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to 1919 _ the period caTered by the letters quoted in yours of the 
9th _ plans for a gymnasium were made, and that these were submitted 
fo r tender. It wa presumed that Protessor Nobbs was remunerated 
for his service. in th development of such plans. It waa also 
assumed that if competitly d sign re sought, Professor NobbB 
should be given the privileg or ubmitting plans for the building 
if he so de ire • 

In vie of these fact, we w re Bked by th 
Committee to communic te ith you g in 80 that the matter might 
b given turther consideration, and that you ould be under no 
misunderstanding with regard to the ie B tak n by th Committee. 

May we assure you that thi question would not be 
r ieed wer we not confident th t decision to pl ce this work in 
the hand of any particular rchitects without competition, would 
seriously emb rraBS our effort in the enterpri e , aubJec UB to 
adver e criticism nd, we believe, place any rchitect so Bel cted 
in an unrortun t position in th eyes or our gr duate • 

ay we further point out that w do not wilh to 
do anything that would r flect in the slighteat degre ady rsely on 
ProfeB or Nobb t credit or reputation, and that this i in no .enae 
a personal matt r. It is the principle that Is under discus ion. 

e quite unders and that our intere t are all mutual in this enter­
prise , and that you must hay assurance that any building erect d 
must comply with your ideaa of your final de elopments. 

With this under tandlng, it should be possible for 
us to make some rrangement h reby no injury could be done to an7 
person and an oppor~nity afforded the graduate. to carry out the 
plans in such a mann e r as to LToid all criticiam. 
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ontre 1. 

De r Sir Arthura 

Yesterday your letter ot the 19th, relative 
to th architect for the proposed gymnasium, was placed before 
the Provisional Committee of the Graduates' Society. The 
Committ e, tt r a lengthy di CUB ion, remained still of th 
opinion that it would be of th greate t benetit to the gymn sium 
proj c t if the design of the building were matter of competi ion 
thr wn op n to McGill Gr du t architect. I want to emphaaiz 
th t this tee ling is not caused by the fact h t anyone architec 
is closely connected with the University. It i e entially a 
r eling - and very trong teeling - that such a procedur 0 ld 
free the Gr duates ' Society from any criticism of p rtiality nd 
ensure hat w get the best plans for a gymnasium that our ar­
chitect. can giTe us. e must recognize the fact that at the 
pr sent time th re 1s very little work in the architect ' otfice , 
and , consequently, it is n opportune time for any who may b 80 
inclined to critici e us it lip il mad. I m ure w 11 fe 1 
that i is ex remely important in proceeding with the collection ot 
the fund tor the project, that our first ste should not be 
subjected to the slightest advers critici m. This w the feel­
ing hieh ctuated a frank discu sion of your let ter . 

With regard to Profes or Nobbs, it as quit 
und r to od from your letter that the Governors felt that ther w. 
an oblig tion to hi with respect to University building. It wa 
developed, ho ver, in our eonver ation that the proposed building 
is not trictly speaking one that ould be put up by th Governor 
but ould be bull~ by the graduates, and bee u of that f ct the 
Governor ight b relieved of what th Y consider n ob1ig ion n 
their part. It a lso develop d in cony re tion that u sequ nt 
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I hope that after you have considered the 
foregoing I may discuss the subject further i"th you, together 
with Mr. P. F. Si •• , the representative of the Board of Governor 
on our C.ommi ttee. 

lmJ/RH 

Faithtully your , 

Pre.iden~, The Graduates' Society 
of McGill University. 
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PERC.Y f- NOBF'lS .. A F RIB A R A 

GEORGE T HYDE a·Se • b 

NOSSS & HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

14 PHILLIPS SQUARE 

MONTREAL. 

April 1, 1924. 

Sir Arthur Currie, K.C.B., 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

re:Proposed Arena, Gymnasium etc. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

I have pleasure in handing you herewith the 
thumb-nail plans as promised, showing possible disposition 
for a Hockey Arena, Gymnasium, Drill Hall and Bath, etc., 
on the irregular site between the Stadium and Pine Avenue. 
The amount of land occupied by the Arena is 56,000 square 
feet. 

As I informed you, we a.re of opinion th~t 
the whole thing can be done within a million dollars, as­
suming that the character of the building is kept simple. 

It has not been possible to do more than 
record in these drawings the eeneral layout which, so far, 
appears to us most likely to offer a solution of the re­
quirements, in such a way as to conform with the general 
scheme of the Sta.dium. The Gymnasium is the only part 
of the group which will be of any considerable height, 
and I feel very strongly that this should be placed in 
due relation to the cross axis of the Stadium; otherwise 
the people in the Stand will have a saw-tooth skyline 
as a background to the play. 

A set of preliminary sketch plans, suitable 
for submission to the Committee could be eot out in a 
fortnieht, if Dr. Lamb and 1.1ajor .Forbes can be available 
to advise us on details. 

Yours faithfully, 

,/40 a r. ~ ~7~· ,~, 

PEN/c 
Enc.Sketch Plans 1/32 scale • .r~ . .". - K 
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GE.O <G[ HYDE, e, ,.I: 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal 
:.fcGill University, 
Montreal, P. Q. 

Dear Sir: 

ARCHITECTS 

14 PH,~llf'& SQUARl 

MONTRi'"Al 

February 25, 1921. 

In reply to your note of the 23rd inst., 
and further to my letter of February 9th y I would say 
that my lett er to Mr. G1a ssco of arch 18, 1919, and 
.~. Vaughan's letter to him of 25th June, 1919, read 
together, are quite explicit -- the sums that might 
become due to us in certain contingencies in connection 
with the works specified are matters for agreement or 
arb i trat ion. 

I append a memorandum of the servioes of 
my firm to the University from March, 1919, to dat e. 
Remuneration for services of this kind oould in fu­
ture best be arranged in the form of an annual re­
tainer, as the separate items are~ from the nature 
of the case, inter-related. 

By the phrase "Vested interest in the 
material development" I mean that . my- firm· has 
been consulted and has furnished sketohes and in­
formation in oonneotion with so many prospeotive 
building sohemes during the last ten years, re­
ceiving no substantial remuneration for these ser­
vices but relying on compensation in resulting 
commissions when the various projects were oarried 
out. In view of the general situation, acoounts for 
minor services have not been rendered. These servioes 
are mentioned now in answer to your definite request. 

PFJJ/C 
Eno. 

Yours faithfully, 

7i 



25/2/21 

rETire. OF PROFESSIONAL SERVICE> 
TO THE UnIVERSITY 1!lRO~r lARCH, 1919 TO DATE. 

May, 1919 - Sketohes, Aerodynamio Lab. 
Nov. 1919 - Report s, Cost of Dormitories. 
Hov. 1919 - Sket ohes, Gymna sium II A. 
'Dec. 1919 - Plans, rcCord !5useum. 
!rnr. 1920 - Consultations re additions to 

phySiCS and Old ~~edical Buildings, etc • 
. Jay, 1920 - Block Plan, General Scheme. 
JulY,1920 - Birdls Eye General Scheme. 
Oct. 1920 - Sketohes, (3 schemes) Library. 
Jan. 1921 - Report (Gymnasium). 

IHY.PE 1. -

NOTE 2. 

~En/ 

In the case of the GymnaSium, the further 
amount incurred is mergeable in commission 
when the work goes on. Payment has been 
made in the ca se of the :JcCord Museum - a 
nominal sum of $200. As to the Library 
we only charged for out of pooket expenses; 
the value of services might be pl~ced at 
$2,500. 

The values of the Blook Plan and Bird's Eye 
drawings are considerable as drawings, and 
as instruments of servioe might be placed 
at a substantial figure. 

The minor consultations have absorbed an 
appreciable amount of time and office 
expense. 

If the Board does not desire to be under 
obligation to us, the sum of $5,000.00 
would be a reasonable adjustment on matters 
ariSing since Uarch, 1919, outside the Gym­
nasium. A settlement of this nature is not 
sought. 



NOSBS & HYDE 

ARCHITECTS 

1'-[ tiC-V r. NOBBS M.A .. FRI. A RC.A. 

GFORC F T. ~.YDE. B.se. <.e. 

The Prinoipal, 
MoGi11 University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

14 F' I Le r'S SQt..ARE 

MONTR[AL 

February 9, 1921. 

Following your oonversation with 
Mr. Hyde and myself yesterday, at whioh you 
kindly diso1osed to us oertain proposals, very 
favourable to ourselves, now under oonsideration, 
I have pleasure in enolosing a memorandum on my 
relations with the University from 1903 to 1921, 
as you requested. 

Yours faithfully, 

PEN/C 
Eno. 



1903-1910. 

1910-1915. 

9/2/21 .. 

Memorandum regarding Mr. Nobbs ' relations 
with the University 1903 - 1921. 

From 1903 to 1910 I occupied the ~aodona1d Chair 
in Architecture. During that time the number of stu­
dent s inoreased from 2 to about 40. My salary was 
two thousand five hundred dollars ($2.500.00) per annum. 
It was understood that I oould praotice, but not in part­
nership. I was associated from time to time with other 
arohiteots on individual jobs, however, and did a good 
deal of consulting work. For the University I carried 
out the following works, to the value of about one 
million dollars ($1,000,000.) under various arrange­
ments as to salary and commission: 

(1) HoGill Union; 
(2) R. V. College remodelled; 
(3) Macdonald Engineering Building Reconstruction; 
(4) Workman Building Extension; 
(5) Power House. 

In 1910, on my recommendation, a second full 
professor was appointed in architeoture. To facili­
tate this arrangement with the means at our disposal, 
I resigned the "}Jacdonald Chair" and was appointed 
"Professor in Charge of Design" at a salary of 
fifteen hundred dollars ($1,500.00) per annum. It 
was also part of the arrangement that I should be 
at liberty in the matter of partnership. I became 
assooiated with Mr .. G. T. Hyde, a graduate of the 
Department in 1899. From that time up to the War 
no building of any consequence was done at the Uni­
versity. I was habitually consulted on all matters 
affecting the buildings, and some future projeots 
were designed by my firm, chiefly in connection with 
developments for ~:Iaodonald Park. The University 
building projeots during this period provided no 
profits. Uy firm was, however, successful, and we 
carried out five million dollars' ($5,000,000.) 
worth of other work, the University of Alberta and 
the Protestant Board of School Commissioners being 
among our best 01 ient s. 
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1915-1921. Shortly a~ter I went overseas, in 1915, I was 
notified that my honorarium as pro~essor could not 
be oontinued, and on my return some time elapsed 
before I was reinstated. Whether this constituted 
a grievance or a compliment, I have never been able 
to decide. 

Advantage was taken o~ my presence in Canada 
in 1916-1917 to ~urther develop the sohemes for the 
Gymnasium and Students' Residencies, and to initiate 
studies for a Convocation Hall. Some small sums were 
paid in this connection with a view to covering the 
out of pocket expenses to which my firm was put in 
these matters, but there were no profits from Uni­
versity building sohemes. 

It will thus be seen that, during the first 
seven years o~ my relations with the University, 
my services to the institution were profitably 
remunerative to me. Since that time I have been 
enabled to serve the institution because I could 
support mysel~ pro~essionally. During the last 
ten years I have earned approximately $90,000. 
outside, and received about $10,000. from the 
University as salary for instruction o~ a speoial 
and exaoting nature. There has, of course, always 
been a frank reoognition of my vested interest in 
the University's material development. 

PElf/C 



DOCKET ENDS: 



PERCY E. Noees. '" A .• ,. R •• BA. "Co A. 

GEORGE T. HYDE B. c, • B ".R I B A 

NOSSS & HYDE 

RCHITECTS 

1240 PHILLIPS SQUARE 

MONTR AL 

April 22, 1932. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur, 

Since our conversation with Mr. 
Ross the other day on the subject of my firm's 
interest in the Gymnasium job, what may be 
called the broader aspects of the matter have 
been mentioned to me by mutual friends. On 
further consideration, and in view of my long 
association with the University and its develop­
ment, I feel that I would prefer to waive all 
claims on behalf of my firm in this connection, 
based on understandings arrived at previous to 
your accession to the Principalship. 

I should very much regret that 
any claims my firm has in this matter should be 
a cause of the least embarrassment as between 
the Governors and the Graduates. 

In the event of a competition 
being instituted for the Gymnasium Building, 
strictly restricted to graduates of the University, 
my partner would expect equal consideration with 

othEr graduates. 

I am, 
Yours very truly, 

PEN:C 


