RG:0002,c.0051; FILE # 00681;

WARREN, EMILY M.B., PAINTINGS BY, 1920~ 1933




FILE 681

WARREN, EMILY M.B.,

PAINTINGS BY










OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF PUBLIC WORKS
OF CANADA,

OTTAWA.




Founded 1844
THE CITIZEN PUBLISHING CO., Limited
PUBLISHERS

The Titizen

An Independent Clean Home Newspaper

MORNING - EVENING

OTTAWA,

Canada

W. M. SOUTHAM, Managing Director
H. S. SOUTHAM, Secretary-Treasurer




o
A







2




he ditizen

Founded 1844 An Independent Clean Home Newspaper W. M. SOUTHAM, Managing Director
H. S. SOUTHAM, Secretary-Treasurer

THE CITIZEN PUBLISHING CO., Limited MORNING - EVENING
PUBLISHERS

OTTAWA,

Canada Dec




OFFICE OF THE MINISTER OF PUBLIGC WORKS

OF CANADA,
OTTAWA










.
e
OF CANADA INCORPORATED

The GrE AT Wm VETERANS' \SS()CL\TI()N

T OF CANADA INCORPORATED ~~—"

o

@)
OFFICE OF THE

SN T o m DOMINION COMMAND SRR

PHONE Q 3263
CITIZEN BUILDING

O TTAWA

CANADA

May 6th, 1921.

Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B.,
Principal,
11 University,
lontreal,

rou have previously shown
in to the Government,
ion, copy of a

Public Works, in

AO

o uarreﬂ’s £
) liberty . t
S‘Di‘tf ed to the Honou @ the Ministe ;f

Doninib#

o _Arr

A e i 3
GoW el 01 Lanada.




The Honourable F.B. McCurdy,
Minister,
Department of Pudblic Works,
Ottawa, Ont.

Re~"Canada's Tribute" by Miss Bt .B.Warren.

In sccordance with our recent conversatiocn
regarding the decision of the National Art Committee agsoinst
the purchsasse of paintings ¢f the Canadian Colors in Westminster
Abbey ("Cansda's Tribute) by Miss E.if.B. Warren, I respect=-
fully beg to submit the following memorandum for your consid=~
eration. Without calling inteo gquesticn the good fagith of the
Art Committee, or the competence of its Chairman, Sir Hdmund
Byron.Walker whose devotion to art in the public interest is
gratefully acknowledgad- our petition is thaet further consid=-
eration be given to the desirability of securing the pictures
for Canada, in view of the friendly interest taken by many
Cangdian soldiers in Miss Warren's work, and the widespread
public interest among Canadian men and women in the subject.

During the months that Miss Warren worked on
the pictures in the Abbey, vefore the armistice, Canadian
soldiers on leave came frecuently to see the paintings of their
colorss Invgrigbly, they expressed the keenest interest and
pleasure, and, in meny instances, gratitude, to the woman artist
who had conceived this inspiring idea. The vigsitors to the
Abbey wera ef all ranks, in the large majority, non-commission~
ed men.

The action of the Ottawa branch of the Gresast
War Veterans' Associgtion, last autumn, in asking for the honor
of housing the pictures in the Veterans' Club, until they could
be more permanently placed, reflected the attitude of Canadian
ex—-service men genecrally.

Coupled with the interast of ex-service men
neral public is the warm support and approval of the
y Sir Robert Borden, Prime Minister of Cgnada gt the

and the ge
pictures b
time they were peinted-they were indeed finished in Ottawa,
where the grtist worked in the Prime Minister's Office for a
fingl sitting of Sir Robert Borden- also, Sir Arthur Currie,
Commander~in-chief of the Canadian Army Overseas, equally
endorsed the paintings.




The pictures appeal to the ordingry man as
ymbelic of the great part Played by the Canadian Army in the
War. As symbols, truly executed , they may re easonably be ex-
pected te increase in historic value. Bvery detail of the
colors, uniforms, and the Abbey architecture, would seem to
be accurately and beautifully done. Miss Warren's reputation
a8 a painter of interiors stands high among artists.

With regard to the value of the pictures, as
works of fine arts, the following are unsolicited opinions of
men o0f eminence in the art world. They are@xcerpts from private
letters to Miss Warren, the originals of which sre availsble
at any time:

"OPINIONS OF MISS E.M.B.WARREN'S PAIN
CANADI AN COLORS IN WESTMINSTER ABF
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Sir Dgvid Murray, R.A.,President,Roysal
Institute of Painters in Water Celors, London, says (after
seeing colored proofs):

"The warm tinted one gives me the impression
f a VERY FINE PICTURE PINELY CONCEIVED AND WELL JARRIED QUT.

IT SPRIKBS NI 5 A SERIOUS AND WELL AXND
ARTISTICALLY CARRIED OUT RECORI z | LSASTEROUS WAR,far
more satisfactorily than the gras ] of colossal can~
vasses which have besen publiclsy hibi and in most cases
unworthy of the great opportunlty given to artists.

I hope it will be favourably considered by
some public gellery commlt*ea in Canada and there find 2 home
where it will do you creditn,

Burleigh Bruhi, President, British Water golor
Society, London, says:

"I consider your work as regards interiors
as good as, if not superior to, that
widely known.
I hope they (the two war pictures) will
the success they deserva.™

le Ol .Decorative

ly conceived subj
ssary fer such
Cangdian Govarr*@nt




Arthur Severn, Brantwood, Coniston,says:
"I thought it was Vvery good and true when I
the Abbey, and hope it will be beught and remsin

e e et e e 1 ap—————

Mr. Arthur Severn has perhaps th 'inest private
collection of Turner paintings of any individ and there
is no more highly respected art critic in the Empirs.

With such unbissed and authoritative oprinions
of the art velue of Miss Warren's work, one is assured that

he paintings have real merit in composition and execution.

cou
+

Letters from members of the Royal 1 mily
7

Q
2 b

be quoted in commendation. Miss Wgrren's picture 0 =
George's Chapel, Windsor, and ethers; hsve been bought by
Queen Mary and Queen Alexandra. Miss Warren studied under
John Ruskin, and illustrated Ruskin's Life By 83ir B.T.Cook.
48 for Miss Warren's status as an artist, she is an exhibitor
at the Royal Academy, and 2 member c¢f the British Water Color
Society, and Associate of the Royal Institute of British
Artists, member of the Royasl Water Color Society, member of
0ld Dudley, and of the principsl Women's Art Associations.

Hence the Government is nct asked to purchase
pictures by an unknown painter, but by an artist of mature
standing and ability in the highest British Art Circles.

It should be added that Miss Warren hess not
asked snyone te take up the guestion of the purchase of her
pictures, nor urged any re~consideration of the Art Committes's
decision. She came to Cangda to finigh the pictures, when
the colors returned after the armistice, on the advice of
Canadian Military Authorities. She remained in Canads after
the pictures were finished lsst Merch, pending a2 decision by
the Government as to their purchase. It secmed only necessary
%o have these facts brought to the attention of the Govern-
ment, tc ensure that Sir Robert Borden's expressed wishes
and recommendation would be carried out, but Miss Warren's
Part has been merely to furnish information on recuest from
members of the public who were impressed with the nobility
and national value of her pictures, including lesading re-
presentatives of the organized ex~service men of Camads.

May I suggest, therefore, that the metter be
further reviewed by the members of the National Art Committes.

1 am, Sir,
Yours faithfully.

GGM/BC CoeG.MacNeil,
Deéminion Secretary-Tressurer,
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Hiss E.ll.B. Warren,
The Ladies College,
lst Avenue,
Ottawa,Ont,

Dear Miss Warren:-
I beg to acknowledge receipt
of your letter of MNarch 25the.

You say that you have written
General Macdomell asking him to provide space
for your pictures at the Royal Hilitary College.
I1'should think that the General would be very
glad to do this. I am writing him a 1ittle note
as you suggesta. ¢

I am very sorry that you are
having all the hard luck in disposing of your
pictures. :

With all good wishes, I am,

Yours faithfully,
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McCGIiLL UNIVERSITY

Memo for the filees
Miss Treleaven, Mr. Beatty's secretla telephoned
me this morning, asking about the Warren ] tures that hang
in Moyse Hall. Mr. Beatty had bhad a letlt @ Dr, Martin
reference to an enguiry from Dr.Finnie, . behalf of
Warren, asking if MeGill would not buy the pic tures.
Mies Warren had spent thousands on them and yet was willing
to let them go for about §2,000. Mr. Beatty told Miss
Treleaven that there was no chance of MeGill duying them.
Sir Arthur had considerable correspondence with
uiss Warren about these pictures, and also with other people
on her behalf, I told Miss Treleaven the situation.
She asked me to telephone Dr, Finnie and tell him that
MeCill couléd not afford to buy them. I did this, explaining
to him the situstion as revealed by correspondence on file.
He was guite satisfied. The replicas of the pictures whieh
had been forwarded to Mr. Beatty are being refturned to Dr.

Finnie at his request. There is a poseibility that Miss

Warren may take the pictures away now that she is sure we will

E.McMurray.) not buy them. D.McH.




