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THEATRE GUILD OF MONTREAL, INC. 

University Tower 
660 St. Catherine Street West 

v.br 7+;,., 
19:."1. 

Sir Arthur ,. Currie, G.C.M.G., 
McG~ll University, 

MO:TTREAL. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I enclose q memo on th 

a: irs of the :'heatre Guild of ontr3~1, Inc., now 

which covers qll m~ttcrs de~lt with ~~cently. 

Very 

HM/ML 

Enclosures 



.o~~mber 17th, 1950. 

mo the Director~, 
~heatre Guild of ontre 1, nc. 

ttachcd is q Statement shouing Revenue 
3nd :xpen;:;~s 
5rd, 1950. 
. emb rs~ip 
'it, 7.0. 

of the Guild from ~rch 24th, 950, to Jov~mber 
This et temen~, inc u~iv~ of rev nue from both 

nn Productions, eho s on h~nd ~ b lunce of 

The .e berch' p l'resen~' y consists of 1.15 
C"ust'l:nin"" Bnd 228 A .... 30cinte .(0 ers. 

Th ye rly office expe. ses of t e 
no as "01 O't'lS:-

Rent 
Phon 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . 
Electr; ~ight. '~pp~o~'m uly) . 
Bucines~ & at~r Ta~ ••• 
Sal ry of As~tst nt-Secre~~ry 

Less ~mount to be contributed 
by ~tionn Counci of Educ~tion 

i1d re; 

300. 
lOB. 

20. 
76. 

1,BOO. 

2,904. 

600. 

Our permanent revenue from 
is about ''"'500. 

b rcnip fees 

:he play "C ndid~ I WRS produced t ~oyse H~ 1 
on Oc tober 29 ~ , 5 vh, ::ls t qn 'l-T ovember 1 st, ". nd not only 
the ~ork of th~ p1ayerr, b~~ vh~ st :e ~c~t'ng, ns very 
favour~b1y co ID_ntcd upvn in th~ pr~ss no icer, qn~ th n:r~c~cr~ 

o did not . ~t_ll1 the pl~y may be in~orm_i th t it ... 
r~is w'ru nd credit ry ~ perform~~c~. 

Thp fin nci~ r su1~ 0 "C~nd'io I 

rll t~pt could h~V0 e~n expected. 

" he Perfect Ilbi", pr_~_n+ed in ~rc, 

provl-'eJ tb~ ~UE of "",0"'1., lIe t ~ e ~p(>n;:;e..., ,r ~,5:-"~., 
mr ~:n"" .., loss of t'SOO. 'or th1.t pr cJntr-tion, t"'ru~ ::;uo ~ 
pl~yerc rr~ brouoht on nn~ paid '751., hil~ t.~ dv~rtising 
for the initi production ~ns done on ~r"'er [c~l th in 

(' ",e () " nnr" ... 11 



THEATRE GUILD OF (ONTREAL, INC. 

Statement of.Revenue and Expenses 
Uarch 24th - Nov. Brd, 1950. 

Revenue 

Fees collected from Sustaining & Associate 1 embers $5,784.98 

Interest - embership Account, Bank of Montre~l 

" Production Account, " " " 
Proceeds sale of tickets "The Perfect Alibi" 

March 26th - 29th, 1930 

Advertising in programme "The Perfect Alibi" 

Proceeds sale of tickets "Candida" 
Oct. 29th-Nov.lst, 1950 

Expenses 

Legal & Incorporation Expenses 

Salaries - Clerical Staff 

Stationery & Supplies 

General Expense 

Interest 

Phones, Postage & Telegr ms 

Furniture & Fixtures 

Taxes (Business & Water) 

Rent & Electric Light 

Production Expenses "The Perfect Alibi" 

" " "Candida" 

Ba1anc19 

35.55 

2.70 

°,021.44 

116.00 

1,781.92 $9,742.59 

46.90 

740.50 

705.09 

126.4.5 

1.92 

505.26 

262.50 

50.75 

115.15 

2,522.54 

1,360.67 

3,507.06 $9,742.59 

1ith reference to the item of 740.50, for salaries, it 
may be explained that this was occasioned in the initial work 
done in preparing mailing lists from the Federated Charities 
li~t, and in getting out the origin~l circulars, for which five 
typists were hired. 
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"Ca dida" produced ~1.78~., with ~n eXDense 
of only ,560. he set alone, 
only ~ 50. It cannot b e ~pecte 
nl s c~n be don f r so livt1e. 
~ 0 s net revenue 0 ~bout ~4 

be'ng very s:mple, cost 
that the sets in future 

The result i that Candid 

e ar_ in e ted 0 cGill ~niversity for the use of 
Moyse all at a nomin 1 co t of 25. per night. t c n 
rea ily be understood th~t this does not pay the University 
much moru th n the ~ctu 1 cost of he~ting, lighting an 
cl ning. 

oy e 1 as een seeu or ece e 18t~, 
9th an 20th, in ~ddition to the dctes a r~ady schedu ed 

of J_ u~ry 5th ~o lOth ·nc~usi·e. t i 1 be se n th t 
there ill be toe st~ in rehe r al during ove ber d 
Decembe. The plays hich are un er consider~tion &r 
"The Constant Wife" by Somerset daugham and "R.U.R." y K<>rel 
ape'c. or on 0 the performances in December and Jnnu~ry, 

a light play m st be adopted, owing to the exigencies of 
ca ts nnd rehears 1 work. 

Following the January production the d~tes 
scheduled are ~arch 2Brd - March 28th April 27th - ay 2nd; 
.. hile a third date may be found for t e pro uction of <'\ 

French pl~y with a French cast. 

A ~eeting 0 the 'e bers of Theatre Guild of 
Montreal, Inc. was held on Saturday, November 8th, when 
Special By-la "D" w s ratified by the [e bers, uthor' zing 
the chqng of nn e to " 0 tre~l .. epertory 'I'heatre, Inc." 
and empowering th~ officers to pply for Su plement~ry Letters 
Patent to m~ke this ch nge ef ective. 

It is, of course, obvi ~s th~t the ontreal Repertory 
Theatre can make a pos·tion qn re ut~tion for itself only 
by actual w rk done~ ~o this end, every effort will be mde 
t present dr ma of an adequate standard nnd quality. 
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E . w . BEATTY. K.C. 

CHAIRMAN 

Dear Sir or Madam;-

J . M MACDONNELL. 

VICE CHAIRMAN 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION 
MONTREAL. COMMITTEE 

ROY CAMPBELL. HON. SECRETARY 

1155 BEAVER HALL SQUARE 

TEL. LANCASTER 7161 

November 16, 1929. 

As you are doubtless aware, for a considerable time past a series of efforts h3.s been made to establish a 
Little Theatre in Montreal, but for one reason or another,-due mainly, perhaps, to lack of complete cooperation 
between the va-ious bodies interested-these efforts have not been crowned with success. 

With the presence in Montreal of Sir Barry Jackson, the famous head of the Birmingham Repertory Theatre 
in England, an opportunity presents itself of which the National Council of Education is anxious the public of Montreal 
who are interested in the establishment of a Little Theatre should take advantage. 

It has therefore been arranged to hold a meeting in the Victoria Hall, Westmount, on Saturday evening, 
November 23rd, at 8.1;, to be addressed by Sir Barry Jackson, who will tell the audience how a Little Theatre is 
organized. 

The meeting will be under the distinguished patronage of:

Hon. Athanase and Madame David 
General Sir Arthur and Lady Currie 
Lord and Lady Atholstan 
The Hon. Marguerite Shaughnessy 
Sir Montagu and Lady Allan 
Sir Henry and Lady Thornton 
Mr. Justice E. Fabre Surveyer 
Rev. Canon Al1an Shatford 
F. E. Meredith, K.C. 
Professor F. E. Lloyd 
Mr. and Mrs. Cecil Gordon 
John Bassett, Esq. 
Brooke Claxton, Esq. 
Adjutor Savard, Esq. 
P. S Stevenson, Esq. 
T. T. McG. Stoker, Esq. 

As the active and united cooperation of every amateur organization in this city and district is essential if 
any Little Theatre movement is to be carried to a successful issue, it is earnestly desired that you should attend this 
meeting, and take part in the discussion that will follow the address of Sir Barry. 

The /irst hour of the meeting Sir Barry has very kindly consented to devote to a reading of his exquisite 
translation of "The Marvellous History of Saint Bernard." 

Admission is free and this circular should be regarded as an invitation to you to attend. 

Martha Al1an, 
Warwick F. Chipman, 
J. Murray Gibbon, 
Cyrus MacMillan, 
Andrew Macphail, 
S. Morgan Powell, 
B. K. Sandwell, 
J. M. Macdonnell, Chairman pro tern. 

Roy Campbell, Secretary pro tern. 

Provisional Committee. 



E . w. BEATTY. K .C. 
CHAIRMAN 

J . M . MACOONNELL. 

V ICE CHAIRMAN 

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION 
MONTREAL. COMMITTEE 

ROY CAMPBELL. HON. SECRItT"RY 

1155 BEAVER HALL SQUARE 

TEL. LANCASTER 7 161 

December 19th. 1929. 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.e.M.G., 
PrIncir>al, !.bGill Cniversity, 
Iv! 0 N T REA L. 

iVi.y dear Sir Arthur: -

~~. Roward ~urray hab reque·ted me to 
send to you a copy of circular letter whIch it i. proposed 
to send out to representatives of the drRmatic ore;anizations 
in l:'ontreal and vicinity. 

At the same time lir. Murray requests me 
not to send out the circular until you have sie;nified your 
approval thereof. 

As soon as you conveniently can will 
you kindly cause a messae;e to be SRnt me as to wh8ther this 
may now be put in the mail ? 

I am, 



E. W. BEATTY. K.C. J. M. MACDDNNELL. 
CHAIRMAN VICE CHAIRMAN 

RDY CAMPBELL, HON. S~CRUA"Y 

1155 BEAVER HALL SQUARE 

TEL. LANCAST£R 7161 

Dear Sir or Madam:-

NATIONAL COUNCIL OF EDUCATION 
MONTREAL COMMITTEE 

December 18th, 1929. 

In accordance with the terms of a 
resolution passed at a meeting held in Victoria Hall, Westmount, 
on Saturday evening, Nbv. 2Jrd, authorising a provisional 
committee to draft a scheme to carry into practical effect the 
idea of a Little Theatre for Montreal, that committee has 
prepared the following prOVisional plan for consideration by a 
Joint comnittee composed of the proviSional oomwi~tee and two 
representatives from each amateur dramatic organiZation in 
Montreal and district. It is proposed to call a meeting of this 
Joint committee for Tuesday evening, January 7th, at 8:15 p.m., 
in Room B, Victoria Hall, 'ilestmount, to which you are -requested 
to send your President or Vice-President and Secretary or two 
representatives otherwise accredited. The provisional draft is 
sent to you now in order that your body may discuss it and give 
your representatives such instructions as they may deem desirable 
for presentation before the joint comnittee. 

(1) The need for a Little Theatre for this city is ad-
mitted. It seems deSirable, however, to define clearly what is 
meant by a Little Theatre. For the purposes of this report, a 
Little Theatre may be regarded as an institution in which the 
drama primarily, and other allied arts, if scope and opportunity 
permit, may be presented free from commercial influence. 

(2) This does not me~n that a Little Theatre is not run 
upon sound bUSiness lines. On the contrary, its success depends 
in the final analysis upon the application of business principles 
to its direction and management. But the interpretation of drama 
or any other art within the Little Theatre is accomplished, not 
as a commerCial undertaking, but as an idealistic undertaking to 
the accomplishment of which are brought the best standards, the 
best judgment, and the best talents available. 

(J) To ensure this, it is obvious that the utmost 
measure of co-operation and co-ordination of effort within the 
community is essential. To that end, the Little Theatre seeks 
the support and the co-operation of all amateur bodies within 
its range; the Little TheatrG aims to help such bodies to a high
er standard of interpretation of drama; and to afford them 
facilities that would not otherwise be available in the study of 
the drama and its best methods and standards. 



.. -1-" 

(4) The Provisional CommHt.ee proposes that an 
Advisory or Administrative Board c0mposed of representative 
citizens be appointed to under~ake the business admir.istration 
of The Little 1beatre. The personnel of such a Committee will 
be submitted later. 

(.5) No Little Theatre is good enough unless it is as 
good as it can be --- ur..less ~h8 conditions in which it lives 
have been made as fine as possible through constant stimUlation 
of the appreciation, the understanding and the support of the 
communi·~y. How good conditions in any community can be depends, 
not upon what the average citizens are accustomed to, but upon 
what the leaders aim at, and what they aim at in tha Little 
Theatre depends upon their knowledge and understanding of what 
is being do~e in the theatres of the world. The other arts Can 
come to us. The best of painting, sculpture, literature, and 
music is at our command, actually or in adequate reproduction; 
but we must go to the theatre to know the theatre. Therefore 
the nature and the standards of a Little Theatre should rest 
with its Director -- should represent his theatre ideals to the 
communi ty. 

(6) The audien,pe of a Little Theatre expects that 
theatre to furnish it Wit ... 1 entertainment a little more subtle 
than it can find in a movie, ~ to bring about ir.. it the emotion
al alchemy of all seriously conceived tragedy or comedy and the 
opportuni ty of sharing in a common effor'c to endow life with a 
grace beyond the mere business of earning a living. 

(7) '1"11e LitHe Thee.tre' s audionce should have the bes t 
possible fare at the lowest possible fee. Both Bernard Shaw and 
Ivlax Reinhart have declared their convic":.i::m that under a first
rate Director any hamlet of a thousand population can produce 
one first-class play and cno first-class opera once a year. 

(8) The Prov~sional Committee suggests that a Director 
be appointed by the Board. 

(9) The committee further proposes that the Board, in 
association with the Director, appoint Assistant Directors who 
would have charge of various departments of the Little Theatre, ~
casting, costumes, production, sCenery, etc. all of whom would be 
under the direct supervision and absolute direotion and control of 
the Director when once appointed. 

(10) The commit~ee further recommends that a number of 
counsellors be named. Such a group has been found an invaluable 
asset elsewhore in order to ensure the acti.ve co-operation of all 
available ihterest and knowledge in a many-sided production group. 
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These counsollors may bG called upon individually or collective-
ly. or in groups, as the occa&ion nay require, to collaborate with 
the Director or wi t.h :1is assistan~B, ()r to be consulted upon 
productions. They vlould reprc.;son"t varied interests. In a move
ment which it is hoped viill eventually comb:'ne, not only bi-lingual 
drama, but also nusic, danc~ng an~ allied arts in one physical unit, 
the facility of individual selection of advisers from a large group 
should be an advantage fron every point of viewo 

(11) The cor.:uni ttee vrould keenly appreCiate your serious 
consideration of the foregoing, in order that your representatives 
may bo fully equipped to discuss the general scheme when the joint 
comnittea meets. The result of that meeting will be comm~nicated 
without undue delay to another general moe~ing of all interested in 
the L~ttle Theatre movenent. 

(12) The committee dGsir3S to emphasize most strongly the 
desirability of recognition on the part of all amateur bodies of the 
fact that the Little Theatr'3 is in no way intended to challenge 
them, to supplant them, or to interfere in any manner with their 
activit~os. On the other hand, the committee desires to insist 
upon tho point that t'1e OCiS ic :'dea upon which the Little Theatre is 
founded is oni::l of helpful co-operation to the end that the community 
may be able to enjoy the bast available dra~a as interpreted with 
the highest degree of intelligence. 

Your acknowledgement of rec.;,fpt of this report will be 
appreCiated, as will an intimation p:rior to the meeting of the nanes 
of t.he two representatives who will be present on your behalf. 

Very truly yours, 

For the ProviSional Committee, 

J.Mo MACDONNELL~ Chairman pro tern. 

Additional copies of this circular may 
be had from the Secretary pro tern, 
IVll". Ray Camp bell , 1155 Beaver H~-ll Square, 
Montreal. Telephone L~caster 7161. 
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HOWARD MURRAY 

12 ST JAMES STREET 

MONTREAL 

January 13th, 
1930. 

Sir Arthur W. Gurrie, 
McGill University, 

MONTREAL. 

Dear Sir Arthur:- Theatre Guild of Montr'='l. 

I am enclosing cony of n letter 

which I have sent today to Mr. Beatty, as .. ell as the 

Memorandum therein referred to. 

Very 

HM/ML 

Enc19sures 



tty:-

Jury 13th, 
1930. 

11 Y Co., 



ory t l.y 

(Sgd) Howard Murray. 
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1. Th ovislonal Co ittee P Gviously ap ointcd t ublic eetin 
w11l continue to et" with 0 r 0 add to t eir numbers. This i 
co posed 'Of:-

cdonnoll 1'0 te • 

Shau ,me sy 

s. 

2. Incorporation will pplied for t 
Comp les' et, which rond (l for or i" tion t out ita! 
eto ,and to be op"r ted Without :profit to th Ineor or tors. 

3. An Advicory oard nil b or bed of bout 10 in number. 

4. Counsellors 11 be DIeted of thoBe hose co-op r~tlon 

5. 

6. 

will b invoked in the ctunl in! tration or the Guild. hos 
c oSing tbe Provisi al C tte ldll b inelud d on this Co itte. 
( tcntatiy list i att ch a). 

Upon incorporation, m hers ill be solicited 
a Ehtrance Fee, nnd wi.l1 Agree to ay m:l 

bUt not exceeding 10. 

o ill contribute ,2;. 
nu9.l fee to b'" n ed, 

the initial im of tb rovisional Committe • 

Upon co pletlon of organiz tion, all of these 11 be into the 
ovisional Co ittee of the next steps determin upon. 

7. The Proviai 0.1 Co itt e nIl re are the By-le. ., of the Tb tr 
Guild 0 ontreal. 

8. These ccessivo te s, befor being de ef. cti e, 111 ee 1 th 
royal of l1e dvi ory B • 

9. r. j. • cdonnell 11 continue to et G Ch i 3D of thi Prov1cional 
Co ttee d • Boy Ct nb 11 s Secretary" • 

.Tan. 9th, 1930. 



OF eau SE".uLORS 
To led 0 Ind!v1dually or iD Groups 

8 
.. C.) 
.c. ) dvisors 

) 
) 

L- cock 

es 

or 

n.tt 

General Busine 

) a. Films 

ot1on 

Fro this list will b fo 



THE MONTREAL D.ULY ST.AR. - JANUARY 8th, 1950. 

Lillle Theatre Plans 
Approved Last Night By 

Club Representatives 
The second step toward the Ultimate 

establishment ot a Little Theatre in 
::I.Iontreal was made Jast evening 1n 
Victoria Hall when representatives 
from all th" amateur dramatic organi
zations In and about the city unani
mously approved by resolution a draft 
of plans dra'wn up by n. provisional 
committee, empowered by a general 
public meeting hE:ld last November. The 
resolUtion declared that not only did 
the local clubs undividedly support the 
draft but that they felt thut the pre
sent provisional committee should pro
ceed to develop more fully the draft, 
after which It will be submitted to an
other general meeting in the near 
future. 

J. 111. lIIacdonnell, chairman pro tem. 
read the contents of a circular em
braCing the general aim of the com
mittee at the outset, pointing out that 
the Circular had been mailed some time 
before to :tll local societies for their 
consideration. The circular etated 
that It was the belief of the members 
of the committee that in this City thele 
Is a definite need for an Institution Uti 
a Little Theatre for the cUltiyation ,'f 
the drama and the arts generally; 
that the Little Theatre hould aim to 
present drama of the highest standard 
at the smallest possible cost to ;ts 
patrons; that in no wny must .t be 
regarded as something which will com
bat eXisting nmateur dramatic clubs, 
but, on the contrary, that it will aS51:;t 
them to the attainment of the ideal ·)f 
good drama. in tne community. 

A Little Theatre, the committee was 
convinced, must be run upon 80und. 
bUSinesslike lines, not as a commer
cial undertaking, but as an Idealistic 
undertaking to the accomplishment of 
which are brought the best standartls. 
the best judgment, and the best talents 
available. The committee proposed 
that an advisory or administrative 
board composed of representative dti
zens be apPOinted to undertake tile 
business administration of the Lfttla 
Theatre. The personnel of this board 
Is to be 8ubmitted later. 
DIRECTOR SUGGESTED. 

It is suggested thnt a director be' 
appointed by this board, nnd in him 
wlll be vested most of the executive I 
responsibility of the dramatic side ot 
the organi2'.ation. The board, in asso
ciation with the director, should ap
point assistant directors to take care 
of the various branches of production 
work. but they shall at all times he 
subject to final decisions of the 
director. 

It ",vas also submitted that Q. num
ber of counsellors be named, who may 
be called upon individually or t ollec. 
tlvely, or in groups, as tho occasion 
may require, to collaborate with tht! 
director, or to be consulted upon pro
dUctions. In answer to a query, a 
member of the committee emphasiz('d 
the word may in tlIlIl I!uggestion. A 
number of names were put forward as 
a tentative list of counsellors, with the 
observation that the list is not at all 
final, that it might be augmented or 
otherwise subsequent to future discus
Sions. But it was pointed out that the 
larser, more embraCing, and more 
elastic such n group would be. the 
better It would serve Its purpose: 

Discussion of these suggestions was 
cered upon and :Miss )1ariha Allan, 
I'~' " -, la il 
1'owcll, togatller with the chaltm n 
pro tern, expatiated upon pOints In the 
draft which lere not clear to some ot 
the persons present. In r ply to a ques
tion from Wesley Eley, ¥lestmount 
Dramatic Club. Mr. Morgan·Powcll ex
plained that the Little 'rheatre would 
encourage in every way possible, and 
would place its equipment at the dis
posal of any amateur organization 
worthy of the standards of the Little 
Theatre. He took the opportunity, 10 
stress the fact that the Little 'l'heatre 
sought the co-operation of aU local 
societies and that, in turn, it would 
seek to be of every assistance to de
serving clubs. 

Reglnald Cornish, St. Jamcs' Play-! 
ers expressed concern over the Inter
pr~tation of the word "repreeentative" I 
mentioned In regard to the proposed I 
board of administration. Both the chair
man and Mr. Morgan-Powell declared I 
that this board would not necessarily 
interfere with the director, who, when 
chosen, would be thoroughly competent 
from every viewpoint; rather would 
these persons constitute a group to 
which the director might come at any 
time for advice of any nature, should 
be de~lre to do so. 

IDEAL OUTLINED. 
An appeal for all those concerned to 

ever keep to the forefront the great 
Ideal of the Little Theatro was voiced 
by Rupert Caplan, director of the Ot
tawa Little Theatre. It was his fear 

that a dream of great things physically 

! at the start might tend to dim the 
real aim ot a Little Theatre, which wa.'! 
to !:>etter the community culturally and j 

! 
~o mstlll a love of the arts In general 
III that community. He urged that,' 
\ 'hether the start be on a large scale 
or In a small way. this ideal be not 
forgotten. 

The question of the appointment of 
a, director was ralsed by Mrs. Stehle, 
't';~o felt that a board of business men 
m,lght not be sufficiently conversant 
w~th such a problem to carry It Jut 
WIth the best success. :Mr. MacdonneU I 
replied that ID all undertakings it wns 
uSU~I;>, a ,gro,up of laymen who took 
the IOltiatJve In appointing the indl\i
dual who would be at the helm of that 
undertaking. 

9uestions on Incidental matters were 
~Ised and discussed by the meeting. 
SIr Andrew l\Iaephail then suggested 
that each. club In and about Montreal 
lo~e no time In selecting one r€pn~
sentahve as a permanent counsellor 
on ""horn the provisional committee 
may call at any time, and 80 make tile 
con~act betwee,n committee and the 
vaTlOUS dramatic clubs more concret" . 

,Howard Mu,rray gave his IlllPressioI!" 

/

' of What a Little Th('atre ShOU. Id be and 
he expressed great hope in the pra
sent movement. 

During the evening itwasurgedbyMr. 
Morgan-Powell, 1\1il's Allan and others 
t~at It was only with the sincel'e. active, 
Bympathetlc co-operation of the public 

,that the JIl'ovbional commltt<:e telt It 
,worth while to proceed to fUrther ;le
Ivelop plans. An indication ot the 
active support promised was provided 
at the conclUSion of tIle discu~slon 
when over 40 r~presentatives of locnl 
dramatiC org-anlzations unanimouslv 
expresse,d their approval of and c~n'
!~dence 10 the work done by the PI'O
Visional committee to date. 



1 nu ry 1930. 

• q •• 
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D r r.. ur f 

r yours f i h~11y. 



THEATRE GUILD OF MONTR.EAL, INC. 

Advis01Y Board: 

E. W. BEATTY, K.C. 

SIR ARTHUR W. CuRRIE, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

SIR ANOREW MACPHAIL, KT., M.O. 

F. E. MEREOlTH. K.C. 

LT-CoL. HERBERT MOLSON, C.M.G. 

PROF. EOOUARO MONTPETlT 

FRANK M. Ross 

HON. JUSTICE E. F ABRE-8uRVEYER 

HOWARD MURRAY. O.B.E. 
ConlJenor 

Secretory: 
Roy CAMPBELL, A.C.l.S., 

1155 Beaver Hall Square, 
Montreal 

February 28th, 1930. 

DEAR SIR OR MADAM :-

Application has been made to the Provincial Government for 
Letters Patent under Part III of the Companies' Act, incorporating the 
•• Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc.," which provides for an organization 
without capital stock, to be operated without profit to the Incor .. 
porators. This transforms the idea of the Little Theatre into a reality. 

For the purpose of this letter, a Little Theatre may be regarded 
as an institution in which the drama primarily, and other allied arts, if 
scope and opportunity permit, may be presented free from commercial 
dominance. The interpretation of drama or any other art within the 
Little Theatre must have the best standards, the best judgment, and 
the best talents available; yet the Theatre Guild must see to it that 
its productions are worthy of financial success and of the support 
of its clientele. Public subsidy and charity are not available for the 
Theatre. The Theatre must live by the patronage of its audience. 

The Theatre Guild will live and succeed only if it commands 
the backing of the cultured citizens of Montreal, who believe in the 
dramatic form of expression as a phase of literature and of culture ; 
and only insofar as this support is forthcoming will the Theatre Guild 
be successful in bringing about a two,fold expansion in Canadian life ; 
in the one case, an enhancement of the people's taste and understanding 
of the drama as a form of literary expression; the other, the encourage .. 
ment to actors and writers of plays which may be produced on a stage 
not altogether dominated by financial necessity. 

In the first instance, the object of the Theatre Guild is to ascertain 
to what degree the interest of the public can be depended upon, and 
to investigate the possibilities of securing plays suitable for production, 
primarily from Canadian sources. The Guild will not overlook that 
there should be reciprocity in brains; but Canadian literary talent 
should be encouraged when it is of the standard demanded by people 
of taste and intelligence. Given these requisites, the Guild must demon' 
strate its ability to produce plays and to find a medium through which 
these productions can be placed before the Guild's clientele. 



Upon the Guild's knowledge and understanding of what is being 
done in the theatres of the world and what is possible of achievement, 
will depend its success in this new undertaking. The Guild will expect 
to build up an or~tion at whose head will be a Director of Produc, 
tion, which will aim at a standard in keeping with the principles here 
outlined. 

The Guild will solicit the services of a group of Counsellors. 
These Counsellors will be selected from those who may possess interest 
and knowledge in many,sided productions; and their cO'operation 
and assistance will be invoked in the actual administration of the 
Guild. 

The Theatre Guild does not propose to limit the scope of its 
work to the production of drama only. It may incorporate within its 
sphere of activities, music, dancing and allied arts. 

The Theatre Guild seeks the support and co'Operation of all 
amateur bodies within its range. It is in no way intended to supplant 
them, or to interfere with their activities. On the contrary, the insti, 
tution of the Theatre Guild cannot fail to help such amateur groups in 
obtaining a higher level of interpretation, and to make available oppor, 
tunities for the study and practice of the drama and its best methods 
and standards. 

To create this working organization, a group has been formed, 
whose names appear on the margin of this letter. They will act as 
an Advisory Board, and for the time being, an administrative one. 
Through the efforts of this Board, a small group of players will be 
secured who will produce, this season, at least two plays. This is an 
effort to demonstrate to the public the general idea of what the Little 
Theatre may accomplish; and though perfection may not be reached 
in its initial presentations. it is hoped that this exhibit will clarify in 
the minds of the Theatre Guild's prospective clientele something of 
its aim and object. The plays for this season will be produced by a 
company of Montreal players, enriched by one or two who have gained 
experience in the larger world; but this does not mean that the Guild 
will depart from its ultimate aim, to procure only Canadian players 
who have proved their ability. 

Through the courtesy and co'operation of McGill University, the 
Guild has secured the use of Moyse Hall for certain dates in the months 
of March and April for the production of these plays. This does not 
mean that the Guild may expect the continued use of Moyse Hall, as 
the number of McGill activities preclude this, so that a permanent 
home for the Theatre Guild is a matter for the future. Further informa' 
tion respecting these plays will be given in advance of their dates. 



The By,Laws of the Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc., will provide 
that the membership shall consist of:-

I. Sustaining Members, who will pay $25 initial fee, plus $10 
annually. 

2. Associate Members, who will pay a fee of $5 annually. 
3· Any other class of membership which the Guild by By,law 

may establish. 

The Guild must of necessity provide for some degree of financial 
support, irrespective of performances, as some fixed expense will be 
entailed. Further, the Guild is desirous of invoking as widespread an 
interest and patronage as possible; hence the establishment of mem, 
bership fees. 

The honour of your patronage and co,operation is requested, 
and you are asked to fill out and sign the Application for Membership 
in the Theatre Guild of Montreal, which is attached. 

On behalf of the Advisory Board, 

~~; 
Convenor. 

1------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
r 
I 

Roy CAMPBHLL, EsQ .. 
SECRETARY, THEATRE GUILD OP MONTREAL, INC., 

II55 BHAVER HALL SqUARE, 

MONTREAL 

Please enter my name as a SAustai,:ing Member of the 'Theatre Guild of 
. SSOClate 

Montreal, Inc. I enclose my cheque for ........................................................................ DoIlars 

($ 00/100) covering AInitiall fee for the year 193 0. 
nnua~ 

NOTE: 

Members of the Guild will be accorded 
booking privileges prior to public sale 
of tickets. 

}{ame ................................................................................. . 

Address ............................................................................ .. 

Telephone }{umber ............................................................ .. 



Sir Arthur T-. ~urrie, 

'HOWARD MURRAY 

2 ST .JAMES STREET 

MONTREAL 

February 15th, 
1930. 

President and Vice-Chaneellor, 
McGill University, 

MONTREAL. 

Dear Sir Lrthur:-

I er.close ~ ~rinterls ~roo~ of R ir n ulp!, 
Letter ~hich it is ryroryoced to snna out t~ a very lon~ list 0~ ~~~1l~. 

I vril1 "'e gl"'d to hp..v(' any sug~estir)l1S "TOU 

~ay c~re to make as to amendmp.nts. 

I hCJ.ve instructed Mer r • rJerAditb, Holdt:'n, 
Reward & Holden to m~e a9rylication for Letters Datent under Jart III 
of the Comoanies I Act of the t'rovl.nce of (,uebec. Provi.eion 'n 1 ~ 
made therein for & Board of ninE'! Directore, ",hich v':"l1 ';c)I!l"lrise 11 of 
those named on the Adviso~J Board. 

You ~ill find thet ~rti~lA :06 of the 
Com~Dnies' Act, Part Ill, orovidee that 'the members rrqll not ~e ~~r
sonally responsible for the debts of the Coroorqtion' • 

I did not think it necess'ry to rall tIp 
members of the Adviso~J Hoard together to ~ss ur.on this L~ttpr, but if 
this is thought advisable, I shall ~e glad to r~ve you so inform me. 

I ~hall arrange for ". smal cleric 1 st ff 
to send out this Letter ddressed to a ist of DOO le whose nam"'s I 
have received from the Financi~l Federation, QDd I vdll also arran P. 

for press notices to be made concurrently with the des'1atch of the 
Letters. 

HM/ML 

Enclosur.Q 

P.S. I am sending this information to each 
of the nine members of the Advisory 
Board. 



· . . 

Advisory Board: 

E. W. BEATTY, K.C. 

SIR ARTl-IUR W. CURRIE, 
G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 

SlRANDREWMACPHAIL, KT., M.D. 

F. E. MEREDlTH, K.C. 

LT-CoL. HERBERTMoLSON, C.M.C. 

PROF. EOOUARD MONTPE'flT 

FRANI< M. Ross 

HON. JUSTICE E. F ABRE-SuRVEYER 

IIOWARD MURRAY, O.B.E. 

COIuenor 

Secretary: 
Roy CAMPBELL, 

1155 Beaver Hall Square, 

Montreal 

February 1930. 

DEAR SIR OR MADAM :-

Application has been made to the Provincial Government for 
Letters Patent under Part III of the Companies' Act, incorporating the 
.. Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc.," which provides for an organization 
without capital tock, to be operated without profit to the Incor, 
porators. This transforms the idea of the Little Theatre into a reality. 

For the purpose of this letter, a Little Theatre may be regarded 
as an institution in which the drama primarily, and other allied arts, if 
scope and opportunity permit, may be presented free from commercial 
dominance. The interpretation of drama or any other art within the 
Little Theatre must have the best standards, the best judgment, and 
the best talents available; yet the Theatre Guild must see to it that 
its productions are worthy of financial success and of the support 
of its clientele. Public subsidy and charity are not available for the 
Theatre. The Theatre must live by the patronage of its audience. 

The Theatre Guild will live and succeed only if it commands 
the backing of the cultured citizens of Montreal, who believe in the 
dramatic form of expression as a phase of literature and of culture; 
and only insofar as this support is forthcoming will the Theatre Guild 
be successful in bringing about a two-fold expansion in Canadian life; 
in the one case, an enhancement of the people's taste and understanding 
of the drama as a form of literary expression; the other, the encourage
ment to actors and writers of plays which may be produced on a stage 
not altogether dominated by financial necessity. 

In the first instance, the object of the Theatre Guild is to ascertain 
to what degree the interest of the public can be depended upon, and 
to investigate the possibilities of securing plays suitable for production, 
primarily from Canadian sources. The Guild will not overlook that 
there should be reciprocity in brains; but Canadian literary talent 
should be encouraged when it is of the standard demanded by people 
of taste and intelligence. Given these requisites, the Guild must demon
strate its ability to produce plays and to find a medium through which 
these productions can be placed before the Guild's clientele. 



Upon the Guild's knowledge and understanding of what is being 
done in the theatres of the world and what is possible of achievement, 
will depend its success in this new undertaking. The Guild will expect 
to build up an organization at whose head will be a Director of Produc, 
tion, which will aim at a standard in keeping with the principles here 
outlined. 

The Guild will solicit the services of a group of Counsellors. 
These Counsellors will be selected from those who may possess interest 
and knowledge in many,sided productions; and their co'operation 
and assistance will be invoked in the actual administration of the 
Guild. 

The Theatre Guild does not propose to limit the scope of its 
work to the production of drama only. It may incorporate within its 
sphere of activities, music, dancing and allied arts. 

The Theatre Guild seeks the support and co,operation of all 
amateur bodies within its range. It is in no way intended to supplant 
them, or to interfere with their activities. On the contrary, the insti, 
tution of the Theatre Guild cannot fail to help such amateur groups in 
obtaining a higher level of interpretation, and to make available oppor, 
tunities for the study and practice of the drama and its best methods 
and standards. 

To create this working organization, a group has been formed, 
whose names appear on the margin of this letter. They will act as 
an Advisory Board, and for the time being, an administrative one. 
Through the efforts of this Board, a small group of players will be 
secured who will produce, this season, at least two plays. This is an 
effort to demonstrate to the public the general idea of what the Little 
Theatre may accomplish; and though perfection may not be reached 
in its initial presentations, it is hoped that this exhibit will clarify in 
the minds of the Theatre Guild's prospective clientele something of 
its aim and object. The plays for this season will be produced by a 
company of Montreal players, enriched by one or two who have gained 
experience in the larger world; but this does not mean that the Guild 
will depart from its ultimate aim, to procure only Canadian players 
who have proved their ability. 

Through the courtesy and co,operation of Mc Gill University, the 
Guild has secured the use of Moyse Hall for certain dates in the months 
of March and April for the production of these plays. This does not 
mean that the Guild may expect the continued use of Moyse Hall, as 
the number of McGill activities preclude this, so that a permanent 
home for the Theatre Guild is a matter for the future. Further informa' 
tion respecting these plays will be given in advance of their dates. 

-.. .. , 



The By-Laws of the Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc., will provide 
that the membership shall consist of ;-

1. Sustaining Members, who will pay $25 initial fee, plus $ro 
annually. 

2. Associate Members, who will pay a fee of $5 annually. 

3. Any other class of membership which the Guild by By-law 
may establish. 

The Guild must of necessity provide for some degree of financial 
support, irrespective of performances, as some fixed expense will be 
entailed. Further, the Guild is desirous of invoking as widespread an 
interest and patronage as possible; hence the establishment of mem
bership fees. 

The honour of your patronage and co-operation is requested, 
and you are asked to fill out and sign the Application for Membership 
in the Theatre Guild of Montreal, which is attached. 

On behalf of the Advisory Board, 

Convenor. 
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vor yours faithfully, 



M e m 0 

This is a cop,y of the letter 

going out to each member of the 

Board. 

H. M. 



HOWARD MURRAY 

1,2 ST .)AMES STREET 

MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur • Currie,G.C.M.u.,K.C.B., 
McGill University, 

Montreal. 

[ear Sir Arthur:-

May 6th,1930. 

I had a discussion with Mr. ~. W. Beatty 
yesterduy, and in~orrned him o~ t e matters which had been de~lt lith 
in the The~tre Guil~, lookine towards next season's pro uctions. 

Incidental to this, I may inform you thE.t ap-r,>lica
tions have been received, and accepted ~rom 113 persons for Sustaining 
Membership, ana 186 4'or Associate Membership. 

You are doubtless aware ol' the success, which 
attended the nroduction of "The Per ect Alibi", eiYen at F o:rse Hall in 
t.arch, under the direction of iss Marthe Alian, whic 1 o.emonstruted the 
ability of the Theatre Guild to cast a performance, wit i a high standard 
of ability, and to obtain suP.~t from the public - hence, the decision 
to give no further proouctions this season. 

A cop,y of the letter sent to the membership, an 
which apDeared in the Press, is encLosed. 

It is intended. to form a embership Committee, 
which will solicit additional members; an Educational Committee, which 
will deal with the d'stribution 0 the articles referred to in the 
circular letter, either through the medium of the Press, or tlrrou~h 
the issuance ol' a r ~phlet. It is hoped that e ~-y secure the ser
vices of Mr.B .K. Sand. ell for this purpose. 

We have secured the use 0 Moyse Hall, through the 
courtesy ol' the McGill authorities, for four weeks next season, namely : -

Last week in October 
Second week in .January 
Last week in .l'1.arch 
Last week in A~ril 

The other two performances, it is expected, wil be given at His 
Majesty's , or, possibly at Victoria RaIL, 'Vestmount. 



2 

A letter has been received T~rom r-dessrs. 1imburg, 
Riegelrean, Hirsch and Hess, counsel ':>or the Theatre Guild of Hey! 
York, stating that, through our use of the name, "Theatre Guild of 
Montreal, Inc.", we are causing them olimage, and aski~ us to change 
the n~e of our organization. It is considered that this is not 
necessary, as we cannot possibly do any damage to the New York organ
ization. It may be, hOHever, that we might, in the future, require to 
obt:.iin assistance .prom the !-Ie...: York Theatre Guild as to -oroaucing 
plays, unon vlr-tch they have the riB'hts. However, -ie can iVai t until 
next season before deciding anything on this point. 

In vie"; or the act that Jiiss Marthe Allan is under
tR~ip~ the Jroduction of next season's plays, she has been appointed 
Technical Director. 

HM/FIvl 
Encl. 

Very truly YO~ 

-



THEATRE· GU'ILD OF MONTREAL, INC. 

1155 Beaver Hall Square 

May 2nd, 1930. 

Dear Sir or Madam:-

In the circular letter issued by the Guild on February 
28th, 1930, it was stated that there would be produced this season at least 
tno pl~Js, in order to demoustrate to the public the general idea of what 
the Little Theatre might accomplish; and with the hove that this exhibit 
would clarify in the minds of the Guild's prospective clientele something 
of its aims and objects. 

It was not 1lntil March 26th that the first; selection, 
"The Perfect Alibi", ,as presented at Moyse H~ll, and it is fair to say that 
this production was of a high standard, and was well received by the public, 
and commented favourably upon by the Press. 

It has now been decided that, ow:ng to the lateness of the 
E~oa..;on, and the ti.me rpquired to prel-are adequately a second production (being 
late in May before it could be presented), no further offering will be made this 
Spring; but~ on the contrary, the efforts of the Organization will be directed 
towards adequate preparation for a series of plays for the season 1930-31. 

The management of the Guild will expect to prepare for 
at least lour, and pORsibly five productions in English during next season, 
offered approximate1y:-

First week in November three or four evenings 
Second week in December - " 11 11 tI 

Thi.rd week in January " 11 " " 
End of February It " It " 
End of March " It " 

., 

It is intended also to offer one play in French; this to be done early in 
February. 

The Guild expects to inaugurate, for the benefit of its 
members, the publication of articles indicating the trend of modern drama, work 
being done at other centres by Little Theatres; and, in general, informing the 
memberr of theatre activi-',;ies, and of the Guild's own work and expectations. 

The management ventures to hope that the members will agree 
with this decision, and that they will actively interest themselves in the work of 
the Guild, as they may be advised from time to time of its cbaracter and scope. 

HM/FM 
Very truly yours, 

ROY CAMPBELL 
Secretary 



THEATRE Gl)ILD OF MONTREAL, INC. 

To the Directors, 

University Tower 
660 St. Catherine Street West 

October 8th, 1930. 

Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc. 

The plans of the Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc., for 
the Season 1930-31, are in process of formation. 

It is intended to present at least four, and probably 
six, productions during the Season. Moyse Ball has been secured for 
four of these during the weeks of: 

October 
January 
March 
April 

27th - November 1st, 
5th - January lOth, 

23rd - March 28th, 
27th - May 2nd, 

incl. 

" 11 

" 
For the additional productions, other theatres or halls 

will need to be secured. 

As to the services of a Director of Production, no one has 
yet been secured, although one or two have been considered, and in the 
case of Mr. Walter Sinclair, discussions have been held with him. It 
is felt that it might be possible to get through this Season without 
incurring this expense, awaiting the time when the Guild will be in a 
strong financial position, which will be brought about when the membership 
is augmented. In the meantime, MisS Marthe Allan remains as Producing 
Director. 

The Theatre Guild of Montreal, through its Educational 
Committee, in conjunction with the Department of Extra-Mural Relations at 
McGill Universit,r, has made an arrangement with Miss Gwendolen Wadley, 
of London, England, to carry on a number of classes in Voice Production 
and Diction during the coming Winter. Miss Wadle,y is an Associate of 
the London Academy of Music in Elocution, and a Gold Medallist of that 
institution. The Theatre Guild players will have the services of MiSS 
Wadley at their disposal during the season. Announcements regarding 
classes have been sent to the Members of the Theatre Guild of Montreal, 
and if the enrolment warrants it, a special evening class will be formed 
composed of Members of the Guild. 

At present the membership consists of 127 Sustaining and 
210 Associate Members. Work is being done to bring in additional 
members with fair success, and it is felt that the Winter's demonstration 
on the part of the Guild will bring about increased interest. 



THEATRE, GUILD OF MONTREAL, INC. 

University Tower 
660 St. Catherine Street West 

-2-

Efforts are being made for greater publicity through the Press 
and in the preparation of articles applying to not only the Guild's activities, 

but to dramatic production in gener~ • "-::::!'-r 
Pr~dent. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 
McGill Universi~J, 

MONTREAL. 



The Little TJieatre '8 Cfiance 
FROM all parts of the North American continent comes news of the 

parlous state ot the theatre. In Washington, the capital of the 
United States, they are tearing d~wn theatres to erect skyscrapers. In 
the Middle West they are closing theatres or pulling them down to 
occupy the sites with business blocks. In the South the fiJ.m8 are gradu
ally taking over the tew legitimate houses that are left. Elsewhere, with 
a few exceptions such as Boston, Philadelphia, Chicago and Detroit, out
side ot New York, the outlook Is ot the gloomiest. And even in New 
York there are theatres and to spare-an unprecedented state ot affairs 
-and anybody who wants one can rent it easily enough. 

The time would seem ripe for the Little Theatre to advance. Here 
is an opportunity for It to prove its worth. The ground has been well 
prepared. The public is ready to give It substantial support. There is a 
real demand for the spoken drama-as witness the phenomenal business 
that is being done with plays that have a clean popular appeal, such as 
"Marigold," which did $19,000 worth ot business in Toronto and was 
held there tor a second week, prior to going into New York. The Trans
Canadian tour, by the way, has been abandoned on account of the diffi
culty in securing such bookings as would make it a fairly well assured 
financial success. 

• • • • • • 
LI'M'LE Theatre activities in the United States and in this country are 

looking up. There is a brisk demand for players. It is easy enough 
to get the plays. Vancouver, Winnipeg, Ottawa-all report prospects as 
exceptionally bright, despite the prevailing industrial depression. In 
Montreal also the outlook is encouraging. The Theatre Guild of Montreal 
has deemed it advisable to postpone the presentation of "Heartbreak 
House" until later in the season, and will give as its initial presentation 
"Candida," which will open the Little Theatre season here on October 29, 
occupying the boards at Moyse Hall for four nights. There was not suf
ficient time in which to get the cast well up in "Heartbreak House," so 
that play will be given after Christmas. The cast Is already working hard 
at It, and preparations for the production are going on apace. 

• • • • • • OF road shows we are promised two that ought to be well worth seeing, 
-"Berkeley Square". with the popular EnglIsh actor, Leslie Howard, 

and "Street Scene", the American play of the common people which has 
been achieving quite an exceptional success. "Berkeley Square" Is high
class English society comedy with a dash of satire, and "Street Scene" 
exempllfies that phrase so beloved of the New York writer-"a cross
section of lite". In each case the cast coming to Montreal Is a capable 
one, with first-class artists in the leading roles, so we ought to have two 
weeks ot genuine theatrical entertainment before the snow flies. If no 
more. 

s. MORGAN·POWELL. 

,. 

.-
." 

..' 



THE .,,8NTREAL D.t~ILY ['TAR SATURC.L:.Y SEPTlliDER 27TH. 19::;0). 

The Theatre Guild 
THE foundation work done by the Theatre Guild ot Montreal last season 

gives signs of bearing substantial fruit. There has been made mani
fest a marked increase in the scope of interest taken by the public, and 
the volume of new subscribers is most gratifying, while the indications 
are also that there will be a closer rapprochement between the Guild and 
those interested in the Little Theatre movement than it was possible to 
effect in the limited time available last season. 

It is both the desire and intention ot those who fostered the move
ment that the Guild should attract to its support all who are sincerely 
intere~ted in the advancement of the theatre and in its re-establishment 
in its proper place as one of the most important and influential of our 
social institutions. With this object in view, steps are being taken which, 
it is confidently anticipated. will have the result of sweeping away any 

. misunderstanding or misconception that may have arisen in regard to the 
actual design and intent of the Guild's activities. 

• • • • • • 
THE Guild will open its season this autumn on October 27, when George 

Bernard Shaw's "Heartbreak House" will be given for the first time 
in Montreal, with the same acting version and cast as that used when it 
was produced at the Little Theatre in Pasadena, California. ThiIJ will 
afford scope for the introduction of several new acting members, and 
should prove a pretty sound test of the Guild's capacity to tackle good 
drama etfectively. 

For the week of January 5 a. revival ot that ever-delightful phantasy, 
"Peter Pan," Is planned. "Heartbreak House" will be given in Moyse 
Hall, but the Barrie play will be presented at His Majesty's theatre. Other 
theatres will be utilized during the season, if possible, as the character of 
the prodUction and the prospects of public support may indicate. 

There is a good deal of new and highly promising material available, 
both in regard to amateurs with little experience but distinct ability and 
those who ha.ve had considerable experience, and who fortunately com
bine marked skill with exceptional personal attractiveness. Miss Gwen
dolyn Woodley, who comes to Montreal with a reputation for considerable 
success in the training of voice placing and ot stage deportment, will be 
one ot the active officials under the Guild, working also in co-operation 
with the Extra-Mural department of McGill University. Other workers 
who have established their claim to consideration as successful interpret
ers ot the Little Theatre idea. will also be available from time to time • 

• • • • • • 
THE guild now h8111 its permanent office in the University Tower build-

ing, with a reception room and other departments, and thus estab
lishes a. practical ltnk with all those who are Interested in its activities 
and who will be welcomed. With its work placed upon a sound working 
basis and with the most prOmising outlook for the season, the Theatre 
Guild of Montreal may be laid to have advanced definitely beyond the 
experimental stage. Of its future success its supporters can make sure I 
by lending it their consistent and loyal support. . 

S. MORGAN-POWELL. 



THEATRE Gl)ILD OF MONTREAL, INC. 

To the Directors, 

University Tower 
660 St. Catherine Street West 

October 24th, 
1950. 

Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc. 

After consult tion with a number of 
the Directors, a Minute has been inscribed as of a 
Meeting held on October 25rd, which Minute will be 
sent for your signature to a Waiver of Notice. 

The purpose of the Directors' Meeting 
WqS to authorize the calling of a Meeting of Members 
to apply for Supplementary Letters Patent to ch~nge the 
name "Theatre Guild of Montreal, Inc." to "Montreal 
Repertory Theatre, Inc." 

This change is necessary owing to urgent 
requests from the New York Theatre Guild, which under a 
by-law of its organization cannot release productions con
trolled by it, to any group bearing the title "Theatre 
Guild" • 

While primarily the New York Theatre Guild 
has the sole right to such name only in the United States, 
yet it attaches considerable importance to there being no 
organization with a simil~r name in Canada, so th~t no 
confusion may arise as to the identity of any group presenting 
any particular play. 

Theatre Guild of Jontreal is extremely 
desirous of mqint8ining friendly relRtions with the New York 
Theatre Guild, because of its expectation to produce plays 
which are controlled by the latter and to secure co
operation in other ways. 

It will be remembered that New York Theatre 
Guild controls the production of ~ll of the plays of George 
Bernard Shaw, and the rights to "Candid~" are obtained from 
it. The New York Theatre Guild is at the forefront of 
groups in New York which annu~lly produce new plays, qnd it is 
the expectation of your Management that through the Montreal 
organization some of these will from time to time be made 
available to playgoers here. 

Theatre Guild of Montreal hqs therefore 



THEATRE GUILD OF MONTREAL, INC. 

University Tower 
660 St. Catherine Street West 
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acceded to the request of the New York The qtre Guild, 
and considers that the designation "Montre q l Repertory 
The~tre , Inc." will be equ lly indicative of its activities 
as its former name might be. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie , G.C . ~ . G ., K.C . B. , 
McGill University , 

MOHTRE L . 



MONTREAL REPERTORY THEATRE, INC. 

U IVERSITY TOWER 

Sir Arthur Currie, 

MONTREAL 

October 19th, 
1951. 

Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
MONTREAL. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I enclose a memorandum 

of the position of Montreal Repertory Thea tre, 

outlining its plan for this sea son. A 

financial statement is also included. 

Any comments or suggestions 

you may care to make will be appreciated. 

Very truly yours, 

President. 

Enclosures 



To the ~irectorD, 

Montr aI, 
October 19th, 
1951. 

ontre 1 R portory Theatre, Inc. 

The ont 1 p rtor Th atr , k 
to the courtesy of cGil1 University, i able to c rry .+ 

dat for this senson's productions in t ~ oyse H 11. The 
aetiviti B of the Univer~ity, however, re sueh that the 
only dates .v i1 ble re: 

ond y, Nov m r ~n , to Frid y, Novem th, inclusiv 
ond y, Janu ry 4th, to Frid y, J nu ry 8th, 
onday, 'arch 28th, to Friday, April 1st, 

No Saturd y night is obtain ble because of th H 11 b in 
prep red for the use of th Church of St. .ndr~ & St. P ul 
on Sund y morning. 

Unl s e r fortunat enough to b~ 
bl to obtain th u .. ,e of one of the the .. r s, only thr e 

productions will be presented. Th first on ill be The 
Mask and the Face n , by Luigi Chier lli, tr sI ted and ad pted 
for the ~nglish stage by C. B. Fernald. In th production 
of January 4th, thw [ontreal Repertory Theatre ill be combined 
with the Otta n Little Theatr, ith p rform nces in Ott a 
and Mon tr al. 

Th i ediate aim of th h tro continu 
to be th ass mbling of v il ble pI yrs. Th development 
of an udience must depend upon th uality of th s pI yers 

nd th result nt ch ract r of the perform nces. The 
Dir ctors .i1l understand th t while th R pertory Th tre 
rn~y consider itself fortun t~ in obt inin ~h co-op ration 
of reGll1 Univ rSity, hich p rmits the use of oyso Hall 
to the extent to which th_ Univ rs:ty ean spa.r it to us, 
yet ths activities of the Theatre ar of necessity curt iled. 
Tho use of the at g for r~he rsals i strictI 1imiv d, t 0 
nights of th~ oak only being 'vailable, ith three night 
for perform nces. It follow, ther fore, th t 11 other 
rehe ra 1s must be carriqd on elsewher, nd th pI Y rB mu t 
adapt them elves to th st .. • it elf during the e t 0 roh r Is. 
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Furthermore, on th so two night all matters 0 .~ - light
ing and scenery mu t b djust~, m king th_ present tions a 
matter of considerable difficulty. hile this situ tion 
exi t~, and it must continue for Bom time to come (under 
pr.sent economic conditions) our task is one of hold 4 ng 
tog~thor th org nization and developing pluyers, but 1 eving 
the question of enlarged memb rsh~p &nd more sub~~antial 
support to be taken ~ar_ of in th future. The Ilmit tion 
of perform nces this ge son to three may, under the circum
stancos, not be entirely detrimental, but "t prncludec any 
ide enlargement of th Repertory T atr I c ivit" 

Publicntion. The publication of 'Th~ Cue , starved last 
ye~r, proved to be a goon move and ssisted to rd keeping 
active th inter at of th~ members in th pI ns of the 
Theatre. r. Robert Ayre h s left ontr 1, ~nd no step 
have yet been t'ken to continue "The Cue" this seasen. It 
will be se n th t the cost, exclusive of post e, w 1,158., 
"1hile th proceeds of dvertising moun ted to only ,719. 
It may b that . ~il1 omit the printing of nTh~ Cue this 
ye r, aspeci lly a3 but three performanc.s r~ to be given. 

Financi 1. A et tement of Rev.nu, ~nd Expense from 
arch 18th, 193J to Sept mb.r 50th, 1951, is ~ttuched, sho ing 

a balaDc on hand s of th t dete of 1,088.89. Accounts 
were mail d on October 1st to ,11 r giut red m m~ r , numbering 
about 575, and representing about 2,500. Up to this 
riting th responses have be n good, the receipts aIr ady 

eggregatin' about rl,100. 

Annu 1 M eting. The Annu 1 eeting of embers h" s beon 
c 11ed for October 28th for the pr s ntation of reports and 
election of Director • Th Fin nci 1 R port as enclosed 
ill b~ pr sented, an th President w·ll m ke v rbal r port 

to th me bers along the lines here covered. 

President. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Princip a l and Vice Ch ancellor, 
McGil1 University, 
MONTREAL. 
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FIRST ANImAL REPOHT 
of the 

Board of Directors of 
MON'fREAL REPER'fORY THEA'fRE, Inc. 

Submitted to the Hembers at the Annual Heeting 
held on October 28th,193l. 

The Montreal Repertory Theatre, thanks to the 
courtesy of Mc Gill University, is able to carry its dates for 
this season's productions in the Moyse Hall. The activities 
of the University, however, are such that the only dates 
available are: 

Monday, November 2nd, to Friday, Fovember 6th,inclusive 
Monday, January 4th, to Friday, January 8th, fI 

Monday, March 28th, to Friday, April 1st, il 

No Saturday night is obtainable because of the Hall being 
prepared for the use of the Church of st. Andrew &, St.Paul on 
Sunday morning. 

Unless we are fortunate enough to be able to obtain 
the use of one of the theatres, only three productions will be 
presented. The first one will be liThe I:ask and the Pace", by 
Luigi Chiarelli, translated and adapted for the English stage 
by C.B. Fernald. In the following production, the Montreal 
Repertory Theatre will be combined with the Ottawa Drama League, 
with performances in Ottawa and Montreal. 

The immediate aim of the Theatre continues to be the 
assembling of available players. The development of an 
audience must depend upon the quality of these players and the 
resultant character of the performances. The Members will 
understand that, while the Repertory Theatre may consider 
itself fortunate in obtaining thu co-operation of McGill 
University, which permits the use of Noyse Hall to the extent 
to which the University can spare it to us, yet the activities 
of the.Theatre are of necessity curtailed. The use of the 
stage for rehearsals is strictly limited, two nights of the 
week only being available, with three nights for peiformancas. 
It follows, therefore, that all other rehearsals must be 
carried on elsewhere, and the players ~ust adapt themselves 
to the stage itself during these two rehearsals. Furthermore, 
on these two nights all matters of stage lighting and scenery 
must be adjusted, making the presentations a matter of con
siderable difficulty. While this situation exists, and it 
must continue for some time to come (under present economic 
conditions) our task is one of holding together the orf-anization 
and developing players, "nut leaving th" ques~ion of enlarged 
membership and more ·substantial support to be taken care of in 
the future. The limitation of pcrforma~ces this senson to 
three, may, under the circumstances, not be entirely detrimental, 
but it precludes any wide enlargement of the Repertory Theatre's 
activities. 
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Publication. The publication of ilThe Cue il , started last 
year~ proved to be a good move and assisted toward keeping 
active the interest of the members in the plans of the Theatre. 
Mr. Robert Ayre has left Montreal, and no steps have yet been 
taken to continue ilThe Cuo" this season. It will be seen that 
the cost, exclusive of posta3e, was $1,158., while the proceeds 
of advertising amounted to only $719 It may be that we will 
omit the printing of liThe Cuo" this year, esp0cially as but three 
performances arc to be given. 

Financial w A statement of Revenue and Expense from 
Marcn 19th, 1930, to Soptember 30th, 1931, is attached,showing 
a balance on hand as of that date of ~1,088.89. Accounts 
were mailed on October 1st to all registered members, and up 
to this writing the responses have been good, the receipts 
alr0ady aggregating about ~1,100. 

On behalf of the Directors, 

dv-?~~f 
President. 



TilONT·R"SAL 'RSP-:RTORY THEATRE INCORPORA':'ED 

STATEr.m TT OF C AS:-r RECEIPT S AND DISBURSEI1E1'JTS 

.From March lOth 1930 ~date of Incorporation) to Sept.30th 1931 

RECEIPTS 

Fees 
--Initial 

Annual 

Interest on Bank Balances 

National Council of Education 

$3 ,775 . 00 
3,220.00 

6,995.00 
56.60 

Contributions to Office Expenses ,Dec .1930 to May 
1931 350.00 

Proceeds from Sale of AdvJrtising in liThe Cue ll 719.90 

Proceeds from Sale of Tickets 
"The Perfect Alibi ii 

" "Programne Advertising 
flCandida fl 
liThe Constant 
"R.U.R." 
ilLa Souriante 
flThe Roof ll 

'Nife " 

Madame Beudet" 

To tal Receipt s 

2,021.44 
116.00 

1,781.92 
1,937.70 
1,118.52 

611.03 
~101 . 26 8 ,687.87 

DISBURSEMENTS 
General Expense 

Legal and Incorporation 
Salaries 
Stationery & Supplies 
Rent,Electric Light and Taxes 
Phones,Postage and Telegrams 
Miscellaneous 
Interest and Exchange 

371.70 
1,965.30 

818 .71 
1,080.70 

456 . 54 
167.44 

2 .22 

"The Cue it - Printing ,I.1ailinp & Commis s ions 
4,862.61 
1,158.01 

Production Expense 
"The Perfect AII'5i" 
lICandida" 
liThe Const ant 1 fife" 
"R.U.R." 
"La Souriante Madame Beudet ll

-

tlThe Roof" 
Membership Keeting May 20,1931 

(Two one act plays) 

Furniture & Fixtures 
Total Disbursements 

Balance in Bank 

Audited and Verified 

(sgd) Sharp Milne & Co., 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS. 
October 22,1931. 

2 , 537 . 84 
1,462.29 
1,317.0G 
1,415.64 

653.58 
1,042 . 56 

126.09 8 , 555 .16 
14,575.78 
1,144.30 

16,808.97 

15,720.08 

$1 ,088.89 



· MONTREAL REPERTORY THEATRE. INC. 

UNIVERSITY TOWER 

MONTREAL 

Fe b ru 1'1. ry 4 th , 
1 9 3 2. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C • • G., 
cGil1 University, 

MONTREAL. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I enclose a Statement of Receipts 
and Disbursements for the ontrea1 Repertory 
Theatre, Inc., for the four months period, 
October 1st, 1931 to January 31st, 1932. It 
will be noted that a b1.lfnce remeins on hand 
of $1,677.25. 

It is perhaps hardly necessnry to 
make any comment on the three plays which the 
Repertory Theatre has already given. You 
doubtless have observed the favourable press 
comments. 

One feature of this yearts work has 
been the new players who have been brought 
into the organization. Another noticeable 
feature has been the improvement in the 
staging and lighting. 

One further play is to be given in 
Moyse Hall in April, with the possibility of 
another date being obtainable, in which case 
a French play will be presented. 

President. 

Enclosure 



Sept. 50th 
1951 

Jan. 51st, 
1952 -

MONTREAL REPERTORY THEATRE, Inc. 

Statement of Cash Receipts & Disbursements 

From Octobet 1, 1951 to January 51, 1952 

RECEIPT~ 

Balance in Bank 

Fees collected from Sustaining Members 

" n " Associate Members 

Proceeds from advertising - the "Cue" 

Proceeds from sale of tickets: 
"The Mask and the Face" $1,006.10 
"The Cat and the Cherub" 867.40 
Theatre Party - Ritz Car1ton 558.19 
"The Adding Machine" 858.70 

DISBURSEMENTS 

Rent, Electric Light & Phone 

Salaries 

Postage & Telegrams 

General Expense 

Stationery & Supplies 

Printing & Mimeographing 

"The Mask and the Face" 
"The Cat and the Cherub" 
Theatre Party - Ritz Carlton 
"The Adding Machine" 

Balance in Bank 

1,042.52 
762.01 
577.80 

1,092.56 

1,088.69 

1,125.00 

775.00 

44.50 

5.070.59 $6,105.78 

566.55 

600.00 

47.08 

18.04 

59.95 

60.44 

5,274.49 4.426.55 

$1,677.25 



ruary 5. 1932 .. 
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MONTREAL REPERTORY THEATRE. INC . 

UNIVERSITY TOWER 

MONTREAL 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
~kuill University, 
k 0 n t rea 1. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

February 
Eighth 
1933 

I enclose statement of ~evenue and 
1xpenses of the f,jontreal RepertoI"'J Theatre, Inc., for the 
four mont~s ended January 31st. 

It must be explained that while as of 
January 31st the balance in the ba~k amounted to $2,235.04, 
yet the RepertoFf has obligated itself to bive performances 
to the members, for which season tickets have been sold. 

These funds, there~ore, are still subject 
to the expenses of these nuture proQuctions, less wh~tever 
extra revenue is available ~rom them. 

The monthly fixeu expenses of the 
Repertory are composed mostly of rent and salaries amounting 
to about ,p300. 

HM/FlJt 
E.nclosure 

Very / truly yours, 

~~~~~(/ 
President 
~ / 
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Copy for Sir Arthur ~lrri~ 

• 
c. 

St t .ant of R .-.xpendltures 

55 

Feb. 28th - Balance in Bank 

e bership ~ 3 and ub criptlon 

R ntal of uip ent 

Studio Co11~ct10 8 

Dra est1val Pl Y Collections 

n oe" tickets 

Re t, .... 1 ctric Light Phon 

Salnri s 

Po tag nd T 1 gr a 

G, ral Ex 0 

St tlonery and Suppli s 

Studio Th atr uip t 

P SI 

" 0 • 

tudio Pl ys 

Dra estlva1 Pl ys 

rch 51, By Bal ce 

1,879.28 

15.00 

20.00 

52.55 

154.11 

407.11 

,505.85 

115.55 

150.00 

14.16 

17.69 

7.60 

18.60 

582.79 

47.25 

11.0 

1,5Lll. 9 

2,505.85 
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MKT 
MONTREAL REPERTORY THEATRE, I N ( . 

1461 UNION AVENUE, MONTREAL, QUE. 

April 5rd, 1955. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
MONTREAL. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

Mr. Murr y has asked me to send 

you the enclosed cash statement of the Montreal 

Repertory Theatre for the month of March, 1955. 

Yours faithfully, 

Assistant-Secretary. 



DOCKET ENDS: 
COR Q c..s P 0 f'J D c.=-t-J C l:: 

C>t:::-c, I~~/- AfRIL J~3s 



Apt. 51S, Drun:mond Court;, 

Montreal, AUGUST, 24TR, 1933. 

Dear Sir Arthur Curry, 

Follo "ng our conversation of to-d~, it affords me 
a gr at deal of pleasure to outline to yo feVl or 
the" object of tt. rec tly organiz 
"ontreal Theatre Leagu. • 

A group of person intereste~ n furthering the pro
gressive theatre; have caref'ulIy organiz <i to appeal 
to ~h. genuine lovor o~ good theatre, dedic :tin{; it 
e!for s to th creative stag D' f im ... ortant l~. 

It is the purpose of the ntreal Theatre League to 
establish a permanent pl~hause wher a spectator 
m~ se always with the a_surance of se ing fine playS" 
of sat and present. - pl~ that broaden the wcope 
of life, that develop the mult min~, group acting 
and. inspired.. individual tingj wher the audience 
may see. th.e effectivenes of e.ctor and IllSO"WXight 
considerably enhanced:. by adequ.a.te and: b s:u.tif'u]. 

ttnga, costuming and. lighting. 

onsul ting with every- knoVln author! tjr identifiedi \'11th 
such constructiv theatre movement , this group will 
folIo as closely ~ possible the aims an~ ide o~ 
th 813tablished art theatre, IJUch th N York 
Theatre Gull& and the Community PI~hans. Group at 
:r S'snCtena and anta :Bwrb&r cnf:tering only in tha.'t ., 

will presen't but 0 eo origiIU!il. play each Se8.S0lIfJ, 

.. 



wilI. list additional play 
artisticallY gucces~ to 
public elgewnere. 

·i.hiCh have alre y proven 
edul "t-minde~ theatre 

e hay taken over His UB:jestyt Si Th . tre for an inl tial 
B aSOD of forty week ... divided. into five concurrent 
production: units of eight :pl~s each. The first eight 
plays will be chosen from the following list: 

GoCJdl Bye Again. 
Alien Com. 
Berkeley Square, 
Cherry Orcha.nt. 

Twentieth Century tmnn Crac ' 
Brie! Mcmen • Dengerous Comer, 
Private Lives-. Peter- Ibbetson, 

llet. Du.ck. Bo HQU..,es-. 
The liou e Beautitul., .. 
M~ live ... of indsor. 

Springttm for Henry, 
ThG Late Christopher Bem. 

No official release of cast and directiom has' yet been 
made, but vre are now negotiating such contract , and 
~e the responsibility of guarantee~ the appearance 

of en imported. company of capable pl8.7er , the b .. t 
lIable from t • English d American stage. 

e feel confident that this city i able to f!U.ppor't 
econom1cal~ ~inster~ art theatre on & professional 
basis'. The Montreal Theatre Lea.gu.e is not founded. by 
private subsl~, but is looking for its support fran 
the public interestea n maintaining in ntr the 
highest form of thea.trical productioJlD, end -e are 
presenting s subscription member~i~~ence-plan, 
a.cmowledgeclf the healthiest of all forms- of subS"i~. 

Complimentary invitation~ 11 be issued to regular 
subscribers: for & serieSl o~ extra; event81 pI by-
the League during its first StiSon. mich will include 
fortnightly symposiums: on the drama, e varied !IlW!dcal 
programme:, end other RP ciBl featurea" in keeping: th 
the edlu.cational and. cul turel. aims; of the Leagu.e. 



I am personal~ very anxious to secure for this ne 7 

v ntur the goodwill and endorsement of th first 
people of the City, as I conscientiously believe it 
will meet & long felt want in the artistic life of 
Montreal. 

I have interviewed Sir Charles Gordon, and Colonel 
Herbert Molson, who, like yourself', have very ldndly 
agreed. to consider endorsing our efforts. 

I ~ ~ised by Colonel Molson that he expects to be in 
conference with yourself" and Sir Charles Gordom 
to-morrow, Fridl\)r, morning'. and I would eDteem ita 
very great ravor ind:ee<l if you will take this matter-
up with thED at that time. 

If' it is decided that our plan has mer! t J eJl.d is 
practical., may we use your names: to head the list 
ot those Who approve of the movement ? 

Thanking you in s.dvanc for mat I feel will be It 

f ~orable decision, I wish to take the opportunl~ of 
~ressing my appreciatiol:;. of your unf'ailing kindness: 
and interest on past occa~iOD$. 

SincerelY' your, . 

M~ -lC;O-A~~ 
(Mm. F. Vincent Du.ckworth) 

T 0 -

Sir Arthur • Currl, 

5450 McTavi h Str et, 

ontr 1. 
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To 
De a n Ma cKay 
Dr. Ma cmi loLa n 

please note 
and re turn: 

MKT 
MONTREAL REPERTORY THEATRE, I N C 

1461 UNION AVENUE, MONTREAL, QUE 

April 19th, 1933. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B., 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
McGill University, 
MONTREAL. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

I am obliged for your letter of the 12th. 
I am very anxious, as you are, that no misunderstandin~ 
should arise between the University and the Repertory 
Theatre, so that I think it advisable to inform you of 
the actual circumstances, which, I think, will acquit 
M.R.T. of either neglec~ or discourtesy. The facts are 
these: 

The Dominion Drama Festival is a loosely
bound establishment organized at Ottawa, and is presently 
under the direction of Colonel H. C. Osborne. Its 
purpose is to develop drama in Canada, and it adopted 
the scheme of dramatic productions with regional con
tests and a final presentation in Ottawa. 

Had money been available for proper staff 
work, Osborne might have collected the names of all 
amateur, semi-professional and university groups in 
Canada, inviting them to participate in re~ional contests 
through which they might win a place in the final offering 
at Ottawa. 

Instead of doing this, through economic 
reasons, as much publicity as could be obtained was given 
the affair, together with directions to would-be parti
cipants as to the regional centres to which they should 
apply. 

Montreal Repertory Theatre in this section had 
nothing whatever to do with the matter, and it did not 
send notices to anyone, neither did it have any authority, 
either to issue invitations, or to accept or reject 
applying groups. 

Miss Martha Allan is Chairman of the Western 
Quebec Region and in that capacity she discussed the 
affair with various people, among whom were Miss Leona 
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Gray of the Department of English, and Mr. Fraser Macorquodale, 
the President of the Players' Club. She was informed by 
both of these persons that there was no possibility of either 
of the McGill groups participating on account of examinations. 
No action flowed from this, as she had no authority, although 
most anxious that a UniverSity group should participate; it 
was of the nature of a casual conversation. 

You will agree with me I am sure that, had there been 
occasion for Montreal Repertory Theatre communicating with the 
University, by disposition and practice we would have sent 
this notice, either to the Principal or the Dean of the Faculty 
of Arts and SCience, or possibly to Dr. MacMillan as head of 
the Department. 

As I have already said, the organization of the 
Dominion Drama Festival is a loose one, and possibly it may be 
inferred in more than one direction that Montreal Repertory 
Theatre, being perhaps the most prominent of the organizations 
in Montreal, might have been appointed to look after regional 
elimination contests; this was not the case. 

I am hopeful that this explanation will absolve us 
from both neglect and discourtesy, especially the latter, which 
would be an unforgivable fault had it been committed against 
the UniverSity, our obligations toward which you very properly 
point. 

Will you be good enough to give this explanation 
to the Department of English, so that they will feel assured of 
the propriety of our conduct. 

With kind regards, 

( 

Sincerely yours, 
I 

~ -_____ President. 
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