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By dear Dr. Tory.

I am so grateful to you for your kind letter and
enclosure, i.e copy of a letter writien to Dr. Bibbert, and
I hasten to explain what happened.

1aid off work Tor the last two weeks,

wag in bed with a throat infection which

rable.During the oarly pert of my con-
valesesnce. Hibbert came in to see me, and showed me & letter
which I m &y not have read cerefully enough, and 1 certainly
was not in any condition, perhaps. to think accurately on
important matters. He showed me the letter he was writing to
you, and as I read it, I took it to mean chiefly that he wanted
to know in what way our University should set so as not to
confliet with the National Research Council work.

We had talked on several ocoasions adout
promoting the industrial work in the University, and I had con-
templated (just prior to getting ill) making a visit to some of
our wealthy mem, asking them if they would not coniribute
towards the enlargement of our present Industrial Research
Laboratory in order that we might do our share. especially as
reg;rds Mining and Chemistry, in coniributing to the coudry's
work.

I certainly did not read into his letter the doubts
that he seems to have made as t0 any harm that would come %o the
University from the National Research Council, although I do
recall being rather stiruck with the fact that he was asking
questions that you probably would not feel ready &t this moment
to answer. No doubt, if I had read the letter more carefully,

I would not have let it go out.

I was likewise struck with the fact that such a




*Or. H. M. Tory - 2. Sth November, 1928.

letter sent from the University (i.e. from me in the adsence of

Sir Arthur Currie) would have been in better taste, but knowing how
ambitious he is 40 get whatever coredit that may come in initiating
anything in his Department, I rather weakly let him send it, and
told him that when I was well, I would drop you a line, asking you
in what way you would expect us to codperate.

I can see now what I did not see before - that his letter must
have been not only annoying. bdbut even aggressive, and perhaps
impertinent, and ragret very much that I did not read it more
carefully before letting him send 4%. I thought your letter %o
Dr. Hibbert was very much %o the point. and I shall take care in
future that thies kind of thing does not occur again.
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You will be interested to know that Sir Arthur is improving
in every way, and in the course of a fow months should de quite
restored to health. However, the Governors have asked me to take
on his daties practically Tor the rest of the winter in the
expectation of giving him as much rest as pogeible.

Of course, you know that both Macallum and Ruttan are
now off our astive University staff, and I sincerely hope that when
the time comes to replace them, we can add to your Committee (if

you wish) men who will go far towards helpling you in $this colossal
work.

¥ith remewed thanks for your kindness, believe me

Very cordially yours,

-

(Acting Principal)
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2nd November, 1928,

Dr. Hareld Hibbert,
MeGil) University,
Montreal,

Dear Dr. Hibbert:
1 have your letter of Octeber 30th,

let me begin by saying that Ontarioe is
receiving a good deal of credit for ploneering a
provineial orgenization for research = credit which
she really does not deserve,s There has been in
existence in the Province of Alberta since 1922 a
Provineial Research Couneil which the Government has
supported to the extent of $50,000 a year, which
would represent an endowment of appreximately
$1,000,000, Reports of this work have been published
and distributed in the provinces of Canada and in
many other parts of the world, and constitute a very
considerable volume of research,

Turther, as you doubtless know, there is
& Development Board in existence in Nova Scetia and
one created last year in the Provinece of Manitoba.
With these Boards the National Research Council has
been coeoperating « in the case of Alberta for some
years, in the case of Nova Scotia for two years past,
and 1t is now beginning co-operation with Manitoba,
As & matter of fact, before I left Alberta, as
President of the National Research Council, I had
been in communication with all the proevinces of Canadas
where it seemed possible to co~operate with the
provincial organizations.

With regard to university activities, I do
not see the slightest reason why the universities
should look with anxiety to the development of either
the Dominion or ite provincial organizations., The
aim of the National Research Council will be to co=-
ordinate as far as possible the work going on, and
to assist, as 1t has done in the past; the university
professors in carrying out any special investigations
they have on hand, Certainly, the field if Industrial
Chemistry, for example, is large enough to give full
scope to the universities, if they desire to enter
that field, and to the Dominion and Provincial Councils,
{f they desire to enter upon the solution of special
problems,

I think you are mistaken in the statement in
the third paragraph of your letter that the United
States CGovernment has confined ites efforts "essentially
to standardization work, and the same is true in Ingland
and in Germany." The Bureau of Standards has entered




frankly and fearlessly into the field of pure science
when a pure science problem has been presented to it,
and in the last few years has opened its doors to the
industries in such a way that an individual industry
may send its probleme there for solution, provided it
is willing to pay the price of the investigation,

In England the National Research Council has
entered upon a very wide and varied field of work. The
NHational Physical laboratories devote their attention
almost exclusively to problems of pure science, in
addition, of course,’necessary standardization work.

The Coal Research Laboratories under the National
Research Council are probably doing the most important
work on coal now being done anywhere in the world, with
the exception possibly of work such as is being carried
on in some of the great private laboratories in Germany.
Further, the National Research Council is spending about
£20,000 of its own money and directing the expenditure
of an additional £20,000 from the industry in the Wool
and Worsted Research Station at Leeds, a station not
connected with the University at all, At the University
Dr. Barker iz also carrying on such researches in the
wool industry as his University connection makes possible.
The Cotton Research Station at Didsbury, Manchester, is
doing exactly the same thing under the direction of the
National Research Couneil,

In Germany the institutions supperted by the
Imperial CGovernment are doing work in standardization,
but also are carrying on work which definitely belongs
to pure science. All the various institutes that come

under the name of the "Kaiser Wilhelm® (eof which there
are 26 in the country) are working on problems in pure
science in every branch, receiving the suppert of the
industry and alse the support of the Imperial Government.
All this is in addition to the work being done in the
universities themselves.

I merely mention these facts because there
seems to have been some anxiety on the part of the
universities that the Dominion Government was going
to enter their field of opportunity - a perfectly
unwarranted fear,

The Research Council intends to continue teo
act as a co-ordinating agency, supporting by scholar-
ships the training of men in the universities as here-
tofore, and also continuing to give assistance to
gpecial researches, as may be required. Apart from that,
of course, the universities will be absolutely at
liberty te undertake work along any lines which may
seem wise to them, The Research Council will endeavour
to keep in close touch with the universities, so that
its own policy will be influenced by a knowledge of
what is going on. On the Couneil there will continue
to be men representing the universities, so that the
universities will be kept in clese touch with the
operations of the Council.




As to giving you "some definite statement as
to the future lines upon which the Government intends
to proceed in the carrying ocut of its own research
programme,® this is impossible te do at the moment,
except to say that we intend entering the field of
research on very broad lines. Ve are naming our lab-
oratory the "National Research Laboratories"”, and we
will feel free to undertake any work that commends
{tself to us as being likely to assist in the develop~
ment of Canada and in the growth of knowledge.

Sincerely yours,

President,
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EDMONTON, Fsb, 18th ,1828.
Personal ALBERTA, CANADA

Sir Arthur Currie,
Princinal, McGill University,
Montreal, Ous.

r Sir Artimr:
I regret exceedingly that I missed you on your
visit to Ottawa. Your letter was
to Ottawa you h:

might not be the case, I wrote to Mr.Stewart a

which T will ask you to trsat also

"He states in his letter that the Department of
Interior was planning to branch ocut into fundemental rssearch in the
various branchss of pure chemistry in connéction with the laboratories
at Montreal and apparently wnder the direction of Mr. Cameron. Now,
I hesitate t : . word about it but I carmot but feel that this is
nothing if not Cory's effort to forestall in some m ! work of
the projected National Leboratories. To my mind, to establish a fundamental
research in these lshoratotiss at Montreal in a building adjacent to the
fine chemical laboratories of WeGill University is not only a waste
of monsy but nothing would be accorplished by it. The staff
there are capahle of doing the practical studies assoclated with th
pulp and paper business, but pure research 1s beyord their capacity.

In so far 2s McGill University is able to carry on rure res e they

should be encouraged to do so but Cameron and his staff
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should be kept on the problems which they are fitted

that no further conflict is to take place over these
It is unfortunate that Dr. Hibbert is & rather difficul
)

and probzbly should keep away from the varts of the laboratory devoted

practical work, but he is a very able man withovt question , without &

in Canada for the work he is doing , and such men are always difficult.
This is one of the things which s University President soon learms to be
ratient with because of the quality of the man."

It has always been my view that we should encourage fundamental
research to the limit ani in the future development ofthe National Research
Teboratories theonly 1limit that I wovld rersonally put on the development
of rassarch in the vniversities would be that the problems must arise
naturally from the work of the university staff ard that we should do as
herstofor,provide money for eguipment and assistance.

T hore vou will not mind my saving that I rsveat a Judgment
which I have given you on various occasions,viz., that if the wiversities
tis themsslves up with industrial organizations they will be meking a
fundamental error.

I am sorry for the delay in answering this letter but I have
been away from home and have not been very well, so having written t
Stewart I thought thers was nothing further I could do. T am going to
write vou a letter in a day or two covering the whole gituation as I

ynderstend thers is some feeling at McGill with regard to the development
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and that they have been putting a lot
he machinery ever since., When the allot-
was made the University was decidedly
DY and again we gave way. If present plans
carris« ' 1 have only a few
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for decidedly the worst of the bargain if we, for
these rooms, have obliged ourselves to pay one-~third
of the cost of meintenance of this four story bduilding,
with a large addition in which the pulp mill is housed.
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To my mind the on1y sensible
thing to do is to have this dundamental research
done by the University and the Dir@ctor of thils
section should be the Professor of Cellulose
Chemistry (at present Hibbert). 1In that way all
the resources of the Government, the Association
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McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL

25th January,

Sir Arthur Currie,
Prineipal,
McGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur,

Mr Cronin, President of the Mutual Life
Insurance Company, and a member of the National Research
Council, telephoned this morning rejuesting an interview,
same being made at the suggestion of Mr K. B. Bennett.

Mr Cronin, so I understood, sponsored
tne Bill presented some years ago looking towards the
¢éreation of a National Research Institute in Ottawa, and
he has been informed by Mr Bennett that McGill feels that
the Government is showing a2 tendency to encroach on the
sphere of activities of the University, and, presumably,
in order to, diminish the oppositiocn on this score is anx-
ious to discuss the question.

If you would care to see him, I shall be
glad to arrange for an interview at your convenience.

He informs me that he is well-known to
you and that he would welcome the chance to discuss this
problem.

Yours sincerely,

Aoty Ty

Professor of Inaustriéi & Cellulose Chemistry.

4
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Sir Robert Falconer,K.C.M.G.,
President, University of Toronto,

Toronto, Ont,

My dear Sir Robert:-

1 am very much o ged for your

letters of the 18th and 23rd of Octol and highly
appreciate your co-operation and nsideration
you have given the matter.

I am in entire congurrence with you.
I have replied to my correspondent to the effect that
the proposal involves insuperadle difficulties.

Yours faithfully,




President’s Office.

october 23, 1929

My dear Sir Arthur;

I have made inquiries indirectly from Dr. Speakman with
regard to the suggestion that members of the staff of the Ontario Research
Council should be given honorary positions as professors on our university staff.
No mention was made to him of a similar suggestion having been made in regard to
the staff of the Dominion Research Council at Ottawa. Dr. Speakman is strongly
opposed to any such suggestion. He believes that it is in their own interests
to keep entirely free from formal connection with the University. Their work

is in industrial research and not in the primary sciences. The University's

research he believes should be confined to primary and applied sciences, and

should in no way confliet with theirs which deals with definite problems. I
should therefore not mention the matter further to him. His decision, however,
as 1 see it settles the question for us in regard to Ottawa, because we could
not ask Ottawa people to hold honorary positions as professors opn our staff
without doing the same for the provincial institution.

I can see that difficulties also might arise in knowing how to
select those who should be chosen as honorary professors, and that if they were
associated too closely with the University trouble might arise from members of
the staff of the University who might feel that they were preferred in honor
before them.,

At any rate, in the meantime, it seems to me that it would not




be wise for us to take action in the way that you mention.

¥ith kind regards, I am,

Yours sincerely,

President.

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.lM.Ge,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Qe




President’s ®ffice.

October 18, 1929
My dear Sir Arthur;

I am glad to hear from you and hope that you are
picking up all the time and will soon be thoroughly well again, and that
everything is proceeding favourably with you. Next week you will have a
busy time with the visit of the Prime Minister, just as we had, and I am
sure that you will enjoy his address.

The suggestion that you make as to placing some of the
senior members of the professional staff of the National Research Council
as honorary professors in University Faculties raised some questions that
one would like to consider pretty carefully before coming to
Already we have Professor Huntsman, who is connected with the
Board of Canada, on our staff, but in the winter he spends 2 good deal of
time in Toronto and occasionally gives advice as to research work that is
being carried on in connection with Fisheries.

The situation with us is a little more difficult because
alongside of the University there is now the Ontario Research Foundation
controlled by a commission under the Government. A group of scientific
men is being associated with these laboratories, and the probability is
that the number will grow. It therefore is necessary for us to consider
carefully where the first step would lead us. Assuredly we could not put

on men from Ottawa without also putting on men from Toronto, and yet we

do not wish so definitely to associate ourselves with the Ontario Research

Council as to cut ourselves off in any way from co-operation with the

Dominion Research Council.




I will think the matter over and speak to some members of

our staff about it and write you laters

#ith kind regards, I am,

President.

Principal Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,
MeGill University,
Montreal, Q.




NATIONAL RESEARCH COUNCIL
CANADA

DIVISION OF
INDUSTRIAL CHEMISTRY OTTAWA
G. S. WHITBY, DIRECTOR

Ao
VU CLO DE

whao+
winav

Yours

[




Pre G« B ri’litb'fg
National Ressearch Council,
'N”‘\'JAO

Dear Dr. Whitby:-

I should have acknowledged before

this your letter of October 3rd, in which you put

3
forward the suggestion that you might be made an
b o

Honorary Professor of MeGill University.

There is a goo“ nvolved in
this matter and I would like a 1litt mo1 me to
conslder it before giving a definite < Some-
what similar recommendations came be e Graduate
Faculty last year and were uniavourab)y 1vede
However, as I said above, 1 uld like further time
before giving a definite ansmer.

All good wishes.

Yours faithfully,

Principal.,




32‘ ° } £ : °® “:‘cyhi tby,
National Resesarch Council,
*.) ttanw n

Dear Dr. Vhitdby:-

lhe suggestic . in your letter
of Qctober 3rd has r ived ¢t} mos fal consid-~

sration. You V’ill, 01 r i tqat the U]_an
involves many questions besi the possibility of
este b‘iihin% & desirable spirit of cooperation.

The Buropean system is not, as you,
of course, know, exactly parallel, The manner in which
professors are appointed and universities operated
differentiates the cases. In thiz country it is recog-
nized that professors form an sotive part of a faculty
and are sudbject to control, however, indefinite, by
such bodies as faculties and corporations. 1 confess I
do not see how we could meet the difficulty created by
the appointment of members of the staff subject in no
way to university authority. I am afraid, too, that
even if I could see such a solution it would not be easy
to pass the necessary amendments to the University con-
stdtution. This objection may be technical dut it is,
I fear, a very real one.

1 find, moreover, that the feeling
among the staffs of bodies such as that to which you
now bdbelong is by no means unanimously in favour of such
& proposal as yours. The result of my inguiries, which,
I may say, have been made without mentioning your name
or position, has been to satisfy me that in many cases
the holders of similar positioms would rafher be entirely
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Cctober 26th,
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My dear Dr. Tory:-
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Such 2 proposal obviously raises
questions of great importance and must be considered
in the light of genersl university policy. The
European case is, of course, not parallel. I have
consulted members of other university faculties, as
well as my own staff, and the result of my incuiries
has satisfied me that the project would not be of
advantage to the Research Council or to the Universities.
Your own experience will, I am sure, lead you to the
same conclusion. The difficulties cresated by the
appointment of professors who were in no way subject %o
any fTaeulty or to Corporation are almost insuperable.
I doudbt, moreover, whether it would be possible to
secure the necessary amendments to the University
constitution. Difficulties on your side will doubtless
be apparent to yourself,
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I send you herewith a copy of
my letter to him.
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has recently been made
would result if senior
f of the National
Honorary Professors in
! f the proposal 1t -is
that in E Pe homorary professorships in uni-

s8ities are give O men who are professionally
ified an ; 1 in research institutions.
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; I may say, comes up

in connection with 2 s : but it seems to me
that before any :

an important aue

At the szme time - the matter is not one in
whiech any aniversity should stand alone. There sare
several points involved,- our relationship to the Research
Council, the measure of control or lack of control over

& member of that Council nominally on the University
staff, the exztent to which such a plan should be carried -
in other words, are we to have honorary professors,
honorary associate professors, etc.~ the basis of selection,
and so on, There are other points which, I have no doubt,
will at once oceur to yourself,

I am told that the European case is
not cuite parallel, in as much as Professorships are in
the gift of the State and not granted by the universities




elcome any
thout doubt,
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you some time

have agsumed that you are giving uwp your Professorship at McGill and we
have elrcady taken steps to ff your pla could scarcely wait

t0 hear from you, in view of the faec hat appeared several times

n the public Press thet you were joining i aff of the National
Research Department at Ottawa. I was also told that your furniture
had already been moved to Ottawa. Having hese steps I think
ou might have let ]
until the receipt of th

mach

much time to f£ill your
I am sorry to see you leave MoGill,
the gain of the Nationsl Research

I shall be pleased to see you when you

Yours feithfully,

Principal




