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las • L. Shepard, 
Box 158t, Route o. 6, 
Athens, Ohio. 

Dear adam:-

June 14th. 1928. 

In the absence of the Principal 
I beg to ackno lede r ceipt of your letter of June 
12th applying for a position in the Department of 
German at ~cGi11 UniverSity. 

I regret to have to inform you 
th t th staff of this Department is complete for 
next ses ion. Your application ill be placed on 
file and should vac ncy occur 111 be given every 
coneiderat1on. 

Yours faithfully 

Secretary to the Principal. 
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• 
!l.s~istant,()hjo IJniversity 1918-1~19 

A.Q. 11 "1919 

teCic her, h i~h se boo 1, R ichll1ord, V';).. 1919-198) 

stujent,Ohio ~t~te Univ~rsity,sum~~r 1930 
teacher,~i~h school,~ashin~ton,n.c. 192J~1821 

stu:ient,C:eor~!! 17a.sbington University 1980-1921 

r.A." " " 1921 
instructor,Ohio State Pniversity 1921-1825 
stu:ient,Jermany dnd ~r~n~~,summ!r ' la22 

" University of ljalifornia,sum'11er 1924 
insLruotor ani 3tuient,Rryn u~wr ~oll~~e 1~25-192R 

awarded Anna Ottendorfer M~rnorial F~llo~ship 192~ 

stu~~nt,Univ~rsity of Vienn~,Au~tria 192q-1n~7 

in. tructor,Ohio 1t.te University 1987-1928 
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or J. '. to. 
ity o:J llichigan, 
or. ichiga. 

D - ~. ton J. • 

c tine y UP oa ish e. 

27th 0 m r. 
1 2 9 • 

• 

o i 11y r cipro-

I am, 

':'v r your f 1 thfully. 

Prine ill 1. 



Oc 0 10. 19 o. 

• 

Pri c 1 " 



Proto 0 .• L. Gr 'Et, 
D pnrtn nt of German. 

De r Prote or Grnft. 

oh 14, 1930. 

~he Prinolp 1 kG m to toll 
r p y to hie invlt t10n to ho od rn 
oelation r C rdina hal ins thoir 1 

1 in Docoober. 1932, Prot 
r d th t the matt r . 

council. 

II a.ddo tha. t u 
lotion of pi 0 ot D otinc 1 ma 

ovor n yea.r in a v nc • 

Yours very truly. 

Secrotary to the Prine! 1. 
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McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF PSYCHOLOGY 

Jun 20 , 1932 

Dear Prof ssor Graff , 
.-., I am in conpl te accord 1i th you s to the 

nec ss \ ity for mor ,ttcntion b ing pui. to linguictics at cGill . 
As youare U\1arc the psychologist is inter stecL from two points 
of view-- research and c..r • The lattcr depcnCLs to a gre~t ext nt 
upon the former ~ld at th pr s nt time' 0 ,ro very much in the 
dark ('.8 to th~ mo.Zor C .... US G ror t:i.e occ ~'L ~e of Illru1,: spe ch 
d f·cts . : Cnll r1.Csure ou ... h t this d' t -l- .nt will contribute its 
sha.re to rG.s better l.L'1c:.c:.'s tnndin; of ~lns imn"'rtant (' lA. S t ion 
and al:Jo to' .~rds th~ pr ct ic 1 :lSC of our ':no 11 ,dge ':n the tr 1\t­
mcnt of CuBes . In nearly ~ll the important university centers of 
the ,lOrld sp cch clinics h~.v be~n set -.... 1' lld if possible the arune 
sholud be don here . 

Very ~incerely yours , 

Profcsaor .1 . 1 . Graff , 
D 11 rt!!Lnt of Ger mnic Lnn N s 
l:cGill Univ rsi ty . 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF GERMANIC LANGUAGES 

~ir rtnur currie, 
PrincifD,l, ..• cGill university, 
:Jontre9.l . 

:Jear .;lir thur: 

MONTREAL , JUlle 21, 19.;2. 

I notice that Pl'of • . ~."). T it's letter got laixedup non'" some of my 

papers . I ~ enclosin~ it in this envelope. 

verT sincerely yours, 



.. 

• Inter-department Correspondence 
~ 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

June 20 , 19:32. 

Dr . .L. Groff, 
Denart~ent of Germanic Languages . 

De~x Dr . Graff, 

I hfve read over your memora~d~ on the organizrtion 

of phonetic work &t 'cGill ~t~ great interest, f~d I now wish to sry 

trAt I agree with your ~rguments and conclusions unqualifiedly. "Anything 

which can be done to make the st"ldEnts in this ]'acul ty more voice- consci ous 

or which will in any way leed than to improve t~ei r "ppreci~tion of the 

spoken word wilJ rl ys ve my unconditiona su,port . I need scarcely 

~dd, however, as you do yourself at the end of your memorandum, that no 

furtcer University expansion should be nttenpted while existing salaries 

are being reduced in emount . 

YOl.J'S very sincerel y, 

Dean 



FACUL'l'Y OF AR'.I'S 
MON~l'RF.u\L 

DfIJoPAR'J.'.&IEN'r OF GI'~R:\lANIC L .... NGUA..ng~ 

Sir rthur Currie, 
Principal, McGill University, 
Arts Building, 
Montreal. 

Lear Sir Arthur: 

I , June 19, 1932. 

At your request I am submitting to you in 

writing the main points of my oral suggestions made during our 

conversation of a few weeks ago. The reason why I have not sent 

you this memorandum sooner is because 1 had to dispose of various 

other urgent matters first. I am also enclosing letter from 

Prof. . D. Tait giving expression to his interest in this matter 

from the point of view of psychology. 

Very sXncerely yours, 



FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF GERMANIC LANGUAGES 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 



FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF GERMANIC LANGUAGES 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

f 



GOETHE CENTENIHA L 

Arranged by the MONTREAL BRANCH OF THE GOETHE SOCIillY OF AMERICA 

Programme of Lectures and Entertainments given in Commemoration of the 
hundredth Anniversary of Goethets Death, March 22nd, 1832. 

February 1st, 1932. Goethe's Life. Illustrated. Professor H.Wa1ter 

February 8th, 1932. Goethe's Art of Living. Professor W.L. Graff 

February 15th, 1932. Goethe the Poet. Professor Barker Fair1ey, 
University of Toronto. 

February 22nd, 1932. Goethe and Philosophy. Professor C.W. Hende1 

February 29th, 1932. Goethe and Science. A Symposium. 

March 7th, 1932. 

March 14th, 1932. 

A. Goethe's Attitude to Science. 
Dr. H.W.A. Hickson 

B. Goethe's Scientific Achievements. 
Professor H. Oertel. 

Goethe in English Literature. Professor A.S. Noad 

Dramatic Recital (in German). Mr. Max Mont or , 
New York City. 

All these lectures will be given on their respective dates ~t 8.30 p.m. 
at Moyse Hall, McGill Uni versi ty. 
The public is cordially invited to attend. 
Lectures will be in English. 

A banquet will be held on March 22nd, 1932. 

Those interested in joining the Goethe Society (fee $5.00, including the 
valuable publications of the Goetho Gese11schaft of Weimnr) please 
communicate with Dr. H. Walter, McGill University. 
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

FACULTY OF ARTS 

DEPART MENT OF GERMAN IC LANGUAGES 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Princi .. a1, 
McGill University_ 

Dea r Si r Arthllr, 

MONTREAL 

March .)ra. 1932. 

We ar~ arran~ing to h~ld our Goetne ban~uet. 

whi ch wi 11 c :mcluc.e tne seri I~::) Clf our C'JElmemOr& ti 'In events 

on March 22nd. in the Teutallia Club on l,buntain Jtreet, 

sometime in tile eveniDt, "the h)u:,. still t:l be fixed. 

The atmosphere will be th')r )uLn1y internati )nal, there will 

be speeches in German, in English c.nd in French. ~ui te a number 

of McGill men, who are members of the Society anu others have 

indicatec their intentiJn to be present. 

May we look fo1'w< rd to the pleasure of seein[ you 

among us the t evening? I neo::c hardly assure y ~hJ. thoi we 

shoulc appreciate the h .. mour of YJur presence very hit:.hly. 

A forlaal invitati:m will te Selit to you as s 'y)n ae Wt:: kn)w 

that y:m will find it c:.Jnvenient to attenc.. 

Sincer~ly y')urs 

4t~ 
H. VALT~R. 
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Sir Arthur • Currie 
McGBl University 
Montreal, Canada. 

Dear Sir Currie: 

Lexington, Ky., 
September 5 

I would like to become a professor of the Germsn language at 
McGUl Uni versitj·. 

In June, 1931, I will have been graduated from the University 
of Kentucky or Ohio Uni varsity wi th An A. B. degree. My IIlfI jor work ha s been 
in German; my minor work in philosophy • 

. nll you ple~se inform me, or refer nw letter to one who can in­
form me, by Wha t procedure I can become 8 member of the llcGlll faculty? Please 
include what salary the beginner can expect, living expenses at Montreal, etc. 

Thanking you in advance for this serVice, I am, 

Very truly yours, 

r.;.:s: ~~~ } · 
.7. Headley Rve., 

l,exington, Ry. 

F. S. Ferhaps you also know of 8 proSpective 
vacancy at Uacdon~ld University. 

JSPjr 
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Prinoipal 0 f 
MoGill College, 

Montreal. 

Dear Sir:-

• 

P. O. Box 249 Station B. 
Montreal, July 23rd , 1930. 

I am a graduate (~r. Phil.) of the University of Zurich 

(Switzerland), was ~any years French and German teacher in 

European High Sohools also at the Berlitz Schools of languages. 

I have, therefore, a thorough knowledge of the modern methods 

of teaching new languages. 

I would like to teach German for beginners at MoGill College 

using modern methods, and I am sure I will have here in Montreal 

the same success as I always had in Europe. 

If this proposal interests you, I will be pleased to meet you 
or your assistant, if you will be kind enough to grant me an 

appointment. 

Yours very truly, 

# il~cr-c~ 
711Y cf.1.~/~~ 
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SIR, 

UNIVERSITY COLLEGE OF NORTH 'WALES, 

BANGOR, CAERNS., 

GREAT BRITAIN, 

7th January, 1930. 

Having heard that there are frequently changes in the Staff decided upon at this time of the 

year, I take the liberty of inquiring if possibly you desire to engage a new instructor in German at 

your College. If such is the case, I beg to offer my services, as I think I can fill such a post to 
your satisfaction. 

At present I am engaged on the Staff of the University College of North Wales, Bangor, 
Great Britain, as a German Lektor for the Session 1929-30. My duties cover lecturing proper 

(Gothic, Old High German), the reading of literature, correction of essays and translations, grammar 
lessons, and conversational practice for all stages from the Elementary Class up to the Honours 

Class. Apart from my official appointment, I conduct one introductory and one fairly advanced class 

of (together) 14 Staff members of this College, and one class for the Chemistry Department (Staff 

and Research Students). Though it has been my aim to employ German as a medium for instruction 

throughout, I had to lecture a good deal in English for the benefit of beginners, and for making 
myself better understood in cases where it was found expedient. 

I took up my philological studies in 1924 at Munster University (Westphalia), and continued 

them at the Universities of Munich, Berlin, Wales (Bangor), and Hamburg. I am greatly indebted 

to the teaching of Von Kraus (Munich), Roethe, N eckel (Berlin), Borchling and Agathe Lasch 

(Hamburg) in philology, and in German Literature to Robert Petsch and Meyer Benfey (Hamburg). I 

am keeniy interested in comparative phonetics, and my liking was greatly fostered by the lectures and 
demonstrations of Forchhammer (Munich). 

To sum up my academic record, I have to add that English and Philosophy are my other 

subjects. At present I am engaged in preparing a thesis for the Hamburg Ph. D. on " Word Formation 

ZIt Early Old High German." I confidently hope this will be out by the Summer or early Autumn 

of this year although naturally in research work like tbis a definite date of completion cannot be given 

in advance. ancl it might be unwise to forecast the success of the thesis. However, I want to make 

it clear that in the event of my getting a position at your College at the beginning of next Session, 

I hope to have obtained the degree of Ph. D., or at least to have my thesis near completion. In the 

latter case, if appointed, I should consider myself duty bound to present my thesis to a board of 
examiners at the earliest opportunity. 

REFERENCES: 

Dr. EDNA PURDIE, head of the German Department, University College of North \Vales, 

of this City, will be good enough to give full particulars concerning my abilities. As for my 
proposed thesis I beg to refer you to Professor Dr. BORCHLING, Director des Deutschen 

Universitats Seminars, Bornplatz, Hamburg. For any particulars concerning my character and 

integrity the following friends in the U.S.A. will be glad to give information: Mr. EDwARD 

E. LEONARD, 26, Main Street, Pawtucket, Rhode Island; and Dr. FRITZ KOELLN, 75, Federal 
Street, Brunswick, Maine. 

Further references may be obtained on application from Professor EDwARD ROBERTSON, 

M.A., B.D., D.Litt., Lluesty, Bangor, and Sir HARRY RElCHEL, M. A., LL.D., Rector Emeritus 

of Bangor College, Bangor. Mr. JOHN GALSWORTIIY (the Author), Grove Lodge, The Grove, 

Hampstead, London, N. W. 3, very kindly and on his own initiative promised me to write to 
you concerning me if you should want to ask him. 

Should you desire to know about the efficiency of my teaching to Staff members, Dr. 
BRADFIELD, Department of Chemistry, University College of North Wales, Bangor, and Mr. A. K. 
STOUT, M. A., 24, College Road, Ballgor will kindly give you all the information desired. In 
addition, Professor H. WRIGHT, M.A., head of the English Department of this College, will 
testify as to my proficiency in English and general character. 

Awaiting the favour of an early reply seeing that I shall have to make definite plans for the 
Ilext months according to the kind of answer you will give. 

am, Sir, 

Yours tru ly, 





) n!er-deparlmenl Correspondence 
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
PrinciJ![ 1, 
McGilL University, 
Montreal . 

DeC.4r Sir Arthur , 

11&y 18th . 193;). 

I am sure that you "llIi11 be interesteci in seeing 
from enc10sea report of the Goethe Society of Am~rica 
vlha t <..t prominent posi ti on has been ctssigr.ed to the 
Montreal Branch, "hich owes so l11uch to the 'r-enevolent 
attitu~e of tue authorities of kcGil1 Univ.r~ity. 

1ith best ·"i::.hes for a very lJleE...cant SUIIlr.'ler, 

I rema i n , 

/ ( ( ~ 

I 

(I 



18th, 1933 • 

• Frote ~sor 
rt nt (..of 

D r Pro or lt r. 

hnk yo f r ndi e th 

r port of th Go th Soc1 ty 1 ~ lc I h 

not d it pI n I r turni g 

her th e I Bur ou er at 1 r 
cr dt tor your r ork hi ... on b h of ... 
the Go th mor1 1 Y • 

r your f ithfully , 

Principal. 



UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR 

GERMAN DEPARTMENT 

p. s' 

-._--

)r~~~{L.~~~ 

y~ ~ ~.1i,.~ ~ ~\(~~ ~ ~ , 

A- ~ ~ ,.~-t.d'"~ 1-:> t:{ ~) ~ 

~~~~~~~~~ 

~ ~. ~r--~~~.tuJ. 



Prot 
Germ 
Uni 

ay 12, 1933. 

n, 

D r Pro fc oor ton., 

I your 0 of' th nd a 1 
to no t t you return d "'f' 1y to nn rbor. ou 

1nt r rn t you u t h roueht luck 
to h B b 11 T • b e uo th y pro p 1y proc dad 

to t k doubl r fro B 1t! or on un ay ana 

on gain on ·on ay., thus cle n p of the 

G ries. Th y too on Jer y e1t on u sd y nd 

on in. 

1 th 11 00 d i she • 

I D, 

r yours f ithfu11y, 

PrincIpal 

y 



GERMAN DEPARTMENT 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGAN 
ANN ARBOR 

May 1, 1933 

Principal Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B.,G.C.M.G., 
McGill University, 
Montreal, P. Q., 
Canada 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

Possibly you may not have received a letter from 
me a week or so ago in which I said that I might be in 
Montreal on Saturday, May the 6th, and asked whether it 
might be possible to see you. Please forgive my troubling 
you again, but if there is a possibility of seeing you 
then or on the following Saturday, May the 13th, I would 
like to do so. 

I will be passing through Montreal on June the 20th 
on my way to the Old Country, but perhaps you would not be 
in Montreal at that time? 

With many apologies for troubling you again and with 
very kind regards, Yours ag ' 

J. W. Eaton 



PRINCIPAL AND VICE-CHANCELLOR: 

I nler-deparlmenl Correspondence 

FROM 
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY, 

MONTREAL. 
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APPLICATION OF 

JOHN WALLACE EATON 



ACADEMIC RECORD OF 

JOHN WALLACE EATO T, M.A. (DUBLI T), LL.B. (SASKATCHEWAN), 
LITT.D. (DUBLIN), 

PROFESSOR OF GERMA T IN THE UNIVERSITY OF :\lICHIGA r, U.S.A. 

rATIONALITY: 

DATE OF BIRTH: 

SCHOOLS: 

UNIVERSITIES: 

RELIGION: 

British. 

] uly 7th, 1886. 

Emmanuel College, London, England. 

St. Andrew's College, Dublin, Ireland. 

J 904-9. Dublin (Trinity College) . 

J909-IO. Sorbonne. 

J 9 1 3. Marburg. 

1914. Munich. 

Presbyterian. 

TEACHING EXPERIENCE: 1908-9. English Assistant, Oberrealschule, Kattowitz, ilesia, German}'. 

1909-10. Engli hAs. i tant, Lycee, Beauvais, France. 

RESIDENCE ABROAD: 

19 10- 12 . Assistant lecturer in German and French in the University of 
Bristol, England. 

19 12- 13. Lecturer in French, Queen's University, Kingston, Ontario, 
Canada. 

19 13-29. Profes or and Head of Department of German, University of 
Saskatchewan, Saskatoon, Sask., Canada. 

I 929-pre ent time. Professor and Head of Department of German, Uni­

versity of Michigan, Ann Arbor, Michigan, U.S.A. 

1907 . Three months in Heidelberg, Germany. 

J 908-1 O. In Kattowitz, Silesia, Germany, and in Beauvais, France. 

19 J 3. University of Marhurg, Germany-Summer Semester. 

J 916-18. In France with 28th Canadian Battalion and with the Intelli­
gence Corps. 

1918-19. Three month in Cologne, Germany, on the staff of the Mili­

tary Governor. 

Visited German), during summers of 1924, 1926, 1928, and 1930. In 

1926 read in the Royal Library, Copenhagen. 



PUBLICATIONS: 

TESTIMONIALS: 

REFERENCES: 

1911, :\1 a) , FortNightly Rl'vil'w (Lonoon) article, "The Englishman in 

Eighteenth Century French Comedy" (in collaboration with Professor :'vi. 
A. Gerothwohl). 

19 I 3, April, QUN'n's Qllart('rlr (Kingston, Ont.), article, "The Direct 

Method in the Teaching of Modern Languages". 

1920, .Tune, CaNfldian Magazine (Toronto), article, "In Occupied Ger­

many". 

1928, January, Mod('rn Lflnguflge Review (London), article, "Johann 

Elia Schlegel in Denmark" .* 

1928, April, Cart/flllic Rl'view (New York), article, "Klopstock and Da­

nish Literature". * 
19 2 9, October, C('rmanic Re1Jil"w (New York), articlf·, "Johann Elias 

Schlegel and German Literature". 

192 9, October, Cflmhridgl' UniVl'rsity P,"eSS (England), hook, "The Ger­

man Influence in Danish Literature, 1750-1770". 

1 931, October, C{'rlllauic Rl'vi('w (New York), article, "The French In­

fluence in Denmark in the Seventeenth and Eighteenth Centllrie ". 

193.3, January, C1'I"7IIa/l Quarterly ( lew York), :lrticle, "Goethe as a 

Guide to Living". 

(attached hereto): 

The late Professor Edward Dowden, University of Dublin, Ireland. 

Professor Robert Hcrndon Fife, Columbia University, New York City. 

President Alexander G. Ruthven, University of Michigan. 

Professor \V. B. Anderson, Department of Classics, Victoria University, 

:v1anchester, England. 

Provost E. J. Gw)'nn, Trinity College, Duhlin, Ireland. 

P rofessor J. G. Rohenson, University College, Gower Street, London, 

England. 

*The articles on Schlegel and Klopstock in Denmark are included 111 m) hook on "The G<.:rman Influ­

ence in Danish Literature, 1750-1770". 



The Senate, 

U niversit), of London, 

UNIVERSITY OF MICHIGA 

ANN ARBOR 

President)s Room 

January 12, 1933 

South Kensington, London, S. "T. 7, 

England 

Gentlemen: 

Copy 

I am informed that Professor John 'V. Eamn of this Univer.itr i. a candidate for a 
POi' . si IT' by CL 1 ."C/'o.l''/ o~ •• f ... .. ' 

Professor Eaton is Chairman of the Department of German IJ1 the U niversit" of 

Michigan. He has held the position since 1 929 . His work has been entirely satisfactory 

in every way. \\Then he came to his present position, he encountered a difficult and 

delicate situation. The department had become di organized during a period when it 

was without a head. Naturall)" several members of the staff did not approve of bring­

ing in :l man from another univer. ity . Mr. Eaton has succeeded in adju . ting the diffi ­

culties and differences of opinion in the department and has proved himself an efficient 

le:lder <lnd able administrator. He has succeeded in organizing his department by a 

combination of firmness and tact which has earned the general ;lpproval of the Michi­
gan faculty. 

Profes or Eaton is not only an able administrator and excellent teacher but ::Ilso ::I 

m;1I1 of great personal charm. He has made many friends on the Michigan f::lculty ::Ind, 

in the short time that he h::ls been in the U niversit)', ha become an integral part of the 

University group. He . peaks fl uently and ably and has made a favorahle impression on 
every public occasi()n on which he has appeared . 

The University of M ichigan would deeply regret his 10 s. In fact, his departure 

would leave a gap in the University faculty which would be vel") difficult to fill. In 

fairness to him, however, it must be said that the University which acquires his services 

will be very fortunate. 

I have the honor to he, Gentlemen, 

Sincerely yours, 

AGR: 
(Signed) Alexander G. Ruthven. 



Copy 

COLU;\;lBIA e TIVERSITY 

The Senate 

The University of London 

London, England 

Gentlemen: 

IN THE CITY OF NEW YORK 

D"l'flrtlllf'nt Of Grrl//(l1lic 
Lf/1/gllflgf'S 

January 17, 1933 

It has come to my attention that Profesor J. \V. Eaton, of the University of lVlich­

igan, is to be considered for ~ Chair in German, . It is a 

pleasure to send rOll such information a. I have concerning Professor Eaton's suitability 

for this position. 

During the past seven ye:1r~, J have known Professor Eaton, first as a member of the 

faculty of the University of Saskatchewan, :lI1d later at the University of Midli~an. It 

was with pleasure that I supported his candidacy as Executive Head of the Department 

of German at Michigan, and I have learned through administrative officer there that 

his work has been entirely successful from their standpoint. As editor of the Germanic 

Rf'vif'7.u, a research publication devoted to the interests of Germanic philology and the 

history of German literature, it has been my duty to examine several articles submitted 

by Professor Eaton for publication in the Rf'vie7IJ. \\r e have brought out three of these 

in the past four years, and have received evidence of appreciation from several of our 

readers. Professor Eaton's field of research, the early c1as ical period of German lit­

erature, and especially the relation of German authors to Denmark, i one which ha 

not heretofore been widely cultivated, and his findings are a real enrichment of our ma­

terial in this directi()n. His work in the literary history of Germany has heen done, it 

stcms to mc, with good method and in thoroughly scholarly fashion, and his presenta­

tion of tht resu lts is h} IlO mtans devoid of stylistic attractions . 

I should regret very much if he were to leave this country, since he i an active and 

useful member of the guild of German scholars here. Through various conferences and 

other pcrsollill contacts, I h;lve learned to know something of his personality, and re­

gard him ;IS a In;ln of personal charm ;lIld onc whose influence upon younger scholars is 

liktly to be ver} helpful. 

Respectfu lly yours, 

Robert H erndon Fife 

Chairman, Department of Germanics. 



Copy 

TRINITY COLLEGE, DUBLIN, 

26th November, 190 9 

Few Graduate. of Trinity College, Dublin, have had so distinguished a career in 

the department of l\1odern Literature as Mr. J. '\T. EATON. Having obtained a high 

place at Entrance, he competed in ) 905 in three subjects, English Literature, French, 

and Modern History; and in each ~ubject he gained a Fir.t Honour. I examined him on 

several occasions, when he distinguished himself in English Literature, and I always 

expected 1\1 R. EATON to do well, and always found my expectation fulfilled. 

A series of First Honour in English Literature, French and Histor\" led up to his 

obtaining a First Class Senior Exhibition. Two years later this was followed br a 

Foundation Scholarship in Modern Languages (FI:ench and German) and in the fol­

lowing year (190 9) MR. EATON took his qualification for the B.A. Degree by a 

Senior 1\ 1 oderatorship (2nd of ) st rank) in M odern Literature (French and German). 

This i a remarkable career, and during part of his time of study l\lR. EATON was 
obt'lining experience as a teacher in Germany. 

I have no hesitation in savinO" that there is here evidence of great abilit), power of 

teady work, and not only i<IH~wledge, but the power of presenting his knowledge 

effectively-his qualifications for teaching I believe to be high, and it is with great 

pleasure that I bear this testimony in ,'\1R. EATON'S favour. 

EUWARD DOWUEN, 

(Professor of Engli h Literature, 

Univ. of Dublin.) 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

FACULTY OF ARTS 

OFFICE OF THE DEAN 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.e.M.G., 
Principal, 

McGill Uni v ersi ty • 

My dear Principal, 

March 14, 1930. 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter, dated 

the 7th instant, from Professor J.W. Eaton of the University of 

Michigan, and a copy of my reply. 

YqUrs very truly, 

Encls.2 



German Department 

University of Michigan 

Ann Arbor, Mich., U.S.A. 

March 7, 1930. 

Dear Ira, 

I wonder whether you received a note fram me two or 
three weeks aho enquiring when Dr. Wal ter was due to retire f'rom the German 
department in McGill, and suggesting the possibility of my becoming a 
candidate for the position? 

Illien I didn't hear from you I wrote to Sir Arthur and 
had a nice letter back f'rom him in which he said that he would be glad to 
bring my name before the Selection Board when the time came to choose a 
successor to Dr. WaIter. 

Do you know when that time will be exactly? I am asking 
because I expect to be over in the old country this summer and there is a 
possibility of my being of'fered a chair in an old country university. In 
many ways I would ,refer to be in Canada, where, I rather think, I am now 
more at home than in England. 

Things are going fairly well here but I don't feel that 
I wish to remain here altogether or become a good American! Their ways 
and manners are very different from ours. By the way, could you tell me 
the salary that is attached to the German department? 

I trust that Mrs. lJacKay and deWolfe are well and that 
all is going well with you. 

I would like it as a favour if you would treat the matter 
I have touched on regarding a possible 'Vacancy in McGill as confidential. 

soon, 
With very sincere regards and hoping to hear from you 

Yours very Sincerely, 

(Sgd. ) J. W. Eaton 

P.S. I hear that t~e farmer will have none of the longer year in 
Saskatchewan Uni vers ity and tha t they are nO\7 faced wi th the necessi ty of 
letting out stUdents earlier or introduc1bg a three-term or quarter system. 

J.W.E. 
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My dear Eaton, 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

March 14. 1930. 

chigan, 
. ch •• U.S.A. 

I h ve received you.r letter of March 7th d I!lU t ask you to 

l'or ive m for not ans ering your form r letter at an 11 er I 

should v ry willingly have 8IlSwer it 11' I had had anything definite to' say. 

I dO' net no think, hewever, that th re is l1kely to be any open! in the 

Geman Department in this University at 811 etll'ly date. I de net tuo what 

Dr. alt r's age 1 but I sheuld judg it to' be Slightly ov r slxty. He ls, 

he ever, till vigoreus in mind and body and, I may Ise add? very thorough 

teacher 0'1: German. 

I am not per.m1tted under the practice ef the University to 

publish th exact salari 8 which we pay to' Protessors, but I may t 11 you that 

the standard salary fer a tull Prot /Jcr 1s 5000 ~ although there qu1 te a 

large number ot men on the to.tt ho ere ree 1ving more than that sum. I do 

not think, o'Wev er , that thi lntoraat1en 111 r 11'1 b ot eny valu to' you 

I h v e ed almo t tce the!' to be11ev in a 1'1 t r t 

si ty PrO' feasor • In th olden ay, lnolst quit 

loudly upon the nee that the al8l7 

account of th Un! rai ty shO'uld 1 b op end publ1 • I do not think, 

how ,hat th1 J'1gerou rlle or Univ ra1ty policy is any long r a r 111 

pr et1cul rul • A Univer 1ty in maldng ita appointments must be guided by 



• 

• 1. . ton, 2. 

ny eonsi t1ons, for p1 • th train! or t 

candid t, nd th inIportnne of th ubj et in 1 t t ching policy. th 

vail bie tund tor a.lary approprl tlon • I not 0 1 tt 

\1 of d can r Uy be tog th'Or 0 rloo in Un rai ty 

1'1uanc • 

I 

increaG in our 

at UL'lt"':H:lU hOlle1'ul 

n 'cGl11 in the 

t 0 nhall h e. eu t nU 

ly tur, 

r 1ty are in f our of 

an in er elart tund c 

:for that purpo. Aa you kn • h01'1 r. h 4) qu stio uncert n 

in a University, and ell th t wo e n r lly do 1 to 

wo.1 t patiently for th rutur. I do not reall 

ould be dV1 able for to ct on 0 llb t1 t 

class ope iug h r for om t • I n op n1 

do occur 0 shall our lntere t in °cG111. 

It ha all turn· out ju t as I Xl> eta. I 

hat you would r f r iu the cm 0 1tv in Brit1 h country. 

B pretty 

10 

you live on thi 111 discov r th t di 

ap1r1 t be the people of Canad a. the eo 1 of the Un! t 

Yours v '!!y lnc ely. 

(Sgd. ) Ira A. MacKay 
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