
April 19th. 1926. 

Edward Beok, Es~., 
Secretary~ Canadian Pulp & Paper Assooiation. 
511 St. Catherlne St. 7est. 
!ontreal. 

Dear 'r. Beck:-

I beg to ackno.ledee reoeipt 
of your lotter of April 17th ith referenoe to 
the matter of the new building for the Pulp and 
Paper Division of the Forest Produots Laboratories, 
eto. 

I shall at all times be ready 
to discuss the matter further with your President's 
Committee. 1 would, though. ask him to avoid if 
possible the dates April 28th to ·Tay 2nd, inolusive. 

Yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 



OJattabianlllulp anD 1JaprrA.ssllciafion 
511 ST. CATHERINE STREET WEST 

MONTREAL 

pr. 17, 1926 

Sir Arthur Carrie, G.e. U.'}., ::. C. R. , 

Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

Mc(i.ill University 

Montreal 

Dear Sir Arthur Jurrie, 

TEL UPTOWN 1346 

CABLE ADORESS"PAPERPULP" 

You will be interestei in learnin~ that 
the Executive Council of the Canadian Puln & Paper Asso­
ciation at a meetinp: held in l:ontreal on Anril i5th 
gave consideration to a proposal coming from the Research 
Section looking to the provision of a new buildin~ for 
the occupancy of the Pulp & Paper Division of the Forest 
Products Laboratories, the Denartment of Industrial and 
Cellulose Chemistry of McGill~University, and of the 
executive offices for the ~anadian ~ulp & Paper Associa­
tion. 

A resolution was ~assed calling for the 
appointment of a special committee by the President of 
the Association and under his chairManship to exa~ine 
into the proposal in all of its bearings, to consult 
with the executives of the Comnanies comprising the 
membership of the Association,~and,if deemed advisable, 
to develop a scheme for financing the project and to 
report b~ck to the Zxecutive Council ~he results of 
their investigation. 

Kr . L.R.Wilson, our President, is wholly 
in sympathy with the proposal and will lose no time in 
getting his cornrni~tee to work and we hope and expect 
that tangible results will follow within a reasonable 
time. 

Yours very truly, 
C~~ADIAN PULP & PAPSR A~SOCI _TrOT 

EB/BC Secretary 



ay 4th, 1925. 

Dr. R. F. Ruttan, 
Director, Department of Chomistry. 
IcGill University. 

Dear Dr. Ruttan:-

With reference to your note 

of to-day, you may tell T"r. Hovey that the Fores~ 

Products Laboratories can have the additional 

accom~odation practically at once. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 
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eport of the Superintandent of the 

Forest Products Laboratories of Canada 

• Kynoch. 

This report cover the fiscal year 1922-1923 ended March 

31st, 1923. 

As in the case of th preceding year the period now under 

revie Wa again marked by a considerably augmented de nd for the 

services of the boratories n the art of the ind~ tries and the 

public. Requests for tec11nical information a.."ld. service exceeded in 

nQ~ber those dealt with in any previous year and outnumbered those 

of the last fiscal year by about one hundred. The Division of Pulp 

and Paper, \Vhich haa been handicapped by inadequate staff, was 

strengthened by the appointment of a well ualified Pulp and Paper 

Specialist and by the addition of three tech.ica1 ~n. The in­

vestigative and demonstration work carried out in the semi-commercial 

paper mill was ~re extensive than in any year sinc its instal­

lation, while the research and allied work of the Laboratories gen­

erally ~ a greater in variety and amount than in any year since 

their inception. 

A brief review of the activities of the various 

Divisions is given below. 
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DIVISION OF pJLP AND PAPER 

The major investi~ations carried out by this division duri 

the year ~~re as follows: 

Sulnhite Puln from Jack Pine. Object: To develop a process of sulphite 

cooking which \nll yield a pulp ef high quality free from resin. 

Jack pine does not yield readily to the ordinary sulphite 

cooking process and endeavours to secure a satisfactory roduct by this 

process have as yet given far from sati~factory results,lar ely on 

account of the high resin ccntent of the wood. In view of the large 

quantities of jack pine available the solution of the problem v~uld be 

a valuable contribution to the pulp and paper industry. 

The attempt was first made to eliminate resin by the use 

of cymene as an extracting medium. The results were unsatisfactory 

and the problem w s next approached by careful ~~ipulation of the 

cooking conditions. A material improvement was effected in the q~ality 

of the pulp. Further laboratory work,however,remains to be done. 

Freeness as a Control Test in Groundwood Production. Object: 

To determine the feasibility of applying the freeness test as a con­

trol in groundwood production • 

The adaptability of this test to control work was in­

vestigated very thoroughly with promising results. The temperature 

of grinding was isolated as .robably the most important factor in the 
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roduction of a uniform grade of pulp. The investirration included 

work ~der coomercial conditions at aper mill and arrangement 

have been made to do sim ar .erk at three other mill nth a vie 

to substanti ting results c tainea. If the .osults re confirmed 

contribut on of material value to the industry will have been ~e. 

petermination Qf the Burning Temnerature of Exposed Chi1's in 

S~l~hite Cookin. Object: To deter~ne the maxi~~ temperatur to 

which prQce nd balsam fir chips may ~e raised,before being covered 

with acid,without injury to the chips. 

The critical temperature wa determined and the work 

successfu 1y completed. 

P'lning Qualities of Fire-Kill d Wood. Object: To determine the 

effect of f re-killing ~~d 6'.erf"cia charring on the J lpir~ 

gualitles of spruce ar~ balsam fir. 

The work was concluded and indicated that the fire-killed 

material, of hich large ~uantities exist in cart in districts,can 

be successfully used for pulp manufacture by the ulphite process. 

Chemic~l Research on Cellulose. Object: To add to the knowledge 

of the constitution of the cellulose molecule and of the chemistry 

of the ce lulose complex of Canadian woods anerally, which is 

very incotr.plete. 
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Attention was given chiefly to the investigation of the 

chloral condensation products of cellulose en which a good deal of 

research work was done. The subject is a complex one and the in­

vestigation will be continued. 

Refining of Waste Paner Stock. Object: To develop the best method 

of recovering good paper stock from the condemned sper currency 

vnthdra,vn from circulation by the Department of Finance: to ascertain 

if this ~thod can be profitably practised on a commercial scale. 

Refining of the stock produced under normal cooking con­

ditions Was carried ut and, by the exercise of great care and the 

use of a special washing 9Cluipment, it ',..as found possible to recover 

an absolutely clean pulp. The work wi 1 be continued on a commercial 

sca e,applying the information obtained at the Laboratories to the 

large equipment in Ottawa. Paper-making trials and the construction 

of a washing unit of sufficient size will alse be involved. 

In ddition to the above several other investigations 

were undertaken: the sulphite pulping qualities of water-killed spruce 

were dete~lned: a ~ethod of utilizing groundwood screenings by re­

ducir~ them in a beater to a pulp of commercial uality vas developed 

and awaits mill-scale trial; the f~~dAmentals involved in the test­

ing of pulps for strength were furth8r investigated. Special 

attention \\as_ ~iven also to pa'Per fibre analysis and, in co-operation 
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a materia ad,..-ar:ce to ~ards the stardardization of methods w..s made. 

DIVISI'T OF TIMBER PHYSICS 

Th followin major inve tigations were conducted by 

this division: 

P ;;...:.r.;::.e-=na=r.;:;;a..:t..::;1;::.on:.:....:::;of::.-:;;;.;e~f:.;e;.:r:...:e~n::.:c:..;;e:...Col1ection ef Microsco le Slides~ Toods. 

bject: To build up a colle~tion of a~thentlc ~croscor-e slides of 

the important co ercial timbers of the world and ef photomicrographs 

illustrative of ar~to~ic 1 features. Such a collection Will be in-

valuable for re earch urposes as an intimate knowledge of the ndnute 

structure of ~ods i the key to innumerable problems enco .tered 

in their industria use. 

The work. was continued from. the preceding year and all 

Cari£l.dian t mbars of any c nrercial importance have noVl been ~eal t 

with, together with a nUlIiber of the more vJide y used foreign timbers. 

The 'ork will be continued. 

_P~l~y_a~n~d~~~~t~e~d~C~or-~ls~t~ru~cticn. Ob~ect: To extend the fie_d of 

application of the built-up type of construction,to add to tecr~ica 

•• knuwledge on the subject and to dra~l the attention of industry to 

the latent possibi ities in this connection which are ,as yet,inade-

~uately recoenized. 

Greater stren th,freedol'!l from ".arping,less waste in 
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manufacturing and (frequently) reduced weight are advantages often 

pre~ented oy built-up articles. The additi~ns to our knowledge of 

adhesives which have been made in recent years have n i ortant 

bearing on the stren~th and permanence attainable in built-up work. 

The work on adhesives vmich has been c rried on by the Division of 

Timber Tests (See "Glued Jointe I I below) was therefore tElk.en advantage 

of in this corM~ection. 

Attention was first given to eportir.g goods of w ioh large 

quantities are imported ir.to Canada. A laminated ski and a built-up 

tennis racquet were developed, ser'.rice tests of the former carried out 

and those on the latter begun. The results ~~re decidedly encouraging 

and co~ercial production on a small :cale is expected to be begun 

by C .adian firm sometime during the present year (1923). Further 

work on these articles, Includin strenr-th tests on th- skis,remains 

to be done following which other bull t-up products will be investi­

gated. 

Klln-Dry~. Object: To investigate the scientific prinCiples in­

volved in kiln-drying and to improve present kiln-drying practice. 

The hieh percentage of loss in present day kiln-dryin 

ractice is serious and can be lar~ely overcome by the dissemination 

of Sound technical information aLd by demonstrations of the best modern 

practice and appliances. 
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The preliminary work, which consisted of a thorou h tudy 

of the theory and 11 terature of the subject, 'lIaS completed. A f eld 

study of kiln-dryin practice at Car.adian wood-working fectories wa.s 

begun and will be contin'J.ed. This is to be followed by investigative 

and demonstration work a.t the Laboratories, which I{ill involve the 

ing and construction of kiln. 

ater-Storaqe of Groundwood Pulp'. Object: To determne whether the 

decay vmich frequently occurs in stored pulp, and is the cause of 

seriQue 100 et ry loss, can be revented by storage in \\ ter and,if so, 

,·,bother the pulp thus stored is otherwise ad ·crsely affected for paper 

manufacture. 

stored in 

Groundwood pulp secured from various pulp mills has been 

ter for periods varying froe t m to three years. Paper 

made from these pulps wa.s tested and compared \v-.i th aper made from 

siudlar pulps newly manufactured and the results demonstrated that 

ulp can be stered under water for considerable periodo without de­

terioration. The results of this inves·igation have already been 

brought to the attention of the indust • a~d have attr cted consider­

able attention. Semi-co~rcial and cornoercial trials 're to be under­

taken. 

Decay of Timber in Building&. Object: To secure exact ar.d detailed 

information s to the conditions wluch facilitate the action of 
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various wvod-destroying fungi en woods ~8ed for interior constr~ction in 

mills,factories,etc. ,and to work out procedure methods by means of which 

the decay can be prevented. 

The monetary losses which resu:t from such decay are very 

much greater than is usually supposed. Apart from decay,ho~~var,wood 

is an eminently su:table material for mill construction. The work has 

been in progress for some years ar~ expert technical knowledge ~n the 

prevention of decay has been secured as a result of decay studies in 

some hundreds of large buildines, a number of Which were exandned dur­

ing the year. The leading architect of the country were apprised of 

the service and advice w ich can be given to them in this connection 

and a special publication on the subject is being prepared. 

Other investi~ations conducted by the division included 

a study of the relation of rate of gro"Jth to strength of several 

Canadian woods (which resulted in a v luable additivn to our knowledge 

on this subject) and a study of the iGfluence of rate of growth and 

structural characteristics of hard maple on penetration with creosote 

oil. A study of the development of red stain in jack pine, in 

relation to the use of this wood for ties, was begun. A considerable 

number of wood identifications was made, in response to requests from 

firms and individuals and photomicrographic work was carried out 

under the direction of the division. 



•• 

•• 

DI IS1O .... OF TI TESTS 

The major projects prosecuted by thi Division during the 

year were as !ollo "9: 

{,echanical and PhYsical Prouertie of Woods Grown in Canada. Object: 

To deter~ne, by means of an exh.ustive series of ~cr~ical and 

physical tests, the strength functions of Canadian commercial timbers. 

The obtainin of reliable data involves the makir~ of a 

very large number of tests, s five thousand of ~:hich ,vere carried 

out during the year. Results are of great value in cor~ection nth the 

utilization of wood for every urpose in ~~ich strength s of importance 

and are of immediate applicat~on in industry. Data have now been ob. 

tained for practically all Car~dian timbers of any co~~rcial value but 

m~ch work remains to be done before figures can be considered complete. 

Glued Joint. Object: To investigate the effectiveness of glues of 

the various classes for joint work. 

Some twenty-six ccmoerCial adhesive of t e hide and 

casein classes were investigated during the year, tle wor includir~ 

both mechanical tests on joints and physical deter~ir~tions on the 

adhesives. Aging tests to secure 1~formation on the permanency of 

the adhesives were also ~~dertaY~n. The leadir~ woods employed in 

cabinet and furni ture manufacture were used. Upwards of five hundred 

mechanical tests were made and the work will be continued. 
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Retention of Nails by Various Woods. ~ject: To ascertain the 

relative ability of various woods to retain nail • 

Several widely used cOm:lercial woods were emp oyed ~n the 

investigation and some six hur.dred tests \rere made with the specially 

designed equipment installed last year. Nails were of various types 

such a cement coated, barbed, etc. 

Be suI ts are of value in connection \'11 th man.v uses of woods 

such as crates and containers for shipping .~ufact~red articles. The 

work will be continued until all Canadian cOl'llID3rcial woods have been 

covered. 

COmparative Strength Values of Canadian Woods for Tie Purnoses. Object: 

To establish "composite" figures for woods at .resent used,or of 

possible use, for railway ties. 

The composite figJre is arrived at by combining the 

fi~~es for the several strength functions with the spika-retaining 

value, taking into consideration the physical properties of the wood 

under test. Spike-retaining tests were made on cedar, spruce and jack 

pine ties. The effect upon retention ef driving into bored holes 

compared with solid wood waS carefully investigated, special attenticn 

being given to the effect of varying the diameter of the bored holes. 

The work vdll be continued until figures have been stablished for the 

several species to be covered. 
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Several other investigations were also cond.ucted. The 

trengt of te egraph top ~ins of Car~an birch, beech arA ~le s 

co • cred with that of top pins of 1n:ported woods. Resul t& demonstrated 

that the Canadi n hard ods po sessed amp e strsngth for the purpose. 

The strength ef paper cores of different designs ~a further im.esti .. 

gated, the shearing strength of pl~voo~s Was enquired into ani a v~riety 

of minor tests and studies made. 

In addition the preparation of maps ah v~ng the commerci 

distribution of our various timber species ~as undertaken. con-

siderable amount of work as done and the maps were nearing completion 

by the close of the year. No such maps have heretofore been available 

for Canadian woods arA when complete they ~~ll be of material assist­

a.nee in 0'Jr researches on the strength of timbers and. for other purposes. 

DIVISIC .. - OF WOOD PRESEEV mION 

The major investigations under \vay in this division during 

the year were as fellows: 

Creosote Treatment of_Hard I -:ole for Railv.ay Ties. Object: To "ork cut 

a satisfactory ~thod of creosote treatment of this wood for tie pur­

poses and to establish service tests in track. 

lapIe roved to be a most erratic woo~ as regards penetr -

bility t th creosote oil, some rraterial bair.g very readily ~enetrable 

an~ some extremely refractory. An endeavour was made to ascertain the 
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causes of this state of affairs by means of a study of the minute structue 

of the ';tood but gave negative results. Extensive work was done on treat­

ment and a reasonably satisfactory ~thod was finally worked cut. 

Service test in track was not begun as all the ties treated for such 

test had to be used for study of penetration. 

Creosote Treatment of Aspen for Railway Ties. Object: 

(a) To determir.e the rate of seasoning of aspen ties and to ascerta'n 

the length of seasoning period. necessary to bring them to I'treata El 

condi tlcnll. 

(b) To work out a satisfactory method of creosote treatment of this 

wood for tie ~ rposes. 

Lar~e quantities of aspen occur in certain districts of 

Canada and in parts of estern Can~da considerable s~ppl es exist 

contiguous to railway lines. Little, if any, use is ~de of thi 

timber. i, however, its natural perishability can be offset by means 

of a satisfactory creosote treatrrent, it should become of consider­

able val e as a tie material. 

:he investi~ation now reported must be regarded as a 

prelirrinary one only as the material, .hich had been brought from the 

Peace River District, proved to be tns~fficient to ermit of final 

conclusions being dra ",n. Tentative cone usicna were, however, reached. 

~le it will rotably not be feasib e to undertake further 
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experimental work during the current year 1 ... 23- 924) the tentative 

concl- sions remain to be ccnfirmed by further vork. It is belie-ed, 

"O"Jev r I tha t b;y- IDSCi.:1S of th inci sin process, the wood can be 

succe "fully and economicaU: treats. If so, the econo ic aQ.vantage 

to the rairie province and the trans-continent 1 rail.,ays should 

e considerable. 

Pr servative Treatment of ~anadian F~rd ~Od9 for Ton Pir£ and Pole 

Brackets. Object: To ~~rk out a satisfactory method of creosote 

treatment of certain Canaiian hardwoods for t~£ accessories named. 

Upwards of 6, 00,000 to pins and brackets are used 

ar~ually in Canada on polse for telegraph and telephone .ine and 

up to the present time a large proportion ha been ~ufactured from 

imported \lood. Hardwoods :rI'.lst be used as mechanical strength is an 

important consideration. The perishability ef hardwoods indicates 

preservative treat~ent as an economy. 

A considerable arnou.~t of work was done both at the 

Laboratories and at a plant manufacturing the accessories and a 

satisfactory pen-tank treatment wa worked. cut. ':'he specifications 

and T)rice 00&' the 'l')reservative were imnortant factors and received .. '" . 
due attention. 

Special attention \.as also given durine the year to 

the chemistry and specifications of creosote oils, tars and 
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creosote-tar ~xturesi further work on fire-retardent treatment of 

wood~ v~s done; a careful stn y and sug_eated revision of commercial 

s~ecifications for telegraph and telephone poles was made and a number 

of minor tests and studies conducted. 

EXHIBITS 

The collection andreparatlon of exhibits of forest 

products and articles manufact~red or derived therefrom v~s continued 

and a number of additions made to the ermanent e~libit at the 

Laboratories. Exhibits were prepared also for the use of ther 

Govermnent offices and for di~lay in pu lic places. The Department 

occupied space at the gth National Exposition of Cherrdcal Industries 

held in Hew York during September, and an exhibit, illustrative of 

some of the possibilities of Canada as a field for chemical indus­

tries re'luiring water power or products of the forest, was prepared 

at the Laboratories. This exhibit was sho\'m at the Sherbrooke Fair 

prior to bei hip ed to New York. 

~here was a briSk de~~d for hand-specimens of 

Canadian '.'loods. A new supply of sets was prepared and a consider­

able number dis~ributed in res onse to requests from educational 

institutions and others in Canada and abroad. 

The work of collecting and displaying miscellaneous 

fcrest rQducts such as gums, extracts) resins)etc. involved a good 



•• 

e. 

deal of study and en.uiry on the art of the EXhibit eCialist and 

enabled him to undertake the t sk of dealing nth en uiries en such 

products. The EXhibit pee list also 1evoted a considerable am~~t 

of time to work in connection with the pre aration of !I'Atter for t:.' _ - . 
lic tion. 

LIBRAR" 

The referer-ce library, "nich _eale with the tecr~o ogy 

of ~oods, the .roduc s therefrom and related matt rs, '!.'a materially 

extended and ·mprove~. Literature bearing en =any phases of th 

subjects mentioned r~s be_n collected and analy.sed for the past nine 

years and the reference library thus built 'P 1s an invaluable aid 

to the technical taff:!.n their investigative :ork. 

I'ITO "lATI • Fi.iR:rrSHED 

The supplying of technical information in ans\~r to 

inquiries relating to ~oods and rod·cts nufactured or derived from 

woods, is an increasingly important function of ths Laboratories. The 

work involves a careful ;;otudy of the available data on the subject 

in question and, in some cases, tests or investigations, the final step 

being the compilation of a report which is forwarded to the en uirer. 

lell over five hun "red such en'luiries received attention during the 

year, a greater n~~ber than in an r.vious year. The continually 

grow·ne jemand for the services ef tie Laborat rie Which is indicated 
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~y the annually increaSing number of te~hnical enquiries is worthy 

of note. 
GEKEP..AL 

A number of teclmical articles and newo-i tems ::as prepared 

during the year by members of the staff and published in Canadian and. 

other periodicals or news-papers. The very complete bulletin on the 

disti lation of hardwoods, which WQS prepared last year ,appeared in 

print and has proved to be much in demand. A circular dealing v~th the 

creosote treatment of fence posts was prepared ar.d is expected to be 

ready for distribution early in 1923-4. A nu=ber f lectures and 

addresses were also given before scientific and techn~cal societies. 

The investigative and research ~';ork of the Laboratcries 

involves a good deal of special hotography and photomicroeraphic 

work for record and other urposes and a high standard in this work 

was maintained. In this connection the series of hotomicrographs 

of fibres and wood structure repared for insertion in volwne three 

of lI~e Manufacture of Pulp and Paljer" a standard text book issued 

by the Pulp and Paper Industry of the United States and Canaa., 

met vd th very favourable COImWnt 'vhen the volume appeared • 
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. he Assist nt Superint ndent, 
Forests Produots boratorles, 
Unlyersity Street • 
. ontreal. 

Dear "ir:-

June 30th, 1926. 

I aD attaohlne herewith letter 
from a ·r •• ~. Curtls ot Scotstown, ue. addres~ed 
to the Prinoipal ot ~oGl11 University. 

The Principal ould be pleased 1~ 
you ou1d cive or. Curtis the inform tion he desires. 

Your f Ithfllly, 

Prlnolp l's ~eoret rye 



" 

n. J. Curt! • Eaoe, 
Scotsto~n, 0ue. 

De r ~ro eu ti :~ 

June :30th, 1926. 

I eg to 
28th. 

In the bsenco Of the ~r!ncipel 
ckno.l ee receipt of your lettor of Ju e 

I have referro it to the Forest 
Produots L bor tories here and th Superintendent 
there ssures me he '111 do hat he c n to help 
you out. 

Yours f Ithfu11y, 

Princlp l's Secretary. 



Dr •• aurloe jrot. 
Bolte ~oata1, 72. 
Gre~oble, Prance. 

Dear 51r:-

may 30th, 1924. 

I beg to aOkDowle4se your 
letter ot the 13th ot a&7 &ak1ag to~ aa appo1Dt­
ment 1n th8 7orest. Product. Laborator7. 

~h1. 1. a Goyera.eat 1Dst1tutloD 
aDd your applloatlon ahould be addr ••••• to the 
Olyll SerY10. Comm1sslon. Hay I s.888at that 70 • 
•• Dd ltdlreot to tb ••• 

Yours talthtl11y. 

Wl1tr14 JoT_Y_ 



SCHOOL OIr COMMERCE, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

.lay 26th,1924. 

Sir A. \7 .Currie t 

Principal, "cc;.ill University. 

Dear r.:r .Principal, 

Dr .I.::aurice Brot. of the University 

of Grenoble, has sent me the enclosed application for 

a :post in the ::cG-ill Forest Products Laborator ies f with 

the request that it oe forwarded to you. 

I knew Brot very well when he was 

Professor of Physics and Chenistry in the ~cole des 

~ autes Etudes Co~~erciales, :ontreal, nd I found him 

personally a very agreeable person, though perhaps 

somewhat eccentric. His abilities and his ualifications 

are of the first order. He did not, however, get on 

well at the 'University of !.!ontreal. both on account of 

his advanced vie IS and on account of the ill-feeling that 

always existed between him and the late !1onsieur Prefontaine, 

then President or Ch~irman of the Ecole des Hautes Etudes 

Co:nmerciales. 

RllS/B 

&~~.~......, 
Director- Secretar~. 

Encl. 



UNIVERSITE 
~ 

11 

GHENOBLE 
• DE ECOLE FHANQAISE DE PAPETERIE 

Reconnue par l'Etat (!Jec/'''t dl/ .\' n!>l'cmh,.,. ID:!:.!) 

INSTITUT rOLYTECHNIOUE 



ERSJT£ DE GRENOBLE 
IffSTITDT POLYTICBlflOUB 

ECOLE FRANCAISE DE PAPETERIEo 
-.... Reconnue par l'Etat (De('r~t du 8 Decembre 1922) 

JItlreSler la correspondance • 
a . N. le Directeur de l'Ecole 

Grenobk, I.it. /9 "At; 
t.d 'l Liu" Y<A./1"-7 -

--f,(o~ .2 . Q ] 
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Dr. John S. Bates, 
Bathurst Company ~imltod. 
Bathurst, • B. 

Dear Dr. Bates:-

February 4th, 1924. 

January SOt • 
thank yo for yo r letter ot 

As you know, Sir . illia~ is no 
in Enel~nd and cannot ·e approache again until his 
return. I promise you to find occasion to take he 
matter up with • 

About a eek or ton days ago the 
Ch irman 0_ the Research Com~ittee of the Pulp and 
Paper Assool tion cams to ee me and told me that the 
Association had made av 11able a sum of about 40,000. 
for the purpose of ai 1nt the 0 e n ent research in 
the pulp and paper £1eld. He said that hi ssoclation 
wore most anxious that this further re earch be . 
oarried out at the pulp and paper division of the 
Forest Products Laboratories. Re see ed greatly 
interested in the plans e have in vie for making the 
hole of our Chemistry BuildInG av~ilable for 

Chemistry and our usin > the Eddy bequest to add another 
expert Chemist to the staff o- one ho has given special 
study to the problems of the paper industry. I hope 

e may establish a clos liaison 1th that industry. 
As you kno • the lac~ of funds handicaps seriously 
the Univor ity's efforts •• 

Yours faithfully, 



MANUFACTURERS OF 
RAILWAY TIES OR SLEEPERS 

"BEAVER BRAND" CEDAR SHINGLES 
SPRUCE & PINE LUMBER ROUGH OR DRESSED 

UNBLEACHED SULPH ITE PULP AN D KRAFT PULP 
GROUND WOOD PULP 
NEWS PRINT PAPER 

HEAD OFFICE 
MILLS YARDS AND WAREHOUSES 

BATHURST. NEW BRUNSWICK.CANADA 
CABLE ADDRESS"WONGAN " BATHURST, N.B. 

CODES ABC 4-H oS... 5 TH EDITION-WESTERN UNION 

BATHURST 
J ~J ZV, 1~G4. 

Sir ~rthur ~. Currie, G.C.M.~., Z.C.B., 
prinCipal, HcGill 'Cniversity, 
Montreal, Canada. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

R~ferring to our correspondence of December, I 
have received a brief re~ly fro~ Sir ~illia~ frice 
through his ~rivate secretary. Sir ~illia~ had ho ed 
to reply personally but ressure of work had ,revented 
going into the :!1atter carefully before leaving for ng­
land. 

~ow that the subject has been opened ~erhaps you 
will find some way of attracting 3ir 'Nilliam's further 
attention. Undoubtedly h~ is in sympathy with forest pro­
ducts research but is teo busy just now to study the sound­
ness of the present proposal. 

From the ne~spaper reports I under3tand that the 
Canadian Pulp and Paper Association has granted financial 
aid to the ~orest ?roducts ~aboratories in line with our 
Research Co~nittee's recommendation. ~his should be an 
added reason for ~lanning a new building and at the proFer 
time the ~roposal might be brought to the attention of var­
ious [:len who might influence the result. After being con­
nected with this research movement for ten years I really 
believe we have hit uron the right basis for ,fermanent co­
operation. 

Yours very sincerely, 

JSBj J. 



Dr. John S. Bates. 
Bathurst Company L1m1ted, 
Bathurst, N. B. 

I Dear Dr. Bates:-

December 17th, 1923. 

I am very much Obliged for 
your letter of the 14th of December and ish to 
thank you for taking up the question of a Re­
search Building 1th Sir illiam Price. I trust 
that your efforts to arouse his inter at ill be 
successful and that before long. e shall have the 
faollities at which you are aiming. 

I shall, of OOurse, hold myself 
in readiness to see Sir William Price henever it 
may be convenient to him. 

Yours faithfully. 

Principal • 

• 
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MANUFACTURERS OF 
RAILWAY TIES OR SLEEPERS 

"BEAVER BRAND" CEDAR SHINGLES 
SPRUCE & PINE LUMBER ROUGH OR DRESSED 

UNBLEACHED SULPHITE PULPAND KRAFT PULP 
GROUND WOOD PULP 
NEWS PRINT PAPER 

HEAD OFFICE 
MILLS YARDS AND WAREHOUSES 

BATHURST, NEW BRUNSWICK,CANADA 
CABLE ADDRESS "WONGAN" BATHURST, NB 

CODES ABC 4 TH &. 5 TH EDITION-WESTERN UNION 

BATHURST 

Dece~ber 14th, 1£23. 

Sir Arthur r. Cur~ie, G.C.~.G., K.C.B., 
?rincipal, 
~cGill University, 
~ontreal, Canada. 

De!::tr 3ir Arthur: 

Your kind letter of Jove ber 2Sth reached 
~e some days ago and I appreciate the clear way 
in which you have outlined the situation in con­
nection with the pro~osed forest products build­
ing. After further consideration I have written 
Sir ~illiam Price rather fully ~ointing out that 
a university research buildinf would serve to 
unite the govern!-:lent, ... :cGi11 and the wood-using 
industries on a broad, J!ermanent basis and that 
no name in Canada would be more appropriately 
linked with a forest products building than the 
name of the Price family. In asking for his con­
sideration and advice on the subject I have su~­
gested that you would naturally be able to give 
him a clearer view of the situation. 

~~ belief in the value of research is so 
firm and '::ly desire to see it an established fact 
is so great that I sincerely hope with you that 
Sir William will lead the way. I shall of course 
notify you of any reply from him and trust that 
you will find a suitable occasion to confer with 
him. 

Yours very sincerely, 

J S3/ J • 



.. 

/ 

November 29th, 1923. 

Dr. John S. Bates, 
Bathurst Company, Limited, 
Bathurst, ... B. 

Dear Dr. Bates:-

Dr. R. F. Ruttan has written to me 
with refereno to his conversation with you last 
Saturday regarding the possibility of getting a 
building pros nted to the University for tbe Joint 
use of the Forest Products L boratoriea and the 
Department of Chemistry. Dr. Ruttan bas alao given 
me a copy of your' letter of r.ovember 1st laat 
addressed to him. 

I do not think that any good purpose 
would be served by approaohing the Government b.~or. 
we oould give them an assurance , that a suitable 
building would be provided. Aa the matter stands with 
them they have promised us that the For.at Products 
Laboratories ill not be removed from UGntreal it 
suitable accommodation is provided here. !be Klnleter 
has written to me that he \ould prefer that the work 
of the Laboratories be continued here. I feel that 
you can safely give Sir lilliam Price the assuranoe 
that as far as the Government le cODcerned they would 
continue to spend on the work the amount they now, 
provide. . 

On our part we would eet aside the 
Eddy bequest £or the,purpose of establishing a 
research professorship-in Chemlatrl and would s.cure 
a man specially qualified to deal with the probl •• s 
of wood ohemistry. On the part ot both the Government 
and the University the as urance oould be siven that 
facilities would at all times be avaIlable tor 
research work by any of the st&t~ of the palp aa4 
paper industry. I am quite sure no obJeot1 .. woul4 be 
raised to members of such etatl u81 C the 

l.&1ton 

• 



Dr. John S. Batee - 2 -

to conduot a special line of 1nveetigation. 

It would be the hope to eetablish 
her.e an 1nstitut10n where the Government. the 
University and the Pulp and ~aper Industr~ could 
wo~k together in order to solve the problems and 
dlt~ioulties of the wood Industr~. I~ Sir Willlam 
w~uld say that, provided thle oo-operation was 
as.ured, ~e would provide the building, I know 
the Unlver8it~ would provide the land an4 I 
believe the Government woul.4 give at least the ealDe 
me.eure ot aupport to the L~bQr.torie8 as the~ are 
now extending. I do most eineerely hope that the 
reaction of Sir Ul11iam to the sugseetlon you 
intend to make to him wl11 be tavourable. It I 
oan be of an~ eervice to you' I shall most gla4l~ 
help in any way you think possible. 

Assuring you of the cordial 
Go-operation and 8upport of the University and 
wlahlng you every succe.s, I am. 

Ever youre faithfully. 



• 

• 

• 

Dr. R. F. Ruttan. 
Chemistry Building.' 
~cGill UnIversity. 

My dear Ruttan:-

ovember 29th. 1923. 

. I am enaloslne herewltq aopy ot a 
letter to-day addressed to Dr. John S. Bates. 

Yours taithfully • 



~ . 
COpy ' ~ 

BATHURST COM.PA~~Y LLlITED 

Dr. R. F. Rut ten , 
Dept. of Chemistry, 
McJill vniversity, 
~ontreal. ~uebec. 

~ear ~. Ruttan:-

Bathurst. November 1. 1923. 

As you know, I made the suggestion to r. E. P. 
Carneron that it m~y De possible to find one or more lead-
ers in the pulp and paper industry who would be interest-
ed in presenting to .",cGil1 a sui table bu';'lding to provide 
a permanent basis of co-operation in research on forest 
products. The asslliuption is that there WOuld be accom­
modation for the ~orest Products Laboratories, which would 
be operated by the Government on their appropriation of 
over 100,000. per year, and that there would also be ac­
commodation and. co-operation whereby the pulp and paper in­
dustry could carry out spec~al research at their own expense. 
?urthermore, it is assumed that cGill ould be interested 
in providing the Eddy bequest or so~e other fund for work 
in some way relateu to forest products and would round out 
the co-operation by training students and handling cellu­
lose research, etc. 

I am merely v~itin6 to know what ~ou think of the 
possibili ty and whether L.cGill would welcome a proposition 
of this Kind. I have thought of placin~ the matter before 
Sir jilliam Price in a personal way by reaSon of my great 
interest in the attainment of organized research for the 
pulp and paper innustry. :aturally it would be unwise to 
take any step of this ~ind if there might be a re-action 
on the part of the University or the 3-overnment Jater. 
Of course it is only a chance that the donation would mater­
ialize but there is nothing lika trying. 

j'i th best wishes, 

Yours very truly, 

JSB/ J. (Sgd.) John S. 3ates. 



" 
M cGILL UNIVERSITY 

# DEPART~lENT OF CHEMISTRY 
H . 1<". RVTTAN. O.lRK C'1'O k 

• 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 

MONTREAL. 20th ...rovember, 1923. 

.,.cGill Zni versi ty. 

Dear Sir Arthur : -

On ::laturday last I had a talk 
with Dr. ;ohn S. Bates regarding the possibility 
of getting a building presented to the anivers­
ity for the joint use of the J!lorest Products ~ab-
oratory and the Depart~ent of Chemistry. The 
suggestion is that someone, probably Sir ,iilliam 
Price of ~uebec, should put up a building, bear­
ing his name , which would house the research work 
in connection with the investigation of cellulose 
conducted by a professor in the Department of 
Chemistry ana the staff of the ~orest products 
Laboratory which would be increased and improved 
by recommendations and assistance from the pulp 
and Paper As~ociat:on. If Dr. Bates is assured 
of co- operation on the part of Mc~ill and the ~e­
partment of Inland Revenue, he is willing to sound 
Sir !illiam Pri ce . 

I am enclosing you copy of the let­
ter which I received from ~r. Bates some time ago 
and to which T referred in conversation wi~h you. 
Personally, I tp~nk that, so far as the Department 
of 8hemistry is concerned, such an arrangement 
would work admirably but I am afraid of the Govern­
ment at Ottawa . 

I am, 

J",nclo. 
Letter. 

RFR/ JLI .Di:ru\,;l.Iur Chemistry. 



Edward Beck, Esq., 
Drummond Bu11d1ng, 
ontreal. 

Dear r. BeCk:-

arch 
Twentieth 

1923. 

Thank you Vory muoh for'7our letter 
o~ yesterda7 telling mo Of the aotion ot the Exeoutive 
Counoil of the Can dian Pulp and Paper Assooiation 
re the Forest Produots Laboratories. 

ill you please oonve:r to the Couno 11 
the thanks of KoG!ll for their interest in this matter. 

Yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 

• 
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<ITattiWtanl1ulp an~ 1laprrl\s5l!ciatillu 
DRUMMOND BUILDING 

MONTREAL 

1e~eral ~i~ ~rtLur ~lrrie, 
,·e~.i.':"l Uni,;C'Eitj" , 

::0 t r ~l . 

'}ULtwl' f:.ir, 

Yau"!:' lett~r of Ja- . Iltt trc:o~.i.~~ copies 
of corr~Ero~dence nith Honorul1~ ~Lal . St~ art , 
lliniltcr of t~c T~trrior ~t ott~ a, re: tivc to tlc 
l")roposal t::> l'Or:lavc tnc :' )rt,;st Proutlct .... ~D.torut Jries 
::r()[1 : ontreal to ottm· ..... 'as laic::. teiore 'JUT ~~::ccutiv(' 
r;ouncil, at a [jcetin~ hel" i~ 'ontr(al 0"1 :-arcr. l.-tt . 

rc~o:ution ~~l pal~t,;~ dopr~catin; 
the prol)'Jf.::cfi rcmo -8.1 a'1d Eur;gestin--; to the l:iTIister 
tt~t ro final depo0ition Lr.aul~ le wade of tLc L_bor­
atories until the JCction of the Qta~ liehDe~t 0: . 
M£tioral ]esearch .:!:rstitute c'~ch as is no'- pronoct:d 
':'c diL")osed of . 

~he tec.etul'J TIaL inFtructcd to a viEe 
ttc _ri"1c i u:' Jf :'r:'"',i:'l -rivcrsit:," 3,""C tr.( P':''1hter 
of t le I~t rior af tL( 'ction t t::~Y'\. 

Yaurc .- "!:'Y '- Yl 1 " , 
r; ~~'PT ~T\I .. ""T )T ~~ P; 'f')P. ~:~ . ~t .... ~':T".'.2~0 T 

~ __ --_--1 

.... cdrctary 



By dear Sir Arthur, 

at tcnl&, Ot tari 0 
13th February, 1923. 

I have your letter of the 23rd 
ultimo. The uebec Government lave requested us 
to turn over our ontreal Laboratories to them. 
They have been advised of our intention to remove 
the'Laboratories to Otta a, and to oper&te them in 
future rrom the seat of Government. 

le advised the ~uebec Govern­
ment that we would consent to their purcbasinES our 
plant and equipment now at ntreal excepting our 
uaper machine. As to what dispos&l they -till make of any equipmen t they might obtain from' us should 
they aeslre to pu~ch&se It we have, of course, no 
kno\"ledge. 

Yours faithfully, 

4~ 
General Jir Arthur C rrie, G.e . j. G., K. O.B. , 1L . J., 

Priuciuul, 
UcGill University, 

r.Iollb'eal, -tuebec. 



D RAF T. 

l~~ONTREAL, September 6th, 1922. 

Honourable Charles Stewart, 
Minister of the Interior, 

ott a w a, Ontario. 

Dear Mr. Stewart: 

In the abs~nce of Sir _rt_u~ Curr1e, I have 

been forwarded your letter to him of the 29th ultimo relative 

to the removal of the Forest produ~ts L&boT'&.tor'lv~ fl crn l~O .treal 

to Otta\va. 

It appeared to us Rhen thu question a~ f:rs' 

n:n~tioned that tr ere would be some difficulty in putting the 

present building in a good state of repair so as to enabl_ +~ • 

• (·e'.,: ~c, ,t.. (£rried on there and it was because of this fact that 

Sir Arthur wrote you. The Governors have since consider'ed the 

matter further and are of the view that we can provide the necessary 

facilities and accommodation. 

As I informed ~ou some time ago, I have alwa s felt 

that it would be a distinct step bacl~ards to remove the Laboratories 

from the University where the "7ork car- be prosec'lted with advantage 

both to the Government and to the College. 

If , therefore , you are willing to permit the 

present arrane;ement to continue , we \Vi 1 take the necessary ster s 

to make the accommodation adequate. 

Yours very truly , 

C h a nee 1 1 0 r . 



DRUMMOND BUILDING 

MONTREAL 

Jan. 12,1923. 

Gen. Sir Artbur .urrie, C.C.H.G., K.C.B., LL.D., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 

Mc'}ill University, 
Hontreal. 

Dear Sir, 

This is to acknowledge receipt of your 
letter of Jan.llth in which JOu advise that the 
Department of the Interior has served notice on 
HcGill that the.l mu ... t provide neVi quarters for 
the Forest Products Laboratories or suffer the 
removal of tbe laboratories to Ottawa. 

Ve quite a ree with your view that in 
asking lfu1ill to go to an outlay of ~lOO,OOO 
or ~ore in order to accor~odate the Laboratories 
the government is asking more than McGill should 
be called upon to do. 

There seems, however, to be no way out 
of the alternative and it looks a~ though the de­
puty minister WJuld aCbieve his long cherished 
desire of taking the Laboratori es to ottawa. 

~'!e will place your communic1:l.tion before 
Our '~:ecutive Jommittee at their next meeting and 
sbould they desire to take any action in regard 
to it we will advise you. 

Yours very truly, 
CAT'ADIA~ PULP &-RAPER ASSOCIATIOr 

-
secretary 



Details of Snace 

1. Pul;? ',md Ppper Division 
Paper mill 
Beater room 
Wood room 
Dil::>ester house 
Che:r.1ic"l la')orator',f 
Off i ce sr.> ace 

2. Timber ':l'ests Division 
Te sting laoorato!:'.f 

Total 

Of:ice and c')!7Iputing and specinen 
stora3e 

Total 

3. "lood Pre serv-:..tion Divi sion 
La 'JO ra t OI'"J 
Offi ce ~roace 
Experimental lab. 
Creosote :::;t ora:;e 

4. Ti;nber P:'1ysic s :Ji vision 
L"l 0 ro. t 0 ry 

Total 

Off i ce s':>ace 
Pathologic'l ~~borator,f 

5. AQ~inistration 
Smperintendent ' s office 
Asst. Supt. office 
Cleric2.1 
St e 110 graphe r s 
Vault 
Libro.ry 
Exhi~its office 
Exhibi to 
Draughting 
Lavatories 
Photo~ra~hic and darm rooms 

Total 

6. AccesJories 
Saw-mill 
Storaee s:~cds 
Carpenter O:lOYl, work- shop and 

machine- s~1on 
Coal cnd boiler room 
Dry ::':iln end seasoni ~ ~)ard (may 

be outdoors) 
Total 

Tota.l 

~: Ceiling heichts required;­
Timbe~ Testing Lab. 
Pape r :.[il1 
\'[00 cl Pre servati on Lab. 
Other accommodation 

PreseYlt 
Ac cOrrL.'lod"1.t ion 
in sq. ft. 

2400 

116 
712 
160 
988 

325 
259 
593 

1177 

251 
235 
244 
366 
140 
400 
160 
725 
394 

75 
~ -325t-

576 
1576 

1973 . 
500 

"4625: 

15553 

28 ft. 
14 ft. 
14 ft. 
12 ft. 

Future 
Re C'uirements 
in sq. ft. 

2400 
1200 

630 
600 

1200 
370 

1100 

800 

340 
200 

1060 
550 

320 
230 
800 

250 
170 
420 
375 
75 

525 
150 

1360 
200 

6400 V 

1900 ~ 

2150 

1350 

75 
~-~ 
445"0 4450 

1000 
1000 

2100 
350 

2100 
6550 

22800 



Det? i1 s of Space Present 
Ac COr:L"!lOa. t ion 
in square ft. 

--------.-------------------------------------------
1. ~~lp ~nd Paper Division 4117 
2. Timber Tests Divisio~ 1389 

3. 'ood Pre8e~7 tion Division 988 
4. Ti~ber E~y8ics Division 1177 
5. A~~inistr~ti~n 3257 
6 •• ccessories 4625 

--.-- ----
T ota2.s 15553 

Future 
Re quirements 
in square ft. 

6400 

1900 

2150 

1350 

4450 

6550 
---- --

22800 



Hon. Oharles Stewart, 
.1nllter ot the Interior, 
Ottawa, 

»ear Mr. St.wartl-

January 
'we.t7-thlr4 

1923. 

Wlth reteronce to the lalt para,raph 
ot your letter ot the 18th Of Januar7. I Dote that 
the PrOYIDC' .t · Q_.be~ are alking you to tUrn oyer the 
plant ant .q~l~ent at the »ontreal Laboratorle. to 
th ••• 

It would be Itrange 1t thl1 plant aDj 
equip ... t ahould eyentually t1n4 1tl way to the Unl­
y.ratty ot .ontr.al. The Provinoial Government aome­
times m&kes what appear to UI like gittl to the Unl. 
Y.rllt7 ot Xontr.al, though when .e ask the Goyernmea' 
a'out the gltts. YO are told that they are oDl, that . 
the7 are oa17 10an8. al tor example, the .100,000. worth 
ot ra41 .. Which the Goyerament .o-Sh'. wal not given to 
t~. Ua1yeralt7 ot Mo.treal, b.t merely loaned. Perhapa, 
the plaat aa4 equipment which 10- are giving to the 
'r Ylao. ot Q •••• o .&7 be 10 ... 4 t the UDIy.rslty ot 
• ' •• al. 

Pr1ncipal • 

• 



01":1 
....... oL, 
18~h Jr nuary,19G3. 

y dear Sir l.l.rthur Gurrie,-

f m~~e YJur letter of :he 1 th ~ns~ nt e nfirmil1g the decision NhlUh JvU cJ117eyed to lJr. 'Ctr.ler..,J of our .Lorestry Branch ter~wnally, nc.mely th,t tne University Cluthori tien cannot St;e "he ir way cleL.r to nrovi,lo the aceo:unodati n nece.sL.ry for th8 r3tenti.)n of the i rest Products Laboratories ut ,ontreal . 

In view of th is si t ';t. t ion we are p roecedlng with urrc...ll'-J'8!'1'3nts for the remo-lal of the 1abol~L.tori8s t~ Utt· '\'la . 

i1. re3.uest has been rocei led rrom the Govern1llent of the provlllc of uebec b.s~inrr us to turn over our plant nd equipment at thu 1wntre&.1 Laboratories to th ,m. Negotihtions in th13 eonnection are under ~rcly n07i and it is possible that the -iuebec Govermllon t may take over this es.uip­Inent with the exception of our IX--per llk .• chlne v lich "e cannot spar'3 . 

Sir i.rthur i. Jurrie , 
Princinal, 
~cGiLl Unlversity , 
~ON~.tL~ L. 

Yours faith1Ully , 
G. U •• G., K.C .B., LL.D., 

-{~-sf~ 



Hono r bl Oh r1 t r. 
lnlst r ot ~h Int rlor. 

Otta 

t :I f1n 1 
orOD ry D vnrtc n 

n11y to you ClCqU 
nlvor ity ro yo r o. n 

r It 10 qu rtorc for 
L • fal11n hioh it 
r nborntorl D to Ottu • 

th Oh ncol1or 
roto to you 0 

to.nd tha.t 1f 
p co roq 11" d 

Jan zo'g 
1 v nth 
1925. 

o pu 
11 



... -

or 
ne! 

liaison 

I h ve t to ar n opinion troD nl 
one lnt r to 1 lo16ntiflo r search or ansa od in the 
lnd atrios w loh e L or tort 8 eoo to CrY. layour-
blo to your contOMDl t d otion ot oyln tho L ber-
'oriea ~ro ·ontr 1 to Ottnwn. 

Yours f it r lly. 

Prlnol 1. 



J. N. Stepheneon, Esq., 
EdItor. Pulp & Paper Magazine, 
Gardenvale, Que. 

Dear Sirc-

January 
Eleventh 

1923. 

I am forwarding herewith oopy of a letter 
which I am to-day sending to the Honourable Charles 
Stewart, Minister of the Interior, ~e the Forest Products 
Laboratories. 

The Minister arbitrar1ly demands that 
e furnish ultable accommodation or he will remove the 

Laboratories to Ottawa. The cost of providing the 
accommodation is more than the University is justified 
in undertaking at the pre ent time and I am afraid the 
lllnister must b allowed to do with the Laboratories as 
he please. On many occasions by ord of mouth and by 
letter I have endeavoured to per uade him that he was 
giving approval to a retrograde tep. but the influence 
of the Deputy, apparently, ls very strong. Old cOrre8-
pondonc on this ubjoot reveals the fact that the 
D puty por 1 tently opposed the e tabl! hment of the 
Laboratories hore. 

Only a fe yoars ago there was Borne 
conoidoratlon given to the question of the Government 
p ying rent to MoGill for the building on University 
Str~et. One can carcely underatand the change when 
the Government now demands that we spend more than 
100,000. in order to acoommodate them. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal. , 



Ed ard £eck, Esq., 
Canadian Fulp & Paper AssOciation, 
511 St. Catherino St. ~est, 
ontreal. 

Dear S1r:-

January 
Eleventh 

1923. 

I am forwarding herewith copy of a 
1 tter Which I am to-day ndlng to the Hon. Charles 
Ste art, inlster Of the Interior, re the Forost 
Produots Laboratories. 

The M1n1ster arbitrarily demand that 
we fUrnish s~itable aooommodatlon or he will remove the 
LaboratorIes to Ottawa. The cost of providIng the 
aCOommOdation Is mOro than the UnIversity is JustIZ1ed 
in undertaking at the present t Ime and I run afraid the 
inister must be allo cd to do with the Laboratories aB 

he pleases. On many OocasiODs by word of mouth and by 
letter I have endoavoured to perauade h1m that he waa 
giving approval to a retrograde step, but the influenoe 
of the Deputy, apparently, Is very strong. Old corres­
pondence on this sUbJeot reveals the faot that the 
Deputy persistently Opposed the establishment of the 
Laboratories here. 

Only a few years ago there as Bome 
consideration given to the q~estlon of the Government 
paying rent to McGill for the building on University 
Street. One oan scarcely understand the change when 
the Government now demanda that we spend mOre than 
vlOO,OOO. in order to accommodate them. 

Yours faithfully, 



.T . .T. HARPEJ..! ... 
Pres. and Man. Dir. 
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Publi,h,ld 'lIIellkl" by the lndultrial & Educati01UlI Publi,hi"9 
Company Limited 

GARDENV ALE. Que. 

Jan 16th, 1923. 

Sir Arthur Currie, Principal, 
McGill Uni versi ty, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir, 

I feel greatly honored in havin~ you send me 
wi th your !(ind 1 etter of January 11th, a copy of your 
letter to the ", inister of the Interior. 

I take the liberty of enclosing a copy of an 
edi toyial that has been roar,'lin~ around In my mind for 
some time and which was crystallized oy tl...e receipt of 
your letter. Uost of the material in this editorial is 
an expression of a conversatlon between l~. Bryant, Chair­
man of the l'echnical Section, and myself followins- the 
conference in your office last month. 

Jl S/BE. 

Sincerely Yours, 

/J!.JJl TOil.. 
P.S. If there are an.>' points in this editorial that you 
think our fri~{lds in Ottawa might talre serious exceptiol, 
to, a telepllolle call iTom yourself or your secretary to 
me at Ste Anne de Bellevue 165 will be greatly appreciated. 

ASK FOR INFORMATION ABOUT HOME STUDY COURSES IN PULP AND PAPER 111A.KIN(J 
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To the Te~Llival ection of tIe 
ulp 11 i)cr Associa tj on. 

rin the st year your CO~1ittee provided for 140 ~ es of abstr cts 

of curre t rti lea liich er., JUulian d j.n the Pulp and P per a~azille nd 

p id for b that v" urn 1. PI ese aBes have heen repri llted Us a bulletin of 

the Technic 1 Sectj on Eilld (istrj bllted to f"l c:"lb er , ",hro' ph tl c s ~cret ry' 6 

office. An inn x of h bstr et L. in prel) rution. 

It hr s b Oil Slll"fr set .nt inate d of reprint' 1;he ubstr cts in full 

shortl/ it.... u 
,r.11.01 in t..te Cl a~ine, it mir.-ht be hetter j n the nd 

to hol d mere] y .;110 ir.~t ~hT.'ee or _0111' ] ines ; ncH catj np: the t1 tl S 0 f 

the article nd tl e 1 <:., 7h ~rc i 1; n ~(a"" d. 1;'.(,)1' to ('011 cct then ~ at 

101 int l'V-! .. 
r I R •• Ice 0::. ~ - '1) , 'Ill 0 n 

index of i .. ~ I lC L 1" d 
by yo r co i • '" 

. t <: , . 
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At t.e e'" . rl i 1. ,)' t~ 
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. . r. t .. 6 .. ! l .. .i 0 .... t ,.tli,~r~ct Com -

rni ttee of the }e,p. j e 1 .t REO,.l fl ti)n 0 . tl_. Pu] , In p~ er In llbtT • ' S 

ti e to evo e to or ~ s c .e ;)ye.tl-r Co ittee. 0 jsh 

fo express t t 1i B tl e ou. deep a pp elation 0 the C ordj 1 cooper tion 

a ready s. i t Hce of r. C T 1)0011 llrin the c:eVOT 11 'S 0_ r.i chair-

ansh p. The ha dl1 1 ~ 0 ... l..he abetr et'3 Hl11 contj nno to 110 carrj e(~ on co -

Qoerati ely as has l)eo 1 done i 1 the past. 

Tho ouair 1 II a. t.e ple"H31're 0 neetinR Ir. J rthl T flt'::e:r of Greonhi the . 

.Ell 1 nd t the first chairm n of the Bri ti"h ~lecnical Section , an 
f' a r -

9ult of c nfer nee it SEe B probabl that the Brjtish Tochnical Section 

will "oin "ith the :lochnic 1 ~~spoojation and our 0 m Section in the n tter 

of bstr cts. 
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Th .. -.; r ct progrum of th i. euhl1ic1l1 .ld~Hociati n ill be curt i1 ed 

s1 i htl by no res IIri ct1 on of articl eo d .R .. il g '1 tl enr-ineerinr. tters 

and ~ith the forestry. Yo r COl"lDittoe lo\over, foelinR the great importance 

of forestr. atterf' to vl e Techllicul Section nd to the oodl ndn Section. 

have decided to continue this £n" :};rxR service nd have arr nged with the 

Pulp nd Paper ~agaziue to 11b11.8h bstr cta of rticles dealj nR \ii th for-

est r y und er the depu:!."t ant anti tied "Vi th jhe n' 

Bound co)1 es 0 tl!e obstr ,ets for 1922 c n be h d frorl the Pulp nd 

P peI' 

r e r J"" for i tr"bltion conief of tho rano ction. nd 

procee ifl~S 0': tl e J. ,u1 nic9.J Sectio for 1922. 1. i B vo1utle C ont_inf-J p el's . 

reports, ll1d ti t ,1 G'1 n.e 'r Bent Id. i 'J ~hc' ~u.1 

a brief UIJC 'mt of tL 

t the ... DJ t j ]. i ,.) .... c 
and 

tin 1 Pt J. nlD~i nd 

ction 

~ :, 0 t f • ~ 1· IU 

-:. 1 . " V.I. fJcmbers 

TOV" C. U _.1'01. n ~1 on ""t, tho c ora-
t t ee 11 S 1U ..to", • 1.,1 )J 

[ # i- nI.U· 1 volt r.lC. 

.~e.· JJcctfl lly "'l!bLi ttod. 

CJI11 Ltl .. I. 
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J. . S11el'heneo J. 
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MEMORA frYJ"..! concerning a meeting of certain members of 

~:cGill University and certain representatives of the Pulp and 

Paper Industry held in the Office of General Sir Arthur Currie 

on the afternoon of December 13th. 1922. 

Representatives of the pulp and paper industries expressed 

themselves as interested in two kinds of research:-

(1) Fundamental research in which the properties and character 

of cellulose - which material is the basis of their industry - are 

studied. This they think could best be carried on at the University. 

(2) Investi~ation directed to the solution of the various 

problems which are continually presenting themselves in the manu-

facture of pulp and paper, together with investigations looking 

to the improvement of the processes which are at present in operation. 

This they think can best be done at an institution such as the 

Forest Products Laboratory. 

They are of the opinion that the Forest Products Laboratory 

should remain in Montreal and not be removed to ottawa. They state 

that they have obtained comparatively little benefit from the work 

of their Laboratory up to the present ti~e, not on account of any 

fault of the Laboratory as an institution, but owing to the fact 

that it has been impossible to retain the services of able men to 

direct the laboratory, this in its t'un being due to the fact that 

the salaries paid in the Forest Products Laboratory are so small 

that so soon as a man showed that he -had marked ability he was at 

once offered a much larger salary by one of the great pulp and paper 
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companies and his services were thus lost to the Forest Products 

Laboratory. In this way valuable work which was commenced was 

never finished, nor was the work done ever collated and published. 

This statement applies to the pulp and paper division of the 

Forest Products Laboratory, it being understood that a somewr~t 

more marked ~~ccess had been achieved by the departments dealing 

wi th Timber Physics and Wood Preserve. tion. These, however, are of 

no direct interest to the manufact".rers of pulp and paper. 

To sum up - the representatives of the pulp and paper 

industry were of the opinion that they ~ight receive marked benefit 

from the Forest Products Laboratory, but they had failed to do so 

up to the present time. 

The representatives of the industry expressed their 

opinion that the industry would ~~pport any institution from which 

it derived benefit. They would be glad to contribute to any research 

body which would "deliver the goods." 

Mr. Sabi ton seened to be rather doubtfn.l as to whether 

the industry would at the present time give a direct contribution 

to an institution such as the Forest Products Laboratory. He 

said that the pulp and paper com~anies were considerinE the appoint­

ment of a Director of Research who would correlate and make use 

of the partial facilities existing for research at different mills 

in the st. Mauri ce district t and thus seC11 re valuable results 

which would be available for the industry as a whole. 

They fully recognize and appreciate the difficulties of 

dual control which would result from any direct support given by 

the pulp and paper industry to the Forest Products Laboratory 
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being, as it is at present constituted, a branch of the 

Government service. 

It was ffilggested that the best way to secure co­

operation between the Government and the pulp and paper indu.stry, 

would be for the Goverr~ent at ottawa instead of maintaining 

tIle Forest Products Laboratory as at present, to give a grant 

of money equal to that 'IThich is now devoted to the Laboratory 

which grant might be supple~ented by contributions fro~ the pulp 

and paper companies and by assista.nce, other than tr...at of a 

financial nature, from the University, the whole to be managed 

and administered to the interest of Research by a special board. 



October 2nd, 1922. 

IJy dear Sir J rthur: 

I enclose herewith a letter 
received from the H~nourable 8harles Stewart 
in reference to the Forest Products Laboratories. 

In your absence I wrote lim as 
per copy attacr.ed. 

I think it is essential that we 
shou:d put r~lson House in a proper state of 
repair to carry on the Forest Laboratory work 
there. You will observe, however, that J.lr. 
Stewart does not commit himself to retain the 
Laboratories in Montreal, and it will be neo­
essary for us to have a definite understanding 
with him that in the event of OUT going to this 
expenditure there will be no further at~empt 
~ade by the Government to remove these Lahorat­
ories to Ottawa. 

Sir 1 rthur Currie, K. C. B. , 
Principal, 
I'cGil1 University 
1 ' 
~ 0 n t rea 1 ue , .. 
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Otto.'7~, Ontt'trio , 
Scpto~er 2~, 1922 . 

o~r r. 3c~tty -

I h~vo yo' r letter 
of the 6t:l ins rent e.nl no eth ... t the 
-overnor3 of tLc Jniversi ty are 
pre .. ""red to _ !"ov:'do t:.o necossD.l'7t­
i'r,cilitios and ""cco .... _ .. o &. ... iol1 for the 
-' orest Products :'aborato::ies in 
.ontr0ul . 

In vie-.. of t~lis .t 
tl 0 ': holo .' .ttor is _'oce:.ivint; furt lor 
consi e:-at':'on . 

;.:.. • Soa.tty" I:;sq ., 3.A ., :: .C., 
Chancello: o~ cGill ~nivcrsity , 

- ontreal , P .Q. 
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September 6th, 19_2. 

Dear • st art: 

In the absenc of 811' Arthur 
Currl, I v been forward Q yo letter to 
him ot the 29th ultimo re1 tl to the removal 
of the Forest Product Labo~ tori$s from ont­
real to ottawa. 

It appeared to us hen th ques­
tion was fir t tlention d t t there oul be aome 
diffIculty In putting t pr sent bUilding in 
good t to of rep!r 0 to nabl th ark to 
be e 1'1 d on t re and it wa b cause of this tact 
th t Sir Arthur rote you. The Gov mol'S vs 

Ince considered the matter further and are of the 
vie that.e c n prOvide the nee err t cl11tl 
and aeeo ,od tion. 

As I info oms ttme ago, 
I have 01 ya f It that it ald be a 01 tlnct ~ p 
backwards to r move th Laboratorie from the 
Unlverslt7 h re the ark e be pro ecuted 1th 
ad ant age both to tIe Govern nt and to the Col1eg • 

It, therefore, you are Illing to 
permit the pr a nt arrangement to continue, e Ul 
take the necessary steps to make tbe accommodation adequate. 

Yours very truly, 

Chancellor. 

Honourable Charles Stewal"t, 
Minister of the Interior, 

Ott a w a, Ontario. 
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September 6th, 1922. 

Honourable Charles Stewart, 
inl ter of the Interior, 

Ott a u a, Ontario. 

Dear • Ste art: 

In the absence ot Sir Arthur Currle, I have 

been fo arded your letter to hi of the 29th ult relatlv 

to the removal of the Forest Products Laboratorie fro fontre 1 

to Ott • 

It appeared to u when the question wa first 

mentioned that there ould be 0 e dIffIculty in putting the 

present bu1lding 1n a good state of repair eo a to enable the 

ork to be carried on there and it s because of thl fact that 

SIr Arthur wrote you. The Governors ve since consld red th 

matter further and ar ot the view that e can provIde the necessary 

facIlities and ace odation. 

As I informed you soma tlma e.go~ I have al a s t lt 

that it \7Quid b distinct step bac ards to r move the Labol' tories 

from the University here the .or can be prosec ted Ith advantage 

both to the Government and to the Colleg • 

If, therefore, you are iIling to permIt the 

present arrangement to continue, we ill take the necessary teps 

to make the accommodation adequat • 

Yours very truly, 

C h a n c ell 0 r. 



'., McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL. 

8ECRE'A~~ GYifcf.URSAR·S OFFICE. September 
Fifth 
1922. 

E. W. Beatty, Esq., 
President, Canadian Pacific Railway, 
Montreal. 

Dear Mr. Beatty:-

FOREST PRODUCTS LABORATORIES. 

I e~close copy of a letter addressed 

to the Principal by the Hon. Charles stewart, which I 

think probably needs immediate attention. 

In view of the attitude taken by the 

Board of Governors at its last meeting i~ regard to this 

matter. being such as to indicate that they would like 

to see these Laboratories remain connected with McGill. 

I thought that possibly you might be willing to say at 

this time that the University was prepared to furnish 

proper accommodation for them. 

I have written to Mr. stewart today 

acknowledging receipt of his letter ard stating that he 

might expect to hear from you in the course of a few days. 

Mr. Lawrence's estimate for the cost of 

furnishing the accommodation in question has been held up 

pending the returT' of the Government Snperi'l"lteTldent here. 
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E. I. Beatty, Esq. - 2 -

I believe he is expected this week. I can, however, 

give you an approximate figure within a few days. 

Yours faithfully, 

secretary. 
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MP~IeTER OF THE PTTERIOR 

Dear Sir Arthur Currie:-

Ottawa,Ontario, 
August 29th, 1922. 

Upon my retur~ to the City, I 
have had placed before me your correspondence relative 
to the removal of the Forests Products Laboratories 
frpm liloyttreal to Ottawa, a"Yld I Tlote that the HcGill 
University is unable to provide, rent free, suitable 
accommodation for these Laboratories. 

It is regrettable that you appear to 
be uY[ahle to secure proper acco~nodation. I have 
been holding space here for some considerable time 
awaiting your decision, aY[d I fear I shall have to give 
the Public Works Department aY[ anSwer in the very near 
future. Owing to the iY[adequacy of the building On 
your premises a~d the serious condition it is iY[ at the 
present time, I fear that it will be necessary for my 
Department to take action as indicated. 

Believe me, 

Yours faithfully, 

(sgd. ) CHAS. STE.VART 

Sir Arthur Currie, G. C.H. G. ,A. C .B., 
Principal, McGi11 University, 

Montreal. 
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',""emor ndum re. F rest Products :. borat ries 
and their Relation to ~:cl}ill :7ni versi t , 
Prepared for the nform tion of the Princip 1 
of hlcGill, Sir brthur vurrie. 

D ..... r ir ... rthur:-

The Forest Products Laboratories _re under 

tte Forestry Division of the ~epartment of the Interior, 

of which Sir James Lougheed is ' inister, the ~eputy ~in-

ister being ~r. If'. Cory. 

~irector of t e orestry Branch and in icrmedi tc control 

of the L boratories. Er. Campbell is n invalid and, 

although he hao not been superannuated, he is not taking 

any active part in the v rk of the Forestry Branch. 

• 

Mr. E. H. Finl ys n is carrying on l"r. Cmn.pbell' s duties. / 

:kr. Cory, the Deputy .. "inis ter, has from the 

very beginnin advocated the transfer of the Forest Pro-

ducts Laboratorie to Otta/a. Sir James Lougheed gave 

en p deci::::ion last spring at a meeting Hith llIr. Ky-.a.och, 

supporting Mr. Ooryfs request to have the Labor tories re-

moved to ottawa, since then nothing has been ne. Ir. 

Finlayson will not be here before the end of next w el~ or 

the beginning of the week after, and I have arranged ili th 

Ir. Kynoch to have an interview .... .1. th him. ..:lccording t 

Mr. Kynoch, Mr. Fin~ayson is not at all in favour of trans 

ferring the Laboratories to ottawa. The only argument in 

favour f this ch n e is that the Deputy Minjs ter would be 

able to exercise a closer supervision over the work. He 

has never been in gontreal to visit the L bor tories. 

The Laboratories lere org nized in the ut~~ of 

191), n arrangement having been made by which rcGill Uni-
• re 

versity undertook to provide accommod tion and to allow 

the use, without charge, of cert in e uipment in the Fac-

ulty of Applied Science. Dr. :cIntyre vIas the first 

superintendent 
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superintendent of the Laboratories. He retired within a 

year to accept a very lucrative post in one of the large 

paper ~nd pulp industries in the United St~tes. He iVUS 

succeeded by Dr. ~ohn Bates, qho took ch rge of the in­

stallation of the staff and of the buildings, 684-700 Uni-

versity street, in 1914. Dr. Bates then obtained per-

mission from the Department of Forestry to estublish an 

Advisory Committee. This Committee consisted of the Di-

rector of the Forestry -qranch, ;"""r. R. H. Camp bell ; 

Dr. Bates, representing the Laboratories; ~r .. dams, Prof. 

Mackay and Dr. Butt n~ representing ~1cGill; !r. Carl Rior-. 
don or his M nager, Mr. Thorne, representing the Riordon 

Paper and Pulp Oompany; Idr. F ..• Sabbaton, representing 

the L urentide Company; and Mr. J. st dler, representing 

th Belgo-Oanadian Company. rrhis Committee met tv'.o or 

three times a year up to the autumn of 1919, since then it 

has not been called together. Dr. Bates resigned in 1919. 

lar. lilliam Kynoch vias appointed in 1920 and is t present 

superintendent of the Laboratories. The old Lolson house 

contains the offices and most of the laboratories. In 

addition there is a paper mill, housed in a building erect-

ed in 1918. In this there is a very valu-ble and complete 

paper machine and various accessories now in perfect run-

n i ng order. All of the apparatus and equipment necessary 

for experimental work in paper and pulp on a semi-commercial 

scale have been installed, vith t e exception of two large 

sized digestors for which plans and sJecifications have 

been prepared and which can be installed at once if the 

Laboratories remain here. The Molson house is in very 

bad condition but not dangerous, and could probably have 

its foundation strengthened at a comparatively small cost. 

Many other houses have been so treated in this vicinity. 

The 
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The Laboratories are now in good forking order 

and carrying on research work, as well as technical ser-

vice in connection ~ith v rious products which could not 

be obtained else\'1here The Laboratories, ho~ever, have 

not been able to obt in a specialist in paper and pulp to 

repl ce Mr. O. F. Bryant who resigned in 1918, or, ".·;hat 

they need most I a hiD'hly trained cellulose chemist; o\'Jing 

to the sm 11 salaries offered by the Civil S rvice Com­

mission, they lost ~. Jan on in 1918, one of the best 

cellulose chemists in erica, who WilS induced to go to 

the United States. At present there are · thirty-five em-

ployees, of whom about t lenty-four or t'7enty-fi ve are -technicians. 

The tti tude of the :Ianister and of the Deputy 

Minister is such ~ to rather discourage research work. 

They hold the opinion th t research should be carried out 

by the industries themselves, rather than by a Government 

bureau. Hence it is evident that they wish to confine the 

ctivities of the Laboratories, if they be moved to ottawa, 

to technical service. The Laboratories have done more re-

search work in the past than any other department of the 

Government, with the exception, perhaps, of the Department 

of Agriculture and the l.lines Branch of the "'cologic 1 Survey. 

If the Laboratories remain in Ilontreal in close 

connection \Vi h McGill, it will be an encouragement to 

friends of the University to provide us with a Forestry De­

pa~tment and to supply a chemical engineer for the Dep~rt-

ment of Chemistry, vho, while having the general qualific tions 

and experience of a chemical engineer, would be a specialist 

on paper and pUlp. If HcGill \'Jere so equipped, it Vlould be 

quite possible to make the University a centre of technical 

education·in connection with Canada's greatest chemical in­

dustry. 
lIr. Kynoch 
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Mr. Kynoch, i"!ho is an expert in timber and for­

estry, is very strongly in favour of keeping the labora­

tories in Lontreal and is willing, so far s is in his 

power, to cooperate with the University in establishing 

a school for training experts in pa~er and pulp. The 

Laboratories have obtained greater recognition by the 

public on account of their connection with licGill than 

they would as a Department of the Federal overnment . 

. 11 those immediately connected 7ith the Laboratories 

recognize this. 

If the Laboratories go to ottawa in the ne r 

future, they will undoubtedly become routine departmental 

laboratories with no incentive or encouragement for re­

search, and it would be difficult later on to m~~e them 

part of Research Institute. This latte~ curse has 

been advoc ted by Sir George Foster. They would, however, 

lose the advantage of immediate contact with the niversity 

~nd its scientific branches, as well as not having access 

to such s. library as we have in the DepartIID nt of Chem:is. try. 

Personally, I consider the best interests of Canada and of 

the Iaboratories themselves can be served by keeping them 

in connection with HcGill. If they be moved to ottawa, 

this should be done later on l1hen they could be made a 

speci 1 department in the Research Institute, where suf­

ficient salaries would be offered to attract first class 

research men in cellulose and in the utilization of the 

waste products of the wood industry. 

In discussing the question Vii th Jr .... dams, he 

suggested t~~t the University offer the Department the 

right to build a laboratory on the present site under 

favorable conditions. If that be refused, powerful 

effort might be made to bring political influence to 

bear 
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bear upon the Government by the niversity nd the city. 

Department of Chemistry, 
:.:c ill Uni versi ty , 
22nd October, 1921. 

°tte :' 



. .., APPE~~DIX 

Extracts from Report by . .:r. Kynoch 

Should Forest Products Laboratories be 11 intained in Canada? 

The question ~hether Laboratories of this kind 

should be maintained in Canada admits of no answer but the 

most decided affirmative. Ample justific~tion of this 

statement is furnished by considerations of which the fol­

lovling are a few which readily suggest themselves:-

(a) The per capita consumption of timber is, and has 

for many years been, steadily increasing in all t~e civil­

ized countries of the world for which figures are available: 

wood is continually becoming more valuable commercially. 

(b) The existing Canadian industries dependent upon 

timber are, in the aggregate, second in economic import­

ance only to the agricultural industries: timber is Canada's 

most important purely natural product. 

(c) Canada is easily the leading timber-producing 

country in the British Empire. Therefore timber research 

in this country possesses an imperial as '..ell as a national 

significa.nce. 

(d) Research applied to forest products unquestionably 

presents great economic possibilities as proved by what has 

already been accomplished in this field. particularly in the 

United States. 

(e) The foundation of a first class Forest Products 

Laboratory has already been solidly constructed at our 

Laboratories. 

Forest :Products. 

The term forest products, in the sense in which 

it is here used, is a somewhat elastic one. It refers 

not only to the natural and immediate products of the for­

est but includes also all articles or commodities manuf c­

tured therefrom. 
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l';ore particularly therefore the function of the 

Forest Products laboratories is research nd technic~l 

service in connection lith:-

Ca) Every ~rticle in the manuf cture of ghich timber 

is directly utilized, e.g. railway ties, urniture. 

Cb) Derived products, e.g. pulp and paper, artificial 

silk, alcohols, acetic acid. 

(c; !~nor pro~ c s. e.E. tlrp nti~e, ~sun+i_l 11s, 

resins. 

Cd utilization of by"'products or wastes no] worth­

less, mny of ',hich re of potential or possible 

commerci 1 value, such ~s wuste ulphite 1i uor 

(containin~ over 40~ of the origin 1 700d materi 1), 

sa7dust and other TIood waEtes, b rks. 



Extract -Pr om 

"PULP AFD PAPER A,:( 1J.cGILL". 

It is har ly more ~han once in a li~etirne t~~t an c~portunity 

like the nresent comes to a Jnirersity for establlshin~ a work ttat will 

haYe s lch a wide in::lllence as wO'lld the establishment o~ a ct)'lr<3e in pulp 

and pa'1er ma'.inp at ~ rcGill Univp.rsity. ~here is no education8.l institu­

tion on the continent better provided with equipment for all the work 

properl!,! incident to such a course, as the well-known university so ably 

nresided o~p.r by the world renownp.d Gen. Sir Arthur Clrrie. It w0uln be 

but anoth~r insta.nce 0: Sir Arthur's +'oresight and initiati"TTe to recormnend 

and assist in the establishment 0: Canada's Tirst s~hool o~ pul and 

paner manui'acture. ~here is no ind.ustry in Canada whic1: ''{auld profi t 

more from a speciali~ed C~lrse o+' this character and there is none better 

able or more in:::!:in~d· to piYe willinp' and r.elpful co-operation. 

The present is the most ooportune timp. that could possibly be 

concei-ved. The annonncement ha9 ~llst been made 0'" the munificient he-

1uest of' Hrs. 1~.B. Ec1d,T in the establishment of a. chair o~ Industrial 

Cherlistr,l, wi th partic lIar reference to tr,e workinr out of problem'S in 

th" pulo and paper industr~r. ~hero is no na''1e in lJanadian Industry more 

highly resnected than that 0'" the man who established and built up the 

great manllfacturinp' enternrise at Hull, a name that is known the world 

over as a manu+'actnrer of pulp and paper, 'llatches, lumber and numerous 

other articles nroduced from wood. It is natural and fittinp then, that 

the Mrs. E. B. Eddy chair shonld carry with the obli~ation that the en­

dowment shonld be devotecl parti C1.llarly to the study 0 f problems and gi v-
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inp' · instruction in subj ects connected ·i th wood and i ts utili za tion. 

There are ~ew che~ical in us ries in Canada that do not in some wa touch 

npon the chemistrv 0 wood so that this s11b 'ect becomes" er, near being 

the keynote of indlstrial cherlistry in Canada. IJertainly the pulp and 

paper ind11stry, anart fror'l the so lrce of this bequest, has a pro er claim 

to the major acti :ties of such a pro essorsh1p. There are few lines of 

industrial activity wIich hold flreater promise 0.:" develonment or which 

hqve €treater n.eed ~or hir-h class research work than is to be onnd. in the 

many problems con.rronting those interested in the products of the forest. 

These proble~s r'lnpe all the way from !!lany pn~zlinp" points in the funda.­

mental chemistry o-f the woon itself, even Roinp back to the soil and the 

atmosnhere w~ere the tree ~rows, and on down throu~h tLe many processes 

of conversion to t~e properties of puln and paner and the elusive molecules 

of the rwsterio lS substances in the waste 11 "lOrs. Papes can be wri tten 

simply in the tabulation of the problems th~t are eren now oressinr .ror 

solltion. It is a curious fact, furthermore, that the attack on one 

problAm is almost Bure to o~en up three or ~our more that depend op it 

and that in sorrn cases mlst be sol~ed be~o~e t e original line o.r re­

see,rch can be :ollowed to comoleti:)n. 

Instruction in nulp ann pa1')er subjects and research in 

~un amental problens to be most l3.:"fective. re<1uires fa.!!liliarity rith, 

or exnression in terms of mill equipment. ~he proximi ty 0'"' the ·well 

equi-pped paDer mill of semi-COI1r.lercia1. size at the :;'orest Products 

Labo~atories o.r Canad8. v.'hich are honsed in KcGill pronerty furnish un­

s'lrnassed 0 )portuni -ties. Besides the !,aoer mfl.1-inP.' equipI"!ont already in­

stq,lled and only occns ionally 'lsed, there Vias recently buil t un qdd i tional 
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build inf- desiF-'necl to acco:no4.ate t 0 4..igesters. one -I"or pu~p making by 

acid processes, and another or ~lkaline proc~ss~s. S,eci~ications 

were ""'f)r'~Ca 0 It -I"or this el!11uM P nt +hro'lgh th~ coopera.tion or the 

advisory committee to ttc laborRto~ies appointed to the ~echnical 

Se ct ion 0-1" the 111"p and 1)11 '1er Asso cia ti on so the. t the avpara tus could 

be o~ne!'ed an instJ'llled w1 thO'lt o.elay. In f'act, it is understood 

that there has been Rn J'l~nr0~ri~tion o! the Do~inion Trusty 3ran h 

for this puroose. 

l~~enticr: "'';''1 !':'1.A.de in these col".lmns last wee1{ 0: the 

desirabili t., 0'" a closer cooperation between the :;ni vers 1 ty and the 

~aboratories Rnd now that the announcement hRR h~An C~~~ 0 _ the en­

dowmen t 0 f' the I:rs. ~. B. Ea dy Chair. i't seens that no thinf shnuJ d s :~nc1 

in the way or wf)rktnp-" ont nn arrangement ttat would be most oencf'tcial 

to all narties. 

----- - - --- ~----
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Hon. Oharles stewart. 
1inister of the "Interior. 
otta a. 

Dear r. stewart:-

In reply to your letter of the 
29th of June .hlch I found a~aiting my attention 

on my roturn from the "est I regret to sa.y that 
cGill University is unable at present to provide 
r nt free aooommodation for the Forests Produets 
Laboratories which you ~ould regard as suita.ble. 

,e have at present nO acoommodation 
to spare and the dem nds for Increaoon acco~~odatlon 
by ottr"severel Departments ~re so great thnt we oan­
~ot look forward to upplylng what you would rcgcrd 
us suitable quarters for some time to come. never­
theless I think it ~ould be vory great pity and a 
very great mistak to remove these Laboratories to 
ottawa. In all 8erioua~eas I ubmlt th t th Govern­
ment should accept the offer which I made o~ behalf 
of Ho ill. ",amely to 8unply th ground on which~the 
Government oould ereot a suitable building to house 
the Laboratories a~d to carry on the ~ork whioh they 
are at present dol~g. I doubt very muoh ~hether it 
ill bo oheaper for you to move th se Laboratories 

to Ottawa tha~ to provide your-self aocommodation here. 
You will have to go to the expense of mOVing, to the 
exp~nae of fitting up the building in ottawa as a 
laboratory, to the oxpense of purohasing oo~slderable 
neoesBury maohi~ery a~d equipment which is o~ned by us 
here and which .e allOt the La oratorio to use. The 
coat of admi~istration i~ ottawa 1il1 be ~o les8 than 
if the buildings were dmi~1 t red here. 

Your polioy of breaki~g up the association 
of these Laboratories with a UniverSity whioh has a large 
staff of very e l~e~t scientists engag d in research ork 
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along kindred li~ee le so d1ffere~t to hat prevails 
in many countries - even to what preTails in our Own. 

· On11 the other day I read in the Toronto Globe that 
the Department of Agrioulture (it did not e87 Pro­
vincial or Dominion) were establishing in Kingston, 
Ont. an institutio" which had to do with the dair.ring 
Industr,r solely beoause of the aTal1able as oelation 
with ueen'e Universit7. 

I am not alone in believing that the 
removal of these Laboratories to the dull, offioial 

and routine atmosphere of Ottawa oonstitutes a 
retrograde step and 0 e hi oh you ehould not take. It 
is a step whioh is not &pproY8d by the Pulp and Paper 
induetr.r, by the men who have the olose8t association 
with the Laboratories, nor by theleadere 1n reeearoh 
thought and aotivity 1~ 0 nada. 

Yours falthtul17. 

Copy to Mr. Marler. 

Prinoipal. 
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OTT.tI.vJA, 
29th June, 1922. 

My dear Sir Arthur ,-

Advertin~ to previous corres'ondence and 
interviews which we 'flava f'I..ad relative to accoIl1modation 
for the ~orest Products Laboratori6s, I !fk:ty sav that 
unless sui table accoJtl!Jl0db. tiOD is provided ren f' free in 
Montreal, we viII have to nroceed irmnediateJ.y wi th t1..e 
arrangements which 'fe haiJe.Lmade for the transfer of the 
Laboratories to Ottawa, Where we r.ave a suitable building 
in view as I c~nnot assume responsibility for retaining 
the Laboratories in the present unsafe and unsatisfactory 
quarters. 

I would feel obliged if you would write me 
R'iving me an iudieation as to whether vou have been able 
to secure the requin~d accommodation for us. 

Yours f~ithfully, 

~~ 
Sir Arthur ,. Currie, G.C.~ .G., K.O.B., LL.D. J 

Princ ipal, 
McGlll University, 

MOlf.l' ru~AL. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL, 

DEPAR'.I'MEN'l' OF BOTANY 

FRANCI!" E. LLOYD 
.:\r .... ODO~ .... LD PHorllUle<>a or BOTANY 

CARRII<; ~r. D1:<:RICK 
PnO'E8AOR OF MORPDOLOGICAL :BoTANY 

.J · r .J. rt1..A. 
T 

T d 

r 
I 

, 
- iT.,. 

t' \1r : 

.... ' c':' aI, 
·ty. 

15 ·lne , :~21 • 

1 te1.t, Lu-4- oec sio s tien h 
.iui te ~or 1 

e -I- .,... 
...J bvratory el .. t a . 

, ould -4-
i.." b one, I no~ r"', T0ull J 

'" ... ~ .:..t, r t 1 a.f- , ith our "'.n '3d e-.l. i -4- fer bot m ' cal ~" r:: , t t o~ ri:"l 1. . ... 1- Cl . Oll to cool- r te pf'f ct':' TTAly ucts .;iI 1b:>ratory ··n lving s ... eial i L 'uo1 ':on to cert ir: ~COI 0 11 c ... robl a 'or ler illp diseas s . ~ 

.f- S ~n re 0 pl~n ing fo t li1:e . 

! e .tior.. ha:) u ,13 de of .f- S il)':li ty of 
h vi ~ ' 1 re c;o cr- 01 for I er . ufauture . ' is ... ro pcsul ay 
f:j,rv to i11'l."'1' te t at 'e hav t e 1 s irilities i1 our vqrious 
unive si ~ d rt erts cOLcerned a sl'endi1 0 v~tu · ty of 
doi e . st o· t c~ ~~i J . ~' 10 e~ rt nt could co tribute 
1, l' ~-4-(j a xio lS -4;1" t t L ... ",' oul1 be done . 

,.. feo C'r 

I b to leIor ndum cove ing t is 
1 st;ion , nd to u, ta.e t J atter ul1der 

t 

l 

c s· r ~io~ frJ t e w.iv view. 1 r lize t'st 
t r ~ ob- G of ~ou~in t}~ OQucto L bora'" ry i~ iffic It 
one ~oCq ~ of t 0 c rditton of the pr ~i s nu occ pied . ~l+ I 
. ier ~a u·+ r 11 t. O':'L LO d.-er of t ouse f _ling 
in , vr.. .i.~ it 1 0 "'0 ~ lay ':.if" to be ill ':l 1->1'ec r ' o .. cOlI"·tion . 

lly yours , ') 

vlu: ~~, 
~'-L~ 

~'~~/ . 



February 9, 1922. PULP AND PAPER MAGAZINE 95 

• • . -. EDITORIAL • • .-. 

MOVING THE FOREST PRODUCTS 
LABORATORIES. 

There has been a rumor about for some time, that 
the Department of the Interior has been contemplat­
ing the removal of the Forest Products Laboratories of 
Canada from their present quarters in Montreal, to a 
new location at Ottawa. Correspondence with the 
Department confirms the rumor that this matter has 
heen contemplated but no definite step has been taken 
a vet. The rea on for, or the advantage in, making 
. lich a move was a ked for but no information on that 
point ha. heen forthcoming. We assume that there is 
neither. 

From an' occasional visit to the laboratories and a 
review of the work accomplished and that in progress, 
togetller with the problems pressing for .olution, it 
Reems perfectl~· clear that what is needed at the preR­
ent time is a little more generous appropriation for 
staff in order to cope with the present situation rather 
than to spend money in moving to other quarters 
whose preparation for the work of the laboratories 
would be even more expensive. 

Moving the Laboratories to Ottawa would be, in our 
mind, advantageous under only one circumstance; that 
is, the establishment of a Central Research Bureau 
which would include facilitie for the investigation of 
the basic problems affecting Canada'R important in­
dustrieR, particularly those founded on our unexcelled 
natural resources. Until such a central bureau iR eR­
tablished and can upply facilities for investigation. 
and immediate expert advice in pure Rcience to those 
inveRtigating industrial problems, it will be far better 
to leave the Laboratories in their pre ent location 
where cooperation with one of Canada's leading Uni­
versitieR iR 110t only possible but practicable. 

There will come a time when certain departments 
of the Laboratories will require safe housing. Thp 
present str:ucture, while attractive from the outside 
to one whose eye does not notice the considerable de­
viation of the walls from the vertical, and not incon­
vepiently arranged inside, is becoming inadequate to 
the possibilities for service if better quarters were 
available. The building has been gradually sinking 
until it has really become un. afe and should be re­
placed. This b.uilding houses the Departments of 
Timber Physics and the general offices of the Labora­
tories but not the Pulp and Paper Divi ion, which 
is accommodated in a separate building which is at 
present quite adequate to the need of thil:l deptlrtmen.tl 

there having been erected a few years ago, an addi­
tion designed to accommodate dige ters and other 
pulp making equipment. The property belongs to Mc­
Gill Univer ity and it will not be unreasonable to ex­
pect that the advantages of association with the Labor­
atories might induce the University faculty to pro­
vide out of their new building fund for better housing 
of tlieir tenants. . 

The advantages of association with the Univer ity 
go far beyond the mere question of shelter. There are 
at the University a number of timber testing machines 
which are in very frequent use by the Laboratories 
. taU and also used f·or in tructional work by the Uni­
versity staff. Part of this equipment belongs to the 
Laboratories and is installed at the University for con­
yenience and other parts belong to the University and 
are at the disposal of the Laboratories staff. This 
make it possible to have practically double the equip­
ment that either institution could afford by itself. Fur­
ther than this, the personnel of both institutions are 
at hand for consultation and mutual assistance. This 
cooperation between the University and the Labora­
torie. has apparently been more extensively developed 
with regard to the mechanical and physical properties 
of timbers than has been the case with regard to the 
utilization of wood in the manufacture of pulp and 
paper. It is in this direction that we are most inter­
ested although we fully appreciate the value of the 
work done by the other departments, such for in­
stance, as measuring of fibres, the examination into 
the causes of and remedies for the growth of fungus 
and the preservation of timber for mill roofs. 

We have felt that the Dominion of Canada as a 
whole, and those intere.sted in the Pulp and Paper In­
du try in particular, have seriously suffered from t11C 
lack of co-ordination between the faculty of Applied 
Science at McGill and the pulp and paper division of 
the Laboratories. We fully appreciate the valuable 
work that has been done with the equipment and funds 
at the disposal of the limited staff of this branch for 
several years but we are certain that it would mean 
dollars to the people of Canada and more efficient 
operation of mills and more complete utilization of 
pulpwood if a director of exceptional ability could have 
been afforded by the Laboratories. Opportunities in­
yestigations in pulp and paper making and cellulose 
chemistry, together with the prohlem of the disposal 
or utilization of mill wastes, arr almost unlimited. 
)fanr of these problems are not verr ur~ent b'ltt th~re 



96 r OLP AND PAPER MAGAZINE February 1), 1922. 

are many others which are pressing for immediate 
solution in order to prevent manufacturing losses, to 
eliminate wastes and to promote more efficient methods 
of manufacturing which would thus put Canadian in­
dustries in a position to compete more effectively with 
the industries in other countries where more attention 
has been paid to scientific developments. 

Canada !has no School of Pulp and Paper Making; 
Canada has not even a single University course in pulp 
and paper manufacture. McGill University and the 
University of Toronto include four lectures on this 
important industry in a series on Industrial Applica­
tions of Chemistry. This is good as far as it goes but 
it does not meet the situation. It is true that indus­
tria.1 development and the perfection of processes in 
volving the natural sciences depends more 'on a thor­
ough knowlpdge of fundamental scientific principles 
than on a superficial knowledge of some particulal' in­
dustry but it cannot be denied that a young man en­
tering the pulp and paper industry as a career will 
/:!,ive more satisfactory service and will be happier in 
his environment if he has had an opportunity of carry­
in/:!' out himsplf on a semi-commercial scale, the various 
onerations of the pulp and paper mill. Such a prac­
tical ]a horatory work should of course, be based on 
an aneOllate course of lectures covering the entire in­
nnstrv. His mm work may be circumscribed. The 
stll(lpnts training should also include study and ex­
ne,.ienpe on the nronerties of cellulose. The class work 
and the experimental laboratory work would naturally 
be most efficiently done at the University but the 
practical operation of mill machinery and the control 
of mannfacturing processes could not be better provid­
en for than at the Forest Products Laboratories. The 
samp man should he in charge of the work at both 
nlacps. Such an arrangement would provide for the 
deVf~lopment of the best trained body of operating 
en/:!,ineers who W011ld be available anywhere during 
the near future. There is certainly no place on this 
(>ont;npnt whprp such combination of facilities is avail­
"h1., ani! with tlie continuation of the plan of thc 
'T'e"hn;l'al Se('tion for placing University studentf; in 
the mills f'lr vacation work, there attaches a purpose­
ful meaning to a University course which is of the 
grpatest benefit to both thc student and the mill. 
It will be remarked that the first purpose of the 

Laboratories is the investigation of the problems as­
sociated with the utilization of timber and that the 
first duty of the University is to train the investigators 
who will attempt to solve these problems. What could 
be more logical or advantageous therefore, than to 
associate these two institutions and conduct the work 
of training and investigating in conjunction 1 At pre­
sent we understand that the investigation of a prob­
lem as a basis for the writing of a thesis is not required 
for graduation in the department of Chemistry al­
though we understand that essays are sometimes writ­
ten on certain phases of industrial work. We believe 

that the young graduate will be far more useful to the 
industry he chooses to connect himself with if he could 
have some training in the ol'ganization and conduct 
of his attack on some industrial problem under the 
direction of a trained research man. Vl c hardly see 
how a young man can otherwise obtain an appreciation 
of the factors involved in industrial operation nor the 
means of obtaining adequate, essential data with the 
least interference with mill operation. The very 
aquaintance he would get with measuring in, truments 
and a bit of pradice in cutting and fitting pipe would 
put the University man on an altogether different and 
better status with the mill man than he enjoys at 
present and his services will be worth far more to his 
employer, 

It seems a shame that for so many years thi' oppor­
tunity of giving students some practical mill work and 
in the development of a course dealing particularly 
with Canada's most important manufacturing industr.v 
has been neglected. Under the direction of a qualified 
research man the work of investigation on many im­
portant problems could he organized in such a way as 
to collect the necessary data and at the same time give 
the students experience in the organization and inter­
pretation of re, earch work and the operation of pulp 
and paper mill equipment. Such an opportunity as 
the present close association between the Universit~, 
and the Laboratories offers would he entirely 10, t and 
without any compensating gain if the Lahoratorie, wel'e 
moved elsewhere. The idea of divided services is proh­
a bly a bugaboo that has tended to scare the Forestn' 
Branch from co-ordinating the work in both institutions 
under one man but there was a very succes. fu1 prece­
dent for such divided services in the experience of the 
first Superintendent of the Laboratories who at the 
same time was also editor of the Pulp and Paper Mag­
azine and secretary of the Canadian Pulp and Paper 
Association. The work of the Laboratories is now too 
hig for the superintendent to hold another position at 
the same time but the work in the Pulp and Papel' 
division could not only be carried on simultalleo1U;l.\' 
with teaching at the University, hut such a ('omhinatioll 
would hc a distinct advantage to both institutions and 
an UJl(lualified advantage to the student and tllC ill­
dustry with which he would later be connected. 

No, 1\11'. Stewart, please don't move the Forest Prod­
ucts Laboratories of Canada to Ottawa or anywhere 
else until you have an institution as good as McGill 
t:o connect it with. hnt rather get together with t11(' 
University faculty and work out some means for closer 
cooperation. 

To tr:v to make others comfortable i, the onlv wa,' 
to get comfortable onrselves, and that comes pa~tlv of 
not being able to think so much about ourselves '~hen 
"'e are 11elping 0ther people. 

The world does not owe any man a living but every 
man owes the world a life, 



The Possibilitieo of Co-oper tion et e n 

the Forest ~oducts Labor tories of Canada and kGill University. 

,. 
1. The importance of the F.P.L. as a technological institution. 

(a) For at products, as national resource, are second in 

importance to egrlcul tu re only. 

(b) Some of the largest Canadian industries (e.g., 1umber, pulp, 

paper, building, ood-]roducts etc.) are dependent upon forest 

'products for their chief ra 1 materieJ.s. 

(c) Canada is the largest timber and pulp producing country within 

the BritiSh Empire. 

(d) The orld is usins ~ood faster than ever before and much 

faster than it can be grouno The proper uti11zatlon of ood 

is one ~ans of counteracting the inevitable shortage. 

(e) Very little scientific study h s been devote to wood as com­

pare Ui th other materi 1s. 

(f) The F.P.L. have valuable equipment for scientific and technical 

research into woOd and ood-products. They have instruments 

for investigating the chemical and physical n ture of oods, 

machines for testing the strength of timbers, plant for methods 

of preserVing timber. plant and apparatus for making pUlp and 

a fine paper machin specially rranged for e erimental ork. 

A library of books nd p riodlcals relating to the utilization 

of forest products is kept abreast of the world's kno~ledge of 

suoh subjectso 

The staff is familiar with the problems offered by the work 

and have no some experienoe in dea.ling t7i th them. 
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2. The possibilities of co-operation. 

(a) Alrea~ the F.P.L. receive valuable assistance from the Univer­

sity - first, by the prOVision of premises at 700 University 

~treet; second, by the use of the testing 1 boratory in the 

E~ineerlng Building. In the 2atter inst noe the staff of 

the F.P.L. have the occasional-use of the college machines for 

epec! 1 work. 

(b) In the past the staff of the F.P.L. has prOVided 1 cturers for 

special courses at the University. The special kno ledge 

possessed by members of the staff Should make this feature a 

valuable one to the Univarsityo The folloiing scientific 

and technological courses might be given by the aid of the 

staff of the FoP.L. 

l~ To botanists, architects and engineers:- lectures on the 

structure of wood, on the phySical characters of wood, on 

the mechanical properties of 7ood, on the oauses and 

prav€ntion of decay of wood, on the methods of preserving 

timbers. 

2. To chemist~ and chemical engineers:- leotures on the manu­

facture of pulp and paper, leotures on the chemistry of 

wood and other sources of cellulose, methyl aloohol, acetic 

acid etc. 

More than leotures might be provided and the excellent equip­

ment available for the use of a Pulp and EBper Sohool would 

perh ps be a considerable factor in decidin upon the founda-

tion of such e. de]?artment. By coming to an arrangement by 
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hieh the ehie£ of the Division of Pulp and Paper in the 

F.P.L. Should also direot the instruotion in the Pulp and 

Faper School it should be possible to seoure the best man 

avai lab 1 u1thout either the Gover.nment or the University 

paying a large amount. Separately, neither is likely to 

offer an amount hioh ould oompere favourably with the 

salary 7hich such a man could obtain in the industry. 

Some of the students attending such a course in pulp and 

paper could be absorbed by the laboratories. 



llemo randur.J.:- Cooperation with McGill University 

Subjectz in which the Forest Products Laboratories 
might assist. 

Applied Science 

Engir:eering: 

Strength of materials 
Structures 
Testing methods peculiar to timber 
Wood Preserv~tion 
Selection of materials 

Chemic~l Eneineering: 

Pulp and Paper 
Chemistry af wood 
Wood distill Ation 

Archi tccture 

Selection of r.J.aterials 
Special constructions 
Prevention of decay by suitable des~gn 
Preservative tre tr.J.cnts 
Wood fini sh 

Phynic s: 

Hygroscopicity of wood and relation to atmosphere 
Kiln-drying 

Wood structure 
Physics and chcmistry of wood 
Wood-destroying fungi (Pathology of wood) 



CANADIAN PACIFIC RAILWAY COMPANY 

OFF I CE OFTHE PRES I DE N T 

MONTREAL l1'ovember 1st, 1921. 

General Sir Arthur Curl"ie, G.e •. i.G. ,K.C.B. , TJL.D ., 
Principal, 

McGill University, 
11 0 n t I' e a 1. 

My dear Sir Arthur: 

I have carefully read the memoranda and 

correspondence contair.ed in your file relative to the 

threatened transference o~ the Forest Products Laboratories 

from Montreal to Ottawa. It would be a great pity if 

these laboratories were transferred as it is apparent that 

the same work cannot be done at Ottawa or such work as is 

done cannot be as well done as would be the case in con-

junction with the University and with the utilization of 

the University's other facilities and staff. I doubt 

very much whether any ilJ1J!1ediate move will be made but I 

would suggest that you drop a note to Sir James Lougheed 

stating that before anything definite is decided upon you 

desire that yourself and myself should have the opportunity 

of disclosing all the facts to him. It is more than 

probable that you .. / ill receive an irm .ediate answer to the 

effect that nothing will be done until after the elections. 

This, in the Circumstances, satisfactory. 
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Rerbert Marler, Esq., 
701 Trsnsportatlo~ ~uilding, 
Montreal. 

Dear Ur. Marler:-

ootober 
~1nete nth 

1922. 

I thank you for your letter of the 
17th of October re the Forest Produots Laboratorle • 

For your in~ormation I may say that 
a oommittee of the Pulp and Paper industries i 
meeting a oommitt e of oGil1 U~ivorsity, with a vie 
to ascertain how this U~iverAity can best serve that 
in uatry. The fate of the Forest PrOdtlcts Laboratories 
ls associated ~ith that meeting. 

I muy say that all the Pulp and Paper 
people are firmly of the opinion that thee Laloratoriea 

~ should be loft whore they ar and also that otta 8 is 
the last plno on carth where they should be plaoed. 
You probably kno Mr. Cbanoon of the Laurentide Company. 
He f an 1y and pOSit! ely states that if the Laboratories 
ar moved to Ottawa th y will be ~o us ~hatever to the 
Pulp and Paper industry. 

I thank you £or the. assuranoe (really 
not neoessary) that roe can allays look to you for 
assistanoe in any reproscntat1ons we mtly make to the 
Government. 

, Yours faithfully, 

Principal. 



HERBERT MARLER 701 Transportation Building, 
Montreal, 17th October 1922. 

Sir Arthur 'l. Currie, G.C.Ll.G.,L..C.B.L.L.D., 
Principal of .IcGi11 Uni versi ty, 
Sherbrooke Street Hest, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Dear Sir Arthur, RE FOR~ST PRODUCTS LABORATORIES: 

In this matter the Honourable Charles 

Stewart now advises me under date the 21st of September last 

that the question of Forest Products Laboratories in llont-

real is receiving further consideration seeing that Mr.Beatty 

has advised the Government that the Governors of McGill Uni-

versity are prepared to provide accomodation and facilities. 

I wrote you in this matter on the 6th of September last. 

Lr. Stewart's letter above referred to 

of the 21st of September last was received at my office during 

my absence, hence my reason for not having attended to it ear-

lier. 

If I can be of further help or service to 

you in this matter do not hesitate to commruld such help_ 



APSG:lIC. 

) 

Ronourabl Charles stewart, 
M1nister of The Interior, 
ottawa. 

Dear Sir:-

September 
Fifth 
1922. 

I acknowledge reoeipt of your letter 

of August 29th addressed to the Prinoipal. ~ir Arthur 

has left for the lest and will not be baok before the 

1st of October. 

Since the matter you speak of 

however. appears to be urgent I have sent a oopy of 

your letter to Mr. E. " .Bea t .ty, the Chancellor of the 

University. and you may expect to hear from him within 

the next few days. 

Yours faithfully. 

. Secretary. 



HERBERT MARLER 

701 Transportation Building, 
Montreal, 6th September 1922 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., LL.D., 
Principal of McGill University, 

Sherbrooke Street .est, 
Hontreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, RE FOREST PRODUCTS LABORATORIES: 

On the 9th of August last I wrote you in 

connection with this matter. I also wrote to the Honourable 

Charles Stewart, Minister of the Interior. 

was out of town. on a visit to the .lest. 

He at that time 

He has now written me under date the 29th of 

August last giving various reasons as to why he thinks it would 

be better to move the laboratories to ottawa. Ee did say how-

ever in his letter that after conSidering the whole matter he 

came to the conclusion that if IJcGill was prepared to assure 

him that a suitable building would be provided, rent free, he 

was willing to submit for consideration that action towards re-

moval be deferred for the time being. 

furnish the building required. 

Apparently UcGill cannot 

I have written again to .1r. Stewart saying that 

while I am not convinced that his reasons are conclusive to the 

extent that the laboratories would be better in ottawa than Mc-

Gill, because in my opinion they would be better at McGi11 , never­

theless I presume that great weight requires to be given to his 

various reasons. 
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Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.O.I.1.G., K.C.B., LL.D., 6th September 1922 

Needless to say if I can be of further service in 

this matter to you please do not hesitate to command such ser-

vice. 

Yours sincerely, 



APSG:KC. 

E. • Beatty, Esq., 
President, Canadlan Pacific Railway, 

"Montreal. 

Dear Mr. Beatty:-

September 
Fifth 
1922. 

FOREST PRODUCTS LABORATQ~IES. 

I enclose oopy of a letter addressed 

to the Principal by the Hon. Charles ste.art. whtoh I 

think probably needs immediate attention. 

In view of the attitude taken by the 

Board of Governors at its last meeting i~ regard to this . 
matt9r, being suoh &S to indioate that they would like 

to see these Laboratories remain connected with KcGill, 

I thought that possibly you might be wi11ing to say at 

this ttme that the University was prepared to furnish 

proper aooommodation for them. 

I have written to Mr. st •• art toda7 

aoknowledging receipt of h1s letter and stating that he 

might expeot to hear from you in the oourse of a few daJ8. 

" Mr. "Lawrenoe'8 estimate for the ooat of 

~ furn1shing the aooommodation in question has bee~ held up 

pending the return of the GOTernment Superintendent here. 



E. • Beatty, Es~. - 2 -

I believe he is expeoted this week. loan, however, 

give you an approxi ate figure within a f days. 

Yours faithfully. 

Searetary. 



Sir 

Otta1m, Ontario I 
August 29th. 1922. 

DeC'.!' Sir •• rthur Currie,-

Upon nw return to t le City, I have 
1 ~d placed bci.'o~'c r!'.e ;-yrour co:'respondemce relat.ive to 
the rO!'loval of t.e .o_oost Products Laboratories from 
rDntreal to Ottui.a, and I note that the l~Gill University 
is ID1able to provide, rent free, suitable accommodation 
for these Laboratorios. 

It is regrettable that you uppear to 
be unable to secure p_'oper accoL'l:~od"'"t,io. I he.ve 
been holding space hore for S orne considerable tir:19 a-'rE\,i tine; 
your decision, and I fear I shall havo to gtve the Public 

or:.;:s Depart::-.ont an a."1S;70r in the very near future. 
Orring to the inadoquacy o1~ the buildinG on your promise::> 
and the sorious co~~itions it is in at the p~osent time, 
I fear that it r.ill be neces sary for !lV Dep<:.rt:.ont to 
take action us indicated. 

Beliove :ne, 
Yours faithfull- , 

&~~ 
rthur Currio, G.C •• ~.G., K.C.B., 

Principal, !~Gill University, 
.lontreal. 

/ 



H ERBERT MARLE R 701 Transportation Building, 
Uontreal, 9th August 1922. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.1.f.G. ,K.C.B.L.L.D, 
Principal of McGill University, 
Sherbrooke Street West, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

In reference to my letter to you of the 1st 

of August instant as I indicated therein I wrote to the Hon­

ourable Charles Stewart respecting the matters referred to in 

such letter. I now have a reply from the Minister's Secretary 

acknowledging my letter and stating that my representations 

will be brought before him on his return from the West. The 

Secretary encloses a copy of Mr. Stewart's letter to you of 

the 29th of June last the contents of which you had already 

placed before me. 

I will follow this matter up and will be very 

glad if you will keep in touch with me so that I can render you 

all possible service. 

sincerely, 



HERBERT MARLER 

Sir Arthur /Currie, L.O.B., 
Principal of McGill University, 
Sherbrooke Street West, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

701 Transportation Building, 
Montreal, 1st August 1922. 

Dear Sir Arthur, RE FOREST PRODUCTS LABORATORIES: , 

In this matter I acknowledge the receipt 

of your letter of the 14th of July last,which reached me only 

this morning,enclosing copy of letter written under like date 

to the llinister of the Interior. 

I remember the conversation between the 

Minister of the Interior, Dr. Ruttan and yourself at Ottawa 

last May. 

Although fear I cannot persuade the 

Minister otherwise I am writing to him in an attempt to con­

Sider the position of the McGill University in this matter 

and asking his assistance. 



o-tt~ Ta, Ontario , 

July 20th . 1922. 

Sir -

In the nbsence of the Eonou~~ble lr . 
stermrt , I bog to a.c..:noyrleuGo t~1e l'ecoipt of your 
l'Jtter of t: 0 J.l:.tL instf'.nt ·';it . reGard to the Forests 
Products Labora.tories . 

In order t av your reprosentations r.ay 
be iv-en att.ention, I Uf'. referrinG your letter to too 
Deputy ~.inister of the Interior, .5.' • •. • "7 . C017 . 

Yours faithfully , 

K ft.a.e~' '=~~ 
cf" -

J .E .FEnthcr ... ton, 
Frivate Secretary. 

Sir Arthur Currie , G . C .~! .G ., K. C. u ., LL .D., 
Principal , . ~Gill UniversivY , 

11 0 n t rea. 1 . 



orrTA A Ontario 
26th Ma,T , 9?2. 

My dear .3ir Arthur , -

'ith further reference 
to my letter of the 16th instant , if you v"ill 
let me know your decision in reP.ard to the 
nrovision of' a sui table bnilding, rent free 
tor the _~orest Products Laboratories in Mon! real , 
I , ill send Mr . Finla"lTson at once to insnect 
the buildine. . 

Yours faithfully , 

-C~~!/ 

Sir Arthur Currie , CT. C.d. G. , K. C.B., LL. D., 
P r i n c i p a 1, 

[cGill Unl versi ty , 
ontreal. 



y de&r Sir .H.rthur ,-

Adverting to our recent interview res­
pecting the proposal to remove the j:i'orest Products Labora­
tories from Montreal to Ottawa, I would point out that while 
there are stron~ administrative reasons why the laboratories 
should be located at ottawa, nevertheless ln view or the 
renresen ta tions which you have made I vTould be prepared to 
submit lor the consideration of my colleagues a suggestion 
that action be deferred for the tlme being if I Imd some 
definite assurance that we would be provided inrnediately with 
a suitable building in ~ontreal. As laatters stand now the 
building in which the Laooratories are housed is in such a 
poor state of repair that the lives of the employees (ire en­
dangered and we cannot assume responsibility for what might 
transpire. The building cannot be nut in a saf e condltion 
and some other building will have to be provided. 'l'here is 
a suitable building available in Ottawa. 

. . In order that you may know just what i~ 
needed I am sendIng down .)TIe of uur youne- men Jllr. ~. H. Pln­
layson, who is aware of all the negotiatlons that have taKen 
p~ace respecting t}~is subject, and he will tell lOU just what 
Klnd of a buildlng is needed to nronerly house tne lXI.boratories. 
le will expect to get this building~ free of charge. 

• 1 ' " Yours faithfully, 
Slr Artnur Currle, 1.1'. C • LvI. G. ,K. C.B. ,L1. D. . 

Principal ' ~ 
McGill University, Y .fJ -. // 

ontreal. ~~ It 
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CANADA 

Ottaw~, .F8()ruary 'Z1, 19:2. 

8ir Art ,.1ur Jurrie, G.C.:.:.G. ,K.C.B. ,LL.D. 
_rincilal, :~cGil.l. University, 

"';ontr'Jal, . (''1 . 

L'~Y d:lar :;i r J"rtllur:- 'te .l! orast "Droducts T,a.bor~tori.~ s 

Upon recei .t of you.r letter of the h:th 

inst&nt, I i::'!l!nediataly ::Ol:l!luni~ated \Vi th .. :r. StelHlrt, tl~e 

"inister of the Interior, respacting' its reprcsentt..tions 

concerning the removal of the forest products laboratories 

from :Jontr~al to Otta.wa. I enclose for your _erusal the 

comnunic~tion I received from him in reply. J"s mentioned 

in the concluding rn-roe-ra h of thi s letter, bafore taking 

final nction in this matter, .:r. St:3',';art \vil1 be Ileased 

to ~arefu.ly consider an' re~resentations vhi~h you may 

Vlisn to make or have :n&da on behalf of .':cGill University. 

I might say that I would have fo~vardJd 

the enclosed lettGr to you before this, had it not been 

tha.t I had all a.long been hO.l.ing that I J'lig t hava an early 

chance of seeing a !ld conversing wi th you in J,~ontrecl. 

':lhere are other letterz which I have re~eivad from you 

of whi ch I have sent no acknowl edge mm t but for whi ch 
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I wish to thank you. This I i~d hop~d to be ablo to do 

vitile in .. !on tr'~ r 1 tOiay • Unfortunately, th3 nature of 

my engc..gements ~rov8d to b3 su~h that I fc.il')d a.ltog~ther 

to find tho frge moment in which to call upon you. As a 

conseqU!Plce, I am sending this lettdr by \lay of 9Xl'lanc.tion, 

dictating i t .. bJ the way- on my way oack to at tawa from 

r.lontrea.l, wh:mce I took 1r. Stewart's letter to show to you. 

You will, I D.."TI SU!"9, be the fi' st to appreciato 

th~ greut pressure of work I have been under since the 

change of Ad~nistrc.tion. ~his alone accounts for the de-

.ul orable state of muC.i1 of my corrasl,ondence. Particu3.rly 

do I wish to thank you for the more tha r! kind l8tter which 

.!: receiv d from you ili thin a day or two after the eeneral 

elections. It was ono of a few letters to which I hoped 

to be able to reply by r~nd , but the moment of leisure 

essentl~l to even so slight a recognition of a great kind-

ness has thus far failed to l)r~sellt i ts~lf. Under the 

circumstances , I can onlJ ho e that you Hill pardon this 

long deluy in an ex~ ression of thanks whl ch I can assure ;you 1 s 

very since r ely and dee~ly felt . 

I w~s pleas8d to see th:lt you ha.ve 

recently bJe!l slAmding a day or two with .!r . Rockefoller, Jr., 

new York. I VIi sh I might have slillred som8 ""ortion of that .. 



vi si t wi tr. you. You vould, I am sure, gre' tly ~n~oy r:r. 

~Ock9fellar's company. Fe is one of the best me~ I know, 

a ,d I have yet to find a.y ona who mow L.!TI at ~ll i:L.O does 

not antert~in th;; gr-3atest adnliratiol1 for him. 

Thi s is a ra.mblIng sort of letter a.nd <1r.ything 

but of 'i cial in its -In r<:1cter. I trust, howev ~r, t'l'3 e ~losure 

rr;ay serve to brinE; the <.:a.ssur~.nJ9 you desir3d \Vi th resI-€ct to 

t:J.e removal of the forest products laboratories, and t 3 let:er 

i tS-3lf some :..p Jreciatiou of, and what: feel I 0;0;:' to_r:a~y 

t !.oug .tful ~ourtesies on your .It..rt . 

Wi t .. kindest regard.s, 

Yours very sinJert31y, 

~, . -



011T' .. " 
- t6t~ February , 1922. 

My dear rIme Minister , -

I here' i th return the 1 et ter 
of Sir Arthur Currie, res.P8cting the removal of t . e Forest 
Produ ts Lab ora tori es from Mon treal to Otta1·'a, and in this 
connection would say tha t these labora tories , which are 
entirely under the airection of the Forestry Branch of this 
Department ere started in a building at 700 University Place , 
loaned to us by the ~cGill authorities . The building was 
not an ideal one for our 'Ourpose but we ere allowed to 
utilize certain equipment in other buildinR'S belonp,ing to 
the Univers~ty a~d had, th~ ben~~it o~ the U~iversity Library 
and the adVIce of the ulcGlll Unl verSI tv staf f • . 

I am enclosin~ you herewith , a 
memorandum showing the changes which have taken n:iace in the 
staff of the Laboratories SInce they were started. It has 
been extremely difficuJt for us to hold 8Uod men on account 
of the nrosperi ty of the nulp and paper Indus try 'hich enabled 
commerical concerns to nay much hikher salaries than we could 
hope to offer. Similar laooratorles orgdnizing in other 
countries also paid higher sal,.ries . As fast as a man Droved 
his \'iorth he 'Ivas snanped up by some other organiza tion Hnd so 
the Laooratories became more or less disorg~nized although 
I!l8rked im~rovement has been effected since i r. Kynoch, ~ne 
present.Superintendent, took charge,.as the general ~usIness 
aepresslon makes the Govermnent serVice ~ore attractive than 
t " 1 _ormer y . 

There were severA.l reasons why 
the Department deci ded to T!lO~Te the Lab ora torie s to at tawa . 

Hon . N. 1. Mackenzi eKing, C .Ilti . G. , .A . , LL . B. , 
Prime Minister , 

Otte.wa . 

In the -



-?.J"'" 

In the first place the 
advanta,;>e of havins- the research laboratories in close 
touch wIth the adIlllnis tra ti ve offices iR apparen t. The 
live ideas upon hlch research is based as a rule emanate 
from the adInlnistrative 0 'fice s \ ho are h,mdling the 
current busi~ess . It is difficult to maintain a personal 
touch 'hen the organizations are senarated and it is hard 
to keen an organization intact when~it is separated from 
the udIDini stra ti ve control . . 

In the second place the build­
ing in which the Laboratories are housed has eotten into 
such a Door state of repair that it is Dositively unsafe 
to continue there any loneer. The development of the 
laboratories is hamnered throu~h lack of nrODer quarters . 
There is a sllitableLbuilding available in"Ottaia . 

Thirdly , the v.ork of the 
Laboratories has now reached a point here the benefits to 
be der i ved from consul ta ti on I i th the staff of !cGill Uni ­
ver si t v and the Uni versi ty Lib rary are ou twei[Shed by the 
advantages that ~lould accrue from more ready contact ith 
the admInis tra ti ve offic rs in at tawa . 

Pourthly , 'V,e are not a~are 
that many of the students of the University are profiting 
to any great degree by the fact that the Laboratories are 
located adjacent to the University . 

Fifthly The Cabinet Ninisters, 
Sen tors , 1 embers of Parliament and t~e o.Lficials of Gove:rn­
ment Departments are vi tallv interested in Research and -~'Tlll 
welcome an opnortuni ty of nersonal contact 'Vii th those engaged 
in this very important work. 

ThIS matter was carefully con­
sidered oy my predecessor who aDDl~ved the Departmen~al view 
Hov~ever., I am \ ni te nrepared to hear anv representatIons that 
Sir Artnur Uurrie or anyone representing the Universit~ may 
care to advance . 

Y,mrs fai thful 

~~ 
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PULP AND PAPER AT McGILL. 
It is hardly more than once in a lifetime that an op­

portunity like the present comes to a University for 
establishing a work that will have such a wide influence 
as would the establishment of a course in pulp and 
paper making at McGill University. There is no edu­
cational institution on t.he continent better provided with 
equipment for all the work properly iucident to uch 
a course, as thc well-known university so ably presided 
over by the world renowned Gen. Sir. Arthur Cunie. 
It would be but another instance of Sir Arthur's fore­
sight and initiative to recommend and assist ill the 
establishment of Canada's first school of pulp and paper 
manufacture. There is no industry in Canada which 
would profit more from a specialized course of this 
character and there is none better able or more in­
clined to give willing and helpfnl co-operation. 

'1'he present is the most opportune time that ('ould 
possibly be con(;E'ived. The announcement has just bE'en 
made of the munificient bequest of Mr . E. B. Eddy 
in the E'stablishment of a chair of Industrial Chemi. try, 
with particular reference to the working out of prob­
lems in the pulp and paper industry. There i. no name 
in Canadian Industry morE' highly respected than that 
of the man who established and built up the great manu­
facturing enterprise at Hull, a name that is known the 
world over as a manufacturer of pulp and paper, 
matches, lumber and numerous other articles produced 
from wood. It is natural and fitting then, that the 
Mrs. E. B. Eddy chair should carry wi.th the obligation 
that the endowment should be devoted particularly to 
the study of problems and giving instruction in sub­
jects connected with wood and its utilization. There 
are few chemical industries in Canada that do not in 
some way touch upon the chemistry of wood so that this 
subject becomes very near being the keynote of indus­
trial chemistry in Canada. Certainly the pulp and 
paper industry, apart from the source of this bequest, 
has a proper claim to the major activities of such a 
professorship. There are few lines of industrial act­
ivit which hold greater promise of development or 
which have greater need for high class research work 
than is to be found in the many problems confronting 
those interested in the products of the forest. The~E' 
problems range all the way from many puzzling points 
in the fundamental chemistry of the wood itsE'J f. €'Ven 
g-oing back to the soil and thE' atm()~phere whE'I"E' the treE' 
grows, and on down t'hrough the many processes of 
conversion to the properties of pulp and paper and tW 

elusive molecules of the mysterious substances in the 
waste liquors. Pages can be written simply in the 
tabulation of the problems that are even now pressing 
for solution. It is a curious fact, furthermore, that 
the attack on one problem is almost sure to open up 
three or four more tJhat depend on it and that in some 
('ases must be solved before the original line of re­
search can be followed to completion. 

Instruction in pulp and paper subjects and resear('h 
ill fundamental problems to be most effective, require. 
familiarity with, or expression in terms of mill equip­
ment. The proximity of the well equipped paper mill 
of semi-commercial size at the Forest Products Labo­
ratories of Canada which are housed in McGill property, 
furnish unsurpassed opportunities. Besides thE' paper 
making equipment already installed and only occasion­
ally used, there was recently built an additional build­
ing designed to accomodate two digesters, one for pulp 
making by acid processes, and another for alkaline 
processes. Specifications were worked out for this 
equipment through the cooperation of the advisory 
committee to the laboratories appointed to the Tech­
nical Section of the Pulp and Paper Association so that 
the apparatus could be ordered and installed without 
delay. In fact, it is understood that there has been an 
appropriation of the Dominion Trusty Branch for this 
purpose. 

Mention was made in these columns last week of the 
desirability of a closer cooperation between the Uni­
v('rsity and the Laboratories and now that the announce­
ment has been made of t/le endowement of the Mrs. 
E. B. Eddy Chair, it seems that nothing. hould stand 
in the way of working out an arrangement that would 
he most beneficial to all parties. 



R. F. RUTTAN. DlRECTOR 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF CHE.nSTRY 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
principal, 

MONTREAL. 

McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

4th arch, 1922. 

I read with a great deal of pleas-

ure and satisfaction the Premier's letter to you 

regarding the Forest Products ~aboratory, and par­

ticularly his postscript. 

The Minister of the Interior has 

evidently obtained his information from the 

Deputy, and, in reply to his arguments, I may 

state briefly. first, that there has never been 

any obvious disadvantage to the Department by 

having the Forest Products Laboratory in Montreal. 

In the past this has been a research organization 

and has shown a high degree of efficiency, higher 

than any Department in ottawa with the exc&ption, 

perhaps, of the Mines Branch in the Department of 

the Interior. Secondly, the buildings are unsuit-

able but could be made thoroughly efficient by the 

expenditure of less money than would be required 

to adapt 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF CBE)lISTRY 

R. F. RUTTAN. DIRECTOR 

Sir Arthur 0urrie, 2. MONTREAL, ..,. - ; - 22. 

to adapt the huge storage shed proposed for the 

use of the Laboratory in Ottawa. It is of 

great advantage to the industry to have the For­

est Products Laboratory so intimately associated 

with the Faculty of Applied SCience, as it thus 

directs of students to this field of industry and 

ensures a continuous supply of well trained men. 

Suggestions regarding research and investigations 

for the Forest Products Laboratory do not come from 

the officials of the Government, but from the in­

dustries and many of them from the members of the 

University staff. 

It would be a great pleasure to me 

to assist you in any way towards keeping the Forest 

Products Laboratory in Montreal and bringing it into 

even closer relation to the University than it is at 

the present time. 

RFR/ JH 

Sincere ly your:;j' /.f.. / _---~;:>':7" 
/ ~:7r UL.L ~L.,;"----

P.S.:- I am returning you the Premier ' s letter. 



ir Lomer Ij() in. 
nep~rtment of Ju tice, 
otta 8.. 

e r "ir Lo •• r:-

ebruary 
Fourteenth 

19~.z. 

I am attac ine here ith a copy 
of El. letter ~hich I h ~e today forwarded to the 
Pri e inister. 

It ie sel~-explanatorYt but I 
ould like if you 0 Id use our influence to 

see that this ~o est _roduots Laboratory is not 
mov to otta.a until ~r. Ee ttyand I hnve had 
an opportunity of plaoi~ all the faots 1n 
co~~ection there Ith before the Gov~~ment. 

I mfY say that the 0 rd of 
10vernors of :cJ.ill TT111veroi ty h ve lately 
·ive..., their <~pproval of the establis ant of 
a ahair of Industrial Chemistry. This new 
De rtme~t ill be presided over by a man hose 
speo1alty runs to ood ohemistry. and it was 
o r hope to . or i~ very close liaison ~ith 
the· ore .... t Prod let ,. _ oratory. 

Yours f.it. full~, 

• 



SECRETARY AND BURSAR'S OFF~CE. 

APSG:C 

Dear .Mr. Kynock: 

I 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL. 

April 
First 
1922. 

I am enclosing copy of a letter which I have 

received from our Superintending Engineer, from which it will 

be seen that it is quite unsafe for anyone to occupy your 

present premises. Regardless of all legal responsibility, the 

University cannot afford to have this building occupied in its 

present structural condition. 

I am instructed. therefore, to advise you that 

these premises must be vacated at the earliest possible date. 

The University is extremely anxious that the 

laboratories should remain on the college grounds and as close 

to our testing laboratories as possible. The Principal will 

write to the Department of Interior suggesting that some joint 

action should be taken by the Government and the University 

to~rds providing the necessary accommodation for your labora­

tories. 

Yours Sincerely. 

W. Kynock Esq., 
Forest Products Laboratories, 
700 University street, 
Montreal. 

,ne. 

secretary. 
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McGill University 

Montreal, March 29th,l922. 

{re A. P. S. Glassc~, 
Secretary and Bursar. 

Dear Mr. Glassco; 

Re Forest Products Lab'v • 
I made an inspection of the above building 

yesterday and find that there has been a very considerable further 

movement of same during the winter. This movement is very noticeable 

in the bay window of the north east corner which has moved outward, 

in a settlement and side movement of the west ~all. This settlement 

has caused a lot of damage to the plaster walls and ceilings and the 

basement floor has been bulged upward and cracked apparently by the 

movement of the clay forced out by the settlement of the wulls. 

The settlement of this building is not confined 

to any particular section, as one portion will show movement for a 

period, then stay steady for awhile while a movement develops in 

another section, and the movement is also very irregular, sometimes 

a large movement taking place in a short time and in other cases a 

very gradual settlement taking place over a fairly extended period. 

In view of the fact that the building is now 

damaged very extensively, and that further damage is almost certain 

to fOllow, and that the rate of this damage cannot be foreseen there 



-2-

being the possibility of movement occu~ri~~ quite rapidly under 

proper conditions, I would advise that the building be aated and 

the contents removed at the earliest possible date, as no chances 

whatever should be taken by the University of having any accident 

occur. 

In the event of a continued settler1ent of the north east 

corner where the V18.ll is cut up by the bay ,,-dndo 'I, it will probably 

be necessary to demolish the building, as this portion of the wall 

will be in danger of collapsing, and it would not be advisable to 

go to any expense for repairs which while costly would only be of a 

temporary nature. 

Yours truly, 

(signed) WM. D. Lawrence, 

Supt. Engineer. 
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OPPIOESI 
HEAD OFFICE: 

Garden City Prese. GardenvaI .. 
P. Q. Phone : Ste. Annu lSo • 
.1. J. HARP ELL. President and 
Managing Director. In charge. 
A. S. CHRISTIE, Director an4 
Eastern Manager. 

TORO!"lTO OFFICE : 
208 King Street West. Phone: 
Adelaide .. 310. H. W. TROMP­
SON. Director and Western Man­
ager. 
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March 17th 1922. 

From the number of comments we have received on our editorials 
in the Pulp and Paper agazi~e relative to clo~e~ cooperation among t.e 
various parties interehted in the Forest lroducts ~aboratories, WE are 
encouraged to t3.ke another step which we hope will lead to the aCCOffi­
p~ishment of something further along this line. It occurs to us to in­
vite to an informal luncheon Or dinner at the tlniversity Cub, the fol­
lowing ", ersons: 

Yourself, .... ir. E.rI. BeJ.tty ana. Dr. Ruttan from LcGill, .Lir. Stewart 
.Iinister of the Interior, J~. Cory, Deputy I.inister, Ir. ::t.R. Campl>ell, 
Director of the E'orestry Branch, l1r • .lynoch, Supe~intendent Forest Products 
Laboratories, ~r. Cameron, in charge of the Pulp 2nd Paper ~ivlsion. 
Dir. George ./..Ic~ee, .J:'resident and L.r. Beck, secreta"'y, Canadian Pulp and Paper 
Associat ion; l .. r. Bryant, Chairman of the Te chnical Sf ct i on and f orr.1er head 
of t f;' Pulp and Paper Divisionat the F.P.L. together with t:.e acting hlad 
of the council for Scientific and Industrial Research, """"~ ~. ~,..~. 

If there are others whom you think have a very deep i~terest in 
the matter, we should a r preciate having you suggest their names. In order 
to have a tenta~ive date in mind we would su?gest either dinner or luncheon 
on the 31st of I.larch. I am sure that Ur. Cameron would be glad to have tl .. e 
paper machine running on tna day as an interesting demonstration and a 
visit to the laboratories might be made either followin? luncheon or nre-
ceeding dinner. , , 

JNS/BG 
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/ 

, 

J. ~. St.phen8on. Ea 
GardettYale. ue. 

Doar Kr •. Step ert80n:-

• • • 

a...rch 
ent7-1'lret 
1922. ' 

I have your letter of Karoh 
1ft 1~ wh10h you auggeat ~hat a, a informal 
lu,., OlltlOn or d "ner a t the Un1 versi t, "!lub ~h. mu tMr 
of the oloeer eo-eperatlen \etween the Fo~est 
Products La\orator1e8 a~ KOG111 might be dlBO~se4. 

It eertaln17 .o~ld ~e lftte7e8tl~g to 
.. et for Buoh a pe oa8 those whose ,.,tlD8 1'OU Ye • 
me,-tl0 el in 70ur letter. In a4d! tion I :eight sng 6et 
Dr. '&ma, 'be Dean of the 'noultl of pp11e4 So18"ce, 
who, I ,be 118." 116y take the Oha1 nlS ahip of the 

·R,.earob Counoll at ottawa, an4 Prof.~sor F.E. Llo74 , 
P!'Ot •• or ot Jot&q here. profes 01' Llo7d 18 ttee-nl, 
int.re ted 1n wood pro4uote. negard1ag the da\e 
SU8188t". ~h6t would ~. 00 ~,,!ent .for me, bu' I i1", 
that 1Ir. B •• '17. wh_ I ",01114 11ke "77 Roh to ,­
Jl'e.'ft~. ls &W&7 1" Chl~ago "a,,4 -J "ot retu:ns for 
• other·ten d~.. . 

, fAt.. oo8011l4. br thatlkl ng 10u moe t 
elnoerelr ·for the e41torl8J. .hloh JOu ban wr1tkft 
ad ~loh ap,.ared. 1." the P'alp & PaJ-r Uaga~1n •• 

, \ 



obruery 
? e"ty-fifth 

1922. 

J. ~.~tephenson. 31., 
~ditor. Pulp c F per ~agazlne. 

ardenvc.le, ue. 

Dear eir:-

• I r·eP.' to .. Ol{l"1(r, ledge receipt 
of your letter of ebruary 16th enclosin~ a 
copy of the ~ulp ~d aper lagazine, hloh 
hns just arrived. 

I h .vo road the &rticle ~TOU 
_0 tion .ith interest. I h ve al~vady t~ken 
the .otter of the o~est Products Laboratories 
up itl the ~ov~r~m.nt a~d hope to have action 

. deferred uTltil 1 hrve t:\.Tlopportunlty of pre­
se~ti~g the cuse for the UTliverslty. I ah"ll 
le very glad to .ve your co-operatio~. 

T' ~~king you for your courtesy 
in ~e~ai"g e the cQPY of the nga~ine. I am, 

~ver yours fa.~thfu11y. 
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GARDENVALE, Q1U. .l$leb 161;n 1':122. 

Sir Ar1nur Uurrle , 

~c~ill university, 

Dear Sir, 

LU i.Jne ot.aeJ.· par-li of -cnis envelope, yo u 

will Tind a copy OI i.Jhe Pulp ann ~aper ~~gazine ana 

I "think you w ill be in~lierested in "the ar"ticle on 

page ~b. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

11'1111'. alftic,; 

FRANK D, ADAMS., PH.D., DSc .. F.R.S. -DUN 

rtLur Currie , G. e . L . G •• ' •• ,.:B • • 
.?rir.~i ""n: , 

~:rc~:i::'1 TTni 'orsi ty. 

Dea~ 3;r Al'":hur , 

TT 
_~-J . ., 

MONTIUAL Fe"y . 24tL.1922 . 

Dr . Adars as 0 'i~od to ::'eave for O~ta a ye~ternny 

afternoon, but before le:: 'ling h" requested me to send you a copy 

of an ~di torit::.l ~l ich a"ears in the} ul'T) e:. :?aper . 'ar:azine fo~ 

!'ebruur~7 1 ett. . 1922 , .i th ~e::e!',:nce "to +he es~ 1:::1:i s},Y"e:et 0: tb; ::air 

iL !ndustri~l Jhe~istry. I , therefore, beg to enclose herenith the 

copy of the article in question . 

I remain . 

Y DU Tb V --:- "YU I;, , 

1;.~. 



• - ... 

11'1111'. U>lIirr: 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

FRANK D ADAMS PH.D .. D Se .. F.R.B. DUN. MONTREAL Fe ;1. 22nd.1922. 

Si:!' A;-thuT Cu:!'rie , G. C • . -. f'}. , K . C.3 . , 1:-... D' t 

:Orin~i,alt 
.1.:c'}ill 1 ni versi t;;. 

I hea.:!' i:hct ".ithir. t .• e last tyO OT tl:rt1E I1[:'s a 

repr~sen+:ut~ve 0f the ~era:!'tMent of the Interior has been in 

• :.:ontreal a~l~inl: for ton1crs for the re~"o"ral of the Much:"nGr;,', etc., 

of the rarest Iroducts L~~oratory to Ott8~a. T~ey ar8 ev:"~c~tly 

proceedinr: to move in +:he rlU tter of +:he re~~VtA 1 o£ this :-Jubora.+:ory in 

s"rJite of the as~urance "hir:!h v.an riven "':0 you tr.at n0tl.inr- \'\C' .lId be 

dO!l.e until you hud a!l op'r)ortuni ty of i'.iscussing the matter fully 

the Governnent authori+:ips . 

I und.erstand that +jlC ~an t:ho is s-::lp,c-:cd +:0 be 

:ani ster 0: +:!:1e Irte:::oior, unde:::o \ r.ose jurisiiict· on the Forest FroClucts 

Labora t')r-i es ,~oulr1 CDT"le, is !.r. Rtey ur+: fror" Al bArta. ";hen Ur. 

Ste\\art ,~er,t Lack io.: elet:!tion after his al.":roint~ent as l:inibter of 

the InteTior 1.6 lost hi.3 seat,ano ~he (}overnment aTr> no. endetl"Torinr 

to r;e: uDI)-+-}...e'l" seat i'or hin . In t~is ''lay the De:partY"Jel:t iF> lef": 

'lli ~hout 0. r€pulaT ·:in:'stnr nnd a~paren tl; takinC' ad"78ntaeo of this 

fac": the ~eputy .·inis~er (or othcrs) is endeavoriDr to railrond the 

!"lattF~T through and ha c the LI orator;,' ::oroved h.eioTe 8 perT"anent 

~inl' ste~ 1"8 O~~()in+ed - <.O.i! .iJ • • 

I 8l!l obliged. to leu"'o 70T OttUVl8 to- r"'OTTO\'\ afternoon 

t o nttA~d a Meetin~ of the Iasesrch ~ouncil ~hich ~:ll be held in 

Ottm"i8 to- YDo!'r!')," cvenine; and _ :i~ay. anil I nr.l, tllere':()re t IIri tin!! 

this to you so ~hat you May haoo;e irw'ediate kno\\led.n;e 0: ""hat iR 

trans,iring aud t1:e n be in a. posit: on to take the necef;SllTY steps 



bein~ ~~ae at t1e ~resen~ ~ine. 

re!"'1 in 'here ::.~ is, and I ar:: sure +hut -+.:J:c ru1p and. rn,sr interests 

'Iou2.Ci back up any action to keep the luborator"'/l'" ;n rOn~real,seAinr: 
~~ that "hen it once bcco!!Jp.s part of t!.LP. 0,'; v::!. 'Se +'hO~1 et. '" no 

" ~-~. ,JIJ ~ 

lonr,er ta~ce an ~f:icier..t in+:e:-e.,t in the r:ove:'1cnt as "';;-_Sj otl.c:- ,:If'e 

""jrht 'l)c a'le to do if it reJ.au .. ed in :lontreal. 

I rero.in, 

Yours very sin~ere:!.J. 

~ ~aVVJA. 1) . r;...J-.-NJVIl 



PERSONAL 

den! Sir Arthur, 

I have your letter of the 14th 

i~stc.nt, with accompsnying copy of one you 

have addressed to the Prime -':inister, o~ 

the subject of the Forest Products Laboratory. 

I am writing to the Honourable Ur. 

=ing today, asking tr.~t nothi be done in 

the matter until you hfve bad n~ opportunity 

to see him. 

Yours Sincerely, 

-1~~UA~~ 
General, Sir Arthur Currie, 

Principal, ~cGill University, 

T,:ontreal, Q.ue. 



on. . .L. oro.ckenzie -ring, 
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ir: -

ec ru.~ry 
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192~. 

Ore ~ 1 Y th 

• ith t.f.) "'t. • r- • .on. .... J."" 

of . .,., 

1.0 0 Y of 

T 
!.J 0'" to i _. <''I") c· '11 

J.r 

o~ corr~spondence 

• Fo~ er. ',ith 

ro nets 1 or to'riea;; 

tle 

ro u.::ts 

l' t 

incipll' J ~ecretary. 
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GARDEN V ALE, Que. ..larch 23rd 1922. 

Sir Art ~ur Currie, 
Principal, ~cl}1ll Uni versi ty, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir .t1rthur, 

Vi th your le tte r of Unrch 21 st in hand, 
1 ~m very pleased indeed at the cordial reception you have 
given to our suggestion for an inforlllal luncheon. 

I 

It w0:11d be a ple!asure to add the names 
of Dr. Adams and ~rof . Lloyd. I 

If you will be gbod enough to arrange with 
~r. Beatty a time which would be mutually convenient, I should 
be glad to proceed with arrangements as soon as I hear from 
you. I Shall be in new York the week of April lOth however, 
and would appreciate having you keep that in mind. 

& Paper Magazine. 
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Go 

Ive 
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.L. ckenz1 Z1 
iator, 
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r. r1 e iT}i r: -

It cO a·to mw re 
th t t P r t of the ~nterlort or 

epartm&1 t of the GOvernme."t, 18 
te~d re for ths re oval of t oreat 
or or7 fro ~ontr w. to tta a. 

"'0 0 ed 11'1 
."d our olent1f10 

I hould like v ry 

apart ent 
1 0 of oTing 
the old 
uran ~e th t 

to h Te from 
your GOT rnmaT'lt the s me s rcnoe 8 h d from 

otio ould be the old nOverrtmen t, ,., mel)," , tha ?to 
take,., u"tl1 r. e tt7 ,.,4 lD78elf h 
of laoussi." thls -m tter further Ith 

Yours faithf 17. 

Pr 11'lol 1. 

'op ortunlt7 
the ,.overnment 



iaokenzie Y,ing, 
0... CO!.ll!llons, 
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DOD1r r. King: -

• 

. . 

ec be ... 
...,i",}; th 
1921. 

40r the past e1p.ht months there 
have been certain reports of contemplated action 
o~ the p rt of the ~ov ~me t ~e th orest 
Pro nets La oratories, m loerted On Jn1vers1ty 
,..treet here. 

These'" oratories are ituated 
1~ a buildi~g 0 ed by ~e~il1 a~ e al10. them 
to u e certci~ of our machines and 8.paratus In 
the ~cience Euildings. The reports bov referred 

, to indicated th t thore as a movement on foot 
1~ Ott a to move the Laboratories there, an I 
h d ~ S3SU a ce from ~ir J~mes Lougheed that 
Ylo otio." would 0 U: ko"" u-.,t11 he had gi v rr Jr. 
Batty and myself an pportunity to place all 
the f~cts befor hi • 

I do 'riot suppose the Government. 
111 take any defin1te actio on that matter now, 

6Y1 d I ho e th.t Ylbth1n~ 111 re done until the 
~Or Government has time tG co~sider the matter 
i'" ~ll its aspeots. 

Yours f ithfu11y, 

Pr l"cip 1 

/ 





Ottawa, Ontario, 
November 9th, 1921. 

y dear Sir Arthur -

I have your letter of the 2nd 
instant regarding the reIOOval of the Forest 
Products Laboratories. 

No definite decision has been 
given on the subject as yet. The suggestion 
has oeen made that, vdth a view to centralizing 
De~artmental administration, it would be advis­
able to have the Laboratories in Ottawa. I do 
not anticipate any immediate attention being 
given to the subject. I, however, shall be 
most pleased indeed to discuss the matter lith 
Mr. Beatty and yoursel f before anything is done. 

Believe me, 

J~S~i.th~ 

Major General Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M. G., 
K.C.B., LL.D., 

Principal, McGill University, 
M 0 n t rea 1, 

'tuebec. 



R. F. RUTTAN, DUtECTon 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
DEPARTMENT OF CHE~USTRY 

MONTREAL, 14tb November, 1921. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, 

l~Gill University. 

Dear Sir Artnur:-

For your information I am enclosing 

you copy of a letter from the new secretary 

of the Canadian Pulp and Paper Association. 

Ur . Dawe resigned before the last meet-

ing of the Executive. He was s'ecially inter-

ested in the Forest Products Laboratories. I 
• 

do not know this A~. Beck who is now secretary. 

Enclo. 
Letter. 

RFR/JH 

Sincerely yours, 

/ 



.. 0. ,. --
CANADIAN PULP AND PAPER ASSOCIATION 

Br . .H . I' . Rut tan , 
Director ~ept. of Chemistry, 
cGill University, 

Uontreal, Quebec. 

Dear Dr. Ruttan, 

Drummond Building, 
Montreal, November 11th, 1921. 

The Subject of your letter of 
November 8th. was brought before our Executive at 
their meeting on Wednesday and was given due consid­
eration but no action was taken there on. The con­
census of opinion seemed to be that the ultimate 
fate of the Forest Products Laboratory is bound up 
with the plan to establish a central Industrial 
Research Institute and that since our organization 
has definitely pledged support to the latter pro­
posal it might not be advisable for it to take 
sides on the question of the removal of the labor­
atory to ottawa. The members, of course, are en­
tirely in sympathy in with your views as to the de­
sirability of making the Laboratory more effective 
and since you believe that that can only be accom­
plished by keeping it in Montreal they are, I be­
lieve, to that extent in smypathy with you. How­
ever, they did not authorize any action, favorable 
or otherwise. 

Yours very truly, 

CANADIAN PULP AND PAPER ASSOCIATION. 

(Sgd. ) Edward Beck 

Secretary. 

EB-M 



MINISTER'S OFFICE 

Sir Artlur ri ~ 
Preeid nt, 

cGill .iv r ity, 
ol'ltreal, U. 

Dear ~ir Arthur:-

CANADA 

I hav your of th 

OTTAWA 

"tiO 00-0 eration b teen uh For st P duo"tie Laboratori 

of Cana a an HoGili Jn1 v r ity. 

I d et tn: an 

of an authoritative ~ind until th 

t l.me to i"th this there t er. 

o r very truly ~ 
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MINISTER'S OFFICE 

Sir Artnur Currie , 
McGi11 Uni ver si 1; y , 
Montreal, Que. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

CANIJ<.DA 

c 
OT'TAWA 

June 2nd>l92l. 

I have to thank you for your letter 

of the 1st, witn respect to the Forests Products 

LaboratorieJ. 

I V"".I.11 give my attention to this 

matter as soon as we have got'ten tlu'ough with the 

business of the Houae. 

Yours very truly, 

~ 2lF" £/:U4-



De r ir ;zeor 

letter 
r ov 1 
o et 

• 0 ~ r, .a.: • ••. c •• 
n Co ree, 

o t r:-

gree·. 

m a 
the 
or tries 

·nl er ity. 

Until the see rob Institute 1s 
establ1 hod a Otta a I oI1ave the orest Produots 
LaboratorIes will do atter ~ork 11' left bere they 
ar, and I leliave the 'ul an aper 1 dustry 111 
agree Ith e in t Is. 

1t kIn a t 109 rAs. I am, 

ours al thfulll. 
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DEAN F. D. ADAMS, SC.D. , LL.D., F .R.S. 
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FOR 
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HON. REC. SEC. 

ottawa, 28th May , 1921. 

Sir Arthur Currie , 
Princi pal , McGill University , 

Montreal , P. Q. , 

My dear Si r Arthur :-

For your information , I am enclosing 
a letter which I have just received from Sir George 
Foster , gi ving us the unpleasant news that the 
Department of Forestr y purpose! transferring the 
Forest Products Laboratory to Ottawa. This is the 
irst I have heard of this. I am enclosing, also , 

my reply to Sir George . 

I am , 

Very sincerely yours , 

Administrative Chairman. 

RFR/EMcC 



Dept.or Trade & Commerce. 

Minister's Office. 

Dr. H. F. Rattan, 
Research Coancil, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

Dear Dr. Rattan,-

Ottawa. 

May 25th, 1921. 

I enclose a let~er from Mr. J.~.Hanter 

whicn will explain itself. I woald like to have yoar 

views in respect to thi~ matter, particalarly as to what 

co-operation coald be had Detween ~ne laboratories 

referred to and the Research Institate. 

As it seems tney are to be removed from 

~ne McGill university ~ailding, and established in ottawa, 

the qaestion arises on two pOints, first, as to wne~her 

any or all of ~he work done at present by these laDor­

atories is necessary to tne departmental work, and 

secondly as to whetner the wnole or main part of the 

work coald be De~ter d0ne in connection with the 

Research Institate. 

Yoars very traly. 

(dgd.) George E. Foster. 



Office o:t' t.be Depllty Minister 
Qttawa. 

Department of Pllblic Works. 

May 12th, 1921. 

Dear ~ir ~eorge:-

There has Deen correspondenoe between 
the Department of Interior and this Department on the 
sllbject of transfer of tne Forest Prodllcts Laboratories 
from two of the McSill University Buildings, Montreal to 
a sllitable building in Ottawa. ~he removal of tne special 
and expensive machinery connected With the ~esearch Branch 
referred to is a mat~er of sllch importanoe tnat oefore 
taking any de:1'inite action in this matter, this Department 
desires to ascertain whether the orest Prodllcts Research 
will in any way co-operate or De connected with a Research 
Branoh that it is llnderstood is anollt to be established 
unaer the Department of 'frade and Commerce. 

YOllrs very trllly, 

(~gd.) J. ~. Hunter, 

Depllty Minister. 

Right Hon. 3ir Geo. ~. ~oster, ~.~.M.~.t 
Minister Of Trade and Commerce, 
Ottawa, Ont. 


