our limited means to assist them.

Very truly yours,

JAHE/V.  ‘/' | TPresident




The publication in this morning's Gazette
of my letter to the McGill graduates impells me to
ask you %o add, or to let me add, a word of explanation.
It has been made clear from the inception that, slthough
headed up by Dean Clarke as Conductor, the Orchestra was
not & JAcCGill affair, but a civic activity in which our
French-speaking citizens were concerned equelly with
those of our own tongue.

¥hen it became apparent that the position of

the Orchestra was becoming desperate the suggestion was
made that I make & public appeal through the press.
Fearing that this might give the impression that we
regarded the Orghestra as a lcGill undertsking, I decided
to write a personal letter to each of our four thousand
graduates in Montreal. I hope that those who read my
letter in the Cazette have regarded it in that light and
have realized that it was directed to graduates alone.
Gradustes have a duty in the matter which I hope they will
fulfil. This does not, of course, mean that otaer groups
of citizens have no obligation. I think that they have,
but I do not think that it is my place to appea} to them
and I am not doing so0.

I am sure that I have made my position clear
and that those who, while deeply interested in the
Nrchestra, have no particular connection with this
University will reslize that we have no desire whatever
vither to control the Nronestra or to monopolize the
credit for its performance.

Yours faithfully,

Princlpal.
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THE SOUTHAM PUBLISHING COMPANY LIMITED

1070 BLEURY STREET, MONTREAL

THE HAMILTON SPECTATCR THE EDMONTON JOURNAL
THE OTTAWA CITIZEN THE WINNIPEG TRIBUNE
THE CALGARY HERALD v & THE VANCOUVER PROVINCE

January 1llth, 1932.

OFFICE OF THE PRESIDENT

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., XK.C.B.
MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur: 4

I am in receipt of your circular letter of the 6th
instant ecalling attention to the financisd needs of the Mont-
real Symphony Orchestra. §

Thig is the third appeal which I have received for
the same object. I answered theyfirst one with a subscription
of $250. to the general funds of ithe Oychestira, and a sub-
scription of four tickets for alllof the concerts, and feel
that with these subscriptions I hayve ﬁet my obligation in full
for the current seasone. f

Yours sincerely,

F ] e =
A P

rr




I am sorry I bothered you. Certainly you
share, more an your share, but you will, I
that my circular was addres to the Governors,
Corporation, Gradustes and staeff of McGill Univers
TR

0 get out those f housand letters,
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ith all good wish

W » o Uanere
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September 23rd, 1931.

™ " , P 4 4 11 &
Dear Captain lascelles:i-

: The ilontreal Orchestea Lssociation
was organized last year and was responsible for arranging
a series of orchestral concerts in His ifajesty's Theatre.
The inception of the work was really due to Dean Clarke
of our Faculty of Music who has, for the last year, acted
as conductor of the orchestra. The performances improved
continuously and have received the very highest praise from
all who heard them, either over the radio or directly.
Indeed, the orchestra is definitely stated by experts to be
second to none in Canada and few elsswhere. The present
chaiman is Mr. E. R. Decary, who is being succeeded by

y

Hre E. We aeatty.
As honorary president I have been
requested to ask Their Excellencies for the honour of

their patronage and I' trust that they will be willing
to grant thise.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.

Captain L. F. Lascelles,

Private Secretary to the Governor Genersl,
Government House,

Ottawa.




GovErRNMENT Housek,
OTTAWA .

Office of the Secretary
to the Governor General September 24th 1931

My dear Sir Arthur,

I have submitted your letter of
September 23rd to His Execelleney. Their Excellencies
will have much pleasure in giving their Patronage
to the Montreal Orchestra Association, as you suggest,

Yours very truly,

Seeretary to the Goyermior-General.

General Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G.,
MeGill University
MONTREAL.




Dear Chancellor,

I have just had a chat with Mr, Decary
about the lontreal Symphony Orchestra, and frem our
conversation I am convinced that it would be helpful
in every way if you would acgept for a year the Pre-
sidency of that organisation,

Degary seems very anxiouws that this
organisation should stand for a commhity offort in
every way., I think 1%t was very well demonstrated last
winter that the Orchestra iz a good orchestra, dut also
that it, apparently, could not be well enough supported

vy the English alone to enable it to thrive. 1t owes

much, 1 know, $0 the generosity of the C.P.R. =~ and
that is, to yourself,

Apparently, among some of the Frensh,
the group where Mesdames David and Casgrain are pro-
minent, there is 2 certain amount of Jealousy that the
English elemont is so0 active, You and I know that our
friend David would 1like to be looked upom a 8 s gresat
patron of thoe arts and that he would prefer to think it
altogether a FPrench undertaking, Decary thinks, and I
agrece with him, that this year the president should be
one who i3 receognised as an outstending Englishespesking
Canadian. You are his choice, and he believes that
you would be weleoome to the French element.
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THE CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY CO.
OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT

MONTREAL

o

]

ndune. 18th, 1931

General Sir Arthur Currie, GeColleGe,

To note.
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CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY

OFFICE OF THE CHAIRMAN AND PRESIDENT

MONTREAL
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R ORCHESTRA GOING

OVER RADIO SO0N

——ee

(First Broadcast Scheduled to|

|
B |

Take Place on Saturday,
February 21

e i

WINNIPEG TO HALIFAX

IConductor Douglas Clarke
1 Will Give Modern ‘English
| Music Full Share of

I Attention

The two Toronto Symphony Or-
chestras which are now on the air
will, in the near future, be subject
to comparison with the new Mont-
f real Symphony Orchestra, under the
baton of Douglas Clarke, dean of the
faculty of music at McGill University
which will broadcast ‘an hour of

music on Saturday afternoons, from |
5.830 to 6.30, eastern standard time, |
commencing February 21, over a net- |

work of stations stretching from
Winnipeg to Halifax, N. S.

This has been made possible by
the Canadian Pacific Railway which
has decided to add to its already
extensive weekly programmes a fire-

| side symphony hour covering east-

| ern Canada and also a series of or-
chestral concerts, by the band of the

| Princess Patricia Light Infantry,
over a network covering western
Canada. These additions to the Can-
adian Pacific programmes will be
welcomed not only by the listening
public but also by the practicing mu-
sicians who are facing a consider-
able decrease in employment owing
to the present conditions.

The. Canadian Pacific Railway
Fireside Symphony Hour will be
| broadcast from Tudor Hall over the
following stations, linked together
by the broadcast transmission Sys-
tem of the Canadian Pacific Railway
Company’s Telegraphs: CKAC, Mont-
real; CKCO, Ottawa; CHNS, Halifax;
CFBO, Saint John; CFNB, Frederic-
ton; CHRC, Quebec; CKGW, Toron-
to;
thg

T

i
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 Musicians With
'His Deft Baton

Douglas Clarke Pleads For
Support For Better

I)IC'I'L'FLE of a musician: Wispy

tobacco smoke drifting to the
ornate ceiling of the Mount Royal
Hotel ballroom: squealing of prep-
aratory violins against the low-
toned complaint of the basses and
the horns; assy rotundity of the
tuba cutting a patch of gloom out
of the far corner-—and Mr. Douglas
Clarke.

Meet Mr. Douglas Clarke, electro-
magnetic conductor of the Montreal
Symphony Orchestra. He is con-
ducting a rehearsal of Sunday’s
programme at the moment but that
does not matter. He can do a lot
of things at once. Conductors have
to be like that.

"

E taps his music stand and the

violins and the horns and the
‘cellos give a last despairing fling
of melancholy resignation and taper
off into the silence he commands.
The fiddles begin, quietly, wistfully,
clear and sweet ag the morning lark,
are joined in a moment or two by
the full-throated resonance of the
brasses, there is an occasional, fur-
tive cymbal, a boom from the drum,
and suddenly, dynamically, the
whole orchestra Sweeps into being
under that magic baton.

The baton strokes the rhythm,
cajoles it: represses a too-jubilant
bass fiddle, if there can be such a
thing as a too-jubilant basg fiddle;
pulls out of retirement a refined
flute, And behind the baton is Mr.
Douglas Clarke, like a potter at his
wheel, taking a great deal of indi-
vidual music and shaping it into a
symphony.

¥ 8 %

E is warm and disordered. His

* jacket lies at his feet and his
vest is unbuttoned. A wisp of black
hair strays across his face but he
does not appear to notice, He is
more concerned with ensemble.

“La-de-da-de-da” he sings above
the noise of the instruments. “That's
it now — rather more suave. Good.
Watch that third beat. Like this

- + La-de-da-da-da. Now again."

* % %

2oy HAT we want,” he says, ‘‘is

listeners. An orchestra cannot
play to empty benches as a radio
can Attendances at our Sunday
concerts are not so good as they
might be, and the people of Mont-
real would help us by just listening
to us.

“I really do think that it is hetter
to listen to even a second-rate or-
chestra in the flesh than the great-
est players in the world by radio.
With radio, you do not get ‘actual’
reproduction. Some of the instrl:—‘
ments get crowded out, and, of
course, that makes a tremendous dif-
ference.”’

He tapped his stand again, and
slowly, the whole group swung off
into a glorious burst of melody.

It will ‘be a tragedy i:™Montreal
should lose this. )







ATRAMERY & SON COMPATY

MONTREAL TORONTO WINNIPEG VANCOUVER

CABLE ADDRESS RAMSON

MAKERS OF g HEAD OFFICE
PAINTS 8 VARNISHES INSPECTOR. STREET

SINCE 1842 = MONTREAL

MONTREAL Decemoer 29th, 1930.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.,M.G.,K.C.B.
MeGill University,

Sherbrooke St. West,

MONTREAL.

Dear Sir Arthur,

Your good letter of December 3rd
re the Symphony Concerts, hes been received by the

writer, and 1 am pleased to say that 1 consider it
an honour to be requested to go upon your gspecial
committee, and thereby do acecept with pleasure.

Kind regards,

Yours sincerely,




DUFF & MERRILL

BARRISTERS & SOLICITORS

WALTER A.MERRILL,K.C. GUARDIAN BUILDING
ARCHIBALD STALKER

240 ST. JAMES STREET W
JEAN LETOURNEAU

MONTREAL 4th. December 1930.

CABLE ADDRESS "HUNTLIDUFF”
WESTERN UNION CABLE CODE

71, GIC-\LZQGO’ 1":~C-Eo’
- McGILL UNIVERSITY,
B-TREAL.

DEAR SIR

I thank you for your letter of
the 3rd. inst., inviting me to serve on the

Conmittee of the Montreal Orchestra Association.

It is with pleasure that I

accept, as I am very much interested in the

Orchestra and shall be only too glad to do

what I can to help this most important move-
4

ment.

Yours faithfully,




MONTREAL

Fourth
December,
193 0.

Generel Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
McGill University,
Montreal.

Re: MONTREAL ORCHESTRA ASSOCIATION

My dear Sir Arthur,

Referring to your letter of the 3rd instant,

I am flattered that you should have thought of

me for the Finence Committee of the Montreal
Orchestra Association, but after careful thought
I have come to the conclusion that I cannot under-
take additional responsibilities of this nature.
The demands on my time are heavy, not only at the
office but outside of it through the Montresl
Board of Trade, the Montreal Council of Social
Agencies, particularly in regard to unemployment
relief, and many other matters.

I will, of course, be a supporter of the Orchestra,
although, unfortunately, I must decline to be a
member of its Finance Committee.

Yours faithfully,




OSWALD & DRINKWATER

STOCK AND BOND BROKERS
MEMBERS
MONTREAL STOCK EXCHANGE —MONTREAL CURB MARKET

P e BEDOn oI PRIVATE WIRES TO NEW YORK AND TORONTO
CABLE ADDRESS ‘OSDRINK"' L 1472 PEEL STREET
LIEBERS INSURANCE EXCHANGE BUILDING TELEPHONE MARQUETTE [148 %

CODES: o
B.C.STEDITION 275 NOTRE DAME ST.WEST

MONTREAL —QUE.

UPTOWN BRANCH

December
Fifth,
1930,

Sir Arthur We Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill University,

1\101‘1‘51’8&1, PeQe

SYMPHONY CONCERTS.

Dear Sir Arthur:-

In reply to your letter of the 3rd inst.,
I shall be very glad indeed to act on the committee of the
Montreal Orchestre Association, as I think this is something
which deserves gemeral support. I think Mr, Clarke deserves
a great deal of credit for the start he has made, and from
now on it seems to me that everybody in this City who is at
all interested in music should get together to make the
orchestra a complete success.

I shall certainly do what I ecan.

With kind regards, and wishing you and
Iady Currie a very happy trip,

I am,

Yours sing ielyf<

CGDe =M,




NESBITT,THOMSON & COMPANY

LIMITED

355 ST.JAMES STREET WEST

MONTREAL

CcABLE ADDRESS NESTOM

MONTREAL

BRANCHES

TORONTO
HAMILTON
LONDON,ONT.
WINNIPEG
SASKATOON
VANCOUVER
OTTAWA
QUEBEC




HENRY° MORGAN- &-CO-LIMITED
COLONIAL- HOUSE
MONTREAL

December 8,

Sir Arthur ¥. Currie,

The Principal and Vice—Chancellor,
McGill University,

Montreal.

I em instructed by Mr. Farold Me Morgan
to acknowledge receipt of your letter

of the 3rd. December regarding the Mont-
real Orchestre Adssociation and to inform
you that he has already answered by tele~-
phone to Mre. Riley,

o /A
Yourg very /truly,
/ 1/ M end A
f‘/ /4 :"/
-k ¥ ‘
~CORRESPONDENCE MaN4GER-

H.W.CARR/AK.,




JOHN IRWIN
ROYAL BANK BUILDING

MONTREAL

December 8th, 1930

sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill University,

MONTREAL.

Dear Sir Arthur:

of December 3rd, in which you asked me to con-
sent to your invitation to become a member

of the Main Committee of the Montreal Orchestra
Associatione.

I duly received your letter

In view of the fact that my
duties as President of McColl-Frontenac 0il
Company entails a great deal of travelling and
also that my other affiliations when at home
take up so much of my time, I regret exceedingly
that I must decline.

Yours very trnly,




Gl Sdilyeds~macee~

/ =2 7//J/}/'// /////}//f’//:«r/ﬂ

/0/// ////// ///7/'//
A ) VZ
. //'1//'// e, . ///)///’/'/.V//(’/’./ ///(x

JOHN W.COOK, K.C.
ALLAN A.MAGEE,K.C.

T.B.HENEY, K.C. 4 7
W.C.NICHOLSON e //(/////;/'///

HUGH E.ODRDMNELL

/, 7
. //’////,///(//' //A}'/// « ////(/////4//7
/




TELEPHONE-MARQUETTE 7 S TO THE CO CABLE ADDRESS MOLWALT
L J
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Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15

The

Graduates’ Society of McBGill Anibvergity

Publishers of * The McGill News"'

January 15, 1932.

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.f.G., K.CdB.,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

MeGi1ll University,

Montreal,

MEMO RE NOBMAN EAGER, 4312 Montrose Ave., Montreal,

Our records show the following informations

NORMAN EAGER, B.Sc, '22 in Civil Englineering, joined the Graduates'
Society on graduation, and continued as a member
until April 1930, when he resigned, and has since
falled to respond to formal requests to belong
to the Societye.

GRADUATES' ENDOWMENT..FUND, no payments.
) o

MeGILL UNIVERSITY CENTENNIAL ENDOWMENT FUND,1921. (Mr. Eager was then
a student at the University). no payments.

EMPLOYMENT, He is employed in the department of Development, Shawinlgan
Engineering Company, 107 Craig St. W., Montreal. Phone La.6281,

INFORMATION FROM PROF. R. E. JAMIESON, Professor Jamieson was asked if
he remembered Mr. Eager while a student, and his
recollection of him was that he was a quiet and
sensible lad,

REPORT FROM ARTHUR PATTERSON, B.Sc. 'l14, Mr. Patterson, who 1s also
an employee of the Shawinigan Engineering Company, says
that he has not seen Mr. Bager very frequently of late,
and when asked if Mr, Eager had expressed any criticism
of the University, he said that he had not noticed in
his conversations with him, any indication of this
attitude.

INFORMATION FROM J. G. NOTMAN, B.Sc.'22 (classmafe). Mr. Notman says
that Mr., BEager 1s known as a good fellow, was formerly
sports writer for one of the liontreal newspapers, and
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Jenuary 15, 1931.

Rorman Bager, E8de.
4312 lontrose Avemue,
Vestmount, P+ Qs

Dear Mr. Eager,

Let me acknowledge your letter of January
13¢h, inspired by my appeal to McGill graduates on behalf
of the Montreal Symphony Orchestra, Please be assured,
NMr, Bager, that I do mot regard your letter as in any way
an importinence. I am at 2ll times pleased to discuss
matters pertaining to the welfare of the University, with
its graduates.

Let me try to deal with your charges.

You ssy that pianists who are graduates of
McGill have approached Dean Clarke with a regquest to play
in his Orchestra ¢t one time or another. The Dean tells
m¢ that al though he has been inundated with requests from
partios who wish to play or to sing with his Orchestra,
none of the asppldcants has let it be kmown to him that he
or she was a gradusate of McGill,

You say you are led to believe that "Dean
Clarke sanctioned the performance of a symphony by an
outside artist when he had previously refused to perform
the same work with a local artist.” I ¢ake 4t that this
mean: that some local artist asked to be permitted to play
the solo part in a certain performance ani that the Dean
rofused and that he later put on the same number using an
outside artist. The Dean says he has no recollection of
this being the case,
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Tou say you cannot see why MeGill gradustes should
support the Symphony Orchestra when the leader appears to be
biased in favour of ocutsiders. The Dean denies that he is in
any way blased in favour of outsiders and says that he would
be only teo happy %o use local artists < dut, of gourse, as
the leader of the Orchestra he must be tho Judge of the merits
of those who seek to perform. He refers me to the fact
that he has had as soloist Niss Ellen Ballon, who is a graduate
of this University; that next Sunday the solo violinist will
be Mr, Onderet, who is a2 member of the staff, and that the
only new orchestral work wl the Orchestra intends to per-
form was written by a MNeGill graduate, Mr, Frank Hans on,

This would not seem %o indicate a bias on his part in favour
of outsiders. I know that many have written musical com-
pos itions which they have asked him to perform and that he
has been forced to refuse, for various reasons, many of
these compositions. The last he rofused was one written by

T
&
a very close personal friend of his own.

You say that the instance gited in your letter (but
a8 %o what Ins‘ance you mean is not clear) concerns a person
with whom you are closely connested and that you know that
others have had simil-r experience. I am sure it would be
moat helpful if you would disoclose the identity of she ohe
congerned, besause, and I repoat it, the Dean is positive
that he knows of no request from a McGill graduate which

he has refused,

Had you been a member of the Craduates’ Socle ty
I would have asked that body to investigate your charges.

I am one of those who beliove that Deam Clarke
has rendered a wonderful service to MNontreal in his endeavour
to give this city a good symphony orchestra, and I believe
his efforts should recoive warm support and commendation.
¥ou say that you have had to revice your impression that
the staff of NcGill should make every effort to support
HeGill graduates, A matural corollary of that is that
McGill graduates should make svery effort to support the
staff of the University.

I do not mind telling you that I am of ten greatly
embarrassed by graduates insisting on receiving appointments
to the staff of the University: just now it is suggested
that I add one who graduated a few yoars ago to a staff
that is already complete. The financial resources of the
University do not permit me to increase that staff, and I
s8e no reason why I should dismiss a teacher who has been
rendering good service for years to make way for anyone,
whetheyr a graduate or not. I think anyone would agree
that the staff of MoGill contains as many graduates as
could reasonably be employed. Inbreeding inm 2 university
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