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FACULTY OF ARTS 

PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY 

situ tion could 

l\lcGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL. 

he ~ ,..+ net .... the a.::oint~ent >J of an 

Assist nt Professor, in l~ e')in • ith the recent • ~ ointments 

in other e y\rtrnen ts of ~he Arts a.c 1t • 

h. re ar t o er u tes -:ho re e inently 

.u lified for the os!tion. Ono of then Dr. J. • Brid s 

is no Asr-1st n~ Profe .or of PsychOlo~y in Oh.io St te 

University. He is reco~niued ~uthor1ty in the s~e ts of 

the nUhject h.': ch ould he of no<;t v lua to cGill in ral tion 
to "':.he co mit . Dr. Bridr:es ould e iltin t r t rn 
t Can'}. n. d his 1n . t r L'" the .1:ointMont di not 
involve s crific n s 1 r ~nd r nk. 

I would Jherefore respectfully Gu~~e.t th t 

you reCOMMcn t e a~:ointnent ot Dr. Bri1 es s Assist nt 

Professor of PsychOloCY. 
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i rch 1, 1 21. 

r tessor i111 Cal ell l 

De rt ent ~ Philo hy, 

l1oG111 University, ~ ntt 1. 

De r Sir: 

Att r iv1ne s rious thou ht t e M t~er I h Te 

reacne the c nclu ion that p rt ent ot psycholo J t 

cGill houl be 11 ithin the re lm of re lity. Bee use 

~ 

ot its relations ~o the v 1o~s _~:ects of c demie n 

r ctic 1 life it Quld e r th t the iork in rsycho1ogy 

c~n he at e eotively nd s~tlst_ctorily c rried on y the 

ere tion f). s r .t p rt:ment. 

ith this en in ie I n r G ctful1y su ~it~in~ 

t is sle~e·tion to you in 0r r ~h t ou ~ y ive it our 

cLreful onsi nration Ln t~te ~uch ction in re~. to it 

s ou yen (vis. le. 

V ry r s~ectfllly yo rs, 
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COURSES --_ . -
Elementary 

I 
Elenentary Experin.erLtal Psycho 1.ogy ~:~~:5 .. 4: (mir.i mur.l) /~ 

Social Psycholoe;y .••• • J~t1I-.~~ ~"~' . 2 

Educational PSYChology.~. ~(.5«.. 2 

Ahnormal PSyCh010ey .•••• ~ .••.. ~ .... 2 (durin~ first ter~) 
A~:'1lied Psychology •.. ~ .r:t.~~. ~ 
Ad van ced Exp rirwntal PSYChology(~. ~~-tfo.-:J. 4 (mi nirlU~) 
Se!I'inar in Psychology .. ~~·):t'1"?-.~f: . ~ .... 2 

Research ..•..•.•.....•...•.•.• .., 
••••••••••• ... J 

---
22 hours per ~eek 

Add: 

Hos! i tal Cl' . lnlC .•••••••••••..•.••.•••.• 2 

Survey in Schools ....•.•.••••..•.•..••• 4 (mininun) 

Extension Le c tures· .................... 1 (half term.) 



rURI~ICAr:'!OnS 

1. Mhe noctrine of Specific nerve Ena ,ies, Journal or Philos-

olhy an Scientific ethods. 1~12. 

Cor rel teB, PsychoJ.o~i c \l l\eview iono~r"'\.ph No 72, 1 ~14 :)1, 7~ 

3. ~he } oint Sca.le: Ale gethod for ~ea..~urinl3 Cal (\ci t:J, I ~ th 

Verken, 30s-:.n ,'~~. l.nd 0111"1 ... Tourn"l.11~14. ::. ~7. 

1, , point Sc'\.le for ll:eanu!'in~ :'en:'al Ahilit'\1, "11th YerlceG m 

P'l.rdwicY, iTr,\ icY I'~ York, . lfllB, ,. 17 . 

~. The ReL~tion of Tntelli~~nc to Social St tUG, i~~ ~.~. 

Co~cr, JT"l.d. Std. Psych. Re7. 1~!7, :p ~O. 

6. InduDtri.1 PBYC~O~O~', C':'onctric. 1 Journal. !?!7 ~: l~. 

7. Indivilu~l EX~Min tions (!~c~udin~ Arny Pcr~orr.~nce Se le) 

in ~!anin~er5 ~uidJ for Psycholo~ial ~Xl.'intne in the 11.S. 

Arny : ~ ~O. 

n 0utllne of Psycho~o~y " 1 1 'l CO' ( ("'I e cor d i'; 40 • ..; • _<,,( ) v. C _vlOr. _r. . rep. ) 

Pu"'li'1he. v n.":. Ad ns, CoJ.u ..... ·u:> Chio. 1"'1 ..... 

Courses. Psych. Pev. 1~3G. 

PsycholoZY· 

11.The Correlation net we n Colle~e Gr~des lond ~he ArflY Alpta 
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McGill is now for the first time able to ap?oint a man who 

shall give his whole time to this work. What would be 

expected of a lecturer in the beginning would be : 

I. Conduct of the ordinary Second Year class in 

Introductory Psychology. In this course, of course, only 
, ~ 

v..1..v..k..(. £( 

the elements of experimental work would be ~e.§aed. 

11. A course proper in Experimental Ps,chology 

such as is given at Harvard UniversitYr- t.dA- .e.Jr--,n~ 
Ill. Encouragement in investigation or seminary 

d ~ 
,"ork on the pal--t of htwo or three students who ~ show 

capacity for this sort of work. ) 
(J~r 4. f - -. ~-C-;l-c-..~ ~ ~~ - . ~~7~/n ~ ~ 

We possess In the llb ary a fairly good 

number of books upon Psychology and the usual American 
/ 

and European magazines. With the annual appropriation 

of ~250 for literature and apparatus, McGi11 seems now to 

be in a position to represent adequately experimental work. 

Everything, however, YTollld naturally depend upon the power 

of the man who comes as lecturer to create and sustain an 

interest in this whole subject. 

It would be understood, of course, that the 

lecturer should work in thD~ough harmony with his colleagues 
+.t)L~ 

in the Department Aas to the place to be given to Psychology 



. FACULTY OF AnTS 

nllPAnT~lENT OF PIIILOSOPlIY 

:McGILL U~IVERSITY 

lVIONTREAL . 

February 2nd, 1921. 

Prof. James Harkness, 
Acting Dean, 

Faculty of Arts. 

Dear Sir, 

In reply to your request of January 19th, I beg 

to report as follows on behalf of the Department of Philosophy. 

There is need of immediate extra assistance in the 

matter of the teaohing of Psychology. 

For the next session there is positive need of an 

extra man, someone oapable of lecturing on such psychological 

subjects as may be required by the Department, and of ~iving 

assistanoe in the Psychological Laboratory. The work that 

is being now given and that is being called for is now 

beyond the capacity of one man. 

In addition to the work in General Psychology and 

in the new Experimental Psychology, work is now being called 

for in Educational Psychology, in Social Psychology, Medical 

Psychology, "Social Service" Psychology, and even in 

"Business Psychology" and in Psychology applied to Physical 

Training etc. noronto, like most other Universities, 
~ 

has two or more ~ teBching Psychology. 
/ 



FACULTY OF j\Urs 

Dl;PARTMENT OF PIlILOSOPIIY 

Prof. Harkness, 2. 

l\lcGILL U ... 'IVEB.SITY 

:NIONTREAL. 

More than what has been indicated will, in all 

probability. be soon required in Mc~ill. But the addition 1 

work indicated is a necessity for next session if our work 

is to be carried on effectively. 

Yours fai thf . 



I am in receipt of your letter about the DeFartment 

and phychology and Dr Hickson and so on. You will know of 
La::(~ 

course that I thtnk this in the right spirit, and that I am 

touched to the quick by your frank. kind monitory fords. I 

think that you know how readily I will rally to the in~imation 

and the reminder from you my Chief and my friend. 
~ ~CL. 

You say that ~ must ~e the fact that the Department 

of ~hilosophy is now and has been for some years in a very un­

satisfactory state. And you open by saying that one of the 
~~"1 

first things you hsve was about a desire to divide the 

Department of Philosophy and the Department of Psychology. 
~ 

(1) There is a broad and an age-long issue here, ~ 

~ less than the complete freedom of a science from any 

domination by philosophy or religion amd so on. This has 
"- ~ 

resulted in most Universiti~s ~t Psychology &e put entirely 

on its own feet - independent of }hilosophy or absolutely in­

dependent in the philosophical Department. This issue is not 

touched by your next sentence rI could see no necessity for 
~ lUL... 

such an action in ~e University ~ ours nor do I see any 

'I necesEity at the present time. I myself after a long reflec-

tion on thi~ subject, a knowledge of what is done in other 

Universities, and also in view of the ~d situation am 
1. ~ ~JR. 
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decidedly of the opinion that it is now in the interest of 
the University and of Psycholo~ and of Philosophy that 
Psychology should be made completely inapendent. 

(2 1 You go on, Sir, to state the operative(~rge~or 
reason for a separation. rIt disclo~ed to me that those fu. 
charge'of Psychology were not at all satisfied ~ your 
direction of the Department or your appreciation of the subjec 
And you add that you are now confronted ith Dr Hickson's 
resignation, the reason also being dissatisfaction with the 
manner with which you have guided the destinies of the Depart­
ment and a conclu~ion that the future of the Department under 
your con tinued guidance is very dark indeed." You go on to 
tell me and I thank you for the confession (I knO\ it to be 
sincere) that all this i~ very pain~ul ne s to you and it 
means that there mu~t be some change in the manner in which 
the affairs of the Department are guided and students are 
development and maintained.·' I assure you at once that there 
will c ainl a chan e and that the . nothin the 
Sl uation that I re ard as ho e It is a colour~to me 

n you must ow is y a personal situation. -xDd ~ 
3 men who perhaps have not been able to work together as a 
unit might do very well for th~ subjects and for the 
Univerfid ty when free and independent. 

May I say that I think that th~ future will be dark 
~ indeed if I wa.e sn osed to carr Dr T. d H.' · f ture , 

as they have been in the tas and as hinge have haYeLbeen, 
aIlil are 1 do not think hese men ant me to carry them. 
Dr T. wants independence and I think on the whole he should 
have it for various reasons. It is better for him, better for 
me, better ror the University, better for his subjects and for 
my subjectL /_ 

/'Of e.~ ~ c: I intend to dictate some informal and descriptive remarks 
about the relations of pcycholo~y and Philosophy in modern 
Universities. I hope that you will be pleased to read them 
as you a re at your leicure. I think that I shall send these 
on in a separate letter. ) 

q " Dr H. is going definitely. So he and 1 will not clash 
any more. It has been a long trial. Dr H. Has been dis­
satisfied ~~th his position,and with the University for years. 
It is wronq to put it all on me, as the thing goes back to 
your predecessor as I have previously indicated to you. It 

. i not for me to' di<:lcus~ the terms of Dr HI s resignation. 
f . ~~They have not oeen addresced to me although he did any in other 
c;..-. words in-,... friendly letter that he was not sat-isfied with the 

Department.ToWX%k this result he ha~ ,~ himself contributea 
U .. '\...t~It is not for me to take up the lEis or him -because he talks 
~ of going into a'wider~field , of taking a big step and so on. 



did 
I have lon~ wondered that he xxkR not take a wider field ere 
this. As I may also try to indicate on a sep'urate sheet 
~1nf'ormal ~\i'Qa~&J9:tQl remark~ ~ 'f.;;{~ c...: L..t..... "'~(-

~ . ,--' 
The whole t~g may solve itself directly and simply. 

Dr T. has long wanted independence.{~~ for the logical (j) 
.1.1. ;easons of complete freedom.and the'teaching of his science 

P" ~~t ha.s no no doubt definitely come before the Vlorld a.s a • 
fie1 d on its 0 m . account. Psychology is a perfectly~""" 
thIng and a man can. and should be a Professor of rsychology 
jUFt a~ he might ~e a.~rofessor of anatomy or Physiology. _. 

\oD He has desired it alFo for his own .J.mbi tion to be an 
indpendent Professor in McGill,or any other place. He fi~hts 
for this by attacking me and saying that I am conducting his 
affairs badly.. that I am not sympathetic to the subject. 

I really thank that after Dr T. is ~sociate~ irofessor of 
Psychology,and that now psychology has become so complexed and 
so detailed he better be allowed to treat it in his own way, 
independentiy of me and philosophy( a thing of course that he 
has been doing for some years, with no ryossible or actual inter­
ference from me} Dr T., moreover, is overwhelmingly insistent 
on being independent of me and of philosophy because(I suppose} 
he would olaim that for this independence he must be made a 
~rofessor. And so lis long(natural)goal will be reached. I am 
certain that he feels that as things are I will not go to you~ 
and say that in my opinion Dr T. should be made Professor. Tp 
him naturally and assbciated Professor was but aQstep"to the 
other and Hickson end I both knew that would be immediately 
be th~ case (of course Dr H. w01Jld:-:mlt~ he feels that Dr T. 
had been promoted over hiE hHl.d and he certainly feels, a nyhOIJ.r , 
that T. has all along rather crowded himJ. He wants distinctly 

to be a Professor. I cannot criticise this. But I say that 
the time has come when I should be relievedNvhether I believe 
in this or not, &nd for giving any reason for or against. He 
has a subject that has gone beyond my ~ knowledge of it, that 
bXas now a hundred applications vhere ofEer eXlerts and 
psychologists alone are concerned. I think it better thet Dr T. 
should faoe the University directly on his own account. He is 
older too,and impatient of his long oareer. and naturally wants 
his Department. He has not published books and so on and he is 
on the whole nnt known outside McGill, etc.. etc. Bnj in most 
I-laces his sUbject is now a Deps.rtment on its own account~ The 
rrofessors of Ihilosophy can no longer carry it and are not 

~, competent to do so. They do not ~~nt it. The rsychologistJ 
~~~~.eftte for interference as they would resent and as they do 

resent ~riestly or clerical interference. Neither at of men 
wholly approves of the other. The separation has come about at 
many places through a quarrel and a life-long quarrel. To the 
Psychologist the ~hilosophers'areAaealing with another world, 
with values and ideals and so on. To the rhilosophers and 
Psychologists have gone too far, and their science is a bundle 

~..c-i117t;::.7~--'J~lLq T..J~~~~~~ 14 
~~~"-~DK 



t.\ 
of tendenoies. But they cannot say one word against the idea 
that it is for a ~syohologist to say what Psychology is. and 
that no theory of Philosphy of religion should influence this. 
The ~ate of oourse often w4tBee8e~. that Psychologists aEDBXK 
teach more about free will and not take the determinist atti-
"'tude about mind. And Psycil ologists reply in their Own way or 
pay no attention to this, any more than do Physiologist when I( 

they are told that they are not k~~ping any aoc ount of t he'(vi tal 
ti:hlEe: principle of the body, Cf\ tf, lA.., ~. 

Then again it certainly seems to me that Dr T. ought in 
future be able to choose an assistant of his own. It is not for 
me,or anyone else to say what that assistant Should be or not be. 
In the recent happening when Dr T. was contending f or a certain 
man ~ ~s to bring another Professor into the Department. 
Dr Hickson strongly suspected this and its ex}edienc~ And I 
did not think th~t another rrofessor ShOllld be appoi'flted of the 
same rank as Dr T. etc.. etc. 

I dictated t is yesterday afternoon after the receipt o£ your· 
letter in Cambr " dge here. On co .. ling back last night from the 
house of Professor Sorley, y friend, the professor of ~oral 
Philosophy I felt some resent. ent about the one-sidedness of ~he 
things (this is perhaps perfectly natur 1 in a personal situation) 
'€hat are being said about the present and the future of the de­
partment -lhey have had by the way the same long struggle here 
about psychology, a kind of imperfect knowledge of the ner{ ex­
perimental psychology on the part of the professors of Philosophy, 
then a partial recognition of it through a young lecturer and a 
small laQoratory, then two or three different lecturers(all more 
or less one-sided, and then at last a big laboratory dth a Uni­
versity grant and complete recognition of the thing and a depart­
ment and absoiutely inde1'endent, a depart.ent in \/hich philosophers 
and teachers and medical students and architecture students and 
sociology.st~dents alld political ~conomy students, and men fro~ 
the 4iavy in the summer months ete.. etc., all take partial or 
extended courses. - I doubt indeed if I could go on with those t~o 
men as they are and as they l1ave been. Dr H. has been a dis­
appoJ.I1ted ai for nearly t enty year:.:::: and it has been a trial 
~ver~day to meet~i~-~or~im and for me I suppose. I knew 
everyday wllat 11e rlSS ieelinu ,md \1 kne's that everything was 
soured for him, a mere sto .~~ .A I told you once that men who 
had been at school ~ith hi .(fro~ young doctors ruld la\vyers and 
others and also business men in the clubcJ:ave asked me again and 
again what I could make of Dr H, what did he think he was doing, 
what did his manner mean, why does not ~Odeone tallc to him etc,. 
etc.? r lUcholson by the '~ay is perfectly well acquainted 'V th 
all thi~~ill tell you ho~ Dr H. has been regarded, and how he 
has been regarded by the authorities of the Theological Colleges. 
His reason for going is 'n, and it is a kind of y dig 
at me - as if I had to bear the weight of his whole career, his 

~~ 



(~~t'Jb ~ .kuj,ad-~~~ ~ r , 

~~ a. f.?~ .... bL ~~' Jb ~ ~~ 
treatment by the late Principal and so on and so on~ rad he been 
made professor he Jould have stuyed on probably. In that case 
ho;vever I would in a mo~ent have petitioned £or a complete autonomy 
for all three of us, Ii th perhans a ea '. tll chairn ship 
for the denartment - a very goo expedient and one t at is adopted 
in !iarvard and' many other places, ill th ~hich YOlllO' nan is often 
made the chairman for the time being. 

As for Dr T. he is making a fight, and he is a man ho be­
lieves in fIghting for his ends in one way if not in another way. 
I do not object to his making an issuo.and holding that the de­
partmental outlook :ould be dark if he and hls future department 
and assistants and policy una--the psychological tendencies of 
to-morro~ iloro to be tied up to moo Dr T. is also u very difficult 
man to get along lith brus~ue hea~strong, domineering,illlreasoning 
ready to take offence. (Dr Nicholson lmovlS about this to and I 
would feel strengthened if you "/ould speak to hi as one of the 
older men about .Jcgill unout thi;,} I an told that other en have 
found it very difficult to get vlonL \nth TIT T. I know that he 
and his intimate firond .ID.cmill".n hOod n. b.i.. tter quarrel when return;.. 
ing to lcgill. cmiJ.lan said to ne once t:h.a.t I had been very 
good and. very paticlt with ~" and 'hat he syc~athiscd \'7ith me in 
my difficulties in this connection. 

Your knowledge of en,Sir, ~ll tell you that e tnree men have 
probably bow seen ono~gh of each other,~t leant as a toa~. There 
have been pOison gases accumulating about the depalbnent and now 
the explosion hus come, '\i hen a ne-l order and a change have become 
imperative. Let Dr T. get his psychology department, and let us 
advertise in the feo,ical ... chool and e't se !here that 1.1c 'ill has_now 
an lndo endont de artment of p~cllQloq in hich all lrinds of 
students c£'.l1 I?ct " ' mu h work- This will make him 
a new man. e vill be enthusiastic and choose his Om1 ass~ants 
and make a life career for himself and no~ bo tied up to an older 

I man or to the opinions of philosphers about psychology- You 1ill 
get e back enthusiast'c about philosophy and ideals as at t ~ 
very basis of civilisation, as imperative for the new order of 
society if the '10rld is to by sav~d and if . a are to build up a 
fine free civilisation in Canada etc. etc. In a year or so we 
viII get ,n enthusiast for Logic a.nd .Jet nhysic, a man ho believes 
in a 4etaphysio, in a higher view of things than that of the dos~ 
oriptive natural ...,ciences, as Dr H. did not bolieve at least in his 
teaching. Ha vas negative to this and qUlte ~Jlecessarily antago­
nrtt~o to thoolovy-nc-the chur~hes and to ooi<.l ;hil~.OPhY ect. 
etc 1~~0a-1/<"~ ~ .. ~ S'(~ ~t.J-,LtI....~ ~ 

I see no oojection ~o its being said to those ho re uire to 
knO\! th t DI's H. and T - and c. had robably beon tied in a tea.mlang 

~ enouLh,~ll men of a,different cast,. different approaches ~ life ~~.~-
( thOUGh t ~l1d to a un~ v .t. ..L ty. l.rO\1 "';1.l€., are free or freeL ,,0 follow 

l~ l~ ___ J~. /f.~aL/ ~ fL.O~-i:-~ 
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their bents and t heir experience of themselves and t heir subjects 
and each other and -.cgill . 

_ Yo~ ~ill kP-o from t he Ar my the terrible cla sh of psycholog-
1cal cl~mate . t he barely suppressed atti t udes t hat often obtain 
bet ~oon men a fter long ~i t i~ and after 10 putting up °th 
each ?t her o You kno ~ aa t Junior . en m y often feel about a man 

~n char ge o~ a r outin e pos ition, t he feeling they have t hat 
or B or C cont~nl~eS!JonSibl~e'\7ill likely 0 throu~h the devil 

I could mention by name two or three men round that~ 
the table( and you will know at once the men I mean} who think 
that thin~s are ~1 blocked aobve them, througb the rofessor of 
~he depurtment. d you know of the many sev~e antagonisms in 
this oonnection t at have occured in lcgil1.Ln one case the prin­
ciple Simply took two men into his office and made them and there 
shake hands. The present professor of English ~~ used to say 
for example that he had all along the most serious kind of 
trouble ith his airnable predecessors. . 

Dr o~e used to tell me that he got on ith his men by 
giving each one of them freedom to develop in its own way. Some 
of us often fel t that these~people put on special courses that 
were not perhaps desirable, but all this as inevitable. On the 
whole I have tried to use the method of Dr oise by letting the 
men in my epar Inent develo . n e~r own waL Freedom seemed 
to me e s ~a party of University life. And cgill has a 
reputation for freedom in his teaching that is one of ~ greatest 
assets. t-4..., 

Yea.rs a.go ~Jhen Dr H . refus ed to do psychology, as not caring 
for it, I told the Srincipal that PS~ChOlOgy was necessary and 
would have to be provided for. He 0 course kne I the thing only 
in the old ay. Through my influence with Sir illiam cDonald 
a grant as made for psychology, ~ the cDonald :fUnd. He came 
up to me in the street one day and offered it to me after the tal 
I had lith him. Hickson was quite unmoved by this, preferring 
his own critical v ork although there as a professor of logic 
and metapshic namely professor Taylor. I wrote to Harvard and 
Dr T was mentioned. He came to us for something like 1250 dollars 
and soon after his marriage began to find his pay inadquate. He 

'taught ell and tried many experimen tal things in the ay of , IJ.. • 
applied psychology. Some~f these gave offence like circulars~ 
he send~ the psychology~advertising. Then he has been interes­
ted in other things, mental pests, the dream psychology of 
Freud, social psychology and so on. Recently I kno that under 
social psychology he alIa ed men to examine the American belief 
in prohibition and so on. He also will conduct a class in the 
-psychology of reI igion wilex e no t professing to know very much 
about religion in and for itself. And po on ~d so on. I al ays 

~~~(-Ih~ 
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fel t that ccording to his success he uld get his JJ!PtJ:~.:t~ 
and that he ould gradually becomo independetn of ,bilosDhy as 
else here. He h s often thou ht that i was indifferent to his 
interes~ and that he ought to have ooro pay and more help. I 
las . ~ myself struggling on a s all salary hen he came. 

And there ~"as also the question of Dr H. and his pro otion. 
en Taylor left ~ was passed over again for ~aEax chair and 

Professor atson of ueens· as nearly brought do n to it. Dr H 
was then made assist~t Tofes80r and later on he -as given a 
seat on the facu1 ty ·i.o (,'l...lterest" him in things. And later he v;as 
made associate rofe~uor. as probably all that he 'ou1d ever be in 
the department. It has been a long 6 truggle for us all, and after. 
publishing ~ beoks (I find that I am kno by these in a mo.ent 
wherever I go, a ~shing professor came up to me a month ago in 
Pra~ 6, a said that he read my books. mentionin the years when 
they) r} I have dOlle all I could to make philosop in the life 
of the University, to make it useful to men going forw~d into 
the important ork of the inistry. to the theologio{student 
interested in social philosphy . I hope to do more of this ~hen I 
corae back. I as naturally glad to hU7G YOl Jay in a.n earlier 
letter that~of course the students miss me.~ 

doctors T and tl have been left ~ith their 
es. This Q has no\ made us 

~!!~~~~~~~~~e~r~h~a~p~s~i~nevitable in the case of men in 

There is another .ay of tr ing to run a department, by 
regimenting every thin , and by getting men mo will be regimented. 
This as the method of one of onr colle 108 as you know. And 
it has apparently eneded in a separnt~ of s bjects and 80 on 
and a recognition of the hopeless !ifferences between men. 

" Lafleur fina.lly go I:; h1s ~o Iplote independence in English 
be~ng made professor of 00Plparati-vc 1 tera ture, his life-long 
interest. I thin}.- Dr T. Eh ould get his indepe~ dence as associate 
professor or ActlDg'professor of pscyhology. taking his fate ~ 
the Unl versi ty ;i Ito } is 0 1.... 18.l'l.dn (he "s csr tainly as fl t to 
represent scyhology us our celloa 'le Brockwell ts to reprosent 
Hebre • anD. T~ no d.oubt f cl ... t1:.11.o. al tough L would ra tl:er not 
have :mad.e the compu.z"i Bon or the reference). 

I( (, 

Of course Drs T. und H. have never been callea to any other 
place outside ogill. I often told them both to publish books and 
go to Lhllosopbical and )sycholo~lcal meetings, and that a cnll 
somewhere Tr).1ght co 0 to the!:l. Ha.d (jaIl co e - no doubt a kind 
of tos" - the Unlversi ty would tIlen have been abJ,e to suy what it 
\~ould 0~ Your predecessor used tu say to me often that Dr H. 

yd'" would nove" have bat .... osl tion a ·hore else than in Jcg1ll. 
ilhen Ht usa 0 as . 1,. for pro otion 1v oJ.illP.ty sal. ::-What h s he 
done t co e let him show llat he has donE>? He lmo too that H. as 

-I. ~ no~ . "0.1111 T 11th the ntuuo.l. ts, t'h.l." i 1 :re. .ct l' e :ras U o. ular. 

'- ~t4~~./'"" ~ ~~/e.-/~~c.f--~." 
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Had ~been popular, and a big success as a teacher, he would 
likely have got a Chair when my predecessor resigned~ Your 
predecessor once told me that he handed on my testimonials to 
H. to look at and told him that that was the kind of thing they 
looked into in the case of a vacancy. 

~ 
I know as you must that even between Depart,.1ents there is 

often very sharp opposition to what some professor is supposed 
to be teaching and the way he teaches it. ~ in allied sub­
jects, Law, Philosphy, Politics administration etc. have often 
very pronounced views about each other. \fe in the Faculty for 
example would like our friend Leacock to separate Political 
Economy and Poliooal Science, and perhaps there should be an 
independent department for Politbal Science or Government. 
And some would say that tile outlook is dark or hQJ?e~ess as long 
as certain men are heads and so on. --

But the world is wide and so are universities, and this 
thing goes on everywhere. ~JIen work themselves free of restric­
tions and get their freedom, and a chance to assert their per­
sonalities, which is no doubt the best thing for the University. 

Step in Sir! ax« in your fine stroDg way and free us all, 
and make us all remain friends for the sake o r-thelITniversi ty, 
recognising each others strong pOints instead of dwelling on the 
corresponding defects. And thus there will come the change that 
is really imperative in the Department. It has perhaps been 
brewing long, and as I say it often happens this sort 01 thing. 

~ 
Instead of being indifferent to psychology, I ~t It up 

with the authorities and got the money for it. I used to take 
charts and diagrams and books in to Sir lilliam J.I:acdonald, and 
persuaded him against his laughter and smiles that there was 
really something here. I pushed the subject when 1'H:rJ~y was in­
different to it although it \vas about the only thing that he 
could have done at the time because there were two other pro­
fessors. Your uredecessor at the time did not know about the 
new movement and I had to persuade him. Dr T. really owes his 
place to me, and I have at different times spoken for his pro­
motion, although partly offending him by telling him tha~ he 
ought to publish. I still think that men ought to do thls, and 
I still think that Drs H. and T. like many other men have their 
hours and hours to discuss and critidse things, including the 
administration of the University and all the head professors 
when they might ha e been writing. Of recent years I have given 
up trying to advise them as they were certainly old enough to 
know what they wanted in life. 

The way is clear now for Dr T. to be independent . Last year 
Dr H. would strongly have resented this. (1) He thinks that Dr 1'. 
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has got on too rapidly. that he hse OTe salary etc. 
(2) Ho thinks that he hi self c till do som genoral psycho-
logy if he ants to, like loatlU'''f n the relation of . ind and 
body etc., te. Both H. alld. I 1", that J)r T. once de 
ssoaiate ofessor ould ~ 0 be Professor.. • is not too 
een on this. You can see fro this and other things that some­

times I have had both Drs .e and H. in a tiLd of opposition 
-8. ainst my cuggestions, an I h~va so"eti.1es had one as it ere 
against the other. nore Dr H. ag.inst UT ~. 

(\ 
For years I have said to Dr ~. beforo ))1. H . - _ course the 

University can take you .0- .orrow and .rr.ukc you en. independent 
rofes or, and 1£ it ishos to do thin, :0 ean have nothing 
gain t i • and v111 only help you t.ne!. r cCrm:lond stu(ic ta to 

tak Psychology. a l ~111 llk to toll so e of your students 
to tak hl1osophy " 

You c;an aee that misr :)re~a\'te iT: Tegard to 
aye etc. I hay, pushed it ins "on and OuD of season. 

I do not think too much of 8o~e of thoi~ al.eged results wld the 
thing has been very isoellanoous 7 I ~m !ind no unifiod psyaho1-
ogy. ~cdougall of Har rd, the .ofoaeor of ~ sychology holds 
this. I have .just read hi '3 no'~ 'hook . . ~t th5.'" i, no lOIlger my 
Uusiness. OUr opin10n ls not antad SL~d not considered. The 
fight for freedom has been on let th .... ~.; chologistu hava hit 
heavily ju t s have all of us against caclesiestiaul control and 
so on in other things. Alltono· y and. r.c •. f- ex" . ne.t:J on are the 
ordel' of tho clay. .Dr 1£. ia chr:.fX.1.ng under hie restriction. Let 
h be :free and then you 111 get his best and I 1111 nah him 
1: ell. 

Lr~~~.t:-A.-~~~-a,~ a.~~ ... 
1; Ii1-.. ~ . _ 

~ If-,J~ ( "T~-J i'" ~ <!-S~ r[ a. 
h7~('~ ~~"i~ ~( L0'7"~ 
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I have saved Dr H.'s University life t~o ~D three times. 
That is co say your predeces or instead of promoting him ould 
have kept him on a pi ttance( 11 ich of course he doesn't need) 
hoping perhaps the t h(. migh" d "hura • or go to some other p.l.ace . 

h first time was soon after Taylor Id I came to the Univer­
sity. e were told that ,wuuld QO'~ erimental psychology.ll 
He did not ~ant to , feeling crowded out of the logic and theory 
of knov/ledge 10rk lihat were given to Taylor. He thought of re­
signing,but for some reasons stayed on and as allowed to stay 
on in the position of a lecturer. The second time as in 1908 
I think .,hen Taylor left. YOUr predecessor was nearly bringing 
down Professor latson from ~uuan's which vould have again put 
out Hickson' s ork. I told the Princippl that ~ had been 
kept on so long that it might be well for man reasons to retain 
hi in the University. Although a man of culture in 'ontroal 
~ ~ent to London, or Vienna or Oxford or berdee~nobody ould 
know him. He ha s never rn-itten af(revielu~ a philospphical 
book or mag ine. He has written critically to the papers no 
and then against en like Sir Oliver Lodge and for the Univer­
si ty gazinc ,.'l.:.ere of course the writing of no cGill could 
ever be refused. If he thinks that I br.~ him and that the 
outlook is durk from his point of view, he ought to kno that 
his going renders it to some extent 10S3 dark for several 
r~ns, unpleasant though it may be to refer to these. He is 
unfortUL~ately not popular as a man ~ith the students. He is 
not popular as a teacher, "his work is thought of as negative and 
critical. and the theological colleges have again and again com­
plained to the authorities about some of his tendencios, as the 

, .... ve also about the denial of the freedom of the ill(~. the 
~ deter al1ism)that is said to be taught by Dr Tait. T told by 

the ~y by one of the rincipals that if T. went on teaching 
(L~J.J.4Y'~ sychology, they ilfolll.!...start a separate ---ciSss of their own. Of 
~(~ oourse one can noverroonsider any crltic~sm against the freedom 

of a unlversity teaoher to teaoh what he thinks he can l'uve. 
L _;;~ • ( .. \ But to return to Dr H. his going away from. cGll1 no doubt clears 
~~~ J the air from a y things. Ana I frankly 10nder that he didn't 

years ago prefer a free life to the restricted and half kind of 
life that for different reasons h has had in cGill. I try 
al aye as I am speakin~ to think of the fine side of the de-
votion of a me; l.o isl"well of .... ;... t eory and to ecinntific 
philosophy in a' ~rcantile citJ ~l business age. I repeat 
that again and aeclln nen he ald ~av€ had to take co bination 
courses I have been asked by the men, if it larc really necessary 
to take'Dr H.'s half of the work to get my half. ---~ 

.. -
As for Dr T. I have just referred to one critiasm of his 

teaching that ho ever 1mjustifiable from the dogmatic point of 
view has no doubt been disadvantageous to the department. I 
think that Dr Tait has yet to Mork his way to a full, free 
apprehension of the mental and moral and spiritual life of man. 
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I would say the same thing about Dr H. They know tba t I think this 
about them and their lack of reasoned belief in the personality of 
man. They would say that I do not take the laboratory point of view, 
and that the future of the Department is dark beoause I do not take 
it. O&.J Q> AI r It would be dark if I did. 

I I c.., ~ '" , ::=>:' 

Do not mistake stirrings and strugglings and antagonism in a 
Department for a condemnation of it, for calling it unsatisfactory. 
They are birth-pangs. 

I object to the idea that I have presided over the destinies 
of the Department. No man can make the destiny of another man, unless 
we believe in the faulty scientific determinism of same psychogists, 
and scientists. Men make their own destiny. Then the destinies in 
Philosophy have been partly determined by the action of ~ pre­
decessor. Dr T. bad a very serious war with the late Principal when 
he came back from the War. He tried to hold up your predecessor and 
made himself very objectionable. 

As to the matter of promotion and an independent Department, 
Dr T. took the ground when he came here that a Dr Degree from Harvard 
was quite enough to make a man a Professor any~re. I told h1m 
years ago tEat=I ala not see this. I always told him to publish 
things that would give him a name outside MOGill. I have heard him 
begin again and again to criticise the standing of Professors in the 
University who had an international name in their subjects. He and 
Dr H. have always been tremendous critics of the past polioy of the 
University. 

I think I had better stop meantime. I want to say definitely 
that l have been profoundly dissatisfied with some things obtaining 
in tOO-Department of Philosophy - it is not l!1!.ne, and it could net 
be, it is the University's. I am just as m~ a~ainst these m~n in 
many ways as they are against me. The complaints the. t I have got 
against them for years~and ~our predecessor used to hear them and 
pass them on to me) were enough to sink a Department of Philospphy. 
I bore with them because (1) these men were in the University and 
.ere plaoed there just as much as I had been; (2) because I thought 
that they would out-grow them wben they were older and had more 
experience of life. I thought they would out-grow their scientific 
prejudices against Philosophy. I think that Dr T. ~s to some extent. 
fut Dr H. is still a good deal of a voltarian - out to smash some .. .u.. ...... I"!i_ 

or their logical grounds - illogioal~to him. There is ~g battle 
between us, and it is a life ba~£re. 

Prague University is faCing the same thing about the appointment 
of a Psychologist. The Professors of Philosophy disbelieve in a 
whole lot of stuff that has been taught *nder the name of psyohology. 

The University, however, will be obliged 
to have a Department of Psychology, and it must be!!:&e, for they 

tA~~vL..!u, 



~ay to-day that psychology is one of the natural sciences 
like biology or anthropology. It might be put in a department 
anthropology as is l8.rtly done at COimmbia University. 

I 

Ask Richie, Principal Smythe, Fraser and Professor A.R.Gordon 
(Hebrew) about how our teaching, the three of us is regarded. 

<2i tu 
. If it were not for cme my Introduction to Phylosophy ~ ~ J 

1) oral Philoso~hy t ~e, ?rinciples of Social Philosophy the 
department of philosophy WOUld be condemend as materialistic 
and p~iological,as negative to personality and metaphySic and 
idea~ /j 

to {/~ 

In 10. 1 I give/the young minds of young students the 
ideals on which nx± civila4-eation rests and outl in~ of the great 

I I ' speculative attempts of the human mind. . 
le I 

~ No. 2 the Moral Philosophy is made obli8ato~ by the 
theological colleges and all their men: 

~ (( lJ 
Ilo. 3 I want to get back again to tor sociology cannot be 

materialistic. I am over vondering~ow the new sociology is ,tJ __ \ __ ... >=-d_O_i_~" Bust have;,s.pproved philosohy of -society as ~ ~ 
I will add that the whOle idea of water .... tighttaepartmentsC,is 

largely ~erican, and especiully the idea of managing~as you do a 
department ~XEa stores. Ho University man to-day believes in 
iron-bound departments. You cannot rope together a lot of sub-

I" 

jects whioh may not go together. Subjects are alsways bursting 
lL~~~ .rtheir bonds as you kno as in the case of p8y9hol~ chemistry 
P'cr-- ~'-( Or as in th~ case of psychOlogy. And the new mfn who is appointed 

to these things will accept no dictation from t~e men who repre­
sent the older subjects. He alone knows his job. 

I have been seeing the international congress of pschyologists 
here have visited Cambridge from 07~ord. It has all been pretty 
hard during I!ly dear wife's illness. 

~~ Yours ever faithfully, 

J--.r~ 0Jt..--u~ 



.ORGANIZATIONS FEDERATED IN COUNCIL 
REPRESENTED ON 

EXECUTIVE BY 

The Church of England in Canada - - Canon c. W. Vernon, B.O. 
The Methodist Church in Canada - Mr. J. W. L. Forster. 
The Presbyterian Church in Canada Rev. D. N. MacLachlan, BA 
The Bapti,t Church in Canada - Rev. M. C. MacLean, B.A. 
The Ccngregational Church in Canada - - - Dr. F. J. Day. 
The Salvation Army - - - - - - - Cclonel H. E. Otway. 
The Evangelical Association of North America Rev. J. G. Litt. 
The Canadian Prisoners' Welfare Association Mr. John Kidman. 
The Canadian Women's Christian Temperance Union • Mrs. W. T. G. Brown. 
The Canadian Brotherhood Federation - - Mr. Thomas Howell. 
The National Council of the Y.M.C.A. - - Chas. W. Bishoo, BA 
The Dominion Council of the Y.W.C.A. - Miss Marjory Ford. 
The Canadian Council of Agriculture - - - J. G. Lethbridge, M.L.A. 
The National Ccuncil of Women of Canada - - Mrs. H. W. Parsons. 
The Victorian Order of Nurses in Canada - Mrs. J. Charlotte Hanlngton. 
The Dominion Ccuncil, R.T. of Temperance - - Rev. W. P Fletcher. 
The Canadian Conference on Public Welfare Mr. J. H. T. Falk. 
The Federation of Women's Institutes - Mrs. W. E. Todd. 
The Canadian National Association of Trained Nurses - Miss E. MeP. Dickson 
The Social Service Ccuncil of Newfoundland - Rev. D. B. Hemmeon. 
The Citizens' League of Bermuda - - - Mr. H. M. Hallet!. 
The Social Sarvice Council of P.E.I. Mr. R. C. Sidenius. 
The Social Service Ccuncil of New Brunswick - Mr. Donald Fraser. 
The Social Service Ccuncil of Nova Scotia Dr. H. R. Grant. 
The Social Service Co"ncil of Quebec - - Rev. Gordon Dickie, M.A. 
The Social Sorvico Council of Ontario - Prof. T. R. Robinson, Ph.D. 
The Social Service Council of Manitoba - D. B. Harknesl, MA 
The Social Service Ccuncil of Saskatchewan - Rev. W. P. Reekie. 
The Social Service League of Alberta - - Mr. H. H. Hull. 
The Social Service Council of British Columbia Rev. N. A. Harkness, BA 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
PreSident, 
McGill University, 
Montreal, Que. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

tn:bt ~ocial 
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"THERE IS ALWAYS A NEW HORIZON FOR FORWARD LOOKING FOLK ' 

Honorary Presidents-

Most Rev.S P.Matheson,D.D , LL.D · 
Primate of Canada. 

Chester D. Massey, ESQ. 

Vice· Presidents-

Rev. C. W. Gordon, LL.D., F.R.S.C 
Mrs. Emily F. Murphy 
Mrs. W. E. Sanford 
Mrs. S R. Wright 
Prof. E. M. Keirstead, LL.D. 
W. H. Wiggs, Esq. 
Rev. R. W. Ross, 0 .0. 

EXECUTIVE OFFICIALS 

President-
Very Rev. Dean L. Norman Tucker, D.C.L. 

General Secretary-Dr. John G. Shearer 
Assistant Secretary-Charlotte E. Wh;tton, MA 
Recording Secretary-Dr. T. Albert Moore 
Treasurer-Frank Sanderson, Esq., MA LL.D 

BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
The President (Chairman) 
The General and Recording Secretaries 
The Treasurer and 
Rev. Peter Bryce 
Dr. Chas. J. Ccpp 
Ven. Archdeacon I ngles 
Mr. J. O. McCarthy 
Dr. Geo. C. Pidgoon 

~ublisbttS of "~otial atlfare" 

504-5 CONFEDERATION LIFE BUILDING 
(TELEPHONE MAIN 2751) 

Toronto, ........ .... . Ju "e .. . 8th ..... .... ... ... 192 l . 

I had the pleasure of being one of a team of 
speakers on social welfare subjects at a series of conventions 
held in the rural portions of Quebec province recently, the 
ground covered being ~ainly tLe counties of Huntingdon , 
Chateauguay and Beauharnois. 

Dr.W.B. Tait, Professor of Psychology -in McGill. 
wa~ one of the team. I was proxoundly impressed with two 
things in the case of ~ofessor Tait; firs t his manifestly 
exceptional ability wri~r was uniforml~ appreCiated and 
ad~ired by the audien s; econd, the service that incidentally 
i t seemed to ~e, he wn~ ~ ndering to the University of 
Mc~ill. Bright young people gatcered about him in groups 
qt the close of each seSSion and were propounding all kinds 
of questions growing out of his addresses and thus becoming 
increasingly "nterested in Mn~ill Unive~sity. 1 can 
conceive of no publicity work and no extension work of 
greater value ~han t hat which was incidentally rendered by 
Professor Tait in addr essing these social welfare conventions. 

I have no doubt you have many professors in 
Mc~ill who could do similar ork and 1 have long felt that 
more or l es popular extension lecturing might well be 
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made use of to a much greater extent than at present by our 
vanadian UniversitlO .• 

In any va~e you have an exceptionally able and valu~ble 
man in ~rofessor Pait. Pardon the libert 1 take on seniing 
on this stateoent and suggestion. 

Wishin~ you all succes aa President of ~Gill. I am 

Yours sin .... erely. 

JG8/D General Se retary. 



Dr~ ohn~. vhaarer, 
5 4-5 Confed r tl0 
oronto, 0 to 

'D r Dr •• hoarer:-

e FI . , 

Jun 
~en h 
19210 

I thank tJ ou 0 t a.rmly for your 
1 tter of June at. ~ 

1nt re 
Dr. • 

i hes, 

ra tlf ing to mo 
orvice or in 

ourably. e f 01 
alunll man nd on 
race t You 

Cordlall r c proo tin our good 

Yours fait ~ully. 

r no! 1 .. 



FACULTY OF ARTS 

PSYCHOLOGICAL LABORATORY 

Mc GILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL. 

May 30, 1_21. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

Princip~l MeGill University, 

Montre3.1, Que. 

Sir: 

During J. con veT'sation ~;i th regard to ",ne sta.tus of 

Psychology you asked ne to ~repa.re a list of the ehief 

universities in D.S.A. "here it WtG a dev~rtmpnt by itself. 

I have now ~uch ]lelSUre in suhrnitting this list. ~he 

reason for delay is due to the ~'ct that on my return 

frOM H:.I.rvr~rd I ''1 ' tS bo,')ke'l for 3. series of lectures in this 

Arovi~ce, which cccupie~ all of ilst ~eek. These lec)ures 

~ere ~iven lnder the ~uspices of the Sc~ial Service Council 

of Canada and 7ere well reoeived. 

I reaain, 3ir, 

very reSllectfully yours 



Some of the :..rinci pal uni versi ties vThere psychology 

is a selJara te de: Hl.rtment. 

California 

Lelanf Stanford 

Johns Hopkins 

Ohio State 

North ·Western 

Pennsylvania 

rinceton 

Chicazo 

Ill~nois 

Clark 

Ca.mhrici.e;e, Ene;. 

Toronto 

Col1trnria (In this university >art of it is in 

~hilos . ... rld ~ .l.rt witb education.) 

Carnegie Institute rit:shur~. 

Harvard (Psych. is one of three in a Division 

including Philos. and Social ~thics.) 
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Dr. C. F. ,hri:.:'n, 
Dea.n I F 'Lcu1 ty of Mea cine I 
AeGill University, ~ontre\l. 

DC.lr Ur. DO:l.n, 

~hiB is to l".rl.l.:nk y 11 for your very cordi 1.1 

let,,+,or of ":,he ~th. inst. ,/ith rel.'eren~e to .. iS3 Ru·ssetL. 
• 

1'y rnr~ 0~e in rlent;'onin~ 'he n 'Lt~ .. el' + .. 0 ~r. Ilincys (1 VHS 

.:or":.1.nce ot 3cho~:1:rshi: . r ~Jhir.l{ ":.h'l.":. you 'Titt '1. IT !"ee wit .. h 

me th '\.t the t)10 ye lors 30el.1.1 S~ rvi. co COllroe i r, no't "\. 30r-

ious !:l _ t ".:.er ., en co~: l.red ri th tho CoursG le.' in:: ":.0 '!" .. hc 

D.A. Degree. Tn the tormer thnre is lit~le B~'enc~ Lnd no 

st.1.ti'1·-,ic~. 

'3h-outd no' nece'1-lr~'" "'0 "0 "'no'c 
... -." .J .J .., 

c'Jnfusa: ';I-t l.t~14+ 'M 
·,_.,.,1 ......... ..,]. -:-0 ny 'rL10~+h' .~ .... "" 

.... \J ... rlo •• ... "._., !~ GhouL1 ' e '1. 

Jr",du L to re" \.r i for lor~. . ell. ..... ~n.~ J dthfutly ~t,.,r.e ~ith 

atron,,: inn', ~ ~t .. ions of ;'lOT to foJ 10 
- .. . .10 W. 

At. .l,rt .• er.t. n'are iD to'" h . J.. , .,., .. "r~llC .. ro> 1.11.\.ll.n \ ~nd 

froth in con~action I!th oO_:~l ro~orn 
:.Lnd 



university :'co. le ~hou1d set t! "'~r 4O>\ces \''''l.~nBt. t1t 

re.uired is Aore .. u:et ,fork ':. ~boGe Hho ... 035e.33 the 

nl')rde;! intellectl.al tOOls .. 'rilO ye \,1'6 study is insnrticient 

n1 the very ~in~Mun lho~lj 0 the :osso,s!on ot l.n 

Arts T>e~ree .... - th hi"'h st \r.iin1 in Joll 3U' jects. Un1en'" 

'"lOMe 81 ab. f1tmd .. rd 18 se"':. u~ l.nd. "l.;n."t'1°nei +Jh~ "':Tor:k '!Till 

scientific renc1rch ne.ns. 
, 

I h \. T0 rfr1 t ten fr1.n!:l y and 0: er.ly -.y ~l1n .. er on 1 

• convictions ~hi..h rl\.y re entirely ~ ron.:;. Tt s only y 

~an liveth :0 h1~3eLf. 

t rO!'ll.in 



Professor J. C. Simpson. 
Uedioal Building. 

Dear Professor Si~psonl-

• 

Februar7 
Nln\b 
1923. 

The Prinolpal has a_ked me 
to acknowledge your letter of February 8th wl\h 
reterenoe to the oourse 1n Psyoholog, and '0 8&7 
that he has forwarded it to Dean taine for aotlon. 

Yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal's Seoretar7. 



MEMORANDUM REGARDING EQUIPMENT IN EXPE I~lli TAL PSYCHOLOGY. 

Some four or five years aeo, MeGill kegan to 

receive from Sir William Macdonald the annual sum of tfO 

hundred and fifty dollars ($250) for Experimental Psychology. 

Of this sum, some $580 have been spent, leaving a cash 

balance of about $950 up to July 1, 1909. What has been 

bought inclndes a chronoscope and various pieces of apparatus 
G.::~, 

necessary or desirable in ~rstandine the Psychology of the 

brain, the phenomena of colour-,of sound etc. More detailed 

information regard.ine this could be obtained from Dr.Hickson, 

~ho has had, up to the present, charge of this work in 

Experimental Psychology. It is well to state, however, that 

McGill for one reason or another has made but a very tentative 

beginning in this whole matter. The demand for experimental 

work has not yet been stimulated to any great extent. There 

has also been difficulty about the appropriation of roons 

for experimental purposes. All this, hovrever, would 

doubtless be changed by the presence of a competent man in 

the subject who would be enthusiastic enough to develop a ! 

real interest. in experimental work in the University. 

Arrangements in McGill have necessarily been in abeyance for 

some years. Interest, however, in expe~imental work has 

been expressed in different quarters of the University and 


