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• ALBERT W. JOHNSON 

ATTORNEY - AT - LAW 

MARINE - ON • ST. CROIX, MINN. 

Ur .Pl:"esi dent J HoGill Uni vcrsi ty, 
UOllt t"ea1, canad.a • 

Sir: 

I am intol:"lne1 bY Eva HUnt Do eke ry, P iOncet" Edi to t" on the 

start of the Idaho statesma l1,that she had assisted YOU j.n 

obtaining some intoY"mation on Old Fort Boise,~hen you was 

out thel:"e,and that perhaps you had in your research of tr.e 

early Frenoh settlements in Ameriea,Colllc ac'!"oss the name ot 

the man ~ho is the subj ect of my et uest. I rete'!" to Dr. 

Michaud LeClait"e. 

The late Edmo LeClaire ot ?ort Wa hakie,a SOn or Dr. 

Michaud LeClait"e,info~med me in his litetime,that his t'atlJ r 

oame to 'K.1Yomin0 in 1833 t'!"om Potosi,Ho. That Dr .LeClaire 

ma~l:"ied an Indian W'oman,and is reputed to have died in tl:.e 

early sementi e 8 down on Green ri vel:" below Currant oreek in 

WYonting. 

Granville stuart in his"Pol:"ty Years On tb.e Pl:"ontierW 

makes mention ot Hi ohaud LeClai l:"e. There is a1 0 mention 

made ot thi man in "Vigilante Day and '\'Tays.The Pionee~a 

of the Rockies W by Hathal1iel Pi tt Langtord. 

I am l)crsonelly a~ uainted wi th the des endants ot too 

la te 1)'!" .Mi chaud LeClai roe, ~esi dint'; at present neal:" Fort 

washe.kieJWyomin~ .. and. at Pocatello and Port Hall,Idaho,and 

t~ sketch ~t the life o.f Edmo LeClai't'"e tor tl~e Statt 

~d£~~'" J A«-- :r~ff:f.:~. 



A1bert • Johnson,Eso., 
Attorney-at-Law, 
arlne-on-St. Crolx, 

tlnn. 

Dear Slr:-

ovember 16th, 1929. 

At the request ot Sir Arthur 
Currle, Prinoipal ot cGill Univers1ty, I beg to 
acknowledge receipt of your letter ot . ovember 13th, 
making inoulrles with reference to the late Dr. 
~icbaud LeC1alre. . 

I regret to aevise you that e 
can be ot no assi tanoe to you in your search, as 
our tiles disc10s no reference 7hatever to this man. 

Yours faithfully, 

Secretary to the Principal. 





ovemb r 1st, 1929. 

~r • George ade, 
136 ster Street, 
Stratford. Ont. 

D nr ads.:-

The Principal ha 
reply to your letter ot reoent date 
to yo ng an named dg r John on. 

asked me to 
i th r ference 

e have no r oord at cGill 
University that anyone of th t n m ha ever 
registered here, either in dicine, Dentlstry,or 
any other Faculty, and 0 can tell you nothing of 
hIs charaoter. . 

Yours f lthfully. 

Secretary to the Principal. 







Inl/} , .{L" ~ i0CLC~ , 
/ ;5 6 0.;1 CL ~ ~./ :: 

LL~ 
~/ . 



• 

L ons A. Johnston, :sq., 
190 t J~mos ~troGt, 
!ontreal. 

~y dear 're Johnstone:-

Oct ber 5th, 1925. 

Thank you very-much for your 
not of Saturday ,1th the copy of the ftGro le1''' • 

I remember very ell hen it 
maae lt~ first appeerance in the early days of 1916. 
I elso re. ember poor old Dobb1n vary well indeed and 
have in my repertoire several QuIte interesting 
storieo ~bout him. You 7ill ronomb r ow deaf he 
was and this unfortunate condition led to some amusing 
incidents. 

I do not kno h~ther I hav 
this oopy or not, but I coapt It ,lth pIe sure and 
thank • 

I am, 
-lth kindast ishas al 3YS, 

Yours faithfullyp 

• 
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Lultln Johnsto , 
Bead rters 1 t . 

i ton, • r. •. 

tai .J 

y r 1 

• • 

otob r 
. ty- rat 
1 ,,1. 

o latlon, 

i 0 1 ce'.lved 
f tober ... 



o , 

20th. II t, 1921 

stanlel" John on. sq., 
T Cl r Produotion 00., 

i th oor, 
7, Ber r streot, 
.1. 

D ar Sir, 

rlk of ontr 1 inform d e t 
it d to. y or di the 250.00 
fD e ha not been apt. 

e to my 1£ in 1919. r 

o 

ou on your ther in 10 t ar!.. I 
u th t your f th r ld honor 
as an undorstandin b t n you to 

nd your :ruth- r to 
g my 80COunt by 
o Qonalud t you d 

n I oalled 
althfully 
hunired 

d 1 d far:th 
the 18th., and yoo. 

You didn't 0 80, 

Sa.oh tr tment I do no propo 
atod bov, off r you on mor oh 0 

t 11 you ho d1 ppoin d I am in you. 

Your truly, 

te, 
.. 

8 
I oann t 



/1 
Y , 

v 

aroh 26th" 1926. 

1 ~~ el d to give this 

letter of !"ecCO!'ll!londat1on to "~rs. Stanla ainv, aring 

Johnson. 

I h"ve lone kno n her find her 

people. She 1s well born snd ':ell lncated." nd 

beoauso of' tt.a unfortunate circ··!'!At ..... nee f'011o '1ng 

h r husb{nd's recent ue~th i~ fo ~ d to so.k ~ 

lorition in 0 ~er to earn} r :ivin". I believe oh 

"1Oulo. falthfu ly disc}'[reO ~he uti(.s of allY 'Position 

I hore he roon finds con~onlnl 

')mployment. 

Yours faithfully. 



-

'arch 26th. 1926. 

rs. Helen almlnrlne; Johnson. 
lOa ost Sevont - ixth Street, 
.le York, .•. :. 

,ly dear llrs. Johnson:_ 

I as glad to 10 rn b7 your 
letter of the 24th tha~ yougot safely baek to ~e 
York r~d nre settling down. 

I MO.t ~ince~ :y horn h<t 
e:f'oro 10nl; you ';il1 i"inti BOO CO "~ y lal positIon 

whnre • 0 c .. n b near you' SOl1.. He seemed Cl fine 
manly you.g ~an "'nu. : .. n t'.:-o \'111 ,. [. iJrer.t help 
c-nd COllfort to YOll. 

! n~ enclosinc a latter o~ 
racorunendation :'110'. hore it is \. ;.~t YOll ,ant. 

'''1 th r:.ll kind wishes. 1 BM, 

Yours faithfully. 



1111e.m L. HOenry. Esq •• 
mhe Read Yast r's Office. 
C ho lr ScHool. 

'arch 2nd, 1926. 

Cathedl·nl of St ... Tohn the DiTin • 
.I.·ew York Cl ty. 

~F dear !r. Henry:-

I a~ this morning in receipt of 
your letter of the ~8th of F bruary and nave road 
with interest tho Mfny kind things you h~v said 
about rs. Johnso_'s son. 

It Must elve his mother grent joy 
and satisfaotion to have a boy o~ ~horo she ha every 
rleht to be proud. I hope he Sh07 in all his later 
life the fulfilment of so prom1oing a boyhood. In 
the dark hour through which ·rs~ Johnson ls passing 
she must more than eVer oling to th hop s she has 
for ber son. 

~lth all good .!shes, 1 m, 

Yours faithfully, 
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• 

A. G. Jones, Esq., 
58 Cathoart Street 9 

lIontreal. 

Dear Sir, 

• September 19, 1923 • 

Your letter ot September 10th ha. been 
brought to my attention. 

. I fully sympathi8e with your ettorts to 
bring out a book whioh w111 b. a great help to those wao 
deSire to speak both Frenoh and Engliah and I hope t~is 
etfort meets with the 8upport it deserves. At the same 
time my work at - the University !J~~ burdensome that I 
have not the time to atte~t to~tor you finanoial 
Q •• 8tl~. 1 am not l~dlfterent to the value ot suoh a 
publicatIon aBy~u are endeavouring to issue, but there 
18 a limit to the tInanoial oblIgations one· must assume. 

YO~8 falthtull~ • 



• 

A. G. Jones. Esq., 
58 Cathcart Street, 
llontreal. 

De r Slr:-

September 10th, 1923. 

Your letter of September 10th 
addressed to Sir Arthur Currie has just been 
received. 

Sir Arthur is at present absent 
trom the city, but your letter will be brought 
to his attention immeliately upon his return 
the latter part ot the month. 

Yours faithfully, 

Principal's Secretary. 



~c ..§iec~Hni ~e 
~ . .d.e ~. ~oit.e 3-! 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
Principal, ~ 

MeGill University, 
MONTREAL. 

Uy dear Sir Arthur:-

58 Cathcart St., Montreal. 
September 10, 1923. 

Sjleald.ng to Mr. VI. Patterson, JOint Crown Proeecutor, 
the other day in conneetion with .y creat educational work on 
the two 1 aniUa"es , and telling him that I was findin some dif­
ficulty in ,ettin~ an influential financier interested in its 
publication, Mr. Patterson said to _e: 

W~fhy not ae~ Sir Arthur Currie! Sir Arthur is a sol­
wdier, he is not timid, he .v.st be in close touch with many dis­
·tinguished men both in Quebee and Ontario, able to advance a 
·comparatively small sum like $2000.00 in a hi~h-cla8s venture 
·which would pay the lender $18,000.00 clear profit in a short 
"time, and , in addition, he wou~d show peculiar interest in a 
"matter pertainint?; to edu.cation, particularly as re,ards Jl'rench. 
·My advice to you is to see or write Sir Arthur." 

As Mr. Patterson has a creat reputation in le,al 
as well as scholastic circles, I am followin~ his advice and 
will now proceed to in~or.m you as to the facts: 

You will remembor giving me your name as a subscriber 
to a work On the two 1anCUa,es r was ,ettin~ out. The title of 
that · .. ,ork is, or will be, Commont Parler Jl'rancai s, Comment Par­
ler Ane;lais. Ho\f' to Speak lI'rench, How to Speak 'Rn.!:lish M:r 
first intention was to issue it in the fonn of one lar,e-book, 
but circumstances have arisen which obli,e me to split it into 
two separate and distinct volumes. If issued as one book it 
wOUld be the size of the new City Directory, and as I could not 
~ive a book Of that size to my subscribers for $2.00 I have di­
vided it into two companion volumes, each complete in itself, 
and my subscribers will be supplied at the rate of $2.00 per 
volume. 

The Object of the work is to make the aC4lluisition of 
~rench a comparatively easy matter for those whO speak ~~11sh 
only, and making conversation in English possible for the ~rench 
student in a V9~Y short space of time. 

My matter is in opposite coluJnns,--FnClish one side of 
the pace and the equ1yalent ~rench ,hrase on the other. The num­
ber or sentences (fro.m three to about thirty worQSeach) will be 
in the neiihborhood of 40,000, dealing with all conditions of 
li~e. invariabl~ praotical and natural, a considerable part in 
the fonn Of ordinary conversation. 



~c ,§cc\:Hai~e 

~. d.e ~. ~oit.e 3-1 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, 
(Continued) . 

Uy volumes are founded on sixty ~reat works, including 
such authorities as Ollendorff, Berlitz, ~as.uelle, De Fivas, 
Bertenshaw, Heno, and more than fifty others. I have already 
told you that the New City Di~eetory was a gOOd indicator of the 
size Of my two volumes put together. 

Later, these two volumes will be bound u~dp,r a ain,le 
cover. I have canvassed over 1000 nrunes. I need not have stop­
ped at 1014 as I did, because there was plenty or matQrial in 
si~t, but I only set myself the task Of getting 1000, depending 
upon the influence of these gentlemen to fU.rther circujate my 
work. This they will all do. I can depend, practically, on ev­
ery on~ to take an extra copy, while some of thp Book-stores will 
take 1000, in small batches Of' fifty Or so at a time. 

The Hon. Athanase David has promised me the support of 
his GovernmAnt, ""hich means a e;reat deal, while Dr. Pannelee, Mr. 
Sutherland, Mr. H. J. Silver, and a number of other distinguish­
ed EdUcationalists, will support the work liberally. 

My Canvas Book shows the names of a number of K. C .B' s. , 
K.e's., lUllionaires, Judges, Lawyers, Members of Parlirunent, 
MEmbers Of the Leiislature, Executive Councillors, Le,islatlvG 
Councillors, Senators, Notaries, Architects, Chartered Accoun­
tWlta, leading Newspaper ~ditors, Bankers, Brokers, and men hi~h 
up in the comnercial, business and "inancial world. Al to~ether 
they are over a thousand strong. Their influence could hardly 
be over-astimatpd, and the fu.ture of my work seems very flatter­
ing. 

Anoth3r 1000 with-held their names and said their 
business instincts would not allow them to ratify with their 
Signatures, in advance, a work that had not yet «one to press. 
This, however, they stated need not depress me, as they would 
e;ladly purchase the books for themselves and their fripnds as 
soon as it was produced. I have about a thousand promises of 
this character frOm such men as Lord Atholstan Sir Vincpnt Uar-. , 
edi th, and Other u.nti tIed ,en tlemen. 

I have creat influence down in the Fastern Townships, 
Where I was born, and ~s I already have an old canvas I made 
down there for another bOOk, I run able to say positively that T 
can place 600 setts in my home-town of Richmond, and in adjacent 
centrGs like Sh~rbrooke, Danvllle, Windsor Mill s and oth~·r to\ms. 

To sum up, I am able to say positiv~ly that I can dis­
pose or my two VOlumes to the extent of $50,000.00. I can sell 



~c .§ecretah:e 
~. d.e ~. ~oit.e 3-1 

Sir Arthur Curri&, 
(Continued) • 

-3-

over 10,000 setts, and the general public will havp to pay at 
least $5.00 for the two books. Nor do my efforts exhaust the 
ll'latter. Aided hy your influence and the energy of a good pub­
lisher, there is no reason why this great work, which appears in 
the fonn of a puhlic utility, shou~d not circulate up to and be­
yond the 100,000 fiiU-re. French Canadians will buy freely. It 
OU~ht to circulate all Over this Province, in parts of Ontario, 
ManitOba, parts of the State of New York and New 'England States, 
in Louisiana, NAwfoundland and other places. One hundr~d thou­
sand S9ttS is not an extrava,ant fi&Ure to name for these books. 

I am not opposed to the two-langua 'e system because I 
believe it broadens the memory and increases the size of the 
brain, al though it may not improve the mathematical and logical 
qualities a great deal. 

11ve hundred dollars is needed to put this work in fi­
nal ~o~ for the printers. To anyone who will advance $2000.00, 
$500.00 to myself personally, and $1500.00 to the publishers in 
due course, -- to anyone who will do ~his I am willing that the 
book should be under obliiation to pay back $20,000.00 out of 
th e earl y sal e s • 

Now Sir Arthur, with your influence and learnina, I 
leave it to you to say if you know of anybody, including your­
self, bold ann brave enouih to launCh on this very lucrative un­
dertak1n~, with the element of risk absolutely expunged. My 
death n~ed not deran«e the matter, as there are a number of In­
sur~lce Companies who uould insure my life as regards this ven­
ture for a very small sum. 

I hope Mr. Patterson has not misled me, and I trust T 
shall hear f rom you at once. 

I be~ to subscribe mYself, my dear sir, 

Yours vpry truly, 

~ I:~~ 


