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The Dialectics of the Israeli-Arab Dispute:

Apocalyptic Politics

In the thirties, it was often
remarked that on a Saturday
afternoon ‘“‘one can see the en-
tire Second Internationale strol-
ling along the seashore of Tel
Aviv'’-—an hyperbole, perhaps,
but surely indicative of the
socialist excitement that ani-
mated the Zionist community.
Consonant with this spirit are
its massive Socialist achieve-
ments from the communes
(kibbutzim) to the formidable
labor federation (the Hista-
drut). Yet the Zionists have
been increasingly identified
with the “imperialistic” and
oppressive forces in the com-
munity of man. It has been al-
leged that their socialist
achievements are invalidated
because the Zionist settlement
implied the displacement of the
indigeneous Arab population.
Therefore, the Zionists must be
tantamount to the colons of
French North Africa, the Boers
of South — indeed are White
Men.

The Zionist claim to Pales-
tine is two-fold: phylogenetic
and demographic. The former,
an appeal to the ancestral and
religious significance of Israel
to the Jewish people, is more
frequently voiced. However,
despite the emotional appeal of
this sentiment, the Zionist read-
ily admits that it alone, al-
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though not irrelevant, repre-
sents an objectively limited
and tenuous claim to the land.
Rather, the more objective
claim is based on the demogra-
phy of the region.

After 150 years of unsuc-
cessful national resistance to
Roman colonial domination,
the Jewish commonwealth was
dismembered, The very name
“Judea” was obliterated and
the region absorbed into the
new administrative unit “Syria
Palaestina.” Although hun-
dreds of thousands of resisters
were killed and many more
banished, Jews, mostly from
the peasant class, remained in
the majority. The indigenous
Jewish population was aug-
mented by the continuous in-
flux of returning exiles. Indeed
through the centuries, the Jews
made constant efforts to re-
turn to their home, as individ-
uals or in groups. This became
increasingly difficult with the
collapse of Roman hegemony
in the Levant in the 4th cen-
tury, which opened the area to
the political chaos and brigand-
age that were to characterize
the region for the next millen-
ium. Under these conditions,
Palestine lay in economic de-
cay, discouraging settlement in
substantial numbers, Indeed,
the term “Palestine” as a geo-
political concept fell into dis-
use, and was only to be re-
vived by the British in 1917.
The Byzantines, who inherited

the Roman sceptre, sought to
colonize the Holy Land with
Christian settlers but were sin-
gularly unsuccessful. Only the
Jews, sustained by their deep
historical and ethnic ties to the
land, tenaciously remained and
endured as the single most
dominant group, well into the
Islamic period.

In the Ranks of Islam

Initially, the Islamic conquest
of “Palestine’” was seen both by
Jews and Arabs as presaging
the restoration of Jewish poli-
tical autonomy. To further this
goal, Muhammad sought out
the Jews and concluded alli-
ances with various Jewish com-
munities in the region. Conse-
quently there were thousands
of Jewish soldiers in the ranks
of the Arab armies. A contem-
porary Armenian historian
claimed that “All the remnant
of the Children of Israel joined
the Arabs, and with them made
a great host.” According to the
same historian, the leader of
this combined army wrote to’
the emperor in Byzantium, ask-
ing him to relinguish Palestine,
‘“the inheritance of the sons of
Abraham,” and to return to the
Jews “the land of their fa-
thers.”” In return, they prom-
ised that they would not do
battle on ‘territory that was
not theirs.”

The Caliphate encouraged
Jewish immigration and the
rehabilitation of Jewish com-
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munities. To maintain the Jew-
ish character of the area, the
sale of Jewish land to Muslims
was prohibited, This develop-
ment, however, was suddenly
halted by political changes in
the Arab empire. The imperlal
capital moved from Medina to
Damascus, pushing adjacent
Palestine into the political cen-
ter of the Islamic empire and
probably investing it with a
new geo-political significance.
Thus the Caliphate found it in-
creasingly difficult to counten-
ance, both politically and a
fortiori - theologically, Jewish
dominance in the area. A series
of expulsions and discrimina-
tory legislation followed. Arab
soldiers were given sequestered
Jewish land on which to settle.
Nonetheless, Arab historians,
for example Ya’qubi and Ibn-
Hawagqgal, testify that Arabs did
not constitute a majority even
in this period, This was perhaps
remedied by the 11th century
Caliph Al Hakim with his pro-
gram of coercive Arabization:
Jews (and Christians) were
faced with the choice of con-
version or the sword. [Paren-
thetically, it is of interest to
note that present-day Muslims
of the Hebron region are
known ethnically as Jews by
the neighboring Arabs.] Al-
though Al-Hakim's decrees
were annulled after his death,
they unequivocally depleted the
Jewish population. A Palestin-
ian Jewish poet of the time de-
scribed the forlorn mood of his
people, “As a poor man clam-
oring at the gates, a bird’s soul
trapped in a boy's hand.” Jews,
however, remained compara-
tively numerous in the Galilee,
even during the tumultuous
years of the Crusades. Under
the Mamelukes, who ruled the
region from the defeat of the
Crusaders to the Ottoman con-
quest in 1517, Palestine was
kept economically and demo-
graphically stagnant. To lessen
the chances of Christian inva-
sion, the Mamelukes destroyed
all the country’s harbors, thus
effectively cutting Palestine off
from its world. Nonetheless, in
the 16th century, a wave of
thousands of Jewish refugees
from the Spanish Ingquisition
succeeded in joining the lang-
uishing Jewish communities in
Palestine,

Jewish Influx

The Otiomans had severely
circumscribed Jewish residence

in Palestine; for a while, Jeru-
salem had a quota of 300 Jew-
ish households. With the poh‘tx-
cal ascendancy of some Jewish
families in Constantinople,
these restrictions were some-
what lessened, such that by
1741, 10,000 Jews resided in
Jerusalem,

In the 17th and 18th cenfury,
a period of intense Messianic
expectation, thousands of Jews
made their way to Palestine.
The majority of them, however,
were elderly pilgrims who
came to spend their last days
awaiting the Redemption in the
Holy Land. It is understand-
able that the Turks permitted
this type of immigration,
though comparatively Ilarge,
since it did not entail the threat
of establishing a self-perpetu-
ating community.

Napoleon’s army found an
abjectly poor and underpopu-
lated Palestine, estimating their
number at 250,000 of which
10,000 were Jews. In the 1830's
Mehemet Ali, the pasha of
Egypt, whose armies tempor-
arily dominated Ottoman Syria,
had considerable numbers of
Egyptian fellahin and Druze
immigrate to Palestine, where
they founded mew villages,
mainly in the southern coastal
plain and the Hula Valley. It
has been estimated that “in
1882 no more than about 106,-
000 settled Moslems had more
than a half-century connection
with the country (ecf. ESCO
Report, Yale University, 1947).
In any case, on the eve of the
First Zionist Congress, in 1897,
were 240,000 settled Arabs,
150,000 Bedouin and 65,000
Jews in the area to be desig-
nated ‘“Palestine” under the
British Mandate (an area which
was 5 times larger than the
area constituting the Israel of
the 1949 Armistice).

Claim to Palestine

Clearly one cannot speak of
the discontinuity of the Jewish
settlement in Palestine. Nor
can we deny a priori the legiti-
macy of national self-determi-
nation for the Jews in Pales-
tine. This claim is even more
cogent if we consider that the
Jews were the only group that
considered Palestine as a geo-
political entity, their national
home. At the birth of the Bri-
tish mandate. Palestine was
known to most Arabs as Sour-
iya Janoubiya — “Southern
Syria.”” This is not to impugn

Arab economic, cultural, and
even national claims to Pales-
tine. We merely wish to indi-
cate that the Jewish nation de-
serves to share Palestine with
the Arab people, especially
when one considers that the
area that the Zionist pioneers
settled in was largely desolate
and uninhabited, while the la-
ter state of Israel, as already
mentioned, constituted less
than one fifth of mandate Pal-
estine, In 1922, a British cen-
sus recorded that 182,000 Arabg
lived in the area that was later
to constitute the state of Israel
of 1949 Armistice. Further, we
may note, that as early as 1900,
more than 60% of Jerusalem’s
population was Jewish,

The question still remains
whether Jewish settlement as
inspired by the Zionist ideal,
displaced Arabs in any signifi-
cant proportions,

A Royal Commission inguiry
of 1936 reported that no niore
than several hundred Arab
families had been displaced by
the sale of land to the Jews;
most of these families were
adequately compensated and
had resettled in other parts of
Palestine. To its amazement the
Commission concluded “that
Jewish land purchases did not
lead te any general displace-
ment of the Arab caltivators,
although there may have been
individual cases of landlessness
caused.” (One may note that to
accommodate Arab fears, Jew-
ish land purchase was effect-
ively halted until 1948 by the
restrictive Land Transfer Regu-
lations of 1939).

Zionist Land Policy

“The Zionist land policy, both
because of socialist sensitivities
and prudent policies, judicious-
ly avoided purchasing land
which would involve the dis-
placement of Arab peasantry.
Consequently, the majority of
the land obtained, for which,
exorbitant fees had been' paid
to Arab land owners, was ma-
larial and unarable, Until the
establishment of the state of Is-
rael, the Jews held only 11.86%
of the total cultivable area of
Palestine. The story of Hadera
is typical. This settlement, one
observer admiringly related,
had been established

“on lands which . . . seemed

to be permanently unfit for

human habitation. No Arab
village could remain for any

length of time on these fever-
ridden lands, where all ef-
forts at settlement ended in
disaster. Not a single Arab
village was to be found in
the neighborhood. The 30,000
dunams.of Hedera lands were
all a gigantic breeding-
ground for malaria infection,
and a source of danger to the
whole district. When Jewish
settlers acquired these lands,
for which they paid 600,000
gold francs, they became the
laughing-stock of the local
wiseacres, and when they ac-
tually went out to settle there
with their families amidst the
fever-infested marshes, they
were regarded as little short
of mad. True, of the 540 orig-
inal settlers, 214 perished in
the first few years, but they
have worked that miracle —
they have made the desert
blossom as the rose.” o’
Indeed, far from displacing
the Arabs, this idealistic Jew-
ish youth may be deemed re-
sponsible for a phenomenal
growth of the Arab Palestinian
population. As a United Na-
tions report of 1947 noted, “The
non-Jewish rural population in-
creased by 160,000 between
1931 and 1942, . . There was
evidently no forcing of the
rural population into the towns,
although some of the villagers
may have been attracted to the
cities by opportunities for high-
er wages.”” Overall, the Arab
population of Palestine had in-
creased by 50%. This is es-
pecially remarkable when it is
noted that before World War I,
the Arab population remained
nearly constant. This is to be
attributed to two factors: the
lowered infant mortality rate
and the increased Arab immi-
gration into Palestine. Ironic-
ally, this is the result, as a
Royal Commission reported re-
vealed, “of the improved con-
ditions brought to Palestine by
Jewish immigration. The in-
creased expenditure on health
services, the physical ameliora-
tion of the land through such
measures as swamp draining,
and the rising standard of edu-
cation and living,” and the mas-
sive expansion of the economy
and attendant growth of em-
ployment opportunities.

Arab Policy
Immigration from neighbor-
ing Arab countries of those
seeking employment in the
thriving Palestinian economy,

is a crucial demographic fac-
tor. One study concluded that
“on the eve of World War II
75% of the Arab population of
Palestine (were) either immi-
grants themselves or descend-
ants of persons who immigrated
into Palestine during the last
hundred years. . .” Clearly, the
bulk of the Arab population
was not ‘“Palestinian’” per se,
not only because many were
immigrants, but because Pales-
tine was a political fiction cre-
ated by the mandatory powers
after the First World War. Ini-
tially, Palestinian nationalism
was not distinguishable from
that of Syrian; it emanated
from Damascus and demanded
a united Syria, rejecting  the
policy of the Jewish National
Home in Southern Syria. The
first all-Arab Palestine confer-
ence in Jerusalem in 1919 sent
a resolution to the Paris Peace
Conference calling for *, . .
the establishment of a united
Syrian government within an
Arab nation.”

Only gradually did a distinct
Palestinian policy emerge, and
when it did, it was largely the
creation of the feudal effendis.
The Jewish development of-
fered a serious threat to the
dominance. of the effendis over
the peasants, The degree of de-
pendence of the peasant upon
the landlord was lessened, for
now he could be an independ-
ent wage-earner in Jewish agri-
culture or industry. To the ef-
fendis, the threat was not that
of a transference of power to
another class of colonial over-
lords. The Palestine Arab Con-
fhregs of 1925 noted with alarm

a

. . . the prevalent conditions
of the Jewish immigrant are
. . . a very fertile medium for
the propagation of commun-
istic principals, not only
among Jews, but also
amongst Arabs, as the Bol-
shevik demonstrations of
Haifa last spring [when cer-
tain Arabs, under the guid-
ance of Jews, openly flew the
red flag] has revealed. It is
now quite relevant that the
[Mandatory] govern-
ment should make a very
thorough investigation about
the social conditions of the
Jewish colonies that have
been established after the
war, . . . Our personal ex-
periences assure us that the
majority of these colonies are
typical examples of commun-

istic villages in Red Russia.
Had these conditions been
restricted to Jewish colonies,
this would have been quite a
Jewish affair, but we find
that the infectious Bolshevik
disease is penetrating day by
day into the Arab peasantry.”
Arab opposition to Zionism
was largely cultivated by reac-
tionary forces within the Arab
world, This opposition was re-
inforced by traditional concepts
of the Dhimmis, the tolerated
but inferior social position that
“Peoples of the Book” enjoyed
and of Dar as-Salaam, a type of
territorial irredentism which
claimed that all lands conquer-
ed by Muslims in former times
were the inalienable possession
of the Arab people. Christian
Arabs, also “People of the
Book”, in their desire to ex-
par:id the earlier pan-Islamic na-
tionalism into a pan-Arabism
which would inciude them-
selves, and thus once and _for
all overcome their humiliating
Dhimmi status, had adopted a
peculiarly venomous anti-
Zionist attitude. It is not sur-
prising then, that a dispropor-
tionate number .of militantly
anti-Zionist- leaders are Chris-
tian Arabs. Palestinian identity
and nationalism were virtually
born of the Arab people’s oppo-
sition to Zionism and from the
1920 anti-Jewish riots on, the
‘Arabs have refused to accom-
modate Jewish national claims.
This violent antagonism has be-
€ome preeminently mythologi-
cal, and only secondarily politi-
cal, so that various contradic-
tory ideologies have manipu-
lated and identified with it anti-
Zionism: effendi-led national-
ism allied with Hitlerite Fac-
ism; the Arab Legion, which in
fighting infant Israel, also de-
fended imperial interests; and
also the sincere socialists that
may be in the ranks of the El
Fatah. Zionism is seen as the
embodiment of all the evil
forces that confront the con-
temporary Arab world: Bolshe-
vism, capitalism, imperialism,
tribalism. The Arabs have made
no real effort to understand the
existential basis of Jewish
claims and thoroughly appreci-
ate Zionists’ aspirations; almost
ab initio the Jewish national
movement was seen as a chal-
lenge to pan-Arabism. The as-
sertion that previous to Zion-
ism, Arab - Jewish relations
were amiable, is misleading and



clearly calculated to obfuscate
the essential nature of the con-
flict.

The Recent Conflict

A recent el-Fatah manifesto
most clearly demonstrates the
mythology perceptions of Zion-
ism: “The Zionist existence is
the cause of all problems in the
Arab region and the cause for
the defeat of our expectations
of a new dawn for the Arab
nation. The hopes and aspira-
tions of the nation and the so-
lution of our problems can, by
no means, be achieved unless
all efforts are concerted for the
sake of liberating Palestine and
fully confronting the challenge
of the usurping enemy. The
Zionist existence is the root of
all our diseases and not one of
their consequences.” (Cited in
Bulletin # 53 of the London In-
stitute of Strategic Research)
As is typical apocalyptic poli-
tics, the Jewish state is ab-
stracted from existential real-
ity and transformed into an
hypostasis of all evil, and ergo
it is imperative that Israel be
defeated and totally obliterated
at Armageddon,

Because of this attitude, the
Arabs rejected the 1947 parti-
tion plan, accepted by the Jews,
which offered a diminutive Is-
rael and a Palestinian Arab
state. The tragedy of the Arab
refugees is a consequence of
this apocalyptic opposition to
Jewish aspirations.

Marcuse’s Feelings

Since 1949, Israel has made
110 distinet proposals for the
solution of the refugee prob-
lem, the most dramatic being
that of 1949 when Israel, con-
tingent upon the neutralization
of the Gaza Strip, which men-

acingly penetrated into the
heart of Israel, offered to re-
patriate the bulk of the Arab
refugees. As it is, Israel per-
mitted 150,000 Arabs to return,
mostly under a family reunion
scheme, But the Arabs have
dismissed all of these proposals
out of hand, for they can ac-
cept nothing short of an apoca-
lyptiec solution, which, trans-
lated to the battlefield, implies
something very close to geno-
cide. Recently, Herbert Mar-
cuse, in noting that he shared
Sartre’s deep moral repugnance
to Arab threats of politicide,
reminded a socialist audience
to take
“into consideration the reit-
erated peace-offers by Israel,
offers which the representa-
tives of the Arab world have
always rejected. [Moreover,]
one should not lose sight of
the precise, clear and pe-
sounding declaration of the
Arab spokesmen proclaiming
their will to launch a war of
annihilation against Israel.
This is a fact which dis-
pleases me terribly and, un-
happily, there is document-
ary evidence and proof of it.
This is the context in which
the preventive war [of June,
é937! can and must be justi-
ed.

(Berlin debate with Rudi
Dutschke, July 1967)

Marcuse goes on to suggest
that the *“‘ideal solution” would
be “a common front of Israel
and its Arab neighbors against
the attack of the imperialist
powers.” Israel had, in fact,
sought to forge an anti- imperi-
alist front with Egypt in 1952
after the Young Officers’ coup.
Not only did Israeli socialists
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eagerly offer to assist them in
their revolution, but the Israeli
government indicated her pre-
paredness to aid Egypt against
Great Britain, But apparently,
despite their revolutionary
ideals, Nasser and his col-
leagues could not permit them-
selves to consider Israel’s over-
tures of anti-imperialist soli-
darity.

Because of this type of Arab
intransigence, Israel was in-
ereasingly forced into a diplo-
matic cul-de-sac, from which
she has only one exit: over-
dependence upon “imperialist”
Western nations, This is not
entirely true, however, since Is-
rael has made extensive efforts
to share its socialist experience
with many nations of the Third
World, especially in black
Africa,

Ultimately, of course, a dis-
cussion of Israel’s socialist vir-

tues would be irrelevant, for
from any humane and progres-
sive perspective, a people’s
right tfo exist as a sovereign
nation is not validated by its
ideological commitments or al-
liances, It would also be myop-
ic to deny that the pain of the
Palestinian Arab is real; but, it
is a pain that is not to be as-
suaged by apocalyptic warfare.
A less mythological response to
the Jewish state, would affirm
the possibilities of a less sang-
uinary and more meaningful
resolution of the conflict. Fur-
ther, as Marcuse reminded his
socialist audience, the social
revolution is still to be had
within the Arab states — . , .
a revolution which, perhaps,
presents a more urgent and im-
perious task than the destrue-
tion of Israel.”
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AFRO-ASIAN YOUTH MOVEMENT (ANTI-IMPERIALIST)

MIDDLE EAST LECTURE SERIES

Monday November 3: '"National Liberation Struggles in Lebanon" by Emile Nugho
l1p.m. Leacock 226

Tuesday November 4: "Zionism vs. Marxism" by Professor Said Shah:
lp.m. Leacock 231

Weccesday November 5: "Middle East Through Zionist Propaganda" by Maan Ziadeh:
1p.m. Leacock 226
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Mhat do the Palestinians Want 7%
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"Palestine anc.idletnam"
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Mr., David Waines on:
"Palestine in Captivity"
Tuesday, Nov. 1%th i
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"Isrzel: The Religious Dimension" ’
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Facts & Figures Series — No. 1

DO YOU KNOVW?

Twenty Basic Facts About the

Palestine Problem
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DO YOU KNOW:

1.

THAT, when the Palestine Problem was created by
Britain in 1917, more than 909% of the population of
Palestine were Arabs?... And that there were at that
time no more than 56,000 Jews in Palestine?

THAT more than half of the Jews living in Palestine
at that time were recent immigrants, who had come to
Palestine in the preceding decades in order to escape
persecution in Europe?.. And that ‘less than 5% of
the population of Palestine were mnative Palestinian
Jews?

THAT the Arabs of Palestine at that time owned
973% of the land, while Jews (native Palestinians and
recent immigrants together) owned only 23% of the
land?

THAT, during thirty years of British occupation and
rule, the Zionists were able to purchase only 339% of
the land of Palestine, in spite of the encouragement of
the British Government?... And that much of this
land was transferred to Zionist bodies by the British
Government directly, and was not sold by Arab own-
ers?

THAT, therefore, when Britain passed the Palestine
Problem to the United Nations in 1947, Zionists
owned no more than 6% of the total land area of
Palestine?

THAT, notwithstanding these facts, the General As-
sembly of the United Nations recommended that a
«Jewish State» be established in Palestine?... And

1



that the Assembly granted that proposed «State»
about 549 of the total area of the country?

THAT Israel immediately occupied (and still occu-
pies) 80.489% of the total land area of Palestine?

THAT this territorial expansion took place, for the
most part, before 15 May 1948: i.c., before the formal
end of the British mandate and the withdrawal of
British forces from Palestine, before the entry of Arab
armies to protect Palestinian Arabs, and before the
Arab-Israeli war?

S

DO YOU KNOW:

9.

10.

il

THAT the 1947 recommendation of the General As-
sembly in favour of the creation of a «Jewish State»
was outside the competence of the Assembly under
the Charter of the United Nations?

THAT all attempts by the Arab States and other
Asian countries to have the Assembly submit the
question of «constitutionality» of its recommendation
to the International Court of Justice for an cadvisory
opinion» by the Court were rejected or ignored by the
Assembly?

THAT, when the Assembly began to experience
«second thoughts» over the matter and convened for
its second special session in 1948, it failed to reaffirm
the 1947 recommendation for the partition of Pales-
tine — thus destroying whatever dubious legality that
recommendation for the establishment of a «Jewish
State» had had?

12. THAT that original 1947 recommendation to create

133

a «Jewish State» in Palestine was approved, at the.
first vote, only by European, American and Austra-
lasian States... for every Asian State, and every Afri-
can State (with the exception of the Union of South
Africa) voted against it?.. And that, when the vote
was cast in plenary session on 29 November 1947,
urgent American pressures (which a member of the
Truman cabinet described as «bordering onto scan-
dal») had succeeded in prevailing only upon one
Asian country (the Philippines) and one African
country (Liberia), both of which had special vulnera-
bility to American pressures, to abandon their declar-
ed opposition?... And that, in other words, the «Je-
wish State» was planted at the point-of-intersection of
Asia and Africa without the free approval of amy
Middle Eastern, Asian or African country except the
Union of South Africa, itself ruled by an alien mino-

rity?

THAT Israel remained, ever since its inception, a
total stranger in the emerging world of Afro-Asia;
and that Israel has been refused admission to amy
inter-state conference of Asian, African, Afro-Asian,
or Non-Aligned States ever held?

— I —

DO YOU KNOW:
14. THAT, since the General Armistice Agreements were

signed in 1949, Israel has maintained an aggressive
policy of waging military attacks across the Armistice
Demarcation Lines, repeatedly invading the territo-
ries of the neighbouring Arab States... And that Israel

3
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16.

17

18.

has been duly rebuked, censured, or condemned for
these military attacks by the Security Council or the
General Assembly of the United Nations on eleven
occasions — five times by the Security Council and
six times by the General Assembly?

THAT no other country in the world, whether mem-
ber of the United Nations or non-member, has been
so frequently condemned by the United Nations?

THAT no Arab State has ever been condemned by
any organ of the United Nations for military attacks
upon Israel (or any other State)?

THAT, besides expelling the bulk of the Arab inha-
bitants of Palestine, and besides constantly attacking
the neighbouring Arab States, Israel has also consis-
tently harrassed the United Nations observers and
other personnel stationed along the Armistice Demar-
cation Lines: It has assassinated the first United Na-
tions Mediator and his military aide; it has detained
some truce observers; it has militarily occupied and
illegally searched the Headquarters of United Nations
personnel; and it has boycotted meetings of the Mixed
Armistice Commissions?...

THAT Israel has additionally imposed a system of
apartheid ypon the Arabs who stayed in their home-
land?... More than 909 of these Arabs live in «security

zones»; they alone live under martial law, restricting’

their freedom to travel from village to village or from
town to town; their children are denied equal oppor-
tunities for education; and they are denied decent
opportunities for work, and the right to receive «equal
pay for equal work»?

19

20.

THAT, notwithstanding the foregoing facts, Israel has
always been, and stili is, widely portrayed in the
Western press as the «bastion of democracy» and the
«champion of peace» in the Middle East?

THAT the Western Powers have persisted in declar-
ing their determination to ensure a so-called «arms
balance» in the area, as between Israel, on the one
hand, and the one-hundred million inhabitants of the
thirteen Arab States, on the other hand?.. And this
unilateral Western doctrine of so-called «arms balan-
ce» is no more reasonable than the suggestion that,
in the Cuba-U.S.A. conflict, there should be «arms
balance» as between Cuba and the United States.,. or
that the whole Continent of Africa should not be
allowed to acquire more arms than South Africa...
or that Mainland China should not be permitted to
have more arms than Taiwan... or that the military
allowed to acquire more arms than South Africa...
and that only thus can peace be safeguarded in the
Western Hemisphere, in Africa, in Asia, or in Euro-
peles
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During the week of February 17th 1970 McGill Hillel and The Canadian
Jewish Congress will be conducting a Teach-In on The Holocaust. The
program as specified is not intended to explain or give a rationale
for the Holocaust : to understand the irrational is impossible. Rather,
it attempts to treat it historically as the culmination of two millenia of
Jewish persecution in Europe and to examine the implications for
contemporary Jewry. One day will be devoted to the artistic and
literary expressions arising from the Holocaust.

In a larger sense we will be examining a phenomenon which has
occurred previously and continues to appear in variety of manifesta-
tions. The implications and burden of guilt lies not only upon any
particular race or people but are shared by all.



Tues., February 17.
An Historical Treatment of the Holocaust

1:00 p.m. Dr. Judd Teller, eminent American historian
will present his analysis of the position of North
Moyse Hall American Jewry in the post-Holocaust era.

Prof. Benjamin Ravid, (McGill Univ.— His-
3:30 p.m.  tory and Jewish Studies Program), will discuss

Moyse Hall the history of Jews in Europe since the Enlight-

enment.
. 4 Dr. Raul Hilberg, author of the classic work,
8 ?_02 1p9m. “The Destruction of the European Jews", will
discuss the mechanics of Holocaust destruction.

Wed., February 18.

The Artistic and Literary Expressions
of the Holocaust

1:00 p.m. “The Last Chapter”. A film on the Polish
L 219 Jewish Community over the last 1,000 years.

300 Mrs. Lena Allen-Shore, a noted Montreal poet-
' 0V p.m. sss, will readfselections from herhpoems_ﬁn Tlhe
oyse estruction of European Jews. There will also
yse Hall be a prose reading from Elie Wiesel's “Night".

FILMS : “The Shop on Main Street”, an Academy

8:00 p.m. Award winning Czegh film”on events in
Prague during World War Il :
P.S.C.A. “Nuit et Brouillard”, a National Film

Board documentary.

Thurs., February 19.

The Implications of the Holocaust
on Contemporary and Future Jewish Existence

1:00 Rabbi Richard Rubinstein, author of "After

. p.m. Auschwitz”’, will analyze the religious, moral, and

Moyse Hall philosophical implications of the Holocaust for
Jews today.

3:00 p.m. Rabbi Irving Greenberg, Professor of History
at Yeshiva University will present a different
Moyse Hall analysis on the same topic.

8:00 p.m Both Rabbi Rubinstein and Rabbi Greenberg
. p-m. will sit on a panel, exchanging views on and de-
Union bating the implications of the Holocaust for man-

kind today. Rabbi Hausman, Chaplain of the
Ballroom Montreal Hillel Foundation, will be the Chairman.

VISITING SPEAKERS
JUDD TELLER

Judd L. Teller, Coordinator of B'nai B'rith International Programs,
is a ranking authority on world Jewish affairs. His latest book, STRANG-
ERS AND NATIVES : The Evolution of the American Jew From 1921
To The Present, was a Commentary Book of the Month Club selection.
His other books include: THE JEWS: BIOGRAPHY OF A PEOPLE (Ban-
tam, 1966) ; THE KREMLIN, THE JEWS AND THE MIDDLE EAST (Thomas
Yoseloff, 1957); SCAPEGOAT OF REVOLUTION (Scribners, 1954). He
was Atrin Lecturer at Yeshiva University, consultant to a Pentagon
study of Soviet minorities at American University, and participated in
university panels in the United States, Canada and abroad.

His posts before coming to B’nai B'rith include Political Secre-
tary, World Zionist Organization; Political Advisor, Jewish Agency for
Israel; Public Affairs Consultant, Conference on Jewish Material
Claims Against Germany; first Executive Director of the President’s
Conference and C.0.J.0., and founder and Executive Vice-Chairman of
the American Histadrut Cultural Exchange Institute.

He has traveled extensively in Asia, Africa and visited the Soviet
Union close to a dozen times.



Mrs. ALLEN-SHORE

Mrs, Allen-Shore was born in Poland and
wasg dctive in the underground movement
during World War Il. After the war, she
studied economics, law, political science,
and music in Poland and France, and socio-
logy in Canada, where she now lives. She
is the author of poems, songs and essays
that have been published in Europe, Canada
and the United States.

Professor RAUL HILBERG

Raul Hilberg is presently a Professor of
Political Science at the University of Ver-
mont. He served in the original crew of the
War Documentation Project at Alexandria and
is the author of ‘‘The Destruction of the Eu-
ropean Jews''. He recently travelled to Eu-
rope and Israel and is compiling a reader in
German destructive activities and the Jew-
ish catastrophe.

Rabbi RICHARD RUBINSTEIN

Rabbi Richard Rubinstein is a Professor in
the Humanities at the University of Pitts.
burg and is the Director of the B’nai B'rith
Hillel Foundation in Pittsburg. He is a
“‘Death-of-God"* theologian and the author
of several books, inciuding: ‘‘After Ausch-
witz'”’; “The Religious Imagination'. As
well, he has contributed to many periodicals,
eq., Playboy, and has travelled and lectured
extensively.

Rabbi IRVING GREENBERG

Rabbi Irving Greenberg is a Professor of
History at the Yeshiva University. He was
ordained Rabbi in 1953 and received his
Doctorate at Harvard University in 1960. At
present he is also the Chairman of the Ad-
visory Board of Yavneh and a member of
the Advisory Board of the Student Struggle
for Soviet Jewry.
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Comrades, ,

In thé name of the Palestinian people and in the name of the
Wm Nationg! Liberation Movemsot, Fateh, I greet our
0 es dn; siruggie fvom Europe for thelr efforis fo support
the sitruggle of the Pulestinien people against tmperislism
and Zioaler, :

I alsg selze #iis oceasion to thank the heroic Algerian peo-
ple,  the_ Algerisn government and the FLN for the great ef-
bris they .exerted o rally the forces of rebellion against
imperialiem and Zionisn in Europe and which are represented
by the delegabions convening in this place,

Isrsal wes crested in the era of the svolution of capitalism
Into a world system, This fact should not escape our minds for
& wiaete skl e

This meatis that the dreams of the Zionist Movement, which
is part of the world capitalist movement, did not find the ob-
fective conditions for their materialization except in the age
of imperfaliem, ‘

Since ‘ibs inception the Zionist Movement attempted to adapt
Hoell 6o the size of the interests and politicsl influence of
imperfalism in the region, as fliustrated by the wordsof T,
Herzl # “the Olloman Sultan: *Should His Majesly grantus
Palestiae, we can ensure for him the complete reorganize-
tion of Trkish finences and we shall constitute there a wall
agaiist Asla end we shall become the gmerdisns of civiliza=
ton againat burbarism, ®

Zioniem has always snd inverishly sought fo accommodate
its objectives io the size of imperialist interests and to link ite
dealgns ' the poltticsl snd imperialist influence in the Arab
Tegiong, Ae a matter of faci, Israsl inday ls rofhing but & frontul’
post and zpemrhesd for the sum of imperisiist interssts and
pressure on the populations of the region,

- B would heve been very possible for world Zionist resoius
tiemg o remain mere fantagies and drenms had Zlonism been
left to iigelf in the conspiracy egaingt Palestins, But world
Zioniem and imperialism entered Mk sn slliance, Israel wes
thus boxn 22 part of & plan laid down in 1907 and known as the
Campbell Benerman report, X called Hr the establishment
of an aliien. state ®© separste the peoples of Asie and Africa
with the intent of securing continued control over the vital and
srategic Middle Fast region. This i how % Sykes Plest
agreement came ashoul, paving the ground fr the BPaibar
Declaration of 1917 the Partition Resclubion of 1048, the Sues
War of 1965 and the June § War of 1847,

Comindes,

The ecorowmic role played by the cepiielet Jewish class.

- controlltng the Ziondst Movement hag alwaye been & sell out
the poor working Jewish class and &5 explol! thelr soclul eone
dittons through exploitation of thelr religlus feelings with the
intent of securing tmperialist and capitelist interests, This is
what bifings & focus the yole to be played by our movemasnt,
the Paidstine National Liberation Movement, Fatuh,

The Wberation of Palestine uitimately mzngs ‘t:u l;beuunm
of the 1 tolling Jews oppressed by nfgm o coexist
with aﬁmp!n of the world and within Pulestine withovt

Comrades, 5 oy 1 -
The revolutionary condifions in the world foday are good
and herald a progperous future, Wherever we look, we find
peaples tsking up arms. against colonialism end impertalism
28 well ag peoples preparing & do go and to practice armed

stroggle, 1 ‘

Our paople are proud todey in thai they are contribuling
substantisglly with the herofe people of Vistnam i the suicide
of filthy American imperialiam, Wy b ;

Our people realized that imperialism can only be felled
by a mature and srmed population and that the only way to
confront the imperfalist war machinery is through populsr war
- through the transformation of the people intp a revolutionary
store srmed with political awareness and fhrough the use of
the strategy of long-term war to overcome froperialist teche
nological superfority and its blitzkrieg straiegy,

Today, flve years sfter the beginning of cur revolutionary
struggle, wo bave beéem able o realize great achievements,
the most imporbant of which being our success in convinelng
the Polestinian people and the Arab people that colvnfelism
cannot quell peoples indefinitely, that techunlogy cannot de-
feat the human being and that peaceful coexintence with co-
Ionialism is 2 big fallscy,

Cur people have since moved to sssume its functions in the
world revolution ageinst colonfalism and Zioniam,

‘We can state today that the battle of al-Karameh on March
21, 1868, led ip the establishment of e pivot bases in the
Aghwer in Jorden, Todsy, afler shout two years, we csn state
that the nuclous of the Palestinian populsy army has beea born
and lg growing and that the coming year will wilness 2 tangible
change in the balance of -power, Dayan®s call on May 15
Zionists asking them t enlarge their graveyards fa antlclpa-
tion of an even bloodier war than thet of June 5,1967 would
cartainly come @ be true with the lapse of time,

There are what iz called Big Four Power talks fo solve the
problem of Palesins, We declared and we relterate that the
probiem of Palestine cannot bo solved in elther Moscow or
Washinglon or any other Arab capilal, The froedom fighters .
of the Aghwar and our struggling people have the right and the
ability to solve the problem ss it should be solved by eradi.
cating Zionism end imperialism along with their economic ing-
tituidons,

Comyadas,

The tusk which you and ws Bave to shonlder Is one of the most
sonorsble and humanitarisn tsska 18 haz become evident that
e world rewiotion against colonisilem hes become indispen-
sahbia, Our struggie and witimate viclory in Palestine shall conse
Giute a victory for ol freedom fightermand for all the oppressed
and exploited people i the world much the same that the victory
of the Vielnamese revolution iz a vickory to ws all,

We sulute you all and hope thiz conference would elarify
the best means for confronting and eradicating coloniaiism and
Zijonism for the establishment of a progressive, Democratic
Palestinian State,

any discrimination,
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Al-Fatah Clarifies Position

: N
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The Palestine Revolutionary Liberation
Movement (Al-Fatah), in this first general in-
ternational communiqué to the world press,
wishes to eclartfy certain misunderstandings
concerning {ts operations and the nahire of the
struggle now delng wajged by the Arab Palestin-
ian people against the Israeli invador, .

The Palestine problem 13 essentially the
problem of an entire people, the Arab majority
of Palestine, uprooted and expelied from their
homeland in order to permit the establishment
of Isracl. As a result, before the June aggres-
sion, nearly a million and a half Arab Pales-
finlans were being lorced to live as refugees
in numerous camps throughout the Arab World,
surviving on United Nations subsistance rations.
The remalining 300,000 inside Israel have been
grossly discriminated against by that regime
and depled jobs and educational opportunities

and every human right, For two decades Israel

has denied the Arab refugees’ continual requests
o return to thelr land, :
At first the expeclied, suffering Palestinian
people looked to the United Natlons to resolve
thelr tragedy. However in 20 years tnis inter-
raticnal organization has failed to resolve their
probiem. Moreover, its many resolutions stating
ihat refurees should be allowed to return to
their eountry or receilve compensation were
never implemented, All this time, Israel cone
tlnued to elaborate wund perfect its expansionist
plans, These were expressed in the 1856 Tri-
partie aggression when Israel oceupied Sioal and
the Gaza Strip for four months indetiance of the
U.N/g admonition to withdraw. They were re-
vealed beyond a doubt once again after the June
agpression wihen Israel occupled and hoasted of
its ‘unlawful annexation of the Western Bank of
thg Jordan River, the Gara Strip, the southern
porntion of Syria and the Holy City of Jerusalem
in/defiance of all international law and in com-
plete contempt of the Charter of the United

Natlona, the Geneva Conventions and the Decia--

ration of Human Rights., Today the United Na-
tions has revealed {ts inability to impoae a just
solution to the Palestinian tragedy, by failing to
reach an agreement concerning the withdrawal of
the agpressor from the occupied territories,

- It must be admitted that over the years several
Arab leaders have exploited the Palestine prob-
lem for their own benefit, Moreover the suc-
cessive Arab Summit Couferences have failed
o give the Palestinian people their due support,
Similariy, it must be acknowledged that the

PLO (Palestine Liberation Orpanization) headed
by Ahmed Shukalry faiied to liberate Palestine,
Although progressive Palestinian elements gen«
uinely wanied the latter organization to represent
the Palestinian people, certain reactionary
forces tried to use it to dominate the Palestin-
ians. Today the PLQ, this pseudo-liberation
organization, is no longer playing any significant
role in the liberation of Palestine, The reason
being that it did not spring from the masses
themselves but was artificlally imposed from
va,

The suffering and frustration of the pales-
tinian people over the years gave rise to a new,
truly popular dynamic Palestinian liberation
movement which expressed the people's revolt
against the Israell invader, Al-Fatah (the Pal-
estine National Idberation Movement) which was
forced to operate clandestinely in the occupied
land, began in 1965 to carry out overt guerrilia
operations sabotaging Israeli military and stra-
tegic installations in order to wealten and unnerve
the oppressor who was threatening out people’'s
very existence as a nation as well as menacing
the entire Arab World, Until the June 1967 ag-
gression, these operations - which received
immediately the enthusiastic support of the
Palestinian Arabs throughout the Arab World -
had to be waged {from outside. However, the Six-
Day War and the catastrophic effects it had on
the entire Palestinian population Inside and
outside Israel brought about new cenditions in
thelr struggle to liberate thelr homeland, Tron-
ically emough, due ta the new borders which
Israel now claims for itself, the Pslestinians
found themselves confronting 3 common Zionist
enemy @ntirely within the territorial boundaries
of former Palestine. Moraover, the fasciste
type repression which Israel began to implement
against the Arab iphabitanis after the cease-
fire engendered a resistance movement similar
to that in Vietnam. This popular rebeliion against
repression 18 being admitted by Israel, Ifs pro-
portions and conerete manifostations ean no
longer be ignored or deated by Israelt spokesmen,.

Immediately after the aggression, Al-Falah
began clandestinely organizing the Arab people
‘in the newly occupied as well as formerly
occupied territories and encouraged them to
have confidence in their own ability to liberate
their homeland. Led by their vanguard, the
Palestine National Liberation Movement (Al-
Fatoh), they are now resisting a vastly superior
militarily enemy in their midst by every means
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at their disposal: strikes, non- cooperation, boy-
cotts of Israelil goods, denunciation of ropros-
sive measures and annexations, ete, Under Al-
Fatzl's coordination, political and religous
personalities have refused to implement the
enemy's docrees, teachers are refusing to re-
open the schools and schiooichildren are gtaying
away from classes so long as their homeland
is domtinated by this hostile power,

During  this post-aggression period, Al-
Fatah's armed wing, Al-Assifa, has algo been
Intensifying its milttary and sabotage operations
azainst Israeli installations including military
camps and stores, electric power plants and
rallways in order to undermine the enemy’s
economy and weaken its abilily to dominate our
people. Israel’s industrial plants, prinking-
presses, administrative centers and para-mili-
tary kibbutzim now being fmiplanted in the newly
occupied zones are also being attacked by Al-
Fatalt's' commundos causing great damage and
casuaities and increasing tenslon in Israsl, Our
people have realized ihat no other courae is
open to them if they are not to live in slavery.

The occupation of all Palostine by Israel
made possible one of Al-Fatah's most important
long~ranpe objectives - the transference of all
its military bases into the occupied homeland,
This transference hag now been completed. From
these many well hidden, well stocked bases,
Palestinian commandos - most of them dedi-
czied peasants and students - are now operating
dozens of times daily throughout the old and
newly occupied areas, No part of Israel, no
Isvaeli installation, no Israell target is out of
their reach and that regime may henceforth
expect the steadily increasing disruption of its
colonialist existence in the weeks and months
to come, This undermining of the Israeli Zionist
existence will continue untll Palestine has heen
restored to its rvightful owners, the Palestire
Arabg, who have lived on this land alongaide
the Jewish minority uninterveptedly for 4,600
years,

Al-Fatah, the Palestine National Liberation
Movement, wishes to point cut, however, that its
operations - which today enjoy the supportof the
entire Palestinian people - are in nowayalmed
at the Jewish people as such with whom they
lived in harmomy in the past for so many cen-
turied, Nor does {t intend to “pushthem into the
sea.”’ is resistance and the liberation move-
“ment Al-Fatah is coordinating is almed solely
at the Zionist-military~{ascist repime which
-has ugurped cur homeland and expeiled and ro-
pressed our two million people, condemning them
to a life of destitution and misery.

Al-Fatah also wishes to correct once andfor
all the Zionist insinuation that thig ‘‘terrorist’’
movement 18 ingpired and directed from oulsids
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by such countries as Syria, Jordan and Algeria.
Under the conditions existing In the Middle East

today, no such foreigrn-imposed *movement’’

could long survive for it would soon be rejecied
by the people. On the other hand, the Palestinian
people’s liberation movement has arisen cul of
thelr desperate frustration and deepaspirations
for liberty, justice and dignity in their own seli-
administered historical homeland, To this it
owes its strength, s

The world should recall that thosa who have
suffered most of all from the Israell existence
for the last two decades are the Palestinian
people. And the world should note that those
wha are today taking up arms to engige wholew
heartedly, unitedly and courageously in com-
bating the bLrutal Israeli oppressor in guerrilla
warfare, under the leadsrship of Al-Fatah, are
the Palestinian people, Thelr reaction (o the
napalm bombings, strafings, evictions, summary
executions, plundering, brutality, mprisonment,
desacration violatlons and countless etner
erimes of fasclst Israel in recent months has
been this spontaneous people’ s armed upsurge in
defanse of their dignity and their usurped righis,

The movement Al-Fatah is leading is the organ-
ized expression of this people’s liberation strug-
gle whose counterparts are to be found through-
out the world, wherever fascist and imperialist
aggression 18 being waged - in Viebam, Souh
Africa, Augola, Boliviaor elsewhere. Inoceupled
Palestine as in these countries the humbie,
ordinary subjugated people are faking up arms
ir self-defense and for the eventual liberation
of their homneland,

Today, the Arab pecple of Palestiné have de-
cided to take thelr destiny into their own hands,
Today, with armis and courage they are restor-
ing their own lost dignity, Tomorrow, foilowing
a long temacious struggle at the cost of many
markyrs - a struggle which will untloubtadiy
have the support of the entire Avab liberation
movement and the progressive peoples of the
world - they will restore their beloved home-

isnd, Palestine. Al-Fatah and the entive Pales-
tnlan people wholely belleve in their just cause
and their ultimate victory. And they alse know
that on the day the flag of Palestine is hoisted
over their freed, democratic, peaceful land, a
new era will begin in which the Palestinian
Jews will again live in harmony, side by side
with the original owners o}; the land, the Arab

Palestinians,
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COMITE QUEBECOIS DE SOLIDARITE AVEC LE PEUPLE PALESTINIEN

AND THE ARAB STUDENTS' SOCIETY

present

Michel Chartrand : president of the Montreal Central Committee (CNTU)
Workers in strike from Lapalme Transport Co.

Stanley Grey, member of le Front de Lib&ration Populaire

Thursday, March 5
McGill University
Leacock Build, L-132
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Q: “hat is the ideological and military.orogramme of the Front, and what is its
basic points?

At Ths Front is ideolopically committed to the ideology of Marxism-Leninism. Tha
experience of national liberation movements in the underdevelopsd countries, proves
that Marxism-Leninism is the only idsclogy which is capable of mobilizins and orenoring
the magses to underpo the mational liberation struggle ard to achieve thae aimg of the
democratic nutiomal revolution. Cuba, Vistram, Kores and Chima srs all living examoles
of this., At the sams time the movements bLused on bourgecis idsclepy have failed in
the struggls against neo-colonialism and its allies the reagtiomdry clzsses. The
netit~beur;eois have also found themselvaes incapavle of continuing the strug:le to
achiave the aims of mational liberation; economic and nolitical imepandince and

heavy irdustriliegition. They are unable to fight neo-colonialism, led by the U.S.,

and consequently adopted a procramme of retreat and comprowise with it. This was
11lustrated in the irab countries during arnd after the June war. The petit-bourreois
regimes were incapalileof continuing the struggle against the forces of Zionism,
Imnerialism and reactionary Arabs amd wers forced to compromise with them, accenting
the U.l. resoluticn of October 23, 1987 which is detrimental to the mationzl liberation
movement and the people of Palestine,

U5, Immerialism is pasaing through & crucial period as its forces are divided betwesan
Turope and Vietnam. Opening a front against it in the Middle East would exhaust its
capacities and hasten its defest as a world power. The petit-bour;cois are incapable
of contiming the strugzle and leading & protracted neoples war thus changing the
Middle East imto a secord Vietnam as this is comtrary to iis vested interests in
meirtaining power,

U+ What wes‘the mature of the mucleus fron which the Demacratic Fromt developed?

4t The Democratic Popular Fronmt is a3 rsvolutionary orgardzation committed to Marxism-
Leninism. It was originmally formed by the revoluticmsry Magxist~Leninist wing of the
Popular Front which had been growing and developing within the Arab National lovement,
the backbone in the formation of the Popular Front in October 1967. From the very
beginning until the August conference of 1968, this wing strugeled to commit the whole
Front to Marxism-Leninism and to & left-wing programms for national liberation. In
spite of a leftist victory in the conference the right refused in practice to accept
this programie., This was what caused the Marxist-Leninlst wing of the Fromt te declare
its separation from it amd to establish the Democratic Popular Front on the 2lst of
February 1969, The Democratic Front declared from the beginning that it is open to
all progressive elements who believe that armed struggle is the busic road to national
Jiteration. I% also declared that it will struggle to unite a1l I ft-wing Palestinian
organisations into ons organization. The Front received many orogressives ard
revolutionary Marxists into its ranks. In addition o this a conference of the
Palestinian Revolutionary Left Lesgue and a conference of the Popular Organisation

for the Liberation of Palestine were convened. DBoth these Marxist-Leninist organ-~
isations decided to dissolve their volitical ard military organisations ani to Join
the ranks of the Democratic Front. This was declared to the Palestinian and Arabd
messes and the process of unification has now been completed,

g"{“%ﬂ'mn%.-,-x

P |
gj.-VxCG[LL UNIVERSiTY
i ARCHIVES {

= = f




2,

According to ite commitiment to Marxizm and this concrete amalysis of the naturs of
natiomal liberation movements in the Third World, the Front asserts that the only
vanguard capable of lesding the messes towards liberation are revolutionary Marxiste
who adopt armed struggle as the basic rvad to liberation ani who would fight for the
nobllization and aming of the more revolutionary classes in society; the workers and
the landless peasantry. The politicel programme also analyzes the class structure of
irab eocleties, and to raise the revolutionary nolitical conscicusness of the masses
exposes the stand taken by each clase in relation to the problems of mational 1ibap-
atlon aml the struggle against neo=colordalism, imperialism amd world reaction,

Tha Democratic Fromt appesia to a1l progressive Pelestinian and Arab organizations for
4 united struggle against the forces of the counter-revolution; Imperialiom, Zionism
amd Arab reaction, It also callis for the formation of 2 broad matiomal front containing
41l forces and classes which aras opposed to . Imperialism and Ziorism and which ars
ready to lead a protracted armed struggle. The programms of the Democratic Front is
based on the training and arming of the masses for the strugegle against Zionism :
Imperialism and against all (concessions and) compromisss which are debrimentel to the
n2tional liberation movement and to tha struggle of the Palestinian people for the
iiberation of their country, At the same time the Fromt sesks to widen the struggle
égaingt the racialist and expansionist Ziorist state ani believes in the necsssity of
armed struggle against neo-colonialism and imperialism in the Middlas East, '

Ths Democratic Front belisves that armad strugile is the basic road open to the
Palestinian and Arab pecple and alsoc to the peoplas of the underdeveloped countries
in asia; Africa amd Latin Americs in tha struggle for matiomal liberation am the de-
feat of neo-colonialism, imparialism armd their 21lies the feudal ard the bourgeois
regimes. Consequently the Demncratic Fromt will continue its strugple whataver the
corditions will be against all Zioniwt and Imperialist institutions exenplified by
the State of Israel in the Middle Kust. We alsc believe that the struggle of the
Palestinian people is part of the world-swids stirugele against all the forces of the
counter-revoiution,

Gi toat is the soclal formation of the Fromt?

At The Front is committed to Marxism-Leninism. It is thersfore amxious that tha
formation of its forces should be largely from the workers, the lamiiess peasantry and
the refugees. The Democratic Fromt is tha only Palestinian resistance erganization
which does mot offer its menbers any materiel Lenefits.

Q¢ Wnat form will development take in Palestine after libsration? And what will the
position of the Jews be?

4s The State of Isragl is the product of the elliance batwesn Jewlsh capitaliem amd
World capitalism. Jewish capitulism has adopted Zionism as & means to generate
racialist senbtiments anong Jaws of all classes, and by using religious slogans and
historical pretensions, it uas endeavoured to separate worldng class Jews from the
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working class of the world, and mobilize.them for the invasion of Palestine ard the
setting up of a racialist, expansionist state. The Democratic Fromt balisves in a

~ just soclution to the Palestine problem, based on the rejection of all forms of
mational persecution, the liguidaticn of the Zionist presence as repressnted by the .
State of Israel, and the setting up of a sociallst, democratic Palestiniaon state con-
taining both Arabs and Jews under the leadership of the Working clasa. We are
struggling for a socialist Palestinian stale opposed to class exploitation and racial
persecution and also opposed to local reactionmary forcea; a state in vhich both arabs
and Jewa have equal status and have a right to develop thelr national cultures although
ot to a chauvinistic extent., The democratic Palestinian state will be opposed to neo=
colonialism and imperialism and will struggie to open a world front, composed of
socialist and working class forces, for a contimuous struggle against imperialism and
international capitalism and thelr evertual defeat.

Qs What is the strategy and tactics of the Fromt for the liberation of Palestine?

43 The Front belisves that the liberation of Palestine can only be achieved by the
Palaestinian people under revolutionary leadership. A%t the same time the Front ballieves
_that it is impossible to separatae the struggle of the Palestinian people from the
strugrle of the Arab liberatich movements ard the world revolutionary movemernts, Con-
sequently the Front believes that the only means of liberating Palestine is through a
peoples war. A protracted peoples war in the Middle East is nistorically the only way
to defeat the techniczlly superior war machines of Zlonlsm and Imperialism. The
1iberation of Vietnam and Cubs is a proof of this, while the defeat of the Arab armies
in the June War is a proof of the sterility and failure of a confromtation with
Imperialism and Zionism using regular amies in & regular war. The Israell regular
army supported by imperialism is superior to ths Arab regular amies due to techno-
logical, scientific and cultural reasons. The liberation of Vietram ard Cuba prove
that a pecples war which uses both regular units and guerilla warfare in a protracted
struggle is the only way to achleve victory ard the iiberation of Palestine and the
Arab countries and the defest of Imperialiem, Zionism and Arab reactiomary forces.

It will be possible to develop Palestinian armed struggle imte an Areb and Palestinian
peoples war of liberation only if revolutiomiry chinges take place in the Arab states
and a revolutionary leadership comss tc power ready to support & peoples war ard ready
to carry out its programme which is based con the mobilization of all economic, human
and cultural capacities and the mobilization, organization and &rming of the masses
for a long strug le and the launching of a sscord Vietnam in the Mlddle Fast.

Q¢ What is the Front view of & peaceful setilement?

A: We don't like fighting for its own sake. War is only an extension of politics., We
are not against peiceful settlements in the absolute sense but we are against pesceful
settlaments which are detrimental to the rights of the Palestinian pecple, and which
are 8 retreat in the face of Imperialism, Zionism and Arab reactionary forcss. The
causes behind the Imperialist-Zionist offensive on June 5, 1967 were to force the
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recognition of Israel, within secure borders, on the Arab states, ard the encircle-
marmt of the national liberation movements in the Arab countries in an attempt to

weaken and destroy them. The Security Council resolution is an attempt at the
liquidation of the Palestine problem and is a retreat and sirrender io Imperialism,
7ionism amd Areb reactiomary forces. Consequently the Front ard all progressive
natioml forces, both Palestinian and Arab, reject these so-called peaceful settlements.

Through an amalysis of the simhation,we can ses that the Areb states are ready to

reach a compromise with Imperialism and Zionism dstrimental to the rights ami interests
of the Palestinian people anml the national liberation movements. This will impose new
conditions on these mowements, as the ligquidation of the armed Palestinian resistance
organizations, in order to insure secure borders for Israel, will be part of that com=-
promise. This will force the resistance movements to feght on two fromte; one azainst
Israel and ons against the Arab states which accept this compromise, particularly the
reactionary regime in Jordan,

There is a great difference between a political sattlement in Vietnam which comes as &
result of the success of the Vietnamese liberation movensnt ard a political settlement
imposed by the military victory of Zionism and Imperialism. The Democratic Front re~
ject all such compromisss and will continus the struggle. - ‘

Qs What connection doos the Front ses between the Palestinian liberation movemart arnd
the liberation movements oft Asia, Africa and latin America? ;

At Procesding from our Marxist-Lenimist ldeclogy amd our belief in the unity of the
struggle against world counter-revolution the Front believes that the struggle for the
1iberation of Palestine is an intrinsic part of the liberation struggles in Asia, Africa
and Latin Amsrica and a part of the world sccialist rewolution., Victory in Vietnam is
a victory for all socialist and revolutionary fbrces in he world, paralial to this a
defeat of any liberation movement in the Third World will be a defest of all revolut-
jomary liberation movements ard a victory for the forces of the world counter-
revolution led by the U.S. The lack of unkty in the world revolutionary front against
Neo-Colomialism, Imperialism and world reaction is one of the main causes of the
geries of defstts the liberetion movements in Asia, Afrdos and Latin Amerioca. have
suffered. This has caused International Imperialism,. . more spacifically American
Imperialism to move from defensive to an offansive position, to the point of directly
irtervening in some socialist countries, as is iLrking place now in Vistnam and as
happened in the "Bay of Pigs" fiasco. We support the megsage written by comrede

"Che" Guevare to this affect which he sent to the Havana Congrees.

The belief in the need for unity in the world liberation astruggles ageinst Imperdialiem
Neo-colonialism arnd world reactionary forces should be spplied in.practice. '

We will struggle comtimously to set up & world revolutionary front containing the :

1iberation movements of the "Third World", the Sociallst camp and the revolutionary
gocialist movemsnts in ths capitalist countries.

The Democratic Popular Front for

the Liberation of Palenstine.



	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-001
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-002
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-003
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-004
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-005
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-006
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-007
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-008
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-009
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-010
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-011
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-012
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-013
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-014
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-015
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-016
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-017
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-018
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-019
	MUA_MG4319_0000-0867_arab-israeli-conflict-020

