
FILE 305 

CONFEDERATION -

DIAMOND JUBILEE 

PRIZE ESSAYS­

I.O.D.E PAGEANTS 



DOCKET STARTS: 



• 

PRESlotNTS' 

RT. HON. 51)l ROBERT BoRDEN 

HON. SIR LOMER $i0UIN 

VICE-PRESIDENTS: 

RT. HON. GEORGE P. GRAHAM 

CHAIRMAN EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 

HON. CHARLES MARelL 

VICE-CHAIRMA" EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
NATIONAL COMMITTEE FOR THE 

PHONES: QUEEN 1173 

1174 

HONORARY TREASURER; 

HON. H. M. MARLER 

HONORARY SECRETARIES 

MR. C. G. COWAN 
MR. JEAN DEsY 

CELEBRATION OF THE DIAMOND JUBILEE OF CONFEDERATION 

MR. THOMAS AHEARN 
MR. J. O. APPS 
MR. J. P. BALHARRIE 
HON. R. B. BENNETT 
HON. W. A. BLACK 
HON. HEWITT BQSTOCK \.,./ 
MR. P. M. BUTTLER 

HONORARY PATRON: HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVERNOR GENERAL 

HONORARY PATRONESS: HER EXCELLENCY THE VISCOUNTESS WILLlNGOON 

HONORARY PRESIDENTS: RT. HON. W. L. MACKENZIE KING, HON. HUGH GUTHRIE 

HONORARY VICE-PRESIDENTS: THE LIEUTENANT-GOVERNORS OF THE PROVINCES 

MR. M. J. COl-DWELL 
MR. J .. W. CAFOE 
DR. A. G. DCUGHTY 

HON. W. E. FOSTER 
MR. A. J. FREI MAN 
SIR GEORGE GARNEAU 
HON. ANOREW HAY DON 

Dear Sir: 

EXECUTIVE COM MITTEE : 

MR. H. P. HILL 
MR. T. O. LAMBERT 
HON. RODOLPHE LEMI£UX 
MR. O'ARCY MCGEE 
MR. TOM MOORE 
MR. P. J. MULQUEEN 
HON. SIR GEORGE PERLEY 

HON. MR. JUSTICE RINFRE'J' 
MRS. H. H. ROWATT 

MME RENE: DE SALA9ERR'f 
MR. E. H. SCAMMELL 
HON. J. O. STEWART 
MR. WALTER THOMPSON 
MRS. J. A. WILSON 

106 WELLINGTON STREET, 

OTTAWA, April 16,1927 

I am directed by the Executive 
Committee of the National Committee for the 
celebration of the Diamond Jubilee of Confe­
deration to inform you t}1..at the Commi ttee in­
vites the cooperation of the University in 
order to r.~ke the celebration of the Diamond 
Jubilee a success throughout Canada. 

It would be greatly appreciated 
if you Vlould bring the matter to the attention 
of the Pacul ty an(l students of your Uni versi ty 
and ask :or their assistance in connection 
\1ith the celebrations in their own localities. 

I am further directed to say 
that the Committee plaues at the disposal of 
y"ur Universi ty, for competi tion during the 
present academic year, a set of Confederation 
medals, viz: one ?old, one silvor, and one 
bronz e. If pos si ble, the Coru'1i t tee v!o uld like 
to have Canadian history, :n special reference 
to the Confederation era and to the subsequent 
development of 0anada, as the subject of such 
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competition, but in vieH 0:': the fact that the 
academic year is so far advanced, it is not 
inclined to impose any restrictions and leaves 
the matter to the judgment of your governing 
body. 

Will you kindly inform the 
Corrmittee as soon as convenient if your Uni­
versity will accept these medals, on the un­
derstanding that the naYl'E s 0 f the recipients 
will be forvmrded to the Committee, so that 
they may be included in the permanent records 
which ~1i 11 be eventually placed in the Do­
minion Archives. 

Yours very truly, 

General Sir Arthur 0urrie, ,}.C.~:.'}., ::.J.B., 1L.J •. 
P:::-inc ipal, 

HcGill University, 
11 0 n t rea 1. 



c. G. Cowan, Esq., 
Honorary Secretary, 

Jpril 21st, 1927. 

ationnl Committee for the Celebration 
D!a~ond ;ub;~ee of Confederation. 
106 ~'ellington Street, 
Otta at Ont. 

Denr Slr:-

Let me aCkno~ladb receipt of 
your letter of April 15th hnving reference to the 
co-operation of the universities in Canada to make 
the celebration of the Dlamond Jubilee of Confed­
eration a succes. 1 eive you the assurance that 
we shall aek our students to co-opornte in an~ way 
they can. 

rlth reference to the COMpetition 
for medals to ba granted by the Jubilee Cor.nlttee, 
I ~ust ask a deoision on two point : 

(a) ho Is eligIble to oompeta? 
(b) han does the competitIon clo~e? 

'.:1 th reference to (a) 1 tako it 
that the competition Is open to all undergraduate 
studonts. Is it open to postgraduate students 
studying here, nnd is it open to nernbers of the Uni­
versity staff? I think it should include students 
doing postgraduate work her and, in £a",t, I ses no 
reason why mombers o~ the staff should not be allo ed 
to compete. 
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~ith reference to (b) our 
aoademio session may be said to close at the end 
of Uay, whereas our academic year does not end 
until the beginning of September. If the contest 
is to olose by the end of ay it does not give 
students much time to prepare an essay worthy of 
thG aVEtnt. S OMe hnve begun to wri te their 
axamln~tlons already! and the examinations will 
continue until the middle of June, when many 
students will be tired mentally. In such ciroum­
stances we oannot hope that anyone will do any 
work on an essay during the examination period, 
The time that will elapse between the closing date 
of examinations and the end of Yay is soaroely 
suffioient to enable students to do the researoh 
work neoessa:J to a or~h While oontribution. 
If pOSSible, I think, the timo allo~ed for the 
submission 0 e3say should extend to Septemb r 
1st next. Your statement with reference to the 
academic year being 80 far advanoed leads ~e to 
tl1· nk that you may hr.ve 1 t in your l'r'lnd tha t the 
time limit will expire late in !ay or early in 
Juno, 'hen most universities hold their olosing 
exercises. 

Your early deoision on these 
pOints will be muoh appreCiated. 

Yours faithfully. 

Prinoipal. 
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Dear Si:':-

106 WELLINGTON STREET, 

OTTAWA, or-il 22,1927 

Referring to YOur let~er of April 
:;lst. I Hi qh to t1--anic you on behalf of the ::atio al 
GOr1IIli t tee fOT yO'lr a~'suran<.:e of cooperation. 

li th reference to the Dian 'YlU 
Jubilee medals fo" competitioY: in l.~c~ill University. 
thi3 Oonmitteo is not disposed to impose any ~estrict­
ions a1d is (Juite Hillin~ t;o leave tr.e natter of eli­
..... ibility to you::self and YO'lr governin~ body. iTatu­
rally. the 00mmittee desires to get as ~ide publicity 
as nossible and to have it generally known thTou~hout 
theLUniversity that the national Jornmittee recogni7.es 
the valuable 'fork that is being done in Canadian his­
tory. 

lith regard to the tiMe of corn­
ne ti t ion. the Commi t te e is also Vii lliup' tc leave tris 
entirely to your judrnent, provided the co~pftition is 
held during the Jubi16e year. If t;pese ned_:d could 
be awarded at your Jeptenber cor .. vocation i t ~Jonld be 
very satisfactory. 

I aM enclosing hereHi th a boolclet 
just off the press \Jh':ch has been prepared for the 
g-uidance of local cor";mi t tees, find also outlining some 
of the acti.vities of this C;ommittee. He have been 
aS~:lUTed of tlJe '!enerOU3 coo pora ticn c f the Provinci 8.1 
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f,overnments. of man~ of the large corporations, and ef a 
Ere~ many municipalities throUFhout the country. ihe 
~epartment of :~ationa :Vefence has al.3o ap-reee to a~ sist 
us, both in Otta\7a and in other centers tr..roJrhot,t 0anada. 
wi th a Vie\l to having the proces::;icns aud 0 ther proceed­
L~@'s on :>ominion Day as co lor ful as po s.;i ble. 

,hile \:e have had VfJr li ttle ti""'e 
in i'':'ch to effect any r-eneral organization.tr.c Jomr:5..ttee 
::eels tLat thinps are p'oir:r Jell and tL~l.t tLe anniv€.rs&ry 
lill be suitably commemorated thro ,~hoJt tLe country.on 

July first . 

s,rcry effo rt is being made to ensure 
tl e pred8JlCe iT' 0aIJ.ada at the time of the celebrf'.ticrL of 
:1is 10yal Eip'hr!ess the l'rillce of ',ales l:nQ of tb: Prir.e 
l1inister of 1reat ~ritain . AssUranCG3 have also reacLed 
the 00rr:mi ttee of p.enerous cooperation on the part of 
Janadien reside"lts in the TTnited states . I mention the8e 
facts hecnuse.in a~ address published in the press a day 
o. tuo a~o, I p:atherec. thE! t you had formod an impression 
tL a t the 00rrunittee la ... , proceeding in an indolent and 
sOI'1et;h~t narro. :!:a.shion . AA far as ,:e can see this is 
a~1J thir r: but the case. and I 'lould like to a.:3JU1·e .you 
tr.at the Jornr.ittec \lill rJelcooe an: su?p"estioY ... s \!h:ch 
you r'1B be cisposed to Make. ~n:fortnn<;l.tely , for rea ... CuS 

of i,'hich ue are bo th a !Bre, tte Provi~ce cf '"luebec has 
not ad yet e=fected any Provi lcinl or aniz~tion . le uTe 
sorry that a.pparently noth':'ng ha..; been e..one in tLe }its 
of I."ontreJ"" .. l . 

Yours faithful:y , 

General Jir Arthur ~u rio, f} . J • . : . 1.,£. J . J . ,11 . ;) . . 
::?rL ... cipal, 

:fc'}ill T~nivorsi ty , 
11 0 n t rea : . 



""",,,,0 : ,.;'01': !"I 
, .J! .:.u l:!t ... , 19.J 7. 

~ 

re~1llt: J Urs •• C. Todgson, representin~ ~ne I.O.J.~ . 
\ '1- l:"rofeswor .l.LOUf rd ~.ont.ltetit, re.l:'res9:!tinl: tJ.Le C ... ':',, .;i t~- 0 "'~. "rec:.l. 
4 :1. Leon ~: rcier C<>uin, " 11 

~ J:rof ... ..,sor· ._. "uJl, .l.·el're::;e~l.t·.1; ~=cG-ill Uu;'versity 
..... r •. li1!:rid. ~o"e;;', rClIreseutin", _,c&i11 ~L'v rsit~. 

X 
'"'l ... e :.O.D.~;. hi: d requested. tne U .... iversities to iJre:f>~e n. lecture on 

Con::ederc..tion in _'rel1ch [I.l ... d -.: lish Lor t e use of ~c:aools. ':':he I.O. ,. • 
c..re to me~~ costs of ~r:~tin~ and ~i tribution. 

... .le ... rovincic.1 ;)v, ~en t L. "'.d :c ,proved t:ae oject t::d ~r<..m.ted 1£)0 • 

to, rds eLpe~se~ 
The comllli ttee h?d been est5.b:ishea. for tne .i;-.lr.J::lose of c::.rryin Gut the plan. 

(1) 
[and 

"he fo:11) iug dec':' s.:.ons \/erG nCl.de:-

: obe :"':'ur!'.u1t and ?rofes""or F'1$er Gore to fu e ::.sked t~ J:Xepc.re the 
are to be offered an honorari~... ~~. ~2~~ 

lectures 

(ii) :::he' lectu""es are to 'Je prep:::.red for 7tn ani Stll grade children. 

(iii) ~ne lecturers are to oe asked to de' - w.:.tn: 

La COllfeder~tion, 
CJ.lfederr..ti.on, 

1e3 ~ntecedents ~i~tori ues, 
les oases le isl~tives, 

i to 1.:,.; ~orical bac::f.,round, 
ho.· it -;;as :' c .1 eved, 

le c~ns~iuences. 

LL. C "='ED:.:.:a:...TIOl~ 
essai hL,tori1ue ecri t p<.;.r 

l. •• Ollvier "qurault 

Cure de N0tre D~ne de :_ntr~3l, 

i~1 c Ins5:~8 cas. 

a la dem~de de l ' Or~re Im~~ri~le des 

.. .'':'llen de l':lt.,..ire . 

pour lJS ecoles de lr Province de J~eoec. 

Travnil ~~Dlie GOUS les ~usEices 
du lrouve rnement de la Prov' ca e '0, 
L' U:ni versi ~e de l~ontre!l,.l et L'Uni versi te Cll- '1 • 

CO .. .l! mu' '.::lON 
a lecture by 

c • .. ryer , !... ••• • Pb .• D. , 
l'rofescor of Iistory <'>t ~rcG':'_l 'V .... .:.vGr.:;ity, 

for tho schools of the Province of ~ebec . 

---
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.uthorized "~T the Go'7er>4 v ~ of t e Prvvince of uebec 
'..!ld p"llb1i3..1J.ed under the lLirect:on ef :':CtT.:.l_ U~lversity 

'1..1 t19 J"lliv-rsit .. of -.:'mtre~l. 

tv) ~le lecturers ~re to be cske to ecide on 25 3~':'des. 

( i) .... s~ts Jith l':'sh C~ .... tions } to ue ) ~ repared at once. 
2 sets wi tn s:,ce C.1 c';l.ytions 

.. 



OONFEDERATION ESSAYS. 

i!he atlona,l CO!mD1ttee tor the 0 lebration ot the 

Diamond Jubilee of Confederation has presented to cGill university 

three medals, in gold, silver and bronz , to be awarded as prizes for 

es ays on Cont< deration. Those lig1bl to c pet are lmdergra.duates, 

graduates or 1927 and graduat s mo have been in attendanc at the 

Universi ty proceeding to po at-gradua.te degrees during the present ses ion. 

say :mt18t be addressed to the egistre.r and mnst 

be reoeived on or be'fo Sept bar 15th. The award ill be announced at 

the Fall Oonvooation. 

Essays may dea.l with the facts of C nfederation or \71th o.ny 

phase of Oann.dian history or political developnellt, t or :t'U.ture, as 

affeoted by Confederation or bearing upon the relations between the 

Pr.vinoes and the Central Government. The Oommittee has set no restrictIon 

upon th length Of the ssays but oonsiders five or six thouru.nd WOldB 

should be adequate. Essay m~ be in' 11 Or French. 

For fUrther partioular e the Dean. 



UNIVERSITE DE MONTRU,L 

ontreal, le 16 juLl 1927 •• 

Co1on~1 Wi1frid Bovey 
Dniveraite Mc Gill 

Montreal. 

Cher Monsieur Bovey, 

J'ai rencontre dee difficultea A 
propoa de l'eseai hietorique sur la Confederation. 

M. l'abbe Maurault n'ayant pu 
rediger aon travail ,je me sule tourne vere M. Chartier. 
Celui-ci ~tecrit aujourd'hui qu'il est deborde par la 
tache que lu1 impose la fin de l'annee academique ,maia 
qu'il pourra1t peut-atre noua donner un texte A l'automne. 

Voudriez-voue me dire a1 noue pouvone 
attendre juaque la. Ce serait a dee1rer car je doute que 
je puisee trouver un autre profeeeeur. 

Tr~e cord1a1ement a voua, 



June 17, 1927. 

oun~ tpetlt, 
Uni er i ty of ontr 0.1, 

Dear a1 tlt:-

rt'Pl~n~:Ad to Oolon 1 

Dovey rrlv.i!. In hls ab H wUl b 

GIll about June 25th and your 1 tter 11 b hand 

to him 4.l4.Wllgu.lo.tely u n hi turn. 

oura ry truly. 

cretary to Colonel ov ry. 



o siour tlouord ont tit, 
U Iv rat t ot :02ltre I, 
ontr 1. 

nt tlt:-

Si 

orire .istoire 10 saraio 

to"\lt 0 

is c rt 

July 7$ 1927. 

1,;11. ti r roi 

'!1 

11 .1 aqu'a: t l' 

.. 
rut.a t 

>11frl ovoy, 



Dean I.... kay. 
Faculty of Art • 

Dear Dean 

I 

October 10, 1927. 

I enclosing her !th • LeMay's essay 

on Confederation. Personally I do not t unIt it orth a medal. 

As there are no other it ould be my uggestlon that again 

extend the time and put a notice in the Daily. What Cb you think? 

Yours fait tully, 

• 
• 11f'rid Bovey. 



~fONTREAL 
~'''CULTY OF aRTS 

OFFIOE OF TH~' Dli:AN 

June 11, 1928. 

Col. ilfrid Bovey, 

East 7ing, rts Building. 

My dear Bo ey, 

I have just finishe~ reading with some care 

Hr. Jack R. Rogante's essa~ offered in competition for one of 

the Confe~eration oedals and I now WiSl to report as follows. 

tt. Rogante has apparently done some conscientious work upon 

the subject of his essay. It is really, however, in my opinion, 

only a lengthy br'ef or factum setting out the principal events 

and dates in tne growth of Canadian autonomy and not an essay. 

There is not, I think, a single line of new knowledge in the 

manuscript and the construction is very awb~ard and often ungram-

matical. I am sure that there are a large number of ordinary 

term essays written by stUdents every year in McGill much more 

worthy of a modal than Ur. Rogante's effort. His manuscript 

might possibly be of some use to anyone writing a real essay or 

treatise on the subject, but that is, I think, the only value 

which it really possesses. I should not like to see it filed 

in any public office as an example of the type of work for ~lhich 

McGill would grant a medal. I must, therefore, leave it to you 

to deCide finally whether you think Hr. Bogante should he allowed 

a silver medal or not. Personally I cannot see my way clear 



w. Bovey, 2. 

to make that recommendation. Possibly the essay might be sub-

mitted to some other independent authority. 

Yours very truly I 

Encl. 



!he Department ot Extra-~a1 elation, 
XY~VZXXXXXXXX 

June 13, 1928. 

Dear • o snte:-

Progre 

rk and you h 
doe ts. It 1 

The ubj t 1 
th Ull1versl ty 

Oon ribution to olitionl 

In the econd lace your essay lacks orig1n l1ty. 
er:lap on ... on hiah it i hard to be 0 g1nal, bu 

s to Int tn hleh stendard in the es • 

Final it Is nee sary tor to dlr t your attentlon 
t tho tact tha .. ou have 00 i tted II er of erro in oottstraot1on 
an t ... t ther E.;ra e. 0 rt in nU! be . at miGt a c can only be ttr1b t 
to lack ot care. I am ure th t on readIng the artiole you ill observe 
t 1 y:>ur If. 

ot the 
In vi at the toregolng. It '- regrette the. the 

a1 to you c t bo e. 

Yours fcl thfu11y. 

Direotor. 
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C.D. y. ~sq.t 
89 Geore ~treet, 
Toronto. 

Dear Sir ; 

February at 1928. 

G q stion of the Confederation s ay has recently been unJer 

consi er tion. o essays ere good. enough to be a: arded a 

edal. 

Yours fa,1 thfa lly , 

""'ilf'rid Sovoy. 



CAB ! NET DU SURi NTENDAN)-, 

Sir Arthur Currie, LL.D. 
Principal de 1 'Uni versi te '.IcGill, 

381, rue Sherbrooke ouest, 
Mon treal, .Can. 

Monsieur le Principal, 

Quebec, le 12 decembre 1927. 

Afin de celebrer dignement les fetes du Soixantieme 
anniversaire de la Confederation, le Comite national desire Que sous ses 
auspices, dans la plupart de nos ins t itutions enseignantes, durant cette 
annee, soit organise un concours sur l'histoire du Canadr dont le sujet 
est laisse a votre entiere discretion. . , 

Lors de la distribution des medailles mises ma disposition 
pour la circonstance, je ne pouvais vouS"oublier et je viens vous en 
offrir trOis dont une en or, une en arge ~t une en bronze. Permettez 

. , 

une suggestion: elles Dourraient etre accordees aux eleves du baccalau­
reat pour les trois preniers concurrents sur cette matiere Qui recevront 
en outre une ettestation so it en anglais, soit en fran~ais, selon le 
cas. 

Vous m'obligeriez donc en me faisant parvenir, aussitat 
pOSSible, les noms et adresses de ces derniers pour Que ce document 
tionnel leur soit transmis. 

ER. 

Avec l'expression de mes sentiments les meilleurs, 

Veuillez me croire, 
Monsieur, 

Votre tres devoue. 

Le Surintendant de l'Instruction publique. 
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MR. T. O. LAMBERT 
HON. ROOOLPHE LEMIEUX 
MR. T. O'ARCY MCGEE 
MR. THOMAS MULVEY 
MR. J. E. MACPHERSON 
MR. TOM MOORE 
MR. p. J. MULQUEEN 
HON. SIR GEORGE PERLEY 

104 WELLINGTON STREET, 

OTTAWA, 

HON. MR. JUSTICE RINFRET 
MRS. H. H. ROWATT 
MME. RENE DE SALABERRY 
MR. E. H. SCAMMELL 

HON. J. O. STEWART 
MR. WALTER THOMPSON 
MRS. J. A. WJLSON 

January 13, 1928. 
General Sir Arthur CUTrie, G.C.~1.G. ,K.C.B., LL.D., 
Principal, McGill University, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

Dear Sir: 

Some time ago we wrote you in 
reference to the history contests which 
the National Executive for the celebration 
of the Diamond Jubilee of Confederation 
were desirous of having conducted in con-
nection with the various Universities of 
Canada. We received a response of the most 
gratifying character giving us assurance of 
co-operntion on the part of yourself and 
faculty and on the strength of this assurance 
placed an order with the Royal Mint for the 
required number of medals_ lie have not since heard 
from you as to whether or not the contest 
was held but assuming that it was we are sending 
under separate cover the gold, silver and bronze 
medals struck for your University. 

The National Executive placed no 
restrictions on the contest other than that 
the subjects covered should relate as nearly 
as possible to Confederation or some allied 
sub~ect bearing on the developement of the C)untry. 
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If you have not yet held the contest and if 
it is the vi ew of your faculty that it \l ould 
not be convenient to hold it, the Netior~l 
Executive would be pleased if you would accept 
the medals as worthy of a place in the University 
Archives as coa~emorative of the great historic 
event celebrated last year. 

Yours truly, 

Cowan, 
Secretary. 



O. G. owan t sq. , 
104 ollington Stro t. 
otta la, Ont. 

Dear 're Co,sn:-

J nu ry 19th. 1928. 

L t okno.10 g reoeipt of 
your lotter ot J nuary 13th 1th reference to tho 
biwtory conto ts in oonnectlon lth the ce1ebr tion 
of the Diamond Jubileo of Cont deration. 

o gave very notice to the 
stu ents of this Gnirer ity nd roceived om ass ys, 
but, frankly, ld not oon Idor they w r good 
enough to orit n a~ard and 0 no med le giv n 
out. The cod Is rrived a short tine ago e 
very much regr t that they w re not ion. 'ould 
like 11th your pormission to put thom up for further 
camp tition in ny one at tho follo ing thr 0 subjects: 

(a) Oanada's contribution to political progress. 
lb) Cannda's contribution to soiontific progress. 
(0) Canada's contribution to economic progress. 

It you consider this an improper 
use, I shall, of course, take no further action, but 
deposit the medals in our 'useum uith our grateful 
th nks to the Diamond Jubilee Oommittee. 

Yours faithfully. 

Princ ipal. 
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MR. TOM MOORE 
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104 WELLINGTON STREET, 
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HON. MR. JUSTICE RINFRET 
MRS. H. H. ROWATT 
MME. RENE: DE SALABERRY 
MR. E. H. SCAMMELL 
HON. J. D. ST£WART 
MR. WAL TER THOMPSON 
MRS. J. A. WILSON 

January 26, 1928. 

Sir rthur 1. Currie, G.C.~·.G., =~.C.B. 
Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
I.:cGill Uni versi ty, 
Montreal, Quebec. 

Dear Sir ilrthur: 

I h~ve yours of the 19th i~sta~t and 
note your COID!.lent re the medal~ 'Jresented b~r the 
IIatio'1ul : xecuti ve in 8onnectio ~7 Lth the History 
conte,st '_rl ::cGill Unl vers ity. In reply I may 
say tnut ':rhatevcr yourself Yld ? a cul ty agree to 
will be absolutely acceptable to the lfutinnal 
Executive. If vou decide to re-onen the contest 
the sub jects sugeested by you .lOui d seem to be 
very appropriate. You ~.av rest assured ;hat "'lh 'le 
the ExecltLve prefer to have the medp~~on by ~ 
students- any disposition that your acul ty '"".ay ,.aks 
of them rill be satisfactory here. 

Yours Sincerely, 

C.G. Cowan 
Honorary Secretary. 

{' 



11 r 

or 

u.t c 

11 

lcl., 

....... ''' .. i ... ion. 

et'(:til.uate,a 1);nlC,eaa.iDB 0 



CABLE ADDRESS:' MOUNTROYAL 

MOUNT ROYAL HOTEL 
THE UNITED CHAIN 

MONTREAL,CAN THE MOUNT ROYAL ROCHESTER,N,Y, THE RQCHE$TER TORONTO CAN KING EOWARD HOTEL 
HAMILTON CAN ROYAL CONNAUGHT 

ROCHESTER,N Y THE SENECA 
ERIE,PA THE LAWRENCE DIRECTION vVlNDSOR CAN PRINCE EDWARO HOTEl 

AKRON.OHIO. THE PORTAGE 
WORCESTER MASS. THE BANCROn 
ALBAN'f. N Y THE TEN EVCK 
UTlCA,N,Y HOTEL UTICA 
ST JOHN. N,B.CAN THE ADMIRAi.. BUTIY 
NEW YORK CITY, THE ROOSEVELT 

F"UNT MICH. THE DURANT 
HARRISBURG. PA THE PENN HARRIS 
TRENT ON. N rJ. THE STACV TRENT 
NEWARK NJ. THE ROSERT TREAT 
SYRACUSE.N,Y THE QNONDAGA 
SEATTLE,WASHINGTON. THE OLYMPIC 
PHllAOElPI'fIA,PA THE BENJAJoIIN FRANKUN • NIAGARA F'ALLS,N Y THE NIAGARA PATERSON,N . ..J, THE ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

VERNON G CARDY 
MANAC NG 0 RECTO~ 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGill University, 
Montreal. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

( OPEN MAY TO SEPTEMBER) 
THE ClIFTON"NIAGARA FALLS. CAN 

MONTREAL April 21, 1927 
CANAOA 

I read the different articles in your address before 
the Electrical Club of Montreal at the ~ueens Hotel , 
in both the Star and the Gazette, with a great deal of interest, regarding the criticism of the Diamond 
Jubilee Commdttee and your remarks may cause them to take some immediate action in some manner. 

I notice that you suggest pageants and urge tnis mode of celebration and as people will no doubt be willing to spend their thousands in fancy dress for amusement, but why not go much further and endeavor to educate the youth of the Dominion to respect the flag and know its meaning as is done in the United States. 

From infancy the children of the United States are 
taught to respect and salute the flag (Stars and 
Stripes) and every school in the country is provided with a flag, or flags. The children are lined up 
each morning and afternoon before entering class and marched to theiaz different class rooms and twice each day each child is taught to salute the flag, and, no doubt, Sir, you have noticed on many, many occasions 
the fruit of this teaching. 

I venture to state that ten percent of our schools in 
Canada do not possess a Union Jack, especially in the 
rural districts, and as asuggestion would it not be a 

OF AMERICA 
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SEATTLf.,WASHINGTON. THE OLYMPIC 
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VERNON G CARDY 
MANA.GING ... R[CTOR 

PATERSON,N.,;. Tt;E ALEXANDER HAMILTON 

OPEN MAY TO SEPTEMBER) 

THE CLlFTON"NIAGARA FALLS, CAN. 

MONTREAL 
CANADA 

move in the right direction of education to have the 
Jubilee Committee take Some action in this behalf, 
either by furniShing flags to each school or 
recommending all school boards to purchase flags and 
have the Union Jack float on July 1st from the 
Atlantic to the Pacific. 

I take the liberty, as a Canadian citizen, of drawing 
this matter to your attention,being considered one of 
our fathers of education,and as a suggestion coming 
from you would have a remarkable effect on the Diamond 
Jubilee COmmittee, should my suggestion meet with your 
views and approval,as a staunch Canadian. 

Premier Mackenzie King stated in the House of Commons 
"that we trust that the commemoration will lend added 
inspiration to the patriotic fervor of our people and 
afford a clearer vision of our aspirations and ideals, 
to the end that from sea to sea there may be developed 
a robust Canadian spirit,and in all things Canadian a 
profound national unity.a 

Believe me to be, 
Sir, 

715 Union Bank Building, 
Ottawa, Ont. 

OF AMERICA 



HALL : UPrOWN 5168 

UNDER THE DISTINGUISHED PATRONAGE 

OF THEIR EXCELLENCIES THE 

DUKE AND DUCHESS OF DEVONSHIRE 

EARL AND CoUNTESS GREY 

EARL AND CoUNTESS M INTO 

EARL AND COUNTESS OF ABERDEEN 

MODERN DANCI'IG 

BALLET AND TOE DANCING 

CLASSICAL, RUSSIAN, 

STAGE. CHARACTERISTIC. 

NATIONAL HISTORICAL 

ECCENTRIC 

AND STEP DANCING OF EVERY 

DESCRIPTION TAUGHT WITH RAPIDITY. 

EVENING CLASSES 

FOR ADULTS 

AFTERNOON CLASSES 

FOR JUVENILES AND 

YOUNG LADIES. 

PRIVATE CLASSES 

INSTRUCTED 

PRIVATE LESSONS 

10 A.M. TO 9 P.M. ALL YEAR 

ASSEMBLY DANCES 

MONDAY . WEDNESDAY. SATURDAY 

9 P.M . 

LADY ASSISTANTS 

LARGE (AND SMALLER) HALL TO RENT 

BY THE DAY OR EVENING. 

SUPPER ROOM ACCOMODATES 

500 PEOPLE. 

3 CHECK ROOMS WITH 1200 

NUMBERED BOXES. 

6 LARGE DRESSING ROOMS. 

HOT AND COLD WATER. 

STAGE. SCENERY. ETC. 
TABLES FOR EUCHRE. 

ESTABLISHED 1887 RESIDENCE WESTMOUNT 7210 

NO. 92 STANLEY STREET 

DANCING AND DEPORTMENT 

PROF. FRANK H . NORMAN. SR .. PRINCIPAL 

MONTREAL, P.Q. , 

,. (THE/ RIGINAL) 

.. ~fuu.,.. .2 / ~~ ? . 
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Frank n. No~man, Esq., 
92 Stanlay Stroet. 
ontraal. "ue. 

Dear S lr:-

April 22nd, 1927. 

I beg to aoknow1 dg receipt o~ 
your latter o~ the 21st of AprIl. 

1 hav known for some tirn that 
the I. O. D. • had undertaken the pr sentatlon 
of pageants. Do doubt theirs will be a very 
comm n~able e~tort and what one al.aye xpects 
from uch a loyal and patriot 0 body. I am sure 
1 ish them all su~o s, but wha~ I 70uld like 
to sea would be Gomothlng done on July 1st. 

Yours £althtully, 

Prinoipal. 
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RESIDENCE and STUDIO 
76 MAIN STREET 

05tawa East 

HAMILTON MacCARTHY 
ARTIST SCULPTOR 

, R.e.A. 

OTTAWA,. ONTARJO 
PHONE C 1662 W 

IN EUROPE 
IN MARBLE AND BRONZE 
AT WINDSOR CASTLE 
AT KING'S P CORPORATIO~~;'E'L~~~~~ELS 
MERCHA.. .... T TAYLOR'S HAL 
FISlD10NGER'S HALL L, 
CLOTHWORKER'S HALL 
THE CARLTON CLUB ' 
LIVERPOOL, MANCHESTER 
GLASGOW, EDINBURGH. ' 

EXHIBITOR AT R 
and LECTURER OYAL ACADEMY on the FINE ARTS 
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HERBERT MARLER 701 Transportation Building, 
Montreal, 4th May 1927. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie,G. C.I,~.G. ,K.C.B., 
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
MoGi11 University, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Dear Sir Arthur, RE DIAMOND JUBILEE CELEBRATIOn: 

In this matter I am obliged to you for your 

letter of the 30th of April last enclosing copy of letter from 

Mr. Hobert A. Sibbitt. This letter I have sent forward to the 

Staff of the General Committee asking that the matter be given 

every attention. 

I am entirely in accord with your suggestion 

in this regard as also with that of 1ft. Sibbitt but sometimes 

what appears to be an extremely simple matter to accomplish ow­

ing to our school system and divergent thoughts and interests 

in some regards particularly in the Province of Quebec it is 

very difficult to accomplish what seems to be at first a simple 

matter. I need have no hesitation however in telling you that 

at the base of all our work as regards the Diamond Jubilee we 

are emphasizing patriotism, love for country and the Empire. 

I have been intending for some little while 

past to see you in this regard. I was extremely sorry when I 

read your statement in the "Montreal Gazette" on the 21st of 

April last because I did not think it was entirely realized by 

you all that the Committee had accomplished and I have been try-
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Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G., K.C.B. 4th May 1927 

ing to prepare a statement ever since your statement as to what 

the Committee has effected but owing to great pressure in other 

directions I have been unable to do so. It is only fair however 

to state that the National Committee cannot for one moment be ex­

pected to take charge of the celebrations in the various Provinces. 

The function of the National Committee must tend to be in the di­

rection of assistance in indicating what should be done but not 

to take charge of provincial demonstrations. To do that we have 

been in touch with all the Provincial G~ents and all the gov­

ernments outside of the Province of Quebec are now actively en­

gaged in arranging demonstrations. In the Province of uebec some 

difficulties for your private information I might say have develop­

ed largely on account of the Province being about to have a gen­

eral election which is now in progress. The matter has been taken 

up with I~r. Taschereau and Vigorously taken up by me and others. 

Insofar as the National Committee is concerned it has 

accomplished a great deal of work. I have not seen any very great 

support from Montreal papers as yet towards aiding the Diamond 

Jubilee Celebration. Those papers have had full access to all our 

proceedings but their publicity where given has been meagre ex­

cepting where criticism has ensued. 

I am extremely sorry I have not had the opportunity 

of discussing this matter at leneth with you but you can rest as-
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Sir Arthur N. Currie, G.C.:.r.G.,K.C.B. 4th May 1927 

sured that I for one am doing my very best and I am confident 

that your ideas and mine are in entire accord. 

very truly, 



HERBERT MARLER 

(Personal) 

701 Transportation Bui1ding
9 Montreal, 6th Uay 1927. 

Sir Arthur W. Currie, G.C.M.G. ,K. C.B., 
The Principal and Vice-Chancellor, 
HcGill University, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Dear Sir Arthur, RE DIAlWUD JUBILEE CELEBRATION: 

The report in "The Gazette!! this morning as 

regards the Diamond Jubilee Celebration might lead you to think 

that my statement of yesterday was in part in answer to your re­

marks as contained in "The Gazette rr of Thursday, the 21st of 

April last. Such was not my intention. I only discussed the 

matter in general terms. I want to remove any idea which might 

enter your mind that your own opinions and mine are in conflict. 

They are not. I cannot think of two people whose opinions are 

more in accord than your ovm and mine and I hope you will com-

pletely realize that. 

personal regards. 

Yours very truly, 



PUBLISHERS 
/7qSlv1~ ~<-4., ~ ~V TELEPHONE: MAIN 6666 BA~S LIMITED 

CANADA LIFE BUILDING 

MONTREAL 

w. C. Greig Esq., 
Fraser Building, 
Q,ueen Street, 
ottawa, Onto 

Dear Sir, 

The gentlemen associated with the Federal Printers in 
publishing the review of the progress Canada has made 
in the past sixty years are K.A. Morrison, John S. 
Gzowski, J.G. Maclaren, A.H. Bartlett, W.G. Bell; 
Charles Cooling of La Presse, is the Editor-in-Chief; 
E.C. Cleaver, Publisher, Associate Editor. All 
British born subjects, having no connection whatsoever 
outside of Canada. 

Under seyarate cover I am forwarding you a sample copy 
of the Edition De Luxe that will oe issued, it being 
distinctly understood that we are also getting out a 
cheaper edition for general distribution. 

There are 200 pages in this book which we figure on 
alloting as follows: Federal Government 30 pages; 
Quebec 20 pages; Ontario 20 pages; British Columbia 
15 pages; !tiberta 12 pages; Saskatchewan 15 pages; 
Manitoba 12 pages; New Brunswick 10 pages; Nova Scotia 
10 pages; Prince Edward Island 6 pages; RailYlays 20 
pages; Canadian Manufacturers Association 10 pages; 
Boards of Trade 10 pages; Mining in Canada 10 pages. 

Yours truly, 

THE FEDERAL PRINTERS, 



A. H. Bartlett, Eso., 
C/o. Baars Limited. 
179 St. James Street. 
l!ontreal. 

Dear or. Bartlett:_ 

Uay 6 t h t 1927. 

I have given further consideration 
to the matter we lscus~ed yesterday morning. and 1 
th1nk at the present time the natter Is too 1nde t l n.s..te 
for me to associate nyself with it. 

in your '9:f'forta. 
I am sura I wish you all SUCC&88 

Yours faIthfully, 

Prinoipal. 

. \ 
, < 



Hon. Herbert 'arler, 
701 Transportation Building, 
ontr aI, Que. 

Dear r. IIarler:-

ltay 9th, 1927. 

Let me so'.no\'lledge with thanks 
your communication of the 6th o~ ~~y. 

The roport in the G~z tt mIght 
indicate to some that your stntement was in answer 
to my oritioal romarks, beeaus~ at the beginn1ng of 
the report reference ~as ~ade to what I said. 1 
take no objection whatever to what you saId, nor to 
the way in which you said it. 1 was very pleased 
that you were able to tell us ~hat so Much had been 
done and I m sure the ~u lio were equally pleas d. 

Cordially reoiprocatlng your 
Cood wishes and hoping thnt the celebration ill be 
1n every way worthy of the occasion, I am, 

Yours fa1thfully, 



LOUIS CARRIER t5 CO 
Publishers 

AT THE MERCURY 

Gen. Sir Arthur Currie, 
McGi1l University, 
r.1ontrea1. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

2055 UNIVERSITY STREET. 

MONTREAL. CANADA 

TEL.: LANCASTER 7397 

October 24, 1927. 

In my capacity as Manuscript 
Editor of the St.James Literary Society, it is 
my privilege ~o ask vou for a copy of the 
inspiring address which you delivered before 
the Society on the 18th instant. This copy 
will be filed in the Archives of the Society. 

Your address proved to be one 
of t~e most interesting ever presented to the 
Society, and, ps you viII remember, incited 
an unusual amount of discussion. OL similar 
occasions in the past, I have published at my 
own expense such addresses: for instance, one 
by Sir Henry Thornton, And last year's Presi­
dential address by the Hon. Justice Surveyer. 
Would you al1 0 w me to publish your address on 
Confederation? I can assure you that it would 
be given a suitable typographical dress. 

Sincerely yours, 

LC/H Louis Carrier 



Louis Carrier, Dsq., 
2055 University Street, 
'ontreal, ~ue. 

Dear Ur. Carrler:-

October 27th, 1927. 

I am very glad to send you 
a copy of my address before the St. James 
Literary Society. I have no objection to your 
publishing it if you think it north while. 

'1th all good wishes to you 
personally and hoping thnt you are getting on 
well, I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

J 



LOUIS CARRIER ~ CO 
Publishers 

AT THE MFRCURY 

Sir Artrur Curr1e, 
McGilJ University, 
Montreal, P.Q. 

Dear Sir Arthur:-

2055 UNIVERSITY STREET, 

MONTREAL, CANADA 

TEL,: LANCASTER 7397 

November 8, 1927. 

I am sorry that ~y absence from town has 
prevented earlier acknowled~ent of your kind letter of 
October 27. I am grateful to you for your kindness in allow­
ing me to publish your address before the St.Ja~es Literary 
Society. I am just leaving town for a short trip, but upon 
my return I shall complete errang~ments for the publ shing 
of your address in pamphlet form. 

I am part cularly ~rateful for your kind 
interest in me personally, ~n intp.rest which has encouraged 
me very considerably in the past. It will interest you to 
learn that I am now devoting my time entirely to puhli~hing, 
and that I have as ~s~oc~a~es: Mr. PRul Gouin, son of Sir 
Lomer Gouin, and Mr. Alan S. Isles, formerly with the Yale 
University Press. 

We are planning several interesting ven­
tures, an~ trust tha~efore long we will he ahle ' to prove 
that the interest and encouragement of such distinguished 
Canadians as yourself, ~ere not misplaced. 

Sincerely yours, 

LC/H Louis C rrier 



DOCKET ENDS: 



DOCKET STARTS: 



MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

MONTREAL 

REGISTRAR ' S OFFICE 

ecei ved fro L ~:rs . .c:Mu.rray six assort ed medal s, 

t·/o p:old, t 10 silver, a'1.d t ~o bronze , to be deposited 

in the "1'1,-,i.strar ' s Office vault. 

Registrar 



F"CULTY OF ARTS 

DEPARTMENT OF ENGLISH 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 
MONTREAL 

December ?, 1932. 

Sir Arthur Currie, 
Principal, McGill University. 

Dear Sir Arthur: 

In the opinion of the Department of English, it 
would be well to re-open the Confederation Essay 
Contest, as you suggest. The subjects mentioned 
in your letter as suitable for discussion are 
very appropriate J -

A. Canada's Contribution to Political Progress. 

B. Canada's Contribution to SCientific Pro~ress. 

C. Canada's Contribution to Economic Progress. 

We suggest that you add to the above sUbjects:--

D. Sir John Macdonald and Confederation. 

E. Joseph Howe and Confederation. 

F. George Brown and Confederation. 

G. Quebec's Part in Confederation. 

We suggest further that essays should be limited to five 
thousand words in length. 

Yours faithfully, 

~~ 
Chairman of the Department of English. 

CM:EE 



Inter-department Correspondence 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

frculty of ~rts ~nd Science 
Office of t~e De~n 

Sir Arthur Clrrie, G.C.~ . G., 

Princi:~:ml , 
rcGill :Jnivel'sity. 

J'y deer Principal, 

December 22, 1932. 

I h~ve receive ri yo~r letter of Dece~bcr 15th 

referring to the Confeder"1tion .~edpls offered by the NatiOD{ 1 Comrri t+ee 

pnn I nust sqy trrt it is exceedin~ly ~ilficult ~or me to offer you any 

hel"'lful f1!1swer. 

]'l'ankly, I do not think thnt ttese medr Is rnd tr ese 

sub:ects would E'ttract any very serious conpetition amongst 0ur best 

stude"lts . I t h~s been cp~frent to ne :or several years past thet our 

students ·rre not intrrested in competinr for P1edels or even for l)ecuniary 

schol'rshi.'1s for the sa~e of any schol"lstic distinction or honour which the 

awerd of sc~olErehips or rr.e~~ls mqy bring with them. Sometimes, too , 

I do not (VE-n l:llDrle the~ ~o!' tt.is H tti tude h"v inr in mind tl~e way some of 

our 'Jremier scr .. olarships have been ~warded in the p2.st . Our students will 

compete snlendidly ;or the .lUyse uc:.ohrs:,ips , '!:or exa;ple, or for any 

sir: illir sC'1ohrsh::'ps v.rl- ich will help them to pur SUIl tteir chosen studies 

freely, but not :for any other nurpose . 

I need not add, however , thrt if you decide to of'1'er 

these nE-d- 1s for cOMnetition [Bain I she!l be very ?leased to do everything 

i'1 ny povrer to 'l1"lke the conpeti tion a credi t· b1e one .~ 

Yours very t:t J!.I I- '~R IL 1-
Dean 



anu ry 10, 1933. 

Dean Ira A. aOKay, 
aoulty ot rt and Sclene • 

y de r D n oKay , 

.ith further refer nee to th Cont eeration 
essays, I have decided th t it Is best to offer th ed Is for 
eomp titlon onc more. ~h e bers of the lstory D p rtrnent 
feel thnt ther ill b n inter t on the part ot their students 
it the subJeot ar 0 thl g follow:_ 

Th Dev lop nt of feder nd provinei 1 po r bet en 
1861 and 1900. 

The Influence of the Unit d St t on Conf d ration. 
Ho f r has eontompor n ous critic! m of th Briti h 

Torth Ameria ot been provod valid ineo. 
he ovo-ution of politio 1 ftrtl0 nine Conf d r ton. 

R clprocity b t -n IS 7 nd 1911. 
Th buildin of the at b t n the Brit! h orth 

A erie et and Sir Cllfford Sifton. 

mhe D P rtrnont of n 11 h ugge t d:-

Sir John l odon ld and Oonfeder ion. 
Joseph Howe nd Conte er tion. 
Georg Bro nand Confeder tion. 
Quebec's Part in Cont deration. 

Cnd' 
Jana 
C nad ' 

h suggestions in 1928 er:-

Oontribution to Politio 1 Progr 
Contribution to Soientifio Progre • 
Contribution to eonomie Progre 8. 

~111 you kindly confer ith these 
and boil the subjeot down to, ay, sia in all. and let 
list? 

o Depar tme n t 
e have th 

I am limiting the essays to five thou Qnd ord 
and suggesting th t they should he suhm1tt d to the Registrar on or 



2. 

befor April 15th. the rosults to be announoed 
Those eligible are undergraduates and grad ates 
asters D grees during the prosent s ssion. 

t the "ay Convooation. 
rooeeding to the 

I think that . should get thl matter settled 
at onoe 0 th t th tudents may hav enough time to rite the 
e 

Yours faithfully, 

Prinoipal. 



J nter-department Correspondence 

Faculty or Arts and Science 
Office of the Dean 

To Dr. Macmi11an 
and Dr. Fryer. 

Dear Dr. 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

~anuary 12, 1933. 

I am enclosing a copy of a letter from the Principal 

dated the lOth instant, and I suggest that you give me five or six of the 

su~jects referred to in the Principal's letter at your earliest convenience. 

I .ay also add the following notes:-

1. This is a legal subject and would require a careful reading 
of all the principal decisions on Sections 91 and 92 of the B.N.A. 
Act since 1867. I am familiar with this field and I do not think 
that a student essay at the present time would make any contribution 
to legal opinion on this subject. 

2. This subject is a little ambiguous. It may meen (a) a com­
paris'n of the B.N.A. Act and the American Constitution - quite an 
old-fashioned subject - or (b) the influence of life in the United 
States on Canadian life both before and after 1867 - a much larger 
subject. 

3. I do not understand the significance of this subject. MOst 
criticism of the B.N.A. Act has been of a legal eharacter and the 
subject therefore only really lends itself to legal students. There 
has, no doubt, been some lay criticism, but most of it is distinetly 
superficial unless the writer is fu~ly acquainted with the decisions 
of the courts. 

4. This subject does not seam to me to lead very far. I do not 
think there really has been any very fundamental evolution of the two 
parties since 1867. It is very difficult to discover now where the 
two parties h'.ve really wholly differed on any political principle. 

5. This a very important subject but the writer would have to be 
familiar with Hansard and the Canadian Prees during the elections of 
'86, '90, '$6 and 1911, and this means a lot of reading. The history 
of this subject, too, is pretty well knuwn by every Canadian interested 
in affairs not under fifty years of age. 

6. I think this subject should read "The Building of the West 



J nter-department Corre3pondence 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

2. 

between 1867 and 1897". I have never understood why the name of Sir 
Clifford Sifton should be brought so prominently into this discussion. 
All thllt Sifton really· did was to promote the settlement of several groups 
of Middle Europeans on the Prairies, and I doubt very much if this was 80 

important as we someti3es think. The period from 1900 to 1913 was a 
period of extraordinary emigration from Europe and Canada really only 
received its share of this migration. The West, therefo~e, would 
undoubtedly have been settled no matter whether Sifton ha4,been inister 
of the Interior or not. Indeed some of his ideas may have stood in 
the way of homesteading in the West by more desirable immigrants. 

7. This is a perennial subject but perhaps a little old-fashioned. 
No one yet, I think, has eve~ written a true historical biographical 
portrait of Sir ~ohn. 

8. and 9. These are both excellent subjects and lend themselves easily 
to interesting political biography. 

10. This is, I should think, with aeference, the best subject of all. 
All English-speaking students of Canadian affairs and Canadian history 
should be constantly aware of the position of Quebec in the Dominion. 
Probably the essay would turn upon the influence of Cartier and Laurier. 

11, 12, 13. These sutjects appear to me to be too general for careful 
study although I think that Canada's "international position" would 
make a very pertinent subject at pres.nt. Our international relations 
with Europe, including Great Britain on the one hand *nd the Sino­
~apanese problem on the other and the United States of America on the 
south, is becoming exceedingly acute &nd possibly dangerous. 

Yours very truly, 

Sgd. Ira A. MacKay 

Dean 



Inter-tiepartment Co"espondence ~ 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

Faculty of Arts and Science 
Department of History 

Dear Dean Ma cKe y , -

January 13th, 1933. 

Replying to your note of the 12th instant, 

wi th its requeE,t that the History Department select for a Con-

federation Essay five or six of the topics listed in the Prin-

cipal's letter to you of the 10th. instant, let me say that 

Professor Adair and I, after looking over the list, agreed to 

choose five of the subjects only, and to word them in the form 

of general test questions. 

The questions are on the separate sheet 

attached. 

Yours very truly, 

Sgd: C.E. Fryer 

Dean Ira A. MacKay, 

Faculty of Arts and Science. 



1 nier.deparlmeni Correspondence 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

QUESTIONS SUGGESTED FOR A CONFEDERATION :ESSAY 

I. The British North America Act was subjected to considerable 

contemporary criticism. To what extent has this criticism 

been justified by subsequent events? 

11. The proximity and the example of the United States:- how did 

these two influences contribute to the bringing about of Con­

federation? 

Ill. Discuss Canada's experience with the party system of government 

since Confederation. 

IV. To what extent has Confederation influenced the development ot 

the West? 

V. Discuss ~uebec as a special problem imposed upon the statesmen 

who shaped the British North America Act. 

--------------



Inter-department Correspondence CoPy. 

McGILL UNIVERSITY 

Faculty of Arts and Science January 16, 1933. 
Department of English 

Dr. Ira MacKey, 
Dean of the Faculty of Arts, 
Arts Building, 
McGill University. 

Dear Dean W~cKay: 

With reference to your letter of January 12th, the Department of 
English begs to suggest that you select from the thirteen topics 
mentioned in the Principal's letter to you six subjects which in 
your judgment would be suitable for the Confederation essays. 
The department is in agreement with your COI"J1TIents on the first 
six topics, all of which seem to us to be too technical and too 
difficult for adequate treutment in a brief essay. With reference 
to topic seven., "Sir John Macdonald and Confederation", we had in 
mind not so much "a true historical, biographical portrait of Sir 
John", as your letter interprets it, but tather a discussion of 
Sir John's careful preparation of the various sections of the 
country previous to the actual conferences, the difficulties he 
had to overcome, his discussions with the British authorities and 
his disappointment with their reaction, his original plan, and 
the subsequent changes etc., etc. 

I am, 

Fa1thfullyyours, 

Sgdl Cyrus l!tacmillan 

Ohairman of the Department of English. 

CM:EE 



An S 9;3 Compet1tion 1 open to undergraduates in a.~ f ~lty or to 
graduate stud ta proceeding to the st rls degr • 

o Gold. wo SUver. and Two ron Is are offered. 

flY one of t following subjects cay elected, 

1. h Inf1uenc of t e rle Con titatlon on the 
llaki of the rltlBh orth America Aet, 1867. 

2. he Party System of Government in Canada slne 
Co~ deration. 

3. Confederati n d tbe Development of astern Canada 
tr 1867 to 1900. 

4. rt in the Con! oration Agreements. 

5. 

6. Gorge Brown and Co feder tlon. 

t not axee d b,OOO ord •• 

s ay. u-st dad in to the egi trar on, or fore, prll 15th, 1933. 



11 1'5 1 



I nter-Jeparlment CorruponJence 

• 

Faculty of Arts and Science 
Offi ce ot the Dean 

MCGILL UNIVERSITY 

Sir Arthur Currie, G.C.M.G., 
Principal, 

MaGi1l University. 

My dear Principal, 
Confederation Essays 

January 17, 1933. 

Referring further to your lett 

,A WI~V',(P"" 
to JotJ 1,1"., Ilo~ 

loth instant I am Dr. Macmillan 

and Dr. Fryer dated the 12th dated the 

13th and 16th instant, and I subjects:-

1. The Influence of th on the Making 
of the British North America Act, 1867. 

2. The Party System of Government in Canada since 
Confederation. 

3 •. Confederation and the Development of Western 
Canada trom-186? to 1900. 

-\-k~ 

4. Q,uebec's Part in"Confederation.~1y ('(1 "'c .. ~ 

5. Joseph Howe and Confederation. 

6. George Brown and Confederation. 

Yours very sincerely, 

1~ 
Dean 

Encls.3. 



Mc:GII .. L UNIVERSITY. 

MONTREAL 

PRINCIPAL'S OFFCE 

The Registrar. 

'rere a.ny essays receiN.:ed 

in the Confederation contest 

for the medals? 

D.McM 

April 11. 



DOCKET ENDS: 
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