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President’s @ffice.

June 9Y¢nh

Acting Principal Adams,
Mectb1il University,
Montreal.
¥y dear Dr. Adams:
1 Bave written to the Cha

, 1929

irman of toe

Committee at Ottawa asking whether he can receive a small

delegation from our Committee with recard to
to soldier students during the last ten days
1f necessary, on Friday, hbe 18th. As soon
bim I will let you know.

Yours

securing aid

of June, or,

as 1 hear from

sincerely,

fresident.
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President’s @ffice.

June Hth, 1920
Acting Principal Adaams,
Mcizill University.
¥y dear Dr. Adams:

I shall of course do all in my power teo
induce the Government to make a grant to the more needy
returned soldiers, if there 1s amy likelibood of our efforts
meeting with success. Untfortunately 1 shall not be able
to zo te Ottawa until the week beginning the 20th June, as

I bave to go to the Royal Military College next week, and
Chicago the week following, and meantime 1 have to deal with
our own finaneces. I suppose, however, that if I go to
Ottawa in the last ten days eof June that I sheould still

be in time. Would it not be well for some person to
accompany me from Montreal 7 1 do not think that we can
ask the whole committee, but, would you be good enough te
let me hvae a list of the members of the Committee, so that
1 may correspond with them if necessary?

Yours simeerely,

President.
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Prineipal,
University.
Adams: =

s

and,

handing Mr. Birks

let

¥r.

a3 memorandum

MeGill to broad o

the

large. You will remember

discusgeed this matter and

ter to you bef

Birks asked

gse

n touch with you

therefore,

a ¢

opy of the

ore I could give you

me to supplement

applying

of the country at
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you will, therefore,

trust approve of the letter which I am just sending

forward to Mr. Birks. 1

morning but failed

T

ied to show it to you this

in touch with you.

Chairman of the Faculty.
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sincerely yours




The Acting Principal

)
MeGill Univeregity.

Dear Dr. Adams:=-

I beg to submit the following attempt to estimate the minimum
expenditure necessary to complete the University education of soldier
students who interrupted their studies to go Overseas and who on their
return find it impossible to finance themselves through college, even
with such help as they can get from their families.

My estimates deal exclusively with men who must receive some help
from public funds or go to the wall, I have absolutely ruled out
all men possessing adequate means to attend college and all men attending
on Imperial Grants - and it is interesting to note that our figures
indicate that nearly 85% of our men fall into these classes and can
probably get through without help. I should note also that I have only
considered the cases of men who have seen active active service Overseas,.
The figures can thus, I think, be looked upon as representing the
irreducible minimum,

The register of the Science Faculty has been analysed with the
following results:-

Students now in attendance who have seen
active service on one or more fighting fronts;-

First Year . 79
Second Year 58
Third Year . 54
Fourth Year 43 Total 234




Students now in attendance who went
Qverseas but did not get into the
fighting line

First Year .
Second Year
Third Year .
Fourth Year : Total 43

Students who entered the Service
did not go Qverseas

First Year .

Second Year

Third Year . -

Fourth Year Total 81

Grand Total ob

e

Of the above men 90 were wounded or taken prisoner, to say nothing of
the considerable number who suffered illness.

A very few of the men named above are Imperials who have come to
Canada since the war and are being educated at the expense of the British
Government, but with these exceptions, none of the others have received
any assistance except the wounded men and minors who have been on the
S.C.R. rolls, and aid even to these ceases with the current session. We
shall, therefore, have next yesr not less than 295 soldier students, none
of whom will be receiving Government assistance toward their eduetion.
These men presumably all deserve assistance from their country, but as it
is clear that the Government does not propose to give such assistance, I
have attempted to find out how many of the men will be unable to complete
their college course unless they secure some assistance in addition to
what they can earn themselves and get from their families, With this in
view I appointed an informsl committee of "returned" officers now in
attendance at the University and asked these gentlemen to canvas the
individual cases of their fellow students and to report to me their

findings in confidence.




'

The report of this Committee is extremely in
that after eliminating all members of the graduating
students who did not actually see active service abroad,
there will be 40 Overseas men next year out of a total of 225 (or 17%)
who will go to the wall or at least to the "Jews" unless assisted. The
Committee estimates that the expenditure absolutely necessary to keep a
man in attendance in this Faculty for a full session is $763 to which
ghould be added not less than $150 for clothing, laundry and similsar
unavoidable expenses, or & total of say $900. As against this they
estimate the net earnings of each man during his summer vacation at
$250 to which they add another $250 as the average amount which even
these hard-up men can get from their families. This leaves a total of
$400 per man to be secured from some external source, as for instance,

the Patriotic Fund. The above estimates work out roughly $16,000 for

1920 - 21; $12,000 for 1921 - 22, and $7,000 for 1922 - 23 and $1,000

for 1923 - 24, or a grand total of $36,000 for all needy men at present
in attendance. Probably a few more men will enter next year but I think
a total expenditure of $40,000 will more than suffice for the whole lot
and this sum while large is absolutely trivial when viewed in the light
of what it will do. It is quite unnecessary, however, for me to labour
this latter point as you are already fully informed as to my views in
this connection,

The above estimates are for the Science Faculty alone and I regret
that it has been impossible to get detailed information from the other
Faculties. I have, however, secured from the Rggistrar overall figures

of attendance of soldier students in 2l1ll Faculties and from these 1 have




based on the percentage of needy men as
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Estimate of Attendanc t f "Returned" men.

Session (1920 - 1) (1921 - 2) ‘~ : (19

Science
Medicine

Arts

36 15 6
$14,500 66,000 $2 500

883,000 or say $90,000 for MeGill University
exclusive of Macdonald College.

It is scarcely necesssry to add that the above estimates are approx-
imate and from one point of view very meagre; they are, however, in my
opinion safe to work on and if the money can be found it will do almost
incalculsable good, to say nothing of healing or at least salving the
present bitter feeling of "returned" men because Canada slone is re-
fusing of all countries in the Empire,to aid in the University educat ion
of "returned" men.

In conclusion, I should point out that in estimating the needs of
the man at $400 each per annum I have used an average figure. Some

men in poor health and with no resources will need twice as much,

others favourably circumstanced will need little or nothing. The funds







