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H. M. MacKay, B.Sc., President W. D. McLenNaN, B. Arca., Executive Secretary
W. G. Hanson, B.Sc., Hon. Treasurer McGrrr UNiversitY, MONTREAL
W. C. Niceowson, B.A., B.C.L., Hon. Secretary Prone UpTowN 5920

THE GRADUATES SOCIETY OF
McBill Anibersity

A . Tt T™T \
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instructed by the Executive Committee
of the Graduates' Society to bring to your attention the
enclosed resolution which has been unanimously appnroved

by the Committee, and would request that the same be

AT

brought to the attention of the Bosrd of Governors.

Yours very truly,

WDMcL/DP.
Bnelgssciel
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H. M. MacKay, B.Sc., President W. D. McLennaN, B. Axrca., Executive Secretary
H. W. Morean, B.A., Hon. Treasurer. McGirr University, MONTREAL
T. S. Stewart, B.A., B.C.L., Hon. Secretary Prone Urrown 5820

THE GRADUATES SOCIETY OF
McBill Anibersity

Msy 18th, 1928.

Sir Arthur W.Currie, G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,
MeGill University.

Dear Sir:-

I gives me great pleasure to convey to
you the following Resolution, proposed by Mr.George
S.Currie, seconded by Mr.John T.Hackett, and unanimously
carried at the Semi-annual meeting of the Council of the

Graduates' Soclety of MeGill University:

Regolved:
That this Meeting, representing the Graduates
of MeGill University, wish to express to Sir Arthur Currie
their appreciation of the fine spirit and high coursage which
prompted him, at great personal sacrifice, %o free from
aspersion the honour of those who, during the closing days
of the War, directed the movements of the Canadian Corps

in whieh so many of their Members were proud to serve.

Yours sincerely,

EXECUTIVE SECRETARY.




H. M. MacKay, B.Sc., President W. D. McLenxnan, B. Arca., Executive Secretary
H. W. Morcan, B.A., Hon. Treasurer. McGirL UniversitY, MONTREAL
T. S. Stewart, B.A., B.C.L., Hon. Seccretary Prone Urrown 5820

THE GRADUATES SOCIETY OF
McBill Anibersity

October 18th, 1928.

Sir Arthur Currie., G.C.M.G.,K.C.B.,
McGill University,
Montreal,
gue s
Dear Sir:~
I have pleasure in conveying to you
the following resolution, which was unanimously passed
at the Annusl Meeting of the Graduates' Society of
MoGill University held in Montreal on October 9th last
after being moved by Dr.A.T.Bazin and seconded by Mr.
A.P.Murray -

Resolved that the Secretary be asked to convey
to Sir Arthur Currie the satisfaction felt by this
meeting of the news of his recovery from his recent
illness, and that he be further informed of the
gratification felt by the Graduates' of MeGill
University at his unanimous choice by the ex-service

men of Cansda as President of the Canadian Legion
of the British Empire Service League.

Yours very truly,
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The
‘ Graduates’ Soriety of MeBill University

G, S. CURRIE, B.A., PRESIDENT A PUBLISHERS OF THE
H. W. MORGAN, B.A., HON. TREASURER VY W “McGILL NEWS"
T. 8. STEWART, B,A. B.C.L., HON. SECRETARY

McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL

G. B. GLASSCO, B.Sc., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY . PHONE UPTOWN 5920

April 29, 1929,

Dr, C. ¥, Martin,
Acting Principal,
MeGill University,
Citye.

Dear Doctor Martin:

The last "Directory of Graduates® was compiled
and published in 1924, when the University assumed half the cost of
the publication, which amounted to a total of $24 7644476

The Graduates' Society undertook to mail the
copies sold outside the University, which cost approximately an
additional $85.,00. There were printed a total of 1600 copies.

It is now proposed to compile and publish
a directory during the next few months, the need of which has been
felt, and the use of which would be especially valuable during the
forthcoming financial campaign.

In fact, it has been suggested by the Exec~
utive Committee of the Graduates' Society that an up-to-date directory
would be such an advantage for the purpose of the campaign, - that it
might rightfully be considered a campaign expense, if the undertaking
is proceeded with this year.

The Executive Committee have asked me to write
you, to request you to bring this before the Board of Governors for
their consideration,

We have 7,705 addresses of living graduates
and past students, and we estimate approximately 1,000 living grad-
uates and past students whose addresses have been lost through their
moving from place to place.
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G. S. CURRIE, B.A., PRESIDENT PUBLISHERS OF THE

“McGILL NEWS”

H. W. MorGgaN, B.A., HON. TREASURER
T. $. STEWART, B.A. B.C.L., HON. SECRETARY

McGiLL UNIVERsITY, MONTREAL

G. B. GLASSCO, B.sc., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY PHONE UPTOWN 5920

s o
Acting
MeGill

Dear Doetor Martin:

would like to make our

Students®

financial came
for our own
2y the would be any necess-
& the BOarQ uf Governors would desire
iﬂs as a cam Tl expensees If they so desire it, we
] its publication, or to supervise the
uld advise them of the probable cost
Ie propose to take to carry it out,
corrections for the lost address-—

rusting the information given in our
letter of April 29th will enable you to determine whether such a
"Directory" for the'purao es of the campaign would be worth the
expense involved,

4

Faithfully yours,

GBG/GJW




DIRSCTORY - 1924,

No. Copies Original
Reprints
Total

Sold

Gratis
On Hand

Preparation, Printing :
and publighing $ 2,764.47

Mailing (Estimated) 85,00

g 2!849547




3rd ﬁy; 1929 .

Dear Nr. Glassco,

Wil you huve & post-gard Printed
according to the saclossd form. o enangs it in any
Way you ses [it, &ad send it «round to wembers of the
Craduntes’ Soclety who wre in ithe City.

Would you slso ses Dr. Nicuolanon about

printing tickets of & specisl colour for taig purpose,

and tell hia I asked you to do 80 .

Yours sinc erely,

a. Glassco, Esq. ,
Zxecutive Secretary,
Graduates’ Society.




MoGILL UNIVERSIDY.,

You are cordially invited to attend the
Annual Convocation, which will take place on
Wednesday, May 29th, at 11.00 «.m. in the
Capitol Theatre. GSeats will be reserved in the
callery for alil greduatos.

Pickets may be obtained by exchanging

$nis ourd ut the Mcdill Union between May 2Cth and

’.tnd inclueive. After this, tickets will be

offersd to otner friends of the University.
G. Glassco

Secretary.
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G, S. CURRIE, B.A., PRESIDENT PUBLISHERS OF THE

H. W. MORGAN, B.A., HON. TREASURER PV W < "McGILL NEWS”

T.S. STEWART, B.A. B.C.L., HON. SECRETARY

McGiLL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL

G. B. GLASSCO, B.Sc., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY PHONE UPTOWN 5820
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was & great pleasure for
nunication of June ist,

esolution passed at the last
@ Committee of the
i6Gill University.

Please give my thanks to
those concerned. I cannot tell you how glad 1 am
to be back at work again and to feel confident
that by the time the next session opens I shall
pull my full weight im the sdministration of
MeGill.

Yours faithfully,

Principal,
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G. S. CURRIE, B.A., PRESIDENT &Y | PUBLISHERS OF THE
% oS ey &
H. W. MORGAN, B.A., HON. TREASURER W e McGILL. NEWS”

T. S. STEWART, B.A. B.C.L., HON. SECRETARY
McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL

G. B. GLASSCO, B.Sc., EXECUTIVE SECRETARY ; PHONE UpTOWN 5920

October 5, 1929,

A. P, S, Glassco, EsQ.,
Secretary & Bursar,
McGill University.

Dear Sir:

Ve are writing to advise you that as a result of the
elections which were completed on September 30th, 1929, to fill vacancies
arising among the officers of the Graduates' Society, that Dr. C.W. Colby
has been elected as the Graduates®' Society's representative on the Board
of Governors of the University.

Yours very truly,

Executive Secretary.
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McGiLL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL

PUBLISHERS OF THE
“THE McGILL NEWS | & T PHONE MARQUETTE 9181

December 5, 1929,

Sir Arthur W, Currie,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,

Dear Sir Arthur:

On behalf of the Graduates' Soclety
may I extend to you our congratulations on this anniversary of
your birthday, with which is coupled our very best wishes for
your continued health and happiness.

We appreciate very much the consider=-
ation you are giving to the aims and activities of the Graduates'
Society.

Faithfully yours,

>
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Executive Secretary,
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Graduates” Soriety of MeGill Hniversity

PUBLISHERS OF THE McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL

“THE McGILL NEWS’ ' PHONE MARQUETTE 9181

January 30, 1930,

General Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill University,

Dear Sir Arthur:

I cannot let this morning pass
without writing on behalf of the Graduates' Society,and espec-
ially the Montreal Branch of it, to thank you for your eloquent

timely, and effective address, which you gave at our entertainment
last night, :

On all sides this speech was received
by the graduates with marked enthusiasm, and with inward real-
ization of the problems confronting the University.

Sincerely yours,

=
/({:///T/ /éju%,a&vﬂéi/‘fr g

Executive Secretary.




30th Januvary, 1930

¥r, Gordon Glassco,
The Gradusates' Society

Dear Mr. Glassco,

I am indeed grateful
for your nice letter in this morning's
mail with reference to what I said to
the Gradusates last night. It was a
very great pleasure to me to be present,
and I think the function, or something
similar to it, might be repeated.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal.,
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VICE-PRESBIDENT

Sir Arthur W. Currie, K.C.Be,GeCeMeGey,LeLoDs,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

McGill University,

Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur:

I feel that last night I failed to express

to you at all adequately my thanks for what you did for
our Graduates' Meeting.

It would indeed be difficult for me to tell
you how much I appreciated your most eloguent and inspiring
words. Could yowu, however, have heard as I did after our
Meeting the words of enthusiastic appreciation that were
expressed by every Graduate to whom I had an opportunity of
speaking, you would, I am sure, have felt somewhat repaid
for the great amount of time and thought that your address
must have demanded.

The Council of the Montreal Branch of our
Graduates' Society is deeply indebted to you. We could
have had nothing more inspiring done for us than that which

you did last night, and I hope that the seed which you
planted will bear good fruit for McGill.

Sincerely yours,

Z

[~

HMJ /RH
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Steol Company of Canada, Limited,
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11k %o the MeG#ll Gradua Society last
voaing, nut I am afraid tha Lust have
left a misunderstanding in the mind of your
reporter on the subject of "I ﬂitorL S
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I am thorefore enclosing
the extract which refers to the subject, and
in order to correct the erroneous i“presuion
{UOSSlDlj through some moi(~1t" on my own
part) I should be most grateful if you would
,@bli h 1% i=n full,.

Ever yours faithfully,
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PUBLISHERS OF THE McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL

“THE McGILL NEWS’

PHONE MARQUETTE 9181

January 9, 1930,

General Sir Arthur Currie,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill Universitye.

Dear Sir Arthur:

Enclosed we are sending you a
sample of each of three circular letters which we sent
out yesterday to all Montreal graduates, except that the
first one in red ink was not sent to the women graduates,

This circular refers to the grad-
uates! entertainment and contains the program for the evening.

The second circular announces the
proposed course of six free lectures for graduatesy the number
of responses to this announcement will determine whether or not
the course will be“put on.

The third is an accouncement of enter-
talnments to be given in Moyse Hall, which we are sending out to
the graduates at the request of Colonel Bovey.

Faithfully/yours,

A

V4
/57,
- o A

Executive Secretary.




il

Muontreal Branch
ni the
Graduates” Soriety of MeGill University

-

1930,

Graduates’ Entertainment at the Union

On January 29th the Montreal Branch Society and the Students

(men :;[!]f-" in the McGill Union, at 8.00 p.m.
PROGRAMME
Banjo-MaxpoLix CLus

30XING Bourts

SPECIALTY Act—DBanjo-Mandolin Club and Russell Hale

BY SIR ARTHUR W. CURRIE

ADDRESS
FRENCH SoNGS—Paul Langlois

PIRATE SoNG—L. .\'f"-;'f—.1.[Hi.4'r‘i';"l‘j'-;. and Male Chorus

STUDENT SPEAKERS—Roch Pinard, Boyd Millen, Paul Melanson

SONGS BY ERROL AMARON AND CHORUS:
“Alouette”
“Three Crows"

“Hail Alma Mater”

BUFFET SUPPER IN THE LOUNGE, providing contacts with your old friends and classmates.
THIS IS A SOCIAL GATHERI NG and there will be no requests made on those present. Drese
informal. A free edition of The McGill Daily with articles of interest to the Graduates will be distributed.

r unknown.

COME AND }..":R]T\(} ANOTHER McGILL MAN WITH YOU,

graduates who will not receive this invitation, their present addresses bheing

. - 1 4 1
as there are many ex-students and

Tickets 75¢c (No other charge nor solicitation)

We hope you will come.—R.S.V.P.

Graduates’ Society
McGill University, s 1930
Montreal.
Please send me . tickets for the Graduates’ Entertainment at the McGill Union on January
20th, for which I enclose 8. . (at 75c per ticket).
Name. . .. : 2] o MR o L oy D (You are requested to take a
( ]
number of tickets and sell or
pass them on to your friends)

Address. ....

(Please make your cheque payable to the Graduates’ Society, McGill Unis ersity)




Maontreal Branch
of the

Graduates’ Society of MeBill Hniversity

January 6, 1930.

Series of Free Lectures to Graduates and their
Families or Friends

Arrangements can be made, if a sufficient number of our graduates exhibit their
interest, to give a series of six lectures on Sunday afternoons at 3.00 p.m. in Moyse Hall,

Arts Building, as follows:—

January 26—*“Old Churches and Church Carving in the Province of
Quebec” (Illustrated) By Pror. TRAQUAIR

February 2—‘Montreal Merchants and the Northwest" (Illustrated)

By Pror. MACDERMOT
February 9—*“Sight and Insight” ([llustrated) By DR. BEATTIE
February 16—‘‘Ships and Shanties” (Illustrated).....By PrRoF. THOMSON

February 23—*Vegetation of North America’ (Illustrated)
By Pror. LLoyD

March 2—"“James McGill” (Illustrated) By PROF. SURVEYER

Before arrangements can be completed, we must know how many graduates will
attend these lectures. They are free. Kindly use the slip below and mail to us
immediately.

GRADUATES’ SOCIETY
McGiILL UNIVERSITY
MONTREAL

Please send me free tickets for reserved seats at the series
of “Graduates’ Lectures” for myself and family or friends.

WNAME S i

INBRESS s e e e s S e s e e T 7
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JThe Montreal Branch of the Graduates’ Sariety of MeGill University

McGiLL UNIVERSITY,
January 6, 1930.

Announcements to our Graduates resident in Montreal
(1) Children’s Plays in Moyse Hail.

Through the co-operation of the Department of English and the Department of Extra-Mural Relations
of McGill University, four plays for children will be presented in Moyse Hall, one play e

ach month from January
until April.

The first performance will be on Saturday afternoon, the e

leventh of January, at three o’clock, when
“The Sleeping Beauty’’ will be presented.

Tickets for the four plays may be obtained from the Comptroller’s Office, McGill University. Price $2.00
for the series; single tickets, 50c each.

(2) Entertainments in Moyse Hall.

(a) The following have been arranged by the “Moyse Hall Entertainments’’ Committee.

Friday, Jan. 10—8.30 p.m. ¢ Thurs., Feb. 20, Fri., Feb. 21, Sat., Feb. 22
CONCERT 8.20 p.m.
THE LoNDON STRING QUARTETTE PLAY

The finest English String Quartette now playing From a Selection of Modern Plays

Produced by the McGiLL PLavers' CLuB
Wed., Jan. 29, and Thurs., Jan. 30—8.30 p.m.
PLAY Tues., Feb. 25—8.30 p.m.
*“The Second Man”’ CONCERT
by S. H. BEnrMAN TaE McGiLL SyMPHONY ORCHESTRA
Produced by Miss MARTHA ALLAN 8 Conducted by Dr. DouGLAS CLARKE

Fri., March 7—8.30 p.m.
PLAY
“The Funeral, or Grief a la Mode”
by Sir RICHARD STEELE
Produced by the DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH

(b) The following have been arranged by the Faculty of Music.

Thurs., Jan. 16—8.20 p.m. Thurs., Jan. 23—8.30 p.m.
CONCERT CONCERT
CLIvE CAREY Joan ELWES
Leading Exponent of English Folk Song In a Selection of Classical German and
In a Selection of English Folk Songs 8 Modern English Songs

Mon., Jan. 27—5 p.m.
LECTURE
Dr. F. SANFORD TERRY
Professor of History, Aberdeen University
““Bach, the Historical Approach”

Yours faithfully,

G. B. GLASSCO,
Secretary.
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PUBLISHERS OF THE ; McGiLL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL
“THE McGILL NEWS’ PHONE MARQUETTE 9181

Janvary - 2, 1930,

Lieut. F. H. W, Bovey,

Dept. of Extra=iural Relations,
MeGill University,

Montreal,

Dear Sir: Re Lectures under arrangement with Montreal
Branch Societye.

For your information we are listing below
those lectures whiech the Executive Couneil of the Montreal Branch
Society selected as most suitable for the Sunday afternoon lectures
to be given in Moyse Hall in the near future.

Professor ‘ Title Page Selection

Surveyer "James MeGill" (Illus) 14 ik
7% ~ Lloyd "VYegetation of North Ameriea"ll 4
(I1lus)
.~ MacDermot "Montreal Merchants and
the Northwest" (Illus) 12
&~ Thomson "Ships and Shanties" (Illus) 15
-2 ”Beattie "Sight and Insight® (Illus) 5
v/,Traquair "0ld Churches and Church 15
Carving in the Province of
Quebee" (Illus)

Substitutes, if recessary,

Lomer "How a Book is Made" (Illus) 11
Woodhead "A Glimpse of Greece"(Illus) 16

Faithfully yours,

o v
// P77 >
4 P o
/{/k.//f e e

Executive Secretary.,
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PUBLISHERS OF THE 1 ey | McGILL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL
THE McGILL NEWS 1 PHONE MARQUETTE 9181

May 23, 1930,

Convocation at "0ld McGill" takes place
on May 29th when over four hundred students will receive their
degrees,

It is just 50 years since yourreceived your
degree fram McGill University, and became one of the large number
of graduates who represent their Alma Mater in all parts of the
world,

On behalf of the officers and members of
the Graduates' Society of McGill University, I have much pleasure
in sending you our sncere congratulations upon the attainment of
this anniversary of your graduation, and in wishing you many years

of health and happiness.

Yours sincerely,

President




THE STEEL COMPANY OF CANADA, LIMITED

MONTREAL

H. M. JAQUAYS

VICE-PRESIDENT
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VICE-PRESIDENT o 5 g

Sir Arthur W. Currie, K.C.B.,G.C.M.G.,L.L.D-,
Prineipal & Vice-Chancellor,

McGill University,

Montreale.

-

Dear Sir

1ich I left with you
ast night, ing I looked over my papers and
saw that one : T2 final page was omitted.
Possibly I 1 . L 2 at your house, but in case
I did not I am ] 18 k final paragraph for your
COPY o

the draft article
concerning the Gradus cie whic
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The Graduates’ Society
and Its Work

BY
H. M. Jaquays, President.
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The Graduates’ Society
and Its Work

By H. M. Jaquavs, President

[ Note—The following article has been written by the President of the
Graduates’ Society, outlining the work of the Society and its relationship to the
University.

That the ideas expressed in this review are endorsed by the Principal is shown
by the following note which we have received from Sir Arthur Currie. 1

ForEwORD

I have read with interest and approval the article appearing in this issue of
The McGill News from the pen of the President of the Graduates’ Society of
McGill University—Mr. Homer Jaquays, M.Sc., M.A. '99. I wish all graduates
of our University were as keenly interested in her welfare as Mr. Jaquays. Ihave
often sought his advice and found it sane, helpful, and cheerfully given.

Because we are a national institution our constituency ranges far and wide,
and for that reason it is all the more difficult to get the full force of McGill opinion
effectively behind any project.

In the lives of all of us there are a few mountain tops, a few things that stand
out more prominently than all the other experiences, a few things we reverently
cherish. Tam sure that in the hearts of the graduates of McGill, their Alma Mater
is one of the mountain tops. Their continued interest in her welfare is one of her
chief sources of strength.

A. W. Currir

FROM time to time there comes to the attention of those who are closely
connected with the Graduates® Society of McGill University indisputable evi-
dence of a lack of knowledge on the part of graduates regarding the work of the
Society, the relationship existing between it and the University, and what it has
accomplished in the past; while expressions as to what the Society should do, now
and in the future, exhibit a lack of unanimity that is disconcerting to those who
are attempting to carry on the work of the Society.

Occasionally we hear the criticism that the Graduates’ Society has accom-
plished little in the past and is accomplishing little at the present time. These are
matters on which everybody has a right of opinion, but we believe that before
giving judgment a full knowledge of the facts should be obtained, and concerning
the present, what is being attempted should be recognized.

No comprehensive grasp of these matters can be obtained without reviewing
briefly the history of the University and of the Society. In the first place, we must
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keep in mind that, although we have had our Centenary, McGill is not really an
old university, as it was not until Sir William Dawson was appointed Principal
in 1855 that the University really began to take an important place in the life
of the country and to turn out graduates in any considerable number. Before
that time, those interested in educational matters in the Province of Quebec
had had rather an uphill row to hoe.

Previous to 1801, when the Royal Institution for the Advancement of
Learning was established by an Act of the Legislature, there were no free schools
in the Province, and notwithstanding the passing of the Act, it was not until
1818 that School Trustees were appointed. We are told that the first schools
were one-room buildings of cedar logs; that in 1819 the total expenditure for educa-
tion was £883.10.0.,and that the average salary of a teacher was £18.0.0. per annum.

I mention the Royal Institution for the Advancement of Learning because it
supervised the establishment of McGill and directed the College in its infancy,
for under the Act of 1801 all property and money given for educational purposes
in the Province of Lower Canada were placed under the Institution’s control.

It was at this time, when educational facilities in the Province were so
limited, that McGill came into existence. James McGill’s will was made in 1811.
He bequeathed to the Royal Institution for the Advancement of Learning, in
trust, the sum of £10,000 and his Burnside Estate of 46 acres, on the condition that
“McGill College™ be established within 10years of his death, which occurred in1813.

Montreal, at that time, was a city of from 12,000 to 15,000 inhabitants, the
majority being French. In the year of James McGill's death, only 9 vessels
entered Montreal from the sea, and these had a total carrying capacity of only
1,589 tons.

Under such circumstances, it can readily be seen that if McGill College had
opened its doors immediately after Mr. McGill’s death there would not have been
a great many students. But the work did not commence at once, for there was
much litigation with the heirs, and matters were not finally settled until 1837.
Previous to that date, however, a certain amount of educational work had been
carried on.

It is interesting to note that, during this long period, McGill was extremely
poor. There was great difficulty in meeting the necessary expenses of the lawsuit.
Some of the property was leased on a profit-sharing basis to a farmer, and in this
connection considerable disturbance was caused by the fact that a fence had to
be built to keep the cattle from straying, and there was no money for the purpose.
However, as a result of an appeal to the Board of the Royal Institution, £75.0.0.
was finally granted to pay for the fence.

These facts are mentioned to show that, up to 1837, there was not a great
deal of progress made by McGill, and, as previously mentioned, the same condition
prevailed up to the time of Sir William Dawson’s appointment to the Principalship
in 1855. It is apparent, therefore, that for many years after the foundation of
McGill, the Governors were continually struggling to get enough money to carry
on their work in any manner at all. Nor should we consider, so far as actual turning
out of graduates is concerned, that McGill is as old a university as is popularly
imagined, as up to 1855 the total number was only 180.

However, although McGill has always been poor financially, she has been
fortunate in other ways. She was fortunate in the tolerant outlook of her first
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benefactor, James McGill. He was the son of Scotch Presbyterians, attended
Anglican service in a church lent by the Recollet Brothers, and married a widow——
a Roman Catholic. With such a founder, as might be expected, the early Govern-
ing Body formulated most tolerant rules and regulations. McGill is also fortunate
through being a private university, untrammelled by political influence. She is
fortunate, too, in her location, which causes her to be influenced by, and to draw
her students from, two great races with different cultural developments—and in
the number of citizens who, though not university men, have realised the import-
ance of such a cultural centre in the Province of Quebec, and have given generously
of their wealth for her support.

From such modest beginnings, McGill has now expanded into an Institution
with great influence upon national affairs. She owes her origin to the munificence
of one man. In the early days, her welfare was the concern only of those closely
connected with her. Later, she received the support of certain wealthy citizens
who, as I have just said, though not graduates of the University, realised the
necessity of such an educational Institution. The time has now arrived when the
University can no longer rely entirely upon the generosity of a few benevolent
friends, but must look more and more to her graduates for support, not only
for financial support, but for the upholding of McGill traditions and ideals in the
eyes of the public. Esteem by the public is perhaps the greatest asset that a
university can possess, and if this is of value to the University, it is of still greater
value to the graduates who hold the University’s degrees. When graduates show
that they consider invaluable the training received at McGill—are loyal to McGill
and ever ready to help her—then, whether or not they are in a position to contri-
bute money, they are contributing to one of the University’s most precious assets.
If the graduates do not perform this work for the University, they cannot expect
the public to assume the duty, or, I should say, the privilege, they neglect. The
product of McGill is her graduates. They, mixing in all branches of public life,
can perhaps best appreciate whether or not the product of the University is best
satisfying the demands of the time. Consequently, their constructive criticism
and interest in the University should be of the greatest value in improving the
usefulness of the product.

McGill’s history, therefore, may be divided into three periods:—

1st. When she relied upon the benefactions of one man for support;

2nd. When she relied for support upon the few wealthy friends who contributed liberally

to her maintenance and growth;

3rd. The period, entered upon in 1921, when McGill made her general appeal for support

to her graduates and the public.

The appeal mentioned above was a recognition of the fact that McGill had
grown too large to be cared for by a few individuals; that she had reached a
position of national importance, and that if she was to grow and take care of the
ever-increasing number of students knocking at her doors, she must have the
sympathetic support of her graduates, and through them of the public in general.

The function of the Graduates’ Society is to assist the University in the
manner described above. The Constitution of the Society states:—

The object of the Society shall be to advance the interests and promote the welfare of
-the University and its graduates, and to bind both the graduates and non-graduates more
closely to their Alma Mater and to one another.




These, then, are the objects of the Graduates’ Society. Is the Society attain-
ing them? This is a question which we think should be considered at this time
when the Graduate Body’s attention is drawn to McGill as a result of the publicity
attendant upon preparations for the forthcoming Graduates’ Reunion.

The original McGill University Society was organized between the years
1850 and 1860. In 1876, the Graduates’ Society of McGill University was founded,
and in 1880 was incorporated. Previous to that time, as has been noted, McGill
and the number of her graduates were small, and substantial assistance from the
Graduate Body could not be expected. Conditions in Canada were primitive.
Sir William Dawson, when he made his first visit to Toronto to ask for funds
to carry on his work, relates that he crossed the St. Lawrence in a canoe, and that,
as there was no direct communication by rail between Torontoand Montreal, he had
to travel by way of Albany, Niagara and Hamilton, the journey occupying five days.

In 1876—the year in which the Graduates’ Society was founded—a collection
for a Library Fund was begun, as the Library was in great need of books, and
without an income with which to purchase them. The income from the capital so
collected has been devoted ever since that time to the purchase of books. The
first payment was made to the Library in 1878.

To commemorate the 25th anniversary of Sir William Dawson’s appoint-
ment to the Principalship, a fund was started in 1880 for Sir William, but he,
considering that the needs of the Library were great and that books were the
essential instrument of the educationalist, asked that the income from this sum
be devoted to the purchase of books for the Library. The annual income from
these two sums amounts to a little more than $500, and for years this amount,
derived from the graduates’ contributions and expended in books, has been of
great benefit to the professors and students of McGill.

The Graduates’ Society was instrumental in making available to students
in the University the Stadium, built on land given to the University by Sir William
Macdonald. The building and maintenance of the new Stadium were guaranteed
by a group of graduates, and Capt. Percival Molson, who was killed in action in
France, and was an officer of the Graduates’ Society, left a bequest of $75,000
to the Stadium, which, since that time, has borne his name.

In 1919, the Constitution of the Society was revised, and an attempt was
made to form more Branch Societies in Canada and the United States. As a result
of the T T e
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present, only dates from the year 1919, and as a result of these appointments the
Graduates’ Society, through its representatives, is now brought into close contact
with those controlling the numerous activities of the University.

As the year 1921 was the Centenary of the granting of the Charter to McGill,
a campaign to raise funds was undertaken in 1920, and 2525 graduates contributed
a total of more than one million dollars.

Two years later, it was thought that if some special object were named, for




which the graduates could work, greater interest in the affairs of the Society
would be taken by graduates in general, and with this end in view the Endow-
ment Fund was started.

The original plan was to ask each graduate to give yearly to the Endowment
Fund one dollar for every year that had passed since his graduation, until a maxi-
mum of, say, $25 was reached, although, so far as is known, no larger sums were
ever refused. The plan was subsequently changed, and contributions of any
amount, however small, are now cordially welcomed. The result of efforts to
establish and increase the Endowment Fund has not been entirely successful, as
contributions have been confined to comparatively few (518 in 1931), though
these have given generously year after year. Yearly collections have varied from
$6,000 to $10,000, with a grand total of $59,244 to date. It is to be regretted that
interest in the Fund is not more widespread, for it is of more benefit to the Univer-
sity that one hundred men should give one dollar each than that one man should
give one hundred dollars.

This Fund is administered by a Board of Trustees, seven of whom are
appointed by the Graduates’ Society, and five by the Board of Governors. It
has been agreed up to the present that the principal of the Fund should not be
touched, and that only the income should be expended. Up to this year, no use
had been made of the income, which was considered too small to accomplish
anything worthy of note. This year, however, it was decided to use the income
to establish the McGill Graduates® Lectureship. The plan is that each year a man
of outstanding ability shall be asked to live at McGill for a month, or six weeks,
and deliver a number of lectures, which are to be free to students, professors,
graduates, and all who wish to attend. This is along the lines of the Gifford
Lectures of the Scottish Universities and the Hibbert Lectures of Oxford and
London. Professor W. G. S. Adams, of All Souls’ College, Oxford, delivered the
first course of lectures in March and April, 1931, and arrangements for further
lectures, or for whatever other use of the Fund is considered advisable, will be
announced in due course.

So far as membership is concerned, the Graduates’ Society of McGill Univer-
sity does not compare badly with other universities, notwithstanding the fact
that our graduates are scattered over a huge territory. The last figures that we
had compiled showed that there were—

This cannot be considered a bad record, though constant steps are being taken
to make it better.

Since revision of the Constitution of the Society in 1919, a special effort
has been made to keep the graduates more closely in touch with University matters.
A permanent Executive Secretary has been in charge of the Graduates’ Society’s
affairs, and The McGill News has been published quarterly. The News is really
the best medium by which graduates can get information in regard to University
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matters, and its usefulness will increase as time goes on, for the University authori-
ties are using it more and more as a means of communicating with the Alumni.

For the past few years, a special effort has been made to encourage all members
of the graduating classes to join the Society before Convocation. Membership
fees for the first year and a half are paid out of the caution money, and in this way
the Society has been successful in recruiting a high percentage of new graduates to
its ranks.

This year, with the help of the Federal and the Provincial Governments,
the Society has engaged the services of one person to assist graduates in obtaining
positions. Though, owing to the small amount of funds available, it is obligatory
that this work be carried on in a modest manner, the arrangement furnishes means
of contact between outside employers and our graduates. This work is done
quietly but continually, and the result has been the placing in responsible positions
of a considerable number of graduates. Under to-day’s conditions, it is needless
to point out that those who have received this assistance from the Society have
expressed themselves deeply indebted to us for the efforts made on their behalf,

In concluding this brief summary, it is essential to point out that the activities
of the Society, and the work that it can do, depend largely upon its finances.

The annual subscription for members, including the official publication,

The McGill News, is only three dollars. Where the member is also a member of a
Branch Society, one dollar of this subscription is handed back to the Branch
Society. :
It is at once evident, from the figures given in the foregoing, that the work
of the Society and its various activities must be restricted. If fifty per cent. of our
graduates were members of the Society, much more could be done for the Univer-
sity and for the graduates. Undoubtedly the interest of graduates is stimulated
through the efforts of the Society, and by the information concerning McGill that
is afforded. We have now eighteen active Branches, over 3,000 members, and
living degree holders numbering approximately 10,098. To keep so large a body
in touch with the activities of the University demands a very considerable expendi-
ture. We have about one dollar per graduate with which to carry on the work.

Your Executive, however, feels that we have a great and essential work to
do in maintaining the interest of our Body, and the public in general, in the affairs
of the University. We feel it is the duty of the graduates to give what financial
assistance they can to the University, to extend her good name, to extol her
merits, and to assist in spreading knowledge of the great work the University is
accomplishing. It is one of the functions of the Society to bring home to all
graduates these facts, together with the thought that McGill belongs a little
more to them than to any other Body.

To us particularly, as graduates, accrues the privilege of caring more deeply
and working more effectively than others for the welfare of our Alma Mater.
If we can secure a general recognition and appreciation of this fact, there is no
fear but that McGill, with her fine traditions, will do for our children and our
children’s children, in an ever-increasing degree, that which she has done for us.

(Note:—The historical matter concerning McGill in this article has largely been taken from *“McGill and Its Story—
18211921 by Cyrus Macmillan; John Lane, publishers.)




Past Presidents of the Graduates’ Society
Since 1896

1806—F. G. Finrey, M.D., LL.D.
*1897—Hon. Sir C. P. Davipson, B.A., B.C.L., LL.D.
1808—. "W Coisy, BA., ILD.
*1800—CrarLEs WiLsoN, M.D.
1900—M. C. Baker, D.V .S.
1911—ARcHIBALD MACARTHUR, B.A.
1912—Hon. Mr. Justice E. W. P. Guerin, B.A., D.C.L.
1914—]. L. Toop, B.A., M.D.
O~ C W Conly 5" 1)
1916—]. K. L. Ross, B.Sc.
1917—Hon. MRr. Justice R. A. E. GREENSHIELDs, PA DU L. 1LY
1919—G. C. McDonaLD, B.A.
1920—P. F. Sise, B.Sc.
1922—H. M. Lirtie, M.D.
1924—A. T. Bazin, M.D.
*1026—H. M. Mackay, B.Sc.
1928—G. S. Currig, B.A.
1930—H. M. Jaquavs, M.A., M.Sc.
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January 1lth, 1932.

dear Major:—

I gladly accept your invitation
to speak on the occasion of the Smoking Concert
to be held at the McGill Union on the night of
Thensday, February llth.

With all good wishes,
1 am,

Yours faithfully,

Principal.
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February 3, 1932,

Sir Arthur W. Currie, Ge.CeMeGe, K.CoBoy
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
McGill Universitye.

Deer Sir Arthur:

It was with the greatest pleasure
that I heard from Mr. Mackinnon that you will address
the graduates at the annual graduates' Smoker, whic¢h
the Montreal Branch Society is holding in the MeGill
Union on Thursday, February llth.

We look forward to a very
successful evening, especially as we are inviting
the members of the graduating classes to be our guests
for the evening. This will afford & pleasant means
for them to meet the graduates.

The programme promises to be
very entertaining., You will no doubt have seen the
copy I left with Mrs. lNclurray last week,

Enclosed I am sending you
a complimentary ticket to the Smoker.

Faithfully yours,

Yo I AS

Executive Secretary




February

¥r. Gs By Glassco,
Executive Secretary
The Graduates' Scciety.

Glassco,

Let me thank you for your letter of even

date, and the enclosed tiecket to the Graduates’®

Smoker, an event %o which I am looking forward

with pleasure.

faithfully,




GRADUATES' SMOKER _ FEB. 11, 1932

PROGRAMME

8446 March Selections
McGill University Band

Boxing Bouts
2 Elimination Contests in
University championships

Selections from Red & White Revue
Introduced by We B. RoOss

Song = "College Girl™ = Jim Harvey

Song = "Examination Blues"™ - John Mercer
Piano accompaniment by Morton Weinfield

Address by Bernard K. SandWEII, Bvo' FeReSeCo
Introduced by Mre. C. G. Mackinnon, President
of the Montreal Branch Society.

MeGill Songs
McGill University Band

9.55 . Address by the Principal
Introduced by Mr. C. G. Mackinnon

Te 10.20 Red & White Revue Selection
Monologue by Chick Parish

8e 10,30 = 0 Students' Speeches

} f 9 1040 =~ ° Dr. R Be Bell and McGill Hoc}{ey TBBIJ

10. 10.45 "Hail Alme Mater"
by McGill University Band

Buffet Refreshments in Lounge and
Billierd Rooms on 2nd floor.
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Executi've Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15

- The
Graduates’ Society of McBill Aniversity

Publishers of *“The McGill News "'

October 26, 1932.

Sir Arthur W. Curriey G.CeM«Gey KeCoBoy
Principal and Vice=Chancellor,

MeGill University,

Montreal,

Dear Sir Arthur:

Following yesterday's discussion on our
redio broedcasts which has placed this new undertaking of the
Graduates' Society on such a satisfactory basis, especially since
our policy has your approval, Mr. Pitts and I have proceeded
to establish our program for the next few weeks.

We desire to extend'an invitation to you
to broadcast for us, and we have reserved the period allotted
to us on Armistice Day, Friday, November llth, as being in our
opinion the most suitable date on which = message from you
could be heard. We would like you to use our period on that
night, which runs from 10 to 10.13 p. ms We are leaving the
subject of the broadcast for your own selection.

Will you kindly give this your
consideration and advise us of your decision ?

We also desire your assistance in securing
the Chancellor as one of our speakers, and we are sure that our
request would be best voiced through you. We would like
Mr. Beatty to give us a broadcast of thirteen minutes just
prior to Christmas, on any date from December 19th to 22nd,
and think that a Christmes message would be very appropriate.
However, any message which Mr. Beatty would choose to broadcast
would be acceptable.

So we ask if you will be so kind as to ascertain
whether Mr. Beatty will do this for us, and we can say that if
he expects to be out of town at that time, arrangements can be
completed between CKAC and the Canadian Pacific Railway Telegraph
system that he could broadcaest from wherever he may be at the time.

Looking forward to receiving favourable
responses to these two invitations,

Faithfully‘ygurgp

CZ AT % a0 -

Executive Secretary

—




Oetober Z26th, 193

Ce Bs Glassoo, Fsq.,

Execntive Seeretary,
The MeGill Craduates® Society

Dear Mr. Classco,
I have your letter of to-day's date.

Immediately after our luncheon party yester-
day, I returned to the University and discussed the
matter with Colonel Bovey. I want to free your mind
at onee of any idea that Colonel Bovey thinks the McGill
hour may interfere with his Deparitment of Extra-Mural
Rela tions. I found him only too willing %o help are
range a series of talks by MeGill professors. The se
would be of an educational nature, which I think the
publie would avveyt from a MeGill professor.

The introduetion eould serve itwo purposes.
The @ nouncer, on & night when & HeGill professor
le etures, might say something like this:

#This is the MeCGill hour, arranged by
the MeCGill Graduates® Society of
Montreal., The lecturer this evening
is Professor (so-and-so), spesking
courtesy of the Department of Extra
Mural Relations."

I am gquite sure we can arrange for some ten or twelve
worth while lectures by members of the staff.

I see no reason vhy I should not fall in
with your suggestion to pay something at ten o'clock on
thg evening of November eleventh. I shall mention the
matter to Mr. Beatty alsm and hope to secure his co=
ope ration, although I think I may as well warn you at
once that Mr, Beatty is not likely to fall in line with
the suggestion. He getes out of doing this sort of thing
a8 much as he possibly can.

Ever yours faithfully,

Prineipal.
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Graduates” Soriety of Mc@ill Wuinersity

McGill University, Montreal
December 15th, 1932

VOTING PAPER ON
AMENDMENTS TO THE CONSTITUTION

The Executive Committee of the Graduates’ Society has decided to

request the members of the Society to vote on proposed amendments
to the constitution.

1. The Executive Committee recommends that an officer of the Montreal Branch Society,
either the President or his nominee, should be an officer of the Council of the Graduates’
Society, and a member of the Executive Committee, in order that the Montreal Branch
Society might co-operate more closely with the Executive Committee and officers of
the Parent Society. Also, in order to form a closer link between the students at the
University and the Graduates' Society, the Executive Committee recommends that the
Constitution be amended so that the President of the Students’ Executive Council will
become “ipso facto™ a member of the Executive Committee of the Graduates' Society,
whether he is already a graduate or not. Consequently it is proposed that Article V
entitled “Committees’” should be altered. In its present form it reads as follows:—

Section 1: (ist paragraph)

“There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the officers of the Society, the immediate
past president and four other members, two of whom shall be elected each year for two years. Five members
shall constitute a quorum for the transaction of business.”

It is proposed that this paragraph should be changed to read as follows:—

“There shall be an Executive Committee consisting of the officers of the Society, the immediate
past president and four other members, two of whom shall be elected each year for two years. The Presi-
dent of the Montreal Branch Society or any other officer of the Montreal Branch Society who is appointed
to act for him shall be a member of the Executive Committee. The President of the Students’ Executive
Council shall be a member of the Execuive Committee whether he is already a graduate or not, and mem-
bership in the Society in his case is not necessary. Five members shall constitute a quorum for the trans-

action of business.”




DO YOU favour the change in regard to the President of the Students’ Executive
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ARESYOU oppeosed tothe proposed eagivel . o i 0 m o ede e
2. The Executive Committee recommends that the Constitution in regard to the formation

It

of the Graduate Council, and particularly to the membesrhip in it of class secretaries,
should be changed. At the present time class secretaries once appointed by their classes,
remain officers of the Council whether they are members of the Society or not, or whether
they perform their duties as class secreatry or not; and there is no provision whereby
the Society can replace them as officers on the Council when they have rendered them-
selves ineligible to, or do not perform the duties assigned to the office. Consequently
it is proposed to redraft Article IV, Section 1, “"The Graduate Council,” which in its present

form reads as follows:—

Section 1:

“There shall be a Graduate Council composed of the five latest ex-presidents of the Society; ten
members elected at large by the Society; one representative from each graduate class, which has not more
than three hundred members, and two from each such class of more than 300, and one or two, as the case
may be, from each local organization of graduates, which is given representation by the Executive Committee.
Of the class representatives the Class Secretary shall be one.

The ten members at large shall be elected for terms of two years, five being elected each year.

Representatives of classes shall be elected for a term not exceeding five years, and representatives
of local associations for one year.

The officers of the Society (as named in Article I111) shall be members of the Council, and shall be
its officers as well. The other members of the Executive Committee shall also be members of the Council.

The Councill may enact, amend and repeal the By-Laws of the Society, provided that such enact-
ment, amendment or repeal be sanctioned by two-thirds of the members present at a meeting duly called

for that purpose.”

is proposed that this should be redrafted to read as follows:—

Section 1:

“There shall be a Graduate Council composed of the five latest ex-presidents of the Society; ten
members elected at large by the Society; and the president of each graduating class if they are members of
the Graduates' Society; and one or two, as the case may be, from each local organization of graduates,
which is given representation by the Executive Committee.

The Executive Committee of the Society may appoint a member of the Society to act as the repre-
sentative of the Society in any class whose president does not appear to function, and these will be termed
“class councillors.” The class president shall thereupon cease to be a member of the Council.

The ten members at large shall be elected for terms of two years, five being elected each year.

The officers of the Society (as named in Article I1I) shall be members of the Council, and shall be

its officers as well. Other members of the Executive Committee shall also be members of the Council.




The Council may enact, amend and repeal the By-Laws of the Society, provided that such enact-
ment, amendment or repeal be sanctioned by two-thirds of the members present at a meeting duly called

for that purpose.”

In order to conform to this amendment, the clause must be changed in Article X, Section 5
relating to the use of “Class Secretaries” as members of the collecting committee for
the Endowment Fund. This clause must correspondingly be changed to read —

Article X, Section 5.

“The collection of the Fund shall be in charge of a Fund Committee consisting of all class

representatives on the Council (as defined in Article IV, Section 1),............ = el

ARE YOU opposed 0 the propiebd tlanme? oo o B i i s

3. In order that the President of the Montreal Branch Society may be a member of the
Council of the Society, as well as of the Executive Committee, as proposed in part 1
above, it is recommended that Section 2 of Article IV ""The Graduate Council" be changed.

At the present time this section reads as follows:—

Section 2:

“Whenever the Executive Committee shall so approve, any local organization, having its head-
quarters not less than twenty-five miles from the City of Montreal, certifying to an enrolment which includes
between fifteen and one hundred members of this Society, shall be allowed one representative in the Council

and two if the number of members of this Society exceeds that figure.”

It is proposed that Section 2 should be changed to read as follows:—

Section 2:

“Whenever the Executive Committee shall so approve, any loacal organization certifying to an en-
rollment which includes between fifteen and one hundred members of this Society, shall be allowed one

representative in the Council and two if the number of members in this Society exceeds that figure.”

THIS BALLOT MUST BE SIGNED TO BE COUNTED
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Please return this ballot before January 31st, 1933, to

THE GRADUATES’ SOCIETY
McGILL UNIVERSITY

MONTREAL




Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15

The

Montreal Branch of the Graduates’ Sotiety

R




'Y

evening,

o
.y

sd

-1




Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15

The

Gravuates’ Society of McBill Anibergity

Publishers of ** The McGill News "’

1933

SiI‘ "1'4"1111“ Au'o u uI’lC, Goun.*r’\c, I’.C.Iﬁ.’
Principal and Viece-Chancellor,
MceGill Universitye

r Arthurs

It is the intention to bring the
Graduates' Society Broadcast Program to & close
for the present session, with a final broadcast on
Friday evening March 31st, at 1030, Ve w uld like
to close the program with a broadcast address by
yourself, if you would be so kind as to favor us
again in this way. We have es pecially in mind that
a summing-up of the vulue of these broadcasts in
giving information concerning the University and
its work, to the general public and to our graduates
and past students, would be very appropriate.

Hoping that you will kindly favor us
if you possibly can, and with appreciation of the
assistance we have already had from you in putting
this program before the publice

Yours faithfully,

///u

Executive Secretarye
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August 3, 1933

Mrse McMurray:

Mr., Fetherstonhaugh has seen this, and will make a note of it
in the next issue of "The News".

y/Z
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October 13, 1933

Sir Arthur Currie, GeC.M.Ges;,KeCeBo,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,

MeGill Universitye.

Dear Sir Arthur:

The MeGill Society of Toronto
dinner every year on the Saturday evening of th
Toronto game in Toronto, and they have completed
ments to continue this custom again this year.

They are aware that you are engaged that
evening to speak at the dinner being arranged by the

71 and they would like
you to come and
graduates, who

University Veteran's Les

to know if it would be at
spend part of your evening witl
will be holding their dinner in the Royal York Hotel. It
is likely that the University Veteran's I

also be held in the same hotel.

A letter which I have had from
Mre. E, Go McCracken, asked me to let him know
expect to see you.

Yours sincerely,

2 d ‘(( 4

Executive Secretary

{
g i
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I have your letter

On some oeccasion during the season and

-

touch with you in plent

Mr. Cordon Pitts,

President, Montreal Braneh,

The Graduates' Soeciety




October 14,

Glassco,

I have your note of yesterda
reference to the stag dinmner to be held by

graduates in Toronto November 1llth. Of course,

t is at all possible, I shall take some opportuni
ring the evening of going in, to meet the group;

-

anu
and you may tell them so.

1 d 3

I was not aware that it was "an
affair” because I have been in
one occasion, when the McCGill Varsity Game
and while I have attenfied some dédnners held
evening, I am almost ecertain that the
was there we had a bit of a luncheon,
some twelve or fourteen people were

No doubt when I go to Toronto I
shall see some of our people and arrange to do the
best I can.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal

GsBeGlassco, Esq.
The Graduates' Society

Toronto on more than

b2
o
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The

Montreal BWranch of the Graduates’ Socicty

Sir Arthur Currie, GeColleGe ,i“:oC eBe ?
Principal and Viece-Chancellor,
MeGill University.

Dear Sir Arthur:

We understand that, due to your
absence from Montreal, it will be impossible for
you to speek on Remembrance Day over the Graduates?
Society broadcast. This is a matter of deep regret
to the Society as your address last year was an
outstanding feature of our program,

These Radiologues, as you know,
are scheduled for Monday and Fridey evenings, and
while we would not suggest any particular date for
you to speak, we will arrange for you to address
the graduates and friends of MeGill, on any Monday
or Friday which suits your convenience.

Trusting that you may find an
opportunity to do the Society this honour,

I am,

Respectfg%}y yours,

7

GMeLP/M ' Preside’®
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McGill University, Montreal

October 21, 1933.

Dear Sir Arthur:

Mr. Walter Molson has told me you have
very kindly consented to ask Lt-Col. Herbert Molson to give
our radio-logue on the evening of Armistice Daye.

Mr. Pitts, as chairman of the comnit-
tee in charge of our broadcasting, is delighted at the
prospect of having Colonel Molson speak for us, and he
wishes me to thank you on their behalf for your assistance
in securing him. As an old soldier, Colonel Molson would
be a most appropriate graduate to give the address at that
distinctive time.

The subject would be left entirely to
Colonel Molson's own choosing. There will be twelve full
minutes time allotted to him, which usually means from
1200 to 1500 words. The station is C.K.A.C., 6th. floor
Bank of Commerce Bldg., Metcalfe and St. Catherine Sts.;
end the time 10.30 p.m. Friday, November 10th., We will
arrange to call for Colonel Molson should he give his as-
sent, and accept the invitation.

Faithfully yours,

-

o 7
o

PP \

- _,,,’v”/v /.._,\— |

GBG/E Executive Secretary.

General Sir Arthur W. Currie, GeC.M.G.,K.C.B.,
Principal and Vice-Chancellor,
MeGill Universitye.




aference

e

Herbert

Colonel Melson on

" ard w o
mt, sayin

t0 conse

mn

MI‘ . .:‘Y‘}.Gla 88C0O 8

Executive Seeretary,

The Graduates'

.‘ﬁ‘t‘_
(=14

Society

to

1rd

saw

4 ™
143 11’

fver yours fa

hinm

October
| Q " ”
" 3 v W

s
arn

deci

ithfully,







hem \; T cuy e S‘D’L{A ol YOS A wn e Yosi]
(J wnc{\_d_.,“% \o Wha 1 { J,,_Lﬁ '\’//’3
\:) &M‘T&D}S e &mls/ usfa/\ct—rw,., u—bj Lty cJun ww D
: « :
( ﬁ

&i;:[), b [Y;lu,, ) LQ,[[&J) lﬁ\gu.%)()\ Yo [Ltﬁ’f‘,pbl,

N ‘f\.y.‘!&m VO D L LLLL‘LJ_L \0 LD\JL ’
i ;3 E ) U Ne,

™ g 'o ﬁmﬂ/%xﬂ. i ol e  coneamelanceo
M J

o O




Par Sonal :301"8"11)02: 12)' 13;.73.
10

e -

Deax Mr, FTetherstonhaugh,

I have your letter of the
to the office this moraing.

I am mire your deeision in the matter of Mr.
John Close’s letter, is the wise one under the
gircamstances,

Thank you ever so much for your nice tribute
to the Prineipal at the conclusion of your radio
address on MeGill, I shall keep it for himy, and I
know he will be pleased.

I now have a copy of what Sir Andrew Macphail
sald about the Principal last week and I am sending
you thiss I know all the pros and cons, but I really
think, if you consider the rineipal's point of view,
it would mean more %o him to have the part of Sir
Andrew's address that rofors to him printed than 1t
would even to have his own Armistice message carried
in the nows, = 2 nean, nodbody in the world now doudts
Sir Arthur's military genuls, nor the affection and
respect in which all ex-soldiers hold him. But %o
me, and I feel I am only one,; 8ir Andrew's words
about his years at McGill are the most absolutely
Just and right summing up of his character that could
be made, I bdelieve a great many people would agree
with thie estimmte of the man who is, ap you have
put i%, “our beloved Prinecipal”.

Ploape don't show this letter to the editorial
board. It's just personal, the way I feels You will know
shat is best to do better than I ean.

Yours faithfully,

Principal's Secrestarys
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October 9, 1929,

Dr. Salton MeGibbon,
401 Tegler Bldg.,
Edmonton, Alta,.

Dear Sir:

As Secretary of the Editorial Board of the MéGill
News I beg to thank you for your letter of September 30th drawing our
attention to the article entitled "Culture in the Wild and Wooly."

You asked for the address of the author, who is
Mr., Archibald Key, Editor of the Drumheller Mail, Drumheller, Alberta.

Obvicusly Mr. Key being a dweller in your midst,

has some authority for his views, and in any case the columns of the
News are meant to serve the purpose of allowing views of worth while
topics to be presented to MeGill graduates.

If you would care to write us an article setting
forth another view=point on this subject, we would be pleased to submit
it to the Editor with a view to his accepting it for publication,
Trusting you will 8ive this your earnest consideration,

Faithfully Yours,

Executive Secretary,




1lth Deconver, 1928.

Dr. 2. M. L9y,
. 7 j* N b —— L
E&. Gidnal Research vouneild,

178, Queen Sitresct, OTTAWA., Ont.
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The
Gradwates” Soriety of Me@ill Hniversity

PUBLISHERS OF THE

McGiLL UNIVERSITY, MONTREAL
"THE McGILL NEWwWS’

PHONE MARQUETTE 9181

Sir Arthur Currie,
MeGlll University,

Montreal.

Dear Sir Arthur:

you herewith fifty
and New Roads of MeGill"
which we hope you will & pt with the compliments of the

Graduates'

reprints should be desired, for distribution on a g

scale, we have secured an estimated cost as follows:
For the first three thousand . ;
HExtra thousands, pe housand

Of course approximately four thousand
of the graduates have algeady been afforded an opportunity of
reading this article through the distribution of the March issue
of the "McGill News™,

We have asked the publishers to hold the
for a few days longer, so that it will be avallable should
reprints be desired,

Faithfully yours,

Executive Secretary.




The Old and New Roads of McGill

An Address 1o the Montreal Branch of the Graduates’ Society

By Sir ARTHUR CURRIE

Mr. Chairman and Gentlemen:

I thank you for the kindness you have shown me in
inviting. me to this function tonight and for the honour
of the opportunity of saying a few words to you. Yet I
am, in a way, a graduate of McGill, for I have not for-
gotten the great distinction given me shortly after the
War when I received an Honorary Degree from our com-
mon Alma Mater. To be admitted into the fellowship
of a University having the prestige and reputation of
McGill is indeed an honour and is universally regarded as
such. But it is a greater honour to occupy the position
which I have held during the past ten vears. During
that time I have been conscious of many shortcomings,
but whatever they have been they have not come about
because of any indifference to the responsibilities of the
position.

During that period much progress has been made and
if the rate of progress has not been as rapid as in other
places, or if it has not been as marked as all of us should
have liked to see, its slowness or its weakness has not
arisen because needs were ignored, or weaknesses un-
recognized. Efficiency in a University as in most other
institutions can be purchased. I know there are weak
places in McGill's organization which should and must
be strengthened. There exists in many departments a
lack of facilities which should and must be provided.
There are gaps which should and must be filled if our
Alma Mater is to continue to occupy that place and to
wicld that influence in our national life which it is our
duty, as it is our pride, to see maintained.

But there is one thing more necessary than any other,
on¢ thing without which little progress or success can
be achicved—and that is, an objective. The world will
always stand aside for the man who knows where he is
going. It is also said that the man who travels a straight
road will never lose his way. The same can be said of
an institution. We must know what we are aiming at,
where we are going, and if that road is straight.

To speak intelligently of that road, we must return to
its beginning. It was conceived in the mind of a pioneer
merchant of Montreal,—and merchants of Montreal
have repaired and extended it ever since until now it is a
tradition, a pride and a responsibility with them to see
to it that the road is in a position to bear every load such
a road should bear.

At the time, nearly a century and a quarter ago, when
James McGill realized the necessity of founding anational
university, there was widespread depression, there were

sectional jealousies, there were grave national prob-
lems and disturbances, there was need of leadership, need
of educated men, men of resource and initiative. to tackle
the problems and overcome the difficulties which had to
be conquered if Canada, with its open spaces, its widely-
scattered parts, its varied interests, was to be made a
prosperous and contented country for the different races,
creeds and tongues which go to make up the Canadian
people. And so, with the vision and the common sense
so often characteristic of his race, he made provision for
the founding of a University dedicated to that higher
education so vital in the building of a nation.

Many men of diverse minds have spoken and written
much on the ideals of the true University, but in the last
analysis their meaning is the same. “If then,”’ says

Newman, “‘a practical end must be assigned to a uni-

versity, | say it is that of training good members of
society. Its art is the art of social life, and its end is
fitness for the world. It neither confines its view to
particular professions on the one hand, nor creates heroes
nor inspires genius on the other. But a university train-
ing is a great, ordinary means to a great, but ordinary
end; it aims at raising the intellectual tone of society,
at cultivating the public mind, at purifying the national
taste, at applying true principles to popular enthusiasm,
and fixed aim to popular aspiration; at giving enlarge-
ment and sobriety to the ideas of the age, at facilitating
the exercise of political power, and refining the inter-
course of private life. It teaches the student to see things
as they are, to go right to the point and to discard what
is irrelevant. Tt prepares him to fill any post with credit
and to master any subject with facilicy.”

In our own day, William James, that philosopher
of noble mind and sweet and human heart, asked, “‘Of
what use is college training?’’ And he answered his own
question by saying, “The best claim that-a college
education can possibly make on your respect, the best
thing it can aspire to accomplish is this—that it should
help yom to know a good man when you see him."’

There is a much shorter definition of the aim of college
education which I like very much, and it is this—'‘Col-
lede education should teach a man to stand alone.”

I recite these things, because I think we must never
forget them. Do we bring to bear upon the young and
plastic minds of our students such forces and such in-
fluences as will guide and strengthen them and give them
courage in the great world outside the college? Do we
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give them a compass that will enable them to sail suc-
cessfully the uncharted seas of existence? Are we helping
them, not only to make a livelihood, but to make a life
as well? To acquire commercial success, and also to be
good citizens? With what inner capacity for happiness
do we provide them, so that they may be alone—and
yet not lonely; that they may suffer,—and still smile:
that they may be ‘‘baffled, only to fight the better’
and that they may still have, as Barrie has said, ‘‘the
roses in the December of their lives.”

To accomplish this is no easy task. No institutions
have come under such a scathing fire of criticism as
colleges and universities. Some of this criticism may be—
and probably is—justified, but much of it is grossly
unfair. The public too often forget that after all the
University is their own institution and that their co-
operation is necessary to its success. McGill has not
escaped some of this criticism; but I think the criticism
is many times offset by the substantial progress made.

First, let me say that much criticism arises from a very
positive lack of appreciation of the run-down condition
of the University ten years ago. For the four years
previous to that date Canada was at war—and McGill
too was Professors and students deserted her
halls to fight a battle on foreign fields for the preserva-
tion and perpetuation of those ideals and standards more
readily understood and appreciated by them because of
their training here at McGill. Alas, some professors and
students did not return. But in the sacrifices they made
they added greatly to McGill's imperishable fame.
Those left behind gave their best to keep the flag flying
at home, but staffs were depleted, libraries were over-
crowded, laboratory facilities were not kept up to date,
and McGillwas sadly ill-prepared and ill-equipped to do
justice to the greatly increased number of students who
sought admission in the years which followed the war.

at war.

A campaign for funds took place, with a most gener-
ous response, but let us face the truth; only about half
of what was really necessary was raised. Some thought
that McGill's needs were satisfied for years to come, but
it soon became apparent such was not the case. The
building programme planned as necessary had to be very
definitely curtailed. The Pathological Building and the
Biological Laboratories be-
cause their erection had been very definitely promised to
the Rockefeller Foundation. The Library was extended.
And here, I admit, we made a mistake. I was totd that
the addition would provide all necessary accommodation
for fifteen or twenty years.

had to be gone on with,

It was full in five. Then the
rush of students to Arts and Commerce so taxed the ac-
commodation in the Old Building that additional space
had to be provided. Furthermore, the Old Building was
unsanitary, most inconvenient, so criminally dangerous
as a fire trap that a single inspection by a committee
of the Board of Governors condemned it,

and it was

rebuilt. The cost of the buildings and extension enumer-
ated, with the necessary endowment for maintenance,
used up half the fund subscribed in 1920.

If the other buildings planned in 1920 were deemed
necessary then, they are much more necessary now; and
the lack of them in the intervening years has crippled
our usefulness and made it mcrc‘mng y hard for us to re- -
tain a position of leadership. Let us give but one ex-
ample. I have heard our Department of Applied Science
compared with the MassachusettsInstitute of Technology
in terms scathingly critical of our School. I have heard
it said that not only were we lagging behind, but that
we now occupied a “‘distinctly inferior position.”’

Now I do not object to criticism, nor does the En-
gineering School; but such criticism and such comparison
is unfair and unjust.

Let me briefly outline the departments in each
stitution, with the number of teachers.

Massachuserts

Institute of ~ McGill

Technology
Aeronauticak enginecting . s B ; Ty o
Chemical Engincering (as distinct from

GRemmsterAter ke ouarneiie o okt 54 I
Civil and Sanitary Engineering and buru\

IR e s R A B e e B 20 9
Blectoical Bagnedring i 8e T o SN 55 6
Fuclidnd:Gas Enptoeseioy . (e Do s ol 5 1
Mechagical Engineerings, i lies 5050 62 5
Mintngand; Metallnegy -0 ts  JEnioiasn . it 13 11

Torar
Peofesrorials Vo b lomn G s il s S T 110 24
JEIIOn LR tics {0 e S S R e 114 1T
Ruulrch ...................... 5T 5

(* of whom 4 are in Mining and I\A&_tl“ulg
Stidents.? mgs o NG aR SRR T 3,075 646

BRI e e R R 2,260 329

Comparison between these institutions leads nowhere
and is largely futile. Let me call your attention to the
fact that in Mechanical Engineering alone the Massa-
chusetts Institute has 27 teachers of professorial rank
and 28 juniors and 17 special lecturers, or far more than
our entire .engineering staff. Their investments in
build 1ings and equipment, and their endowment devoted
to engineering and allied branches are equal to the entire
investments of McGill University. They surpass us in
their post- -graduate work, because they have many,
many scholarships available: we have only a few. But
they are not a single whit better in preparing under-
graduates in those departments where we both operate,
nor do their graduates hold higher or more responsible
positions than ours, nor is the average salary earned by
their graduates higher than that earned by ours.

Formerly, McGill’s School of Engineering drew many
students from every province in Canada. It still does;
but we must not forget that in the last fifteen years
British Columbia, Alberta and Saskatchewan have

founded engineering schools of their own and that
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fees at McGill and the cost of living in Montreal are
both higher than in other places.

Fees in Saskatchewan are $ 6o
Albettay ... 75
Maaitoba. . ... ... A (. o)
New Brunswick i 120
Queea’s. 7. 5 : 5 13C
British Columbia 8 b, T 150
ROTOBEA It o 2l ol o o150
(4 P G € Lot i : S e 205

The fact that under these circumstances McGill draws a
much larger proportion of its students from other prov-
inces, from other parts of the Empire and from foreign
countries than any other Canadian engineering school
speaks for itself.

Nothing that I have said is to be taken as indicating
that we are at a standstill or that we are indifferent to
progress. In his last report, the Dean, after outlining the
increased facilities provided in the last five years, makes
this highly enlightening statement: ‘‘Although the
expenditure was not large, it has resulted in a marked
strengthening of the undergraduate work and con-
stitutes by far the most important advance in the material
resources of the Faculty in thirty years.”” Let me say once
more that efficiency is purchasable, and if our Engineering
School had greater facilities, more scholarships, and
ways and means to add to its staff, there is much that
we could do.

I have deviated from my main theme to deal with one
specific criticism. Now let me return.

The increases in salaries promised and the ad-
ditional professors necessary because of increased en-
rollment involved an endowment greater than the other
half of the subscription, and McGill was soon in debt
again.

Let me pause here to remark that the debt was not
due to either waste or extravagance, the adding of un-
necessary buildings, or the creation of new or unneces-
sary departments.

The other new buildings erected or purchased were:-

() An Electrical Building, the greater part of the
cost of which was supplied by Montreal Light, Heat and
Power Co., Shawinigan Company, Bell Telephone Co.
and Northern Electric Company. That building did
away with the old workshops which were extravagant
and unnecessary, since the students now receiveworkshop
training in practical work with the industrial companies
in the vacation time. The building of the new electrical
wing, one of the most economically-constructed build-
ings on our property, made available much needed space
in the Chemistry and Engineering building.

(6) The Industrial and Cellulose Chemistry Building
constructed by the Pulp and Paper Association. To this
venture the University made a substantial contribu-
tion and established the E. B. Eddy Chair of Cellulose

Chemistry. This association of University and industry
led the way and set an example which others have has-
tened to emulate. I attach the greatest importance to
this experiment, so much so that nothing must stand in
the way of its being-a success. It would be well worth
your while to visit the Institute on University Street.
There you will find the laboratories of the workers in
pure science, and the men seeking the fundamental
truths. Research in the fundamentals precedes and
underlies applied research; and it must ever be so. Funda-
mental Research is the University’s job, but this does
not mean that the University or the University workers
must remain indifferent to the actual problems of indus-
try. So, in that Pulp and Paper Institute building, you
find also the technical workers, the men who are apply-
ing the truths of science to the problems of the industry.
These workers are not hermits, each imprisoned in his
narrow cell. They co-operate; they discuss their work;
they let each other know what they are doing, and what
difficulties are encountered. They bring to bear directly
on the problems of the pulp and paper industry the
truths of science and they test their conclusions in the
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small but complete mill on the lower floor. I think it is
not only a splendid experiment, but an example of sensible
co-operation, and I look forward to an extension of
McGill's willingness to co-operate with industry.

(¢) The New Animal House, costing more than
$4c,000 and entirely paid for by Dean Martin and some
friends whom he interested in this necessity.

(4) The Field House
the Stadium

a charge on the revenue from

(¢) The Dentistry Wing at the General Hospital,
in the cost of which the hospital shared tc the extent of

$10,0c0.

(f) The Faculty Club on University Street, the cost
of which was largely borne by an anonymous friend.
I might add parenthetically that not many University
professors can nowadays afford to be members of other
clubs.

(g) Certain other houses on University Street, all of
which pay 69, interest on the investment. It is our
policy to purchase additional property when we can get it
at a price which enables the rent to pay fixed charges
and 6%, on the invested capital.

(h) The Principal’'s house on McTavish Street,
bought very, very cheaply. And, let me add, the furni-
ture was not supplied by the University, as gossipers,

maliciously ignorant, so often contend.

At the time of our last campaign, high hopes were
entertained that we might be able to supply:

(4) A Mining and Geology Building. We must do
so at an early date. We should have had such a building
long ago, and we would have had it if it had not been
necessary to re-build the Arts Building. But it must be
remembered that more than half of the students now in
attendance at McGill in Montreal receive the greater part
of their instruction in the Arts Building. I think I can
safely add that the first building the Governors intend to
authorize is the Mining and Geology Building. Plans
once prepared are now being revised.

(6) A Gymnasium. We have the unenviable reputa-
tion of being the only University in Canada without
gymnasium facilities. The reason for its non-existence
is that we have not sufficient funds,—at least, the Gov-
ernors feel that the necessary withdrawal from endow-
ment funds to supply a gymnasium would be unwise at
the present time. I would like to comment further re-
garding the gymnasium. I think that the only time I
have had the honour of meeting the graduates since our
reunion in 1921 nearly ten years ago was to discuss the
site of the gymnasium. I wish we had never held that
meeting. As things turned out, it was unnecessary, and
no good came of it. Let me now frankly state that in the
light of subsequent events (which I shall not pause now
to elucidate) there will no longer be any opposition to
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the erection of the Gymnasium on Pine Avenue. Sher-
brooke Street will be widened; and University property
there is likely to be disposed of and the facilities now
supplied in those buildings arranged for elsewhere.
And now I come to the question of dormitories.
Many of you, I know, are keenly interested in this
question and McGill has been much criticized because
we have not large dormitory accommodation. I re-
member a very prominent graduate and friend of mine
telling me that the governors had no right to spend a
single dollar of the funds provided in the last campaign
until dormitories were Supplic& and a prominent Mont-
realer intimated that he would attach a condition to his
next subscription that it be used for such a purpose
only. We are all keenly interested in dormitories; but,
naturally, we have different views. There are through-
out the University from 800 to 1,000 students who might
dormitories. The fraternity system is well
established, and many students live in these houses.

live 1in

The Royal Victoria College is being extended; and some
students will always live at home. The cost of erecting
these dormitories would be great, especially if they are
to be comfortable and commodious internally and of a
style of architecture consistent with the landscape ex-
ternally. The question we must ask ourselves is, “‘In
view of the great necessities of the University, would the
educational returns be commensurate with the cost, and
should other needs remain unsatisfied until dormitories
are provided?”” We cannot do everything, we can only
use our best judgment, in this matter as in everything
else. I admit the value of dormitories, especially to
universities and colleges in small towns; and I admit
also that colleges and universities so situated and so
favoured often disclose a greater college spirit than
similar institutions without dormitories located in
larger cities. But—just what is that spirit? Is it insular
or is it national? Is it genuine or is it frothy? I am not
prepared to admit that the academic standards in such
colleges are higher, or even as high as in some other
institutions.

[ have seen many dormitories which were cheerless,
dismal places. Each room had its two beds, its table,
its two chairs, its cupboard, its rude bookcases, its
bannerettes. There was no library—a fatal mistake. I
have never known a case where there were not complaints
about meals. All cheap meals prepared in large quanti-
ties usually invite criticism. Who would wish to live
long in a cheap hotel? And that is what the usual college
dormitory really is. Are the minds and manners of
students to be greatly improved by herding them to-
gether in the average dormitory? My friend who refused
to contribute to anything except dormitories contends
that the morals of the students would be improved,
at least'conserved, by such a life. I doubt that; and the
experiences of colleges will confirm the grounds for my
doubts. Many dormitories are relics of monasticism',
and resemble military barracks.
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Friends of the dormitory system nearly always point
to Oxford and Cambridge, where callege life is the
feature. But college life at Oxford or Cambridge is a
totally different thing to dormitory life in any Uni-
versity on this continent or to any dormitory life that
we could establish at McGill. Let us admit, if you like,
that Oxford and Cambridge have something which
universities here have not—but we cannot provide that
merely by the erection of the type of
residence possible here. McGill is not made up of resi-
dential colleges, and never can be. American colleges

something

thought residential life would give to them what
Oxford and Cambridge had. After thirty years' experi-
ence they admit they were wrong. President Lowell of
Harvard condemns the ordinary university dormitory
and is trying to substitute the Oxford college.

No, gentlemen, the peculiar charm of Oxford is not
due to her dormitories but to her storied past; to the
memories of her famous men; to her chapels; her colleges,
each with its own individuality, where professors, tutors
and students live together in high company; to the
thoroughly scholarly traditions of the leading colleges;
and, not the least, to the work done in the famous public
schools of England before ever the students went up to
Oxford. You cannot create a university out of bricks
and mortar and ivied walls and lawns and playing fields.
No merely mechanical re-arrangement of the student
body will create a single new idea or a single new senti-
ment in the spiritual life of the institution.

Nevertheless, it 1s the firm intention of the Board of
Governors to begin, as soon as possible, the provision of
dormitories. Just where, is a question. The majority
of you will think of Macdonald Park at once. But why
not on Pine Avenue, or University Street? The space in
Macdonald Park is not unlimited, and if all dormitories
are erected there, what becomes of playing fields, the
need of which is very urgent? Some have advocated a
high dormitory building, but I shudder when I think
of such a building—more than ever does the idea of the
cheap hotel come to my mind.

I have dwelt rather lengthily on this question of
dormitories, because it is one not lightly to be disposed
of, and because so many appear to judge our University
not by what it has in the way of facilities or by what it
has aécomplishcd or is accomplishing now, but by what
it has not and by what has been left undone.

There are other material things the lack of which dis-
appoints our friends. We are told we should have a
Convocation Hall, another building for our Department
of Music, a larger Physics Building, an enlarged stadium,
more playing fields, more laboratory facilities, more
accommodation for the Departments of Dentistry, Law
and Architecture, and greater museum space.

I admit all this, and the bare enumeration of these
things will give some indication of the worries of your
Principal. But there are other things which worry him
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more. I am even prepared to place these different neces-
sities in the order in which I think they should be sup-
plied, but there are other things which I think come
first.

Great as material needs may be, the need of men ranks
first and chiefest. We may have clear in our minds the
mission and purpose of a University, we may appreciate
the conveniences it should have, we may have our own
special enthusiasms and aspirations, but the thing that
most gives a university character, reputation, respect,
tradition, value and meric is the character of the men
and women on the staff. Every university is bound to
have mediocrities; like the poor, they are always with us.
But how can university training hope to raise the intel-
lectual tone of a community, how can it purify the
national taste, how can it cultivate the public mind, how
can it train good citizens, unless the training received in
a university is imparted by men who themselves are
examples of what good citizens should be, men who can
not only teach but who can do; men who can inspire
and stimulate and develop the minds of the students who
enter their class rooms, men, strong and true, whose
company is sought, whose counsel is sound, men who
are wise and tolerant and just, men who know that no
theory, however fascinating, is of any value if the student
must immediately forget it when he enters the world of
actualities and facts, men who can appreciate the needs of
their fellow men and their country and who can play, and

H. M. JAQUAYS

President, Montreal Branch of the Graduates’ Societys
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are willing to play, an honest man’s part in alleviating
these needs? The need of such men in any country is
always great, and particularly so in our young country
with its wonderful resources and potentialities, with its
‘manifold and complex problems and its marvellous
possibilities.

The greatest need of our country today is for first-
class University professors who are capable of clear,
unselfish thinking, honest leadership, good example; who
are good teachers and have respect for scholarship and the
arts; who hold a proper balance between the material
and the ideal, and who have the scientific mind and
training without which the fullest possible development
of our resources will be greatly retarded. It is our aim
and our duty to have a staff of such men.

And now I must stop. I have taken up more of your
time than [ should have, but there is so much to say.
Perhaps you will give me another opportunity.

Let me conclude by giving you the assurance that
McGill is devoting her energy and her thought to the
bettering of the students committed to her care, to
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serving the community in which she is situated and to
building up the nation of which she forms a part. In
this complex world of ours, with its gigantic tasks and life
too short for their completion, there is urgent need
for the capacity to turn with vigour and effectiveness
to any labour, however unexpected, and to any problem,
however novel, which the chances of time may present.

We are trying at McGill to prepare our young men to

meet and to conquer all the chances and changes of time,
and to equip them for that role. We want them to leave
us as ‘‘master adventurers in the field of opportunity.”’
We hope, too, that the University will have an influence
on their inner life; that they will acquire the solid
satisfaction that comes from a broader vision and a
deeper insight; that the University will contribute a
heightened joy and an added solace which the treasures
of literature and the interests of science afford them
during the golden years spent with us. We seek to turn
out not only leaders but disciples as well—men who will
go to the front in the competitive pursuits of ordinary
life, and who will contribute to the welfare and the
progress of their own country and of the world.
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MCGILL UNIVERSITY
FACULTY OF APPLIED SCIENCE

OFfFice oF THE DeaN




Dean H. 8, Barton,
¥acdmmald College,
St. Anne de Bellevue,

n )
e (-A,,

Dear Dean Barton;

For some time past we have been endeavourins to
place before the readers of the "McGill News" artlecles dealing with the
various Faculties of the University with s view to le&iling the graduates
know the recent developments and present conditions of the different
faeulties.

So far we have published two sueh articles, one

by Dean Martin on the Medical Faculty, whlch was published in the
Decenber 1928 issue, and one by Dean Ira Mackay on the Faculty of
Arts, which was published in September 1923, ¢ had one on the
Faculty of Applied Science by Dean H, M. lacKay for publication in
the March 1930 issue, which, however, has been postponed and will
appear in the next issue of the magazine, which is published in June,

At the request of the BEditoriof the news section
¥r. Robert C, Petherstonhaugh, we are writing to ask if you would be
so kind as to give us a similar article on Macdonald College, with a
view to placing before the graduates a picture of Naecdonald as it
is functioning today. We could use two or three illustirations to give
the article a better set off than it would otherwise have, Ve kmow it
is hard for us to describe to you in a letter the value such an griicle
would be in maintaining the interest of the graduates im the University
at large, but we do feel that%teps we are taking are justified by the
resulis obtained. As an example of vhat we mean, we are sending you
under separate cover a copy of the September 1ssue of the "MeGill News"
which includes the article on the faculty of Arts by Deam Ira NacKay.

The prominence which has recently been given to the
study of agriculture by the recently developed attitude of the oQuebec
Provincial Covernment has given us an added reason for desiring to
bring Macdonald College prominently before the readers of the “MeGill
News", and we hope that you will assist us in fulfilling this desire
by glving your favourable consideration to the request which we have
outlined aboves

Very truly yours,

Executive Secretary,
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Principal,




Principal,




the annual Heoting of
HeGill U ‘iVOI‘.<ii’i:.-",, held
n*ullor on “'"ust Srd, 1931,
his

. 0t more than $3J
19,00¢ more than an! 1f1;‘1ted.1z“
only possible by the emercise of
lon and the most rigid economy, and,
f somo ¢4 1.3

ne must
different
Bur su. s the
most thoroughly
atlon with the
eruub con ned 1 wo are %0
roesent degree of ficien I cannot
> ve cut, uulesr e clihlu'te some
o ] refer to this nmatter later. #

) past winter overy Department in the University
surveyod itself, and as a result, instead of a further
“rwwiu” 0% the budget, additionsl apprepriations are found

*cessary. These surveys were most exhaustive, ﬂwi they
ppeay to me to have been most 1rtel’¢‘\utly uﬂ:?iﬁd outs

have studlied them carefully, and after further editing
they will be published for the information eflall concerned,




These conatantly recurring deficits are the
cause of great concern; in fact, they are most depressing,
It 1s not a happy condition when one has to refuse, and
sontinue to refuse, legltimate applications for financial
assistance to enable proper development to take place. The
University has made very pronounced progress during the last
ten years, but ornly because the Board of Governors sanctioned
these deficits. e have pald our way and are not in dodg,
but our capital has been impaired. jach year we have been
forced to sell secupities to pay these defieits, and, of course,
that has meant that each year there has been a lowering of
our income esaraing powers, Everyone would be glad if things
were so that we could look forward to paying our way by
uding our income only, but I am afraid that happy condition
will not arise for many years in the history of this University
if we are to cdntinue to rank in the first flight of universities,
and to play the part a university should plzy.

Thésypear we are lopping off another £17,000

from our expenditure, but let me say that this means a
loss of efficiency, and not the elimination of waste. It
is possible to do this because we are cutting down the
appropriation for upkeep of gesounds, for academic and
library supplies and equipment, and becsuse some teachers
who have resigned are replaced by others to whom we are
paying a lower salary. In universities, as in business,
the lowe=sslaried man is usually the less qualified man,

There is, of course, another way in which the
expenditures might be lowered, and that would be a general
eut in salariess I cannot support that suggestion, because,
on the whole, university salaries at HeGill are low, generally
lower than at the University of Toronto, at the University of
Montreal and at the American universities. Ve flnd it difficult
to keep our/ best men as it is; they are being constantly tempted
to go elsewhere by the offer of higher salaries. I know of
no university in Canads which is reducing salaries on account
0of the depression, If we did such a thing now the University
would lose in its capacity to do the work for which it was
founded,

As the statement outlines, we anticipate a decroase
in income mnext year of $85,000: in that we are helpless, There
is a loss of the earning power of last year's deficit of
$338,000; there is a loss on income through defaults in interest
on bond issues and through reductions in dividends; and we
anticipate a loss in fees, solely because of the depression, In
this we may be agreeably disappointed.

? Although the total appropriations recommended are

#17,000 less than last year, thero is an increase in the
gppropriation recommended for Salaries., Of this, $6,600 is
unavoidable, because it represents 12 months' salary to those

to whom we were only obliged to give 9 months' last year, because
they were engaged as from the first of September.
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1, ‘e are a r¥#lvate institution and have dbeen
auuh for over a hundred years; that is, our institution
has been maintained largely by private beneflcence although
we acknowledge with gratitude such help as we have received
from the fovernment of the Frovince of Quebec and from the
City of liongreal. 1t may of interest to you to know that
1n the ten years preceding June 30th, 1931, Nacdonald College,
hich comprises the School of Agriculture, the School of
Houaahold Science and the School for Teachers, has received
from the Provinecial Government 3401,765.,00 and in gifts,
scholarships.bugsaries and prises from other sources, nearly
$22,000, In that time NeGill University received from the
City of Montreal $100,000,and from the Provincial Government
$343,800, while the Dominion Government contributes $1,900
a year to the upkeep of our Observatorye.

I think I can safel® say that with few exceptions
the really great universitles of the world have always been
private and independent institutions, and that institutions free
from government influence and controlhhwee a more truly scilentific
spirit, one that is less utilitarian in i%s alms and purposes.
Universities wholly, or largely, supported by goveraments, in
order to satisfy the voter who is taxed to sur nort them, have
not the same fresdom in selecting the student body and in scionti”ic
work are prone to press for material results, This in the long
run is deadening to scientiflic effort,

Pasteur, I suppose, was one of the greatest
scientists. The practical results of Pasteurss work must
run 1:t0 untold millions, yet Pasteur would mever accept &ho
position in the gift of the French Governmenty The beer
industry was threatened because the beor wou 1ld not keep:
Pasteur solved the problem and returned to his laboratorye.
The silk industry was shréhéemedge of extinctlong Pasteur
again found the difficulty and again returned %o his labora.ory.
It has ever been s0. The true seientist does his best work
when left alone and provided with proper facilitles. He requires
no pressure or extraneous stimuluse

Because we are a private &nstitution we are
independent. In all sorts of ways we Can Pursue OUr Course,
unswayed by those influences that count for nothing in the
dbwodopment of true university work, yet hamper the governmente
supported institution at every turn.

But there is always the diffieculty of providing
sufficient funds: there will always be that difficulty until
the time comes when the University has achleved a unique position
in all its Departments and when its pré®minence is fully
acknowledged.s Then, funds will comes Ve are now making progress
towards that enviable position, and any investiment now made to
achleve that position will easily pay for itself. Until that
time comes, we must concentrate on the things more worth while,
digeing deoper rather than spreading ourselves superficially.
There will always be all sorts of pressure broughtto bear upon
us to begin this and to begin that work of practical trainingj




but we must resist rigorously. Ve are not in the position of

a governmentesupported institution obtddalidgsfinds readily dut
having always to keep one eye on the voter, and therafore
tending to become "a service institution”, dealing with anything
and everything, and, of course, with many things superficially,

S

e The second point we mugt keep in minds is that

we can never be a larcge institution as far as numbers are
concernads Ve shall always be called upon to supply university
oducation for the Inglishwspeaking people of this Province, for
many feem the Maritime Provinces, and for some students from

other Frovinces. MNeGill now draws a higher percentage of those
students who leave their native provinces for unttersity education
elsewhere than any other Canadlan university. But the growth

of provincial universities, particularly in the Vest, has been
rapid, and I think that rapid growth will so continue that 4t

will not be long before these universities will have a larger
enrolment than we have. The majority of students - say in
Saskatchewan « will prefer to go to the University of Saskatchewan
because 1t is a good university and, being a rrovincial institutiom,
the fees will be lowgrand bdecause,living iz Zagkatoon will always
be much cheaper than in llontreal, Hinety per cent of students

of universitiee (and their pareuts) would just as soon have a
degree from one university as from another. All théy want is a
degree ~ the quality and content of the Jdezres does nct make much
difference to theom: and in reality to ninety percent of the
student body it really does not make much difference., But there
remains the ten percent who in the interests of the welfare of

our country should receive the best university education obtainable.
i1t is a large proportion of that ten percent that I want to see
coming to MeGille Ve can only hope to get them if we offer here
the best instruction, the greatest encouragement, the highest
inspliration and the finest facilitles, laboratories and lidraries,

1 would like to see our wuniversity of such an
oxcellence that the other universities in Cannda would look to
us for their supply of teachers. Had we lleGill graduates in
teaching positions in the Can-dlan universities, they would
direct the flow of drilliant students to their Alma later.
Frankly, we have not staffed the other universities in the past,
except in some departments, Thake Chemistry, for instancee.
Before 1919 only 4 candidates had recddved the cGill Doctorate
in Chemistry and we did not have a single graduate of MeGill in
a teaching position in another Canndian university. Since 1920
64 candidates have received the Doctorate in Chemistry: 16 eof
them are permament members of the staffs of Canadian universities
and 6 of them ef American universities. British Columbia,
Alberta, Manitoba, Western, Jueens, lount Allison, Wew Brunswick
and Dalhousie Universities have been staffed by us, and now oupr
Chemis try School is the outstanding one in Canada., Last year the
Dominion Research Council gave 24 scholarships to students in
that subject going on for post graduate work: 22 of the 24 chose
to come to MeGill., Thie is one of the wapys in which wniversities
gat their reputation. 4 university is not a great university
unless it draws students for post gradusnte workes 4 very marked




increase in the enrolment of post graduate students in
recent years im the best evidence of the improvement

in our staff, Ouyr Braduate Faculty was reorgenized in
1922, and last year nearly 240 students were doing post
graduate work here. Phose of you who were at the
Convocation last May muet have been impressed by the
anumber of students rec iving the vost graduate degrees,

On the value of research work to a university
I need only say this: Nothing can take the place of
universities in training men for research work., This
8annot be done Bn Ressarch Institutesy 1t must be done in
universities, There, and there only, the fundamental
training is given, and if that fundamental training is :
strong and sound we need not fear for the future of resef¥ER,
Research Institutes could never even have a beginning were
it not for the universities. I put 1t to you, as business
men, that universities are even more worthy of support
for research work thah Research Foundations. Vorld wide
experisnce emphasizes that the very best student material
is attracted by the quality of the research output of a
university., But the urgent need bdoitdi iz our plans for the
future development of our EBmaddsge Faculty and for the
furtherance of research is for the funds necessary to found
worthewhile scholarships %0 tempt the very hest students
to JoGills

"
¥
sl
-

I EEEE R RS EEEE R RN N

Let me mnow refer briefly fo the changes and
oxpansions of the last ten years in some of the mdjor
niversity departments.

First, let me say that we have ralsed standards
throughouts Students now proceciing to Engineoring must
have at least 1 preliminary year in Artsy those going to
Pentistry, 2 years; those going to Law and Medlcine at least
2 years, and most of them complete their Arts course first,
in fact 95% of our students now in lLaw and Medicine are already
gradustes of asnother Facultye

TN

de THE FACULTY OF ARTS AND SCIENCE

ey

1. Y¥e have doubled the enrolment

but, what is of much greater i-portance, the sgudent

body is of vastly supesbor quality. Of the 451 undergradusates

in Arts in 1921-22, 60 failled in at least one entrance subject
and there were 118 partial students, Last year, nearly 1000
students wore admitted to this Faculty, all of whom had
passed the Matriculation tests (in fact werwere forced to
refuse admission to many suocessful candidates)s Of these
1000, only 108 were partials. Furthermore, this figure of
1000 takes no account of students in the Graduate Faculty
who also attend regular classes in the Arts Pacul ty, nor of

:pp:gximately 1000 students taking parte-time intraemural work
n @ .




aftornoons and evenings under the Committee of
Eztension Studies

The raising of standards has thrown a heavy
the Faculty of Arts and Science, and more
1" it the heart and centre of the University,
anot afford to let this Faculty degenerate into
13;“rv tra ininﬂ Faculty for candidates proceeding
aro"es ional and technical Faculties: We must
ep it strong, for its own sake, in all fundamental
partments,

Te “aval therefore, doubled the teaching staff

OS2 A R A A I

we have created practically an entirely
s0o great has been the strenghkening in every
To refor to one only - the lepartment of
The University has always been handicapped
by the inferior tralning given in the Quebec schools.
Professor DiaPlarke, am acknowledged authority on Education,
in the short time he has heen ot "caill has already shown
himself to possess qualities which will ensure that lMeGill
will send out highid qualified men and womeén to tegch in
the schools and that the interest of the community in the
importance of good schools will bhe auiekened,

i1 can say without any fear of contradiction that
in 807 of the departments in Arts we now are stronger
than ever we were before.

3e Zhe U t__”__“g is the Division of the
Faculty of 4;;« t groups, one embracing the
Eunanltios i’".‘;’.'-‘,’ll!ﬁ..ﬂ ther the ciences.

The Faculty is now"The Faculty of Arts and Sclence”,
The incressing importance of pure science in the world to-
day has necessitatel a concentration of effort. The science
subjecte of Phpsiology, Blochemistry, Bacteriology, were
fornerlj iauluaed only in the curriculum of the Department
of Nedicine. They s3$ill form part of thaf curriculum
of that Faculty, dbut in addition are now generaliyniversity
subjects. I have not time now to dwell on the importance
of this change, dut it is a big step in the direction of
progress, and I look forward gw a great development at
MeGill in the near future int!

tuat important group of subjects,

(Pyhsiology, Biochemistry, Bactoriology, Pharmacology, Zoology
and Botany) whioch comprises the biological sciences. There
is now at MeGill a very strong staff in these subjects « one
that has not escaped the nstdméion of other institutions,

% Yo have built a new Arts Building,




‘8@ have built MNovse

Yot I must warn you that already the Arts
wilding 18 used to capacity; and the many uses to
which Joyse Hall 4s put make one wonder how we ever got

along without it.

As to the future, my estimate is that within
the next five ppoglx vears we shall Heed an additional
‘capital endowrent of about $700,000 teo complete plans for

‘a9 outstanding Faculty of Arte, “he moat immediate needs
are:

Certain salaryy increases,
() Additsional professors to strengthen the Departments
of BEnglish and French,
{e) Funds to endow scholarships which will draw the best
s tudents here.
A

Students' Loan Fund to mak . possible for the
most deserving students to conp their course.
The depression hng resulted in many ¢of the students
baing unable %o obtain employment this summer; and I
know of no safer investment than a loan to a good
gstudent which will enable him to obtain his education
and a start in life,
The revision and strengthening of the courses in the
ichool of Vommerve. I know of no satisfactory course
in commerce gliven in any university in the Pominion
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In 1920 a roasonable doubt was expressed in certain
quarters as to whether or not the ledicsl “chopl ranked in
the fipst flight of Schools on this Continent, I can say
with coaviction that to-day that doubt has disappeared, and
that there is now no question about 1%: our School is of
the very first rank,

Vithin the last 10 yoars, we have:

Baised the standards of admission and achievoment in
every year.

Limited the number of students and introduced a
selective aystem,

Provided a fulletime Dean, with suitable staff,

ilade material and physical additions as follows:e

{(a) The Blological Buildiug

{b) The Pathological Institute

(e} The Laboratory for Experimental Surgery and
Animal House

(a) The Osler Library




The new Pat oY Ment &t
facilities,
‘.-._\. vo-i,. ] \ri th

The Industrial C a } Montreal General,
The enlarged Children's ie: Hospital,

How MMusuume and W

Accossions to the

* o b T B o .
thalavahne o
Scholay 84DS LI3 6L

Be We have, thorefore, increased to a superlative degree
the facilities for resoarﬂh, with the result that there 1s a
great deal of ressarch work in progress, In the ledical
Research Institutes we are gradually approaching the extent
and breadth of experience of the larger European Inestitutesy
this is testified to %g the increasing number of applications
for seholﬂrsk P8 and yistantehips in these Departments,

Un ﬁtOﬁ, “ngland and Gérmany. ZEverything

to oxtend this policy:;it is, as 1

t
uluud of resonrch,.

The work done by Jps, ield and Conme in the
Yapartment of ?e“ro-Iqr,ar ', uﬁiwue' no other such team
oxists in America and probal there is no batter combination
anywhero in the “Jrld. To g tham %o Tgn:vdnl was & great
achievement, and it has done nore than anyvthking else in the
last decade t¢ place MeGill in the foreiront of Surgerys
Their cases for operation come fram all over the States and
Canasda, Lt present we are faced with the danger of losing
them, and if Montreal and Auuill eanaot raise the funde to
keep them here it will be a tragdps of the first importance
not only for MeGill but for the communityid

7o e have raised the fees from 2200 to 2250, but it
geems reasonable, in visew of the very much larger feos
charged at the best American schools, that they shoddd be
again increased, say, from 8260 to $400. 1f this were
done I would atrdagl recommend that a mumber of good
scholarships be established. The sugpestion iz also made
that in view of the large number of American students
attending, we_should charge tham a higher fee than the
feo we charge, from the British Empire.

Probably it would mot be unfair to this Faculty
t0o say that it has recelved 2 little more than 1te share
of tho funds made available during the last ton years;
yoet, 1t is our outstanding Faculty, and no doubt in the
past the reputation of MeGill has bdeen based mpoa thonwékl
work of this School than upon any other single factors

It is true, too, that we do not at present draw
the proportion of students from Canada that we shoulds
Thore are seversl reasonss

(a) The establishment in recent years of provincial
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co=oporation in an Internationsal
o

Sducation, 1t wa found that our
ailms were in narmony wish recormendations
SUrvey. An impression that large numbers
aduates went to the U.S5., for detter incomes was not
the facts and figures of incomes recoeived by men
R5 years at work in the rofescsion being almost t ]
both countriess 10,77 of our graduates reside in
and almost 407 in lontreal snd districts
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As in other faculties, emphasis is laid upon the
importance of the provielion of staff and facilities ror
carrying on a post-graduate school and for dealing with new
and important phases of work, ‘We must provide new builldings
for Nining and Tetallurgy and Geulegy, 4 we must find funds
for maintenance of equipment and the nu £ new @quipment,
and funds to endow open fellowshi iarships which will
be 80 workhewhile that we will attract ab studentsa,

Corbett the Facul ty has
At the 1931 vonvocation the
one of the .argest withincthe decade, but
had already completed a course in Arts,

The outstanding need in the Faculty is the establishment

a Chair of Cgmparative Law end Legal Philosophy. There is

university where the subject might be nore appropriately
8 tudied, Such & Chair would round out our Faculty and attract
Postegraduste otudents, 1% wos suggested last yeay that
nenbors of the Bench and Bar in this Province might well interest,
themselves in the endowment of such & Chaiyp in memory of the 1nt¢,
Eugene Lafleur. #

Ya. RHE FACULTY OF AGRICULTURE

e SR KA.

Hacdonald Cgollepe w-s founded by Sdr Villlam Macdonald
"for the advancement of éiucation, the carrying on of research
work and investigation ana the discemination of knowledge - all
with particulay regard %o the intereosts and needs of the
Population ia rural disty

icta”,
sy Gistinet types of
studeﬁt:tbn}?anu&ayiafségrdauaﬂugenwoabatonfgﬁng n the science
0f modern agriculture to £it them for more intelligent farmings
nd (b) those proceading to professional work in agricul tural
subjects., Previous to 1020 these students woere all mixed up
together in the different classes of insgruction. In 1920 a
Separation was effected, to the great benefit of both types, Ue
must not forget that by far the sreater proportion of the 4000
Students that have come to Nacdonald for trdaining during the




years have been of type x4 and have gone bdack
y — : : conatituency
the gre c.ui,est;
te the record of the 287 gradustes of this

trained workers,
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acdonald College B &n i _
rreat cen fo% 3 1 work 4n ‘”ri ul ture,
; is ¢ Mo . i ractically
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diture of sone o' 0, © antiun
uebhec rernmen he Fational Research
mpire llarketing pard Close cooveration
£ ointments
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come *J us for dogree . WO P
1 hopey 4in & very Tow yea nake e ne ld ﬁo‘ JJ@ a

national and Empire centre for ad ;0@& g tudéusaand research,
But, he e again, we cannot wdly ;aVuiuw until additional
funds are at our disposal for the strengthening of the staff

né the xiBVGlO?RﬂQ?ﬁ 3 group of research workers, for the
neceossary appar
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irdler in my report I referred to :
elimination of some departments. i wish now t0 recommend
that the appropriation for the School for Soec orkers
be discontinued. In my opinion too many of se #chools
have been establ .shed at NeGill) in days gone by This
w

O
particular 8chool was founded in 1918, It was fostered by
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Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15

The

Graduates’ Society of McBill Unibersity

Publishers of ** The McGill News"’

September 15, 1931.

Sir Arthur W, Currie, G.,C.M.Gsy KsCeB,y
MeGill University,
Montreal.

Dear Sir Aprthur:

At a meeting of the Executive Committee of the
Graduates' Soclety held last night, it was decided to invite the
Honourable L. A. Taschereau to be the guest of honour of the Graduates'
Society at the McGill-'Varsity football game, to be held on the last
day of the Graduates' Reunion, October 17th,

Revisit
Our first choice was Lord Bessborough, who is

(:)Ici uneble to be present, and our next choice fell on lMr. Taschereau, as

he is an honour graduate of the University, and has shown considerable
MCGI" interest in the affairs of the Graduates' Society, in such ways as
acting recently as President of the Quebec branch of the Society, during
the first two years of its existence, and by sympathetlc interest in
the Graduates' Society Employment Bureau, and "The McGill News", both
). of which have received small but welcome financial assistance from the

Quebec Provincial Government through him, during the present year,

We also understand that Mr., Taschereau's wife
is a distant relative of our founder, James McGill,

Before taking any action in this matter, we would
like to know if the selection of Mr, Taschereau as our guest of honour
would meet with your approval,

Falthfully yours,

- ! B
‘%/ "x}///» g ¢ ’:,‘ W

/J ~

Executive Secretary

REUNION OF McGILL ALUMNI
OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 17,-1931
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Executive Office: McGill University, Montreal Telephones: MA 2664 and MA 9181 - Local 15

The

Graduates’ Society of McBill Unibersity

Publishers of * The McGill News "

September 21, 1931.

Sir Arthur:We. Currie, GeCosMeGey KeC,BE,p
McGill University,
Montreal,

. Dear Sir Arthur:

On behalf of the Editorial Board
of "The McGill News", I am writing to thank you for your
article on "The Position of McGill Today", which was
published in the September number.

Revisi
Slt We feel sure that this article

Old will be read with very deep interest by all McGill
alumni, who have the University's welfare at heart, and

MCGi" so we hope that its appearance will assist the University

as well as prove to the graduates that through "The MeGill
News™, they receive regularly information of the greatest
importance concerning the University.

It is most gratifying to the
Editorial Board to feel the close interest which is
‘ taken in "The McGill News" by all the senior members of
the staff, and its use as a medium through which to
express their views to the graduates will always be
welcome,

Faithfully yours,

Executive Secretary

REUNION OF McGILL ALUMNI
OCTOBER 14, 15, 16, 17,-1931
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In fact, I do not see how & university can teke the position

he advocates. A university can never have an opinion of its

own, because there is as much variety of opinion within the

universityts walls as without,




To the Editor, The MeGill RNews.

3ir, - In the last issue of The HeGill Hews, appeared an article
b

by Mr. Pitts, concerning the part MeGill, and her gradustes are
playing in the national 1ife of Canada. He olaimed that she is
taking a fine role in the country today, @specislly on account of
the ideals of non-politieal, non-ssctarian tolerance, due to her
independence of govermment aid, and to the spirit of her adminis-
trators. All of whieh is doubtful.

In a day when intellectuals everywhere are inereasingly
questioning the ideals in which one is educated, and the people
at large are heginning to realize the illogicalities of the system,
under which they live, the policy of those who direct the college
is one which denies the right to question such ideals, whose chief
virtue appears %o he their venerability. Inetead of an attitude
of seeptieal doubt, not only of the old ideas, but also of the new,
one finds only the blind support of an obsoleseing theory of ethics.

Instead of an aloofness from propoganda, one finds a remorseless
loyalty to the old British ifesls, and traditions - & loyalty so
atrong that it condemns oritieism a8 heresy, to be refuted by
foree. At & time when the absolute rights of individuals to hold
private property are being inersasingly questioned, and have been
abolished in one large eountry, one finds at NeGill a fanstical
belief in these righte, and an unreasoning fear of those who
queation them, expressed in the efforts of the faculty to eurd
intellectual radicalism among the students.

Helped by the exclusivism of the richer fraternities, these




2
teachings stifle intellectual eritieism of the present state of
goeiety. And it is signifieant that other colleges in Canada, which
are government endowed, hsve stulent bodies, whiceh are far less
apathetie to eurrent prohlems than HeGill's.

The poliey of the sduz-%ors at 4edill is to instil into the
gtudents the belief that the present state of sogiety is the best
pogslble, and thet to questlon ifs prineiples is unmoral. History
is the record of man's changing atiitude to life, and great univer-
gities have always been at the van of the change. Reforms should
have heen advoeated for long al the universities before their adop-
tion by the eountry as a whole. It is impossidle for & University
to retain a great reputation, and remain eonservative,

fere one does not find many HeGill graduates leading in the
quest for a better state, though they are well represented in the
rich ruling elsspes, 2ll of whom, heing ineapshle of philosophie
doubts, are firm believers in the rightes of property, end =11 of
whom are, if not sctually sorript themselves, well sware of the
eorruption in publie life.

This gives real cause for their fear, to those, who are afraid
that Ne@ill is not holding her place in the intellectusl - not
technical - progress of the world. MNeGill graduates must not
merely assume that they sre playing a leading psrt in the national
1ife. They must examine the attitude of the middle aged graduate
%o eurrent problems. They will thenm realize that such & one is

quite out of toueh with the trend of thought in the world. Only by

training her sons to Approach modern problems in & free, tclerant,
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Dear Mr. Fetherstonhaugh,

With reference to Mr, Close's letter, it
is quite apparent that he resents your suggestion
that he reduce his orisinal memorandum to a
letter.

“he letter is worse than the memorandum.

will note two senteneces in particular, in

|

ie¢ accuses McGill Craduates of being corrapt
(page 2) and another on page 1 "the pRliecy of
those who direet the college is one whieh denies
the right to question such ideals.sssinstead of an
attitude of seeptical doubt, not only of the old
ideas, but also of the new, one findes only the blind
suppert of an obsolescing theory of ethics."

Mr. Close simply does not know what he is
talking abouts I think before we publish these
8tatements, Dr.Johnson had better interview him

and ask him to back them up with "book and page™.

Ever yours faithfully,

Principal




November lst, 1933,

Dr. F.M.G. Johnson,
Chairman of the Editorial Board,
The McGill News.

¥y dear Johnaon,

Since speaking to you yesterday I have
received freom Mr, Fetherstonhaugh = copy of the letter of
Mre John Close. I really think that this letter zoes
far beyomd anythimg in the previous article as I remember
it, for instance,

"Here one does not find many MeGill graduates

leading in the quest for a better state, though
they are well represented in the rich ruling
classes, all of whom, being incapable of
philosophic doubts, are firm believers in ths
rights of property, and all of whom are, if not
actually corrupt themselves, well aware of the
corruption in public life."

" The policy of those who direct the college is

one which denies the right to gquestion such ideals,
whose chief virtue avpears to be their venerability.
Instead of amn attitude of sceptical doubt, not only
0f the old ideas, but also of the new, one finds
only the blind support of an obsolescing theory of
ethices.

Do you think it would be any good to see
Mr. Cloge?

Yours falthfully,

Principal.




HeGILL STANDS STILL

by John F., Close, B.Com. "33
(La. 0734)

In the last number of this paper, there appeared a rather
flattering article, written by Mr. Pitts, of the part MeGill, and her
graduates, were playing ih the national life of Canada. At first
sight, by aceepting Mr. Pitts appraisal at its face value, it would
certainly seem that MeGill was fulfilling the traditions and ideals,
of a fine and liberal nature. But nothing is more dangerous than a
superficial praise of oneself and when one analyses the grounds for
Mr. Pitts' congratulations, one is inevitably drawn to a less appre-
ciative conclusion, and to a qualified pessimism about the immediate
future.

To hegin with ~- and this 1is comparatively insignificant,
owing to the arbitrary nature of the choice «- let us take the list,
which Mr. Pitts supplied, of those men who are sald to have done so
much to realise the "function and ideal of MeGill to make men", or
that number, three are included one is forced to believe, merely because
they are, or were, the principals of the institution, as if that were
enough of itself, to confer greatness of ideals on any one of them,
I£ one is capable of divorcing one's intellect from one's reverence
for established authority, one is at least Justified in doubting
whether any of those three has achieved, in himself, any degree of
academic, or kindred, distinction, sufficient to merit for him the
title of great. Though ome is, of course, a well known soldier.
The truth is, however hard it may look on paper, that the principal of
MeGill 41s chosen for his administrative qualities, and for his

capacity in dealing with those rather fractious sources from which

McGill draws its fresh capital, A "hard-won independence” carries




2,

with it almost as many disadvantages, as advantages, as the comptroller
of the college would probably admit readily. And, although the
desiderata for a principal involve capacity of the highest degree, lofty
ideals are not what is sought primarily by those making the choice.

The rest of the list consists largely of doctors, containing
also three lawyers, turned politicians, the best about whom, it may be
sald, was they they stood out from a body of politicians, akknowledged
by all to be singularly lacking in that high sense of public morality,
80 necessary to the modern ssate, Doctors, however distinguished, are
notorious for their aloofness from public administration, and their
greatness, as with that of the scientists, is of a peculiar kind,
having little immediate bearing upon the national life, though of vast
indirect consequence,

Thus one may at least speculate upon the value of such a list,
But the chief feature of the McGill graduates' alleged great part in
publiec affairs, is claimed to be derived from its high ideals of non-
political, non-sectarian tolerance, and here is where one can lay the
gravest charge at the present administration of the College. Here

is the point, where one is forced to doubt the fona fides of McGill's

claims to strict impartiality. A university -- and this is the point,

which particularly needs rubbing im -~ should be the leader of the
intellectual life of the country in which it is placed. Reforms
of all kinds should have been foreseen and advocated, at the universities
of a country, long before their adoption by the rest of the commanity,
by definition less philosophically inclined, and naturally more conser-
vative,

But in a day, when the intellectuals of all nations are

ques tioning the ideals in which one was brought up, and the people at

large, even in this country, are beginning to see the patent




illogicalities of the system under which they live, one finds the
avowed policy of these who shape the destiny of the collele, one of
unreasoning denial of the right to question ideals, whose chief virtue
appears to be their venerability. Instead of an attitude of
sceptical doubt, not only of the old ideas, but also of the new, one
finds merely the open uncritical support of a rapidly obsolescing
theory of ethics.

Indead of complete aloofness from all propoganda one finds a
unswerving logalty to the old British ideals, and traditions -=- a loyalty
sp strong that it condemns all eriticism as heresy, to be refuted by
force, rather than by argument; a loyalty with a far stronger hold than
there is in the college of the U.XK., the country of its origin. And
in an age when the rights of individuals to private property are being
increasingly questioned, and have been actually abolished in omne large
country, one finds at MeGill only a fanatical belief in those rights,
and an unreasoning fear of any who question them, expressed by the fre~-
quent efforts on the part of the faculty to curb all intellecéual
radicalism on the part of the students, and the peculiar manner in
which the members of the staff tend to be chosen from ex-members of the
British fighting forces. Even when it is universally admitted that
the military mind is - generally - ill adapted to the academic
instruction of the young.

Ably abetted by the rigid exclusivism of the richer fraternities,
the culkmlative effect of these teachings on young and pliable minds, is
to tend to stifle all forms of intellectual criticism, bogh constructive
and destructive, of the present system of society. It is significant

that other colleges in Canada -~ notably Toronto ~= which suffer from the

"disadvantage” of being government endowed, have a student body in which




there is far less general apathy to current problems, than McGill's

The avowed policy of the educators at McGill seems to be to instil into
the students that the present state of civilization is the best possible,
and that to question its principles in any way, is highly unmoral, This
would imply that they believe that the present state will endure for
ever, which, to say the least of 1t, is an assumption without any
historical precept, man being an evolutionary animal, and incapable

of remaining unchanged for long. History is the reco®d of man's
continually changing attitude to life; and great universities have

always beem at the van of the change. No university can creep along

in the rear, and still remain great, and there are sufficient indications
that MeGill is rapidly getting out of touch with the tempe of modern life,
to make those of her graduates, who do not suffer from intellectual
blindness, nervous for her reputation,

In this country one does not now find many McGill graduates
playing a leading part in the quest for a better state, though we can
still find them well represented in the top of the technical trades, and
in the ramks of the present ruling classes, all of whom, having no

philosophic doubt at all about the subject, are firm believers in the

fights of private property, and many of whom are, if not actually corrupt,

well aware of the corruption in public life. Surely this gives real
reason for their fear, to those who feat that McGill is today failing to
retaln her place in the intellectual progress of the world? Surely

there is no more latent danger to the College's reputation, than a general
assumption on its part that it is still playing a great part in the
national life, and which refuses to question the grounds for that

assumption, even when to outsiders it is obviously based on vanity of the

most fatuous nature? And from one's own observations, one is soon




soon forced to conclude that reputations are not taken for granted
nowadays; and it will indeed be a sad day when MNcGill wakes up, unless
it faces the whole questionbravely now,

To sum up, McGill graduates must not merely assume that they
are playing a leading part in the national life of to-daye. They must
exmmine the attitude of the middle aged graduates, to the current
problems, and when they do that, they will be compelled to realise that
the average graduate of that age is quite oblivious to the prevailing
trend of thought all round him. This 1is a sad contrast with the
attitude of men from elsewhere, and is due to the all too influential
effect of their student training in blind obedience to out worn shib-
boleths., Further more one can derive no comfort from the attitude
of the normal graduate today. Only by approaching the problems of
national life in a free, tolerant, and objective manner, and by train-
ing her sons to do the same, can the University continue to uphold the
reputation she once held, and which, tested on the lines indicated

above, appears now to be slipping from her. Only then, after a

searching self-examination can she really congratulate herself on the

part her graduates are playing in the nation's active life.

Signed: John F. Close

Comm '33




HeGILL STANDS S7ILL

by John P. Close, B.Com. "33
{(Lae 0734)

In the last number of this paper, there appeared a rather
flattering article, writtea by Nr. Pitts, of the part MecCill, and her
graduates, were playing %h the national life of Csnads, At first
sight, by accepting Ur. Pitts appraisal at its face value, it would
certainly seem that MeGill was fulfilling the traditions and ideals,
of a fine and lidberal nature. 3ut nothing is more dangerous than a
superficial praise of onesell and when one analyses the grounds for
Mr. Piltte’ ‘congratulations, one isliuevitably drawn to 2 less appre-
clative conclusion, and %0 a qualified pessimism about the immediate
future.

To begin with ~- and this is comparatively insignificant,

qwing to the arﬁitéhry natare of the cholite ~+ let us take the list,

which Mr. Pitts supplied, of those men who are said to have done so
much to realiss the "function and ideal of NeGill to make men",. of
that number, three are included one is forcea to believe, merely because
they are, or were, the principals of the institution, as if that were
enough of itself, to confer greoatness of idesls on any one of them.

If one is capable of divorcing one's iantellect from one's reverence
for established authority, one is at least justified in doubting
whether sny of those three has achieved, in himself, any dogree of
academic, or kindred, distinction, sufficient to merit for him the
title of greats Though one is, of course, a well known soldier.

The truth 1s, however hard it may look on paper, that the principal of
MeGill 1s chosen for his administrative qualities, and for his

capacity in dealing with those rather fractious sources from which

McGill draws its fresh capital, A "hard-won independence” carries
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with 1% almost as many disadvantages, as advantages, as the comptrollier
of the college would probably admit readily., And, although the
desiderata for a principal involve capacity of the highest degree, lofty
idezls are not what is sought primarily by those making the choice.

The rest of the list consists largely of doctors, containing

also three lawyers, turned politicians, the hest about whom, it may be

said, was they they stood out from a body of politicians, akknowledged
by 2ll to be singularly lacking in that high sense of publiec morality,
80 necessary to the modern saate. Doctors, however distinguished, are
notarious for thoir aloofness from rublie administration, and their
groeatness, as with that of the scientista, i5 of a peculiar kind,
having 1ittle immediate bearing upon the nstional life, though of vast
indirect conseguence.

Thus one way at least speculates upon the value of such a list,
But the chief feature of the HeGill graduates' alleged great part im
public affairs, is claimed to be derived from its high ideals of non-
political, non~sectarian tolerance, and here is where one can lay the
gravest charge at the present adminisiration of the College. Here
is the point, where ome is forced to doudbt the fona fides of MNMoGill's
claims to strict impartiality. 4 university -« and this is the peoint,
which particularly needs rubbing in -« should be the leader of the
intellectual life of the country in which it is placed, Reforms
of all kinds should have been foreseen and advocated, a2t the universities
of a country, long defore their adoption by the rest of the commmnity,
by definition less philosophically inclined, and naturally more conser-
vative.

But in a day, vhen the intellectusls of all nations are

ques tioning the ideals in which one was brought up, and the pecple at

large, even in this country, are beginning to see the patent




illogicalities of the system under which they live, one finds the
avowed policy of these who shape the destiny of the collele, one of
unreasoning denial of the right to question jdesnls, whose chief virtue
appears to be their venerability. Instead of an attitude of
sceptical doudbt, mot only of the old ideas, but alse of the new, one
finds merely the open uncritical support of a rapidly obsolescing
theory of ethics.

Indead of complete aloofmess from all propozands one finds a
unswerving logalty to the old British ideals, and traditions =~ a loyalty
8p strorg that 1t condemms all criticiam as heresy, to be refuted by
force, rather than by argument; a loyalty with a far stronger hold than
there ig in the college of the U.K., the country of its origin. And
in an sge when the rights of individuals to private property are being
increasingly questioned, snd have been actually sbolished im one large
country, omne finds st MeGill only 2 fanatiocal belief in those rights,
and an wnreasoning fozr of any who gquestion them, expressed by the fre=-
guent eiforts on the part of the iaculfy %o curd all iantellecbual
radicalism on the part of tho students, and the peculiar manner in
which the members of the staff tend to be chosen from ex-members of the
British fighting forces. Even when it §s universally admitted that
the military mind is - genorally - 111 adapted to the academic
instruction of the young,.

Ably abetted by the rigid exclunsivism of the richer fraternities,
the culnnlative effect of thess toachings on young and pliadble minds, is
to ten! to stifle all forms of intellectual criticism, both constructive
and destructive, of the bresent system of soclety. It is significant

that other colleges in Camada -~ notably Toronto ~=- which suffer from the

"disadvantage"™ of being government endowed, have a student body in which




there is far less & 3 f %0 current problems, than MeGill's

The avowed policy of the educators st HeGlll soems to be to instil into
the students that the present state of civilization is the bent possible,
and tha® to question its principles in any way, is highly unmoral. This

would Imply that they belleve that the present state will eéndure for

ever, which, to say  the least of it, is an assumpiion without amy

historical precept, man being an evolutionary animal, and incapabdle

of remaining unchanged for long. History is the record of man's
continuelly changing attitude to l1ife; and great universities have

always been at the vam of ths change, o university can creep along

in the rear, and still remain greaty, and there are sufficlent indications
that Me@i1ll 4s rapidly getting out of touch with the tempew of modera life,
to make those of her graduates, who do not suffer from intellectual
blindness, nervous for her reputation,

In this country one does not now find many MeGill graduates
playing a leading part im the uest for o better stats, though we can
still find them well ropresented im ths top of the techmical trades, and
in the rawes of the present ruling ¢lasses, sll of whom, having ne
philesophic doubt at all sbout the subject, are firm delievers in the
fights of private property, and many of whom are, if not actually corrupt,
well awsre of the corruption in public lirse., Surely this gives real
resson for their fear, to those who feat that Me@ill is today failing to
retain her place in the intellectusl progress of the world? Surely
there 18 no more latent danger to the College's reputation, than a general
assumption om its part that it is still playing a great part in the
national 1ife, and which refuses to question the grounds for that
assumption, even when to outsiders it is obviously based on vanity of the

most fatuous nature? And from one's own observations, ome is soon




soon forced to conclude that reputations are not taken for granted
nowadayes and 1t will indeed be a sad day when Mc5ill wakes up, unless
it faces the whole questiondravely now,

To sum up, Me8ill gradustes muat not merely assume that they
are playing a leading part in the national 1ife of to-day. They rust
exsmine the attitude of the middle aged gmwaduates, to the curreat
problems, sand when they do that, thay will be compelled %o realise that
the average gradunte of that age le quits oblivious to the prevalling
trend of thought 211 round him. This 1is a sad contrast with the
attitude 0f mon from elsewhere, and is due to the all tom influential
effect of their student ¢trainimg in blind obedlente t¢ out wora shibe
boleths. Further more ene can derive no comfort from the attitude
of the normal gradnate today. Only by approaching the problems of
national life in a free, tolerant, and objective manner, and by train-
ing her sons to do the same, can the University continue to uphold the

reputation she once held, and which, tested on the lines indicated

above, appesrs now to be slipping from her, Only then, after a

searching selfe-arxamination can she really congratulate herself on the

part her graduates are playing in the nation's active life.

Signed: John F. Close

Comm '33










December 16,

Dear Mr. Fetherstomhaugh,

Thank you for your letter of December 15¢th,
about the Governors! resolution being omitted from
the fortheoming issue of the WEWS.

I think all the rest of your article is
very, very good indeed, and I e¢an understand how
hard you have worked to put it into this shape .
¥hile I am speaking of it, I am reminded that
BR. J.v.MeConnell,asked me where he could obtain
@ copy of the complete broadeast. lHe was pare
ticularly impressed with youwr part of its Can
you send him & eopy, or is it to be complete in
the NEWS?

I have been over at Lady Currie's house
a good deal, working on the letters in reply
to the hundreds she has rege ived, so thet perhape
Mr, Gordon Classeo tried to find me earlier to
show me the page proof of the NEWS, I wish I
had known earlier, becguse I would have drawn
the Governors' resolution to his attention at oneée
and 1t would have been in time, I feel that this
issue of the NEWS goes all over the world, and
will be thoroughly read, and by the time the
next issue goes out there will not de the same
keen interest. The Governors' resolution was
partieularly good, and would have carried so
much more weight than the Corporation resolution.
However, 1t cen't be helped now.

Yours sineerely,

lir« ReCeFotherstonhaugh,
Drammond Court Apartments
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