
Oh God, in the obscurity enlighten me, 

And rrliiY I be c.. voice in this great mystery 

To s:peak thy word (;unong the sons of men, 

To trace the purpose of the history 

Of dc:..y ana night, of life and death, 

Of love and loss and ~l the long account 

That out of darkness flows to darxness once again. 

On this de a a era ter' s broJ(en x rim 

The cold mists of the upper air 

Folu ana. unfold their silent wings 

Drift, and derloy 

Awhile shut in, 'Nith crurnbling rocks 

And Alpine e-<:t&tl-ee blossoms set bet1Yeen 

A floating castle of the void. 

Then far below, the forests green 

The twinkling lakes ana over a~l 

The ~dy {steadfast} sun. 

Nature has rest ana. fo1~ this moment 

S"tays her fires. 



Thr'ough all iihe dust and. smoke of life 

The noise ana incidence of strife 

This much is sure and clear 

There is, ther·e must be1 fa.r or near 

Anoiiher side of this grim shield 

A further,better, truer state 

A means to satisfy the soul 

A ( s-em-e) counterpart to make the whole. 

We know here but the edge of things 

As deep as space, as long as time 

We see but steps before us laid 

That ever call for strength to climb 

The sumi t reachea., and. iihc!>'e rnu.s t be, 

Some easy slope will leaa us down 

To flowery valleys still unseen 

Where rest and peace alone are known 

So may Ne hope that just and tr·ue 

This Good, will 
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You a1·e tha.t note from e~rly dawn 

That sounds through life however long 

The pristine music of the race1 

We Cci.l'l but n(;lme the morning song. 

The \YOrlci is old and I am old 

Grey hairs grow thick, some honours fall 

But that one day vrhen you and I 

Were one, is still the best of all. 

So now come <ieath, OJ.~ chance vrh~;t.t may 

In downvvard slope of passing years 

I hold the memory of a day, 

I an engaged in mind with all that might have been 

The beautiful illusions of the past 

The dreams <if youth, the thoughts unsaid, the chances 
missed. 

The present is a wildel~ness and only vast 

All these are mine but nothing more 

The active pushing tumult of the day 

And. who shall say that I, 1li th my long cirecuns am <;.ll 
unblest · 

That which is best accrues not 

Finds no place in all the dusty highway of the tir~1e • 

Give me mY drecms which lead. through sylvan shades 

Tha·& soar and. mount to starry peaks 

All else is vanity, the coarse fruition of' the time: 
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Contorted bads of unknown age 

M we· ·s- limbs shall be;;,.r 

Perchance a neat syncl inal fold 

Atnight, may be mY lair. 

Dips I sha.ll take on unnamed streams 

Qr where the rocks strike, follow 

Along the crested mountain ridge 

Or an tiel ina.l hollow 

Or gently witnJthe harnmer stroke 

The slumbering petrifaction 

That for a hundred million years 

Has been debarren from action 

Where long neglected mountains stand 

Just crumbling into shreds 

And laying bare on every hand 

The ~~ treasures of their bed.s . 

-or I'ivers rolling· to · t.he sea 

w v J)_ ~ l rr ~ ·~ e 

To sit in the W?O d, with the sound of the brook. at mY 
feet, 

Ana let mY thoughts we:.nder and wc..nd.er wherever they maY 

Like to bees in e:. garden, or light summer butterflies play. 

Now· to linger a moment on this, or on that, floo.t awa':l 
wic~the stream 

Coquette with Cl. sunbeam, or hear the leaves speak in a 
sybill ine dream, 

To live and to know that I live, as a part of a whole 

- I nterwoven, appa.rent, incarnate the home of the soul 

To gr·asp the light clues of t.he day ana. to follOI'f them on 

Or back. into darkness of Egypt and Qays that. are gone, 

Kootanie L. June /89. 



~. 

Blue eyed, be si de the melting snow 

On lichened rock 

Forge·t-me-no ts that sleep and grow ; 

Or gazing still on Heaven's blue 

Turn ever nearer it in hue. 

A grove of tall and silent pines 

Where moss receives ~he tread, 

Or where the shadow d6i.rker lies 

Are piled the leaves of seasons dead. 

A summer sun, or seeming calm, 

But to a quicker ear the roar 

Of Jostling atoms as they crowd 

At every leaflet's open pore. 

How soon we cease' to miss the news 

The noisy chatter of the day 

Of b<:i ttles won and lost, of garnes 

That knaves and du.pes devise and play. 

Then 1on the leafage of the time 

The' transie·nt doers of today 

That fill the armies of the dead 

And year by year ru~e swept away · 
f 

And as they come, and pass with noise, 

The pea.c e of God continues here 

And flux. of time is meted out 

*" In wooden cycles, year by year. 

\ 

Peace River, Aug. 1879. 



~ Hat. -----
Roof of the forge and working house of thought 

I shield from sol's fierce ray 

Far through the forest, by hard scratching 

And many devious ways. 

Thou. summer rag at best, I have thee here 

A prey to autumn and to .vin ter wind 

The days are chill, the sno1vs are almost here 

While I go southward to a land less drear 

A new fel1i tile, must cover in my mind. 

vfo ~t J:Jv~~ .. 
~~s Siber.ia E~s t,ward, 
~-----

We came b.Y the long land marches, 

BY forest and steppe and plain 

We peopled a oilent country 

Of rivers and drought and. rain; 

Of snow ana.. ice and winter, 

But with fish and flesh and fu.r. 

We made fire and song in the silent land 

And. danced in the night there, hcm<i in hand, 

For the country wa~ new and. lone. 

And t.he viiise men kept the ancient rite 

The signs of day and 1ihe staro of night 

The spells and the tokens, the count and tale 

From father to son and. from year to year 

Till we cane to the sounding sea. 
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