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Pt'6t~'nt's ®fftce. 

Actin~ Principal Aaams, 
.cGiil University, 

Montreal. 
My aear Dr. Aaams: 

June 9tn, 1920 

1 nave written to tne Cbairman of tne 
Committee at Ottawa asking whether be can receive a small 
delegation from our Committee witb regard to secoring aid 
to soldier students auring tbe last ten days or .une, or, 
if necessary, on Friday, bhe 18tb. ~s soon as 1 bear from 
him 1 will let you know. 

~ours s1Dcerely, 

Presil1ent. 



Sl~ Bebert Ja1GODer. 
P1'e81d_~ . Toronto Unl .... :rel"t7. 
!oronto. Ont. . 

Dear Sir Robeft:-

3une 
IU.gb.th 

1920. 



~t,stb'nt's (put", 

Acting ~rincipal Adams, 
cGill University. 

y dear Or. Adams: 

June Ijth, 1920 

1 shall of course do all in my power to 
induoe the Government to make a grant to the more needy 
returned soldiers, if tbere is any likelihood of our efforts 
meetin~ with success. Unror~unately I shall not be able 
to go to Ottawa until tbe eek be~innin~ tbe 20th June, as 
I have to ~o to the ~oyal ilitary College next week, and 
Chica~o the week followin~, and meantime I have to deal witb 
our own finances. I suppose, bo ever, that if I go to 
Ottawa in the last ten days of June that I should still 
be in time. Would it not be well for some person to 
accompany me from Montreal 1 1 do not think that we can 
ask tbe whole committee, but, would you be good enough to 
let me hvae a list of the members of tbe Committee, so tbat 
I .ay oorrespond with them if necessary? 

Yourlll inoerely, 

.President. 



Sir Robert Jal.oa.r. 
Prlnolp&l., TOl'lOll'o University, 
1'oronto. On'_ 

Dear Sir Robert s-

A letter has 3uet -... ft"'ft' 
by Dr. pone from Genel"al Jl&eaughtoa 1dd.Gh 

Beams to show thnt 1t 1& adTlsabl.e ~or tlle 
Un1Tersitles to mate anoth.r a"..,t to lD1aee 
the GOTernmeu' to make a -grant to 'tile mG" neeq 
of the retumed soldiers whO are now in our 
UnlversIties. 

• I have. therefore. advised Dr. 
Porter to communioate with YOU8S Ohairman 01 the 
Committee, appolnte~ by the Oonference, to Inter­
view the Premier on the Ednostlonof 50141er8. 
Apparently.actlon nhould be taken at onoe, aa 
there if a Parliamentary Committee now consl4er­
Ing the .uestlon of pensions, allo anoes. eto., ' 
to ho~ t is applicatIon should be made. It 
woull seem from General MacNauo-hton' e letter tIlat 
there Is 8 fair hope of somctl1ng being aooo.­
pl1shed at this tIme. 

On think1ne over your suggestion 
that Ll r .d.rthur Currie 's nnme sho uld be sub­
stItuted for yours ns halr.man of thIs Committee. 
I have come to the oonolusion that this Bubstitution 
had be ter not be made at the present ~Ime. seeing 
tho.t ~Ir .l~rthur CurrIe is still in the servioe 
of the Government as Cha1rman of the LU.1I tIa COuncil 
and ioes not take Over hie duties as Prinoipal of 
Ko~ill Universlty ~11 ADgus~ 18'. When the 

Committee goes to Otta~ a to make this 1!18't attempt. 
they m1~ht 0011 up-on Sir Arthur CurrIe and seoure 
his oooperation in their effort, it he feels tha~ 
it 1s ndViss"le for hI to gin it. On the oth.r 
hand. I do not believe he woul feel free to aot 
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in this I:latter . hile he 1e" stil' 1 t 
of the Govern!J.ent 

service 

I ould su~o~t, t e~e_ore. th~t 
you re a1 C rman of thi vo::rl. ttee until 
ugu: t 1st,.... er . lch, if nythin- 1:e .J.<.Mins to 

be done. Gonyral Curri ~i~ht co~uma the vh~ir­
rncnuhip an~ take h~t ver v3tlon is n~Qevsary. 

ith best lshes, 

I re am, 

Yours v r;," <:.lnc .... rely • 

• 
. c' .... 

I.I~ 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 
FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

IItuu'.Il OOffltt; 

FRANK D. ADAM8. PH.D .. D.Se., F.R.S -DUN MONTREAL May 13, 1920. 

The Acting Principal. 
McGill University. 

De ar Dr. Adams:-

I was unable to get in touch with you 

yesterday afternoon and, therefore, took the 

liberty of h9.nding Mr. Birks a copy of the 

enclo~ed letter to you before I could give you 

the original. Mr. Birks asked ~e to supplement 

the letter by 9 ~e~or~ndum applying the figures 

for I~Gill to the bro8d C9~e of the country at 

l~rge. You will ren'len'lber that we had already 

di9CUp.~ed this ~atter and you will, therefore, I 

trust approve of the letter which I am just sending 

forward to Ur. Birks. I tried to show it to you this 

~orning but failed to get in touch with you. 

Very trul yours, 

Chairman of the Faculty. 



1111 m • Blrk., q., 
ontre 1 • 

• eSlr r. irk:-

ay 13. 1920. 

I h nd you Ith thi two cop1 ot a lett r ddre ed to the 

Acting rinei 1 and dealing with h que t1 n of _id to "returnea­

aen attendIng the Univer.i t7. In the letter I atteDtpted to •• 1.1mate. 

the nu ber of oldier, u ent. 10 will • unabl to 00 plete their 

course. at cUl11 unIe. ITeD peOl tary a 81 Dce and I uc .,te. 

th~t the l~trlotio Yund i ht 0 .1bly provide tnie l1ey. I hay. 

aIr ady PUb itted tho eetlm " f l' they co ceTn t e uctenoe 

7aoulty to iS8 neieD eld nd oth r • 

It ~nyt tng 1 do e alol t ug e t d, it 111 re 

biy h~ve to e n.tion 1 in scope nd 11~ •• to cov tu ent. In 

all Oanadian Unlveralt1e. I be , ther ore. to ub it th t reugh 

e tl~ate pre red by Dr. Ad~ 9nd y elf ~d nother eati ate iode. 

pendently ~ epar d by ir obert ~lconer in _nother coon .ot1 n both 

indic te th t eCll1 h P .th ng tter th n one-tenth of the 80ldler 

tudenta now ttending Can i 

tlgu e, gl~eD tQ~ Glll 

niver it!e •• It. ther~for., t 

uitiplled y ten, 1t wlll, I think, be 

8 le to accept the • applying to n tional Bcb • of the propo •• 4 

e !l aoter. 
Very sincerely your • 

Ch trmaa of the F cul ty. 



McGILL UNIVERSITY 

IJrllu's OOfflrt: 

FRANK D. ADAMS, PH. D., D.se., F.R.S -DEAN 

The Acting Principal, 
McGill Uni ver si ty. 

Dear Dr. Adams:-

FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE 

MONTREAL May 12, 1920. 

I beg to submit the following att.empt to estimate the minimum 

expenditure necessary to complete the University education of soldier 

students who interrupted their studies to go Overseas and who on their 

return find it impossible to finance themselves through college, even 

with such help as they can get from their families. 

MY estimates deal exclusively with men who must receive some help 

frolIP public funde or go to the wall. I have absolutely ruled out 

all ~en possessing adequate means to attend college and all men attending 

on Imperial Grants - and it is interesting to note that our figures 

indicate that nearly 85% of our men fall into these clJ3.aaes and can 

probably get through without help. I should note also that I have only 

coneidered the cases of men who have seen active active service Overseas,. 

The figures can thus, I think, be looked upon as representing the 

irreducible minimum. 

The register of the Science Faculty has been analysed with the 

following results:-

students now in attendance who have seen 
active service on one or more fighting fronts:-

First Year • • • • 79 
Second Year • • • 58 
Third Year • • • • 54 
Fourth Year • • • 43 - Total 234 



r 
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students now in attendance who went 
Overseas but did not get into the 
fighting line 

First Year • • . • 16 
Second Year • •• 7 
Third Year • • • • 11 
Fourth Year •• • 9 

students who entered the Service but 
did not go Overseas 

-

Fir st Year • • • • 26 
Second Year • • • 32 
Third Year • • • • 12 
Fourth Year • • • 11 -

Grand Total .... 

Total 43 

Total 81 

Of the above men 90 were wounded or taken prisoner, to say nothing of 

the considerable number who suffered illness. 

A very few of the men named above are Imperials who have come to 

Canada since the war and ara being educated at the expense of the British 

Government, but with these exceptions, none of the others have received 

any assistance except the wounded men and minors who have been on the 

S.C.R. rolls, and aid even to these ceases with the current session. We 

shall, therefore, have next year not less than 295 soldier students, none 

of whom will be receiving Government assistance toward their eduCftion. 

These men presumably all deserve ~ssist3nce from their country, but as it 

is clear that the Government doee not propose to give such assistance, I 

have atte~pted to find out how many of the men will be unable to complete 

their college course unless they secure some assistance in addition to 

whe.t they ca.n ea.rn themselves and get from their families. With this in 

view I appointed an inform3.l committee of "returnedll officers now in 

attendance at the University and 38ked these gentlemen to canvas the 

individual cases of thelr fellow students and to report to me their 

findings in confidence. 
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The report of this Committee is extremely interesting. They state 

that after eliminating all members of the graduating class and all 

students who did not actually see active service abroad, they find that 

there will be 40 Overseas men next year out of a total of 225 (or 17%) 

who will go to the wall or at least to the MJews" unless assisted. The 

Committee e~timates that the expenditure absolutely necessary to keep a 

man in attendance in this Faculty for 9 full session 1s $763 to which 

should be added not le ss than $150 for clothing, l8.undry 3.nd similar 

unavoidable expenses, or a total of say $900. As against this they 

estimate the net e~.rnings of each m~ during his summer vacation at 

$250 to which they add another $250 as the average amount which even 

these hard-up men c:;m get from their families. This leaves a total of 

$400 per man to be secured from some external source, as for instance, 

th~ Patriotic Fund. The above estimates work out roughly $16,000 for 

1920 - 21; $12,000 for 1921 - 22, and $7,000 for 1922 - 23 and $1,000 

for 1923 - 24, or a grand total of $36,000 for all needy men at present 

in attendance. Probably a few more men will enter next year but I think 

a total expenditure of $40,000 will more than suffice for the whole lot 

and this sum while large is absolutely trivial when viewed in the light 

of what it will do. It is quite unnecessary, however, for me to labour 

this latter point as you ere already fully informed as to my views in 

this connection. 

The above estimates are for the Science Faculty alone and I regret 

that it has been impossible to get detailed information from the other 

Faculties. I have, however, secured from the R@gistrar overall figures 

of attendance of soldier students in all Faculties and from these I have 
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m~de up the following table based on the percentage of needy men as 

determined for Science, asftuming that the assistance required by these 

men will average about as in Science, where the heavier expenditures 

are in general offset by greater earning capacity and private means. 

Estimate of Attendance. etc. of "Returned" men. 

Session (1920 - 1) (1921 - 2) (1922 - 3) (1923 - 4) (1924 -

Science 295 210 100 20 - - -
Medicine 200 160 120 80 40 

Arts 100 ?O 40 10 - - -
Law 55 30 10 - - - - - -

" v - - -- - - -- - - - -- - - -- - -- -----------
Total 650 4?0 2?0 110 40 

Needing 
Assistance 8? 63 36 15 6 

Annual Cost $35,000 $25,000 $14,500 $6,QOO $2,500 ----------------------------------

5) 

Grand Total $83,000 or say $90 000 for YcGill University 
exclusive of Macdonald College. 

It is sca.rcely necessary to add that the above estimates are approx-

imate and from one point of view very meagre; they are, however, in my 

opinion sa{e to work on and if the money can be found it will do almost 

inca.lculable good, to say nothing of hee.ling or !:l.t least flalving the 

present bitter feeling of "returned" men because Cane,da alone is re­

fusing of all countries in the Empire t to aid in the Univerfd ty educat ion 

of "returned" men. 

In conclusion. I should point out that in esti~ating the needs of 

the man at $400 each per annum I have used an average figure. Some 

men in poor health and with no resourcefl will need twice as much, 

others favoura.bly circurrstanced will need li ttle or nothing. The funds 
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if given will have to be handled by competent authority. presumably a 

corr~ittee with representatives of the Universities and each case will 

hsve to be dealt with on its merits. 

Very truly yours, 

Chairm?n of the Faculty • 

• 


