
( Goer. ) ,, 

2561 

Certified cony 0t a Report of a Co~1ittee ot ~he 

Hon. ~,he Privy GounciJ~ap-, roved by His J~xcell'3ncy the 

Tribunal 1f ArbitratiJn. 

' '• * J ·~ t.,...·-~ 

+,he R0p:11l8.-tions 'prescribed by t,hCJ Award fort1ids tJ"te 

+,hirty fi.rst, day 1f ~July in +,1V~ part of +Jhf-3 Pr-tcific Ucem 

( incluc1int\ Behri.ng: Sea ) si +nat,ect r1,1i'th of r,rt8 :35th 

1 onc~it.ude fr rx:1 Greenv;i.cij ~ un+, i l it strikes tne wa+,r~r nonndary 

described in Article I of ~ne Treaty oi 1~67 between the 

t,lv~ first, of Hay i.n ea ell. year . 

The 

(Jt,~ ~wa, 



, 
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Extracts fro""l writ,+,f3n statA'1ents ot seRJing captains 

set out, under par·3c;>:raph 646 of t,iw BrH,ish Cor~nissioners 

re-p >r+J <;how thR.t n10re f en8,l es in proportion to Males are 

taken dnrin:- ~,tV' ·1onths >t Febru8l'y,March 8nd April tnan :::~.t 

~ l i' h l' el=l.r y p ::~.r+, o eac sea 1ng season , X X X Aft~r 

report ~ive the result of their investigRtions on tnis 

point . 

the ca+,ch south 'i' tHe Aleutian Islands m::."de previous t,o 

May 20th or l s+, . (June . 

h!r J:n~ s·1.id: ( "R.-=~port ot the Proceedinr·s oi t,he ', " 

Tribunal oi Arbitration,pare 2281 ,, 

"I 
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" I have shown that all t-Jhe seals that" are taken in the 

'*North Paci fie Ocean b:1 Pel~r;ic s0alers are 85 T)er cent 

females . and t~hat of the 85 per cent +,he greater 

pro[)Ortion 8.re pr~cnant . " 
. t po1n, 

"Novr +, i'-'-'1 mly J4~lili1Q that, rema1 ns is- no+, to read Mrat 

''evidence :';,ll over again,for -l:.here are a hundred or two of thes e 

uwi·tnesses- it is to ~;hmv t.h~'-J durat~ion of the time only of 

•'t .. his p«;lap:ic sealing in the North P:=tcific;+,hat is to say 

that, it goes on fr0n tl1e period of t.Jhe year when it begins 

"July . " 

Senator 1\lorQ."an- " Nmv in J anuarv and Webru:1ry, if I (l ·~ 

understand .they r:ornnence t/wo hundr~d or three hundred 

":ni1es dovm the coastJ below Cape lnat"'-,ery . " ? 

Mr P.~~" There is a good deal of evidence of that 

Further evidence to the sane ef r"ect, i~> t,o be found 

nin the aft idavi t of some of +,he ~;eaJ ers contained in 

an-oendix two of +,he British counter case • . t i 

'rhat, the.; catch is considArablL3 during +,he mont,hs 

precedin1.~ Ivlay. v;ilen according to +,he evid<:?nce t,hFJ 

t.im"' , is V/ell shovm by t,hr3 loss of ninc3teen se::t.ling vessels 

included 1n the Bri+Jish countercase . These v:;ere not 

sel•:lcted 111 A.ny way . but c •x:rprised 3]} tn8 dAtailed Jogs 

v1hich itJ vms found possible t-'o obtain in lB??. . A t;:j,ble based 

on these logs was laid beinre ths Tribunal of Arbitration 

by Mr.Phelps( Proceedings pa~e 2284 ) 
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vessels seal0d in Janu::r y.eltJven in b,ebruary.el<;ven in 

T~es~ vessels had not 1n l89~.as will he tne c~se In 

t,he Tribunal, 8,ny snec ial induccnent, t0 nak11 0xtraorciinary 

efi orts t > secure lar(.:'} cP.,tCl1es in tl1ese r:vmt,hs . 1i}ren v;ith 

the nrosT;ect of uni.ntjerrunted se8.Jinrr until J11ly,i+, has L I ~~ 

bePn the c~s~on for vess9ls sailin~ iron San Francisco to 

b~rin operations very early in the year . 

'l'h8r8 is 13·rrr y r9ason to ne 1 i0ve tnat +,he flags of 

otlvn~ 1ati0ns.nov· +,Jv:.t thr:dr ri?,nts have been d'3fini.tely 

1 l 1 • an c_ ac ne s vm o T 

r e GU. l ~~, t, i. 0 n s . 
'' 
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GreB.+, Britain and +,iv~ United st~.t.8S Sh>1lld r•JV~rt to the 

n8[!,'0t i ~,t.1iwns originated by th0 Hon . Mr . B~y::trd. wnen 

Secr0tary of State. in 1888 ,lo )kin~ to +,he; 0o-op"'lrat,i 1n of 

tlv~ Great Powers ..-:hich ar"'J interested in a conv'3ntion 

of th~J fur seal s-pecirys. and 8.t the S8/ne time p<5rmi t those 

i'1ter~sted both on land and a~ sea to enjoy a reasonable 

op-rnr+,uni +,y for -pnrsu 1 I1f th'3 0CC'U!J at inn )1 seal nunt, ing. 

This seened ~n President Clevg]and in 1888 the best 

1 • 
iUS 

"My cnde8.vours to est.~abl ish by international co-ow)r at ion 

"'1"'8.sures f'lr tb~ preve'1tion ot thf~ .;xtermination or· iur 

s8a1s 1n Behrinp: Sea hav(:J 1ot been relaxed.and. [ have 

hppss of beins enabled to shortly subr1it ;1,n ef1ective ;:::~,nd 

sB.tisfactory C')nventio!1al pro,ject with the: 1"!arit,·tne p·w;ers 
)kJ: 

t·."r t .• 1,·1.c) ,. "ro·r ·:>] ')t c en·"+ 0 " , . . c•t-'_tJ. ·'" A,"l,ln•, • 

vi VP.ndi vri th Hussi8. :1.nd the r~c,mt corresDonde•tce betv:een 
I 

Her ~.1a,jesty ' s Govt=Jrmvmt, ~.nd 'Russia l(~ad hi··1 t.o tJA1i8ve 

uncb~r t11es-9 circn''1s:t;anc~?s +,il'1 ·1u~.nori+-,iqs ot +,le U!iit.ed 

St,:1,~,es 

as 1~1 l~.nd •-----------~~------------------~ 
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11i18 Con 1i +, +,eq ad vi se t, i1A.tJ Your Fixcg 110ncy b-9 

m0ved +J0 forward a c~r+Jfied co.Jy of +,hi:; Minute to th.e 

Most li1n. the S~cret~ry of State for the Gol0~ies . 

A]l v.:hich is reSJ-l'3Ctfnlly suhm.it+.Jed. ±or Your 

H;xc~ 1l,::.ncy' s ap ~roval . 

( Sd. John J . Mc . Gee 

Cl,.~rk of Privy Council 

, 
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Shm·ring: dat,3s at V/hich vessels lea,,re San Fransisco for 

sea1ing.a.ccording to 1Nit~nesses quot,ed i.n App. rr TIO U.S.Gase. 

C.Cla.usen U.S.Case. Ap-p. II p. :320. Febru::try. 
J.Johnson. 11 .. " p. 331. January. 
John Morris. " " " P· :340. ,.·;, ~ 

li eoru<1,ry. 
Chs.Ad8,ir~ " " ~. P ~ 400. March 1st. 
Martin B~mson . 11 " tl p. 404. March lst,. 
Thos. Brown, " " " P• 406 January. 
cJ . L. Cathert. If " " · :PI· n . 409 ieb.or March . , 
D. Cl a:usen. " " tl P· 412 cl anuary lst. 
Peter r. ) , . . ,(). tlns. tt 11 lt p. 413 w . . ebruary • 
cJohn DaJton 11 tt " p. 41? January 
R. Dol an. " " t1 P· 418 Ja,nuary. 
Geo. B1 orr:"J l . lt " " p. 424. March . 
Wr'l '-:1 

~ r::tzer. " " If P· 427 Ma.rch 
Vv'rr1Wuncko. lt 11 t1 p. 1i28 

.i 
rJamur y. 

cJohn Fyf9. .. " tt p. 429 January. 
Tho~-: Gi b~>o n. tt tt 11 p 4:31. March. 
J 0~). GrY''Ies. t1 " n p 4:34 January. 
C. G. Hag,..:1an. !I 11 tt p. 435 February lsjp. 

(~. 

A.Mc.Lean. tt If " p 4~36 Jany 8~ Febru<1.ry 
G. I saac s n1. " 

., ,, 
p 439 Jany .Pc lt1ebruary. 

~1r8,nk cJohnsnn " tl tl p lil 441 January H 
H. l:l.arrison, " lt " p 442 January 1 stJ 
Danie 1. Nk: . Lean 11 t1 If p 44:3 Dec8Mber 1 ~+ \ d ul 

Mart.i n Harnon. lt " n p 445 J :=tmlary. 
A.J. HnffrHm. 11 t1 .. p 446 January 1st. 
Jas e~'m '? " If lt p 448 Feby . 8: !'vl8.rch. 
(Jas . Ki 8r nan. If " n p 150. January 
W. H.Lcmp:. " " .. '' p 457. January 
C. Lu,t,Q·ens. " tt tt p I~S A.r·g Januarv. ~d 

- 1;..., • 

Fehrua.ry. ~rhos Lyo ··s . ... " tt p 460 
W. Me . Jja,rw·hl an. " 11 lt p 462. February. 

'' Tho:::;. M::r,dden " " " p 462 January. 
,Jas . Me loy. " .. " p 463 F 1 e.)ruary. 
P. Marrmey 

,, lt tt p 46l¥- Decem.bgr 25th 
W.Mason . tl tt " p 465. ie~t!muy.January 

G.E.Miner. 11 .. .. n 466 Febr'Jary. 1" 

Eddie Moreland." tl " p 467 March 
Prank Moreau " If 11 p 468 January lst. 
JohnO'Brien " t1 tt p 470 January 
John Oslen 11 " " p 471 March 
W. H. Sr11i +,h If 11 " p 478 Jany.& ~,ebruary 
E.W.Soron lt " lt p 479 February 
C. Steph~~n~>. lt " " p 479 February. 
Can+ f'.C"' d ]_lit " 11 p 480 January lst 

) ~lit) ~J ·.r • . sun ra L 

G F l l tl tl 11 p 482 January eo. ja_.._ 

W·1H8nson 11 tt 11 p 483 January l :'Jt . 
A.W. Thon1pson I! 11 l1 p 486 January 
Michael White . " 11 " p 48~~ F<.:•bruary 
John Wo'1d.ruff. " " " p 506 March . 
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TO HIS BXG~Ll~NCY &C. 

T{P,fgrrinr.> t,o ;;tn 8pproveo !v1inute oi Counci] ( 2158) ft- ) 
of tile 16th instant~respectin~ tnl"} nrm;·1sed re~lat,ions for 

thA G1r-seal fisheries in tne North Pacific Ocean.thA 

ll.lldArsigned has the honour to recortlT!enci tLlat, clause ten( lu) 

cl c=l,Use be subst,it,ut~ed t,hflrgfor :-

10. No ve!>S81 shall IJe ~"1 1uloyed 1n the rur seal tishery 
1~ the Yta+,Ars described i·1 secti'1,..t 2 nt +,11.e:;e rer-:'111 at,inns 
u~ less :::t.nd 1mt. i 1 a ) i cense i 0r snch vurn ISA sllal 1 ll:'1.V8 r)een 
o')'~,ained f 'r '-mrn >n~sse] i'r'1'1 +,he proper oi 1 icer a4-, t,he 
Port nf Victoria or r,t Vr-trtC0llvnr,hriti:;Jt. Cnln~ltJia . , 

reco'TJ.1end taat Your "Y:xcr'Jll8ncy ,--il 1 be Dleased to cause 

the Pr inc i. pal Secretary ot Sta+,e t 0r tne C,) l on ies , pending 

T{eferrin~ ~y despRtch ot----- pronnsed sealing 
rcp:nl~tions aMend rlausA ten t,o read Port, ot Vi.rt,')ria or of 
Vancouver. hr i tish Go lu'1bi;1.. 
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receipt of ~l, M8"lloriBl frorn t~he owners ot cer+,a i.n seal inp: 

h::1,yo +,o offer on ... ~he condi t,ion~3 to be 8,r,+,acned +~o l ic8nses 

vrhe+,her to sea 1 nn'1tars or to vessels '-'nr;ared in se81ing 

anrl as to the ~achinery ror t11e issue 0t sucn lice~ses and 

enforci'1~ their conditions. 

de:~patch V' as ret erred, observes thBt in Uv) :18moria] 1.11 

qnestion exception is t~.ken r,:1 +Ale suo:~e:;tions :1~de 1n t,he 

rcnnrt of Sir Georp:8 Had8n-Po7eJl ::l.nd Dr . Dawson t.Ct8,t":::~, ii:ooit, 

1Jerson::1,l 1 i.censes f0r Whit,e hn'1ters . surh ] icenses t,l he 

SUP:'~est,ions as to tn8 lS';ng 11 1 iconses forn port,i.ons only 

of an extended syst8M o1 control Tinich , as Your ~xcellAncy 
:::~,nd 

1 s avm.r e. \',::~,c; to+.~ LPnUr::tb ly ento,rt:::>.ined "'".~heref ore. while 

T ' Hon The ''inister reasonable 
MBrine ;"?:H1 ~1 isnAries . 
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rqas:El8Jlle,it nay be 1J0irr~,ect out that,,under t,n8 pres~nt 

circn"lst.J:=tnces . such provis i -1ns ar8 not apn I i c:=tb l0 nor h~;ve 

they been :=wp 1 ied. 

Th0 ~'linis+.Jer.how8v8r,is ot Yplnlm ~,ha+, tne mrnber 

of l i censes for vessels should he unlimited so as to place 

there any mention regardin~ +,il.e 1ssue of individual le., 

licenses to Dunters m::~, de 1n Article 4 of tnq regul8,tions. 

which declsres +,hat each sea.li '1t_'!: vessel r.mst b0 provided · 

The ~inister consid~rs that tne licqnses to 

vessels shon1 d. ne issued an:mally. so as more 0i fect,ually 

t,o C'1'1trol the sei1.linp.: industry . a.s cont,e"''lplat .. ed by +Jhe 

:c e:::u l :~.t,i '1ns. by r0fusing to renew t,he ] icense in any case . 

''!h0re +,he m·:ner or "last er of a vesse 1 is nro,.red guilty o± 

wilful vi01·-,tion ot or wilful non- corrcli2.nce y;it.~n the 

regulations . 

exp0nse ')i adr1inistr::~.tion.a f e e of five nnll:-1.rs for each 

vess91 be <&a~:.blrerlll cb.arO"ed i' )r each 1 i cense . 

It is su~~ested · lso that ~he British licenses be 

Victoria .Bri.tish C:olu:nbia ,or other p0rs0n v;ho may he desif~n~.te.;t 
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At+,ached is ;'l_ form of license '"·:hich 1s 

Upon thfl revers0 side of every 1 ic,1nse it i•; snr::::"ested 

<)'\. 

go,rgr..._inp: the seal fishery as a.re necessary for +,he 

i 'lfor w.tion 8.nd ;-r:uidance of t,ne licenses., 

recorrt'10YHlat.Jions o! the Tribunal o± Arbi+,r~J,ion,'":1d +J,1a+, 

" tney Yii ll, i + +,hey 'leet t,hg ~.puroval oi Her "! 8 .. jgst,y• s 

st8.tutory enactr1ent in both Grea+, Brit::ti:n :otnd til8 United 

States to p:ive the':"1 tne force o-f law, rr 'll~ '''li n i "+ t=>r ,L _, _._ - .. ) _},_, 

United States. A~tention is also called to tne provision in 

-'-,hg 1)ropos8d rgr.;ulations toucnin:\ •11~e case of vessels r;hich 

it of irrportH.nce U1at. inasmuch as s:=J.i 1 inf( vessels only ar8 

lHid do-rm t,o '1eet ,-hat ls a cor11non occurrcmce ,-ith snch 

ves~;~ls. 

present repor+, may supply.as far as Your Excellency's 

Governnv~nt 
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Go,rernrnen+, can do, tne iniornatJion desireci by ~Ler t;Jajesty ' s 
1\ 

r9presentations qade hy. +J-10 Uni te(i S+~ates Ambass8.dor 1n 

l,ondon as inti'la+,ed in tha F;arl -)f Roseberry• s despatch 

W~shing.:ton tmlCi inr; the dec;ire of the Uni teci S+,ates' rJ-/w8rn-

ment for prompt action in t11e execution or' tne her1ring Sea 

and for 8 . . joint e~t ... ,o induce other Governments ~,o 

C'rl.rry t~l8t decision into e±Tect,. 

p 1 ea~:;ed t0 forwarci a cer t.. ifi8ri co-oy of this minute. if 

( Sd. John ,J. TV! c • Gee • 

('l 1 • 1 0 . r, •l ., _ Ar{. nt txv~, rlvy ,,ouncl • 
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1 J I C F. N S 11; • 

sa.iJ L1r~ 
to British s~:nr;'kiN~ Yessels engaged 1n iur- seal Iishing. 

0 

~ ,1,. Na"1e ~· I 

Ovrn9r or 
/ ''Hts+,er . Bri t,i sh s::>.i l inp: vesse 1 

havinr: S?utisfied the 1mdersihned,at.J +,lv~ Port of Victoria 
British Colu''lbia . as t.f) the fit,ngss of his 

. ±' 1' ~J ] d. en~ap,e 1:1 ur sea .. 1:!:I:Lp, • ::~.s cont,r.wrp . H.t.e oy 

hereby p:r~-~.nt.ed to +,Jie SP-.id s8,i l 1 nr~ vessel to L~iJ 1 ,captur8 
::tn.cl pur sne fur seals . in ::~.cco rd::tnce Y:i th t,119 con a. it, ions and 
~i~hi~ the liMi~s described in thG repul::ttions endorsed on 
this license . 

anCI is issued in flll'SUance of t11e :::lnf-l.rd of ~.h0 rrriDunal of 

concluded at Washi.np-ton on +Ju'3 89th Rebruary JH~8 . between 

Any violation rd or non- C')mpli::1,IlCe v:it.h the r"3f~Ulations 
and directions on +.,ne ot,ner side 1f +,l1 is 1 i cgnse rnnders 

pgnalties prescribed,in adnition to tne forfei~lr/3 of 
thn l i C811Se . 

Da~ed this ----------- day ~f ------------------ A. D. 189--
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'~overlno:: the tur-seal fisn;:;ry r,y Brit.i~·;h V8SS0l~; . ,, 

Ge.::er al 
Pr 1h i hi+, i '1 n . 

1n ::t.ny 'TI.A.n>ter whatever, t,h8 aninal corrFlon] y ea] led fur- seal 

wi tiYL !1 ~. zone 1f 60 geor;;rapni cal ni 1 es, o1 60 to a de gre w 

nf la~i~1de , around t n0 Prihloft Isla~ds.inclusive of the 

territori~l w~ters . 

H t 1' f ' + ' ~; f_.)tjh d . t . ) t . t 1 t 1 of' ·or j 1 o dle u ef,ree •1T nnr .,11 .a ,1 ,ua.e . and. eas ,war a 

strikes ·t., iv~ wat,gr ~~mmdary desrri.bed in Article I nf the 

Tre-::tty ot 186? be+,ween +. he united Syates ·:,_nd Bussia. a-td 

3. "1'1 vr.c-sol '"'X"BT' t "'"1. -11.11,... 'J~~,··.-,·~lc:: . ~ tl'-l,. l t v.> ~ •"' , , ,fJ u •">'h ..-_ • •:- •:: ~ ~1 • ,, C?t,rry on 

Drohibition shall not effect the use of such C?t"'loes or 

undccked boats prou elled by paddles, oars or s~ils.as Rre 

15 

4. No vess ·., 1 shall en~p:0 1n f nr s8a1 i1un ~. in~ , i +,hout 

5. 
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sea] fishing ;i t,hout i irst havinp~ satist ied ~.n0 -prop0r 

7 . Th0 ;:;~,bo'r0 rggulat,ions shall not. apply to Indi::ms 

dv~ell in~~ •1n t,ho. r· )::?.s+Js ot' +,11'~ +,erri.+,ory ·)f Gr'3at, Brit, a in or 
ot t,hrJ Uni +.J.;d St·'l~,gs <'>nd r-arryin;, '1n fur-s~"al fi~;hin;\ in 

c0nnection ,-·ith o•d'8r -.r<?ss •ls ·v1e1 prn-pr;ll8(l ,,h)lly by 

pad~les.oars or sails and ~an·ed by 1ot nore tnan tive 

persons e8.cl1 , i•1 th.; wp,_.y( pr·"l,c+,ised ny Indi:1.ns )provided such 

Indians ::~re not, 1 n t,hr ... (nlJ 1 ')Y'v:mt, oi "+,n.er por;,ons ·".,nd ~xorx:hi 

vr ovided tn~,t, '·/h8n so hurtt inP" in C8.noes or nndeckr~{l boa+,s '' 

• 
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fish ins ~>hall en1d0r arr1Jrat,"'1Y i!l i1is of 1. 1 ci8J l::>g-book 

t,he rh.t,q :.1.nd p l3.c0 ..,f each t11r s0::1.l t'i~;hi_nr-> Of:,'3ration and 

t, Jl.O. 

officqr 

s8:::.1 inrr so.:::~,son . 

1 f) . I n tho case 0f v i olation of any of t,~18S~ 

gi Y8 8, provisional on~ in lieu t118Y80l ,. or rr~tUr:-1 t,ho 

vess0ls ~;o s~Jiz~Jd thr; r:ourt, of Adnir:::J.lty in th£1 Province of 

Brit i.sh Columbia shall a] 1n13 hfW8 jurisdiction to try tlle 

16 ~v0ry onq usln~ ,r o.~ploying any vessel 1n the 

~lr-seaJ fishnry in the W8,tqrs described i~ s8ctinn 2 of 
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mentioned revtlations ShR]l be liable to ~he io}lo~in~ 

pPnalties.that is t~ sAy :
a. 

~1 0!' rY~?cy i i.rst, '1tfqnce '=l, "(J 8nalty no.._, S XC'3'Vi. ing 

"jil~r -:1 second 0t'fr-mce a p. tta.l ty not exc8echn,CJ:: $600 . and 

offence a p0n~lty not 0xcesrin~ S8UO . and rosts and a 

r, O"l"' ., n d ·r s 
of Crui.sers . 

17. 

l. He "t'"J.a.y ' "O 1n boArd it; 

r a~istry.liconse. 
'' 

official lof\-bo~k ,0t t ici a.l papers and oti"\.er docun~=Jnt,s 

~.re 1:1 +,1v:ir resner+Ji•re D 1ssessi~n or 0 1n+.rol on the 

vess0l ~.nd T'll1.y t,qke cop10s tlv~r eof 0r ~.'l.y lJ8.r+, t J1er.;of; 
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4. H_-; qA,y Y'~4nirg l,jlt; nas+,r~r to r-:ivn 8.ny 8"X1Jl8.Yl8,rjion 
-L; 

conc~rninp: +;~ 'TOS':;,..,] ::J.nd i~"·r ('rm·,: :1,nc a.ny TJ~rson 0r: ho:'l,rd 

fi. H8 ·1ay exa:-nw~ all s?.ils . snal l bos.ts ::met 

~-~·::.nor<" o~c• l fllt; , .. ) {,Arj l. l.. 

lf.) r.::ly'\11 ati!'1ns ~;hall b0 ,_, 

respqct to tn0 nationality of thq vess~l or D0rson P':',uilty 
~ '- . 

of such infractiJn . 

21 
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?1. Thr~1 ComJ"landers r;f Cru i.sers shall not :t\1rther 

pursue +,iv~ir visits 0r search 0n bt)a,rd a vessel,,vhich 1s 

not of tnoir o,.m nationality.u'11ess it, shou]cl be 

necessary for ".hr~ -pnrp r>so of 1bta ining proof of :"l.n oft ~nc":J 

or nf a co•n+_Jravention of t 11ese reg:ulat.ions; 

draw llp 8. formal st8tement of t,he verification of +,he~ facts :a. 

as ~1 i cited .. both fro"1 -~.)ile (l'::c l ar at ion oi ti:le }Htrt ie!:-3 

G,q ner:=tl 
Pr o~risirvlS . 23 When an offence 8.p;ainst t.)hese r0p::ula.t,ions 1s 

shall be liable to +,he like v(malty to which the person 

com~it\in~ such offence is liable to dnder tnese 1.. .• ' 

regulations. 
l. 

24 
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( if ·:tl i.v0 ) to ron7ir;t,ion. 

rontr:'l,ry 1·:inds.hy ·;·\ro:::1; +,ides or by any otil'3r c;:l.USt3 

+,n r'3~ain "'" .h~ir fishin'; v,round . th8 naster slud 1 b!1 bound to 

?,6. ex~rcls~Jxe 



Above 1s the letter H of th3 merchant s~nnce code 

of 5ign~ls . It is easily and ch~aply made requi_rinp: only 

tvvo pieces of buntinr; onl3 white and th'3 other red . 

It is nasi ly dis+Jinr;uished at a cons i~ dera.blr~ distanc0. 

It shoulci b9 ~;hown 8.t t,n0 nain:1ast hc~ad . 
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• ) 

1()03 -:) ( ( .. 

Sir.-

Urr:ent ?,? f. ?,4 pi?,r::-J.p:"raphs L~D and 150 sup:rest ions +,!"lr 1wn out ?.s t.~o 

a11cl 
inrv;-di8t'~ . tllP 1)oss ib i lit.~y ot control l inp: pql~-?"i C se8linf\ hy ( 

( int,raliCL ) a ] ir..,.ns~sy;,~,nT'l , )nr· 0i t,ne sub-sngf;estirms 

b~in:." -~-,iln,t. :::~, l i."lit,ed nuytJ.h.er ot p"r~;ona.1 1icrms"'::; sh·)uld 

syst~n pf p~rsnna1 licensns tor vhi~e ~lntqrs such 

lic~nses t.~o b~ r~n8\VablP an n::J.] Jy . " 

'Vhil~>t ·m hav~"J no d0si.r~ +,o r ·1ise f'~ont:ar~1 oo,jections 
~ 

~o a ~ell considered ]icensin~ systen,if to be nqcAssary 
"' 

to 1ur interes+,s. 

We 
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throur::h tne op er8J, ion of ordina.ry trade comp0t it ion, the 

v1ares of h1v1ters 1HW0 heen ~radua11y raised fro,.., $1.25 per 

skin to as hir;h ( for t,he best r1.en ) as $4 .50 per skin . 

incn~asc:d, and each succeedinr" year we n"'.ve i\re<1,t,c:r 

difficulty in engagln~ our 11 ·' n throu?h tnn h::1.bi t ot +J1.ei.r u 

going: the rounds of t~1e fev mmers and capt;:i,ins ::md 

U0C 1\:ets we belie"re ou;~ nresent dii:;ic11l+,j:es w·mld be 

cmormom~ly increased. 
h. 

E~deavours have tF~en frequently n?.de to ind'li.ce hunters t,1 

h . 1 . 1 l s lp on a ay.1.e •• sucn as ;::J, quar•,er ot t,nl=l narKet pr1ce 

such 1 i 1-':e offers the 1en have,Wf-) be] ir3ve in every ins+,ance., 

this year.rnfused to acc13pt,,t,tms insistinp:: '1n J1i~h fixed 

fluctu::l,ti:Hls in the m8.rket value ot skins. 

If 
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If.hnwev8r . personal licenses are uH,imately 

men aft,gr thBy ha.vg he en shi 11ped . and +Jlat they should be 

owners V/oulci have soMe ovo,1r-t:.u:1i.ty +,n protect nursel'!es by 

s c;l o,ctinf\ onl y ths nost conTJ "'Jt'-}nt, men- all of 1::hon are well 

knov;n to us . instead of fall inp: v i ct i ms to a monop)-y . 

}!;arnest.~ ly begpinr; your favour 2.ble con~>ider:1tion . 

( Sd. ) 

( Sd. > 

( Sd. > 

Hon C. H. TupTler 

Sir . 

,J ohn G. Gox. 
Schor)n~3rs . 
nSaTJDhi:be lt 
uTri{mph" 
" :~ . B . ~ 'iai"rin" 
"Car 1 ni·, i·, a. Cr . Cox 11 

" V r~r (1., H 

"An-li.e ~~ ?aint . 11 

l)J-·1 . Gr :1. :·1':, . 

Sch:1rv1er s . 
"Be '1 t. rice . " 
"Ainoko .. 
Hall.Goepel & Co . 
Mana,~in~ owners schonners 
"Geneva"'-
.. 0 c 8 9oll. i e 1 -, e 11 

linister 0t Marine ~nd ?isheries . 

Otta;wa. 

\ 



~~xtract from Report of Sir Charles Russell and Sir 

Richard Webster on Canadian obJections-

Paragraph 4-

.. .1. We think it desiraiJle that, beJ.ore being 

" iorwarded to Washington, the British Bill should contain 

" a provision bringing it into j orce only by Order of the 

" Queen in Council; because we ag-ree with Sir C.H.Tupper 1 s 

" criticism that the necessary regulations respecting 

11 li,nses, for ascertaining the fitness oi the men, and the 

11 machinery ior carrying out these regulations should be 

11 first provided: and :further, until the U.S. have passed 

" correlative legislation, the British Act ought not to 

11 apply. As regar~s ships that have bona fide sailed wit}~ 

"-out notice o± the Award, it i~, we think, also desirable to 

" insert a cl8.use in the prvposed. draft Bill to meet such 

"cases." 
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Regulations for 1894 

Special ins tructions for sealing vessels lawfully navigating 
'nt.Mt:t:~, 

the~area of the award during the close season. 

I. No sealing vessel shall be seized or detained by reason of 

the absence of a license or of a distinctive flag or merely on 

account of seals,seal-skins or fishery implements being found on 

board,but unless there be evidence of unlawful Seal-hunting 

the Commander of the cruiser visiting such sealing vessel shall 

deliver to the master a Certificate of the number of seals and 

seal-skins found on board on that date(keeping a copy of such cer-

tificate),and allow the vessel to proceed on her way. 

II.Any sealing vessel lawfully traversing or intending to traverse 

the said waters during the close season for the purpose of retur-

ning to her home port or of proceeding to any other port or to 

or from the sealing grounds,or for any other legitimate purpose 

may,on the application of the master have her fishery implements 

sealed up and an entry thereof made on her clearance or Log 

Book and such sealing up and entry shall be a protection to the 

vessel against interference by any cruiser,in the said waters du-

ring the close season,so long as the seals so affixed shall remain 

unbrmken,unless there shall be evidence of seal-hunting notwith-

standing. 

III.The sealing up of fishery implements and the entry thereof 

may be effected by any naval officer,or Customs officer or (im 

Japan) by any Consul of the nation to which the vessel belongs. 

It may be also effected at sea as regards U S Vessels by the 

Commander of a British Cruiser and as regards British Vessels 

by the Commander of an U S Cruiser. 
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Ot)tawa, lOth. ~'eb. 1894-

TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

THF; GOVii~P.NOH G~jNERAL 

IN COUNCIL 

The undersigned has had referred to hin1 a despatch from 

Her Ma,jesty's Ambassador at Washing·ton dated 30th.January, 

1894. 

Her Majesty's Ambassador, under instructions from Her 

Majesty's Government, forwards for the consideration of the 

Canadian Government, copy of a note from Secretary of State 

Gresham, daterl. 2ttth.January,l894. 'rhe note contains a draft 

Convention ±or the irnmediate enforcement of the lt'ur Seal 

Reg'Ulati ons. 

'T'he draft refers to the Award of the Tribunal of 

Arbitration. It embraces the 9 Articles of the findings 

of the Arbitrators. 

~' ive other Articles are added, containing agreements 

j or the enactment of laws touching the policing of t)he seas, 

the imposition oi pena]ties and the identifjcation of vessels 

The undersigned has the honour to submit that, the 

necessity ior a further Convention of this character does 

not appear. It is not usual to en·ter into a convention to 

ensure the rocognitj oti of obligations which have ,Just arisen 

out of a Treaty between the same powers. 

The undersie;ned ventures to suge;est that an exchange of 

opinions only is now required, respecting the terms of the 

legislation in the r espective countries ior enforcing the 

regulations pre~~cribed by the Award. 

A 



A despatch from the Colonial Office dated 20th.April, 

1893, covered corre£pondence between Her Majesty's Ambassador 

at Washington and Mr. Wharton, in which reference was made to 

the obligatory nature of the regulations to be made by the 

Arbitrators. 

It was understood that the negotiations to take pl ace 

at WashingtonYwould assume the shape of a friendly discussion 

of the regulations when propo~dtions might be exchanged. 

The draft agreement in question does not embrace con-

-siderations of the character then discussed. 

30 Jan. '94. Her ~ ~\ajesty' s Ambassador in his despatch cover1ng the 

note and draft convention, observes that they have "refe -,.' ence 

11 to the proposed negotiations at Washington for giving 

" effect to the Award of the Behring Sea Arbitration Tribunal 

While the draft deals with restrictions upon pelagic 

sealers, the undersigned r:_esires to call particular attention 

to what he deems an important omlssJon. 

Neither in the despatch, note, or draft convention, is 

there a reference to the cl s. ims for compensation so long 

standing • 

..§£- pp.l778, The decision of the Arbitrators of August last, carried 
1779,1780, 
Shll7rthand with it an obligation on the part of the United States' Gov
Notes Paris 
Tribunal -ernment to satisfy the legitimate claims ior damages and 
and find-
-ings of compensation involved. 
fact in 
:hard. 

It is to be noted, in this connection, that although 

these claims are still outstanding and unsatisfied, the 

United States Government have practically and during the past 

three 



three years by agreement, absolutely excluded those who were 

wronged and others intere~ted from rights and occupations 

which were theirs to enjoy. 

In a communica.tion from the ~'oreign Office to the Col

-onial iJffice, dated Novem1)er, J.BP::>, (enclosed in despatch of 

llth.December,l88:3) it is said: 

" As regards the claims for compensation for the vessels 
" illegally seized by U.S.Cruisers in Behring Sea to which 
11 your other letter of 26th.October refers, Lord Rosebery 
11 desires me to say that he will be teady to bring the matter 
.. before the United States Governm~nt as soon as the djscuss
"-ion on the concurrent regulations are opened. It would 
11 scarcely be politic to enter upon thelque£tion of compen£a
"-tion without somepractical evidence of readiness to carry 
" the other part of the award into effect . 11 

It is earnestly hoped that the importance of dealing 

with the sub,Jects of cornpensation and of the Regulations 

simultaneously will be recognized. 

'!'he draft Conventiolh however, 1.gnores the spirit which 

prompted Lord Rosebery in writing this despatch. 

P.C.Rei. The undersigned would call attention to the despatch of 

26 J. Her lvlajesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies, 3rd.Januar.Y 

1894, VIhere Lord Ripon says in connection with the claims to 

compen£ation: 

' 1 In reply I have to acquaint you that a copy of the 
" statement has been forwarded to Her Ma,jesty' s Ambassador 
11 at Washington, with instructions to bring these clai..!R:L to 
.. the notice of U.S.GoverruJlent, on whatever occasion yeu may 
11 consider most opportune, after the opening of the discussio h 
.. on the award of the Behring Sea Tribunal . " 

In the light of all the circumstances the Canadian 

Government could not, it 1s aszumed, be expected to express 

anything but disapproval of a convention in the terms of the 

draft under review. 

WitJ1 these observations the undersigned desires to deal 

with Articles 10 to 14 of the Convention-

Additional 



Additional Cl~1ses-

Article 10 provides for the -r;resent anri future enactment 
Enclosures 

of requisite laws. 

l!lf P.C.7 J. The position of Her Ma,jesty' s Government on this point 

has been thus expressed: In a despatch 2nd.December,l898, 

enclosed .i)n a Colonial Office despatch of llth.December,l893, 

it is said: 

"The only other point on which special instructions to 
11 Sir Julian Pauncefote appear to be necessary is that the 
restrictions iwposed upon pelagic sealing by the award of the 

,." Tribunal must be regarded as the maxinnJD of what Her 
Majesty 1 s Government are prep,; red to accept, a.nd that any 
" modification of the regulations laid down in the award, in 
" the direction of increased severity, must be compensated by 
" some equivelant relaxation." 

Article 11 is of great in1porta!10e. 

It obliges Her Majesty's Government to ,join in the 

expenses and responsibilities involved in the policing of the 

waters of Behring Sea and of the North Pacific Ocean, cover

-ing an enormous extent from March until November of each 

year, with a sufficient force of vessels properly equipped 

and fitted for the service of enforcing the stipulations 

contained and laws agreed upon. 

It is perhaps foreign to the duty of YOUR EXCELLENCY's 

Advisers to offer opinions upon this matter, but with defer

-ence, it may be suggested that after Great Britain has 

provided the necessary legislation to give effect to the 

award of the Arbitrators, and nalJled the Courts be:fore which 

infractions of such laws by British vessels may be tried, her 

obligation in every sense ceases . 

It can hardly be seriously pressed that Her Ma,jesty' s 

Government should become bound to the Government of the 

United States to guard either their interests or the seal 

fisheries 



fi~heries, or the seal interests of the United States on the 

Pribylov Islands. 

The right~ of the United States Government and those of 

the nationals of other countries have now been authoritative

-ly rl.ecideil. and confirmed. 

Behring Sea and its fisher ies have been declazed open to 

the world. Certain restrictions have been ulaced upon 

pelagic ~eaUng, which r1 reat Britain is bound to respect to 

the extent of enacting these re~trictions by appropriate 

legislation, but it is for the United States Government to 

avail itself of these restrictions in favour of the interests 

of the United States. 

Great Britain may be properly left to protect such 

interests as she may have In a manner most suitable to her-

-self. When restrictions In fishing within certain waters 

of the Atlantic were, as in 1818 and 1888 sgreed to between 

the two countries, there was no suggestion that the armed 

vessels of the United States should be asked to assist in the 

protection of those waters. 

Art.jcle 12. 

Such portions of this Article as provide for the handing 

over of seized vessels etc.,to the authorities of the nation 

to which they belong, and the designation of convenient 

po~ts where such deliveries may be made, ar e not ob,Jection

-able and the provisions under this head for legislation and 

Britisl Regulations are substantially oi the same character, 

and amply sufficient. 

'fhat portion imposing extravagant penalties ior vio

-lations of the regulations will, it is hoped, never receive 

the approval of Her tVia.,je sty' s Government. 
The 



The vrews of the Canadian Government on this point have 

P .C.Rei. been alrAady fully expressed in the a·pproved fJlinute of Coun

-cil of 11th. January, 1894. 

Artiole 13. 

Provides for the dinJCmsions of the distinguishing flag 

to be carried by licensed vessels. The dimensions, however, 

are left in blank, but the flag is to be white in colour, 

having thereon a black letter S. as large as the size of the 

flag will admit. 

Although this ~s not an important detail, it may be 

stated that the distinguishing flag already recommended by 

the Canadian Government, is the letter H. of the Merchant 

Service Code of Signals. It was chosen because it was cheap, 

convenient and simple, requiring only two pieces of bunting, 

one white and the other red. It was pro·posed that it should 

be shown at the main roast-head. 

Regarding lvlr.Gresha.ro's reference to the Act of 29th. 

F1ebruary, 1892, as a manifestation of a disposition to give 

effect to the results of the Arbitration, it may be remarked 

that this Act merely provides for the exter:sion of an exist

-ing United States StatuteS, by proclamation, whenever an 

~ffective International agreement should be concluded between 

Her Ma.Jesty' s Government and. that of the United States. It 

1s not said whether this proclamation has been issued. 

Section 1956 of thA Revised Statutes, on which the 

United States Government originally relied, vrohibited the 

)tilling oi fur-seals ( among other animals) in the territory 

of Alaska or the waters thereof. The present Act when 

proclaimed, would extend this section, with others, to in-

-clude 



-elude a portion only of limits covered by the Award of the 

Arbitrators. 'J'his legislation, however, is not in accord 

with the Award, because it forbids the killing of fur-seals 

at all times, whereas the Arbitrators decided that seals may 

lawfully be killed in these waters at certain periods of the 

year. 

If the United States Government intend that the Act 

should have force, it can on]y apply to the citizens of the 

l~ited States of America. 

Mr. Greshatn' s note states that such further l egi sl ati on 

as may be re qui red on the ·part of the TJni ted States, to give 

effect to the Arbitration, the CTcJVernroent binds itself, In 

the Convention to provide. A like obligation Being imposed 

on HerMaaesty's Government. There appears to be no 

necessity ior a convention ior this purpose . 

Mr. Gresharo states that the time lost has brought us to 

the opening of another sealing season, viithout any definite 

steps having been taken jor the execution of the Paris Award . 

And he records the President's opinion that the first obJect 

to be accomplished is to give immediate effect to the regu

-lations ira.med by the Arbitrators . f.s has already been 

observed, no reference is made to the settlement of long 

standing claims . 

ilfhile fully r ecognizing the importance of putting into 

force the provisions of the Award and settling any [l'lethod ior 

the ad,justment and payment oi claims , as speedily as it is 

practicable, itJ is submitted that partial and hurried action 

at this date w~ll ariect legitimate operations of the present 

year 1n a serious degree, and is not called for by the Award 

or by the Treaty stipulations. If partial measures are 

nevertJte 1 ess 



nevertheless adopted, it is to be hoped that care will be 

taken to confine prohibition to the sub,jects of ( l) close 

season, ( 2) the use of fire arms in Behring Sea, and ( :i) 

the protective zone. 

In these cases provision jor notice is necessary, as 

many vessels have already proceeded to sea. 

With regard to (1) the distinguishing flag not yet agree 

-d upon (2) the licenses to sealing vessels and (3) the 

examination of the practical hunters, as to their skill with 

the weapons by means of which the hunting 1s carried on, it 

is submitted that there is no possibility of these provisions 

being complied with during this year. 

Pr~bably every British vessel which will engage 1!1 the 

industry this year, has already started on her voyage after 

making elaborate preparation::; for a year's work. ~'he se 

vess.~ ls necessarily rl.epa,rted viithuut either a license or a 

distinguishing flag. 'rhey touk, of course, hunters who have 

not been examined, and for whom ntg examination was provided. 

It is iurther respectfully submitted that, any restrict

-Ions on the cperations oi the current year, should exempt 

those who have departed In good iaith on their sealing 

operations, without notice of such restrictions and without 

the possibility of conforming to them. 

'fhe undersigned begs to state that enquiries were made 

by many of the sealers, prior to sailing, a::; to what con

-ditions would likely obtain this year. 

Appendices. Appended is the correspondence with sealing iirros on 

this 
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this point. 

Mr.Gresltaro observes tha.t the United States would gladly 

prohibit entirely the killing of seals for a term of from one 

to three years, but that unless Her Ma,jesty' s Government 

should be willing to agree to that meaS'i re, it only remains 

i or the tv;o Governments to efi ect +.Jhe r ep;u l a.ti ons determined 

upon by the ~'ribunal. 

It is not thought rn Canada, that the present condition 

of the industry is such as to call for the total prohibition 

of pelagic sealing by the two Governments. This proposition 

would, moreover, it seems be handing the industry over to 

vessels of other nat ions. The Canar)j an sealing fleet as 

already observed, has !~ailed for the sealing grounds, and 

could not be recalled, if such a recall were desired. 

It may possibly be practicable to prohibit all sealing 

both on the Islands and in the waters of Behring Sea, each of 

the Pribylov Islands, leaving the roain waters of the North 

Pacific and of the eastern portion of Behring Sea open, 

provision always being made for due notice to all concerned. 

The undersigned recommends that a copy oi this report, 

( ij approved) be forwarded to the Principal Secretary of 

State for the Colonies t or the inf orma ti on of Her Ma(jesty' s 

Government. 

Respectfully submitted-

(sd) Chatles Hibbert Tupper-



t~~, 0:-~ 
/ 

( Annex "A" to P.C. 149 J. ::SOth.March, 1894) 

Marine and Fisheries, Canada 

Ottav.fa, March 29th. 1894 

TO HIS EXC}iLLENCY 

rrHH: GOV&JRNOR GF;NERAL 

IN COUNCIL-

The undersigned has hadreferred to him a 

P .C.Ref. despatch from His Excellency Her Majesty's Ambaf;sador at 149 J. 
Washington, cornrrrunieating by desire of the Secretary of State 

±or ~~oreign Aff a.i rs, a proposal by the United States tor an 

arrangelJlent by exchange of Diplomatic Notes, for the ·present 

season, pending legislation to give effect to the Behring Sea 

Award. 

'.lhe first clause of this arranJ::;eroent reads as fall ows: 

"1. Her Ma,jesty' s Government will establish and x:ettiex 

'' enforce the close season which is prescribed by the Award 

" in the North Paci:fic Ocean, including Behring Sea, namely, 
11 during the m-onths of May, June and July. But the area of 

"such close season shall not extend further than 42' South." 

It is presumed the la~~t vwrds are intended to imply that 

the area to be affected by the elose season shall not extend 

further south than 42' of North Latitude, this being the 

limitation contained in the Imperial Order in Council of 4th. 

July, 1893,' -under Act 58 Vjctoria, Chapter 2~. The period of 

thefproposed close season is unob,jectionable, but no reason 

is given for extending it beyond the time pre\cribed by the 

Award. 

The language of this clause, it would appear, commits 

Her Ma,jAsty's Government to the policing of the waters of the 

North Pacific !if«;y: Ocean north mg of the 42nd..degree of North 

Latitude, inclu~ing Behring Sea and the ProtPctive Zone. 

The 
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P.C.59 J. 

The undersigned ventures to remark that the obligation 

of Her Majesty's Government in the matter does not at present 

extend so far, nor was it contemplated hitherto that Her 

Ma,jesty' s Government should assume such a responsibility, or 

in any event enter into a Convention to that end. 

YOUR EXCBLLBNCY'S attention is resvect±ully invited to 

the report of the undersigned, date d lOth., covered by the 

approved Minute of Council of the l2th.F'ebruary, 1894, 1n 

which he deaJ.t with this point. 

The second cl~use of the proposed agreement reads: 

"2. The Government oi the United States will, under 

11 their existing legislation take similar steps." 

H.R.5938, 5~:3 In addition to the Act passed to give effect to the 
Cong.2 
Sess. Award of the Arbitrators, applicable to the North Pacific 

Ocean, outside of Behring Sea, the United States Senate 

passed an Act to extend to the North Pacific the prov1s1ons 

of the Statutes for the protection of fur-seals and other 

fur-bearing a!"':ima1s. 

The former of these Acts, however, embraces an area 

reaching as far south as the :i5th.degree of North Latitude. 

Both Acts apply only to the citizens of the United States. 

The undersigned desires to call attention to the fact 

that the United States Act above cited prohibits the use of 

Air guns. This prohibit,ion was not cont,emplated in the 

Award. 

The third clause provi(les for proceeding v~Tith the necess 

-ary legislation for carrying out the whole award, and its 

immediate en:f.orcement on the expiration oi the close season, 

first of August. 

'Phis calls for no comment. 
'~'he 



The f~urth clause reads: 

"4. If such lep;islation, ow1ng to any unexpected delay, 

11 shall not be completed, so as to be put in force on August 

11 lst., the close season shall continue tor such further 

" period for effectjng that purpose as the two Gov~rnments 

11 may think necessary." 

In the opl!u on oi the undersigned, this -v;ould p'i ace it i 

In the power of the United States to terminate pelagic seal

-1ng. 

It is possible that some time may elapse before the 

w·hole of the Award will have been put in iorce. 

'I'he question of claims is here involven. 

It is trusted that Her Ma.jesty' s Government will not 

agree to any cessation of seal huntjng in the North American 

waters of the Pacjfic Ocean, so long as seal killing may 

proceed u~interruptedly on the Pribylov Islands. 

'I'he fifth clause provides: 

"5. A Convention will be entered into by the two Powel+s 

" for the settlement of the Behrinr-; Sea Claims as soon as 

" necessary legislation for carrying out whole Award shall 

" be completed. 11 

'l'he undersigned has fre quently been obliged t)o dwell U f.> OJ-t, 

the absence of any suggestion on the part oi the United 

States Authorities to discharge their obligations in connect

- i on with the claims for damages, while vigorously pressing 

for an enforcement oi the Reg11l a ti ons. 

Great Britain 1s now asked to enter into a Convention 

which provides that the question of claims shall not come up 

for settlement until all " necesaary" le~i s lation ior carry

-ing out the whole Award shall be completed. 

1'he 

, 
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'l'he language of the clause J s such t Lat it is not clear 

when the exact time will arrrve tor dealing with the claims. 

The undersignerl. de Pros it hi ~~ duty to respectfully pro-

-test against any agrct-:ment being made respecting the erd orce 

-rnent of the Regulations until a satisfactory basis for the 

ad,Justment of the clain1s has been settled and determined. 

A despatch from the ~oreign Oifice to the Colonial 

Office dated l8th.November, 1893, in which Lord Hosebery is 

represented as saying he woulii be ready to bring the matter 

of clairlls before the United States (1overnment, as soon as the 

discussion on the concurrent regulations were opened, was 

referred to the undersigned some time since . 

1'he rernarks of the unnersigned on this point were 

emborUerl in lUrmtes of Councjl :ilst.Janua.ry, lf394, and 12th. 

~'ebrua:ry, 1894. 

The 1.m.dersigned. r r>grets that a postponement o± the 

question of damages shoulci n~ contemplated until the 

secondary, subsidiary question of re6·ulations has been fin-

-ally arranged. 

He therefore venturAs to express the earnest ho·pe that 

Her Ma,jesty' s Govermnent will not accede to this proposal. 

The last clause of the proposed agreemertt is as iollows: 

"6. 'rhe two Powers , . .;ill immediately invite Russia and 

" Japan to negotiate a quadruple Convention with them for the 

11 adoption ot suitable international re6"'Ulations ±or the 

" pr8servation of the fur-seal s-pecies; such convention to 

" be a~plicab le on the High seas as ,~~~~ell as within the 

11 sovereignty of each of the i our Powers." 

'Phis 



" free. It i~ hoped that po~tponement of claims until 

11 Regulation~ determined will not be agreed to, Convention 

11 four powers, three owning rookeri e~, ob ,jectj onab le. See 

" Minute of Council :--\l~t.January, 12th.~1ebruary and ii 26th. 

11 March. Report by maj 1." 

'l'he undersigned has the honour to further recommend 

that Your Excellency be moved to forward copie~ of this 

report, if approved, to the Right Honourable the Principal 

Secretary of State for the Colonies, and to hi~ Excellency 

Her Ma.jesty' s Amba~sador at Wa~hjngton. 

Re~pectfu.lly submitted

(sd) Charl es H.Tupper. 
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TO HIS EXCELLENCY 

The GOV'8RNOR GENRRAL 

IN COUNCIL-

The 11ndersigned has had referred to him a despatch 

irom the Right Honourable the Principal Secretary of State 

for the Colonies, dated 21st . E'ebruary, 1894. 

This Despatch announces that the observations of 

YOUR EXCRLLFiNCY'S Advisers upon the Draft Bill for giving 
effect to the Behring Sea Award, had been considered by the 

Attorney General and Sir Richard Webster . 

The memorandum of Sir H.Jenkyns, to which reference 
P .C.Ref. is also made, among other things, formed the sub,Ject of 120 (J. 

a despatch from Lord Ripon, dated 28th.F'nbruary, 1894. 

Sir Charles Russell and Sir Richard Webster allude to 
the undesirability of giving the United States Government 

any cause for complaint on the ground of delay, and suggest 

that some Minister, representing a.uthoritatively the views 

of the Canadian Government, should be in Washington, during 

the discus si on whi eh must arise between Her Ma,jesty' s 

Ambassador and ·the United States Secretary of State . 

The undersigned appreciates the necessity for avoiding 
undue delay on the whole sub,ject of the Award. 

It is equally important to protect vested rights from. 

erobarrassment0·10r undue restriction. 

Hurried action at the present ,Juncture u·pon the very 

wide and fa~=reaching propositions of the United States, 

must be attended with great danger to the most valuable 

interest possessed by British sub,jects in the North Pacific 
Ocean. 

'rhis 



'rhis industry has been built up by the perseverance of 

the hardy sea-faring population of the Dominion, 1,1any of whom 

have pushed their way around Cape Horn in fast sailing 

schooners. 

The enterprise which has been shown in exploiting the 

waters of both hemispheres in the Pacific is, in the o ~inion 

of the undersigned, deserving of all possible support. 

Sir Ch:1. rles Russell and Sir Richard Webster think it 

desirable that a modus vivendi should be arrived a~, say to 

cover the period up to the beginning of next season. 

The Act 56 and 57 Victoria, Chap.2~, expires on lst. 

July, lR95. 

~'he interval, Ht their opinion, would be ample for the 

necessary mutual legislation, and for formulating any necess
-ary instructions. 

'I'hey point out that the prohibition of sealing could, 

( if desired) be extended to the waters north of 42nd.degre$ 
of North Latitude, under Sections 1 and 5 (2) of the Act 

above mentioned. 

These Sections read as follows: 

"1. Her Majesty the Queen may, by Order-in-Council, 
11 prohibit during the period specified by the Order, the 
11 catching of seals by British ships in such parts of the 
11 seas to which this Act applies as are specified by the 

" Order. 11 

"5. (2). This Act shall apply to the seas within that 

.. part of the Paciiic Ocaan knO\A.tn as Behring' s Sea, and 

" within such other parts of the Pacific Ocean as are North 

of 



" of the 42 parallel of North Latitude." 

1. The undersigned observes that the scope ot the 

suggested modus vivendi is not indicated. He, however, 

presumes that clause 1 of the proposed arrangement communi-

P.C.Ref. -cated by Sir Julian Pauncefote's despatch of 26th.March, 
149 J. 

1894, is based upon the above suggestion. 

That despatch was dealt with by the report oi the 

undersigned of 29th.March, 1894. 

The undersigned would add to what he has already 

reported to YOUR EXC-~~LLENCY that while the former clause of 

the Act applies to such parts of the seas as are speciiied 1n 

the Order, the latter clause affects parts of the Pacific 

Ocean North of the 42nd.parallel of North Latitude. 

Although this limitation does-not extend as far South as 

that mentioned in the Award, which reaches the :-:\5th. parallel 

of North Latitude, it does not, like the Award, fix the 

eastern limit at the l80th.degree of Longitude. 

The undersigned therefore trusts that in any Imperial 

Order-in-Council wh.i)ch may be passed, in pursuance of any 

such agreement as suggested, it should be specified that the 

eastwardly limit of its application shall accord strictly 

with that mentioned in the Award, and not be extended to 

embrace the waters surrounding any of the Aleutian Islands 

east of "Lhe 180th.degree of Longitude. 

2. Sir Charle!~ Russell and Sir Richard Webster agree 

with YOUR EXCELLENCY'S Advisers that there is no necessity 

· for a fresh convention unless it be intended to vary the 

rules laid dovm in the Award, and to bring jn other Powers. 

'Phe 



The Counsel observe that the United States Secretary of 

State appears to think that the Powers mentioned in Article 

12 of the proposed draft Convention regarding the seizure 

and handing over of vessels of the respective nations, may 

properly be effected by a Convention. They, h~;ever, were o 

of opinion that legislation is essential. 

They add that in addition to necessary legislation in 

each Cou!ltry, there will still be important matter.rwhich may 

be properly and adequately dealt with by instructions to be 

mutually agreed upon. 

In this con.'lection the undersigned desires to state his 

opinion that if the ob,jections to the Bill embodied in the 

several approved Minutes of Council which have recently bean 

forwarded are not adopted and included in the provisions of 

the Act as finally passed, such instructions may be issued 

touching its enforcement as will include as many of those 

v~ews as possible. 

The undersigned desires to remind YOUR EXCELLENCY that 

the policy of the United States Government has all along been 

and still is to discourage and stop their own pelagic sealers 

where their operations have been carried on in the American 

waters of the Pacific Ocean. 

It does not follow that because of exceptional c~rcum-

-stances the United States Government desire to confine as 
~ { < •• ...., much as possible the sealing business to their vesrel;s, that 

the iuii Canadian Government, through Her Ma,jesty' s Govern-

-roent, should in any way assist in embarrassing Canadian 

sealers. 



sealers. 

Sir Charles Russell and Sir Richard Webster then point 

out that the proposed British Bill merely authorized the 

seizure by British Officers of British ships, and add that 

the power of such Officers to seize American ships must be 

conferred by the United States legislation by analogy to 

Clause 3, sub-clause ~ of the proposed British Bill. 

The undersigned begs to remind YOUR EXCELLENCY that 

H.R.5936 the United States Bill to give effect to the Award of the 
53 Gong. 
2nd.Sess. Arbitrators does not provide for the seizure of United 

H.R.5936 
5:3 Gong. 
2 Se ss. 
Sec.9 

States vessels by British ships. 

The Counsel proceed- 11 In deed we think it would be 

11 desirable, as soon as the schemes of British legislation 

11 and instructions are determined, there should be an inter-

"-change of drafts between t he Representatives of the two 

" Governments. The mutual instructions should provide for 

"the handing over of any vessel &c., seised, to a specified 

" Court of the nationality to which such vessel f.:c., belongs. 

11 In the case of the Canadian vessels, say the Britjsh Vice

" Admiralty Court in British Columbia, and in the case of 

11 the American vessels, say the Admiralty Court of Sitka, or 

" of San Francisco, as the United States Government may 

" elect. 11 

Touching the Vice Admiralty Court of British Columbia, 

as the Court before which British vessels should be tried, 

the undersigned begs to revort that it 1s in accord with the 

op1n~on of YOUR EXCELLENCY'S Advisers. 

In this connection the undersigned would point out that 

the Bill in the United States Senate to give effect to the 

Award 



P.C.Ref. 
120 tT. 

Award, stipulates that offences under the Act may be 

prose·..;uted either in the District Court of Alaska, or 1n any 

District Court of the United States in California, Oregon, 

or Washington. 

3. The Counsel suggested that Sir Henry Jenkyns should 

put in fom his criticisms of the observa.tions the unde!sign

-ed ventured to make upon the British draft Bill. 

YOUR EXCELLENCY will recall that Sir Henry Jenkyns' 

·criticisms were ref erred in the form of a memorandum by a 

covering despatch from the Marquis of Ripon, dated 28th. 

~1eb ruary, 1894. 

'.rhey were dealt with by the undersigned in his report 

to YOUR EXCELLENCY of 24th. embodied in the approved Minute 

of Council of 26th.March, 1894. 

Sir Charles Russell and Sir Richard Webster while of 

opinion that the clause 12 of Mr.Gresham's draft Convention 

is too highly penal, cannot think that the provjsions of the 

Bill are so, in as much as the penaltjes mentioned are the 

maximum, and the British Vice Admiralty Court may be trusted 

to exercise its powers judiciously. 

They are of opinion that the British Government ought to 

exhibit a readiness to assent to a code whose penalties shall 

be sufficiently severe to prevent the recurrence of the 

offences aimed at. There are, it is said, not wanting 

precedents of equal stringency to those proposed in the Bill 

for the observance of fishery Conventions. 

The severity oi' the penalties imposed by the Bill was 

fully 
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fully dealt with in the report of the undersigned, covered 

by the approved Minute of Council, 26th.March, 1894. 

He has nothing to add to the reply on this point therein 

contained. 

He <lesire:~ again to urge upon the consideration of Her 

Ma,jesty' s Government that the penal ties are perilous to the 

industry involved, and are calculat;ed to bring about a with-

-drawal of the capital at present invested therein, and dis-

-courage iurther investment. 

Respecting precedents said to be of equal stringency, 

the undersigned would revert to tlh.e Minute of Council first 

above referred to, wherein these alleged precedents were 

examined and discussed. 

It was shown that these acts contained comparatively 

insignificant penalties. 

'I'he undersigned has already referred to the permanent 

character of the award. 

No provision is nade for a change in the penalties 

should they prove in effect prohibitory. 

Their tendency will, in the opinion of the undersigned, 

be towards a withdrawal of a better class of vessels and 

crews, and to throw the industry into the hands of l ess 

scrupulous men, who with old and worthless vessels, will run 

the risk ±or a probable catch of seals by the evasion of the 

Cruisers. 

This 1s a contingency which the undersigned is convinced 

would be foreign to the wishes of Her Majesty's Government. 

Regarding the i ourth -~ lause of the Counsels' report, 

the undersigned is gratified to observe that they agree with 

his contention that the necessary regulations respecting 

licenses, 



licensee, the ascertainment of the f_~tness of men, and the 

machinery for carrying out these regulatjons should first be 

~rovided. Also, that until the United States have t:assed 

correlative legislation, the Briltish Act ought not to apply. 

A clause has, it appears, been added, providing for the 

Act being brought into force by Order of the Queen in c ~.mncil 

Sir Charles Russell and Sir Richard Webster are of 

op1n1.on that as regards ships that have bona fide sailed 

without notice of the Award, it is desirable to meet such 

cases by the insertion of a clause in the pro·posed draft 

Bill. 

The undersigned observes that when this suggestion 

orir;i nated from YOUR EXCELU~~NCY'S Advisers therewas nothing 

to indicate that such an exemption was intended to apply to 

sealers who had sailed without a knowledge of the Award. 

It has not been contended that such sailings took place. 

But many oi those who did sail with a knowledge of the 

Award first asked to be informed respecting the provisions of 

the contemplated Act. 

In the absence of any legislation which was to be oi an 

Imperial characte,·, these vessels sailed without licenses, 

without an examination of men a~~ to fitness, and with little 

chance of learning the provisions of any legislation which 

may be decided upon during their absence. 

These were the cases for which YOUR EXCELLENCY'S 

Advisers desired provision to be made. 

rn 
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In the oplnlon o± the undersigned such a clause as 

suggested by Sir Charles Russell and Sir Richard Webster does 

not meet the ob.jection. 

On this point the undersigned would also invite YOr,R 

E«CELLB~NCY 1 S Attention to the Minute of Council, of 26th. 

March, 1894. which embodies ±urther observations on this 

clause. 

Sir Charles Russell and Sir Richard Webster then refer 

to the general provisions appended to the Minute of Council, 

of the 16th.Novembd3r, 1893, 

The claim to exemption of the Master they think cannot 

be put higher than in the North Sea Fisheries Act, Section 

20, and they add: " A material part of which Sir C.H.Tupper 

11 has omitted." 

The provisions as proposed read thus: 

"2:j. Whenever an offence against these regulations is 

" committed, then; (a), ii the same is committed by the fault 

" or with the connivance of the master of the vessel, that 

11 master, and 

" (b), if the same 1s committed by the fault or with the 

" con.Ylivance of the owner of the vessel, that owner shall be 

" liable to the like penalty to which the person committing 

11 such offence is liable to under these r8eulations ... 

"24. The master or oflicer in charge of a vessel shall 

" be held to be exonerated, ( except in case of offences 

" wilfully committed by himself), if he prove that he issued 

" proper orders for the observance an,d used due diligence to 

" enforce the observance of these regulations, and that the 

offence 



" offence in question was actually committed by some other 

" person without his connivance, and that the actual offender 

11 has been convjcted, or that he had taken all practicable 

" means in his po~~er to prosecute such offender ( if alive) 

" to conviction.'' 

Section ~0 s.s.l. of the North Sea Fisheries Act, reads 

as follows: 

"20. (1). Where any offence against this Act has been 

" committed by some person belonging to a sea\ fishing boat, 

" the master or pt-rson for the time being in charge of such 

" boat shall in every case be liable to be deemed g'11i 1 ty of 

such offence; provided that if he proves that he issued 

11 proper orders for the observance, and used due diligence to 

11 enforce the observance of this Act, and that the offence 1n 

11 question was actuall\y commited lJy some other person with

"-out his connivance, and that the actual offender has been 

11 convicted, or that he has taken all practicable means in 
~~~ 

"his power to prosecute such offender (if alive), he shall 
/\ 

" not be liable to any further punishment than payment of 

11 compensation for the in,jury caused by the offence." 

The material part stated to have been omitted is as 

follows: 

" He shall not be liable to any further punishment than 

payment of compensation for any in,jury caused by the offence~' 

This paragraph was omitted from the regulations when 

under preparation by the undersigned, because of its manifest 

unfairness and severity, as well as because of its inapplica-

-bility to the case in point. 

After a man has proved that he has done everything which 

lay in his power to prevent a violation of the Act by another 

person 



person, and has exhausted all possible means to prosecute the 

offender to conviction, with or without success, the under

-signed submits that he should not be liable for a penalty, 

or for compensation , for in,jury caused by that offence, even 

if such could be fixed. 

The undersigned would, however, call particular atten

-tion to the point that it does not appear that any means are 

provided for ascertainine the extent or character of tJhe 

i n.jury accruing· because of the offence. 

While Sir Charles Russell and Sir Richard Webster are 

of op1n1on that the exemption should not be put higher than 

1n the North Sea Fisheries Act, the clause inserted in the 

dl"aft bill by Sir H.Jenkyns reads: 

+" ~ ( 1 ). Where a.n offence under this Act has been 

11 committed by some person lndmg belonging to a ship, or by 

11 mean;: of a shi;p, or the 1 equipment of a ship, the wazter 

" of the ship shall be deemed guilty of such offence, and the 

" shjp and her equipment :;;hall be liable to forfeiture under 

.. this Act. 

11 ( 2). Provided that if it is proved that the master 

11 issued proper orders for the observance and used due 

" d~ligence to enforce tJhe observance of this Act, ~nd the 

.. re&mlations in force thereunder, and that the offence in 

" question was actually committed by some other person with

"-out his connivance, and that the actual offender has been 

" convicted, ur th~ t he ha ~~ taken all proper mean;: in his 

11 power to prosecute such offender, if alive, to conviction, 

" the master or the ship shall not be liable to any penalty 

" or forfeiture uther than such sum as will compensate ±or 

any 



" any In,Jury caused by the offence , and will prevent any 

" profit accruin~· by reason of -the offence to the master or 

" crew, or owuer of the ship." 

'l'hus it is made more stringent than the North Sea 

Fisheries Act. The words italici?;ed, which are added, 

prevent any profit arising to any person by reason of the 

offence, although it does not provide the means for disposing 

of valuable skins, the taking of which may be the offence 

itself. 

Again, the clause inserted by Sir H.Jenkyns, it is sub

-mitted, is susceptible of a stricter interpretation than 

that employed tJo convey the same meaning in the North Sea 

Fisheries Act. 

It reads: " Where any offence under this Act has been 

" committed by some person belonging to a ship, JU: by mean'fi 

" of a ghip or the equipment of a ship, the 1naster of the 

•• ship sha 11 b ~ deemed ~1.d lty of such offence. " 

X X X X X X X X X X X 

'l'he North Sea Fisheries Act ,reads: 

11 Where any offence against this Act has been 

" committed by some person belonging to a sea-fishing boat, 

" the master or person for the time being in charge oi such 

" boat shall Jn every case be liable to bj deemed guilty oi 

11 such offence; x x X11 

Reverti ng to the opinion of Sir Charles Russell and Sir 

Richard Webster that the exemption should not be less 

restrictive than that contained in the North Sea F1isheries 

Act, the undersiened ventures to remark that that Act is only 

one oi those mentioned as precedents. rrhere is the Green-

-land 



-land Seal Fishery Act (38 Vic.,Cap.l8). 

This Act provides as follows: 

"4. Where an offence under this Act is coromitted-"\.hen, 

11 (a.), ii the same is committed by the fault, or with the 

11 connivance of the roaster of any ship, that master, and 

u (u ). if the same is committed by the fault or with the 

11 connivance of the owner of any ship, that owner, shall be 

11 liable to the like penalty to which the person committing 

11 such offence is liable under this Act." 

This clause is even less ~rDMJikn comprehensive than that 

originally suggested by the undersigned to which Sir Charles 

Russe ll, Sir JUchard Webster and Sir 11 .fJenkyns took exception 

but it is included in one of the Acts cited as precedents,and 

the undersigned submits, might ;just as reasonably have been 

made the basis of the clause in the Behring Sea Act, as was 

that contained in the North Sea Fisheries Act. 

Sir Charles Russell and Sir Richard Webster proceed with 

the opinion that the suggestion regarding the hoisting of a 

flag b)-vessels :found within the limits, but not fishing, was 

not a practical one. 

They say- 11 It is no offence to be within the limits, 

" the offence is hunting for seals within the limits; and we 

"think the flag device might be resorted to to cover offences. 

11 'fhe protection of a ship within the prohibited limits 

" must be found in authentic contemporary log records of the 

" circumstances under which the vessel finds herself in that 

11 position. 'I'he Tribunal must in each case ,Judge from the 

facts 
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11 facts before it, whether or not the offence has in fact beeJt., 

11 committed, and indeed the hoisted flag suggestion mjght 

11 seem to imply that mere presence in prohibited waters was 

" prima facie evidence of guilt ... 

'!'he clauses to which these remarks refer are as 

follows: 

"(25. Whercever a British vessel shall be carried with

"-out the prescribed limits fo r fur seal fishing by contrary 

11 winds, by strong tides , or by any ot,her cause, independent 
. 

11 of the will of the master and crew, or whenever they shall 

11 have passed without those limits in working back to regain 

11 their fishing ground, the master shall be bound to hoist 

" iromediately a blue flag of two feet long, and three feet 

11 broad, and to keep t hat flag at the masthead so long as the 

11 vessel shall remain within the said limits. 

" 26. The commanders of the cru1sers shall exerc1se 

11 their ,judgment as to the causes of such proceedings, and 

" when they shall be satisfied that such vessel has not f j shed. 

"within the limits above mentioned, the aforesaid commander 

11 shall not detain the vessel, or the crew, nor use any 

"measures of severity towards the latter. 11 

The undersigned would observe that if a suggestion be 

made that would better recommend itself to effect the purpose 

intended, it would be most favourably received. 

The undersigned appreciates the fact that it 1s no 

offence to be within the limits, and that the only offence 1s 

in the hunting of seals therein. This is ~poeitj un ~e has 

most 
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-signed to the suggestions under review, and it is regrett-
-able that no guarantee against sucl unfair interruption is 
proposed. 

rrhe suggestion that the protection of a ship within the 
limits must be found in authenticated contemporary log 
ru....&'z_~ 
:r.epoF'bs, and that the Tribunal must in each case .1udge of the 
facts before it, as to whether or not an offence has been 
committed, leaves the matter precisely in the position the 
undersigned has strenuously endeavoured to avoid. 

The vessel would be forced to abandon her voyage, even 
though eventually she may have been proved innocent of any 
offence against the Act. 

The undersigned recommends that YOUR EXCELLENCY be moved 
to cause a copy of this report, if approved, to be forwarded 
to the Eight Honourable the Principal Secretary of State for 
the Colonies. 

Respectfully submitted-

( sd) Charles Hibbert Tupper-
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most consistently maintained. the vindication of which he has 
sought by the suggestions under review to effect. 

He cannot, however, lose sight of the fact that 1n every 
instance which has come to his knowledge of the molestation 
of British vessels under similar legislation, the mere fact o 
of being within the limits was the sole cause of seizure, 
leaving to the master thereof the burden of proof of innocent 
intention. 

This is particularly notjceable under the Act of 1893. 
In that year the Russian Authorities seized four British 

vessel ::, every one for being within t)te 30 mile zone, ~ 

These vessels were ordered to a Port nearly two thousand 
miles distant. 

No offence Vias charged against them beyond being within 
the limit. 

Only one of them was condemned, the other three having 
been found to have been innocently within the zone, with the 
right to be there. 

Yet the voyages of these vessels were broken up, their 
ventures interfered with un,justif iab ly as the event proved, 
but no recourse was provided for their un,just seizure. 

Instances of this kind are sure to occur under the pro-
-posed Bill, and the interested nation will have giined its 
ob ,ject by removing t he vessels from their field of operations 
thus bre~king up the sealing voyages. 

It would appe§.r U1at legislation to covettt this evil ! should be provided. 

~hese are the circumstances that have moved the under-

-signed 
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REPOI\1~ OF 1~HE BRITISH AGENrf 
TO THE RUSSIAN SEAL ISLANDS UNDER THE PROVISIONAL AGREE

.MENT, ENTERED INTO BET\VEEN HER MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT 
AND THAT OF RUSSIA FOR THE PROTECTION OF THE 

SEAL FISHERIES DURING 1893. 

0TTA"\VA, 31st December, 1893. 

MY LoRD,-I have the honour to submit the report of my visit to the Russian 
Seal Islands, as British Agent, under the Provisional Agreement entered into between 
Her Majesty's Government and that of Russia, for the pTotection of the Seal Fisheries 

during 1893. 

REPORT. 
PROVISIONAL AGREE11ENT. 

ST. PETERSBURGH, May 10 (22), 1893. 

M. le Charge d'Affaires, 

In reply to youT communication of the 30th April (12th May), I have the honour 
to infonn you that the Imperial Government, while accepting the draft arrangement 

annexed to that communication, prefer to give it the character of an exchange of 

notes, for the follo·wing reasons:-

Becam~e the too concise wording of the above-mentioned draft ·would leave room 

for certain misunderstandings, and perhaps even for complications, which it \vould 

be desirable to a\~oid; 

Ber·ause the Imperial Governnlent could not agree to the draft in question 

without some reserv-ations designed to safeguard their freedom of judgment in the 

future. 
It is understood that the agreement to be arThred at between our two Goyern

ments 'villleave intact all the rights of Russia in her territorial \Vaters. 

As to our reservations, they refer to the points 1nentioned below : 

1. In consenting to hand oYer to the British authorities the English ships 
engaged in sealing within the prohibited zones, -vve do not wish to prejudice, gene
rally, the question of the rights of a riverain Power to extend her territorial juris

diction in certain spcGial cases beyond \vaters properly called territorial. 

2. The Imperial Government de ire to preserve complete liberty of action as to 
choosing in the future bet-ween the tV\ro systems of protecting seals, either by the 
method of a prohibited zone, or by the method of entiTely prohibiting pelagic sealing, 

or regulating it in the open sea. 

3. The present arrangement cannot in any manner be considered as a precedent, 
and -vvill be looked upon by us as of an essentially proYisional nature, intended to 

meet pre ent circu1nstances. 

With these reservations, we accept the Briti ·h proposal in the following tenns :-

1. During the year ending the 31st December, 1893, the English Government 
will prohibit their subjects from hunting seals within a zone of 10 marine miles on 
all the Russian coasts of Behring Sea and the North Pacific Ocean ; as well as within 
a zone of 30 miles round the Komandorsky Islands and Tulenew (Rob ben Island). 

1 
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2. English vessels engaged in hunting seals within the aforesaid zones beyond 

Russian territorial waters may be seized by Russian cruisers, to be handed over to 
English cruisers or to the nearest British authorities. In case of impediinent or 
difficulty, the Commander of the Russian cruiser 1nay confine himself to seizing the 
papers of the afore-mentioned vessels, in order to deli'{Ol' them to a British cruiser, or 

to transmit them to the nearest English authorities, on the first opportunity. 

3. Her 1najesty's Government engage to bring to trial before the ordinary 

Tribunals, offering all necessary guarantees, the English vessels which rnay be seized 
as having been engaged in sealing within the prohibited zones beyond Russian terri-

torial waters. 
4. The Imperial GoveTnment will limit to 30,000 the number of seals which 

may be killed during the year 1893 on the coasts of the Islands ofKomandorsky and 

Tulenew (Robben Island). 
5. An agent of the British Government may vi~it the afore-1nentioned islands 

(Komandorsky and Tul€mew) in order to obtain from i:he local authorities all neces

sary information on the working and results of the agreen1ent arrived at, but care 
should be taken to give preYious information to these authorities of the place and 

time of his visit, which should not be prolonged beyond a few weeks. 

6. The present arrangement has no retroactive force as regards the British 

vessels captured previously by the cruisers of the Imperial Marine. 

These terms being based upon the notes previously exchanged between our two 
Governments, as ·well as upon the text of the latest English proposals, we hope, M. 

le Charge d'Affaires, that Her Britannic Majesty's Government will consider the 

understanding between us to be entirely established from this time forward as 

regards the regulation of seal fisheries during the present year. 

Accept, &c., 

(Signed) CHICHKINE. 

The Earl of Rosebery to llfr. Howard. 

(Telegraphic.) FoBEtGN OFFICE, May 29, 1893. 

I have received your despatch of the 23rd instant, inclosing a note from M. 
Chichkine, defining the terms of the arrangement for the protection of the Russian 

seal fisheries during the present yeaT, to which the Russian Government are prepared 

to agree. 

I have to instruct you to address a note to the Russian Gov-ernment in reply, 

stating that this arrangement is accepted by Her Majesty's Government as a tempo
rary agreement for the current year, and that they will take i1nmediate steps to 

procure the legislation necessary for carrying it in to execution. 

With regard to the reservations Inade in M. Chichkine's note, you ·will state that 

Her Majesty's Government have taken note of them, but do not at present propose 

to discuss them; that, on the other hand, they must adhere to the reservation 
previously made by them, and contained in your note of the 12th of this month, and 
that it is understood that the rights and position of either Power are in no wa 
affected by the conclusion of this provisional arrangement. y 

You should inform the Russian Government, at the same time, that we propose 
to lay the correspondence at once before Parliament. 
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Sir R. Morier to the Earl of Rosebery.-(Received May 30, 9·45 P.M.) 

(Telegraphic.) ST. PETERSBURGH, May 30, 1893, 6·12 P.l\L 

In pursuance of your Lord;hip's instructions, as conveyed in your telegram of 

yesterday, I have this day adiressed a note to the Russian Governrnent in the 
following terms :-

"Your Excellency's note d' the lOth (2:2nd) instant, on the subject of the seal 
fisheries in theN orth Pacific, Wts for·warded without delay to Her Majesty's Principal 
Secretary of State, and I am now instructed by Her Majesty's GoYernment to state 

that they accept, as a provisional agreement applying to the present year only, the 
arrangement for the protection of the Russian sealing interests as defined in that 
note. They will forthwith irvite Parliament to enact the legislation which is 

necessary to carry the Agreemmt, so far as it binds Great Britain, into effect. 

"With reference to the gereral reservations contained in your Excellency's note, 
Her Majesty's Government, "\V htle taking note of them, have instructed rne to abstain 
from discussing them at prPsent, but to inform the Imperial Governrnent that they, 
on their side, maintain to the f1ll the reservations made by them as formulated in 
Mr. Howard's note to your Exrellency of 30th April (12th May). It is understood, 
therefore, that the rights and 1osition of neither Power are in any way prejudiced 
by this provisional arrangement." 

INSTRUCTIONS. 

FOREIGN OFFICE, lOth July, 1893. 

SIR,-I have to inform y)u that you have been selected by Her Majesty's 
Government to visit, during th~ present sealing season the Komandorsky Islands and 
the Island of Tulenew (RobbeJJ Island) in order to obtain from the local authorities 
information ori. the practical nethods of affording· protection to the Seal Fisheries, 
and particularly on the worlling and results of a provisional Agreement entered 
into between Her Majesty's Gcvernment and that of Russia for that purpose during 

the present year. 

I transmit for your guidance a memorandum of instructions as to the points to 

which your enquiries should b~ specially directed. 

Copies of the correspondtnce on the su~ject which has taken place with the 
Russian Government and which has been laid before Parliament, are inclosed here
with for your information, toge:her with the report and supplementary report of the 
Behring Sea Commissioners an·l the report ofMr. J. M:. Macoun, on his investigations 

in 1892. 

Her Majesty's Charge d'Afaires at St. Petersburg has been instructed to apply 
to the Russian Government fm the necessary facilities to enable you to carry out 

the object of your mission. 

You will receive from the Governor General of Canada instructions as to your 
movements, the payment of }OUr expenses while employed on this duty, and the 

transmission of your reports to him. 

Arrangements will be mLde for your conveyance to the islands on board one 
of Her Majesty's ships, but on ·.his point you will receive the necessary directions 

from the Governor General. 

I am Sir, 

Your most obedient humble servant, 

RoBERT N ORRIS V ENNING, Es'l· (Sd.) ROSEBERY. 
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CANADA. 

CITADEL, QUEBEC, 14th July, 1R93. 
· B ·rh 

SrR,-I have the honour to inform you that you have been appOinted as r: IS 

Agent to visit the K01nandorsky and Tulenew Islands for the purpose of investlgat· 

ing certain questions connected with seal life. 
Your instructions will be handed to you by Major St. Aubyn, Governor 

General's Secretary, Ottawa. 
I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 
Your obedient servant, 

(Sd.) DERBY, 

Governor General. 

To RoBERT NoRRIS V~NNING, Esq. 
Ottav\ra. 

Merno'randt~m of Instructions for the Agent of the British Government appointed to visit 

the Komanrlorsky and Tulenew Islands. 

Under the temporary agreement entered into between Great Britain and Russia 

for the protection of the seal fisheries during the present year, clause 5 states that : 
"An agent of the British Government may visit the aforementioned islands (Koman

dorsky and Tulenew}, in order to obtain from the local authorities all necessary 
information on the working and results of the agreement arrived at, but care should 
be taken to give previous information to those authorities of the place and time of 

this visit, which should not be prolonged beyond a few weeks." 

The headquarters of the Russian Administration of the Komandorsky Islands is 

at Nikolski, Behring Island, which place should be first visited. Conferences with 
the gentlemen in control there for the Russian Gove1·nment! and with those in charge 
for the company holding the lease under the Govennnent, ·will enable you to ascer-

tain their vie·ws and experience. 
If convenient, one or both of the Tookeries of Behring Island n1.ight be visited, 

for the purpose of obtaining facts remarked by tht) local observers of these rookeries. 
Anangements might then be made to consult with the authorities in charge of Cop

per Island, and one or more of the rookeries on that island might also be visited if 

found practicable. 
It is not suggested that all the rookeries and hauling grounds of the islands 

should be inspected. This would consume much time, and you would not be in a 
position to co1npare their appearance this year ·with that of foTmer yeaTs. It will be 
necessary to trust foT such information to those residing on the islands, but you will 
be careful to seeure, as far as possible, separate information from the several o-entle-b 

men, and, where opinions are advanced, to obtain or ask for the evidence or observa-

tions in detail upon which they may be based. 

Tulenew Island: or Rob ben Reef, in Okhotsk Sea, it vvill probably be inconvenient 

to visit, but such information as possible concerning it may be gatheTed from the 

officials on the Komandorsky Islands, or elsewhere. 

A careful examination of the report and supplementary report . of the British 

Behring Sea Commissioners, and of the report of 11r. J. M. Macoun respectin his 
investigations in 1892, will enable you to ascertain what is already known resp!ting 
the main problems of seal life, and concerning which of these the facts are still in 

doubt. 



5 

While you will not neglect the opportunity of obtaining trustworthy informa
tion on any subject, the most important points upon V\rhich additional facts are at 
present desirablP, are those bearing on the efficiency, or otherwise, of the protective 
zone about the islands, provided for by the current agreement, and a comparison of 
the circumstances existing under it, with those obtaining in 189l and 1892. 

It has, for instance, been stated that the femalP seals, while suckling, regularly 
go to great distanceB from the breeding islands, are those killed at sea by pelagic 
sealers, and that their young on the islands perish in consequence. 

:\lr. Macoun was informed on the Komandorsky Islands, in 1892, that no exces
sive mortality of "pups" V\ras observed there in that year, though pelagic sealing 
was more actively carried on in the vicinity than ever before. Contrary statements 
have been made fr0m other sources, and the facts in this respect for 189:2 should be 
investigated and compared with those in 1893. 

Evidence relating to the length of time during which the pup is necessarily 

suckled by the mother before weaning, the earliest date at which the female may 
resort to the sea after giving birth, whether she then seeks the sea for the purpose 
of feeding, and, if so, to what distance from the shores she usually goes, will be 
particularly important in this connection. 

Conjectures of those permanently residing upon the islands, as to the date of 
beginning and length of feeding excursions of feeding cows, can possess but little 
value, unless supported by other evidence or observations at sea. It will, therefore, 
be V\Tell to obtain the experience of as many pelagic sealers as possible on this point, 
with facts as to the number of cows in milk, if any, obtained by them at different 

distances and in various bearings from the islands. 

In collecting this evidence, care should be taken to distinguish between 
exceptional and normal instances, and between milking cows regularly engaged in 
suckling and with a full supply of 1nilk, and those in ·which the milk is proYed to 

be ''drying up" after the weaning of the young. 

In the enclosure of His Excellency M. Chiehkine to SiT R. Morier, dated the 

12th (24th) February 1893, it is stated:-

"With regard to the thirty-mile zone around the islands, this measure is taken 
with a view to protect the banks, known by the sealers as "sealing grounds," which 
extend round the islands, and are not shown vvith sufficient accuracy on maps. 
The banks are frequentPd during certain seasons by the female seals, the killing of 
which is particularly destructive to the seal species at the time of year when the 
females are suckling their young, or go to seek food on the banks known as sealing 

grounds."* 

Any evidence as to the existence or otherwise or such feeding banks, and as to 

their position, will be of value. 

Some evidence already obtained tends to show that females occasionally drop 
their young at sea, or lose them on the islands and are thereafcer found still in milk 
at very great distances from the breeding islands. Careful attention should be given 
to any such instances, and you should endeavour to ascertain by observation and 
inquiry, whether females who have lost their young in such circumstances remain 

on the islands. 

Much yet remains to be ascertained respecting actual migration routes of the 
fur-seals of the Asiatic side of the · Pacific in going to and returning from the 
Komandorsky Islands, with their winter habitat in the vicinity of the Japanese 

Coasts. 

* British Print Russia No. 1 (1893) page 12. 

~ 
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Facts observed by the British and Russian cruisers engaged on duty in these 

waters will doubtless assist in determining these routes, and information should also, 

when possible, be obtained from the pelagic sealers. The actual logs of these 
vessels, with notes as to the dates, places, and condition of seals captured, will 

possess special value. 
Transcripts of the sealing logs of as many vessels as possible should be obtained 

after your return to Victoria. The most important facts under this head are those 
showing where and at what times any great killing of females, heavy ·with young} 
or of females in milk enO'aO'ed in sucklinO' their young, occurs, in order that anY 

0 ;:, 0 

regulations hereafter framed may be such as to safeguard the animals in this 

condition from slaughter. 
The averarrc dates of landinrr and departure from the islands of seals of different 

0 0 

sexes and ages, particularly if those can be obtained for a series of years, will be of 
value. It has been maintained that female seals do not land on the islands from the 
time they leave them as pups until they return to give birth to their first pup, and 

any facts confirming this statement, or otherwise, should be carefully noted. 

Inquiries should also be 1nade as to the state of the Komandorsky Islands in 
years of scarcity or of abundance of seals on the Pribyloff Islands, for the purpose of 
ascertaining whether these two groups of islands are similarly affected in the sa1ne 

years, or otherwise, and generally upon any effects upon the Komandorsky Islands 

believed to be due to practices upon the Pribyloff Islands or Rob ben Reef. 

Any available information also as to the number of years during which a female 

seal continues to bear young should be collected ; and similarly, any information as 

to the number of years a 1nale seal renders efficient service on the rookeries; and 

in this connection any facts as to the existence and habits of barren females and 

effete males should be noted. 

NARRATIVE. 

In obedience to the diTections contained in the teleg-raphic despatch of the Mar
quis of Ripon to the Earl of Derby, dated 11th, communicated to me on the 13th 

July, I proceeded on the 15th to San Francisco. 

2. From that port I sailed for Yokohama on the 22nd July, on board the Pacific 

mail steamship "Peru," arriving there at 4.30 p.1n., on the 8th August. 

3. On the arrival of the steamer, the British Consul communicated to me a 

letter from H.M. Charge d'Affaires at Tokio, announcing that he had been instructed 

to notify me that the Russian authorities would afford me all necessary facilities on 

the Seal Islands. 

4. Commander Rogers of H.M.S. "Archer" met me on board the" Peru" and 

immediate! y transferred me to his ship 

5. That evening at the Consulate, I had the benefit of a conversation with Con
sul Troup on the subject of sealing generally. 

6. Prior to sailing, the following morning, 9th August, Commander Rogers and 

myself called upon Captain Fawkes of H.M.S. "Mercury," who had just returned 
from the Okhotsk Sea, and consulted him as to the condition of things at Robben 
Island regarding the sealing agreement. 

7. Returning on board the " .Archer" we sailed at 9 30 a m .(.'or th K d k · • ., 1' e oman ors y 
Islands. 

8. We reached the port of Hakodate on the eveninO' of the 11th h 1 o , w ere we coa ed 
ship. 

9. I called upon the British Consul, Mr. Hall, who informed me the Cana
dian and United States pelagic sealers that had called at that port had been 
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unusually successful. He procured for me a list of these vessels, giving their catches 
and dates of entry. This will be found among the appendices, numbered 35. 

10. Having completed coaling, we left Hakodate on the afternoon of the 12th 
August. 

11. On the 18th day of August we reached the town of Petropaulovski, after 
having experienced constant fogs and disagreeable weather. The Russian man-of

war '' Yakout" and the Russian Seal-skin Company's schooner '' Leon," were then 
in the harbour. 

'l'he latter vessel Tecently aTrived fTom Robben Island, carrying for shipment to 
San Francisco, the quota of seal skins taken from that island. 

12. The '' Yakout" was coaling, preparatory to relieving the" Zabiaka," which 
vessel was then cruising around Komandorsky Islands. 

13. I availed myself of the presence of the master of the company's schooner 
"Leon," and consulted him touching the condition ofRobben Island, and the agree
ment for a protective zone of 30 miles. I procured from him a statement, which 
will be found among the appendices, numbered 5. 

14. We left Petropaulovski at 7.o0 a.m. on the following morning (19th). The 
weather continued foggy and disagreeable. 

15. That evening, just before dark, 've met H.M.S. "Porpoise" on her way 
down. I had a conference with commander Burr, V\rho came on board the" Archer." 

16. Parting company with the " Porpoise," we proceeded on our way, and reached 
Nikolski, Behring Island, on the evening of Sunday the 20th August. The Russian 
cruiser "Zabiaka" and the Russian Seal-skin Company's steamer "Kotik," were 

anchored in the bay. 

17. With captain Rogers I visited the" Zabiaka:" had a short conversation with 
captain Domojiroff, and then visited the shore. 

18. I was met by Mr. Grebnitzky, the Governor of the island, Mr. Pafsky, a 
Russian official, who was to act for Mr. Grebnitzky who was about leaving the 
islands on a lengthy leaYe of absence; Mr. Grunwaldt, of the Russian Seal-skin 
Company, Mr . .T ohn Malowansky, the company's agent on board the "Kotik" and 
Mr. W aldimar Paetz, the company's local agent at Nikolski. 

19. I was informed by Mr. Grebnitzky that I had been expected for some time 
and that all facilities would be afforded me. The season he said was over, and they 
intended starting the next morning for a final tour of the rookerit>s and a settling up 
of the season's business. Accommodation on board the "Kotik" was offered me, to 
show me all that was to be seen in that connection. Next morning I transferred 

from "Archer" to the " Kotik." 

Captain Rogers had arranged with me that he would call at Nikolski one 
week from the day I transferred to the "Kotik," the intention being to go to Copper 

Island. 

20. The "Kotik" reached North Rookery, Behring Island, that afternoon. I 

visited the salt-house and rookery. 

21. The folloV\ring morning 22nd, while the work of the officials proceeded, I 
visited the three points of North Rookery with the Chief of the nativ~s. 

22. That afternoon we left for Copper Island, anchoring off Preobajenski at day
light on Wednesday the 23rd. Supplies were landed, when we sailed for Korabelny 

and dropped anchor off that village at 10.15 a.m. 

23. We left Korabelny, arriving at Glinkaat 3.40 p.m. Here I procured a guide 
and crossed the island to the rookeries, which on this island are distributed along 

the shore for some distance. 
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24. Leaving Glinka we returned to Preobajenski on the 24th. I conferred with 

Mr. Emile Kluge, the company's local agent there. 

25. We left Preobajenski on the 25th, for Nikolski, reaching that place on the 

morning of the 26th August. The "Archer" had called and left the night before. 

~6. The steamer "Kotik" with Mr. Grebnitzky, Mr. Grunwaldt and Mr. 

Malowansky, sailed on the evening of the 26th for Petropaulovski en route to San 

Francisco. 

27. I went ashore to the Con1pany's house which is in charge of Mr. Waldemar 

Paetz. Dr. Nicolas Slunin, surgeon of the " Yakout" and of the Acaden1y of 

Sciences at St. Petersburg, ,~ras on the island. He was making some natural history 

enquiries in connection with seal life, for the Russian Government, having also 

been similarly engaged there last fall. 

28. The following day, 27th August, in company ·with Dr. Slunin, I secured a 

dog train and started for North Rookery, having previous to the departure of Mr. 

Grebnitzky, got permission to go upon the rookeries vvhere proper observations 

could be made. 

2~. En route we remained over night at a village, called Sarannoie, where large 

nuinbers of salmon were taken by the natives. 

Detailed obseTvations made here will be found under another heading. 

30. We reached North Rookery at 10 a.m. on the following moTning (28t.h Aug.), 

where I had an opportunity of making a close inspection of the differeni sections of 

the rookeTy. 
31. In the afternoon I made another visit to the rookery. This was the day on 

which according to arrangement I should have met the "Archer" at Nikolski, and 
I had expected to retuTn that night, but as it was Dr. Slunin's intention to kill 

some female seals for scientific reseaTches, I regarded the opportunity as the only 

one vvhich could possibly present itself and consequently remained. 

32. Early in the morning of the 29th a sinall "drive" was made from which 

five fen1ales were selected for killing. These females were killed and dissected in my 

presence. The details of observations will be found under another heading. 

33. I anived at Nikolski in the afternoon sh01·tly after the "ATcher" had sailed, 

she having cal1ed the day before as agreed. 

34. Captain Rogers left a letter for Ine stating that he would return to Nikolski 

on the 5th September, weather pennitting, en 'route to Petropaulovski to coal. 

35. On the 31st August the "Yakout" called at Nikolski for provisions and 

to take DT. Slunin on board. I had a long conference vvith Captain Chmeilevsky. 

36. During my stay on the islands, in conversation and otherwise, I collected 

considerable information from the natives. 

37. Early in the morning of the 4th September, the " Archer" steamed into 

Nikolski Bay, although I had not expected her until the 6th. The weather was 

very fine and had been for the past few days. It was arranged that I should board 
the '' Archer" the following morning and go to Copper Island. 

38. During the night, however, the wind sprung up and the sea ran so high that 

the "Archer" had ~o p~t :o sea .for safety. During the 5th, 6th, 7th and 8th the 
storm raged rendenng It Impossible either to land on the 1'sl d t 1 · . an or o eave 1t. 
Between the night of the 8th and morninrr of the 9th the 1 d t d d o ga e mo era e an 
towards the afternoon both the " Zabiaka" and the "Archer" t d · t h . . . s eame In o t e bay. 
The sea was still running very high but a landino- was e.srect d b t ·1 o w e a ou a m1 e and a 
half from the village. 
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39. At 4.50 p.m., I rejoined the ship, ·which had not catne to anchor. We 
proceeded to Petropaulovski for coal, arriving there at 3.30 on the 1norning of the 
12th September. 

The "Yakout" was then in port, but sailed at 5.25 p.n. for Komandorsky Islands. 

40. At 2.25 p.m., Friday 15th, the "Zabiaka" arri-.red from the Komandorsky 
Islands. 

41. On Sunday l7th, at 2.45 a.m., the steam sealing sc1ooner "Warlock" Captain 
Adolph Ridderbjikle, of Victoria, B.O., arrived at Petrop~ulov-ski. The captain said 
he had cleared from Victoria on the lOth June on a seal hllnting voyage to the North 
Pacific Ocean; that his vessel was a poor sailer; that he~ engines were constantly 
getting out of order; that he had encountered very bad ;veather, and at Sand Point 
had taken out a new clearance for Petropaulovski. He htd taken no seals. 

42. On the 18th September, we started for Komtndorsky Islands reaching 
Niko]ski at 7.45 a.m. on the 21st. Here Captain Rogers gut the papers of ihe seized 
Canadian sealing schooner "·Maud S. " w hi eh had been ltft there for him. 

43. It had been intended to make another visit to G~pper Island and thence to 
Hakodate en route to Yokohama It was however getting late in the season, the bad 
quality of the coal procured at Petropaulovski combinel with adverse winds and 
weather induced Captain Rogers to abandon the trip to CJpper Island and sail direct 
for Hakodate. Therefore, our course was thus shaped atnoon 21st September. 

4-!. On the way do·wn we encountered continuous h~ad winds and heayy seas, 
reducing speed to a minimum. This, added to the ra·e of consumption of coal, 
decided the captain, when within about 70 miles of Petr,>paulovski to run into that 
port for more coal to enable us to increase speed to Hakodate. We consequently 
reached Petropaulovski at 8 o'clock a.m., Sunday, 24th September, and coaled that 
day. 

45 The sealer "Warlock" vvas still in port. The naster came on board and 
informed us that ·without having seized his vessel, the ~aptain of the "Zabiaka" 
had taken his papers and sealing equipment. This, the Russian commander had stated, 
was done as a protective measure. He left with the G·overnor of Petropaulovski 
papers sufficient to enable him to go to Yokohama-w hich. port, he said, he desired to 
reach. The Russian Commander told him he would receive from the British Consul 
there his original papers and equipment, which would le sent there by him. 

46. At noon Monday, 25th September, having comp:eted coaling, the "Archer" 
left Petropaulovski for Hakodate. It was understood bat the "Warlock" would 
leave on the 27th. 

4 7. The agreement provided that my stay should 1ot be prolonged beyond a 
fevv weeks, and as I had remained in the vicinity five w~eks, and as the season was 
getting late, it was not thought advisable to visit Robbe1 Islands. 

48. We reached Hakodate on tha morning of 30thSeptember at 8.30 o'clock. 
As we steamed toward the entrance of the Harbour we passed the seized schooner 
''Arctic," presumably on her V\ray to Yokohama. 

4:1. On arrival at Hakodate we received our mail from H.M. gunboat 
" Firebrand," then in port. This was the first and onlJ mail I received while on 
this duty. It contained the Supplementary Report of the Behring Sea Uommis· 
sioners and Mr. Macoun's report of his recent investigati~n; together with my formal 
appointment from the Foreign Office, none of which htd reached Canada prior to 
my departure. I ·went ashorB and called upon the 3ritish Consul, who gave 
me all the information he could touching the sealing fleet that had called at 
Hakodate. 

3 
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50. At 5 o'clo<;k, a.1n., on the 2nd October, the "Archer" left Hakodate for 

Yokohama havinO' in the meantime coaled ship, reaching the latter port about noon 
b 

on Wednesday the 4th. 
51. During my stay ill Japan, awaiting the sailing of the Canadian Pacific Rail-

way steam eT "Empress of Japan," I called upon Admiral Sir E. Fremantle, I-I.'B M. 

Charged' Affaires at Tokio, and H.B.M. Consul at Yokohama, touching the question of 

the seal fisheries, and exchanged information on the subject. 
" A t' " d "M ud S " 52. I also met the Captains of the seized schooners re I c an a · ' 

and others interested in the sealing business. 

53. On Friday, 13th October, I embarked on board the steamer "Empress of 

Japan" and at 1.30, p.m., sailed for Victoria, British Columbia, reaching that port at 

2.30 p.m., on the 24th October. 
54. Mr. A. R. Milne, Collector of Customs, kindly provided me ·with office 

accommodation and I proceeded immediately vvith my inquiry In the line of my 

instructions. 
55. The nature of the infonnation I vvas seeking rendered 1ny progress com

paratively slo·w. On the lOth November, finding that which I had collected was 

quite representative of the Jleet which operated in Japanese and Russian waters 
this yeaT, and any which followed must of necessity be very similar, I decided to 

return to Ottawa as soon as possible. 

56. Reaching Vancouver on the 11th, I remaineu over one day consulting several 

gentlemen interested in the sealing business, and getting positions of the Vancouver 

schooner "Beatrice," which vessel had been on the .T a pan coast and in waters around 

Komandorsky Islands this year. 

57. I left Vancouver at 2 p.m., Sunday 12th, arriving in OttaV\ra on the 18th 

November. 

OBSERVATIONS ON THE ISLANDS. 

58. The operations of the con1pany, under their franchise from the Russian Gov

ernment, had ceased on the 13th and 14th of August, on Behring and Copper Islands, 

respectively, prior to my arrival. 

59. The positions of the seal rookeries on Kmnandorsky Islands aTe as follows:-

~ 
1. N a Rifoo. 

North RookeTy, Behring Island. 2. Moroscechnik. 
3. Tejiakovo. 

Lies 11 miles west t noTth from Cape Vaksel and 10 miles north-east! east froin 

deep water off North-west Cape (magnetic.) 

South RookeTy, Behring Island.-Lies 8 miles north-westwaTd off Cape Peres

chicka and three-quaTten of a mile south-east ofPolojorno (Midday) Cape (magnetic). 

Stolkovoi Kamen, opposite Korabelny, Copper Island. Lat 54° 43' N. Long. 167° 

50' E. 

Babi Padiorn, Coppe1 Island.-About Lat. 54° 34' N. Long. 167° 57' E. 

From this place the seals extend at intervals north-westward. Seals are also to 

be found from South East Cape towards Babi Padiorn. 

60. ~ reached N o~th Roo.kery on the 21st August, and took a casual preliminary 

obse1·vahon of t~e main portion of the .rookery and its surroundings. The young 
seals were playing around the boat on 1ts passage to the shore, and close to the vessel 
as she lay at anchor; the water being literally alive with them In th · d' t . . . . e 1mme 1a e 
VICinity of the rookery and beaches, almost as far as the eye could h tl . . . . reac , coun ess 
numbers of seals were swimming In the water StraO'gli'nO' on ld 1 b . . · o 0 es cou a so e seen 
at varying distances from the shore, never apparently exceeding two to three miles· 
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The majority were pups, which could be observed fron their size. The officials 

stated that the larger ones were females. 

61. The rookeries appeared to be well filled, yet th~re were thousands of seals 

playing about in the water on the edges thereof. They kep. up a continuous and pecu
liar noise which can only be likened to the bleating of a gigantic herd of lambs. 

62. Next morning, 22nd August, in company with J[r. Pafsky and the Chief of 

the Aleuts, I visited the different points of this rookery. Although there were n1ore 
eals on the land and fewer in the water than the day prerious, yet theTe were count

less numbers along the water fringes. 

63. While skirting the beach between the first and ffiCond points of the rookery' 
I found 15 dead pups at the V\--ater line, washed ashore. It was said by the offi,·ials 

that this could be accounted for in various ways: They may have b2en born sickly, 
haYe been crushed by the bulls, killed by the surf, or have wandered from their 

mothers. 

64. On the 23rd August, when at Glinka, Copper Ishnd, I crossed the island bv 

climbing the hills in con1pany with Mr. Pafsky and a native guide to view the 
rookeries. Apparently the conditions were much the sane here as at North Rookery, 
although I could not get as close as I could have wisl:ed and I had no previous 
knowledge to enable me to draw comparisons. As comJared with North Rookery, 

however, there were more seals on the land than in the vater. 

65. From Glinka the "Kotik" went to Preobajensk~ where on the 24th August, 

I had a consultation with Mr. Emile Kluge, the company-'s local agent. 

66. While on the north side of the island, where n) rookeries exist, a pup \Vas 

seen 20 or 25 miles by water from the nearest rookery. This pup may have been 

brought across in one of the " drives." 

67. On the morning of the 28th August, I Yisited ;he North Rookery with Dr. 

Slunin. I-Iaving previously got permission to go up>n the rookeries, I had an 
opportunity for closer examination. As I approached tl:e seals, they receded nearer 
to, and in sorne cases into the V\-ater. I therefore got or to the places which they 
had just occupied. In this way I covered about one-third of the lower section of the 
rookery, locally known as Na Rifoo. I could not htve carefully exa1nined the 
complete rookery, without driving the herd into the ~ater, there being no other 
place for them to go. I made a thorough exan1ination, lowever, of about a third of 

this section of the rookm·y, beyond this using field glasffis for observations. 

68. I counted 285 dead pups, 150 of which had cerhinly died this year. The re

mainder presented the appearance of having been dead :br a long time, and I should 
judge that their deaths had occurred prior to the pres~nt year, in some instances 
nothing being left but the hardened skin, with even th( hair and fur partially worn 
off. On the other hand, those which had unquestionaliy died this year, although 
in a few cases being in an advanced state of decompositon, were in a comparatively 
good state of preservation. From the appearance of some s.x or eight of these pups, it is 
very questionable whether they had ever lived. It was also noticeable that although 
the 1najority of the dead were undoubtedly young suckling pups, yet the death rate 
was not necessarily confined to that class, as I observed several larger pups which 
classed in appearance with those which were pointe( out to me as this year's, 
and which were then quite large and taking care of tl:emselves. I may add, how

ever, that this latter class was found further from the nokery. 

69. The majority of the dead pups were principally)n the fringe of the rookeries, 

quite a number being found also on the sand spit or hauling ground. 

70. In addition to occupying ground which had jus; been vacated by seals, I suc
ceeded in getting in among the seals, and although 1 made a careful examination 
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both at close quarters! among and behind the rocks, and with the aid of gl~sses, yet 

I found fewer dead pups among the seals, than on the fringes of the rookenes. 

71. On my previous visits, when I could not approach sufficiently close to make 

other than a casual observation, the presence of large numbers of crows and g~lls 
mixing with the seals aroused my curiosity and led me to more closely examine 

deeper into the centres of the rookery when the opportunity was afforded. As a 
result, I may say that while there \\rere, so far as I could see, fe-wer dead pups in the 
thickeT parts of the rookery, those to be seen there were in a better state of preserva

tion. My attention was attracted by two crows, one picking at the head of a pup 
and the otheT at its hind flippers. The pup would snap at them, but although 

wi~hin two or three feet of adult seals, probably the mother and others, they paid 

no attention whatever to the operations of the cro\\·s. 

72. Mr. R. Karlson, a carpenter, who had been all year at North Rookery, told me 

that the crows picked the eyes out of the pups and that they then became an easy prey. 
He seemed to be alone in this opinion, and as there are enough dead carcases to afford 

any food they may be seeking, I would not be inclined to give much weight to this 

theory. 
73. On this visit there were fewer seals in the water than on any previous one, 

yet there were enormous numbers disporting in the iln1nediate vicinity of the 

rocks. 
74. I observed one pup about 300 yards shorewards frmn the body of the seals. 

This pup was quite young, as could be seen by the rough, dark hair, and its size 

and appearance. It was quite emaciated and having evidently wandered away from 

the rookeries, and did not appear to be able to make its way back. 

75 I found another pup about 100 yards from the main body of the seals, but more 

in their track than was the previous one ; this pup was asleep; it was also older 
than the previous one. I touched it twice with a stick, but only awakened it with 
a sharp slap of the hand. It appeared very frightened, bleating like a lamb. For 
some mornents it show8d its teeth and appeared to be in readiness to defend itself, 

but seeing that it was not further molested, it quickly made its way towards the 

main body of the seals. 

76. l'he sleeping seals slept so heavily that I could approach them without any 

caTe whatever, and touch them before they \\7 0uld notice n1y presence. 

77. On the aftenwon of the 28th August I visited the other sections of the rookery, 

going on the places vacated by the seals, as I had done on the first section. 

78. At Moroscechnik I counted 205 dead pups. About one-third of this number 

might correctly be stated as being of this year's mortality, the remaining two-thirds 

exhibited the same conditions as previously explained. I could not form any reason
able opinion as to the length of time they had been dead. 

7~. As be~ore, and althoug~1 I had better opp~Ttunities of observing the thickly 
occupied pm·hon of the rookenes, the general conformati0n being more favorable, 

comparatively few dead pups were to be noticed thereon, the majority being found 
on the outer edges of the rookery. 

80. During each of 1ny visits I made a most thorough search for anything which 
had the appearance of excrement, and each time failed to discover the slio-htest 

trace of such. This fact appeared to me the more remarkable from the f~rther 
fact that I passed over, and minutely examined, ground which a few moments 
previously had been occupied by thousands of seals and which did not t . . . . , presen any 
difficulties 1n the way of observing any e)· ected matter There 1's 1· d . . . . · a pecu Iar o our 
attaching to the rookenes whiCh probably arises from the bodies of s h f 

· 11'1! uc a mass o 
anima 11e. 
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81. On the morning of the 29th August, acting undeT authority, Dr. Slunin, had 
officials make a drive of about 50 or 60 seals When about half the distance to the 

salt-house had been covered, one seal refused to be driven any further, taking a stand 
and fighting the drivers. For some time, they endeavoured to force this animal into 
obedience but without success. It received several prods and blows from their 
clubs, but stubbornly refused to nwve and at the same time keeping the mon at a safe 
distance. By this time the other seals were slightly scattering, and this one was left 
to make its way back to the rookeries, which it did. I observed, however, that it 
went by a different route from that which it had been driven and was lost to sight 
on a remote part of the rookery, nearer the sea front. The seals weTe eventually 

dTi ven close to the salt-house. 

82. In this small" drive," when females alone were wanted, there was one pup 
and two holluschickie. While they were being viewed by the party preparatory 
to the selection of a few foT killing, some of them chaTged the driveTs quite 
ferociously, the latter nimbly avoiding their teeth and poking the1n with their 
clubs. So persistent was one, that a native struck it a sharp blow on the nose. It 
rolled oveT apparently dead. This was the only one clubbed, the otheT four being 
rendered inanimate by strangulation, by means of a slip knot dexterously placed 
aTound their necks as they raised their heads when a club was pointed at them. They 
were then seized by the front flipper and a knife driven into their hearts. 

83. As each of these seals ·was despatched, Dr. Slunin made a minute examination 

by dissection, in my presence, with the following results :-

1. Stomach entirely empty, with the exception of a few parasitic worms. Intestines 

containing a deep yellow liquid, with some excretnent in a pasty state. A very 
slight show of milk, which the Doctor stated was drying up. The reproductive 

organs were removed and preserved. 

2. Stomach entirely empty, with the exception of 2 parasitic worms. Intestines 
containing very little yellow liquid, and a very slight show of excrement. No 

show· of milk. Reproductive organs were removed. 

3. Stomach empty, with the exception of a small amount of yellowish juicy substance 
resembling bile, and a few parasitic worms. Intestines contained considerable 
yellow liquid, also considerable excrement, some exuding during process of 
dissection. Slight sho'v of milk similar toN o. 1. Reproductive organs removed. 

4. Stomach empty with the exception a few parasitic worms. Intestines contained 
some yellow liquid and some parasitic worms, and a very slight show of excre
ment. A slight show of milk similar to No. 1. Reproductive organs were 

removed. 

5. Stomach empty with the exception of some parasitic worms. Intestines con
tained some yellowish liquid and a slight show of excrement, in a pasty state. 
Slight show of milk similar to No. 1. Reproductive organs were removed. 

84. After an examination of the reproductive organs, Dr. Slunin stated that in 
none of the five seals, could he detect the slightest sign of impregnation. He further 
stated that he had performed similar opeTations on five female seals last fall, 2nd 
(14th) October, at which late date, similar conditions obtained, even to a slight 
show of milk. N eitheT in those nor in any of them, did he find a trace of e1nbTyo· 

85. He expressed the opinion that of two of the five seals examined in my pre
sence, one had pupped five times and the other ten. He judged this fro1n the 
appearance of the reproductive organs on which, he said, a whitish spot appeared for 

each birth. 

86. While watching the natives binding the skins for transportation, I suggested 

that a few, just as they lay, might be weighed. Seven skins without selection were 
4 
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· · · 8 13 8 93 71 and 10 EnO'lish pounds 
werghed with the following result :-9-!, , ·' ' 4, "!" 

0 d 
· . h k" h' d f the Komandorskv Islan s 

respectively. It may be stated that t e s rns s 1ppe rom ., . 
· · d d t th · r proper preservation, and 

are flaved as closely as possible, having ue regar o · ei . 
~ · b M M 1 w ns1ry that the skins 

very little " meat" rs left. It was stated to me y r. a o a _. ' 
taken on Copper Island averaged larger than those on Behring Island. 

~7. The first time I saw the rookeries it rained, and there were very many seals 

in the V\cater. The second time the sun was hot, with like results. The third and 

fourth times were on a pleasant day, with the sun overcast, and comparatively fe:V 
seals were in the water, the rookeries and hauling grounds being well filled up. This 
accords with the statement of the natives and others, while it shoV\rs that the seals 

will leave the rookeries for other purposes than to obtain food. 

88. It was also noticeable that the seals on the rookeries retnained in touch with 

the dead ones, without 3pparently paying any attention whatever to them. 

89. The condition of the rookeries and surroundings, bore unmistakeable proof of 

the fact that the officials do not Tegard it of importance to clean them of the dead 

and rotting carcasses, in the fall after the seals havP left. 

90. WhateveT may be said for or against terrestTial or pelagic sealing, as at present 

conducted, or the relative destructiveness of these methods to seal life, there can be 
no question that the possibilities of the one far outweigh those of the other. 
Standing in the vicinity of a seal rookery, and viewing the animals thereon, it can

not but be strikingly appaTent that they are, while on land, wholly at the mercy of 
man. Only the most favourable circu1nstances and conditions could enable them to 

escape an attempt at extermination. If attacked from the sea, it would be but a ques

tion of the number of men to do the work. If attacked from the shore, many could 

escape into the sea. 

91 In the water, however, the conditions aTe reversed, and the animals are com
paratively safe. That their natural instinct leads them to an appreciation of this fact 

' is shown by the rapidity with which they will seek the ·water, in panic, at the 
approach of threatened danger. Once having gained the element in which they can 
bring into full play their powers of locomotion, their safety is almost assured, and 

they will surround a boat or vessel at quite close quarters, raising their heads out of 
water in the most inquisitive manner. 

92. No concerted action on the part of pelagic sealers, no matter how persistent, 
could, it is submitted, compass the extermination of the seals. "Travelling" seals 

are seldom followed by the sealers, and when they are, with very little or no success. 
Besides, at no time could the main body of the seals be found at any particular paTt of 
the ocean; the herds of the two groups of Seal Islands, going to and coming from 
those islands, being distributed from shore to shore of the North Pacific Ocean in 

many cases iolloV\ring the sinuosities of the coast, a distance of many thousand miles. 

While during certain peTiods, the majority of the seals-and according to the United 

States. and Ru~sian authorities the w·hole of them-are to be found congregated on 
very cncumscnbed rocks and beaches, at the small islands of St. Paul St G , . eorge, 
Eehring, Copper, and Robben. 

!•3. That the operators on the islands can select for slaughter, certain classes of 
sea~s not immediately required for rookery service, is not necessarily a complete vindi
cation of the method. It has been stated, that on the American 1"sl d th 1 . . . · an s, e annua 
draught upon this class rmpovenshed the Tookeries · so much so that t t 1 t• . ' a o a cessa ron 
of killing for a term of years was recommended This class is f . . · as necessary rom 
whrch to draw breeding seals, as are the females themselves and 't d a· 

. . . , 1 s un ue Imu-
nltion must necessanly have the same effect upon seal life as would that of the 
females. Besides, it is not shown that these so-called 1

' bachel " t f ors are no use ul as 
breeders, although they may not go on the rookeries occupied by the "bulls." 
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OPERATIONS ON THE ISLANDS. 

-94. Tle Russian Seal-skin Company's agent explained the following synopsis of 
regulation; of the Russian Goyernment, which have to be complied with by the 
company'soffi.cials, in the exercise of their franchise on the islands. 

A report of each "drive," on forms provided, is necessary. This report to show: 

The n1mber of holluschickie killed at each "drive." If any females, "bulls" 
or pups an killed. If any damaged skins are taken. The number of men employed 
in the killmg gang. Absentees must be reported and the reasons for their absence 
g1ven. 

The n:en are held responsible for the quality of the skins delivered 

If the flay er injures the skin, his name must be reported. 

A fineis imposed for spoiling skins; for killing females, or for taking bad skins. 

The "drives" to the killing grounds should begin at 6 o'clock in the morning 
and continue until 10 o'clock. Killing to begin at noon and end at 7 o'clock, p.m., 
whenever possible. The clerk gives a receipt for the number of skins delivered at 
the salt-hruses. 

95 "DRIV~S" on Komandorsky Islands by the Russian Seal-skin Company, during 
the ymr 1893, supplied by Mr. Grebnitzky, Governor of the Islands, 

~nglish 
dates. 

NORTH ROOKERY, BEHRING ISLAND. 

J'v.lay 28 (for food) ............................................... . 
J1ne 24 ........................................................... . 
Jlly 2 ... ························ ................................. . 

' 13 ........................................ , .......... . ......... . 
18 ............................................................ . 
23 ............................................................... . 
27., ........................................................ . 
31 ........................................................... . 

Aug. 5 .................. ......................................... . 
,, 7 ............................................................ . 

10 .... ····························· ........................... . 
13 ........................................................... . 

I1 all 14 females killed. 

Skim; 
taken. 

3 
826 
568 
472 

1,370 
1,670 
1,516 
1,159 
1,392 

852 
400 

1,932 

12,160 

South Rookery, Behring Island (no details)... .... ..... 327 

Total, Behring Island ....................................... 12,487 

G LINK A, COPPER ISLAND. 

Nay 22........................ ...... .............................. 58 
Jlne 5............................................................ 100 

" 
" 
" 

·' 
·.A"Q.g. 

' 

21 ........................................................... . 
26 .......................................................... . 
26 .......................................................... . 

1 .................... , ..................................... . 
4 ........................................................... . 
9 .•...•....................................•................• 

l4 ...........•.....•.........................•.....•...•...... 
14 ........................................................... . 
17 ...............•.•..•....................................... 
17 ........................................................... . 
22 ......................................................... . 
24 ...................•••...................... . .............. 
26 ........................................................... . 
28 .......................................................... . 
3 .......................................................... . 
4 .............................................................. . 

i14 
250 
570 
782 

1,215 
524 
300 
624 
890 
242 
537 

54 
876 
4~0 
194 
273 
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Engh:-<h 
dates. 

Skim1 
taken. 

8 .................. ·········································· 213 Aug. 
" 
" 
" 
" 

June 
" 
" 

July 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 
" 

11 ................................................ ············ ~~~ 
12 ......... ···················································· 452 
13 ................. ······· ................................... . 
14 ........................................................... __ 74_2 10,900 

KoRABELNY, CoPPER IsLAND. 

11 ................ ····· .... ····· ·············· .... ············ 
15 ......... ····· .......................................... . 
20 ......... ··················································· 

2 .......................................................... . 
7 ........................................ ····· .............. . 

10 ......... ··················································· 
18 .. ················ ····· ········· ..... ······ .............. . 
26 ............................................................. . 
27 .............................................................. .. 
27 ............... ········ .................................... . 
31 ............................................................. . 

623 
872 
398 
778 
265 
777 

1,024 
146 
116 
110 
236 

5,345 
Added................................................... 26 

5,371 
Total Copper Island ......................................... 16,271 
Total Komandorsky Islands........ . . .. .. .. .. ........... 28,7 58 
Add skins taken from Rob ben Island.................. 1,532 

Total Russian Seal Islands 1893 ......................... 30,290 

NoTE.-In the smnmary of the sealing catch, compiled by the Collector of Customs at Victoria, appendix No. 37, the 
number of skins landed at San :Francisco by the company's steamer "Kotik," from Petropaulovski, is given at 33,193. I 
am unable to say from what source the 2.903 skins, in excesR of the number killed on the islands, were drawn. 

96. Dri,res on Russian Seal Islands for 1892 and 1891, from information supplied 

by Mr. Pafsky, acting during absence of Mr. Grebnitzky. 

1892. 

BEHRING ISI~AND. 

No dates sho\Yll on books. 

1 drive ....................................................... . 
6 drives ....................................................... . 
8 " ....................................................... . 
1 " ....................................................... . 
1 ,, ....................................................... . 
2 " ..................................................... . 

17 ,, ...................................................... . 

Seals. 

1,330 
4,192 
7,564 

988 
510 

1,482 
499 

36 drives ..................................................... 16,565 

COPPER ISLAND. 

7 dri\res ...................................................... . 
6 " ........................................................ 
3 " .............................................. . 
2 " ··························· ........................... . 
1 " ························································ 2 ,, ........................................................ 
n " ························································ 
9 " ....................................................... 

35 drives ........................ , .............................. . 

Sea b. 

2,151 
3,735 
1,165 

728 
514 

1,851 
2,379 
2,501 

15,024 

Total ........................ . 
Rob ben Island ......•• .. .... ... .. .. ·· · .. · .. · ... ·(·N ...... ). •••••• ...... ........... .... r one 

31,589 
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1891. 

BEHRING IsLAND. 

3 drives ..................................................... . 
3 " ....................................................... . 

10 " ....................................................... . 

1 " ························································ 
3 " ....................................................... . 

17 " ...................................................... . 

37 

COPPER ISLAND. 

10 dri ,·es ....................................................... . 
10 '' ....................................................... . 

5 " •....•••••..•....•....•..••••••••••••••.........•.•..... 
2 " ....................................................... . 
1 ,, ....................................................... . 
3 " ....................................................... . 
6 '' ....................................................... . 

12 " ....................................................... . 

49 " 

ROBBEN ISLAND. 

N urn her of skins taken .................................... . 

Seals. 

1,946 
1,7~4 
5,654 

774 
4. 7 -!1 

670 
---

15,569 

f::\eals. 

3,492 
5,196 
1,902 
1,017 

933 
556 

2,622 
1,176 

---
16,894 

540 

Total 1891 .. . . . . .. . .. .. . . .. .. .. . ... .. .•....... .. . .. .. .. 33,003 

97. Details of the dri\es at North Rookery, Behring Island, during 1892 and 1891 

taken from a memorandum by Alexander Selivanoff. South Rookery drives not given. 

* 1892. 

June 1 ............................. , .................................. . 
" 22 ......................................................... ········· 
" 27 .................. ········· ·········································· 

July 2 .................................•.•.....•................••••...... 
,, 6 ..... ' ............................................................ . 
" 14 .................................................................... . 
" 18 ........................... ...... ................................... . 
" 22 .................................................................... . 
" 24 ................................. ···································· 
" 29 ................................................................... . 

Aug. 5 .................................................................... . 
" 7 ........................ ' .......................................... . 
" 11 ................................................................... . 

" 12 ......... ········ · ········· ·············•···························· 
'' 16 ............................................................ ······ .. . 
,, 20 ................................................................... . 

~eak 

9 
766 
5ti8 
313 
296 
903 

1,325 
911 

1,072 
1,543 
1,288 
1,127 
1,487 

846 
980 

1,1~2 

Total North Rookery 1892 ........................ 14,566 

* 1891. 

May 29 ................................................................... . 
June 9 ................................................ .................. . 

" 19 .................................................................. . 
" 27... ...... ....... .. ........ ... . . ....... . .......................... . 

July 9 ............................................................ ········ 
,, 15 ...................................... ............................ . 
" 23 ................................................................... . 
,, 25 ................................................................... . 

Seals. 

51 
300 
606 
445 
456 
774 

1,233 
796 

* The number of "drives" cannot agree with the figures given above, becam;e those figures give the actual 

number of "drives," from different points of the rookery on the same date, thus making the number larger. 
5 
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Seals. 

678 

A ~g. ~ ~.: ·:.·.:::::::::::. :::::::::::: ~:::: ·.:::::.::::: ·.::::::: ·. ·.::: ·. ·:.:::::: 1, 642 

'' 19 ............. ······················ ································· 1,84~ 
,, 25 ...................................................... ······ ········· i,'~~o 
" 29 ......... ········. .... .. .. ....... .. . .. .. ... .. .. . . . .. . . . .. . ... ... .. 1 218 
'' 31 ............ ····· .......... ·······. ······ ........ ·········... .. . ... . . '469 

Sept. 1... .................................................................. 32 
" 4 ................................... ················•················ ___ _ 

1893 ............. . 
1892 ............. . 
1891 ............. . 

Total North Rookery 1891. .................... 13,152 

Recapitulation. 

30,290 skins, including 1532 from Robben Island. 
31,589 " none taken fr01n Robben Island. 
33,003 " including 540 from Robben Island. 

98. The above figures represent the take of the present lessees of the Russian 

Seal Islands, and show an average killing of 31,627 seals per annum. 

99. During the previous ten years, covering the last half of the term these Islands 

were leased to the Alaska Commercial Company, 458,701 seals were taken therefrom 
by that company, averaging annually 45,870 ; and during tbe three years immediately 

preceding the operations of the present company, 156,220 seals were taken, an 

average of 52,073 per annum. 

100. Mr. Grebnitzky, the Russian Administrator on the Islands, states that the 

"drives" finished earlier in 1893, because of the agreement between Great Britain 

and Russia limitinO' the number to be killed, as well as from the fact that the seals 
0 

were not so shy as they formerly were, by reason of the absence of pelagic sealers 

close in shore. 

101. Mr. J ulius Lindguist, at present resident at Petropaulovski, was on Behring 

Island during 1890, and up to August, 1891, in the employ of the Alaska Commer

cial Company. He lived at North Rookery as overseer of the operations there, 

102. He stated that on occasions, the authorities allovved bulls to be slaughtered, 

for the purpose of 1naking skin boats, &c. For this purpose, during 1891, twenty 
bulls were killed. 1 t was his opinion that this practice vvas injurious, because there 
were not too many of this class of seals, and he thought that the bulls had too many 

females to serve. What he terms "half bulls" have, he says, sometimes been 

killed for making boats, &c. He deprecates this practice, because they are then 
nearly ready for rookery service. 

103. Mr. John Malowansky, agent for the Russian Seal-skin Company, advanced 
the theory, that during the "drives," by the company's e1nployees, thousands of seals 

are disturbed and forced to great distances over a rough and tortuous route, under 

most distressing conditions. A large percentage of these animals are not killed at 
the time, for various reasons; some escaping, some being turned back, others, not 

coming up to the standard after reaching the killing grounds. Nevertheless, the 

seals which have thus survived the "drives," have undergone all the harassing 

co~dition~ thereof. This goe~ on day after day, the same seals in many instances 
be1ng subjected to the ordeal hme and again. 

104. The reason he gives for forming this opinion is, that the pelagic sealers off 
Pribylov Islands have often told him that the seals would appear on certain days, 
and then as suddenly disappear. 

105. It would not be surprising, if following a natural instinct of preseryation, 
these seals, both male and female, instead of immediately returning to the rookeries 



!8 

n 

rs 

g 
er· 

d, 
ty 
ere 
y 

en 
en 

~ed 
la!s 

ng 
ces 

off 

ys, 

ion, 
,ries 

19 

and hauling grounds respectively, should be frightened out to sea, until the imme
diate dread had sufficiently worn off to induce them to return to land. 

106. In the light of all the circumstances connected with the sealing industry, 
and in Yiew of the diversity of opinion, as to the feeding excursions of the seals from 
the islands, this theory may not be without force, and would seem to supply a better 
reason for migration than the theory of search of food or exercise, either of which can 
be had in any sufficient degree in the immediate vicinity of the islands. 

107. Another reason is thus afforded for the presence of seals at sea, and one 
immediately due to the methods of killing practised by the lessees of the islands. If 
the seals cannot be proven either to go, or to be compelled to go, from the islands for 
food; then some other cause must be looked for, and if they lea,re the islands, once 
having established themselves there, some Yalid reason must be found. 

108. If in the interQst of the protection of seals, the dates of the "drives" on the 
respective islands were procured, on the one hand, and the dates of the killing by 
the pelagic sealers, in the Yicinity of the islands fixed on the other, it might be estab
lished, that the catches of the pelagic sealers had some bearing upon the "drives" 
on the islands. 

109. It was noticeable that in Japan, there was quite a deep-rooted prejudice 
against pelagic sealing, because the difference between the legitimate operations of 
the Canadian fleet, and the vicious habits of the poacher or raider, forming the only 
kinds of seal hunting hitherto understood there, could not be appreciated. Hence 
they were all classed together. 

110. The presence, however, of a number of the Canadian sealers at Hakodate 
this year, brought them in contact vvith the officials there, and their methods have 

become better understood. H.B.M. Consul Hall, spoke quite highly of the Canadian 
sealers as a class. 

EVIDENCE. 

111. Briefly, the points for enquiTy, embraced in my instruetions may be put as 

follows:-

1. A careful examination of the sup
plementary Report of the British Behring 
Sea Commissioners, and of the report of 
Mr. Macoun's inYestigations of 1892 as 
indicating the particular facts concerning 
seal life which remained still in doubt. 

112. I. Owing to my necessarily hurri
ed departure from Ottawa, and the fact that 
neither of these documents had, up to that 
time, been communicated to the Canadian 
Government, it is a matter of regret that I 
V\ras unable to avail myself of the assistance 
these papers would have rendered me, in 
my researches on the islands. 

Only on my return to Hakodate en 
route to Yokohama, did they, together with 
my formal appointment from the Right 
Honourable the Earl ofRosebery, reach me. 

113. 2. An examination of the facts 
bearing on the efficiency, or otherwise, of 
the protective zone around the islands, pro
vided by the agreement; and a comparison 
of the circumstances existing under it, 
with those obtaining in 1891 and 1892. 

(a.) (~ee also c). Whether femalP-s, 
whilst suckling regularly go to great dis
tances from the breeding islands, and are 
killed by pelagic sealers ; their young on 
the islands perishing in consequence. 
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M. Grebnitzky, Governor Komand
m·sky Islands. 

Alexander Selivanoff, Russian official 
at. North Rookery, during killing season. 

Appendix No. 3. 

Alexey Badaeff. Seal "driver" Behr
ing Island. 

Appendix No. 4. 

114 (a.) To th~ quest~on :-"Do female 
seals whilst suckling theu young, regu~ar
ly go to great dista:nces fro.m the breedu~g 
islands; " this official replied, t~at he d~d 
not think they went to great distances In 
July (the suckling m?nth), as they then 
suckled three or four tnnes pPT day. Later 
on howeveT they suckled only once a day. 
H~ stated that young weTe found with 
milk in their stomachs, as late as N ovem
beT and he added he could not account 
for this because he did not know how long 
the seals suckled their young. . 

115. Again, in answer to a question as 
to the earliest date at which females Tesort 
to sea after giving birth to theiT young ; 
this official stated that he knew the females 
did go to sea to feed, but only with~n sig~t 
of the rookeries, while they were nurszng thetr 
young. . 

116. And still further when asked If 
they then sought the sea for the purpose of 
feeding, he answered" yes; but not out of 
sight of the rookeries." 

117. Asked as to his opportunities for 
observation, he replied: he had seen 
females go out for feeding, and he had seen 
in the stomachs of seals examined, food 
which could not be obtained in the im
mediate vicinity of the islands. 

118. During the time the female seals 
are suckling their young, they do not ~o to 
great distances to feed, but if the weather 
is fine and no storms are pTevailing, they 
will go 8 or 9 miles from shore, but no 
further, while nursing. When the weather 
is stormy, and the sea is Tunning high, the 
nursing females will go only a very short 
distance from the rookeries. This official 
states that he has seen a female seal nurse 
her pup early in the morning, leave the 
rookery for a few hours, return and again 
nurse the pup. During the month of June, 
when the pups are young, the mothers do 
not leave them for a longer time than about 
four hours. But later on, in July, when 
the pups are older, they will remain away 
for nine or ten hours at a time. 

119. He states that he judges the dis
tances from personal observations, with 
field.glass~s. It was his duty to supply the 
offiCials with all the information he could 
gather, during his daily observations of 
the rookeries and seals, and he watched 
the animals leave and return. He would 
not mistake females. 

120. The statement of this native is 
that while the females aTe sucklino· thei; 
young, they do not wander far fr~m the 
rooker~es ; in his opinion not further than 
five. miles. They go this distance for food, of 
whiCh they can find sufficient there. In 
:vaTm weather, the females will also go 
Into the water, though not in search of 
food, and at such times will remain quite 
close to the shore. 
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W aldemar Paetz, Agent Russian Seal
skin Company, Behring Island. 

Appendix No. 2. 

Emile Kluge, agent Russian Seal 
skin Company, Copper Island. 

Mr. J ulius Lindguist, agent for 
Messrs. Welsh, Hall & Co., at Petro
paulosvki. 

Capt. D. A. Grunberg, of the Russian 
Seal-skin CompanY.'s schooner '' Leon," 
which called at Robben Island for the 
season's catch of seal-skins. 

Appendix No. 5. 
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1 '21. This ·witness says: 
If females whilst suckling their young, 

do go off the rookeries for food, they do 
not go any considerable distance from the 
shore. They would go early in the morn
ing and soon return to the rookeries. He 
also states, that he does not believe a 
breeding female will go far to sea for food, 
until the first week in Srptember, because 
she can get food near the islands. He 
further expressed the opinion, that he did 
not believe any of the seals went far from 
the rookeries, from the time they landed 
until they departed in the fall ; not fuTther 
than the pTotective zone. Being able to 
get all the food they require close in shore, 
he could not see any Teason for their making 
lengthy excursions. 

122. Expressed the opinion, that fe
lnales feed while Huckling their young, 
hecause they go into the water foT food, 
he thinks 50 or 60 miles off. He obseTved 
this while on Robben Island more paT
ticularly, because there is a better chance 
to see there, as the rock is smalL He also 
expreHses the opinion that " bachelors " 
probably go as far to sea as the females; 
"but," he said, "who can answer." Pups 
do not go far off' shore ; neither does he 
think the big bulls go off the TookeTies, 
except in hot weath_er or when. it is raining. 

123. Mr. Lindguist 'vas on Behring 
Island, in the em ploy of the Alaska Corn
mercial Company, during 1880, aud up to 
August, 1891. He lived at North Rookery, 
as overseer of operations there, in the 
interests of the r,o1npany. 

He expressed the opinion that the 
nursing females do not go far from the 
rookeries until August, but after that. he 
has seen herds of seals going off, including 
females, especially during stormy weather. 
They vvould not, he thought, go far from 
shore. 

124. Being asked : " Do female seals, 
·while suckling, regularly go to great dis
tances from the breeding islands ? " replied, 
"I do not think they do: while suckling." 
To the query: "Then the female seals killed 
at sea, are not mothers suckling their 
young?" he answered, " No, they are not. 
This might occur vYithin a mile or two 
from Hhore, while in that condition, be
cause at this time the mothers never go 
any further to sea." 

125. He fuTther stated that after the 
pups were weaned, the females go to greater 
distances off shore, and that, generally 
speaking, irrespective of sex, he has noticed 
that the seals go further off shore during 
the month of August than during the two 
previous months. That some of these 
seals are females is proven by the fact that 
the breeding places are thinned off at this 
time. He further believes that they can 
get all the food they need near the island, 
because they do not go beyond one or two 
miles therefrom. 
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Charles Leblanc, master of the seal
ing schooner " Sadie Turpel," 

Appendix No. 6. 

William Sheilds, master and hunter 
of the sealing schooner "Vera." 

Appendix No. 7. 

W entworth E. Baker, 1naster of the 
sealing schooner "Oscar and Hattie." 

Apprndix No. 8. 

Melville Cutler, master of the seal
ing schooner "Agnes Macdonald." 

Appendix No. 9. 

W. H. Whitely, master of the sealing 
schooner " Mermaid." 

Appendix No. 10. 

.T ohn B. Brown, master of the sealing 
schooner "W alter P. Hall." 

Appendix No 11. 

126. Again, he says : After the 15th 
August he has noticed seals. S. W. of 
Behring Island, as far as 80 miles off, he 
presumes looking for food. He could not 
say whether they were n1ales or female~; 
but if females, the young would at this 
time have been weaned, and able to take 
care of themselves. 

127. States that of the catch around 
Komandorsky Islands, very few of ~he 
females taken had a full .flow of milk. 
After the 8th August, he went north of 
the islands, and the females taken there 
were drying up in different stages. 

12R. Says the seals taken off Copper 
Island \Vere mixed, male and female ; 
perhaps more females than males. A bout 
half of the females had a pretty free flovv 
of milk, the other half appeared to be 
drying up. 

129. Early in July, the seals taken 
south of the islands ·were mostly 1nales, 
with very few cows. The cows had a 
considerable flow of milk at that time. 
North of the islands, the females taken 
were drying up, and later on in August, 
there \Vas hardly any sign of milk notice
able. He was one day 110 miles to the 
north; and he noticed the faTther from 
shoTe he got the slighter the sho·w of milk, 
while the females appeared to remain off 
the islands. 

130. Says that of the seals taken on the 
Russian side, two-thirds were females hav
ing some show of milk, but in no instance 
did he observe a full :flow; all having the 
app.eaTance of various stages of drying up; 
while those last killed had a veTy slio·ht 
show of milk. b 

.131. 'l'he de?larant states that he paid 
paThcular attention to this, as he remained 
in the vicinity foT fi ye days befoTe getting 
any seal~, and when they began to arrive, 
he mentiOned to some of his men that they 
had prospects of a good catch, as the 
females were drying up, indicating that 
the pups must have been weaned and that 
!he seals might be expected to co~e offthe 
Islands. 

132. Says that on the whole, his catch 
off the Komandorsky Islands, comprised a 
small percentage more of females than 
~ales. The. females taken in J ulv were 
In fuller milk than at any other time. 
Those tak~n ~uring the first part of August, 
were beginning to dry up, ·while towaTds 
the end of August, they showed cleaTly 
that they were drying, or had dried up . 

133· States that his catch around the 
Komandorsky Islands ~.,.as about half rnale 
and half female. He could not sa as to 
the stage.s of the milk, but he did nof notice 
any particularly free flow. 
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W illiam Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner "Sapphire." 

Appendix No. 12. 

George Heater, n1aster of the sealing 
schooner " Ainoko." 

Appendix No. 1.3. 

Alfred Bissett, master of th sealing 
tBChooner '' Annie E. Paint." 

Appendix No. 14. 

William O'Leary, master of the seal
ing schooner "Geneva." 

Appendix No. 15. 
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134. Says he took some females in 
milk off Copper Island, but was unable to 
say as to the actual stage of the rnilk. 

135. States that of forty-six seals taken 
off Komandorsky Islands, there were but 
four females. They all had a show of 
milk but vvere drying up, the milk being 
clotted and in small quantity. He adds, 
that the floV\r of milk from a suckling 
female is so great that it cannot but be 
noticed. 

13G. States that the seals taken off the 
islands in July, were principally small 
males, a few ·traggling .CO\VS, some barren 
and some in milk. In August he got about 
an equal number of males and females. 
The females had a very slight show of 
milk, which had begun to turn yellow, 
thicken and dry up. After the lOth August, 
his positions ranged between 90 and 120 
miles off shore, and the seals taken were 
principally males. The nearer the islands, 
the more females. 

137. Says he took probably more 
females than males off the I(omandorsky 
Islands ; and that none of the females 
were in full milk, though all had a slight 
show of milk, whi0h was evidently drying 
up. He took care to observe the condi
tion as to milk whenever it was possible 
for him to do so. 

Thomas H. Brown, hunter on board 138. Says he killed this year 76 seals 
the sealing schooner" Agnes Macdonald." in the vicinity of Komandorsky Islands, 

Appendix No. 16. between the 25th July and 5th September. 
Two-thirds of these were females, but not 
one of them had a full flow of milk. They 
all had signs of milk, but it was pretty well 
dried up, and towards the end of the 
season there was only a slight trace of 
milk left. He adds that he has been four 
years sealing in these waters, and the 
above has been about his experience, ex
cept that the first year he was nearer land 
and saw more bulls. 

R. N. Crowell, master of the sealing 
schooner "Brenda," in 1892. 

Appendix No. 17. 

Wm. Byers, master of the sealing 
schooner" Carlotta G. Cox., 

Appendix No. 18. 

139. States that in 1892, he was mas
ter of the schooner "Brenda," on a seal 
hunting voyage in the yicinity of Koman
dorsky Islands. The seals he took there 
during August, and up to 7th September, 
were mixed males and females, the latter 
being in different stages of drying up, as 
regards milk; none showing a full .flow. 

140. Took fewer females in the neigh
bourhood of J(omandorslry llslands than 
ever before, there was more of a mixture of 
males, being nearly half of that class. Up 
to the 20th July, most of the females 
taken were in full milk, but after that 
it was quite apparent that the milk was 
drying up and intermixing with the fat. 
In these waters, prior to and including the 
20th July, he took 29 seals all told. 



A bel Douglas, master of the sealing 
schooner "Arietas." 

Appendix No. 19. 

Mr. Chichkine in his letter to H. M. 
Ambassador at 8t. Petersburg, 29th May 
(lOth June) 1893. 

Correspondence, Russia, No. 3 (1893), 
page 5. 

Report of the Russian Commission, 
appointed to enquire into the seizuTe~ 
of 1892. 

Correspondence, Russia, No. 3, 1893. 
page 12. 

144 (b.) The mortality of "pups" 
on the islands. More particularly during 
the year 1892, as compared with 1893. 

Mr. Grebnitzky, Governor of Kom
andorsky Islands. 

Alexander Selivanoff, Russian offi
cial at North Rookery during killing 
season. 

Appendix No. 3. 

* Italics are mine. 
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141 The seals secured around Koman
dorsky . Islands were mixed cows and 
nlales, a few more females than 1?-ales, and 
a larO'e llumber of non-breeding seals, 
young males and females. Of the fe~a~es, 
comparatively few had a full flow of milk, 
they being the first taken: In most of t~e 
females the milk was drying up, and he IS 

of opinion the pups must have been weaned. 
Towards the end of the season, only the 
sliO'htest trace of milk was observable. 

e 142. Writinrr of the case of the British 
sealing schoon~·s " Willie M~cGowan " 
and" Ariel" seized by the Russian author
ities in 1892, says : * * * ''as ·well 
'' as of 76 skins, of w hi eh 69 had been 
"taken from femaJe animals, w ha mu.st have 
" therefore been killed close to the shore; 90 
"per cent of the skins found on board the 
"Ariel" had probably also been taken from 
" nursinO' females. and belonged tn seals 

b . * *" " caucrht in Russian territorial waters. 
b 

143. In the case of the schooner 
"Marie," it is said: ''Next :morning search 
" was made both on the schooner and in ' . "the boats, which had rejoined her dunng 
" the niO'ht and o22 seal-skins were found, 

b ' "of which 585 were those of females, and 
" conscquent/IJ had been taken close to the 
" shore. '* * * * *" 
"The skins taken fr01n pregnant females, 
''bear witness to the fact that the seals had 
"been killed close to the shore.* In fact, 
" during the period of suckling, in .luly and 
"August, the p~males cannot go frorn the 
"shore." 

145. About four years ago, in very 
stormy weather, he noticed many more 
dead pups (grey) than usual. With regard 
to dead pups on the rookeries very little 
can be told, because the officials do not 
go on the rookeries. In the fall, after the 
seals have left, the number of dead pups 
might be observed, but even then the 
cTOV'{S, foxes and gulls Temove the1n. The 
dead pups are not counted after the season 
is over. No record of them had been 
taken, but duTing the past two years he has 
not observP.d many dead pups. Asked 
how the present year compared with 1892 
in this respect, Mr. Grebnitzky said 
that the same answer applied. To the 
question as to the different causes attribu
table for the death of "pups," Mr. Greb
nitzky Teplied that he had never noticed 
any disease ; smnetimes they were killed 
by the surf and sometimes the bulls 
crushed them. 

146. States that he believes there were 
more dead pups in 1892 than in 1891 or 
1893. He did not count them, but theTe 
appeared to be more. He attributed the 
death of these pups to stonns and surf 
while many are crushed by th~ bulls. Ir{ 
the autumn, durinO' stormy weather many 
pups are killed by ethe waves. ' 
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.Alexey Badaeff, seal "driver," Behr
ing Island 

.Appendix No. 4. 

Waldemar Paetz, agent Russian 
Seal-skin Company, Behring Island. 

.Appendix No. 2. 

Emile Kluge, agent Russian Seal
skin Company, Copper Island. 

J ulius Lindguist, agent for Messrs. 
Welsh, Hall & Uo., at Petropaulovski. 

Capt. D . .A. Grunberg, of the Rus
sian Seals-kin Company's schr. "Leon." 

Appendix No. 5. 

Thomas II. Brown, hunter on board 
the sealing schooner" .Agnes Macdonald." 

.Appendix No. 16. 

154. (c.) See also (a). The length of 
time during which a pup is necessarily 
suckled by its mother, before weaning, 
and the earliest date the mother may 
resort to sea after giving birth, whether 
for food, and to what distance. 

Mr. Grebnitzky, Governor of Kom
andorsky Islands. 
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147. Says that during the year 1892, 
there were more dead pups on the rookeries 
than in 1891 or 1893. 

148. He places the figures in 1892 at 
300 on North Rookery, and he expresses 
the opinion, that these pups were killed by 
the bulls crushing them, and by the surf, 
during storms; stating that he knows of 
no other cause of death except that a few 
may be born dead. 

149. Has neither observed nor heard of 
any more dead pups one year than another 
during his stay theTe. What fevv dead 
pups there aTe, fTom yeaT to year. are 
mostly killed by the surf during ~torms. 

150. Says there were not 1nan y dead 
pups on the rookeries at Copper Island this 
year. There were fewer than last year, 
because there were not so many pups born. 
There are always a few dead pups. He 
attributed theiT death to the bulls crushing 
thmn and to the surf during stonns ; also 
a few dTowning while learning to swim. 
He -vvas unaware of any natural enemies in 
the sea, or epidemic. 

151. Expresses the opinion that there 
are several hundred young pups crushed by 
the bulls yearly, and the larger pups are 
sometimes killed by the surf in the fall of 
the year. He would place the mortality 
at 300 or 400 on ea<..:h island annually. He 
is not aware of any epidemic, and the above 
is the only cause of death he knows of. 

152. Says a considerable nun1ber of 
pups perish on the islands ; some are 
drowned in the surf while yet young and 
learning to swim, a small number are 
smothered by the breeding animals, others 
are crushed by the bulls. 

153. States that, in the year 1888, he 
went as a boat steerer on board the sealil1-g 
schooner " Mag·gie Mac." His boat got 
quite near the shore of Copper Island, and 
they were fired upon, several bullets 
piercjng the boat. He noticed about one 
hundred dead pups floating in the water, 
from a few hundred yards to half a mile 
off shore. He does not think there were 
more than two or three vessels sealing 
around the islands that year. He could 
give no opinion as to the cause of the 
death of these seals. 

155. States that from actual observa
tion, he can say that a pup is necessarily 
suckled by its mother fTom one and a-half 
to two months. He cannot say how soon 
they will resm·t to the sea, after giving 
birth to their young. 



Alexander SelivanoffRussian official 
at North Rookery during killing season. 

Appendix No. 3. 

Alexander Badaeff, seal " driver" 
Behring Island. 

Appendix No. 4. 

W aldemar Paetz, agent for Russian 
Seal-skin Company, Behring Island. 

Appendix No. 2. 
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156. From observations made, he is of 
opinion that a female seal will suckle her 
younO' three or four weeks before weaning, 
but he would not like to express an 
opinion as to how long after giving birth 
to her pup she -would take to the "\Yater 
for food. 

157. Says that he has person~lly 
observed pups suckling, the whole time 
that the seals were on the rookeries, and 
he believes that the females nurse their 
youn(J' four months. This witness also 
state; that he has seen females nursing 
their pups in the \Vater. He could not 
say how soon after giying birth to their 
pups, the females sought the water for 
food. 

158. From his own obseiTations, and 
from what he has been able to gather from 
the natives, Mr. Paetz believ-es he can 
safely say that a female will suckle her 
young three or four weeks before weaning 
it. 

Emile Kluge agent for Russian Seal- 159. Cannot say how long a pup IS 
skin Company, Copper Island. neeessarily suckled before weaning. 

J ulius Lindquist, agent for Messrs. 
Welsh, Hall & Co. at Pctropaulovski. 

Capt. D. A. Grunberg, of the Russian 
Seal-skin Company's schooner "Leon." 

Appendix No. 5. 

Wm. O'Leary, master of the sealing 
schooner " Geneva." 

Appendix No. 15. 

160. Is of opinion that a female will 
not suckle her young more than a month 
and a half, but observations on the islands 
are handicapped, because they are not 
allowed to go on the rookeries. 

161. Cannot say how long pups are 
necessarily suckled by the mothers before 
weaning, and would not like to give an 
opinion as to the earliest date the mothers 
take to the water, after V\'"eaning their 
young. 

162. States that in previous years he 
observed, in Behring Sea, odd females in 

full milk, 80 miles offshore, and afterwards 
would get females in v..T hich the milk was 
drying up. He judged from this that the 
females do not suckle their young lono-er 
than fToin four to six weeks. e, 

163. (d) As to the existence of" Banks" 
or sealing grounds around the Komand
orsky Islands, \V hich banks His Excellency 
M. Ohichkine, 12th (24) February states 
are frequented during ~e~tain ~ea~o_ns by 
the female seals, the kilhng of vthiCh is 
particularly destructive to the seal species 
at the time of the year when the female~ 
are suckling their young, or go to seek food 
on ~he banks kno~n as the sealing grounds, 
w h1eh the 30-mile zone is designed to 
protect. 

Capt. A. M. Domojiroff, Commander 
of the Russian cruiser "Zabiaka." 

164. Stated that he had sounded for 
~hese "banks " as far as forty miles off the 
Islands, but had been unable to locate any 
such " banks." 
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Capt. Chmeilevski, Commander of 
the Russian cruiser "Yakout." 

Mr. Grebnitzky, Governor of Kom
andorsky Islands. 

Emile Kluge, agent for the Russian 
Seal-skin Company at Copper Island. 

Captain Gruuberg, of the Russian 
Seal-skin Company's schooner '' Leon." 

Appendix No. 5. 

Charles Leblanc, master of the seal
ing schooner " Sadie Turpel." 

Appendix No. 6. 

Wm. Sheilds, master and hunter of 
the sealing schooner "V era." 

Appendix No. 7. 

W entworth E. Baker master of the 
sealing schooner " Oscar and Hattie." 

Appendix No. 8. 
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165. Said, -vvith regard to the existence 
fo" sealing" or'' fishing banks," he cruised 
forty miles from the islands, endeavouring 
to find them, and although within this dis
tance he sounded for them, he found no 
evidence whatever of their existence. He 
did not search for them beyond forty miles 
from land. 

166. Stated th::~t he had no personal 
knowledge of feeding ''banks," for seals at 
sea, or of their location, but he had heard of 
sueh from those on board the men-of-war 
and the sealing schooners. In his report 
to the Hussian Government he savs he 
thinks the seals migrate further from.Kom
andorsky Islands than f1·om the Pri by
lovs, for feeding purposes, as there are a 
number of shallow banks which afiord 
food. These banks, he says, are situated 
to the southward ofCopper Island, and to 
the north·ward of Behring Island, about 
150 miles. He bases this opinion on the 
charts of confiscated schooners, shovYing 
where seals are taken . 

167. When asked with regard to the 
presence of feeding grounds or banks 
around the islands, he replied that he had 
no personal know ledge of such, but that the 
schooners reported feeding grounds E.S.E. 
and E. of Copper Island, about 60 or 70 
miles distant ; that is to say they caught 
the seals there. 

168. Asked if he had any knowledge 
of " feeding banks," in the vicinity of the 
Russian Seal Islands, answered that he 
had no personal know ledge of the exis
tence of such banks, but he had heard 
that they did exist to the south-" ... est of 
Behring Island, about 80 or 85 miles off, 
and to the south of Copper Island, but he 
had not heard how far off the latter island. 

169. Knows of no "banks" to the 
south"•ard of Komandorsky !~lands, but 
there are plenty of surface fish, as far out 
as 200 miles-squid and small fish of 
different kinds. 

170. Sounded around Copper Island 
with200 fathoms of line, but was unable to 
get any soundings. He never heard of any
one who had succeeded, and he kno\vs of 
no "banks" there. He has noticed a good 
many squid around the island about 30 
miles off, cut to pieces, probably by feeding 
seals. He has seen seals eating squid. In 
Behring Sea he has seen them eating cod. 

171. Does not know of any "banks" 
around Komandorsky Islands, where 
soundings can be obtained. He has tried 
for soundings three seasons, but has never 
been able to get any, although he has used 
120 and 200 fathoms of line. In certain 
places, a discolouration of the water occurs 
which has the appearance of soundingst 
but none can be obtained. In his opinion 
this probably accounts for the reported 
"banks.'' 



Otto Bucholz, master of the sealing 
schooner "Casco." 

Appendix No. 20. 

Mel-dlle Cutler, master of the seal
in()' schooner "Agnes Macdonald." 

0 
Appendix No. 9. 

W. H. Whitely, master of the seal
incr schooner ":IYiermaid." 

0 . 
Appendix No. 10. 

John B. Brown, master of the seal
ing schooner " W alter P. Hall." 

Appendix No. 11. 

William Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner "Sapphire." 

Appendix No. 12. 

George Heater, master of the seal
ing schoo~er "Ainoko.'' 

Appendix No. 13. 

Alfred Bissett, master of the sealing 
schooner "Annie E. Paint." 

Appendix No. 14. 
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172. IIas no know ledge of any "banks" 
t the south ward of Komandorsky Islands. 
Last year, when there was no protected 
area he was as close as 15, and as far off as 
100 ~iles. This year, he kept off an ave
rage distance of 45 miles, an~ never found 
any "banks," although he tned ~or bott?m 
fish, but could never get soundings with 
120 fathoms of line. A!l the sealers he 
has spoken to on the subJect, have had the 
same experience. On so long a voya~e, 
fTesh fish is a luxury and they ~11 try for 
them. The above, he says, apphes also to 
the Japan coast, V\rhe:e the seals are taken 
entirely out of soundings. 

173. Knows of no "banks " to the 
south ward of Komandorsky Islands, vV here 
soundings can be got : but there are ~lenty 
of surface fish to be found. 50 or 60 ~I~es to 
the southV\rard. lie has seen quantities of 
dead squid, which had been mutilated 
by seals, and he also observed m~n y 
sahnon jumping out of the water, dur~ng 
his stay in the vicinity of the Russian 
Islands, between 25th July and 5th Sep
tember. In fact he was among fish all the 
time. 

17 4. Does not know of any "banks" to 
the south·ward of Komandorsky Islands. 
Last year he tried for bottom fi~h, about 30 
miles off with 100 fathoms of hne. He has 
never heard of anyone else finding sound· 
ings. 

175. There is a small ''bank" in Lat. 
53° N. Long. 170° E ., 75 miles south V\rest 
of Attou Island. It is a very small "bank" ; 
the shoalest part is 70 fathoms deep, but it 
is so small it is almost impossible to keep 
on it. This is off the most easterly Ameri
can Island. 

176. There are large quantities of 
squid around Komandorsky Islands, every
where, as far off as 10D miles 

177. Is not aware of any "banks" 
around Komandorsky Islands, neitheT does 
he know of any sealers who have e\~er got 
soundings there. There is an abundance 
of squid and salmon, as far off' as 150 miles. 

178. There are no" banks" to the south
ward of Copper Island, where sealeTs have 
ever been able to !ret soundino·s thouO'h 

LJ b ' b 
some sealers have reported a small " bank " 
S. W. of Attou Island, 75 miles off. but he 
thinks they have never found 'bottom 
judging only from the colour of the water~ 

179. Does not know of any "bank" 
around Copper Island. The most of the 
seals he got there were taken about 50 
miles off shore. 

180. Has seen discoloured water 
which certainly had the appearance of' 
sou~dings, but he has never heard of any 
having been got, althoucrh he has tried with 
150 fathoms of line. 

0 
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Wm. O'Leary, master of the sealing 
~hooneT " Gene-v-a." 
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181. Squid, saln1on and other fish, in 
quantities, can be found from 60 to 120 
miles off. 

182. Knows of no "banks" around 
Copper Island. He has never been able to 
get any soundings, nor has he heard that 
anyone else has ever suuceeded. He has 
seen salmon and squid from 50 to 90 miles 
off shore. 

Thomas H. Brown, seal hunter 
\oard sehooneT "Agnes Macdonald." 

on 183. I-Ias never known of any ''banks'' 

Appendix No. 16. 

R. N. Cro:well, master of the sealing 
~chooner '' Brenda," in 1~92. 

Appendix No. 17. 

\V 1n. D. Byers, master of the sealing 
schooner "Carlotta G. Cox." 

Appendix No. 18. 

A bel Douglas, master of the sealing 
;chooner " Arictas." 

· Appendix No. 19. 

around the Komandorsky Islands. Hunters 
do not know much about the position of 
the ship, but he has seen saln1on jumping 
around the boat, outside the 30-mile limit, 
and there were plenty of squid in the same 
locality. 

184. Says that during the year 1892, he 
went on a seal hunting voyage around the 
Komandorsky Islands, as 1n aster of tlie 
schooner "Brenda." The only bank he 
knows of in the Yicinity is north of Behr
ing Island, off Cape Olgontorsky. The 
centTe of this '' bank" is about in latitude 
58° N., longitude 170° E. Soundings can be 
had from 41) fathoms up. 

185. Knows of no "banks" to the 
southward of Copper Island. He has 
sounded with lOO fathoms of line, looking· 
for fish about 50 milei:i off, but could get 
no soundings. 

18o. Squid, ::;almon and other fiE:h are 
plentiful 100 1niles off. 

187. Has tried foT fish to the south\vard 
of KomandoTsky Islands, but could get no 
soundings. 'rheTe arc no '' banks" there. 
In some places, the water has the appear
ance in colour as though soundings existed, 
and this doubtless accounts for Teported 
"banks." Plenty of squid and sahnon off 
the Island in July and August. 

188. (e.) Whether, in the event of 
LL'lnales occasionally dTopping their young 
:tt sea, or losing them on the islands, and 
being thereafter found still in milk, at 
crreat distancPs from the Tookeries, they 
~ould resort to and remain on the islands. 

Mr. Grebnitzky, GoveTnor of Kom
andorsky Islands. 

8 

189. On thi.s point, expresses the 
opinion that the females, under such cir
eumstances, would remain on shore, but 
that they would not copulate. In his 
Teport to the Russian Government, a 
synopsis of w hi eh is appended hereto 
(Appendix No. 1) he says: "8ome females, 
" which are disturbed in their mig·rations 
''to the breeding rookeries, lose their pups 
"in the water. They are then liable to 
" illness, and some die, before Tea<:hing the 
"rookeries. Those of them which succeed 
" in reaching the shore, lose the instinct 
" which calls for sorYice of the bulls." 
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Alexander Selivanoff, Russian official 
at North Rookery during killing season. 

Appendix No. 3. 

Alexey Badaeff, seal 
Behring Island. 

Appendix No. 4. 

" driver " 

W aldimar Paetz, agent for Russian 
Seal-skin Company, Behring Island. 

Appendix No. 2. 

Emile Kluge, agent for Russian 
Seal-skin Company, Copper Island. 

Mr. J ulius Lindguist, agent for 
Messrs. Welsh Hall & Company at 
Petropaulovski. 

Captain D. A. Grunberg, of the 
Russian Seal-skin Company's schooner 
"Leon." 

Appendix No. 5. 

197. Although perhaps not bearing 
directly upon the main point of the 
question, incidentally, the observations 
of some of the~ pelagic sealers may be 
noted here. 

Charles Leblanc, master of . the 
sealing schooner " Sadie Turpel." 

Appendix No. 6. 

Wm. Sheilds, master and hunter of 
the sealing schooner " Vera." 

Appendix No. 7. 

190. Again he says: " If a female lo~es 
"her pup in the water, she. c~n be readily 
"distinguished by the c~nditiOn of the f~r, 
"which is rough and thin under such cu-
" cumstances." 

191. Expresses the opinion that if a 
female lost her pup at sea, she would come 
to the rookeries; because he ha~ seen 
barren females on the rookeries, having no 
pup to look after. If she lost her pup on 
the rookery, she would remain there for 
service by the bull 

192. Cannot say what a femal~ would 
do in case of losing her young, mther at 
sea or on the rookery. 

193. Expressed the opinion that if 
female seals should drop their young at sea, 
or lose them on the islands, they ·would 
remain on the islands, just the same as the 
other breeding females, as to give birth ~o 
their young is not the only reaso~1 for theu 
migrations to the islands. 'l'heu natu:al 
instinct also brings them there to receive 
service of the bulls. He considers this 
proven by the fact that there are some 
barren females, ·which remain on the 
islands although having no young. 

194. Says he believes that if females 
lost their pups at sea they would go to the 
islands; if they lost them on the islands, 
they would remain there for service accord
ing to natural instinct, but this, like other 
matteTs, he says is difficult to state. 

195. Was not in a position to express 
an opinion as to what females would do in 
the event of losing their pups, either at sea 
or on land. 

196. Expressed the opinion that there 
may be premature births, with seals as with 
other animals, and that if a female lost her 
pup at sea, he thinks she \vould resort to 
~he islands, an~ if she lost her pup on the 
Islands, he believes her natural instinct 
would keep her there. 

198. Says: During the latter part of 
June between Y esso and ::5ikotan Islands 
on the Japan coast, he got between 20 and 
30 females in milk from 30 to 40 miles off 
shore. 

Note.-It is quite evident that these 
seals had either pupped on the Japan Is
lands or lost their pups at sea. 

. 199. Says that during the last week 
In June, and the first 12 days in July 
off Staten Island, one of the K uriles h~ 
took a few cows in full milk altho~gh 
veTy few. ' 



W. H. Whitely, master of the 
sealing schooner " Mermaid." 

Appendix No. 10. 

John B. Brown, master of the sealing 
schooner "W alter P. Hall." 

Appendix No. 11. 

Wm. Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner "Sapphire." 

Appendix No . 12. 

George Heater, master of the sealing 
schooner " Ainoko." 

Appendix No. 13. 

Alfred Bissett, master of the sealing 
schooner " Annie E. Paint.'' 

Appendix No. 14. 

R. N. Crowell, master of the sealing 
schooner "Brenda" in 1892. 

Appendix No. 17. 

207. (f.) Respecting the actual 
migration routes of the fur seals, of the 
Asiatic side of the Pacific, in going to 
and returning from the Komandorsky 
Islands, with their winter habitat, in 
the vicinity of the Japanese Coast. 

Capt. Domojiroff, of the Russian 
cruiser "Zabiaka." 
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200. Off the Japan coast, on the 19th 
day of June, got two or three females in full 
milk. As the day was foggy he could not 
get exact positions, but he was about 50 
miles off. He remarks that these seals 
must have come from Rome rookery, or have 
dropped their pups in the sea. On the 
same day he also got his last seals in pup. 

201. About the end of June, on the 
Japan coast, off Y esso, he got a fe"~ female 
seals in full flow of milk. These seals had 
either pupped on the shore or dropped their 
young at sea. 

202. On the 8th and 9th July, bet"reen 
Rat Islands and Agattu, (Arnerican f'iide), 
80 miles ocBanward, he sa\iV plenty seals 
and got one female in milk. 

Note.-This is very far frmn any of 
the known rookeries. 

203. During the month of May this 
year on the '' Fairweather Grounds," 
American coast, about 60 miles off shore, 
he saw three females with pups swimming 
alongside, about three or four weeks old. 
These seals had never reached the Priby lov 
Islands. 

204. The only female seal he took this 
year, which he could positively state was 
nursing, was one got off Shumagin Island 
-off Sand Point-on the 13th day of 
J uue. When she was opened, the milk 
flowed freely over the deck. He states 
that this seal must have dropped her pup 
at sea, or pupped on Shumagin Island. 

205. Says: On the way to Copper 
Island about 100 milPs S. t E. (true) off 
Amchitka Island, he took eight seals while 
crossing the 180 meridian on the 4th day 
of July. Four of these eight seals were 
females heay·y with pup. He does not know 
whether they were going to the Russian 
or American side; but he is certain that 
they could not have reached either of the 
known seal rookeries in time, as they were 
too far advanced. 

206. Expresses the opinion, that some
where on the North American coast, be
tween Queen Charlotte Islands and U nimak 
Pass, there must be a seal rookery. He bases 
this opinion on the fact that female seals 
are taken there, so heavy with pup that it 
would be impossible for them to reach any 
of the known rookeries, before dropping 
their young on the way. 

208. Had not been sufficiently long in 
the vicinity' to observe very closely the 
migration routes of the seals, but he 
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Capt. Chmeilevsy, of the Russian 
cruiser, "Yakout." 

gathered that they . worked along t~e 
Japan coast in the spnng, and returned In 
very much the same direction, in the fall. 
He was unaware of their winter habitat. 

:309. Touching the question of mi~ra
tions, considered it a vety di~cult s~bJect 
upon which to express any decided opinion. 
The master of the seized schooner ~· Maud 
S." informed him, that in April and the 
beginning of May, in passage from Yoko
hama to Hakodate, he caught about 400 
seals on the eastern side of Nipon Island. 
This and similar evidence, ·was all he had 
to depend upon for. his opinion of their 
mio-rations to the Islands. He had no 
pe;sonal knowledge, and it was difficult to 
tell, the seals coming in all directions. He 
has been o-enerally informed, that the seals 
go to the S. E. in the winter, ~ut of their 
winter habitat he kno·ws nothing. 

Commander Burr, of H.M. cruiser 210. Had not observed much 'vith 
"Porpoise." reo-ard to the migration routes of the seals, 

a:d was unable to g·ive any positive 
information on this branch of the subject. 

Mr. Grebnitzky, Governor of 
Komandorsky Islands. 

Alexander Selivanoff, Russian offi
ci~l at North Rookery during killing 
season. 

Appendix No. ~l 

Capt. D. A. G-runbeTg, of the Rus
sian Seal-skin Uompany's schooner 
"Leon." 

Appendix No. 5. 

Mr. John Malowansky, agent of the 
Russian Seal-skin Company, on board the 
Company's steamer "Kotik." 

211. PrefeTred not to make any state
ment on this point, as it was hit; intention 
shortly to publish a work on the subject. 
In his report to the Russian GoYernment, 
a synopsis of whi12h is appended, he states 
that the seals migrate from the Koman
dorsky Islands about the middle of 
NoYeinber, moving south to the .T apan 
sea. Herein he also states, that the Rob ben 
Island herd move dovv-n the Japanese coast 
in the same direction, and seals are found 
landed on islands inside the Kuriles. Some 
instead of going to Robben 1sland, distri
hute themselves on other islands in the 
Okhotsk Sea. 

212. Could not say much about the 
1nigration routes qf the seals, or of their 
winter habitat, bnt they come from S. E. 
and return in the same direction 

213. States that in going to the islands, 
everything indicates that the seals approach 
from the southward and southwestward. 
In going from the islands, he cannot say 
as to what Toute they may take. His 
reason for stating that they come from the 
south and south-vvest is, that they fhst land 
~n the. south-west part of Copper IRland, 
following along that island, landing as 
they go, on the seventl rookeries. Thence 
keeping the same diTection alon o- shore to 
B h . , b ' 

e nng Island, landing· on the rookeries 
there. As to their winter habitat he 
knpws nothing. 

214. Gave me an extTact from a letter 
from Mr. John G. Welsh, of the finn of 
W~lsh, Hall Company, of Yokohama. 
Th~s letter was dated 17th April, 1893, and 
as It touches the question of mio-Tations 
the extract may be given as follo.;s: 



Charles Leblanc. master ofthe seal
ing schooner " Sadie ·Turpel." 

Appendix No. 6. 

\V m. Sheilds, master and hunter of 
the sealing schooner " V era." 
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Otto Bucholz, master of the sealing 
schooner " Casco." 

Appendix No. 20. 

Melville Cutler, master of the seal
ing schooner ' 1 Agnes Macdonald." 

Appendix No. 9. 
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"It may interest you and your friends 
"of the Seal Company, to know that the 
"schooners which lately left here (about 
"20 to 25 in all, with 15 or 20 more going 
''direct from your side), are reported to be 
"having good success. One of them re
" turned here yesterday for repairs, and 
"brought 350 sealskins, which were taken 
" in two days. Some are said to have taken 
" 1, 000 skins, also in a very short time. 
"The Captain of the returned schooneT, the 
" • Arietas,' told me that all the sealR are 
"captuTed in the sea about 150 miles east 
"and 250 miles north of this harbour." 

This letter was addressed to Mr. Malo
wansky, at San Francisco. 

215. So far as the migration route of 
the seals to the Islands is concerned, he 
can only say he met then1 on the Japan 
coast on the 19th day of April in latitude 
39° 22' N., longitude 143° 12' E , and fol
lo·wed them along the coast until the 4th 
of July in latitude 44) 58' N., longitude 
149° 25' E., his average distance from shore 
being about 30 miles. He lost the herd 
about 50 miles east of Sikotan, at the 
beginning of the K uriles. 

216. Says that he met the seals on the 
29th day of March, off the Japan coast, 
northward of Yokohama, in latitude 34° 
46' N., longitude 140° 03' E., and found 
them all along the coast to ;:-;taten Island, 
one of the Kuriles, ranging say bet-vveen 35 
and 45 miles off shore. He lost the herd 
off the northern part of Staten Island. 

217. For two or three days during the 
first week in June, he noticed a lot of cows, 
travelling along the coast to the northward. 
The positions being between 39..> and 41° 
north latitude and 144° and 146° east 
longitude. 

218. Gives as his experience as to the 
migration routes of seals to the Koman
dorsky Islands, that he first encountered 
them off the Island of Nipon, in April and 
May, at a distance of between 20 and 70 
miles from shore ; his first position being 
latitude .J.0° 31' north, longitude 143° 4~' 
east. He followed them along the coast to 
latitude 43° 25' north, longitude 146° 28' 
east. The herd disappeared in the latter 
end of June, off Sikotan Island. 

219. First saw the seals this year 
about 200 miles north of Y okohama, from 
180 to 200 miles off shore, during the first 
week in April. He found them all along 
the coast of Nipon, and some along the 
coast of Y esso. Oft' the northern part of 
Y esso, he lost the herd, and did not see 
them again until offKomandoTsky Islands. 
On the Japan coast he began sealing the 
2nd day of April and continued until 23rd 
June, his positions ranging between lati
tude 38° and 43° north, longitude 142° and 
147° east. 
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W. H. Whitely, master of the sealing 
schooner "Mermaid." 
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John B. Brown, master of the seal
ing schooner "Walter P. Hall." 
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GeoTge Heater, master of the sealing 
schooner '' Ainoko." 
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Wm. O'Leary, master of the sealing 
schooner 11 Geneva." 

A ppendi:x No. 15. 

A bel Douglas, master of the sealing 
schooner " Arietas." 
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August G. Bjerre, master of the seal
ing schooner "Beatrice." 

220. With respect to the migration 
routes of seals to Komandorsky Islands, 
this year he met them on the 25th ~ay of 
March, in latitude 36° 10' north, longitude 
145° east, 200 mile::; off Cape Inaboye, 
about 60 miles north of Y okohama. He 
followed them up the coast to Sikotan 
Island. There he lost them about the latter 
en<l of June and met them again off 
Komandorsky Islands. 

221. First met the seals 7th April in 
latitude 36° 38' north, longitude 144° 07' 
east, off the Japan coast, and followed ~hem 
up until the 29th day of June, in latitude 
42° 53' north, longitude 145° 18' east. Off 
Akishi, the seals began to travel north, 
and from that out all he took on the 
Japan coast were travellers. 

222. Never having sealed on the Japan 
coast, cannot express any personal opinion 
as to the migration route of seals to the 
Russian Islands, but the sealers tell him 
they woTk up the Japan coast at various 
distances along Nipon Island. 

223. Sayshe cannot say where the seals 
stTike the coast of Japan, but they weTe 
there vvhen he first lowered his boats for 
them off Nipon Island, on the 1st day of 
April, latitude 38° 15' N., longitude 143° 
12' E. He followed them up to the 7th of 
July, in latitude 43° N., longitude 155° 58' 
E., along the Islands of Nipon and Yesso, 
and found them all the way fTom 60 to 
300 miles off shore. Between 1st ApTil 
and 7th July, during his stay on the Japan 
coast, his positions ranged between noTth 
latitude 38° 15' and 43°, and east longitude 
142° and 155° 58'. He cannot say as to 
the :x;novem~nts of the seals afteT leaving 
the Islands In the fall, but he believes they 
aTe to be found all winter where he found 
them in the spring, and until they 0'0 back 
to the breeding islands. 
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224. Shows that he took his first seals 
on ~he_ .J ap~n coast, on the 7th day of 
A:r;r~l, In latitude 37° 35' N., longitude 144° 
?3 E ... and the }a~t on the 24th day of June 
1n lahtude 44 7 N., longitude 147° 30' E. 
B~twee.n. these dates, and along that coast, 
his po.sihons ranged from 37° 28' to 44° 7' 
N. l~htude, and from 143° to 147° 30' east 
longitude. 

2.25. The positions given by this sealing 
captain show : That he fiTst met the seals 
on the Japan coast, 21st March in latitude 
37o 11' N., longitude 142o 34' 'E. He fol
lowed them until the 21st June in latitude 
41o ~1' N., .l<?ngitude 142o 18' E: The range 
of his position on the Japan coast was 
from 37° 11' to 43o 9' north latitude' and 
142° to 146° east longitude. ' 

A bel Douglas, master of the sealing 
schooner " Arietas." 

226. Took his first seals on the Japan 
co~st ~n the 7t~ day of April, in latitude 
37 35 N., longitude 144o 33' E., and the Appendix No. 19. 



Wm. Byers, master of the sealing 
schooner " Carlotte G. Cox." 

Appendix No. 18. 

228. (g-.) The average dates of land
ing and departure from the islands, of 
seals of different sexes and ages, par
ticularly if those can be obtained for a 
series of years. 

220. Whether females land on the 
islands, from the time they leave them 
as pups until they return to give birth 
to first pup. 

Mr. Pafski, administrator Koman
dorsky Islands. 

(All Russian dates.) 
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last seals there on the 24th June in latitude 
44° 7' north, longitude 147° 30' east, his 
positions between these dates along that 
coast, ranging· as above. 

227. :Met the seals on the Japan coast 
on the 28th March, in latitude 39° 22' north, 
longitude 145° E. He sealed along the 
coast until the 30th June, on '"" hich day 
he took the last seals on the Japan coast. 
During this period his positions ranged 
from 39° to 43° of north latitude and 142° 
to 146° of east longitude. From Yokohama 
up, he says the route of the seals lies 
parallel with the coa:st of Japan, and the 
K urile Islands, at distances ranging from 
20 to 200 miles off. He believes they win
ter between latitude 38° and 41° north, as 
from 28th March to 30th May, he took 
them between these positions continu
ouEly. 

230. On leaving Nikolski Mr. Greb
nitzky referred me to Mr. Pafski (who was 
to replace him during his absence) for in
formation on this point. An examination of 
the records by Mr. Pafski, however, re
vealed the fact that no positive dates could 
be given from year to year, r of the arrival 
and departure of the different classes of 
seals. For instance, in 1893, on North 
Rookery, the first bull arrived on the 4th 
May ; on the 6th 2 more arrived ; on the 
9th 4 arrived; on the lOth 5 bulls and 1 
holluschickie. On the evening of the lOth, 
6 bulls. On the 12th, 23 bulls, 2 females 
and 1 holluschickie. In the water close 
to the rookery, this day, there were 12 
seals. On the 14th, 28 bull~ arrived, 9 
holluschickie and 3 females; on the 18th 
May, 40 bulls, and close to the rookery 5 
females. In the evening of that day 1 bull. 
On the 20th, 12 bulls; 24th May, 90 bulls 
and 50 holluschickie; on 31st May, 100 
bulls and 70 holluschickie, also, 80 females, 
and another herd of 25 females. On the 
1st June, 130 holluschickie, 28 females and 
28 bulls ; on 2nd June, 100 females and 
loO holluschickie. On the 3rd June, the 
bulls chose their females, and the hol
luschickie took other places No further 
information is given, except that the bulls 
started to leave about the middle of August, 
but the other seals were still (4th Sept.) 
on the rookeries. 

231. This accounts for very few seals 
on the rookeries, and it is quite evident 
that any attempt to establish their arrival 
in this way must necessarily prove imprac
ticable. 
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Alexander Selivanoff, Russian official 
at North Rookery during killing season. 
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(Russian dates.) 

Alexey Badaeff, Seal " driver " 
Behring Island. 
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232. It was g·athered, however, from 
the officials on the island, that gen.eral~y 
speaking the s~als co.mmenc~ to arnve ID 
May and remain until the middle of N.ov
ember. They arrive in about the following 
order : First bulls, then females ; ~he~ 
females and holluschickie mixed, pnnci
pally holluschickie. 1'he bulls begin to 
leave about August, and the females and 
holluschickie leave in October and N ovem
ber. When they begin to come in large 
nurnbers, in the latter part of June and 
July, it is difficult to distinguish them. 
It is also most difficult to keep track of the 
number of bulls arriving from day to day. 
They have no reliable records. 

233. To the query as to whether 
females land from the time they leave as 
pups, until they return to give birth to 
their first pup-Mr. Pafski replied that a 
large nurnber of young females were on 
the islands this year: females that were 
not breeding. 

• 
234. In 1892, the seals arrived on the 

island as follows :-
First, the Bulls, the first arriving on 

the first day of May, and from that forward 
coming gradually until 1st July; this 
is the reason that a few bulls will be found 
later in the fall on the rookeries. 

Second, Females. The first females 
arrived on the 20th ~fay, and from that 
forward they kept arriving untH the 15th 
July, by w hi eh time all the females were 
on the rookeries. 

Third. the holluschickie arrived about 
the same time as the females, but continued 
arriving the whole time, until about the 
15th August. 

235. They departed as follows, in 1892: 
The bulls first, he cannot say the actual 
tiine of leaving. As the seals come they 
leave-gradually; they began to leave 
about the 1st October, and had all left the 
islands by the 12th November. The bulls 
had nearly all gone, by the time the others 
started to leave. 

236. T~is official left the rookery in 
1893, and did not observe the landino- and 
del?arture of the seals. The first 

0 

bull 
arnved on the 28th April, alone. 
. 237. He has seen young females, (year

lings) every year on the rookeries. Last year 
he mad~ a" drive," thinking to take about 
2,600 skins, bnt he discovered there were 
over 1, 000 young females mixed with the 
holluschickie. ' 

238. G~nerally speaking, from year to 
ye~r according to the weather, the seals 
arnve at the rookeries as follows :-The 
bull~ come first, arriving about the 20th 
Apnl; next the females, during the first part 
of MaY:· The holluschickie come about the 
same time as the females. The bulls beo-in 
to leave the rookeries first. The bulk of 
the seals leave the islands, between the 
1st October and 20th November ; none 



W aldemar Paetz, agent for the 
Russian Seal-skin Con1pany at Behring 
Island. 
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E1nile Kluge, agent for the Russian 
Seal-skin Company at Copper Island. 

Russian dates. 

1\Ir. J uli us Lindguist, agent for 
Messrs. Welsh, Hall & C01npany at 
PetropauloTski. 

Russian dates. 

Captain D. A. Grunberg, of the 
C01npany's schooner "Leon." 
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244. (h.) The State of IComandorsky 
Islands, in years of scarcity or of abun
dance of sEals on the Priby lov Islands. 
As to whether these two groups of 
islands are similarly affected, in the same 
years, and b'enerally, any effect upon the 
Komandorsky Islands, believed to be 
due to practices upon Pribylov Islands 
or Robben Reef. 

Mr. Grebnitzky, Governor of Ko
mandorsky Islands. 
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being on the rookeries after the latter date. 
He judges that young non-breeding fe
males land on the islands, from the fact 
that he has seen young females mixed in a 
drive of bachelors. 

239. Says there is no doubt fmnale seals 
land on the islands, before they visit the 
rookeries to give birth to their fhst pup ; 
because young females are often observed 
mixed with the holluschickie and other
Wise. 

240. Seals first arrive every year about 
the end of April. The bulls reach the 
islands at that time. In the latteT part of 
May, a few holluschickie arrive. The breed
ing females arriYe about the beginning 
of June. They pup almost immediately. 
Holluschickie aTrive gradually, fro1n their 
first coming until the middle of July. 
The yeaTlings arrive about the commence
ment of August. The big bulls do not 
leave the rookeries until the latter part of 
July, at which time they are very thin 
and go to the feeding grounds. 

241. The large bulls arrive on the 
islands duTing the latter part of May. They 
are followed by a few of the larger " bache
lors," or " half bulls," and some females 
about the 1st .Tune. The females arrive 
slovdy and the bachelors arrive with them. 
By the first part of July, all the females 
are on the rookeries. The bulk of the 
" killables " arrive after 1st .T uly, the 
laTgest run being during the end of .T ul y 
and 1st August. By the middle of August, 
all the seals are on the rookeries. 

242. Young females do resort to the 
rookeries before they return to give birth 
to their first pups, because they are found 
there, mixed with the bachelors. 

243. Female seals do land on the 
i:::dands befoTe they return to give birth to 
their first pups. The reason he is positive 
of this is, that young immature females 
are often found mixed up in a "drive." 

245. States that the seal herds of the 
Komandorsky and Pribylov Islands, are 
absolutely distinct, consequently no opera
tions on either could affect the other. The 
seals which summer on Rob ben Island, 
do not visit Komandorsky Islands. Seals 
also haul out on the Japan Islands, and 
they all winter in the same place as those 
which visit Komandorsky Islands. 
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Alexander Selivanoff, Russian offi
cial at North Rookery during killing 
season. 
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W aldemar Paetz, agent for the Rus
sian Seal-skin Company at Behring 
Island. 
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Emile Kluge, agent for the Russian 
Seal-skin Company at Copper Island. 

Captain D. A. Grunberg, of the 
Russian Seal-skin Company's schooner 
"Leon." 
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Alfred Bissett, master of the sealing 
schooner "Annie E. Paint." 
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246. Could give no opinion on t~is 
b . t . but he noticed on the N oith 

su ~ec ' b 11 h' eh were Rookery, last year, three u .s w I 
d .fi. t ·n appearance from the bulls very I eren I Th 

resorting to Komandorsky 1 sland~. ;y 
had lon()' manes on the back of th~u nee. s. 
These b~lls caused considerable discussion 
am on the natives. One man who had 

gf m St Paul Fribylov It:)lands, come ro · ' h 
named E.fim Snergiroff, stated that t ey 
had come from that island, as they were 
the same as he had seen. ther~. There 
were also two holluschickie, w hi eh were 
very different from. those .of Komandorsky 
Island, the hair being quite black. 

247. Operations on Pribylov Islands, 
could in no way affect the Ko~a:ndorsky 
Islands. He is decidedly of opinion that 
the seal herds which frequent these two 
groups are separate and distinct. Last 
year h~ handled t~e sk~ns taken,from the 
seized schooner Rosie Olsen, among 
w hi eh were some taken on the An1erican 
side a~d he observed such a marked dif
fere~ce in the appearance of these skins, 
as compared with those taken on the Rus
sian side that it conYinced him of the 
distinctn~ss of the herds. He also believes 
that although, practically of the same heTd, 
the seals which visit Rob ben Island neveT 
get so far up as the Komandorsky ~ouplet, 
and he concludes that no opeTahons on 
Robben Island could affect those islands 
in the least degree. 

248. Operations on Robben Island 
might possibly affect seal life on Koman
dorsky Islands, because the seals come from 
precisely the same direction ; but he cannot 
think, that operationH on the Pribylov 
Islands could at all affect the Russian 
Islands, and vice 1'ersa, because, he believes 
the seals to be of entirely distinct heTds; 
those on the Asiatic side coming from the 
Japan coast, and those on the American 
side fo11owing along the North American 
coast. 

~49. Was unable to express any 
opinion, as to whether the two groups 
were similarly affected in seasons ot scar
city or othm·wise ; but he believed that if 
any effect could be produced upon Koman
dorsky Islands, it would be from practices 
on Robben Island. Those on Pribylov 
could not affect the Komandorsky couplet. 

. 250. States that there is no difference 
In the her~s of seals which frequent the two 
groups of Islands. The majority taken off 
Copper Island are darker in colour than 
those on the American side, but there are 
very many which show no difference what
ever in appearance. The stomachs contain 
abo"?-t the same kind of food, principally 
squid. 
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251. (i.) The number of years during 
which a female seal continues to bear 
young, and the number of years a male 
seal renders efficient service on the rook
eries. 

Mr. Grebnitzky, Governor of 
Komandorsky Islands. 

Alexander Selivanoff, Russian offi.~ 
cer at North Rookery. 

Appendix No. 3. 

Alexey Badaeff, seal "driver," Behr
ing Island. 

Appendix No. 4. 

W aldemar Paetz, agent for the Rus
sian Seal-skin Company at Behring 
Island. 

Appendix No. 2. 

Emile Kluge agent for the Seal-skin 
Company at Copper Island. 

Mr. J ulius Lindguist, agent for 
Messrs. Welsh, Hall & Company, at 
Petropaulo-vski. 

252. Expresses the opinion that female 
seals will average 10 births, thus bearing 
young for 10 years. He cannot say how 
many years a male seal will render efficient 
service. From his observations on the 
islands, he thinks they bcg·in at five years 
of age, and continue about 15 years . He, 
however, could give no paxticular reason 
for this opinion. 

253. Cannot say how long a fe1nale 
will bear, or a male render rookery service. 

254. Could not answer either ques 
tion, but he has seen a very old bull serving 
a female. 

255. Could not answer either ques
tion. 

256. Expresses the opinion that a female 
seal ·will bear young in the third year of 
heT age, but he can form no idea of how 
long she may continue to bear, nor how 
long a bull may serve on the rookeTy. In 
fact, he says, he does not see how any one 
can tell this. 

2.57. Judging from size and appear
ance, is of opinion a female will pup at three 
years of age. The natives told him that good 
sized skins are taken from seals six or 
seven years old, and as these are not large 
enough for rookery service, he judges they 
do not breed until at least eight years old. 
He is of opinion that, so long as the bulls 
are on the rookeries, they are of service to 
the females, and he has seen some old ones, 
probably fifteen or twenty years old. 

Capt. Grunbcrg, of the Russian 258. Could not answer either ques-
Seal-skin Company's schooner "Leon." tion. 

259. (j.) The existence and habits of 
barren females and effete males :-

Mr. Grebnitzky~ 
Komandorsky Islands. 

Governor of 260. States that in 1892, he noticed 
more barren cows on Copper Island than 
during the present year. He noticed no 
barren cows on either island this year. 

261. In his report to the Russian Gov
ernment, Mr. Grebnitzky says :-Generally 
speaking, there is a considerable number 
of barren females (old) which do not go 
on the rookeries for service by the bulls, 
but lay outside near the holluschickie. 
These barren females are easily frightened. 

2o2. Mr. Grebnitzky further stated that 
this year between 200 and 300 old bulls 
came to the islands with the females, and 
then left without serving them. 



Alexander Selivanoff, Russian offi
cial at North Rookery. 
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Alexey Badaeff, sealer "driver," 
Behring Island. 
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W aldmnar Paetz, agent for the Rus
sian Seal-skin Corn pan y at Behring 
Island. 
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Mr. J ulius Lindguist, agent for 
Messrs. Welsh, Hall & Co., at Petro
paulovski. 

Chas. Leblanc, master of the sealing 
schooner " Sadic Turpel." 
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Captain Wm. Sheilds, master and 
hunter of the sealing schooner " V era." 

Appendix No. 7. 

W entworth E. Baker; master of the 
sealing schooner " Oscar & Hattie." 

Appendix No. 8. 

Otto Bucholz, master of the sealing 
schooner " Casco." 

Appendix No. 20. 

Melville Cutler, master of the seal
ing schooner " Agnes Macdonald." 

Appendix No 9. 

W. H. Whitely, master of the seal
ing schooner "Mermaid." 

Appendix No. 10. 

W illiam Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner "Sapphire." 

Appendix No. 12. 

Alfred Bissett, master of the sealing 
schooner " Annie E. Paint." 

Appendix No. 14. 

Thomas H. Brown, hunter, schooner 
" Agnes Macdonald." 

Appendix No. 16. 

A bel Douglas, 1naster of the sealing 
schooner " Arietas." 

Appendix No. 19. 

Wm. D. l3yers, masterofthe sealing 
schooner "Carlotta 0. Cox." 

Appendix No. 18. 
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263. States that he has never noticed 
any adult fe1nales ·which were barren, nor 
any old bulls, which were not able for 
rookery service. 

264. Does not know of the existence of 
barren females on the rookeries. There 
may or may not be. There are no bulls on 
the rookeries which do not serve the fe-
males. 

265. Knows that every year there ~re 
upon the rookeries a few old bulls, whwh 
are no longer able for rookery service. The 
n tunber of this class is small, but they do 
occur each year. 

266. Know~:; of no barren cows or effete 
bulls. Never saw adult females with 
bachelors in any numbers. When odd 
ones have thus ·been seen by him, they 
have been in milk. 

267. Got on the Japan coast 12 or 15 
barren cows. 

268. Took quite a number of barren 
females along the Japan coast, mixed in 
with the male seals, during the last week 
in June and first twelve days in July. 

269. On the American coast, got a few 
barren cows, particularly off the Fair
weather Grounds. 

270. Off Y esso Island, on the .T a pan 
coast, took several barren females. They 
were full grown, and there was no doubt 
that they were barren. 

271. Got along the Japan coast two 
barren cows. 

272. Noticed on the Japan coast a large 
number of ~arren cows, many more than 
OD; the ~menc~n coast. They were adults, 
with neither signs of pups nor milk, in any 
stage whatever. 

273. In Behring Sea, he has aot num
bers of dry cows in July and A ugu~t. These 
were barren cows. 

27 4. During July, off Copper Island, 
took some barren cows. 

275. Off the Japan coast, got quite a 
number of barren cows. He cannot just 
recall the number, but he observed several. 

276: States that on the Japan coast he 
took 9,Uite a number of barren cows. This 
was In June, off Y esso Island. 

277. States that among his catch on the 
Japan coast weTe some barren cows. As 
the season advanced, the crew looked for 



278 (k.) The conditions of the rookeries, 
as to numbers of seals, during the year 
1893, compared with previous years:

Mr. Grebnitzky, GoYernor of Ko
mandorsky Islands 

Commander Burr, of H.M.S. " Por
poise." 
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unborn pups, and in opening the seals to 
obtain them, seYeral barren females were 
observed. 

279. Says that there is a decrease of 
three-tenths compared with last year, and 
three-fifths compared with the year before. 
He arrives at these figures from records kept 
at the rookeries, and from his own observa
tions, when he visits the rookeries. This 
year there were more pups and more fe
males on Behring Island than last year. 

280. There were more bulls on Copper 
Island than last year, but fewer on Behring 
Island. He states that on the lattt>r island, 
only four yearlings ·were observed, but on 
Copper Island, there was an incTeased num
ber of yearlings. In 1892, he noticed more 
barren cows on Copper Island than this 
year. None on either island this year. 

281. In his report to the Russian Gov
eTnment, this functiona!'y says, that pelagic 
sealing caused a decrease of seals on the 
breeding rookeries, especially of females, 
only about one-half of tht> females being 
noticed on the rookeries since 1888, as 
compared with the number for some years 
prior to that date. 1\nd in his telegTam 
to the Minister of Domains, he states that 
there are plenty of seals in the sea and on 
the coast of Kamtschatka, but fewer seals 
this year on the rookeries. He Teports a 
slight decTease of females on Copper Island 
this year, but there are plenty of bulls, and 
he adds, the skins taken are large. 

282. Expressed the opinion that there 
were fewer seals on the TookeTies than there 
were two years ago, and that they were 
smaller, both male and female. 

Alexander Selivanoff, Russian official 283. Says from personal experience 
at N01·th Rookery. theTe is an increase compared with last 

Appendix No. 3. year. This increase was noticeable in all 
classes of seals, but particularly in the 
n urn her of females and pups ; while there 
was also an increased number of bulls. 
There were over 1,000 bulls on the rookery 
this year. 

2~4. During the year 1892, the rooker• 
ies were in better condition than in 1891, 
there being more seals generally, though 
he could not say of ·what particular class. 
On the w holt>, he believes, the rookeries to 
be in a better condition, than for the past 
three years. 

Alexey Badae:ff, seal "driver," Behr
ing Island. 

Appendix No. 4. 

285. There were more seals on North 
Rookery this year than last. The increase 
is general, including all classes of seals. 
In 1891 there were not so many seals as 
in 1~92, and this year, 1893, there were 
more seals than in 1892. 

11 
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vr aldemar Paetz, agent of the Russian 
Sea>skin Company, at Behring Island. 

Appendix No. 2. 

Mr. Emile Kluge, agent of the ;Russian 
Sed-skin Company at Copper Island. 

Captain D. A. Grunberg, of the 
Russian Seal-skin Company's schooner 
"Leon." 

Appendix No. 5. 

*The figures were 540. 

Mr. J ulius Lindguist, agent, Messrs. 
W ~lsh, Hall & Co., at Petropaulovski. 

291. (l.) The presence of Fish in the 
vi·~inity of the Russian Seal Islands. 

Captain Fawkes, R.N. 

Commander Burr, R.N. 

Alexey Badaeff. 
Appendix No. 4. 

W aldemar Paetz. 
Appendix No. 2. 

Capt. Grunberg·. 
Appendix No. 5. 

286. States that there were last year, 
and this year more seals on North Rookery 
than there were during 1891, the first year 
he spent on the island. 

287. Then' is a considerable increase in 
the number of female seals, and also in the 
number of pups this year. 'I'he first year 
he vvas on the island, there V\ ... ere very few 
bulls on the rookeries; but last year the 
number of bulls ine1·eased, and this year it 
increased acrain oyer the number of last 
year. Thm~ was very little difference 
between the number of bachelors this year 
and last, but there was a considerable 
increase in the number of females. He 
considers the rookery to be in better con
dition this year, as regards n urn hers of 
seals, than during 1~91 and 1892. 

288. Believes that there are fewer 
female seals on the rookeries of Copper 
Island than last year, but he could not 
say to what extent they had decreased. 
He also considered that, on the whole, 
there V\rere feweT seals on the rookeries 
than dtuing 1891 and 1892. 

289. Considers there is an appreciable 
decrease in the number of seals on Rob ben 
Island, as compared with 1885 and 18g6. 
There were no skins taken on the island 
last year by the c01npany, because it was 
not considered profitable to send sealers 
there. This year, however, they took 1,532 
skins. In 1891 the take was less, but he 
could not say the exact number.* 

290. Thinks there were more seals on 
the island in 1890 than in 1891 · but he 
heard from the employees of the 'Russian 
Seal-skin Company, that there ·were more 
seals on the islands this year than last. 

292. Capt. Fawkes, of H.M.S. "Mer
cury," says, of the vicinity of Robben 
Island, that while he caught very few fish 
o~ the ?ru.ising grounds, they were plen
tiful within a few miles of the shore. 

293. Commander Burr of H M S 
"Porpoise," testified to the great nu~b~r~ 
of fish to be caught close to the shore. 

. 294 Ale_xey Badaeff, a native of Behr
Ing 1 sland, testifies that the seals can find 
all the fo.od they want within five miles 
from the Islands. . 

295. W aldemar Paetz Company's 
agent at Nikolski, says: Th~ seals can get 
food near the islands. 

~96 · Capt. D. A. Grunberrr of the 
Russian Seal-skin Company's o h 
"Leo " b 1· se ooner, 

. n e. Ieves the seals can get food 
Without going far from sh h'l 
nursing they d t ore, as w I e 

.1 ff 0 no go beyond one or two 
mi es o . 
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Capt. Chmeilevsky, Imperial Rus
sian Navy. 

Personal observations of R. N. Ven
ning. 

Mr. GTebnitzky, Governor of Ko
mandorsky Islands. 

A ppendiz No. 1. 

Mr. Lindguist, mate of the Corn
pany's steamer "Kotik." 

297. Capt. Chmeilevsky reports pl~nty 
of cod near all the villages. 

298. My own experience on board the 
" Kotik" was, that wherever w e anchored 
off Copper Island, never further than about 
a mile from shore, the quantity of cod 
to be taken was only limited by the time 
devoted to it. 1 caught these fish, measur
ing from :20 inches to 3 feet in length, 
actual measurement, until it became irk
some. Fishing with 40 or 50 feet ofline, 
the line was never allowed to straighten 
before the bait was taken, and the ho,)ked 
fish was invariably followed to the surface 
of the water by from six to a dozen others. 

299. A careful examination of the 
external condition of these fish, enables me 
to say that I could not observe any striking 
difference between them and the ordinary 
Atlantic cod. They were, in size, very 
much the same as the shore cod o: the 
eastern coast of the United States and 
Canada, though in colour they bore a 
greater resemblance to the deepeT water 
or "bank cod," bearing much the same 
marks, and possessing no highly colcured 
appearance, such as I had noticed in the 
shore cod of Massachusetts and MainE this 
summer. However, more than half of ~hem 
were afflicted with skin sores or f1ngi, 
and appeared to be infested with para
sites. I was told by the crew of the 
"Kotik" that this is nearly always the 
case with the fish taken close to shore, but 
a few ship's lengths further out, much 
finer and better conditioned fish were to 
be found. 

300. With regard to the annual migra
tions of salmon to the islands, I colleded 
the following information:-

301. Mr. Grebnitzky, in his rep)rt to 
the Russian Government, states tha~ the 
salmon arrive in the vicinity of Beiring 
Island about the end of June, an•l are 
observed arriving until the end of A1:gust. 
The seals, he says, go out 60 miles tomeet 
them, and being fond of salmon, there have 
been times when they went up the Jivers 
for them. 

302. Mr. Lindguist, mate of steamer 
"Kotik," described the arrival of tle sal
mon as follows :-

1. The King salmon (a very large 
fish), the end of May and beginning of 
June, running about four weeks. 

2. The Hooked-mouth fish, the middle 
of June. 

3. The Humpbacked salmon, begin
ning 1st July. 

· 4. The Red salmon, come gracually 
and run until 1st .. August. 

5. The Silver salmon, last of J u]y and 
1st August. 

They all go up the rivers, with. the 
exception of the King salmon. 



Gavril Podprugin, Russian fisher
man, near Petropaulovski. 

Chief native at Sarannoie. 

Personal observations of R. N. Venning. 
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Silver salmon can be found in most 
creeks on the Kamtschatka coast up to 
December, and he has heard of stragglers 
until February. 

303. The King salmon appear about 
the 1st June. Some of then1 will reach 
40 lbs. vveight. 

304. The second run is composed of 
red humpbacked and hook-nosed salmon. 
Th~ red come slightly earlier, but gene
rally they are mixed. These appear about 
the 12th .Tune. 

305. The Silver salmon are the last to 
arrive coming about the 12th July, but 
are then scarce. By the 15th September 
they are more plentiful, and in best condi
tion. 

306. All classes of salmon are taken 
until about the 15th October, and then the 
stormy weather prevents fishing. On the 
laro·e Kamtschatkan rivers, salrnon are 
ca~ght until Christmas. 

307. The opinion expressed by Mr. 
Podprugin was that the fish died, and 
never went to sea again after spawning. 

308. He says: The Kin~ salmon 
spawn in July, the Red salmon about the 
first week in September, and the Sil\er 
salmon about 1st November. 

309. The Chief of the native fishjng 
village ofSarannoie~ Behring Island, "\vhich 
village is composed of a few huts situated 
at the mouth of a stream of that na1ne, 
flowing from a lake of considerable size, 
said: The hook-mouth and red sahnon, 
arrive in the month of May, and leave 
the lake in January. The silver salmon 
arrive in July and leave in November. 

310. With Dr. Slunin, I visited their 
fishery, which consisted of two rudely con
structed dams entirely across the stream, 
one about 50 or 60 feet above the other, 
-within a short distance of the mouth of 
the str.e3:m. These dams were loosely built, 
by drPnng large stakes slanting down 
stream, and backing them up -with large 
a~1d small boulders. Although not su:ffi
cwnt to dam the flow of the water, they 
~eemed to be quite effective in impound
Ing the fish, and im1nense quantities of red, 
hump-backed and silver salmon were con
gregated below the first dam, and bet\veen 
the two. The mode of captuTe then 
~dopted, was a gaff and dip net, "\vith the 
former of which . the natives dexterously 
secur~d some specnnens of each kind. 

1 he :ed salmon varied in colour ex
ternally f:om a deep red to a dull slaty 
colour With a reddish tino-e . the hio-hly 
Cl d . 01 b 
o oure ones predominating. The hump-

ba.cked s3:l.r:non, were of a dull slaty colour, 
With whibsh bellies and a small a-olden 
eyes. o 

f ll 3J1· The .silver salmon, were beauti
u Y ormed fish, of a bri()'ht silvery colour 

and represent a particul~r ly s t . l' ymme nca 
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specimen of the Atlantic salmon, though 
they are a thicker fish for their length, and 
much brighter in colour than the ordinary 
Atlantic salmon of from 8 to 12 lbs. weight. 

312. The red male salmon, had abnor
mally hooked noses, in this respect sur
passing the hump-backed salmon, in which 
this peculiarity was also particularly 
marked. The silver salmon, also showed a 
slight tendency that way, but not nearly 
so marked as in the other specimens. 

313. Dr. Slunin, in my presence, ex
amined the stomachs of six of these 
salmon: three females,-one red,one hump
backed and one silver salmon, three ruales; 
one of each kind. All of these flsh con
tained ova and milt, in a \vell developed 
and advanced stage. This was on the 
morning of the 28th August. \Vith the 
exception of one male, the stomachs of 
these fish contained no trace w hatl'ver o£ 
food, but all contained a few parasites. In 
the stomach of this one male, was found 
a small fish, about three inches in length. 

314. Up to that date, there had been 
taken at this village 22,000 salmon. The 
choice portions were selected for food and 
hung up to dry, but the bulk of these fish 
are dried and used during the ·winter as 
food for dogs. 

315. When returning from North 
Rookery to Nikolski, I passed a s1nall 
shallow pool, not greater in extent than 
30 x 15 feet, apparently the termination 
of a small blind cr·cek. 1 u this pool were 
hundreds of saln1on, principally red, some 
weTe dead, the others in a dying (;Ondi tion. 

316 Evidently these fish could get no 
ftuther, and their instinct to ascend, pre
venting them from returning, they died in 
shallow water, which in same places was 
scarcely sufficient to cover them. 

317. While at Petropaulovski, during 
the month of September, I observed some 
local fishermen catching salmon. Directly 
from the shore of the inner harbour, into 
which no river or fresh water of any kind 
flowed, with nets of but a few fathoms in 
length, they made good catches of the 
"silver" salmon, taking as many as 12 and 
15 at a haul aveTaging probably 12 or 
15 pounds in weight. Their method was 
to set the net-certainly not more than 30 
to 50 feet long- then standing on high 
ground, depend upon the clearness of the 
water, to see the fish coming within the 
scope of the net. They would then haul 
it quietly and caTefully on the beach, 
similar to a seine, with the above results. 

318. 'I'he crevv of the " Archer," on 
several occasions, seined for fish in the har
bour of Petropaulo\~ski, taking large quan
tities at each haul. The fish thus taken 
were principally small pollack, or a small 
fish of that family, very much resembling 
young pollack; a large number of very 
large smelt, some small herring, and a few 
very handsome trout, the spots being of a 
silvery hue on a slightly darker ground. 



Testimony of Pelagic sealers. 
See Appendices. 

323. (m.) The efficiency or otherwise 
of the protective zones provided for by 
the agreement betvveen Great Britain 
and Russia for the year 1893. 

Captain Domojiroff, Imperial Rus
sian cruiser "Zabiaka." 

Captain Chmeilevsky, Imperial Rus
sian cruiser "Yakout." 
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319. There were also large numbers 
of a small fish of the sculpin kind, which 
thev called toadfish. 

· 320. Gavril Podprugin, the fisherman 
previously quoted in connecti?n with ~he 
salmon, told me that the spnng hernng 
strike in about the 12th May, spawn an.d 
leave in about a month. The fall run Is 
composed of a smaller run of fish. They 
arrive about the 1st September, and stay 
until the ice makes, in November. 

321. When leaving Petropaulovski, on 
the 25th September, on our return to Yoko
hama, in Avatcha Bay, the "Archer" 
passed close alongside of myriads of gulls 
and immense numbers of hair-seals, evi
dently moving along with a school of fish. 

The pelagic sealers:-
322. Capt. ChaTles Leblanc, of the 

schooner •: Sadie Turpel " ; Capt. Wm. 
Shields, of the "Vera"; Capt Mel ville 
Cutler, of the "Agnes Macdonald"; Capt. 
W. H. Whitely, of the "Mermaid"; Capt. 
J. B. Brown, of the "Waiter P. Hall"; 
Capt. Alfred Bissett, of the "Annie E. 
Paint"; Capt. Wm .. O'LeaTy, of the 
" Geneva" ; Capt. Abel Douglas, of the 
" Arietas "; Capt. Wm. llyers, of the '' Car-
1otta E. Cox" ; and Thomas H. Brown, a 
hunter on the "Agnes Macdonald" all 
testify to the abundance of surface fish
squid, salmon and other fish-around 
the islands, the distances o-iven varying 
from 30 to 200 miles off sho~e . 

324. Could not say whether or not the 
arrangement had afforded protection to the 
seals.. ~her.e were very few vessels vvithin 
the hmit this year. Seals ·were taken far 
out beyond the protective zone and f 
course, the larger the zone the bet'te o' 0

-

t · D .. ff r. ap 
a1n omOJirO , saw very few seal f· 

20 t 30 .1 f . s 101n 
o ml es rom shore, but as he ap-

proached the shore the number f 1 greatly increased. 0 sea s 

325. Stated that very few . h . h' n se ooners 
were seen Wit In the protect1·-.~e th· 

L t ' zone . Is 
year. as yeai·, when no limit had been 
agreed to, the nnmber was very 1 D . J d. arge ur 
1ng une, an In the beginning of J 1 -
saw plenty seals about the 30-mile uly, ~e 
but since that date very few lmit, 
perhaps only 5 or 6 each day 30 wye seen, 
shore. The neaTer the shore he nu es from 
the more seals were to be fou a~proHched, 
lieves the 30 and 10-mile zonesn · e be
islands and coasts, respectively :~und the 
arrangement. It protects the' ea good 
they have reached the rookeries Hals after 
prefe1· a laTger limit, which wo. 1 e Would 
the interception of the seals on & ~ preyent 
tions to the islands, but at th en ffiigra-

e same time 



Sub Lieutenant Michailow Raslow
ler. Imperial Russian cruiser " Y akout." 

Lieutenant Girther, Imperial Rus
sian cruiser L' Yakout." 
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the 30-mile limit vvas good, for the breed
ing seals. He also said that the larger the 
limit was, the greater would be the diffi
culty besetting its proper patrol, involving 
the presence of many vessels and great 
expense. In his opinion, it would be better 
for the seals if pelagic sealing vvere entirely 
prohibited, but on the whole, the agree
ment was good, as it had had the effect of 
Yery 1nuch reducing the number of schoon
ers in the Yicinity of the Islands. 

326. ExpTcssed the opinion that the 30 
mile zone around the Island was not 
laTge enough ; because the schooneTs took 
seals outside of that limit. He ('Ould not 
say that these seals ·were females ; and he 
does not think that all the seals at ~wa are 
females. He sees most of the sealer they 
speak, because he is more conversant vvith 
the English language than the other offi
ceTs, and his opinions of pelagic sealing 
aTe all based upon what he sees and hears 
on board the schooneTs. 

327. If the Russian Government had 
the sa1ne authority within the 30 mile zone, 
that they have in their territorial limit 
then, he is of opinion, the 30 mile zone 
vvould prove ample protection to the seals, 
and the effect would be perfect, for the 
schooners then ·would neYer dare to ven
ture within the zone, if the weather was 
clear. 

328. Considered that if the Russian 
Government were vested with territorial 
jurisdiction within the 3il mile limit, a 
solution of the difficulty would result. 

Captain Wilmot H. Fawkes, 
H.M.S. "Mercury." 

of 329. Had been cTuising around Rob-

I 

Commander Burr, of H.M.S. "Por
poise." 

Mr. Grebnitzky, Governor of Ko
mandorsky Islands. 

Appendix No. 1. 

Alexander Selivanoff, Russian Offi
cial at North Rookery. 

Appendix No. 3. 

ben Island,Okhotsk Sea, in connection with 
the agreement with the Russian Govern
ment. 

330. Captain Fa·wkes had seen Yery 
few seals in the vicinity of that Island. 
Those he did see weTe well ·within the 30 
mile radius, being within a few 1niles of the 
shore. He states that during his stay in 
the vicinity of Rob ben Island, he had seen 
neither sealing vessels, nor Russian gun
boats. 

331. Savv very few seals while cTuising 
around the Komandorsky Islands, near the 
protective limit, but the nearer shore he 
approached the greater nu1nber of seals 
were to be observed. 

332. Did not consideT the 30 mile limit 
large enough, because, as he reports to the 
MinisteT of Domains, the sealing schooners 
keep in the track of the seals from 40 to 
90 miles off the south end of Copper 
Island, and prevent them fTom going 
further out or coming in. . 

333. States that the 30 mile zone around 
the Islands is a sufficient protection to the 
bTceding seals, after they have got to the 
rookeries, but early in the year, during 



Alexey Badaeff, Seal "driver," Beh
ring Island. 

Appendix No. -t 

Waldemar Paetz, Ag_·ent for Russian 
Seal-skin Company, Behring Island. 

Appendix No. 2. 

Emile Kluge, Agent for Russian 
Seal-skin Company, Copper Island. 

Capt. D. A. Grunberg, of Russian 
Seal-skin Company's schooner "Leon." 

Appendix No. 5. 
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their migration to the islan~s, the prese~ce 
of the sealing schooners Interferes With 
thei_r passage thereto. 

334. Is of opinion that the limit is not 
sufficient, because the holluschickie go 
more than 30 miles from land, though not 
necessarily for food, as they could get that 
inside. 

335. Is of opinion that the agreement 
providing a 30-mile zone aroun~ the 
Islands, has afforded ample protectiOn to 
the breeding females especially, ·which do 
not go far from shore, while nursing their 
young. He also expresses the opinion that 
none of the seals go beyond the 30-rnile 
zone, if indeed that far. 

336. Is of opinion that the protective 
zone has had but little effect. He bases this 
opinion entirely upon observation made 
when sealers are seized, and the fact that 
they catch seals 60 1niles from land. 

337. Believes that the arrangement has 
afforded a moral protection to the seals. 
He neitheT heard of, nor saw, any pelaO'ic 
sealers in the vicinity of Robben Isla~d 
within the prohibitiye area, while he wa~ 
there; but they generally get there about 
the latter part of August and during the 
month of September. 

POINTS INCIDENTALLY OF INTEREST IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
SEALING INDUSTRY. 

. 338. As my !nstructi_ons directed th.at I should neglect ~o opportunity of obtain
Ing trustworthy InformatiOn on any subJect, I have under this headinrr collated some 
observations, touching the sealing industry geneTally. These matte~ have more 
less bearing upon the subject, although not immediately specified. or 

They are: 
1. Distribution of seals at sea. 
2. Numbers. conditions and kinds of seals on the American coast. 
3. Contents of the stomachs of seals. 
4. Seals that have come from the rookeTies can be determined. 
5. Pups w-ill s·wim by instinct. 
6. Sexes can be distinguished at sea. 
7. Copulation in the water. 

339. To a certain extent the subdivisions "distribution of seals t , 
"number, conditions and kinds of seals on the American a sea, and 
dissociated. coast," can scarcely be 

340. It is a remarkable fact, that at tim0s when the seals should . 
their known habits, be congregated upon either or both of the breedin' ac~ording to 
the A1nerican and Asiatic sides of the North Pacific Ocean, they are £g glO~nds, on 
numbers, at such great distances therefrom, and distributed over such v o~nd In large 
this, accordin!5 to the testimony, at the time the authorities have stat:~ .areas. And 
ding period, during which they remain upon the islands instead of mi<r Ist. the shed-

ora Ing to sea 
341. To the evidence collected on this point I must add rny ow . · 

during my passage from San Francisco to Y okohama. f Jn the aft n expenence, 
2~th July, the sh~p's. position at noon being latit~de 47° 56' N.longitu;:~oo~ o~ the 
I sa-vv one seal within 200 or 300 yards of the ship. The third officer f 5 ~ 07 W., 
informed me that during the rnorning watch, on the 29th, 30th, and 

0

31 the stea1ner 
2nd August (between which latter dates we crossed the 180° meridia st July and 
large bodies of fur seals ahead of the ship. The vessel's positions atn), he had seen 
dates respectively were: Latitude 48° 06' N.; longitude 165° 21' W .. 1 ~?ton on these 

' a I ude 48o 06' 
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N., long·itude 172° Oti' W.; latitude 47° 49' N.; longitude 177° 20' W., and latitude 
47° 11' N., longitude 176° 46 1 E. 

342. The distances run were 291, 271, 211 and 242 knots respectively. He made 
the remark, that he did not see why the sealers wanted to go into Behring Sea, when 
they could get all the seals they desired outside. 

343. The evidence is practically unanimous, that a large increase in the number of 
male seals is noticeable during the past two years on the American coast. This is 
attributed to the cessation of killing operations on the Pribylov Islands, under the 
modus vivendi, and it is said that the female herd has not been 1net as former! y along 
this coast; the opinion being ventured that the increasing males ha,~e, by won·ying 
the pregnant females, driven them to off shore routes. 

344 It 1nay be added that while in Victoria I was informed by MT. Waiter 
Borns, a dealer in furs, that a class of seal skins are obtained from the Indians, which 
are taken in the channels along the coast infinitely superior to the ordinary skin. He 
said that he could immediately detect the difference and value The fur is finer and 
choicer in every respect. Ho was entirely at a loss to account for the fact, and in the 
absence of a better reason, he was inclined to the belief that perhaps the nature and 
quality of the food found in these channels might afford some explanation. 

DISTRIBUTION OF SEALS A'l' SEA. 

Chas. Le blanc, master of the sealing 
schooner " Sadie Turpel. '' 

Appendix No. 6. 

\V. H. V\rhitely, master of the seal
ing schooner ~~ Mermaid." 

Appendix No. 10. 

.T. B. Bro,vn, n1aster of the sealing 
schooner " W alter P. Hall." 

Appendix No. 11. 

William Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner "Sapphire." 

Appendix No. 12. 
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345. Reports that on his way from 
](omandorsky Islands to Victoria, during 
the 1nonth of September, he got two male 
seals about 200 miles south of the Aleutian 
Islands. 

346. About the 25th .Tune noticed hun
dreds of seals entering the first pass into 
Okhotsk sea. The schooner "Bt>atriee,'' of 
Vancouver, and the "Rattler," of San Fran
cisco, went into the sea, but could not find 
the seals. 

34 7. This year in the open ocean, on the 
8th day of March, he caught one female 
seal, with pup. His position was latitude 
35° 00' N., longitude 170° 00' E., about 3,000 
1niles from the .T a pan coast and 1,200 miles 
south of the Komandorsky Islands. The 
second mate of the steamer " City of 
Pekin" told hiin that on the winter route 
of that vessel, in the vicinity of the above 
position, they encountered large numbers 
of seals. 

348. Ou the 20th Septmnber, in lati
tude 51° 10' N., longitude 175° 5'3'E., due 
south of Attou Island 100 miles, took one 
female seal. 

349. Capt. Larrabee, of a sailing ship 
(cannot recall name), told him that on a 
voyage from Hakodate to New York, on 
14th September, 1892, in latitude 43° 30' 
N., longitude 162° 30' E., he passed a large 
number of seals 720 miles off shore. The 
year before, 1891, about 70 or 80 miles 
northward of the above positions, between 
the 12th and 15th August, he sailed 
through large bodies of seals. 

350. Annually, for the last four years, 
vessels have reported that during July 
and August, large bodies of seals have been 
seen 600 miles south of Copper Island. 
Capt. Townsend, of the barque "George," 
and Capt. Fulln1ore, of the sailing ship 
"Fingal," as V\rell as Capt. Howard Mc
Kenzie, of the " E'rnscliffe," reported this, 
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passed through a large body of seals off 
the southern California coast, about 950 
miles of[ He ··was bound from North 
Sydney, C.B., to Victoria, B.O. 

Wm. D. Byers master of the 
schooner "Carlotta G. Cox." 

sealing 362. On the 2Dth August, in latitude 
50° 31' N., longitude 177° 35' E., got one 
male seal about 150 miles south of .A.m
chitka Island, Aleutian Chain. He believes 
that yeaTling 1nales remain in the ocean, 
and do not visit the islands, because they 
aTe found ~outh of the Aleutian and 
Komandorsky lslands. 

Appendix No. 18. 

Nul\!BERS, CoNDITION AND KINDS oF SEALS oN A :M:ERICAN CoAS'l'. 

W entworth E. Baker master of 
sealing schooner "Oscar & Hattie.:' 

Appendix No. 8. 

the 363. Went to Komandm·sky Islands oia 
the American coast. Between Cape Flattey 
and Kodiak took 1,162 seals, from 20 to 100 
miles off shore, between 12th March and 
5th .June. The catch was almost entirely 
composed of males. He does not belie\re 
he got 300 female seals. He missed the 
herd of females. Of the females taken, 
very few were in pup, the rest being 
virgin cows, mix:ed with males. IIe also 
got a few barren covvs, off Fairweather 
grounds. 

W. H. Whitely master of the sealing 364. Saw plenty of seals off Cape 
schooner "Mermaid." Flattery on the 29th .January. 

Appendix No. 10. 

Wm. Cox master of the sealing schoo- 365. Believes that the cessation of the 
ner " Sapphire." killing operations by the lest:lees on the 

Appendix No. 12. Pribylov Islands, under the rnodus oil,endi 
has greatly increased the number of bach
elors, and that these bachelors have, bv 
worrying the females v.'"ith pup, driy·en 
them to some off-shore route. In no other 
way can he account for the absence of 
females on the coast this year, 90 per cent 
of his catch there being males, and the 
percentage of males has been getting large 
since 1891. 

366. Uaptain Tanner also expressed 
this opinion to him. 

367. During the month of May, he 
saw on the Fainveather Grounds-extend
ing frmn Cape Fairweather to Middleton 
Island-about 60 miles off shore, three 
females ·with pups swimmjng alongside, 
the pups being apparently about two or 
three weeks old. 

368. He believes there are 1nany seals 
which neyer go on the breeding islands, 
because they can be seen off the ·west end 
of Vancouver Island all the year round. 

369. The seals seem to be getting more 
plentiful on the American coast each year. 
There vvere more this year than V\r hen he 
first began sealing. 

370. The last year he -vvas in Behring 
Sea (1891), the seals were more plentiful 
than he ever heard of them being. 

Geo. Heater master of the sealing a71. This year on the Canadian and 
schooner "Ainoko." .American coasts, he saw more seals than 

Appendix No. 13. any year since he began sealing, and he 



believes if he had not gone to the waters 
around Komandorsky Island he would 
have secured a larger number of skins. 

372. Fully two-thirds of his total catch 
were males. The females appear to be 
changing their route and kePping further 
off shore. 

373. Last year (1892) he also noticed 
more males than usual on the American 
side of the line of den1arcation. 

Alfred Bissett master of 
schooner " Annie E. Paint." 

the sealino· 37 4. Off Cape Foul weather, bearing 
0 

east about 25 miles, took about 100 seals 
during February. Arrived off Sitka 4th 
April; took about 30 or 1!0 seals on the 
way up. Dtuing April and May, sealed 
off Cross Sound and Mount St. Elias, taking 
about GOO seals Arrived at Sand Point 
16th .June, where he refitted and sailed for 
the Russian side. His vV hole catch of 7 40 
seals along the coast wa' almost entirely 
of males, including 30 old bulls. 'l'he 
female herd passed them on the outside. 
So far as he has heard, the other sealers 
have had the same experience along the 
coast. 

Appendix No. 14. 

.John McLeod master of the 
schooner " Pioneer." 

Appendix No. 21. 

R. N. Crowell master of the 
schooner ~' Brenda 1892." 

Appendix No. 17. 

sealing 375. Took this year 1,050 seal-skins, 
between Queen Charlotte Island and the 
Fairweather Grounds. One hundred and 
tvve.nty (120) miles off Cape Fairweather, 
du!1ng latter end of April this year, 
latitude 57° 58' N., longitude 13!1° 46' \V., 
he took 10 or 1 2 very large bulls. He 
saw more bulls and males on the Fair-

h "'1 ' vveat er Grounds this year than he ever 
saw before. The females were much 
scarcer ~han usual. He believes they 
w~re dnve;n off their usual routE's, by 
be1ng worned by the increasino- numher 
of young males. Ninety per ce~t of his 
catch wm·e males. Off Ao·attu Island at 
the extreme end of the Aleutian Ch;in 
betw~en 13th and 29th .July, he saw seal~ 
75 miles south-west. 

sealing 376 Says that off Cape St El.. d 
b t th t 0 

. 1as, an 
e ween a ape and Middlet I 1· d 
b t 30 .1 fi' on s an 

a ou ml es 0 :-;hore young a' 
l ' cows au 

young m a e seals are found every 
late as the en~ of August. year as 

3 7 7. He Is of opinion that s h 
th b omew ere 

on e coast, etween Quee Oh 1 · 
Island and U nimak Pass the n ar otte 

1 k ' re must be 
sea roo ery, because of th f a 
female seals are taken there s eh act t~at 
pup, that it would be impossfbleefvy With 
to reach any known rookery 'th or them 
ping their pups on the way Wl out drop-

378. This year on the B ·r 
bian and Alaskan coasts n lsfh Oolum-
K d. k t . 1 , as ar u o Ia , go In a l 241 seals Th P as 
not over 12 females in p~ ere were 
being young females and m pi the others 
one big brt>eding bull off 0 es. SHe got 
about 60 miles off shore. ape t. Elias, 
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CONTENTS OF THE STOMACHS OF SEALS. 

Ohs. Leblanc, master of the sealing 
schooner '' Sadie Turpel." 

Appendix No. 6. 

Wm. Sheilds, master of the sealing 
schooner " V t'ra." 

Appendix No. 7. 

W entV\rorth E. Baker, master of the 
sealing schooner "0. ·car & Hattie." 

Appendix No. 8. 

Melville Cutler, master of the seal
ing schooner "Agnes Macdonald." 

Appendix No. 9. 

W. H. \Vhitel \'", master of the seal
ing schooner " Mei·maid." 

Appendix No. 10. 

J. B. Brown, 1naster of the sealing 
schooner "Walter P. Hall." 

Appendix No. 11. 

W 1n. Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner '' Sapphire." 

Appendix No. 12. 

379. Found that the stomachs of the 
seals killed both along the Japan coast, 
and in the Yicinity of Kon1andorsky 
Islands, contained considerable squid and 
small fish .. 

380. Of the early catch along the Japan 
coast, both males and fen1ales, the stomachs 
were comparatively empty, but later on 
they contained <'Onsidt!rable fish food. 
The stomachs of the seals taken in the 
vicinity ofKomandorsky Is1and~,contained 
Yery little food, 

381. The seals taken north of I\:oman
dorsky Islands, appeared to feed more upon 
salmon a.ud s1nall fish than upon squid. 

382. Off Copper Island this year, 
between 25th July and 5th Septmnber, 
examined the stomachs of several seals, 
both male and fmnale, to observe vY hat 
they fed upon. He found in the stomaehs 
of both, the Temains of squid and small fish 
resembling smelt or ea pPlin. In previous 
years he observed the same thing on the 
.American side. 

383. From the middle to the end of 
August, in the vicinity of Kornandorsky 
Islands, n1ale and female seals are to be met 
in very poor and lean condition, having the 
appearance of being staryed. When opened 
the stomachs are entirely empty, although 
squid and salmon are abundant. Others 
aTe fat and full of food. 

384. The seals taken along the Japan 
coast were rather lank, the stomachs show
ing very little traces of food, but vvhat there 
·was was principally small fish and squid. 
Very few of the seals taken off the Kom
andorsky Islands were fat ; most of thPm 
being poor and thin. 

385. This year the seals he took on the 
Russian side, wen~ nearly all full of squid; 
but on the American side, the stomachs of 
those opened were empty, except a few 
pebbles in one and sealing shot in another. 

Alfred Bissett, master of the sealing 386. Says that the stomachs of the 
schooner "Annie E. Paint." ~'eals around Komaudorsky and Priby lo\'" 

.Appendix No. 14. !~lands contain about the same kind of 
food, principally squid. 

A bel Douglas, 1naster of the sealing 387. Says that in the stomachs of both 
schooner "Arietas." m3le and female seals, he has frequently 

Appendix No. 19. found a variety of food-squid, small fish 
similar to herring, and salmon. 

SEALS THAT HAVE COME FROM THE ROOKERIES CAN BE DETERMINED. 

Wm. Sheilds, master of the sealing 
schooner "Vera." 

Appendix No. 7. 

14 

388. Can tell from the discolouration 
of the bellies, and the condition of the 
flippers, whether seals have been for any 
length of time on land. 



Otto Bucholz, master of the sealing 
schooner '' Casco." 

Appendix No. 20. 

:Niel-dlle Cutler, masteT of the seal
inO' schooner "Agnes 1\'Iacdonald." 

'=' Appendix No. 9. 

W. H. Whitley, master of the seal
ing schooner "Mern1aid." 

Appendix No. 10. 

Wm. Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner " Sapphhe." 

Appendix No 12. 

George Heater, masteT of the seal
ing schooner" Ainoko." 

Appendix No. 13. 

Wm. O'Leary, master of the sealing 
~cbooner " Geneya." 

Appendix No. 15. 

Wm. D. Byers, master of the sealing 
schooner "Carlotta G. Cox." 

Appendix No. 18. 
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389. Seals that have been on the 
Islands are discoloured in the bellies, and 
contact with the Tocks and beaches renders 
their flippers rough and worn. 

390. Can determine if seals have been 
on the rookeries or hauling grounds. Their 
llippers are worn and their bellies dis
coloured. Got young males off Copper 
Island this year, which had no appearance 
of having been on the island. 

391. The flippers of seals which have 
come from the islands are worn, and the 
seals can thus be distinguished. 

392. Has once in awhile noticed by the 
worn fli ppeTs, that certain seals had been 
on land, but he would nut consider this a 
certain proof that they had or had not been 
on the rookeries. 

393. Can easily tell whether seals haYe 
come from the breeding or hauling grounds. 
The long hair on the bellies is worn and 
discoloured, and the flippers are worn and 
ragged. 

394. If seals have been on the hauling 
grounds or rookeries, their bellies are dis
coloured and their flippers worn. 

395. Can. tell from the appearance of a 
seal whether It has come from the rookeries 
or hauling grounds. The bellies are dis· 
coloured. 

PUPS WILL SWIM BY INSTINCT. 

Wm. Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner " Sapphire." 

Appendix No. 12. 

George HeateT, master of the seal
ing schooner "Ainoko." 

Appendix No. 13. 

John McLeod, master of the sealing 
sch.ooneT " Pioneer." 

Appendix No. 21. 

396 · H~s seen pups cut from the 
mothers, swim long distances when put in 
the water, and they can be kept alive on 
the schooner for weeks. 

397· .Has seen pups cut from the 
mothers follovv the schooner for an hour. 

398' An unborn pup taken fron1 the 
Inother will live. 

SEXES CAN BE DISTINGUISHED AT SEA. 

Charles Leblanc, master of the seal- 399. Says he cant 11 ~ 
ing schooner "Sadie Turpel." male seal in the t e a 1 emale from a 

Appendix No. 6. in the head and n=k. er, they being finer 

Otto Bucholz, master of the sealing 
schooneT " Casco." 

Appendix No. 20. 

Ge01·ge Heater, master of the seal
ing schooner ".Ainoko." 

Appendix No. 13. 

400. The sexes van b d' . 
the water. The head of a; Ishn_guished in 
throat lighter in colour emale Is finer, the 
throat more delicate . 'a and the neck and 
ter meetinO' a male and graceful. A hun-
will kill the female fr~st female together, 
:more apt to remain with '.tas the male is 

I . 

401. Says he can d' t' . 
from a m~le in the wa~~:ng~Ish a cow 
the head Is finer and th quite readily· 
graceful. e neck is mor~ 
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Wm. D. Byers, master of the seal
ing schooner "Uarlotta G. Cox." 

Appendix No. 18. 
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402. Can distiug·uish cows fr01n males 
in the water. They are not so heavy iu the 
head, and their throats are thinner and 
lighter in colour. They aTe also more alert 
and more difficult of approach, even if 
asleep. 

COPULATION IN THE WATER. 

Wm. Cox, master of the sealing 
schooner " Sapphire." 

Appendix No. 12. 

Geo. Heater, master of the ~:;ealing 
schooner '· Ainoko." 

Appendix No. 13. 

Wm. O'Leary, master of the sealing 
schooner " Geneva." 

Appendix No. 15. 

John McLeod, master of the sealing 
schooner " Pioneer." 

Appendix No. 21. 

Commander R. \V. Scott Rogers, of 
H.M.S. "Archer." 

403. States that he has seen se,~eral in
stances of copulation at sea, and that there 
eau be no doubt that it occurs. 

404. Has never f:;een fur seals copulate 
in the water, but he has obscrYed hair seals 
do so. 

405. Has seen seals mating In the 
vvater in Behring Sea. 

406. Says his attention was called this 
season to seals copulating at sea. He has 
no doubt as to the fact. 

407. Informed me that while cruising 
in the vicinity of Komandorsky Islands he 
sav.'" on two occasions, 28th August and 1st 
September, seals evidently in the act of 
copulation. He carefully observed them, 
and could account for their actions in no 
other manner 

FISHING BANKS. 

R. N. Crowell, master of the sealing 
schooner " Brenda," 1892. 

Appendix No. 17. 

408. Reports that on the 18th day of 
September, 1~92, when on his way to Vic
toria from the R us si an side, his position at 
noon being 49° 45' north latitude and 144° 
30' ·west longitude, he got on a bank at 5 
o'clock in the morning. He ran off it be
tween 7 and 8 o'clock in the evening. His 
position at noon, bTought him about in the 
middle of the bank, east and west. His 
vessel was making 10 miles per hour, and 
he is of opinion that, running east and 
west, this bank must be quite as large as 
the grand bank of Newfoundland. It was 
getting late in the season, and he was on a 
good course, therefore, he did not stop to 
try the bank When his observation was 
taken at noon, Middleton Island bore N.! 
E. true, distant 600 miles. 

REVIEW OF E\i'IDENCE AND CONCLUSIONS. 

409. Under heading 2, sections (a) and (,.) natuTally come together for consi-
deration. The points involved are: 

1. Whether female seals go far from the islands when suckling the iT young. 
2. How long pups are necessarily suckled before weaning·. 
3. The earliest date at which mothers may resort to sea after giving birth to 

their young. 
4. Whether they go for food or for what purpose. 
5. Whether they are killed by the pelagic sealers. 
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410. 1. Notwithstanding the fact that Mr. Grebni~zky, in his report to the R~ssian 
Government, states that migrations of 200 or. 300 :r~nles for pu;poses ?,f ~xercise or 
seekino· food, are 111ere promenades for seals ot all k1n~s except Bulls. his an~wers 
to all ~y questions tending to this point, were u~eq~Ivocally that at that particular 
period, female seals do not go far from the breeding _Islands. 

4 t 1. \Vith the exception of Mr. Emile Kluge, the Company's age ut at. Copper 
Island all witnesses aO'reed that the nursing females do not go to any considerable 
distan~e to sea. Some0 stating that they suckled their young three or four times a 
day, during the early stages, and that they would have to return to them every 

few hours. 

412. Mr. Kluge expressed the opinion that they go fiO or 60 miles off shore, and he 
thinks the " bachelors" probably go as far to sea as the females, but he remaTlced 
"who can answer"? His statement, which cannot be supported by any observation 
of his own at sea, must, therefore, be regarded as purely conjectural. 

413. It would not, however, appear that any question existed on this point, at least 
in the minds of the Russian authorities, for in their report on the seizures of 1892, the 
Russian Commission: * stated it to be a fact that " during the period of suckling in 
" .T uly and August, the females cannot go to any distance from the shore;" and 
Mr. Chichkine, in his letter to Her Majesty's Am.bassador 29th May (lOth June) 
1893, stated that the skins taken by the seized vessels were those of females, " who 
" must therefore have been killed close to the shon;;" also that the skins on board 
the schooner " ATi~l " had .Probably be.en taken from nursing females," and belonged 
" to seals caught In Russian Tern tonal waters." (Correspondence, Russia. No. 3 
J893, pa~·e 5). 

4.14. Th~ conclusi.on that female seals do not go far from the islands \vhilst 
suckhng theu young, 1s therefore the only one justifiable. 

. 415. 2. On this point the ~tatements are confl.iding, and arc referred to at lenO'th 
In the re:rn~rks below. The. ev1dence, however, points to the conclusion that fem~'Ies 
suckle theu young about ~1x weeks. 

-!16. 3. On this po.in.t it was impos.sible to procur~ any information, nor would 
any one ve~tuTe an oplniO~l on the subJect; although, In Iny opinion it ouO'ht not be 
any lllOTC difficult to estabhsh, than any of the other l)Oints upon n7hi.'"'h' do . · " , rea y answers 
were giYen. 

417. 4. The c·onclusions to be drawn from the evidence upo th' · t . 
that the seals while nursing, leave the rookeries for food to avoid t~ hi~ f01~ a~~· 
sun is strong, and to aYoid the rain during wet weath~r. In no~! 0~.a t}~r m: e 
however, do they wander far from the 1·ookeries. In the two latt . ese uas~s 
object is attained im1nediately they enter the water, and in the £ . er n~st~n<:cs, theu 
can obtain abundance of food in the immediate vicinitv of the ~Ile~ ~ns I~lce, they 
seals are not compelled to n1ake long excursions fo"r food Is ~_n s. ence, t~e 
presence at the islands is necessaTy. ' at Imes when theu 

418. 5. The only 8Yidence that the nursing females are kill db . 
is that adv~tnccd by t~e Russian authoriti.t's, and the conjectur:l st·~ pelagw s?alers, 
of the officials on the 1slanrl., who arc not In a position to know a ements of some 
opinions upon an examination of skins, in most cases salted fou 'dand who base their 
which have been seized in the vjcinity of the Komandon;k ~pon the schooners 
endcavouT to show that these vessels had been nearer Russifn slan.ds .. In their 
than -vvas admitted by the 1nasteTs thereof, the Russian authori ~erntonal ·waters, 
stated, that the presence of skins taken frmn sucklino- females ties h~ve recently 
because they could not have been taken except clos~ in shoreproT~~ t?eir proximity, 
admission that the 30-mile zone is an effective pTotectiou to· th ts Is, ~herefore, an 
the only class of seals the killing of which could be objected to eh reed1ng females, 
off l{omandoTsky Islands. · ' w en the sealers are 

4HL On the other hand, the testimony of the pelaO'ic sealers . 
dices to this report, reveals that the pm·centage of fem~les taken' :Vhich forms appen
not nearly so large as was represented, being little over half of the ~~tttat locality, was 
few exceptions, the females taken were drying up, thus showino- th c 'an~ that with 
been weaned and able to provide for themselves. It is also inte15 t~t then pups had res 1ng to _____ note here, 

* Corresp()ndence, Russia No. ~ (1893) page 12. 
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th~ statement of Capt. Grunberg, of the Company's schooner "Leon," who said that 
the females killed at sea were not females suckling their young. This might occur 
he said within a mile or two from the shore, while in that condition, because at that 
time the mothers never go any farther to sea. 

420. In the light of the evidence obtained, it cannot be said that suckling fe
males are to any extent killed by the pelagic sealers. 

REMARKS. 

421 In connection with the foregoing conclusions, the following re1narks may 
not be out of place. 

422. It is variously stated that females arnve at the Komandorsky Islands 
according to English dates as follows :-

Latter part of May. 
May, June and .T uly. 
1st .Tune. 
15th June, bulls choose females. 
Middle of June. 
Middle of July (all females on rookeries). 
27th July (all females on rookeries). 

423. The 1nonth of May is the first date given, and the middle and 27th July, the 
last, at which latter dates, it is stated, all the females aTe on the TookeTies, allowing 
for the late straggling arrivals. From this evidence, it may fairly be said that the 
majority of the breeding females are on the rookeries by the 15th June. It is 
generally admitted that they pup almost immediately on arrival. 

424. The evidence as to the period during which they suckle is

Mr. Grebnitzky, li to 2 months, say 8 weeks. 
Mr. Selh-anoff, 3 or 4 weeks. 
lYir. Paetz, 3 or 4 weeks. 
Mr. Lindguist, lf month, say 6 weeks. 
Mr. Badaeff, all the time they are on the rookeries. 

425. Putting aside for ~he moment the latteT statement, that they suckle from 
.Tune to N oYem ber, the weight of the evidence is in fa your of from 3 to 6 weeks, 
and might fairly be accepted; but taking Mr. Grebnitzky's outside limit eight weeks, 
it ¥.rould establish that on the lOth August, the main body of the breeding females 
would have weaned their pups, \Yhile many of them must have done so long before 
that date. If, howe\'"er, as is justified by the evidence, the outside limit of the 
average period given-six weeks-be taken, then it is submitted, that by the 27th 
July, the vast majority of the females have ceased suckling their young, and this 
entirely irrespective of the large number which must have pupped prior to the 15th 
June. 

426. Add to this the fact, that the appended statements by the pelagic sealers, 
sho·w that while one of the vessels reached the vicinity of the Komandorsky Islands 
on the 3rd, the majority took their fi.J·st seals there between the 21st and 25th July, 
and it certainly \vould not appear that the damage done to seal life, through the 
killing at sea of nursing mothers, can be as great as has been represented, even if 
it could be shown that these females did go such distances from the shore, whilst 
suckling their young. 

427. Reverting to the statement of Alexey Badaeff, that the seals suckle their 
young from the time they arrive until they leave the islands, it may be said that he 
was misled by the presence of some fmnales in milk, or suckling females, late in the 
fall. Although Mr. Grebnitzky told me that mothers would nurse their young 
from It to 2 months, in another connection he stated, that young seals were found 
with milk in theiT stomachs as late as November. He said he could not account for 
this because he did not know how long the seals suckled their young. 

428. On the 29th August, five females \Vere killed and examined in my presence. 
Four of these showed signs of milk, although drying up. DT. Slunin stated he had 
observed that, in 18!:12, as late as the 14th October, similaT conditions as to milk 
existed in females he had examined. 

15 
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429. It V\rould thus appear that female~ arc found sho·wing traces of milk, almost 
up to the time of their departure from the Islands. 

430. This is no indication, however, that a female nere~:;sa:ily suckles her yo~ng 
for any lengthy period, and is quite easily accounted for In the accompanying 
evidence. 

4i31. The In others begin arriving in May, and stragglers continue ~o arriYe until 
the end of July. Here then is a period of tv:o ~onths betvveen the earliest and latest 
arrivals, and consequently births. The maJonty pup betv.:een these date~, but there 
are some which pup earlier, and ull:doubtedly some ~whiCh pup a~ this late date. 
Assuming the period of suckling is six ~reek~, and talnng the date grvenda~ the last 
arrival of breeding females-27th July-nursing :r:nothers Ca:J?- be accounte 10r u~ to 
the 7th September, after which date tra~es of milk must still be observable, dunng 
the process of drying up. 

432. How lon~r after a female has weaned her pup she will sho~T traces of 
Inilk, is an interest!ug question which might be enquired into in the future. 

433. During my stay on the island·, in the latteT paTt of August, it was very appa
rent and required no technical knowledge to observe, that while the mass of the pups 
were quite large and taking care of themselves, there were a number of young ones, 
of different sizes and ages, which still required the fostering rare of the mothers, 
which must necessarily be in milk. 

434. These instances, however, are exceptional, and apparently altoo·ether abnor-
mal, so far as the general habits of the animals are concerned. b 

435. In vieV\r of the otherwise well regulated natlual conditions of seal life it 
a~pears singular that these exceptions sho?-ld obta~n, and it would be interesting to 
discover ~ow f~r they are due to the possible mating of the holluschickie with the 
females, mther In the water or on the land . 

. 436. Another point which sugge.sts.itself here is that these admittedly late 
ar~·Ivals, both of ~emales an~ holl uschiCkie, are not unlikel v to be seals erroneously 
said to be retuTning to the Islands, after excursions therefTom for food or for other 
purposes. 

(b.) THE MORTAIJITY OF PUPS ON 'filE I8LANDS. 

437. The e'Tidence as to the extent of Inortality amonO' pups t b d d t ll 1 · · £ . ;:::, , canno e reO'ar e 
~s a lad co:c ~SIV~ ~o\~n act can any

1 
reha_n~e be placed upon it. The lack of 

. n?w e ... k~eblispbaye y f olsle tphennane~t y residi~g upon the islands, on this point 
Is 1emai a e, ecause o a e questions affectmO' sPal l'f th · · h ' 
easiest to solve, involving as it does the Inere countin5

0 , of c I e, Is IS per aps the ;:::, arcasses. 
438. It is simply C'Stablished that there are some dead _ . 

some of those consulted, expressed the opinion that there !~~s on the Islands, a~d 
1892 than in 1891 and 1893. 'l'hese stateinents, however are so ~·dgreater nu~ber In 
that no V\reight could attach thereto. ' e"\ I ently COUJectural, 

439. }.fr. Grebnitzky, the Ru~:;sian Ad1ninistrator, acknow ledO' . 
be said about the relative number of dead pups on the rook . bed that httle could 
do not go there. He had not noticed many dead pups d er~es, ecause the officials 
and he attempted no comparison between 1892 and 1g93un¥l t1e past two years, 
record of dead pups was kept. The same reason renders tl., t et a so stated that no 
officials valueless. le s a ements of the other 

440. Mr. Kluge, the Company's agent on Copper Island ~ 
that there were fewer dead pups this year than last becau '\hntured the statement 
?o~n. He is singul~r in this statement, however, as the prep~~d ere Were fewer pups 
Is In favour of an Increased number of pups. crance of the evidence 

441. Without exception, the death of pups was attributed t 
natural causes ; they are:-- 0 vvhat may be termed 

. Born ~ickly, still-born, cru~hed. by the bulls, smothered 
animals, killed by the surf dunng storms, drowned whil 1 . by the breedinO' 
dered from mothers. No epidemic V\ras known ; no natural earn:ng to swim, wan~ 

enemies Were bl d ame . 
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442. It is -vvorthy of notice, and may be accepted as very significant, that in no 
one instance was the mortality attributed, either dirPctly or indirectly, to pelagic 
sealers. 

443. In this connection, attention is directed to a statement by Thomas H. 
Brown (see appendix No. 16), a seal hunter, to the effect thal in 1888, while engaged 
as one of the boat steerers on board the sealing schooner "Maggie Mac," he got 
quite near the shore of Copper Island. He noticed about 100 dead pups floating on 
the water, from a few hundred yards to half a mile off shore. His boat was fired 
upon from the shore and pierced by several bullets. He could express no opinion 
"rhateYer as to the cause of the death of the:se pups. That year, he says, there were 
not more than two or three vessels Healing in the vicinity of the islands. 

444. Apart entirely from any destructive agencies which might be particularized, 
there must, where so many thousands of animals are born, be a large nurnber of 
deaths for -vvhieh no explanation need be sought, as ·would be the case whe1·e <.lny 
large body of mam1nals congregate to reproduce their species. 

44fi. My own observations in this regard, described in detail else·where, lead me 
to the conclusion that the percentage of dead pups upon the rookeries, is much larger 
than those residing upon the islands seem to have any appreciation of. They admit 
that no measures have been taken to establish the facts of the case, either during the 
time the seals are on the islands, or after they have left. 

446. In vie\v of all the facts, I must record my opinion that not only "rould it 
be possible, but comparatively easy, after the herd had 1nigrated .from the islands, 
for those in charge of the rookeries to make a most thorough examination of every 
inch of the ground which had be8n coveTed by the seals. This would enable them 
to count each dead pup, and state the number with absolute correctness. During 
this process the carcasses could be removed, and the following years, by a repetition 
of the work, the number of seals which had actually died each and every year, could 
be established with the. utmost exactness. 

(d.} AS TO THE EXISTENCE OF "BANKS" OR SEAJ1ING GROUNDR AROUND THE ISI1ANDS. 

447. With regard to division (d) as to the existence of "banks" or sealing 
grounds around the islands, the incidental question of the presence of fish in the 
\ricinity of the islands may be considered in conjunction with IT. E. Mr. Chichkine's 
letter of 12th (24th) FebTuary, 1893, in which he explains that the 30-mile zone was 
asked, " with a view to protect the banks, known by sealers as sealing grounds." 

448. It is submitted that the existence of such "banks" has been disproven, 
neither Russian men-of-war nor sealers ever having been able to find them, although 
systematically sounding therefor. There is the single exception of a bank north of 
Behring Island, reported by Captain R. N. Orowell, of the sealing· schooner 
"Brenda" in an entirely different direction from the so-called '' seaJing grounds" 
hitherto resorted to by the sealers, the position of its centre being latitude 58° N, 
longitude 170° E., and therefore about 200 miles off, instead of 30. 

449. All the evidence that could be collected, and my personal observations show. 
that enormous quantities of fish food of various kinds, can be found at all times be
tween the migration of seals to the islands and the date they leave in the fall, not 
only close in shore, but at great distances therefrom. 

450. If it might be held that the language used by H. E. Mr. Chichkine did not 
necessarily apply to actual fishing " banks," where soundings could be obtained, 
but in a general sense to localities, where fish food of different kinds can be found, 
it does not appeaT that the reference is any more to the point. If the presence of 
fish, 30 miles from shore, is alone sufficient reason for the prohibition of pelagic seal
ing within that zone, it would appear difficult to decide how far beyond that dis
tance, their proven presence as far as 150 miles and 200 miles off, would justify an 
extension of the zone, especially when seals are taken at greater distances from the 
shore. Indeed, it may be said, that between 60 and 80 miles off, fish are quite as 
abundant as at 30 miles, as also are they from that point shorewards. Admitting 
the principle as sound, the zone could just as con8istently be fixed at 200 as at 30 
miles. 

451. It may also he noted that this zone was asked primarily for the protection 
of the suckling females, as against the pelagic sealers killing them at the time they 
are performing those functions. Apart entirely from the fact that the preponderance 
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of the evidence collected, tends to show that the great body ~f suckling females do 
not \Vander far from the rookeries, at the time their presence IS absolutel.y 1:eces~ary 
for the nourishment of the pups, it it:i a most interesting fact, that the maaonty of the 
sealers took their first seals in that vicinity, between the 21st and 25th J ulr, and they 
all bear witness that the fen1ales they took were drying up, as regards m1lk. 

(e.) WHETHER, IF FEMALES DROPPED '!'HEIR YOUNG AT SEA OR LOST THEl\f ON THE 

ISLANDS, THEY \VOUI~D RESORT TO 'rHE ISLANDS. 

45:Z. The views expressed on the subjec~ under. t~is hca~ing, must ?f necessity 
possess but little value, as no one could be In a l?ositiOn .to. give conclusive ans'Yers . 

..J53. The opinion of }.:h. Grebnitzky, that while remau:nng on shore, under eit?er 
of these conditions. the females would not copulate, and his statement to the Russian 
GovPrnment, that they would be liable to illness and some would die, before reaching 
the rookeries, do not appear to be based upon any actual observations, which could 
lead to such conclusions, any more than does his statement that such females could 
readily be distinguished by the roughness of their fur. 

454. The geneTal opinion is that they would resort to the rookeries under these 
circumstances, and the reasons given are as follows. 

Cows have been seen there which had no pups to look after; 
Their natural instinct would lead them to seek service of the bull~-.; ; 
Pre1nature births may occur as with other animals, but they still have 

other functions to perform. 

455. Pelagic sealPrs state that they took seals in milk vvhich must have pnpped 
else·whcre than on the known rookeries, or lost their pups at sea. 

(f) THE MIGRATION ROUTES OF SEALS IN ASIATIC \VATERS. 

456. The detailt:>d evidence shows that the commandino· officers of both Her 
Majesty's ships, and tho;:-;e of the Rus?i~n Navy, cruising in the ~icinity of the Koman· 
dorsky ~slan(.ls, could express no opunon from personal observations, on the subjeet 
o~ the 1n1g:·ahon routes of the seals. The Russian Commanders depended for their 
Yiews, entirely upon ~hat they h~d obsen~ed from the logs of the seized sealing 
vessel

1
st, adnd cotlllver.sa

1
hodns hadd .w1thh th~ .1~asters thereof. NoT vvere other parties, 

cons.u e on 1e IS an s a~ In t e Ylcinity thereof, any better informed on this 
parbculaT phase of the questiOn, apart from deductions drawn fr01n what th h d 
heard. ey a 

457. The trend of opinion vvas that the seals come and O'O .J' 11 · 1 th 
rr ·1 I 1 d d h I 1 d f o , 10 ovvino· a onO' e 
1.\..Ul'l e s an s, ai~ . t e s an s o Y esso and Nipon, but of their wint . ho b't· to h 
could form no opunon. er a I a, t ey 

458. On the other hand, the letter of Mr. Welsh to M. M 1 · 
last April, stated that large catches of seals had been a dl. ~ owa~sky, wntten 
pelagic sealers, about 150 1niles east and 250 1niles north ~f ~he 1:1\~ b~I~g nlade by 
The preponderance of the evidence obtained from the elaO'ic OUl 0 Y okohama. 
pffect that while they followed the seals up the J a )an Pc 0 t sealers was to the 
Ni pon and Y esso, thPy lost the herd off the island 0\ Sik ~as ' along the Islands of 
:r;>oint of the Kurile Islands. Some V\rere taken howev~r a~. a~tthe southernm~st 
fuTther to the north wtud. a ten Island, still 

4.5B. W. H. Whitely, n1aster of the schooner "Merma·d" . 
June) hundreds of sea~s entering the first pass into Okh ~ ·l~ Sotwed (about 25th 
"Beatrice" of Vancouver and "Rattler" of San Franciso s £ 11ea. The schooners 
the sea ·without results. eo, 0 owed the seals into 

4GO. Captain O'Leary of the schooner "Geneva" and . 
schooner "Carlotta G. Cox" ~ere of the opinion that the seals Ca:ptain Byers of the 
were first met by the sealers, In the months of March and A .1Wintered where they pn. 

461. An examination of the positions where the pelao·ic 1 
yv hich a:e gi:en in det?'il in the appendices to this rep~rt sN er~ caught their seals, 
Interest In this connection, as the data must establish the r' t os. t2 to 34, will be of 
Japan coast, from the month of March until they Teach theo~l~~d:~e seals along the 

.462. 'l'he statements reveal that, by the sealers fTom whom th· . 
obtained, the fiTst seal taken on the Japan coast was Js Information was 
·" Beatrice" of Vancouver, on the 21st March in latitude s~~~r~ , by the schooner 
142° 34" east, a distance of about 75 miles off the Japan coast. 1 north, longitude 
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The first catches made by the other vesselt:i on this coast were as follows :-

,,Mermaid" ........................................................... March 25 
'' Casco ''................... .. . . . ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. '' 27 
" Carlotta G. Cox"................................................... " 28 
" V era "...................... . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . ... . . . . . . . .. " 29 
" Ge11e\a " .............................................. ............ April 1 
" Agnes Macdonald "..................... .. . . . . . ... . . . ..... . . . . . . .. '' 2 
" Arietas ".... .... .. ..... .... .. .... . . . . .. . . . . ... . . . . . .. . . . . .. . ..... . . . . '' 7 
"W. P. Hall':........................................................ " 7 
" Sadie Turpel "....... ... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . .. . . . . . .. . .... . . .. . " 19 

463. The greatest area covered by the vessels, in their first catch, was between 
latitude 33° 15' N., longitude 140° 3' E., and latitude 39° 22' N., longitude 145° E. 
Approximately this embraces a water area extending from 100 rniles to the south
ward of Yokohama Harbour, to within 100 miles of the northern point of Nipon 
Island. 

The dates upon which the last seals were taken on the Japan coast were : 

" Mermaid '' ........................................................... . 
'· Oasco '' ................................................................. . 
'' Ag·11es Macdonald " ............................................... . 
'' A rietas '' . ............................................................. . 
"W. P. Hall" ......................................................... . 
"Oarlotta G. Cox " .................................................. .. 
"Sadie Turpel" . ..................................................... . 
" Geneva" ............................................................. . 
"V era" ................................................................. . 
" Beat rice " ........................... . ................................. . 

June 19 
,, 21 
,, 23 

" 24 
" 29 
" 30 

July 4 ,, 

" 
" 

7 
14 
18 

464. These Yessels covered an area comprised bet-ween latitude 43° 59' N., and 
longitude 148° 14' E , and latitude 44° 58' N. and longitude 1.55° 5S' E., extending 
from Tsugar Strait, to about 300 miles of the east point of Staten Island, one of the 
southm·nmost of the Kuriles. 

465. It is therefore established, that by this portion of the pelagic sealing fleet, 
the seals were met about 7 5 miles off the Japan coast as early as the month of March, 
and vvere followed along the Islands of Nipon and Yesso continuously, until between 
the 19th June and middle of July. This accounts for theiT movements for the space 
of nearly five months, and as they do not lea\"e the islands until N oYember, a. further 
period of four months n1ay be added. 

466. Therefore, there remains only three months of the year during which their 
location and movements are in doubt. 

467. As so1ne portion of this time must necessarily be taken up in migrations 
from the islands, it is fair to assume that these migrations do not differ materially 
from thot:ie to the islands, and if but half the ti1ne taken to perforrn the spring jour
ney, is expended for the fall one, there can be no alternative but to conclude that the 
·winter habitat of the l(omandorsky Island herd of seals, is along ihe Japan coast, 
where they were met by the sealers this spring, or very close to that position. 

468. If it be contended that they wintered at great distances out to sea, it must 
be remembered that they have but three months in which to make the journey from 
the i ·lands to theiT o~jective point, fulfill their functions there, and from that point 
to return to the coast of .T a pan. 

469. When it is considered that between four and five 1nonths are occupied by 
them to cover the distance between Yokohama and the Seal Islands, this hypothesis 
loses weight. 

(g.) THE AVERAGE DATES OF LANDING AND DEPARTURE OF SEALS, AND WHETHER 

FEl\1ALES LAND UNTIL THEY RETURN TO GIVE BIRTH TO THEIR FIRST PUP. 

470. The remarks under the headings (a) and (c) deal \vith the first question 
involved in this connection, although an examination ofthe detailed evidence, as to 
the dates of the arriyal and departure of seals would be of interest 

471. Touching the point as to whether females land on the islands, from the time 
they leave as pups until they Tehun to give birth to their first pup, it will be observed 
that the evidence of the Tesidents of the islands is unanirnous. They all state that 
young females are found in the '· dTiYes" mixed V\rith the bachelors. 

16 
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472. Particular attention is directed to the statement of .Alexal?-der Seliv-an?ff 
th t · 1892 he made a " drive" calculatin()' to take about. 2,t>00 skins, but he dis· 

a In J ' 

0 1 · d th the bachelors * covered that there ·were over 1,000 young fema es m1xe WI · 

(h.) EFFECT UPON ASIATIC AND AMERICAN ISLANDS OF OPERATIONS ON EITHER, AND THEIR 

RELATIVE CONDITIONS. 

473. The eviden<'e tow·hing the effect upon the Komand?r~ky ~nd Prib.y~ov 
Islands, of practices upon either, or upon Rob ben Reef, an? then ~·elahve condition 
in years of scarcity or abundance of seals, may be summanzed as follows:-

47 4. The opinions of the parties consulted were unanin:ous that no operations 
on either group, could in the slightest degree have any beaTing upon the other. 

475. If any effect were possible it could only be from practice~ on Robben Reef, 
as although the seals frequenting the Ukhotsk Sea do not go as far north as Kom
andorsky Islands, yet they are practically of the same herd. 

476. They '''ere also quite pronounced in the view that t~e .herds of seals resort
ino· to the AmeTican and Russian Islands, are separate and distinct, and they go so 
fa;' as to say that they have observed a difference in the appearance of the skins, when 
tht>y have had the opportunity of examining the catch of seized pelagic sealers. 

477. Attention i~ diTected to the state1nent of Alexander Selivanoff that in 18!12, 
at North Rookery, he noticed three bulls so different in appearance from those 
usually resorting thereto, as to cause discussion among the natives; one of whom, 
who had formerly been at St. Paul Island (Pribylov), stated them to be the same as 
he had seen there. That year he also observed two holluschickie, quite different in 
appearance from the Komandorsky Island herd. 

(i.) LENGTH OF TIME A FEMALE SEAL WILL BEAR YOUNG AND A MALE RENDER ROOKERY SERVICE • 

. 478. No evidence ~f value. was obtainable regarding the length of time du1·ing 
wh1ch a female seal w1ll continue to beaT young, or hovl lonO' a 1nale may render 
efficient service on the rookeries. 0 

479. Few people ·would venture to express an opinion on the subject and those 
who did, did so on mere assumption. ' 

480. Mr. Grebnitzky thought females would aYeragc 10 births and "bulls" 
would serve the females 15 years. ' 

h
. 4h81. Dr.t~lunin, dafter .ebxad~ininh~ the reproductive organs of five female seals 

w Ic opera Ions are escn e 1n t Is r~port, stated that the appearance of whit~ 
spots on the uterus of two of them, led h1m to suppose that they h d b bl · 
b . th t c d- t t" l h a pro a y given n o 11ve an en pups respec lYe y, t ese figures representin()' th b . f 
spots observable. b e num e1 o 

482. If th. is theoTy be correct, there is easy and simple m ·a d .!' h 
t bl . h t f th b f . eans prov1 e 10r t e cs a Is men o e num er o pups to whiCh a female vvill · T b" th d 

quently the nu1nber of years she vvill repToduce her species. gn e Ir ' an conse· 

(j.) THE EXISTENCE AND HABITS OF BARREN FEMALES AND EFFETE MALES. 

483. Regarding the existence and habits of barren fern 1 
it may be said that while the evidence is somewhat contradi~t e~ a~d e~ete males, 
existence of both. 01 Y It POints to the 

484. J\:lr. Grebnitzky says the barren fe1nales are old . 1 . 
on the rookeries for service by the bulls but lay outside nea steha sbvvhhich do not go 

. . r e ac elors. 
485. Attention Is also called to his state1nent that 200 0 . 30 

arrived at the islands, \:vith the females, and then left witho
1 

t 0 ol.d bulls this year 
u serving them 

48o. Mr. Paetz stated that every year a few old bulls n 1 · 
service, are to be seen. ' 0 onger able for rookery 

487. The evidence of the pelagic sealers establishes that 
of barren females were taken along the Japan coast mixed w?thonsiderable number 
that this class of seals ·was taken off the Kmnandorl:l'ky Island~. the male seals. Also 

488. The logical conclusion is, that no reasonable doubt . 
females .foTming a very appr~ciable featl~Te in the seal herd. Th:n .e~Ist as to barren 
of seals Is much less destructive to seal hfe than is the killino- f killing of this class 
- b o young male * Appendix Xo. 3. S. 
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(k.) 001'\DITION OF ROOKERIES COMPARED WITH PREVIOUS YEARS. 

489. Respecting the condition of the rookeries as to nn1nbers, compared vvifh 
previous years, I may say that so far as my O\Vn personal observations were concerned, 
I had no n1ethod of comparison, never having seen the rookeries before. My first 
impres~ion, however, was that adding the seals which were disporting in the vvater 
to those which vvere on the land, it would be difficult to provide roon1 for 1nany more 
without an expansion of the rookeries shorewards. Ea<·h time I saw thern they 
appeared to me to be so densely occupied that it looked as if there would scarcely be 
room for the enormous numbers playing along the water fringes. 

490. Mr. Grebnitzky, Commandt>r Rurr and Mr. Kluge, an• the only ones who 
said that there were fe\ver seals on the rookeries than in previous years. 

401. Commander Burr expressed the opinion that thPre ·were fe·wer seals on the 
rookeries this year than there -vv<>re two years ago, and that the seal:-; were smaller. 
Mr. Grebnitzky, howeYer, reports to the Russian Govern1nent that the skins taken 
were large, and Mr. Malowansky, of the con1pany's Yc·ssel "Kotik," assurl'Cl n1e that 
the skins \vere fine large ones, those on Copper Island ayeraging larger than those 
on Behring Island. 

492. Mr. Kluge could not ~my to ·what extent they had decreased, but hP belieYed 
there \Vere fewer seals on the rookeries than in 1892 . 

.t03. ltir. Grebnitzky stated that there \Vas a decreasn of three-tenths as e01upared 
\vith last year, and three-fifths compared with the year befon;. He then proceeded 
to state that there Vi·ere n1ore pups and more females on Behring Island than last 
year, and there were 1nore bulls on Copper Island than last year: and that on that 
island there was an increase in the nu1nber of yearlings, though a decrease in the 
number of that class on Behring Island \Vas noticeable. lt is not clear ho\v Mr. 
Grebnitzky reaches his condusion as to the decreases of three-tenths and three-fifths. 
BesidPs, according to his O\Vn showing, if there was any decrease it oecurred in the 
class of holluschickit~, whereas all Russian authorities appear to agree in the statement 
that 90 per cent of the catch of the pelagic sealers ir:; of fe1nalcs. 

494. The beginning of the alleged decrease in the number of the seals is fixed as 
following the year 1888, and is assoeiated V'i'"ith pelagic sealing. 

495. This ·was the third year from the ti1ne of the expiry of the lPase of the 
Alaska Conunercial Company, and the lessees took 45,000 skins. 

In 1890 they took 55,727. 
In 1889 do 50,493. 
In 1888 do 45,000 

496. Although said to be failing since 1888, it will be observed that during 1889 
and 1890 the lessees of the islands killed, each year, a number of seals largely in 
excess of that taken on any year during their twenty years' fTanchise. 

The three years prior to this the catches ·were:-
1885 ................................................. 41,737 
1886 .................................................. 44,500 
1887 ................................................. 46,754 

497. The figures are suggestive that towards the end of their lease, the Company 
taxed the rookeries to their ntlnost extent, and no other result than a failing supply 
could bP looked for, entiTely irrespective of the operations of the pelagic sealers, who, 
until quite recently, did not resort to those waters in any numbers. 

498. Passing to the eyidence on the other hand, it Virill be observed Alexander 
Selivanoff, Alexey Badaeff and Mr. Paetz, the resident agent at Behring Island, all of 
·whom are Vir ell acquainted with the rookeries, testify to an increased number of seals 
upon the rookeries. It is stated most positiYely that there were more seals on the 
rookeries in 1892 than in 1891, and more in 18~3 than in 1~92. The increase is said 
to be general, embracing all classes of seals, and their testimony is unanimous, that 
the rookeries are in better condition than for the past three years. I rnay add, that 
when standing overlooking the rookeries \Nith Dr. Slunin, who had also been there 
last year, I asked him hoVir they compared in point ofnumbers of seals. I-Ie unhesi
tatingly answered that the numbers had increased. 

499. In the light of all the evidence, I feel justified in concluding that, generally 
speaking, there is nothing to shoVir a decrease in the number of seals on the Kom
andorsky Islands, in 1893, as compared with previous years. On the contrary, the 
testimony favours the statement that there has been an appreciable increase in the 
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Th . · ble to expect in view of the fact 
number durino· the past tv.ro years. Hi IS reasona h ' b b t 30 000 

o th t ke of the lessees as een a ou , that durino· the past three years e average a . 
1 

~ · th . · th. ' 
· 

0 f 50 000 taken by the former essees 1n e previous ree as against an averao·e o oyer , 
years. 

500 A d t . of •)O 000 in the nurnber annually killed, aff~rdR at least a par-
. re uc wn .. ' l' . t d l h f th 

tialrest to the rookeries. If it be held that ~he. tak~ ·w~s u~n e on Y. ebcause 0 de 
absence ofholluschickie, then any abnormal diminutiOn In this classmwst e accounte 
for otherwise than by pelagic sealing. 

501. '.l"he evidence regarding Robben Island is '"'ery meagre, :.tnd is to the effect 
that then' has boon a decrease in the nun1ber of seals there for some years past. As 
to its condition this yeaT, however, the fact remains .that the Co~pa~y took there
from 1,53:2 sealskins, wheTeas, in1892, it was not considered suffictentl~ profitable to 
kill any therr. In 1891, 540 only were taken, and in 1890 the outgOing Company 
took 1 453 nTobably a maximum number. , ' .... 

502. Thus the pTesent yeaT's take v."'as larger than that of 1890, although no seals 
had been taken then~ by the Company between 1885 and that yea:-.* 

(m.) THE EFFICIENCY OR INEFFICIENCY OF THE PROTECTlVE ZONE. 

503. With re<Yard to the efficiency or inefficiency of the protective zone around 
the islands, it m~y be said that the information obtained, laTgely points to its 
effectivene:ss in affording a ~·eneTal protection to the breeding seals, after they have 
reached the islands. 

504. It is fair to assume from the detailed evidence set out, undeT the different 
headings that, duTing the period a fe1nale is necessarily suckling her young, that is 
to say bl~fore she has begun to wean her pup, she does not go to any great distances 
from the shore, oT Te·main a\vay for any length of time. Later on it appears they 
do so, and this is in accm·d with the state1nents of the pelagi'' spa_ers, that the large 
majority of the seals showing milk were drying up. S01ne scalE v.·ith a free flow 
of milk vYeTc taken, but thP number is stated to be small and so1ne of thein were 
taken along ihe Japan coast and elsewheTe, under circumstances which point to the 
conclusion that they had dTopped their pups at sea, OT on the shoTes ·where no reo·ular 
Tookeries exist. According to the statements of the sealers, this class did notbfonn 
any considerable portion of their catch. Such seals v.rere exceptional, and taken 
comparatiYely early. 

505. One fact which I obse;rYed, and w.hich is uniYersally 1dmitted by those 
consultPd, who had the opportunity of observing the seals at sea, was that the nearer 
the shore \Yas approacht>~ the more seal~ were to he seen. In the cruising tracks of 
the yess~ls on the 30-mile belt, ver.y 1ev.r seals were to be seen at all: \V hile on 
approach1n~ the. s;hore, the numbers. In?Teased with the diminishin()' distance there
from: Wlule this appears to be an Indisl~utable fact, there is the f~rther fact to be 
cons1dere~, t~1at to ~1stancrs as far out as 60, 80, and lOO miles, they are taken by the 
sealeTs pnncipally 111 August and September, althouo·h accordino· to Mr G. b ·t k ~ 
1 t · A t d d · S t b th 1 ;::, b ... · 1 e ill s Y' a e 1n u.gus- a~ unnO' ep rm eT, e seas made no migration to sea that beincr 
the sheddn1g pcnod. ' ;::, 

h
50?.

1 
Itddo~s not sffi·ee~n tthat thedfact thaths~ahls aTe intercepted, jn their IniO'Tations 

tot e Is an s, Is a su f'Icn groun upon w Ic to base a cl·1im to a t t'o 
If · h fi · · f . 1 " t b . ' " PTO ec 1ve zone. It were t e x1ng o sue 1 zone 1nus e purely arbitrary as h · t . 
may be said to begin on the .T a pan coast. ' sue In erceptiou 

507. It will be noticed, that some of the Russian officers ex ress d h . . 
that if the Russian Governn1ent had the same authoTity withi~ th e • t e .opiniOn 
as they had within their territorial limit, such a zone \Vould afford e 

1
oO-m1le Z?ne, 

arnp e protection. 
508. It would c~~rtai~ly se~m tha~ ~he arrangement between H . . . , 

Government and that of Russw, providing a 30-mile proteetiv"' " 81 M"\]esty s 
Russi~n Sea~ Islands ~uTing the yea~ 1893, has bPen successful~ i~one aro~nd the 
breeding an1mals, particularly at the time they necessarily nurse ~h . protecting the 

L en young. 
TABULATED ::;TATE:.\fENT OF OPERATIONS A~D POSITIONS OF PEr 

. J.\GIC SEALER~. 
509. For_ convenience of ready ref~rence, I ha:·e prepared the follo . . 

of the operatwns of such of the pelag1c sealers from \Y horn I p Wing tabulation 
further positions from day to day, where seals were taken on tl~ocJ·l·ed data. The 
in the vicinity of Komandorsky Islands, will be found in the apr e d~pan coast, and 
22 to 34, inclusive. ,t~en lees numbered 

.,. Rept B. S. Currnnisbion, p. 214. 



reiagiC ~eaTers, 1n- l~tto. 

-- - --:; , - r- I ---

First Seal I p . t" 1

1 

Last Seal 
No. I ::\faster. Vessel. I on , whe~!\~~en. .. on Position 

where taken. 
Ra.nge I First Seal 

in waters 
around Pot'ition 

·-

Last Seal I 
in waters 

around 
Komandor

sky Jr-;l'ds. 

Position 
where t:~ken . 

Range of PositionA 
around 

Komandorsky Islands . • T a. pan coaRt. ,.J ap11.n coa.st. 
of positions on 
• T a pan coast. Koman- where taken. 

clor~ky 
I~:>lands. 

--·--------·----------·------... --t--------·------·--------·---- ·------~·-·--1-----,-------l·--

Lat. N. Long. E. Lat. N. Long. E. Lat. N. Long. K .La.t. N. Long. B. Lat. N. Long. E. Lat. l\. Long. E. 

1 !Charles Le blanc.·" Sn.die Turpel " ..... April Hl ...... . 

21William Sheilds. '' V era" ............ ::\larch 2H. . ... . 

3 \Ventworth E. 
Haker . . . . . . . . " Oscar and Hat tie ". . .............. . 

4 lOtto Bucholz ... "CaRco" ........... IB et w e en 27th 
:.Yiarch and 18th 
April, along the 
coast, picked up 
a few seals on the 
road to Aki~:>hi .. 

Began sealing, 
w i t h success, 

3°9 :i2 
34 46 

33 15 

24th April. .... I 40 31 

5 llVIelville Cutler .. I" Agnes :.YicDonald "\April 2 ....... I 38 52 

G lW. H. Whitely .1" Mermaid" ........ llVIarch 25 ..... . 36 10 

71John B. Brown.!" \V. P. Hall" ...... ,April 

8 \V m. Cox ....... "Sapphire" ....... . 

7 ...... 0 36 38 

9lG.reorge Heater. ·j" Ainoko " ......... . 

10 Alfred Bissett. . . " Annie E. Paint" .. 

11 I Wm. O'Leary ... 1" Geneva" .......... \April 1 ....... I 38 15 

12 IAugnstG.Bjerrej"Beatrice" (Van-

13 IThos. H. Browne 
couver) .......... llVIarch 21 ....... J 37 11 

l·h 12 I.July 
I 0 I I 

4 .... 
1 

44 5s 149 25 ~9° & 45' 141° & 14~l''I,July 21 ... I 5°3 4o 
140 03 do H ... . ,20 miles off Sta-

ten Island .... :34° 46' & 44° 53' HO~ & 148° 18'1 do 23 ... I 53 37 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .. ..•. ... . .. . . . . ... . .. . . . .. . .... ,do 3 ... I 53 oo 

n 1 I luG 40 Sept. 

1G7 !!0 !Aug. 

1GB 00 1 bept . 

1 .. 1 5.'1 {o 1 ti~ 24 153° & 56° 37' 164° & 168° 30' 

f.i .... I 52 57 168 09 152' 57' & W' 37' lo/0 20' & 168° 0!)' 

1. ... !Bet. GO &SOm. offiX. a.nd S. ofisl'ds. from GO to SOm. 

142 50 I..... . . . I ................ 140 to 45 n1iles off ............ , . . . . . ... , ................ , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... . 

143 42 I.June 21. ... I 43 25 146 28 139° & 43° 142° & 146°1 do 23 ... 153 36 167 01 IAng. 21. . . . 53 5!1 168 28 53~ & 55° 163 to 169° 

142 42 I do 23 .... I 43 04 146 30 138 to 43, 142 to 147, 180 to 250 
( 45 milet: off.) 

145 00 do 

144 07 do 

143 12 I,T uly 

142 34 do 

miles off Nipon and Y e~:>so. . do 25. . . 53 10 1 G7 54 Sept. 5. . . . 52 40 168 00 52' to ;)..J.' 1()6° to 168 

19 .... !Foggy no posit'nl38° to 42° 

29 .... I 42 53 145 18 136° to 43° 

l-13° to 146°1 do 23 ... I 53 50 lli6 00 do 4 . ... ,5:3 O(i lG:l 10 53' to 34° 03' 166° to 169° 10' 

144· to 147"/ do 23 ... I 53 15 1t38 41 I do JG .... 53 31 1()8 44,52. v 28' & 53> 3!)' l\l7., 15 & 1/0° 1;)' 

Hi7 ~4 .52 ~ 4~' & 53' 28' 16:,o 08' & 168° 55' 
HO to 100 miles south. 

do 14 ... I 52 42 1G5 08 IAug. 23 53 1~ 

do 12 ... I 53 43 1()6 00 I.J uly 16 .... ' 53 43 

......... ·······J········ .................... , do 12 ... I ............. . .. ISept. 5. 0 0 .I. 0 ... 0 0 0 0 

155 58138° 15' to 43° 143° 12' 155° 58' do 23 ... I 53 17 

148 14 37° 11' to 43° i5!l' H2" & H6° do 22 ... I 53 36 

7 .... I 43 00 

18 .... I 43 59 

167 27 I Aug. 27. . . 53 29 

168 15 I do 11 . . I 53 18 

165 44 I(Stized 22nd July, 1883.) 

0 0,54° & 51° 50' 164° 45' & 170' 
After lOth August ranged between 

HO and 170 miles oif Hhore. 

166 01 153° & 54° 

167 53,53" to 54' 

165° & 167° 

16R, to 16fl0 22° 

(hunter) ...... j" Agnes Macdonald "]April 2 ....... . ............ ,.June 23 ... . do 25 .. . . .... . Sept. 5 .... 

14 I.J ohn 1fcLeod . .. I" Pioneer " .... . .... , Sealed this year 
on the Ameri-
can coast, but 
last year took 
the '' Ariel " off 
Copper Island .. , ..... ......... . ' ............ ' ................ ' . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... I .......... l~~:r :~t~;~~~l 

island during I 
,July. Gotnonel 
with young ; do 
not remember as 
to milk. In July 
took 3 or 4 big 
bulls positively 
over 70 mile!> 

15 1R. N. Crowell ... I" Brenda " ......... . 
from C o p p e rl I I 

• , • • • • •••• , •••• 1 •••••••••••• 1 ••••••••••••••• 1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• 1 ••••••••• 1 .~
8•1~tu~. · : : : : : : : : . : . : : : : : : : : :I : : : : · · : : : : · : : · : · 

1892. 
To Kornandorsky 

Islands. 

16 I Capt. Byers ..... I" C. G. Cox" ....... I March 28 ....... I 39 22 

17 lAbel Douglas ... \" Arietas " ..... . .... jApril 7 ...... 0 37 35 

145 00 \.June 30 .... I 43 -

144 33 do 24 .... I 44 07 

146 30 398 to 43° 142° to 146° 30'1 do 
I 

147 30 37° 28' to 44° 07'143°00' H/0 30'1 do 

15.0.153 45 

13 ... 53 20 

I 

166 43 !Aug. 26 ... i 53 17 168 37 !53" & 54" 

168 oo jsevt. 5 ... ·I 52 41 16n 26 153" to 54° 

158° & 1G9° 

] 66° 51', 169° 26' 

--------------------

~ 
Cl 
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Kinds of Seal:; 
No. taken on the 

Japa.n Coa:-;t. 

Condition 
of such seak 
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Kinds of Seals 
taken 

around Koman
dor:>ky Islands. 

Condition 
of same. 

Migration 
routes. 

As to feeding 
banks. 

-----·~--------------

1 First few catches Heaviest in pup Two-thirds females! Very few had a full :-:lho'>Yll by forego- Knows of no banks 
mostlyallyoung first week in and one-third flow of milk. ingpositions. On southwardofKo-
males, after that June. La t t e r

1 

male:-;. I After 8th August 20dl August rani mandorsky Is-
pretty well half of .Tune be- went north of is- as far as 170 mile.<; lands; but plenty 
mixed. Ou the tween Ye . .;so and lands. Females N.N.E. of Beh- snrfacefi~h as far 
whole half male Sikotan Island:-; taken there were ring Island. Saw out as 200 wiles. 
and half female. got bet"·een 20 drying up. To- quiteanumlwrof 
Hot 12 or 15 bar- and 30 females in wards end of Au- big cows. Uot six. 
reu cows. Bulk milk, 30 to 40 gust had com- stoma,chl> con-
ofcatchfullsized miles off. Stom- pletely dried up. t1tined fish food' 
seals; very few ach;; of seal:-; oul Stomachs con- and squicl. 
grey pups. ,fa pan coast con- tained conHidera-

taiued squid and b le squid an cl 
small fish. 1 small fish. 

2 During :\Iarch and The female,; in pup.l:\lixed malefi and About half of the Shown by foregoing Knows of nu hank,; 
A p ~· i l mixed. <.-~uite a number females, perhap:-; females ha cl a positions. Lost nor of anyone 
Durmg ::\-Iay, a , of barren cows. more £em ales pretty free flow the herrl. off the who does. Had 
hunch all males , Heaviest in pupl tlJan male:;. of milk. The notthern part of tried 200 fath-
ancl then a hunch ti r s t week in other half iu dif- , 'taten Island. OJWl of line but 
all females- .June. But took ferent stages of got no soundings. 
some barren a few in pup up drying up. 'l'hel Plenty of squid 
cowH. to end of June. ~;tomachs of the. 30 miles off, cut 

.Majority taken Heals contained up app:trently by 
during the last very little show ~;eals. 
weekin.lune,ancl of food. 
first 12 d<ty>'~ in 
July, were young 
males with svmei 
harrl'n cow:-. A 
few cows in full 
milk. Stomachs 
of early catch 
eo m par atively 
empty; latt"r on 
containedconsid-~ 
erable fish food. 

I 
3 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . tlouth of island~, South of the io-, ..... 

mostly s m •t ll lands, the few 
Heak ' I cows taken had a! 

. . . . . . Knows of no ban kf:i 
where ~oundings 
can he obtained. 
Tried for sound
ing::; three yearr;, 
with 200 and 120 
fathoms. di~col
onred watPr ac
counts for rP~>ort
ed haukH. ~ orth 
of the iHlands the 
water:; were alive 
with salmon. 

Seals taken to north considerable 
of theislandswere show of milk. 
mixed males and This wat:o early in 
female;;, a h out' J nly. 1 

onR-third males. 'X orth of the island 
the females were 
drying up. Later' 
on . in A u g u s t 
there was scarce
ly any sign ofl 
milk. One day, 
went 110 miles to 
the north. Here 
females showed 
least ·ign of milk, 
and appeared to 
be staying off the 
islands. 

41.Majori ty males-_ Felltalt;H i n pup Fully one-ha 1 f Poor -~n.cl ~;tatT~d :Met seal,; in April Know~ of no ba~1kR 
never saw so heaviest towardol male:-;. condttwn. [) 1 cl an cl :\I ay off as far as 100 mtles 
many male,.- the end of June. I not observe close- J. ~ipon, between from is 1 an cl s, 
Femaies in pup Off Y c>sso Island ly_ as to stage· of 20 and 70 miles although had 
were t a, ken several bar re 11 m1lk. off. Lost the herd sounded for bot-
all along. females. in June off tliko- tom fish with 120 

tan. fathoms of line. 

5 1 Young male seal:;, 
cows in pup and 
a few barren 
cows. 

18 

Two- t h i r d s fe- Females had some First met se a l s Knows of no banks 
males, the re-, show of milk, but about 200 miles southward of the 
mainder young in no instance a north of Yoko- island~wlwreany 
bulls. full flow, drying hama from 180 to soundings can be 

up with very lit- 200milesoff shore had, lmt lots of 
tle show towards fir s t week i n !:lurface fi:-;h are 
the end. Stom- Allril, got them found 50 or HO 
achsofbothmales all along Nipon miles to the 
and females con- and Yesso, and southward. \Vas 
tained squid and lost the m off among fish all the 
small fish like north part of time . Lot~ of 
smelt or capelin. YE.' ss o, end of salmon. 

June. 



I Kind' of I 

No. Seals taken on thej 
• r a pan Coast. 

Condition 
of 

1:mch ::;palfi . 
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Kinds of 
Seals taken around 

Komandorsky 
Islands. 

Condition 
of 

~n<:h seals. 

I 

~I igration. As to 
:Feeding bank~. 

-------,---_____________ , ___ _ 

6 Eadie~t catche~ Tn l\hy a good Mixed. Some da.yH .Fen~ale::; i.n fuller 'Fir;;.t, met seals 200 KnowH of no hanks 
between 25th many cowH were all cowH, other unlkdurmgJ uly. rmle:-~ off C~pe to the southward 
~larch and 12th heavy with pup. days all males. Beginning to dry1 Inahoyf' 60 nu le~ of Commander 
~\. p r i l princi- On 1 !lth .rune On the whole a up in first part of north of Yoko- Islands. Tried 
p a, ll y young two or thrPe fe- small percentage August, towards ham a and fol- for fish 30 miles 
males with some ma.les in full milk more of females. end of August low e cl tlwm to off, hut could find 
cow:,; in pup. about 50 mile!:> off had dried up. fiikotan Island no bottom with 
Later on in May land. Foggy. No Last year when no (Kuriles). There 100 fathoms. 
a good many po~ition. On the extra 1 i m it lost them latter There is a small 
cows, and in same day got the around Komand- 1 P 11 cl of .Tu 11 e. ''bank " 75 miles 
.June ttlJout half last Heals i11 Plll•· m·sky Islands got Thi~ y<•aJ' on 8th S. W. of Attou. 
the catch was of about 20 females, :\Larch, in opPn .Largt• quanti tiel:! of 
male~-;. A large 25 miles off ~;hore ocean caught one squid around 
number of bar- on the 9th day of felllale with pup Komandorskyl~-
ren cows. About .T uly, nearly all I im;i,de. J~;-~titude land. f"Yerywhere 
end of ~lay two of which had 35 ' 00' Iongitnde; as far off as 100 
big " bull~." pn ps in them. 170 Ou' E. 3, 000 miles. 

During July miles from .Japrm1 

andAuguststom- coast n.ud 1,:?00 
ac~s of s~al~ con- miles S. of Cop
tmn l:lqmd, and l per lslancl. Se
from middle to c o n d m at e of 
end of Augu ·t , steamer ''City of1 
seah; are to be met I Pekin " reported 
with, with l:ltom- thf•y encouutered 
achs entire 1 y large numbers of 
emvty, although ' H~aJ<> in this po;;i
sqmd and salmon t1 011 d u r i u g 
are abundant all wiut(•!' route of 
round. 0 the r::; Yef'st'l. 

I 
~w~~ 
of food. I 

7 Two-third~:~ were Off Yef'HO, eud of About half male Co 11 t . , . t ~1 
cows. Towards June a few fe- andhalffemale. ;;~ac e~f~rl:~l-ab 0 ~ ~t;.;eals.fi~·,;t\~~ee~Knowsofuobanks; 
end of season got males in full flow 0 · lg 11 ~, _ut m Aprllm3b 3~ /nor do I know of 
large number of of milk L a 1:! t lC not notlce I N · • 1-!4 07' E., any one who has 
~Small male seals cows inr;uptal,en fl~ Y v yr Y f ~ e e f~llowed the m got soundings. 
mixed in with about 23rd Tune we~;~ f ery ew a. oug Japan un- There is an abun-
large male~ and Seal;; on .Tapa1~ at, . 11,10st t~lo 2_l~t,h .Tune i~1l dance of salmon 
cows. coast were rather being pom ,md ~2 o3 145° 18. and squid a;; far 

lank, the stom- thin. fhe sealt-; began off as 150 miles. 
a<:hs 8 h 0 wing to t~·av.eluorth off 
Yery slight traceR Aklslu. After 
of food. that they were all 

tntYeller;;. Cap
tain Larrabee of 
a sailing l-ihip re
ported that on 
J 4th Heptember 
18!l2, in 43 3o'• 
162 30' K, he 
pa~:-.ed ,t l a r g e 
nmuher of seah; 

8"90 per cent of1the cn.tch on the American 

I 

I 
c o a 1:! t were males. 

720 miles off 
shore. And the 
year before about 
70 or HO milefi LT. 

<J~ the above posi
tion . betwePu 
12th and J 5th 
A ngust he sailed 
tlw~ugh 1 a r g e 
bodrPs of fiPah;. 

I 
I 8 .............. . 

........... Did not observe fe- y en.rl for l 

I 
males closely fot y twpastKnowsofnobanks 
enough to say a;; re lf years, Yel:isel;; south of Roman-
to stages of ni.ilk.' in~0T~tl ~hat clur- dorsky It:ilands, 
C?d the RnsHian gu~;t lar~ a.~d d'\u-

1 
where soundings 

8~ e the ·eals. of Keal~-; ~reo le~ can be had. Small 
taken were nearly 600 ·1 ' ~ePn bank reported 75 

b
all full of fiquid, Cop~~~rei ;outdh of miles southwet;t 
. ut on t~e Amer- 120 mil . ~an · of Atton Island. 
1 can s l de the Ounil~~l~-;out~ of 
stomachs w e r e and fr P .~ s K 
empty except a ~O . om _that to 
few pebbles s.nd \ llwef; kOuth of 
in one a sealing ~ ga u, anct be-
shot. ~t~~le eR. 11 Agattu 

at Island 
80 milek ocean~ 
ward~ the seals 
't~·fere Justa.· plen-

1 nl as he e-
~~w tJ1em in B~h~ 
llng Hea. One da 
at this. place gJ 
two With Youn 
unborn and g 
with milk. cme 
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I Kin~s of Condition Kinds of 
No. Seals taken on the of Seals taken around 

Comli tion 
of A~-; to 

F eeding hauks. J C t h l KomandorHky apan oas . t>uc seas. Islands. , such Heals. 
.:\Iigratiou. 

-- ~-----~-------------
9 . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . , . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Out of 46 se a l s The four female~ K u o w s of no 

I " bankH " around 
Koman d o rH k v 

I taken here, four ha<l a show of 

I were females. milk, but were 
drying up, the 

I milk being clott-
fRlands. · 

10 . . . . . . ... ................. . . . . 

I 
11 Mixed males and I 

females. On 7th 
July, 300 m. off I 
Kurile Island:< 
took 40 seals all 
3-year old, male 
and f em a I e s ;I 
mostly males. , 
Jothing to indi-
cate they had 
been on land. , 

ed and in ::mHtll 
quantity. Thi:;; 
wa;; from 12th to 
16th .Tuly. 

. . 'In .July principally In August about About lOO m. , R i HavP seen discul
Hma.ll malPs, a an equal number E. utf AnH.:hitka om·pd wa.ter, but 
few Ktmggliugl ()f males Dnd fe- Island; took R nevpr got sound
cows; som<, bat·- males. The cowK Sf•al~ while cro~;;fi- iugs with 150 
ren cows and a had very r:;light ing the L80 n1eri- fn.thoms of line. 
few cows in milk. ~ show of milk dian- -! were fe- ~qnid, r:; a 1 m on 
After lOth Aug., which had begun males heavy with and other fiHh in 
ranged from UO to turn yellow, pup. They could qmmtities any
to 120 miles off' thicken and dry not reach either wherf' from 60 to 
shore. S e a l s up. known rookeryin 120 miles off. 
there principally1 time to pup. 
m a l e s. Nearer 
shore more fe-
males. 

I 
Mixed maleti and None of the femalPs Seals were on ,Japan X ever got sounding 

females, probably were in full milk, ' coa~>t this year, around Copper 
more f em n.l e s evidently drying 1 1st April, all the Islands nor do I 
than male;;. up. In previour:; way from 60 to know of anyone 

years ob:-:erved 300milPsoffNip- 1 who has. Ralmon 
odd female::; 80

1 

on ; tlH y work and squid from 
miles off, with along Yesso. J fiO to 90 miles 
milk, and then believe they are off shore to the 

drying up. winter where I 
first uwt them. 

12 :First catches lO!Females in pup, but Only about 30 seals 
per cent were none in milk taken on this 
young m a le s. taken on Japan coast. 
During ~lay, co~tst. 

would getfemal~>s l to be found all I southward. 

Shown by positions I 
previously given. 

nearly all young! 
mal et>. 

I 
13 ).Iixed cows and ~Iost of the cows The majority fema- K ot one had a full .... . . 

males, but more were with pup, les ; about one- flow of milk the 
Know:; of no banks 

but there are 
plenty of squid 
and salmon out
sidP, the 30-mile 
limit. 

cows than male~. but there was third maleR. milk had pretty 
1 quite a number well dried up. 

of barren cows. Towards end of 
Got seals in pup season only a 
up to the 23rd slight trace of 
,June. milk left. 

1!2f'This has been his experience for four years in these
1
waters. 

J 4 
· · · · · · · · · · · · · · · ·J · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · · 0~et~::~1~:~~~~d 

2Hth ,July, 75 
miles S.\V. Saw 
se alA. 

Ui .. . .. . . . ....... . .... .. . ... ... .. ..... Mixed males and None showed a full ll8!l2- 8aw lots of!The only bank he 
females during flow of milk, be- seals in northern knows of there is 
the month of ing in different part of Gulf of north of Behring 
August, and up stages of drying Kamtschatka, in- hland. The cen
to 7th Sept. up. eluding sleeping tre being- in lati-

16 Males, b a r r e n 
COWR, and COWS 
with pup, about 
a cows with pup, 
some young vir
gin cows. 

17 Principally young 
seals, about half 
male and half 
female. In A}Jril 
the females were 
virgins. Later on 
more females in 
pup. Quite a 
number of bar
ren females in 
June, off Y esso 
Island, also non
breeding males 
a.nd females. 

cows, on August tude 58°N.,longi-
28th. tu de 1 'j° K 

Fewer females in Up to 20th .T uly, Rh own by positions No hanks to the 
this neighbour- most female H previously given. south war cl of 
hood than ever were in full milk. I Copper IKland. 
before. About After that it vmH SoundPd with 100 
half males and quite apparent fathoms of line 
half females. that the milk was looking for fish 

drying up, and 58 miles off. ( }ot 
intermixing with I nos o u n din gs. 
the fat. Plenty surface 

' fish 100 miles off. 

Mixed cows and Comparatively few Shown by positions K n o w s o f n o 
m a l e s ; a few females had a full given. " banks " ; has 
more females flow of milk, only tried for sound-
than males. ~-\ the first caught. ings, but failed. 
large number of Most of the fe- In some places 
youngnon-breed- males were dry-I water has appear-
ing seals, males ing up. Towards anceof soundings 
and females. end of season which Mcounta 

only slightest for report e cl 
traces d i s c e r- banks. Plenty (of 

nible. squid and salmon 
off the Islands. 
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SEIZURE OF BRITISH VESSELS UNDER THE PROVISIONAL AGREEMENT. 

510. The following vessels were seized and otherwise interfered with by the 

Russian cTuiseTs this season. 

S0hooneT " Minnie " of Victoria, B.O. : . . 
S · d by the Russian transport "Yakout," on the 17th July, In lati

tude 5el~e21' N., longitude 168° 38' E., 21 miles south-east of Copper Island. 

Schooner ': .Ainoko," of Victoria, B.O. : . 
Seized by the Russian transport "Yakout," on the 22nd July, 1893, m 

latitude 54° 23' 5" N., longitude 168° 32' E., 16 miles south-east of Copper 

Island. 

Schooner" Maud S." of Victoria, B.O.: 
Seized by the Russian transport "Yakout," on 29th August, 1893, 22 

miles south-west of Copper Island. 

Schooner "Arctic" of Shanghai : 
Seized by the Russian cruiser "Zabiaka," 3rd August, 1893, in latitude 

54° 15' N., longitude 167° 31' E., 28 miles off Komandorsky Islands. 

511. These vessels were ordered to Y okohama for adjudication. The " Anioko '' and 
"Minnie" proceeded io Victoria, where their cases are now pending. The "Maud 
S." sailed for Yokohama, where she was formally proceeded against and acquitted 
of any breach of the Act under the agreement, or Order in Council thereunder. The 
''Arctic" also reported at Yokohama. 

512. The only other interfl3rence with British vessels, so far as could be learned, 
was in the case of the steam schooner "Warlock," of Yictoria, B.O., which vessel put 
into the port of Petropaulovski, on the Kamtschatka (;Oast, for fuel and water, after a 
rough voyage along the Aleutian Islands, during w hi eh no seal skins had been pro
cured. Her papers and sealing equipment were removed from her by the Russian 
cruiser " Zabiaka" and she was given papers to Y okohama, where her captain wa,, 
infonned he would receive his original papers and equipment, on application to H. 
M. O~nsul. This vessel was.not seized.' the action of the Russian authorities being 
explained as a safeguard agan1st a possible breach of the aoTeement · the 1naster of 
the "Warlock" having evinceu the desire of reaching Yok~hama as s~on as possible. 

CONCLUSION. 

513. In concluding my 1~eFort, ~ desire to a.ck~owled!Se my indebtedness to 
~hose from w~<?m, ! h~ve receiVed ass1~ta~ce, hospi~ahty and courtesy, while pursu· 
u~g .the enqu1nes Inmdental to my mission, of wh1ch I must express a hi()'h appre· 
c1atwn. 

0 

Y k
514. ,ToththeffiC?m

1
manfdtehrs oRf t~e ImGperial Russian ships, "Zabiaka" and 

" a out, e o cia s o e ussian overnment and the Ru · S 1 k' ' ssian ea -s In 
Company's Agents on the Komandorsky Islands. 

515. To Mr. Malowansky, the Oompany'sAgent on board the "K fk" d 
to Mr. Paetz, the Company's Agent on Behring Island I am especi ll. · ~ ~t' daf 
courtesies, while on board the "Kotik" and on the Island. a Y In e e or 

516. To Admiral _the Hon. Sir ,~dmund Fremantle, K.O.B. 0 M G . h C . 
manders of H. M. ships <~Mercury and "Porpoise" and ln;st · · ·.' t e om 
Commander officers and men of HMS "Archer" .£' ·£ espeCially to the ' . . . lOr uni orm courtes d tt t' 
shown and ready assistance rendered. 'Y an a en Ion 

517. To H. B. M. Charge d'Affaires at Tokio. 

518. To H. B. M. Consuls at Yokohama and Hakodate. 

519. To Mr. A. R. Milne, O~llector of Customs at Victoria B ·t· h . 
' n Is Columbia. 

I have the honour to be, My Lord, 

Your Lordship's most obedient humbl 
e servant, 

The Right Honourable 
THE EARL oF RosEBERY, K.G., 

&c., &c., &c. 

ROBERT N. VENNING. 
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APPENDICES. 
n ~· 
sit Statctnents by Russian Officials anri Etnployees of the Russian Seal-

skin Con1pany on the Russian Seal Islands. 

APPENDIX No. 1. 

Synopsis of the Report for 1893, of Mr. Grebnitzky, Russian Administrator, at 
Komandorsky Islands, as translated by Messrs. Grunwaldt and Malowansky, in his 
presence, from the Draft by :Mr. Grebnitzky, to the Russian Minister of Foreign 
Affairs:-

Migrations from the shore of fron1 200 to 300 miles, for the purpose of exercise 
or seeking food, are mere promenades for seals of all kinds, except "bulls." Pups 
come into the world weak, and require considerable nourishment from their mothers. 
The females pup principally in ~1.ay and June, and suckle their young for one and 
a half months or two months. The following year, ten months old pups co1ne to 
the islands in co1npany with the mothers, ·while in the second year they arrive 
separately, later than the mothers. 

Some females which are disturbed in their migrations to the breeding rookeries 
lose theiT pups in the water. They are then liable to illness, and some die before 
reaching the rookeries. Those of them which succeed in reaching the shore lose the 
instinct which calls for service of the "bulls." If the Inothers die in July or August, 
the pups must necessaTily perish for want of nourishment, but in the event of the 
mother dying in October or November, the pups are quite capable of iaking care of 
thernselves if they can find young squid and small fish near shore; but such pups 
are always slow in growth and yield poor skins. 

If a female loses her pup in the water, she can be readily distinguished by the 
condition of the fur, which is rough and thin under such circumstances. 

During· the shedding period, late in August, and during the month of Sep
tember, the seals remain close on shore, maki.ng no migrations to sea. 

The ''bulls" 'and breeding females, must necessarily come on shore to per
form their procreative functions, the females to pup and be served by the "bulls." 
The former cannot pup in the water, as the pups "'·ould drown ; neither can they be 
served in the water. 

Mr. Grebnitzky then expresses his opinion of pelagic sealing as follows :
Causing a general decrease of seals on the breeding rookeries, especially of 

females, only about one-half the females being noticed on the rookeries since 1888, 
as compared with the number for some years prior to that date. Considerable increase 
in the number of dead pups since 1888. 

Generally speaking, there is a considerable number of barren females (old) 
which do not go on the Tookeries for service by the "bulls," but lay outside near the 
hollusehickie. These barren females are easily frightened. 

He thinks that the seals migrate further from the Komandorsky Islands than 
from the Pribylovs for feeding purposes, as there are a number of shallow banks 
which afford food. 

These banks, he says, are situated to the southward of Copper Island, and to 
the northward from Behring Island about 150 miles.* 

The report proceeds: The salmon arrive in the Yicinity of Behring Island 
in the end of June, and are observed arriving till the end of August, and the seals 
go out sixty miles to meet them. He states the seals are fond of sahnon, and there 
have been times when they went up the rivers for them. 

It is a very simple matter to tell the skin of a female seal from that of a 
male even if it has been salted; and if it had not been very long salted he could tell 
whether or not the mother had been suckling the young. 

The Komandorskv and Pribylo\T Island herds are separate and distinct, those 
of the IComandorsky fslands are distinguish~ble by their being greyeT in colour, 
while the head of the animal is narrower and finer. 

The seals miO'rate from the Komandorskv Islands about the middle of 
0 -

November, moving south to the Japan Sea. 
The Rob ben Island herd move down the Japanese Coast in same direction, 

and seals are found landed on islands inside the K uriles. Some, instead of going to 
Robben Island, distribute themselves on other islands in the Okhotsh Sea. 

* This opinion he bases upon the charts of confiscated schooners, from which he has ob,:erved that seals are captured 
by them from 100 to 150 miles from shore. 

19 



72 

Synopsis of a telegram prepared by Mr. Grebnit~y, to be sent to the Minist~r ~f 
Domains, at St. Petersburg, affecting the operations of 1893, on Komandmsky 

Islands:- b F b 
Nine-tenths of the sealing schooners were on the Japan Coast a ~ut e ruary, 

because they did not find enough seals on the American coast. All sealing s~h?oners 
keep in the track of the seals from forty to ninety miles off ~he ~outh end of Copper 
Island, and prevent them from going further out and coming ~n. Plenty of s~als 
are in the sea, and on the coast of Karntschatka .. Fewer seals this year on rooker~es. 
Slight decrease of females on Copp.er Island this y~ar. Plenty bulls_. O'~he skins 
taken were large. International actiOn alone can effiCiently protect seahno Industry. 

APPENDIX No. 2. 

STATEMENT BY WALDEMAR PAETZ, 21ST AUGUST (4TH SEPTEMBER), 1893, AT 

N IKOLSKI, BEHRING IsLAND. 

I have been on Behring Island three years in the capacity of agent for the Rus
sian Seal-skin Company. I visited the rookeries four or five times each year during 
1891 and 1892, and ha-ve had good opportunities of observing their condition. This 
year I only made one visit to the North Rookery. 

There were last year, and are this year, more seals on the North Rookery than 
there were during 1891, the first year I spent on the island. Not only are there more 
seals generally speaking, but there is a considerable increase in number of female 
seals. There are also more pups this year. The first year I came here, there were 
very few bulls on the rookeries, but last year the number of bulls increased, and this 
year it increased again over last year. As regards "bachelors" there is very little 
difference between this year and last, but there is a considerable increase-in the 
number of females. I consider the rookery to be in better condition this year as 
regards number of seals, than during 1891 and 1892 . 

. WhPn I first came to the ~sland, I .was quite ~nterested in the question of the 
habits of seals, and got all the InformatiOn I could In conversation with the natives. 
If females. w·hile suckling their young do go off the rookeries for food, they do not 
go any distance from the shore. They would go early in the morninO' and soon 
return to the rookeries. 

0 

. I have not observed or heard of any more dead pups one year than another, 
d~nng my stay here .. What few dead pups there are, from year to year, arc 1nostly 
killed by the surf dunng storms . 

. From my oV\rn observation and what I have been able to gatheT from the 
natives, I beheve I can safely say tha~ a young pup V\~ill be suckled by its mother 
for about three or four weeks before bmng weaned. 

I do not believe that a fmnale seal will go any considerable di t t 
for food until the first week in September, i~ she is a breedinO' female-t~~~~= il =~: 
has pupped. They can get food nearer the Islands. 0 

If fema~es shoul~ drop ~heir young at sea or lose them on the islands the 
would remain on the Islands, JUSt the same as the other breeding £ 1 . '· · y 
birth to their young is not the only reason for their miO'rations to tehm~ els 'das gTIVhin.g 

l · · 1 b · h h · 5 ( e Is an s cu 
~atur~ Instinct a so nngs t em t ere to recmye service from the bulls Thi~ I con· 
sider IS proven by the fact that there are some barren females w h · h : . h 
islands, although having no young. Ic Iemain on t e 

With regard to the question as to whether female seals . 
islands from the time they leave them as pups, until they retu ~Vei land Ol~ the 
give birth to their first pup,~ n1ay ~tate that there is no doubt th~t 0 the rookenes to 
females are often observed lnixed with the holluschickie and oth t~ey do, as young 

I am decidedly of opinion that the seal herd -v~hich fr erwise on the ~sland. 
Islands is a distinct one from that which visits the Komandorskeq~ents the Pnby loff 
foTe any operations on those islands could in no way affect the l_ sla~ds, and there
and vice verst1. Last year I handled the skins takeu from th8 sei o~an horsky Islands 
Olsen," among which were some taken on the American side a~ se ooner "Rosie 
marked difference in the appearance of these skins as compar~d n . tl observed such a 
the Russian side, that it convinced me of the distinctness of the hWidh t_fose taken on 
that the seals which visit Robben Island never O'et this far e~ s.l lso, I believe 
same heTd practically, any operations there wguld not affe~nth a tKhough of the 
Islands in any degree. e omandorsky 

I cannot say as to how long a female will continue to bea 
long a male seal will render e!ficient service on the rookeries; bu{ 1Ykung, nor how 
year there are upon the rookenes, a few old bulls which are no lono- \o

1
w that every 

service. The numbeT of this class is small, but they do occur eather a e for rookery 
year. 
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As to t~e efficiency of the protective zone ·agreed to between the Govern
~ent of Russia and that of ~reat Britain, for the current year, I am of opinion that 
It has afforded amp.le protection to the breeding females especially, for the reason that 
I have a~ove explained that they do not go that far out to sea during the tirne they 
are nursing then youn~. Generally speaking, from what I have observed, and from 
what L have gathered In conversation with the natives here I do not believe that 
any of ~he seal~ go any grea~ distances from the rookeries, from' the time they land in 
the.spnng until they leave I~ the fall. I do not believe they go at any time during 
then stay here, to a greater distance than the protective zone, if indeed that far. I 
cann~t see any reason for their doing so, as they can get all the food they rcq nire 
close Inshore. 

I do not know anything about the Copper Island rookeries. 
On South. Rookery, Behring Island, which is a small rookery, there are also 

more seals thi~ year than last year. In 18~.J1, there were very fe\v seals on this 
rookery, more In 1892, and still more this year. I was not on the rookery this year 
myself, but I was inforn1ed by the natives that the seals were Inore numerour:; there. 

So far as Behring Island is concerned I consider the rookeries in much 
better condition this year than last, in point c;f numbers of seals. 

. The bulls. begi~ to leave the rookeries early in August, but the females. and 
killables remain until the latter part of October and durinO' the earlv part of No,~em-

' 0 ~ 
her th~re are very few to be seen on the rookeries, some fernales, some pups and 
some k1llables. 

WALDEMAR PAETZ. 

APPENDIX No. 3. 

STATEMENT BY ALEXANDER SELIVANOFF, AT NrKOLSKI, 23RD AUGUST (4TH SEPTEMBER), 1893. 

I have resided on Komandorsky Islands for twelve years, six years on Copper 
Island and six years on Behring. I came here from Petropaulovski, as a Russian 
official under the Administration, and I have had good opportunities of observing 
the condition of the rookeries, as during the whole of the killing seasons I have been 
at the rookeries, except this year, when I left there in the month of June. 

As regards the number of seals on the rookeries this year, from personal experi
ence I can say that there is an increase as compared with last year. This increase is 
noticeable in all classes of seals, but there is an increase particularly in the number 
of females and pups, \vhile there is also an increase in the number of bulls. There 
were over 1,000 bulls on the rookeries this year, but this class of seals begin to leave 
towards the end of July and first part of August. 

During the year 1~92, the rookeries \Vere in better condition than in 1891, there 
being more seals, generally speaking. I noticed there were more seals on the Took
eries, but did not observe of what particular class. 

During the time the female seals are suckling their young they do not go to 
great distances from the shore to feed, but if the ·weather is fine and no storms are 
prevailing, they will go eight or nine miles from shore, but no ftuther, while they 
are nursing. When the sea is high, and the weather stormy, the nursing females 
will only go a very short distance from the rookeries. With regard to the question 
as to V\rhether a female seal feeds while suckling, I have seen a female nurse her pup 
early in the morning, leave the rookery for a few hours and return and again nurse 
the pup. This is from personal observation. During the month of June, when the 
pups are young, the females do not leave them for a longer ~ime than about four 
hours, but later on, in July, when the pups are older, they will stay away for nine 
or ten hours. 

I judge the distance the females go ~rom their r~okeries .while nursing, by per
sonal observations made by me watching them, with a pau of field glasses, every 
day during my stay at the roo.keries. It .was ~y duty to giv~ to the officials all t~e 
information I could gather In connection With the rookeries and the seals, and 1t 
was during my daily observations that I watched the seals leave the rookeries and 
return. There was no danger of my mistaking females. 

During the year 1892, I think, there were more dead pups than in. 1891 or 
1893, I did not count the dead pups, but there appeared to be more. I attnbute the 
death of these pups to storms and surf, and many of them were crushed by the 
bulls. In the autumn, during stormy weather, many of the pups are killed by the 
waves. 
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· d · ion is that a female seal will 

From the observations I have ma e, my OJ;Hll I cannot sa how soon after 
suckle her young three or four :veeks beforeh·vvean~ng.:D . food and !-ould not like to 
the birth of her pup a female will resort tot e wa er or ' 

give an opinion on this point. . h t she would come to the 
In the event of a female losing er pup a sea, . 

rooker , because I have seen barren females on the rookery W~Ich ha~ not pups. to 
look aher. If she lost her pup on the rookery, she would remain there for service 

by the bull. · .r> 1 b £ d 
At 11 times during their stay upon the rookenes, 1ema ~s c~n e oun 

with a s:ow of milk. I haYe seen females kille~ in October, for sCientific purposes, 
and there has been in them a decided show of milk. . 

I cannot say much about the migration routes .of the s~als .or their winter 
habitat but they come from the south-east and r:eturn 1n that duecbon. 

Th'e seals arrive at the islands in the following order :-
*In 1892.-First. The bulls, the first arriving on t~e 1st May, and from 

that forward coming gradually 11:nbl 1st July, an~ that 
is the reason that a few bulls will be found lateT In the 
fall on the Tookeries. 

do Second. The first females arrived on the 20th May, and from 
that forward they kept coming until 15th July, by \V hiGh 
time all the females were on the rookeries. 

do Third. The holluschickie arrived about the same time as the 
females, but continued coming the whole time until 
about 15th of August. 

Departure, 1892.-The bulls left first, but cannot say actual time of 
leaving. As the seals come, they leave ; gradually. 
Except the bulls, which had nearly all gone by that time, 
they beg:an to leave about 1st October, and had all left 
the islands on the 12th November. 

As to the question whether female seals eYer land on the islands from the 
time they leave them as pups, until they Teturn to the rookeries to give biTth to their 
first pnp, I have seen young fernales (yearlings) eYery year on the rookeries. Last 
yeaT, 1892, I made a " dTive," thinking to take about 2,600 skins, but I discovered 
then~ were over 1~000 young females mixPd with the holluschickie. 

Last year, 1892, I observed thTee bulls on North Rookery which ·were very 
different in appearance from the bulls usually resorting to these islands. Thev had 
long manes on the back ofth9irne~ks, which.dono~occur on the bulls ofKomand"orsky 
Islands. These bulls caused considerable discussion amonO' the natives. one of whom 
had corne to the Komandorsky Islands frorn St. Paul, PTibylov: his na:me was Efim 
Snegiroff. He informed the natives that these bulls ·were from St. Paul Island, as 
they were the same as he had seen there. Last year I noticed two holluschickie 
which were very different from the ones here, the hair being quite black. 

I cannot say .hovv many y~ars a f~male will continue to bear young, nor 
how long a male will Tender effi<~Ient sernce on the rookeries. 

I have never noticed any adult females which were barren nor any old bulls 
which were not able for rookeTy service. ' 

In 1891 I found in a drive a seal vvhich was a hermaphrodite 
On the whole, I believe the rookeries to be in a better condition than for the 

last three years. 
The agreement between the Russian and British Government . · d · 

30-mile zone is a sufficient protection to the breeding- seals after the hs provit tingtha 
. b l . th . d . th . ._. . ' y ave o-o o e 

rhookenes, ut ;~~ y In 1. e sp~ng, ur.Inl·£ e m1~~hatwhn .of the seals to th~ islands, 
t e presence o be sea Ing 

0
sc ooneirs

1
1n dei ~res WI t eu passa,g-e to the islands. 

I have not een on opper s an since 1888 and cannot · . £ 
t . t th t. 1 d ' give any In orma-Ion as o a 1s an . 

ALEXANDER SELIV ANOFF. 

APPENDIX No. 4. 

STATE~IENT OF ALEXEY BADAEFF, SEAL "DRIVER" BEHRING I 
' BLAND. 

I was born on Behring Island, and am now 45 years of a 
in ''driving " seals duTing the sealing season. ge and am engaged 

There are more seals. on . North. Rookery this year than last. T . . 
noticeable generally speaking, Including all classes of seals. In 1891 t:e Increase IS 
so many seals as in 1892, and in 1893 (this year) there a1·e more seal there vyere not 
-- 8 an In 1892. 

*Russia.n dates. 
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At the time they are suckling their young, the female seals do not o-o far from the 
rookeries, not further than five miles from shore. They go this distance to feed. 
They can find f?od enough that. distance fro1n s?ore. There were 1nore dead pups 
on the rookery 1n 1892 than th1s year or than 1n 1891. I should say that in 1892 
th~r~ were abou~ 300 dead pups; this year not so many. In 1892 the pups, in my 
op1n1on, were k1lled by the bulls crushing them, and by the surf, during storms. 
I know of no other cause of death, except that a few may be born dead. From per
sonal obseryation I have seen pups suckling the whole time that the seals are on the 
rookeries, a~d I believe that the females nurse their young four months. I have seen 
females nursing their pups in the water. I have never seen a bull serve a female 
in the water. I cannot say how soon after giving birth to heT pup a female will go 
into the water. The fe1nales do feed while nursing, but if the weather is warm, 
they will go into the wateT ·without feeding, but remain close to the shore. 

I cannot say what a female would do in case of losing her young, either at 
sea or on the rookery. 

The seals arrive at the rookeries as follows, generally speaking from year to 
year, according to weather. The bulls come first, arriving about 20th April ; the 
females in the first part of May, say .first May. Holluschickie come about the same 
time as the females. The bulls begin to leave first, but I cannot say exactly the 
time. The bulk of the seals leave between 1st October and 20th November, none 
being on the rookeries after the latter date. 

To the question as to whether females land on the islands, from the time 
they lea ye them as pups, until they return to the rookeries to give birth to their first 
pup, I may say that I have seen some young females mixed in a drive of 
holluschickie. 

I cannot say how many years a fe1nale will bear young. 
I cannot say how long a bull will render efficient service on the rookeries, but I 

have seen a very old bull serving a female. 
I do not know of the existence of barren females on the rookeries. There may 

be or there mav not be. 
There are no bulls on the rookeriPs ·which do not serve the females. 
I have seen on the rookeries in 1891 and 1892 a considerable number of 

seals which had shot wounds. But this year there are very few as compared with 
1891 and 1892. I have never noticed them wounded in any other way except those 
which had bitten each other. 

With regard to the agreement between Russia and Great Britain this year, 
I am of opinion that the limit is not sufficient, as the holluschickie go more than 
30 miles from land. They take these excursions not necessarily for food as they 
could get this within 30 miles from land, but for exercise or for a change. 

ALEXEY BADAEFF. 

APPENDIX No. 5. 

STATEMENT BY CAPT. D. A. GRUNBERG, oF THE RussiAN SEAL-SKIN CoMPANY's SCHOONER 
" LEON,'' AT PETROPAULOVSKI, 18TH AUGUST, 1893. 

Q. How many years have you been engaged in sealing ?-Since 1877, in the 
employ of Hutchinson, Kohl, Philippens & Company, from .1877 up to termination 
of lease in 18~1; since that date I have been employed by the Russian Seal-skin 
Company, continuously. 

Q. Under the Alaska Commercial Corn )any, at ·what islands were you employed? 
-At Komaudorsky Islands and Robben Island, under both cornpanies. 

Q. How were you employed?- In carrying supplies to the islands and sealers, 
and collecting skins taken. 

Q. IIave you al·ways been on the "Leon" ?-No, this is only my second year in 
that vessel, previously I was in charge of the stearner ':Alexander." . 

Q. Ho-vv is the " Alexander " novv eno-aged ?-She 1s, I understand, now ly1ng 
off Copper Island, receiYing skins from the sealing ~c~ooners. I cannot say iJ?- whose 
employ she i~, but it is generally thought that she 1s 1n the empl~y of Mr. L1ebes~ of 
San Francisco. She "\vas fitted out by Lawrentzcen, of San Francisco. She left San 
Francisco under the Hawaiian flag. 

Q. When did you leave Robben Island ?-6th August. 
Q. Had the operations of the Lessees ceased when you left?-Yes; the killing 

operations ceased there on the 2nd of August, because 1here was no profit in staying 
any longer. 

Q. HoV\r many skins were taken there this year ?-1,532. 
20 
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Q. How does this compare with the catch of last year ?-There were none taken 
last year because it was considered unprofitable to send seal~rs there. 

Q. How was thi~ judged ?-By the catch of the year before ( 189~). 
Q. vVhat was the catch that year ?-I do not know exactly, but It was less than 

this year. . 't I h' k · t · d Q. How do you account for the decrease In seals ther~ .- ,t In 1 Is ue to 
the operations principally of pelagic sealers, as I have p1cke~ from the . carcasses, 
buckshot and sluO's when handlin<>' the seals killed by the natives on the Island. 

Q. Is there, gcneTally speaking, an appreciable decrease in the number of seals 
on Rob ben Island, as compared with previous years?-Yes. , 

Q. How long since you have observed this decrease ?-About 1885 and ~886. 
Q. Previous to those years what was the average take ?--A?out 4,000 skin~. 
Q. In your opinion what has been the effe ··t of the pr?techve area esta?hshe.d 

this year between Russia and Great Britain, on the rookenes there ?-I believe It 
has afforded a moral protection to the seals. I neither heard of nor saw any pelagic 
sealers in the vicinity of the island, within the prohibited area, \Yhile I was there, 
but my experience has been that this class of sealers generally reach there about the 
latter part of August and month of September. 

Q. Do female seals -vv hile suckling regularly go to great distances from the breed· 
ing islands '?-I do not think they do ·while suckling. 

Q. Then the female seals killed at sea are not mothers ~:;uckling their young?
No, they aTe not. This might occur within a mile or two from shore while in that 
condition, because at this time the mothers never go any further to sea. 

Q. Do young pups perish on the islands ?-Yes, a considerable number. 
Q. To what do you attribute this 1nortality ?-Some aTe drowned in the surf 

while yet young and learning to swim, a small portion are smothered by the breed· 
ing anilnals, others are crushed by bulls. 

Q. When do the females go to greater distances from the island and for what 
purpose ?-The. females go to greate:· distan~es off shore, after the pups are weaned. 
I have also noticed seals generally, nrespectlve of sex, further off shore during the 
month of August than during the two months preYious. I knO\V that some of these 
must be fen1ales because the breeding places are thinned off . 

. Q. Can the females get food, -vvhile nursing, without going far frmn shore ?-I 
~eheve they can, for they do not go beyond one or two miles from the islandB at that 
time. 

Q. Does this ansvver apply equally ~o the Komaudorsky Islands'?-yes. 
Q. How long are the pups necessanly suckled by the In other before weaning? 

-I cannot answer that. 
. Q. What is the earliest date at which the ~emale may resort to sea after giving 

bnth ?-I cannot say, and would not care to give an opinion. 
Q. Have you any knowledg-e of the existence of" feed1'nrr bank " · th · · 't 

f h -rr d k I 1 d e s In e viCini y o t e .a.oman ors y s an s and Robben Island '2_I have no p 1 k 1 d 
f h b k b I · ersona now e O'e o any sue an ~s, ut have heard that such exist to th S W f B h ·0 

Island, about 80 or 85 miles off, and to the south of Copper Isle d · b t. ~ h e Tin~ 
heard how far off that island. an ' u ave no 

Q. Do the seals yi~:;it these banks for food ?-After the 15th AuO' . · 
seals south-vvest of Beh1:ing Island, as far as 80 miles off the i 1 t u~t I have nofic~d 
ing IoT food. I could not say whether they were males or f s ailc' pre~ume 00 • 

at this time the young would have been -vveaned and able e~atesk; but If females, 
selves. ' 0 a e care of them· 

Q. Have you ever known of females losin<>' their younO' t . 
and found in milk at great distances from the breeding isl~ ~ s~a M'on th~ Islands, 
happen with seals as \vith other animals, but I am unable t~ as.- IscaTnage~ may 

Q. If a fen1ale lost her pup on the island would she rem . n~her the question. 
instinct would keep heT thcTe. ain ere ?-Her natural 

Q. Would this be so if she lost her pup at sea ?-I think · 
Q. "\Vhat do you know of the actual migration routes / 0

" 
Asiatic si~e of the P_acific, in going ~o a~d returning from th~ K the fur seals of the 
-In coming to the Islands everything· Indicates that they c orrandorsky Islands? 
and. south-westward. In going from the islands, I cannot~:~ rom the southward 
stating that they come from the south or south-west is th t ther. The reason for 
south-west part of Copper Island, following up that isl~nd a 1 e_y first land on the 
the several rookeries, thence keeping the same direction al~ anttng as they go, on 
Island, landing on the rookeries there. ng e shore to Behring 

Q. What is their winter habitat in the ricinity of the J a 
not know. panese coasts ?-I do 

Q. After leaving the islands as pups, do the female seals e 
be~or~ they return ~o give birth to their first pup ?-They do :v!r~and on the islands 
this, 1s that young Immature females are often mixed up in a d · Y I am positive of 

nve of killable males. 
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Q. In years of scar~it~ or abundance of seals on the Pribyloff group are the 
Komandorsky Islands similarly affected or otherwise ?-I am unable to answer this. 

Q. Do you bt>licve that practices on the Pribyloff Islands or Robbeu Reef have 
any effect ~pon Komandorsky Island~ ?-If any effect on Komandorsky Islands is 
produced, 1t would be from the practices on Robben Island. I do not belie,~e that 
practices on the Priby loft' Islands could affect Komandorsky Islands. 

Q, How many years V".rill a female seal continue to bear young ?-I cannot 
answer that. 

Q. How many years will a male seal render efficient service on the rookeries ? 
-I cannot say. 
. This statement has be~n read over by me and is a correct tn1nscript of the ques

tions asked and answers given at Petropaulovski, 18th August, 1893. 

D. A. GRUNBERG. 
Witness: J AMES MAX\VELL, ~ 

Paymaster, H. B. M. S. "Archer." \ 

DECLARATIONS 
Of some of the British Pelagic Sealers who participated in the sealing 

industry on the Japan coast and in the "\vaters surrounding 
the l(omandorsky Islands, 1893.-K· 

APPENDIX No. 6. 

DECLARATION OF CHARLES LEBLANC, MASTER OF TilE SEALING SCITOONER '' 8ADIE TURPEL," 1893. 

Port ofVictoria. t 
British Columbia. ~ 

I, Charles Le blanc, of the City of Victoria, in the Province of British Columbia 
and Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that:-

I have 15een five years in the sealing business, during which time I have sealed 
along the coast, in Behring Sea, when it was open, and around Komandorsky Islands. 
The first year I went as a boat steerer ; after that up to 189~: I \vas mate and hunter; 
this year, 1893, I went to the Japan coast and around Komandorsky Islands as 
master of the schooner " Sadie T1-upel." 

I sailed from Victoria on the 25th day of January, and went direct to Y oko
hama, arriving there on the 14th day of April, and left there on the 15th for the 
sealing grounds. 

The first seals I took on the Japan coast, I got on the 19th day of April, in lati
tude 39° 22' N., longitude 143° 12' E., and the last seal on that coast, on the 4th day 
of July, in latitude 44o 58' N., longitude 149° 25' E., and my positions during this 
time ranged between 39° and 45° north latitude and 141° and 149° east longitude. 

The first few catches were mo~tly all composed of young males, but after that 
they vvere pretty well mixed. Taken on the whole, my catch on the Japan coast 
was about half male and half female seals. About the first week in June the females 
were the heaviest in pup. I got on that coast twelve or fifteen barren cows. These 
cows were old enough to bear young, but there was no sign whatever of either pup 
or milk. The bulk of n1y catch was of full sized sPals; I got but few grey pups. 

During the latter half of June, between Y esso and Sikotan Islands, I got between 
twenty and thirty females in milk, from thirty to forty miles off shore. 

The sto1nachs of seals killed along the Japan coast, contained considerable squid 
and small fish. 

I first began sealing off the Komandorsky Islands on the 21st day of July, in 
latitude 53° 40' N., longitude 166° 40' E., and I continued sealing both north and 
south of the islands, until the first day of September, my position on that day being 
53° 10' north latitude, 168° 24' east longitude. I sealed both north and south of the 
islands, my positions ranging between 53° and 56° 37' north latitude, and 164° and 
168° 30' east longitude. 

The catch oif the Komandorsky Islands was composed of two-thirds females and 
one-third males. Of the females taken very few had a full flo\v of milk. After the 
8th of August, I went north of the islands, and the females taken there were drying 
up, in different stages. Towards the end of August the milk had completely dried up. 

* R. N. Crowell, master schooner" Brenda" in Asiatic waters 1892 (App. No. 17). 
John McLeod, master schooner" Pioneer" American side 1893 (App. No. 21). 



78 

The stomachs of the seals contained considerable squid and small fish. 
About the 20th August, I ran up as far as abo~1t 170 miles N.N.E. of Beh!ing 

Island ; saw quite a uunber of big cows ; I got six (6). The stomachs contained 
fish-food and squid. Wh~u -vve see a bunch of big cows like those, we always regard 
it as an indication that rlenty of seals arc in the yicinity. . . ·. 

I left on the second day of Septmnber for Victoria, and arnved In this port on 
the 24th day of that moiJth. On1ny \vay over, I got two male seals about two hun
dred miles south of the J..leutian Islands. 

I know of no "ban;::s" to the southward of Komandor~;ky Islands; but there 
are plenty of surface fisl all the way as far out as two hundred miles: squid and 
small fish of different ki1ds. 

So far as the migratnn route of the seals to the islands is concerned, I can only 
say that I first met them on the Japan coast the 19th of April, in latitude 39° 22' N., 
longitude 143° 12' E., and I follo-wed them along the coast until 4th July, in latitude 
44° 58' N., longitude 149° 25' E., my average distance from shore being about (30) 
thirty miles. I lost the lerd about fifty miles east of Sikotan. 

I can tell a female from a male seal in the water. The females are finer in the 
head and neck. 

And I make this sobmn declaration conscientiously believing the same to be 
tTuc, and by virtue of the. Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. 

Declared before me, at Vbtoria, in the) OHAS. LEBLANC, 
ProYince of British Columbia, this Master of schooner "Sadie Turpel." 
ninth day of November, 1893. 

A. R.MILNE. 

[Seal.] Collector of Customs. 

APPENDIX No. 7. 

D. ECLARATION OF WILLIAl\: SHEILDS 
' MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER "VERA" 1893. 

Port of Victoria, { 
British Columbia. ) 

I, William Sheilds, of the City of Victoria in the p · f B · · h 0 · 
Dominion of Can~da, do sole:mnly declare, that: fOVInce o Titls ·olumbia, 

I haYe been mght yens In the sealino: business s 
this year as master of thE schooner "V er~" I 1 ' teven y~ars a seal hunter, and 
ing four hundred and seventy seals all of wht hoi ack~d a~ a hunter this year, kill
had good opportunities o1 observing their condi~ion. s Inne nlyself, and, therefore, 

I have sealed along the coast and in BehrinO' Se L 
year to the ·w,.aters around Komandorsky Island~· a~d th~st year (1892) was my first 
year on the Japan Coast. lfrom there I worked up 'to th Is year (1893) was my first 
Islands. e waters around Komandorsky 

I cleared from Victor(a on the 25th day of J an . . 
hama, arridng at that po~t on the 19th day of 1\Iar~a1 y]: lnd sailed direct for Yoko· 
day of March, and fin;t tcok seals on the 29th of th t e~t Y. okohama on the 27th 
longitude 140° 3' E. The last seals I took on the J aa amo~t ' In latitude 34° 46' N., 
day of July, t·wenty mile; off Staten Island. p n Coast were got on the 14th 

Between these dates, Iny po8itions ranO'ed fr01n 34o , 
no!th latitude, and from 140.0 to 14:":\0 18' ea~t lono-itud 4~ north latitude to 44° 53' 
thiCk that I could get no )bservations. 0 e. ome days the fog was so 

The seals taken along the Japan Coast in March d A . · d ' an pnl mixe · ' were of all classes 
During May, I would find a bunch all males and 1· ' 

females. The fe1nales vve·e in pup. AlonO' the 'coast a I~tle further on a bunch all 
seals, I took quite a nnmrur of barren cow~. Barren ~o:-~X(!d up among the male 
ally go together, and V\rhel you get into a bunch of th and you.ng males O'ener· 
barren. They are adult fnnales, but vvithout pup or ese, a~ the females tak~n are 
There is no particular tim~ of the year that this classan~ 8 01~ of milk whatever. 
numbers 0 sea Is taken · · In greatest 

F~r two or thTee day6 during the first w·eek in J un . 
trayelhng along the co:tst ;o the north ward. This was bu~' I noticed a lot of cows 
latitude, and 1~4° and 146' e~st longitude. They weTe ha;·d~~e~ 39o and 41° north 
stop for anything, but kert right on their course. oet, as they did not 
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The bulk of the females heavy with pup were taken luring· the first week in 
June, but I too~ a few females in. pup up to the end of .T u1e. The majority of the 
seals taken dur~ng the last \Veek 1n June and the first tw<lve days in July, were 
young males w1th some barren cows, and a few cows in fu1 milk, but very few of 
the latter. This ·was off Staten Island-one of the Kuriles. Of the early catch 
along the Japan Coast, both 1nales and females, the stoma;hs were co1nparatively 
empty, but later on they contained considerable fish food . 

. ~n the 1-lth day of July, I sailed direct for the \vaten around Copper Island, 
~rrrv:ng ~~e1:e on the 21st. I saw several seals on the way tp. 'rhe first seals taken 
In this VICinity ·were secured on the 23rd clay of July~ in htitude 53° 37' N., longi
tude 167° 20

1 east, and the last seals got there on the 5th dry of August in latitude 
5~0 57' N., longitude 168° 9' E., these positions being abo1t my range off Copper 
Island. 

The seals taken off Copper Island wore mixed, male a1d female, perhaps more 
females than males. About half the females had a pretty free flow of milk. The 
other half appeared to be in different stages of drying up. 

I noticed that the sto1nachs of the seals taken in this vicinity contained very 
little sho-w of food. 

At noon on the fifth day of August, I sailed for Victmia, nTriving at this port 
on the 24th of the flame month 

Last year, I sounded around Copper Island vvith tvvo hundred fathoms of line, 
but V\ ... as unable to get soundings. I have never heard of aiJYOlle who has succeeded, 
and I know of no bunks there. I noticed a good many s<_uid around the island, 
about thirty miles off, cut up probably by feeding seals. I have seen seals eating 
squid; and in the Behring Sea, I have seen them eating coc. 

All I can say ahout th·~ migration routes of seals to the Ko1nandorsky Islands is, 
that I 1net thmn on the :29th Ma,rch, off the coast northward of Yokohama in latitude 
34° 4t>' N., longitude 140° 6' E., and I found them all along he coast to Staten Island, 
one of the Kurilcs, ranging, say, between (35) thirty-five anl (4-5) forty-five miles off 
shore. I lost the herd off the northern part of Staten Islanc 

I can tell from the discolouration of the bellies and the Dondition of the flippers, 
if seals have been for any length of time on the land. 

Last year, 18f-l2, I -vvas off Coppe1· Island as a hunter, on board the schooner ''E. 
B. Marvin," 1ny boat vvas seized off ihe shore by the Govermr of the Islands. That 
morning vYe left the schooner at 4 a.m, to hunt seals. Then was a thick fog prevail
ing. I stood in towards the direction of the island until 10 o'clock, a.m., shooting 
seals on the way. Boats, vvhen seal hunting, go about th·ee and a half 1niles an 
hour. I had twelve skins and one seal in the boat, and wts standing up shooting 
at a*" bull" when I sighted two boats, one on each bow. They proved to be from 
Copper Island in charge of the Governor. At this time 1 had no idea that I was 
any-vvhere near shore, as the fog was thick, and I did not know the position of the 
ship when 1 left her, being only a hunter. When I asked till Governor if I was near 
to the island he informed me that it was right there. I never went on the shore 
until taken there by the capturing boats, and all the skins I had -were taken from 
seals shot in the water, vvhen I had no idea that I was -vvitlin the limit. The club 
in the boat -vvas only such as is carried by all sealing boats, no matter how far from 
shore, to despatch -vvounded seals which 1nay come to, and •ften take charge of the 
boat. It was not intended for use on the land, nor had i. been used there. All 
seals that are shot and not instantly killed, are clubbed iiJ the boat to ensure the 
safety of the crew. This accounts for the heads of the sealf bearing marks, which 
marks are no indication whatever of the seals having been ;lubbed on land. 

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously b~licving the same to be 
true, and by virtue of the Act respecting extra-judicial oath;. 

Declared before me, at Victoria, in the! 
ProYince of British Columbia, this 
tenth day of N oven1ber, 1893. 

[Seal.] A. R. Mn~NE, 

Collector of Customs. 

* He means a male seal, not necessarily a breeding '' bull." 

21 

W. SHEILDS. 
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APPENDIX No. 8. 

DECLARATION OF W ENTWORTH E. BAKER, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER " OSCAR 

AND HATTIE," 1893. 

Port of Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

I, \Ventworth E. Baker, of the City of Victoria, in the Province of British 
Columbia and Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that: 

I ha,;e been in the sealing business for the past six ye~rs. During 1888, 1889, 
and 1890 I sealed alonO' the coast and in the waters of Behnng sea, as master of the 
schooner'" Viva." In l891, I sealed along the coast, but did not enter Behring sea 
beinO' warned out. That year I was also master of the schooner "Viva." In 1892 
as ~aster of the schooner "C. H. Tupper," I sealed along the coast and around 
CoppeT and Bchring Islands. This year, 1893, as master of the schooner "Oscar and 
Hattie," I sealed in the sam0 ·waters. 

In 1800, I sailed on the twelfth day of March, and followed the coast from Cape 
Flattery up to Kodiak, Teaching there about the 5th day of June. Altogether 
bet-ween these points, I took eleven hundred and sixty-two seals, between twenty 
and one hundred miles off shore. Of this catch. I do not believe we had three 
hundrc>d female seals, the catch being mostly 1nales. I seemed to miss the herd of 
females ; and of the fevv females we took very few were in pup, the others being 
young virgin co\VS mixed with the young males. We also got a fevv barren cows. 
These co·ws were about four year olds and full grown, with no siO'n of pup oT milk. 
I noticed these partieularly off Fairweather Grounds. 

0 

With regard to the females in pup, this year I took particular notice. We vvere 
alllo?king for the~ to secure the skins of the unborn pups; some of us having 
:promised them to fnends at home, a:nd we only succeeded in getting three. Early 
In the season we got a fe\¥ females In pup, but the pups were not sufficiently far 
advanced to have hair. 

Off Mount Fairweather we got a few old bulls. This was about the latter part 
of ApTil. 

I left vicinity of Kodi~k Island on the 13th June, for waters around the 
Kom~ndor~ky Islands, reaching there 28th June, Copper Island beaTing N. W. 
65 miles distant. 

0 
I firs~ loweTed fo~ ~eals 2.nd OT 3rd July, and got a few skins, in about 

53 N. latitude and 16~ E. long1tu~e .. From ~his position, I sealed sometimes to the 
southwa~d and working west until In longitude 165° up to about the middle of 
July, taking about four hundred seals. Then I sailed to the northw d f B h · 
Island and sealed from sixty to eighty miles off ~he island. I remai.:~d ~her: .:~~i~ 
the 1st day of September, and too~ north of the Islands about six hundred seals. 

The seals taken south of the Islands were mostly male SP.als I t k h 
few cows. but those cows had a considerable flow of milk Thi. · 

00 

1 ~reJvelry 
Tl 1 t k t th ·th f th · 1 d · s was ear Y In u Y· 1e sea s a en o e nm o e IS an s were mixed mal d £ 1 b t 

a third males. es an ema es, a ou 

The females in that vicinity were dryinO' up. the milk · 
distributing among the fat. Later on in A ug~st there was h:.~l gethn~ hard a~d 
noticeable. I vvas one day one hundred and ten miles to the f any sign of milk 
off shore I got the females I took showed least sio·n of milk a ~r h, and the furth~r 
off the islands. 0 n appeared to Temain 

The seals taken north of the islands appeared to feed m 
small fish, than upon squid, and during my stay in this vic.0~~ u1on salmon and 
alive with salmon. · Ini Y t e waters vvere 

I do not know of any" banks., aTound the KomandoTsk Isl d ·. 
can be ?btained. ! have tried for soundings three seasons: bu:~ 8

; where sound1ngs 
to obtain any with two hundred fathoms of fishincr line a, e never been able 
twenty fathoms of sop.nding line. There is in certai~ plac~ an~. one hun.dred and 
water which has the appearance of soundings, but no sonn~·a Iscolouration of the 
This probably accounts for the reported " banks." Ings can be obtained. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously bel' · 
true, and by virtue of the Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. Ieving the same to be 

Declared before me, at the City of Victoria,~ 
in the Province of British Columbia, W. E. BAKER. 
this ninth day of November, 1893. 

[Seal.J A. R. MILNE, 

Collector of Customs. 
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APPENDIX No. 9. 

DECLARATION OF MELVILLE CUTLl'lR, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER 
" AGNES lVIAcDoNALD," 1893. 

Port of Victoria, 
British Columbia. 

I, Melville Cutler, of the City of Victoria, in the Province of British Columbia 
Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that:-- ' 

This is the third season that I have been in the sealinO' business. The first 
year, 1891, I sailed as master of the "Carmolite" to the N o~th Pacific Ocean and 
Behring Sea; but was warned out of the lntter place. I got 2,380 skins. 

In 1892, I sailed as master of the "Agnes Macdonald" bringing her around 
Cape IIorn. That year I sealed along the northwest coast, and around Copper 
Island, on the Russian side of the line. 

During the present year I was master of the schooner ".Agnes Macdonald." 
I cleared fro1n Victoria on the 2·Hh January, and sailed direct to Yokohama. I 
arrived in Y okohmna on the 18th MaTch, and left that port on the :28th March, seal
ing north. I first took seals on the 2nd day of April off Kingan on, Island of Nipon. 
I sealed along the Japan coast from that date up to the 23rd June, when I took my 
last seal on that coast. My positions ranging between latitude 3~0 and 43° N. lon
gitude: 142° and 147° E. 

I reached Hakodate on the 27th June. 
I left Hakodate on the 8th July, and anehored a few days off the Heads. I 

arrived in the Yicinity of Copper Island on the 20th July, and took my first seal in 
these ·waters on the 25th July and the last on the 5th September, my positions rang
ing bet\.veen 52° and 54° north latitude and 166° and 16~0 east longitude. 

My catch along the Japan coast was made up of young male seals, cows in 
pup, and a few barren cows, and the rnajority of the seals I got ·were taken at dis
tances ranging from 180 to 250 miles off 1 Tipon Island. I took some off Yesso Island. 

I personally superintend the salting of the skins and the skinning of the 
seals that are brought on board the vessel-some are skinned in the boats. This 
year I observ~ed two barren cows on the Japan coast ; that is to say covvs, that had 
not bred; not being in pup and ha ,~ing no sign vv h;ttevcr of milk. They -vvere adults. 

Of the seals taken on the Russian side about two-thirds were females, the 
remainder being young bulls. 

The females taken between 25th July and 5th September, had son1e show 
of milk, but in no instance did I observe a full flow ; all having the appearance of 
various stages of drying up. Very little show of milk in those last killed. I paid 
particular attention to this, as we remained in the vicinity for five days before 
getting any seals, and when they began to arrive, I mentioned to some of my men 
that we had prospects of a good catch, as the fmnales were drying up, and that as 
their pups must have been weaned, we might expect them to come off the islands. 

I know of no "banks" to the southvvard of Komandorsky Islands, where 
any soundings can be got, but there are lots of surface fish to be found 50 or 60 miles 
to the southward. I have seen lots of dead squid which had been bitten and killed 
by seals. I also observed many salmon jumping out of the vvater, during my stay in 
the Russian vicinity this year from 25th July to 5th September. In fact I was 
among fish all the time. 

When off Copper Island this year I examined the stomachs of seyeral seals! 
both male and fmnale, to observe what they fed upon. I found ill the stomachs of 
both, the remains of squid and s1nall :fish, "\Vhich I took to be s1nelt or capelin. 
This vras between 25th July and 5th September. In previous years, I have observed 
the sa1ne thing on the American side. 

Regarding the migration route of the seals to the islands, the first I saw of 
them this year was about 200 miles north of Y okohama from 180 to 200 miles off shore. 
This was the first week in ..LL\..pril. I got them all along the Nipon coast, and a few 
along the Y esso coast about the same distance off. Off the north part of Y esso I lost 
the .Japan herd, and did not again see seals until off the Komandorsky Islands. 

I can tell if a seal has been on the rookeries or hauling grounds, as their 
flippers are worn and their bellies are discoloured. I got young males off Copper 
Island this year, ·which had no appearance of having been on the islands. 

And I make this solemn declaration conscientiously believing the same to 
be true, and by virtue of the Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. 

Declared before me at Victoria! in the province of British l M. F. CUTLER. 
Columbia, this ninth day of November, 1893. ~ 

[Seal.] A. R. MILNE, 

Collector of Customs. 
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APPENDIX No. 10. 

DECLARATION OF W. li. vVHITELY, MASTER OF TilE SEALING SCHOONER "MERMAID," 1893. 

Port of Victoria, 
British Colu1nbia. 

I, w·. H. 1\rbitely, of the City of Victoria, in the ProYince of British Columbia, 
Dominion of Canada, do solcrnnl y dcdare that :-. 

I have b<>en three years in the fur seal busu~ess. I1.1 1891, as 1nastor of the 
schoolH'r "Labrador," I sealed along the coast and 1n Behnng Se~, hut vnts warned 
out of thr latter place. In 1892, I sealed along the coast m~d off Copper Island, as 
master of the schooner "JYiermaid," and in 1893, as 1naster of the sa.~c Ycssel, I went 
to the .T a pan coast and to the waters around Kon1andorsky Islands. 

I c ll'arC'Cl from the port of Victoria on the 28th January, and shaped my course 
direct for Yokohama. I savv plenty of seals off Cape Flattery on the 29th January, 
but the vveathPr was very heavy and I did not lower my boats. 

On the 2fith day of March, I aniYecl offYokoha1na, latitude 36° 10' N., longitude 
145° 00' E. Sa,-\Y thon~andl:i of seals (200) two hundTed miles off As the day wore 
on the wind 1nodcratcd, aud I lowPn·d 1ny boats foT scaling, taking my fhst seals 
(55) in the above po!:iition. On the firl:it day of April, I went in to Yokohama, and 
left there again on tht> 5th. I next lov\reTc·d my boats for scaling on the tenth day of 
April, in latitude 38° N., longitude 145° E. On the followino· day the vessel ran into 
a whale, rC'eeiving very severe dc11nage, and on the 12th, the next day, I V{ent into 
Yokohmna for repairs, n•n1aining there until the fouTth day of }.lay. I consider that 
I lost about one thousand seal-skins by this nccident. 

AftPr l'l'pairing dan1ages, I left Yokohanut on the 4th da,y of May, and on the 
8th again lowered rny boats for seals. Fr01n this date up to the 19th day of J uno, I 
scaled along the Japan coast, with success, bot"reen 38° and 42° north latitude 
and 143° and 146° east longitude. ' 

My fhst catches C?eforo I ha~ t~ put in to Y okohama for repairs), between 25th 
]\larch a~d 12th A pnl, weTe pnnc1pally of y~ung males, vvith some cows in pup. 
Later on In May, I o·o~ a o·ood rnany. cows heavy In pup; then in .Tune, half the catch 
was of rnnles. OI~ thrs coast I noticed a largo number of barren cows, many more 
than on the Arncncan coa.st. They vvere adults with neither siO'ns of pups nor of 
milk in any stage vvhatevPr. o 

I also crot two bio· bul~l:i about the end ofMay. 
The last ~ay upon vlhwh 1 soale.d. on the Japan coast was the 19th June. The 

weath.er vva' foggy and I got no posrb?ns, but this vvas before I n~ached IIakodate. 
On tlus day I got tvvo o~· three! ~ernales rn fullrnilk, they must have corno from smne 
rookery, o~· d~·opped then pups In the sea. We \vcrc about 50 miles oil' land. Those 
were all of this class, I obseTvcd on that coast. On this day, I al 0 got the last seals 
in pup. 

I arriyod at IIakodatc on the 26th .T uno and left there direct for the vicinit of 
Komanclorsky Islands on the 4th day of J nly. Fron1 latitude 4:-o 10, N l .tY d 
159° E d l t't d 49° 41' N l ··t d 1 ~ "-1° E l u .L ., ongi u e ..... ., an _a 1 u e ., ongi u e DcJ. ~., 0 ?-C 1nndred milel:i off the Kuriles 
I saw scattered seals. On the 20th July, I arnved 111 the vicinity f B } .· , I 1 a' 
(GO) sixty miles of[ 0 e 1nng s an , 

The first seals I took in this vicinity were got on the 23rd d f J 
1 

· 
1 

t' 
tude. 53° 5.0' N., lougi~nde lti6°. E; the last seal \l\"tH.; taken 011 the :fh 0 u y, In ~ I· 
ber 111 latitude 53° 06 N. lono·Jtude 1G9° 10' E n :.t T tl day of Se .. ptern· 

' ' n . ' l, '-' een le~c d·tt 'S l t•t d ranged from 53° 00' to 54° 03' N., and my lourrjtnde fron1 lGuv 00, t 1~Y ~ 1 u e 
The seals taken within th~._•so bearinr·s. ~r,\rc mixed. Some 0 169 10 E. 

·would get all cows, and on oth(!l' days all1nales. On the \Yholt' . days 1ny hunters 
more of females. The females taken in the mouth of Jn] '.a small peTcentage 
at any othrr ti1ne. Those tak~:n dtuing the firl:it part ~flu~:~:~ ~~~"f:~lt~r 1.nill~ than 
dry up, while those taken to\vards the Pnd of Au(rust, aHhono·h hie . cgnnung to 
been in milk, showed clearly that they "rerc dryi1~0' and h·ld d_

1
. 'a own1p; they had 

On the 5th day of Septen1ber, I started for VfctoTia ·~rri vi~~ hp. 
day of that month. '< g Pre on the 21st 

· Thi~ year, a bout the 25th J uno, I notir d hundr "'ds of SP·d , . 
pass into Ukhotsk Sea. 'rho schooners" Beatrice," ofVa1 cou-p;. s edtenng the first 
of San Franci ·eo, V\rent into that sea, but could not find the seals' nn the "Rattler,'' 

With respect to the migration routes to and fr01n the Kornand . 
year I rnet the1n on the 25th March, in latitude 35o 10' N. lon~~rsky Islands, this 
(200) two hundred miles off Cape Inaboye, about GO 1niles n~rth ~~· yde 145o 00' E., 
followed them to Sikotan I::;land, one of the first of the Kuril•'s. th okohama, and 

'"' , ere I 1 about the latter end of .Tune and rnet ihmn again ofi' Komandorsky I 
1 

ost them 
s ands. 
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T~is year, in the op~n ocean, on the 8th March, I caught one female seal with 
a pup 1ns1de. My pos1t10n \Vas latitude 35° 00' N., longitude 170"' 00' E., about 3,000 
miles from the Japan coast, and 1,200 miles south of the K01nandorsky I~lands. The 
second mate of the " City of Pekin" told me that on their ·winter r~ute, in the vicinity 
of the above positions, they encounter large numbers of seals. 

Last year, vvhen there \Vas no limit around Copper I~land, beyond the three-lnile 
limit, I got twentr fe:r_nale seals about twenty-five n1ilus off shore, on the 9th day of 
July, nearly all of w luch had pups in them. 

This year, Captain Baker, of the schooner "Oscar and Ilattie," is reported to have 
taken about one thousand seals, one hundred miles north-east of Kom.andorsky 
Islands, on the Asiatic ·ide of Dehring Sea. 

I think the herds which visit the Pribylov Islands and the Komandorsky 
Islands are different, but fro1n the rnanner in which they distribute themselves, it is 
most difficult to say whether they mix or not. 

I do not know of any banks to the southward of Komandorsky Islands. Last 
year I tried for fish about thirty (30} miles off, but could find no bottom \Yith one 
hundred (100) fathoms of line. I have never heard of anyone else finding any 
soundings . 

There is a small " bank " in latitude 53° N., longitude 170° E., seventy-five (i 5) 
mile south-west of the A ttou Island. It i · a very sn1all bank. On the shoalest 
part there is seventy (70) fathoms of water. I sa\v plenty of seals there last year, 
but it is so small it is 1nost difficult to keep on it. 'J:'here are red cod on this bank. 
There are large quantities of squid m·ound the Komandorsky Islands- everywhere
as far from shore as (1 00) one hundred rniles. I have often found them torn to pieees 
by seals, and ou opening the seals, both male and female during July and August, I 
have found the stomachs containing squid. 

Off Komandorskv Islands, male and female seals are to be met with, from the 
middle to the end of August, in very poor and lean condition, having the appearance 
of being starved. When opened, the st01nachs are entirely empty, although squid 
and salmon are abundant in the waters they weTe taken from. Others are fat and 
full of food. In 1892, ·when hNenty or thirty miles off shore, I observed herds of 
seals coming fr01n and going to the islands, early in the 1norning and late in the 
evening. On the other hand, I have seen them, both male and female, sixty miles 
off at all hours of the day, and asleep in the early dawn. These seals did not come 
off in tho 1norning and return at night. 

I can distinguish seals which have corne frorn the islands or Tookeries, by the 
flippeTs being worn. 

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to be 
true, and by virtue of the Act Tespecting extTa-judicial oaths. 

Declared befoTe 1ne, at Victoria, in the~ W. H. WHITELY, 
Province of British Columbia, this Master of schooner " Mm·maid." 
sixth day of Nove1nber, 1893. 

[Seal] A. R. MILNE, 

Collector of Customs. 

APPENDIX No. 11. 

DECLARA'IION J. B. BROWN, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER "WALTER P. HALL," 1893· 

Port of Victoria, t 
British Columbia. ) 

I, John B. Brown, of the city of Victoria, in the Province of British 
Colutnbia and Domiuion of Canada, do solemnly declare that:-

I have been sealing two seasons, 1892 and 1893. Both years I went to the 
Russian side. Last yeaT I V\rent right up along the Aleutian Islands, and sealed 
both north and south of the Komandorsl~y Islands. 

This year I sailed from Victoria on the 13th day of .T anuary, dire?t to Yokohar:na. 
arriving at that port on the 25th March, and left there on the 5th Apnl for the sealing 
grounds. 

On the 7th day of April I first t.ook seals on the .T apan coast in latitude 
36° 38'N .. lonO'HudP.144° 07' E., and the last seal I took on that coast was got on the 
29th day of J ~ne, in latitude 42° 53' N., longitude 145° 18' E. Between these dates 
my positions ranged from 3G0 to 43° north latitude, and 144° 00' and 147° 00' east 
longitude. 

22 
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Of the catch on the Japan coast two-thirds were co·ws, bTit. I might get a 
run of co\VS and some other schooner micrht get a run of males, that Is the way they 
generally go. Towards the end of the se~son, I got on the Japan C(last a large num
ber of small male SPals, mixed in \Vith large ma~es and .co·ws. About the end of 
June I noticed a few females in full flow of milk. Th1s ·was offY esso, and these 
seals had either pupped on the shore or dropped their young at sea '.rhe last cows 
in pup were taken about the 23rd of June. 

'I' he seals taken along the Japan coast were rather ~ank, the stomachs 
showing very little traces of food, but what there was, was pnnc.pally small fish 
and squid. . r ( ? 

On the 1st day of .T uly, I sailed for the vvaters a:roun~ K?I?-~ndorsky Islands, 
and rpa~hed there on the 17th. The first seals I took In this YICirnty were got on 
the 23rd day of July, in latitude 53° 15' N, longitude 168° 41' E., :tnd the last seals 
on the 16th day of September, in latitude 53° 31' N., and lon~itude 168° 44' E. 
During my stay around the islands my positions ranged between 52° 28' and 53° 39' 
north J atitude, and 167° 15' 170° 13' east longitude. 

TakL'll all through, the sea1s I got off the Komandorsky I~hnds were. about 
half male and half female. I could not say as to the stage of mill, but I did not 
notice any paTticularly free fiovv of milk. Very few of the seals were fat, most of 
them being poor and thin. 

On the 20th day of SoptembeT, in latitude 51° 10' N., 175° ~3' E., due south 
of Attou Island one hundred (1 00) miles, I took one female seal. 

I am not aware of any banks around the Komandorsky sands, neither do 
I know of any sealers -vvho haYe sounded there and got bottom. There is an abund
ance of squid and salmon as far off as 150 miles. 

Regarding the migration routes of seals, I met them the fi·st week in April 
in 36° ;38' north latitude, 144° 07' east longitudP., and followed them along the Japan 
coast until the 29th day of June, in 42° 53' north latitude, 145° 18' east loncritude. 

Then I got off AkiHl?i the seals began to travel north and fnm that date on 
the Japan coast all I took were "travellers." 

Capt.a~n Larrabee, of the sailing ship (could not recall narm), told me that 
w~en sa1h~g from Ha~odate to ~e~ York, on the 14th day of Se1tember, 1892, in 
latitude 43 30 N., longitude 162 30 E., he passed a larg·e numbtr of seals seven 
hundred .and twenty ~720) miles ofi:' sho~e, and the year before, 189l, about s~venty 
(70) or mghty (80) m~les northward of the above positions, between the 12th and 
15th of August, he sailed through large bodies of seals. 

And I make. this solemn declarat~on, conscientiously believincr the same to 
be true, and by vutue of the Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. 

0 

Declared before me, at Victoria, in the ~ 
Province of British Columbia, this 
eighth day of November, 1893. 

[Seal.] A. R. MILNE, 

Collector of Customs. 

APPENDIX No. 12. 

J. B. BROWN. 

DECLARATION OF WILLIAM Cox, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER ' S , 1893 . .~.: APPHIRE, 

Port of VictoTia, } 
British Columbia. 

I, William Cox, of the City of Victoria in the Province . 
Dominion of Canada, do solmnnly declare that:- of 3ntish Columbia, 

I have been engaged in scaling since 1889, as master of the h . 
sailing from the Port of Victoria, British Columbia. This ye sc(l

8
cnneT "Sapphue," 

Victoria, on the 28th day of January, and I worked along the Am .?3) I cleared from 
~round the Island oi Attou and sealed from 65 to 100 miles off shi.can coast passing 
Island to the south. The nearest I went to the island this y <l'e around Copper 
then only on two occasions, my usual position beincr from ;~r ~ls 65 miles, and 
from land. The greatest number o:t' seals were taken °about 80 rr._l es to lOO miles 
island. Never having Realed on the .T a pan coast I cannot spe k IllL es south of the 
ro~tes of th.e seals to and from the islands, nor' can I form a~ a& ~0 ~he migration 
winter habitat. Y <pinion as to their 
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Every year for the last four years ,~essels, ha Ye reported that during .T uly and 
August large bod:es o.f senls vvcre sern 600 1nilos south of Copper I~h nd. Captain 
Townsend of the trad1ng barque "Goonre" and Captain FullmorP of the iron sailin(T 
ship,'' Fiugal," as 'vell as Captain HowaTd .;.1cKeuzie of the" En1sciifre," r =-portcd thi; 
The Captain of the "Goorge" saw thmn four years ao·o, both the others a vear a(To · 
and this year I hav .. e also heard the same reports. 

0 

-
0 

' 

Captain Tanner oi the "Albatross," vvho had preyiously been Captain of one of 
the mall stearners, told n1e that he had seen nu1nbers of seals in this same position. 

The Captains of the sailing ships above named, told me that they had been 
three days sailing through the seals under a light breeze. 

There are no "b~u1ks" when~ sealers have ever been able to find bottom, any 
place to the south 'vard of Copper Island ; but some scaleTs have reported a small 
"bank" S. W. of Attou Island 75 miles, although they haye never found bottom, 
only judging from the colour of the ·water. 

Of the cows that aTe takrn with a show of milk, some are scratched and marked. 
This 1nay be caused by the young bulls serving the females at sea. These young 
males are not allowed on the rookeries. I have myself seen several instances of 
copulation in the water. There can be no doubt that it occurs. 

I took some females in milk off' Copper Island but am unable to say whether 
they ·were in the actual stage of nursing or V\' hether the milk had begun to dry up. 

The seals taken by my vessel on the Russian side this year V\rere nearly all full 
of squid ; but on the American side, I found the stomachs of those I opened to be 
empty, except a few pebbles in one, and one sealing shot in another. 

Passing along to the south,vard of the Aleutian Uha.in this year, about the 1st 
July, I saw seals 120 miles south of Unimak Pass, and ranging along the ehain from 
that distance to 80 miles south of Agattu Island (Agattu lies south of the western 
point of Attou Island on the eastern extre1nity of the Aleutian Islands). On the 8th 
and nth of .T uly, between the Rat Islands and Agattu, 80 miles ocean·waTd, the seals 
were just as plentiful as I ever saw them in Behring Sea. One day at this place, 
I got 2 with young unborn, and 1 with milk. I got in all 20 seals, but the wind 
was high and the water rough, which prevented me from taking advantage of their 
presence. 

I am of opinion that the cess at ion oft he killing operations by the lessees on the 
Pribylov Islands, under the modus vi1'endi, has greatly increased the number of 
bachelors, and that these bachelors haYe, by won·ying the females with pup driven 
them (on the American side) to some off-shoTe route. In no other way can I account 
for the absence of females on the coast this year ; ninety per cent (90 per cent) of our 
catch being males, and the percentage of males on the coast, has been getting larger 
since 1891. Captain Tanner also expressed this opinion to me. 

During the month of may, this year, I saw, on the Fairweather Grounds
extending from Cape Fairweather to lYiiddleton Island-about 60 miles off shore, 
three females with pups swimming alongside; the pups apparently being about 2 
or 3 weeks old. These seals had never reached the Pribylov Islands. 

In Behring Sea, I have got lots of dry cows in July and August. These were 
barren cows. 

TheTe are many seals which never go on the breeding islands, because they can 
be seen off the "'~est end of V ancouveT Island, all the year round. I got one seal 
about 400 miles W.S.W. of Cape Flattery in September, on my way home this year. 

I have seen pups taken from the mothers, swim long distances when put in the 
water, and they can be kept alive on the schooners for weeks. 

I ha,re once in a w·hile noticed by the worn flippers, that certain seals had been 
on the land, but r would not consideT this a certain proof that they had or had not 
been on the rookeries. 

There are more seals on the coast than there were when I first began sealing, 
and they seem to be getting more plentiful each year. 

The last yeal' I was in Behring Sea (1891) the seals were more plentiful than I 
ever heard tell of them being. And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously 
believing the same to be true, and by viTtue of the Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. 

Declared before me, at Victoria, Province} 
of BTitish Columbia, this second day 
of November, 1893. 

[Seal.] A. R. ~1rLNE, 

Collectm· of Customs. 

WILLIAM COX. 



APPENDIX No. 13. 

DECLARATION OF GEORGE HEATER, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER "AINOKO,:' 1893. 

Port of Victoria, { 
British Columbia. ) 

l, George Heater, of the City of Victoria, in the Province of British Colun1bia, 
Dominion of of Canada, do solo1nnly declure that:- . 

I ben-an fur scaling on the Pacific Coast four years ago. Previously, for ten 
years, I i~ad hunt•2d hair seals in Ne·wfoundland waters. ~y first. voyage after fur 
seals was in the schooner "Sapphire," as boat steerer. This was In 1890. In 1891, 
I \Vent as 1naster of thP " Rosie Ols n " ; in 1892 as master of the schooner 
"Ainoko"; and this year (18~3) I also sailed as master of the same ves.sel. This 
was my first year on the Asiatic side. Hitherto, I had confined :r;nY op?rations to the 
North American side of Behrino- Sea, and to the north-west coast. This year I saw 
more seals than any year since I began sealing on this continent, and if I had not 
gone to the vicinity of CoppPr Island, I believe I should have got a much larger 
catch. I took about 1,390 ~::kins. 

Fully two-thirds of my total catch this year were males. The females appear 
to be changing their route, keeping further off shore. Because the flrst week in 
May off Middleton Island, I experienced rough weather and went off shore 
further than usual-about lOO miles off-I savv quite a large number of cows. One 
or two were shot frmn the vessel I can tell a cow from a male in the water quite 
readily; the head is finer and the neck is more graceful. Last year I also noticed 
more males than usual on 1 he North _.1\..merican side of the line of dernarcation. I 
observe the skinning operations on board the ship, and the only fen1ale seal we took 
this year that I could positively state vvas nursing, vvas one got off Shu1nagin Island 
-off Sand Point-on the 13th June. When she vvas opened the milk flowed freely 
oyer the deck, and there could be no doubt that she was in full milk. This seal 
must have dropped her pup at sea, or on Shumagin Island. 

Out of (46) forty-six seals taken off Uopper Island, there were but four (4) 
fmnales; they all had a show of milk, but were dryino- up, the milk bein<Y clotted 
and in small quan~ity. This was ?etweeu th~ 12th a~d loth July. 

0 

The flow of m1lk from a suckhng female 1s so o-reat, that it caunot but be noticed 
by all present during the skinning of the seal. I have observed this as well in the 
case of hair seals, on the Atlantic coast in Newfoundland waters. 

I .did not take. I?-any females in. pup this year-fewer than last year-and those 
I got. In that conditiOn "'Nere taken In the neighbourhood of Middleton Island. 

I .do not k~?~ of any" banks" aroun.d Copper Island, but the most of the seals 
I got Ill that VICinity vvere taken about fifty (50) miles off shore. 

I have never sealed on the J ~pan. coast, and could not express an opinion, based 
on personal kno~led~·e, of the ~Igrahon routes of seals to and from the Komandorsky 
Islands, or ?f thm.r Winter habitat, but the ~ealers tell me they work up the Japan 
coast at vanous distances off shore along N1pon Island. 

I can easily tell whether seals have come from the breedin OT haulin 
grounds :- g g 

1. The long hair on the bellies is worn, and is also discoloured b th k 1 d 
the slime of the Tocks ; Y e e P an 

d 
2. Tdhe edges of the flippers are worn and ragged, from con tact with the stones 

an san . 
I have never seen fur seals copulate in the water but I have s h · 1 d 

so, and I believe the fur seals can do the same as thei'r habits are seen ahuts~a ~l 0 

A t f h th 'll . Oinew a simi ar pup cu Tom t ~ mo er WI swan, and I have seen them follo r th h · 
for an hour. ~ e se ooner 

The Indians got cow seals off Hesquiat on the coast of V anco _ 
ing the last week in May of the present year, but I cannot now u~ ert Island, du~
condition. 8 a e as to theu 

And I ma.ke this solmnn declarat.ion, consc.ien~iously believino· th to be 
true, and by yutue of the Act respecting extTa-Judicial oaths. 0 e same 

Declared before me at Victoria, Province ~ 
of British Columbia, this eighth day 
of November, 1893. 

[Seal.] A. R. MrLNE, 
Collector of Customs. 

GEORGE HEATER, jWaster. 
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APPENDIX No. 14. 

DECLARATION OF ALFRED BISSETT, MASTER OF THE scHooNER " ANNIE E. PAINT," 1893. 

Port of Victoria, l 
British Columbia. ~ 

I, .Alfred Bissett, of the City of Victoria, in the Province of British Columbia, 
Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that :-

I ~ave been in the se~ling business for the past four years. I first went as 
hunter 1n the schooner "Mary Ellen," along the coast, in 1889. That year, I also 
sealed on the schooner "Teresa," as mate and hunter alono- the coast and in the 
Behring Sea. In 1891, 1892, and 1893, I was master' of th

0

e schooner "Annie E. 
Paint." In 1891, I went up the coast and was warned against entering Behring Sea. 
In 1892, I sealed along the coast and crossed over to the Russian side. 

This year, 1893, I sealed up the coast, and in the waters around Komandorsky 
Islands. 

I cleared from Victoria on the 15th day of February and went down the coast 
of Oregon to the Columbia River, where I took about one hundred (lOO) seals, Cape 
Foul-weather bearing East 25 miles. About the 1st of March I came north, off 
Vancouver Island, but the weather was too bad for sealing. 

On the 24th day of March, I sailed northward, and arrived off Sitka on the 
4th of April. I took about 30 or 40 seals on the way up. During April and May, 
I sealed off Cross Sound and Mount St. Elias, taking about six hundred (600) seals. 
I then sailed to Sand Point, arriving on the 16th of June, ·where I refitted and sailed 
for the vicinity of Copper Island on the 28th of June. 

The catch I made off the Columbia \Yas composed principally of males. That 
off Sitka V\Tas the same In f;wt 1ny 'vhole catch of (740) seven hundred and forty 
skins, along the coast was almost entirely of male seals. Of these there were (30) 
thirty old bulls. There were hardly any females at all. Somehow or other this 
year we missed the female herd; they passed us on the outside. So far as I have 
heard, the other sealers have had the same experience in this respect, along the coast 
this year. 

In order to show how few females in pup we took, I may say that all my men 
were most anxious to get the skins of unborn pups, and they only succeeded in 
securing about fifteen or b:venty. 

On the -vvay to Copper Island. about one hundred miles S. -} E. (true) off 
Amchitka Island, I took eight seals, while crossing the 180th meridian, on the 
4th day of July. Four of these eight seals 'vere females hl'a""(;y with pup. I do not 
know whetheT they weTe going to the Rus~ian oT the American side, but I am certain 
that they could not have reached either of the known seal Islands, in time to pup as 
they were too far gone 

I arrived in the vicinity of Copper Island on the 11th day of July, and on the 
12th July took my first seals in that neighboThood. The last seal taken here by my 
vessel -vvas got on the 5th day of SeptembcT. DuTing 1ny stay aTound these Islands 
I sealed between 54° 00 and 51° 50' noTth latitude, and 164° 45' and 170° east 
longitude. 

The seals taken in July were principally small males, a few straggling cows 
sorne barren cows, and some co\VS in milk. 

In August, I got about an equal number of males and females. The cows had a 
very slight flow of milk, which had begun to turn yellow, thicken, and dry up. 
After the lOth of August, my position ranged between ninety (BO) and one hundred 
and tw·enty (120) miles off shore, and the seals I took were principally males. I 
noticed that the nearer we approached the islands, the greater percentage of females 
we took. 

With regard to "banks" around the Islands, I have seen discoloured water 
which certainly had the appearance of soundings, but I have never heard of any 
soundings having been got, though I have tried with one hundred and fifty fathoms 
of line. 

Squid, salmon and other fish in quantities can be found any where from sixty 
(60) to one hundred and t~e~ty (120) miles off. In my opinion there is no difference 
in the appearllnce of the Pnb1lov Island and Komandorsky Islands herds of seal. The 
majority taken off Copper Island are darker i_n colour than those on the Am:rican 
side, but there are very many that show no difference whatever from the Pnbylov 
seals either in colour, fur or shape. The stomachs contain about the same kind of 
food, principally squid. I \Vas told by the mate of the "Annie E. Paint'' that there 
is an occasional south sea seal shot off Copper Island, the fur is better and more 
golden in colour. 

23 
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And I make this solemn declaration, conscie?~iously believing 
true and by virtue of the Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. 

Declared before me, at Ictona, .In .e V. · · th ~ ALFRED BISSETT. 
Pro·rince of British Columbia, this 
seventh day of N ovmnber, 1893. 

[Seal.] A. R. MILNE. 

Collector of Customs. 

APPENDIX No.15. 

the same to be 

DECLARATION OF WILLIAM 0'LEARY, MASTER OF THE SEALING S CROONER "GENEV .A," 1893. 

Port of Victoria, t 
British Columbia. ) 

I, William O'Leary, of the City of Victoria, Province of British Columbia, 
Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that:-

I first began sealing in 1886 In that year I brought the ".Pathfinder," ~he 
first vessel \Vhich left Halifax for sealing around the Horn. Went Into the Behnng 
Sea and North Pacific Uccan. In 1887, I again took the " Pathfinder" to the North 
Pacific Ocean and Behring Sea. In 1~88, I took the '' Teresa" along the coast, ~ut 
did not enter Behring Sea. In 1889, I took the " Pathfinder " to the North Pacific 
Ocean and Behring Sea, but the vessel was seized in the latter place by the United 
States authorities. In the fall of 1889, I brought the "Ocean Belle" around the 
Horn, and in 18PO, I took that vessel along the coast, sealing until the last of June, 
at ·which date, off Shumagin Islands, I took charge of the" Waiter L. Rich" and 
went into BehTing Sea. In 1891, I took the ''Ocean Belle'' to the North Pacific 
Ocean and in the vicinity of Copper Island. In 1892, I took the "Geneva" to the 
same localities, and this year (1893), I took the "Geneya" to the Japan coast and 
off Copper Island. 

I cleared from Victoria on the 21st .T anuary, and sailed direct for the Japan 
coast, reaching Bonin Islands, off .T a pan, on the 9th day of March. I left there on 
the 2.1th }~larch and fiTst low·ered my boats for seal hunting on April 1st, in latitude 
38° ! 5' N., longi.tude 143° 12' E. From that t~~e until ~he 7th July, I continued 
seahng along N1pon and Yesso Islands, my positiOns varying between north latitude 
38° 15', east longitude 143° 12' and north latitude 43°, and east lonO'itude 155° 58' 
which brought me up to the 7th July, upo.n which date I took my 

0
last catch upo~ 

the Japan coast. The seals taken upon this coast were mixed 1nales and females. 
On the 7th July, in latitude 43o 00' N., longitude 155° 5~' E., I took 40 seals. 

Every one of these seals vvere young, about three years old-mixed male and female 
but 1nostly males. This was 300 miles off the Kurile Islands and there wa~ 
nothing to indicate that these seals had been on land. ' 

I .am of op~nion that ther? is a large body of seals ·which never go upon the 
rooker~es. I beheYe ther are ch1~lly young males which are not allowed upon the 
Tookencs by the bulls, With a spnnkhng of young females that have not beo·un to 
breed. o 

I reached the virinity of Copper Island on the 20th July and th 23 d 
in latitude 53° 17' N., longitude 167° 27' E., first lowered my boat~ ther 0~ e r r ' 
I continued sealing there until the 27th August, between latitude 53o. ed ~~~ea 1~f· 
longitude 165° and 167° east, vvhen I started diTect for home. c:tn nor ' 

The seals taken off Copper Island ·were mixed males and fem 1 b bl 
more females than rnales. None of the females WeTe in full milk but rl e~, lro t lt 
show of 1nilk, which was e\~idently dTying up. I took care to oba . ; as Ig 
condition as to Inilk vvhenever it \Vas posRible for me to do so In p .se~ve about t~e 
B.eluing Sea, I have observed old females in full milk 80 mil~s off shie:Iousdyehars,tiln 
ft d ld t ~ 1 · h' h 't · Die, an s or y a erwar s we wou ge 1ema os, In w IC I \Vas quite apparent th t th 'lk 

drying up. From this I judge that they do not suckle their younO' 1 a e tmhi fwas 
four to six weeks. ::s onger an rom 

I am not avvare of any "banks " around Copper Island I h 
able to get soundings, nor have I heaTd that any has ever be~n 0' ~ve ¥1~er been 
salmon and squid from 50 to 90 miles off shore, to the southward ~l 0 ave seen 

This being my fhst year on the Japan coast, I cannot sa whopper Island. 
strike the coast of Japan, but they were there when I reached th! v· . e.~e the ~eals 
Island this year on the 1st April, all the way from 60 to 300 mil~ClUI Y of Nipon 
they work about this distance fTom shore, along Nipon and Yesso I off shore, and 
to their moyements after leaving the islands in the fall, but I beli~ve tchannot say as 

ey are to be 
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~ound all winter v.rhere I found them this spring, until they go back to the breeding 
Islands. 

I haye seen ~eals mating in the water in Behring Sea. 
I can tell If seals have been on the haulino· oTounds or rookeries · their 

bellies are discoloured and their flippers are \Vorn. 
0 0 

' 

And I mak~ thi · solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to 
be true, and by vntue of the Act respecting· extra-judicial oaths. 

Declared before me at Victoria, in the~ Wl\L O'LEARY. 
Province of BTitish Oohunbia, this 
eighth day of N oye1nber, 1893. 

A. R. 1fiLNE, 

Collector of Oustoms. 

APPENDIX No. 16. 

DECLARATION OF THOMAS H. BROWN, A HUNTER ON BOARD TIIE SEALING SCIIOONER 
"AGNES -nfACDONALD," 1893. 

Port of Victoria, } 
British Columbia. 

I, Thomas H. Brown, of the City of Victoria, in the Province of British Columbia, 
Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declaTe that:-

'l.'his yeaT, 1893, I went on a sealing Yoyage on boaTd the schooner "Agnes Mac
donald,'' to the Japan coast, and to the waters around the Comn1ander Islands. 

My first experience in the sealing business vvas in 1888, vvhen I went as a boat 
steerer on board the " }viaggie Mac," to the coast, and off Copper Island, and from 
Copper Island \vateTs into the BehTing t:;ea. From this out I have acted as a hunter. 
In 1889, along the coast and in Behring Sea, on board the schooner "1fary Ellen" ; 
in 1890, along the coast and into Behring Sea. on board the schooner "Maggie Mac." 
In 1891, along the coast and off Copper Island in the schooner "Maud ~."; and in 
1892, in the sa1ne localities, vvith the same vessel. This year, as before stated on 
the Japan coast and off Komandorsky Islands, in the schooner " Agnes McDonald." 

We cleared fron1 Victoria on the 24th January, and sailed direct to Y okohama. 
I started seal hunting on the second day of April, off the Island of Nipon, and 

continued along the coast until the 23rd day of June. On that coast, I killed (354) 
three hundred and fifty-four seals. These seals were mixed-cows and males-but 
more covvs than males. Most of the cows were with pup, but there was quite a 
nu1nber of barren cows. I cannot just Tecall the number, but I noticed several. 
They v.rere adult seals, with no pups and no sign of milk. As a rule, I see every seal 
I kill skinned, and, therefore, have a good opportunity for observation. 

The average seal on this coast is larger than on the A1nerican coast. I got seals 
in pup up to the last day I sealed on the Japan coast, 23rd day of June. 

\V e vvent into Hakodate on the 27th June, and left there on the 8th July for the 
waters around Copper Island. 

The first seals I killed in these latter ·waters, I took on the 25th day of July, and 
the last on the 5th day of September. I killed in this vicinity seventy-six (76) seals. 

The 1najoTity of these seals v.rere females, about one-third being young males. 
Not one of these females had a full flow of n1ilk, but they all had signs of milk, 
although it \Vas pretty vvell dried up. To·wards the end of the season there was 
only a slight tTace of the milk left. 

I have been four years sealing in the vvaters off Copper island; one year as a 
boat steerer and three years as a hunter, and the above has been about my experience 
in that vicinity, except that the first year I vvas nearer land and saw some "bulls," 
but I never saw them any other year. 

I hunt with both ohot gun and rifle, but principally with a shot gun. If I get 
within range at which sleeping seals are usually shot, I can very easily tell a female 
from a male seal in the vvater. The male has black whiskers, the females v..,.hite, and 
the head and neck of the female are finer than tho~e of the male. 

I have never kno\vn of any banks around the Islands. Hunters neYer know 
much about the position of the ship, but I have seen salmon jumping around the 
boat outside the thirty-mile limit. There are plenty of squid in the same locality. 

In the year 1888, when I \Vent as boat steerer on board the "Maggie Mac," we 
got very near the islands and v..,.ere shot at from the shore, a number of bullets 
piercing our boat. I noticed about one hundred dead pups, floating in the water, 
from a few hundred yards to half a mile off shore. That year I do not think there 



no 
} l l ·n()' around the Islands. I can give no were more than two or t uee vesse s sea I o 

opinion as to the cause of the death of these pups. . . · th t b 
And I make this aolemn declaration, consc~en~I~usly believing e same 0 e 

true and by virtue of the Act respecting extra-JUdicial oaths. 
' v· · · th } THOMAS H. BROWN. Declared before me, at ICtona,_ In _e 
Province of British Columbia, this 
eighth day of November, 1893. 

[Seal.] A. R. MILNE, 

Collector of Customs. 

APPENDIX No. 17. 
DECLARATION OF R. N. CROWELL, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER "BRENDA," 1892.* 

Port of Victoria, { 
British Columbia. \ 

I, R. N. Crowell, of the city of Victoria, in the Province of British Columbia and 
Dominion of Canada do solemnly declare that:-

During the ye~r 1892 I we~t on a. s~a~ hunting voyage, as master of the 
schooner '' Brenda," to the waters In the vicinity of Komandorsky I~lands. I went 
into the northern part of the gulf of Kamtsch~tk~ for vvate~, and while there I saw 
plenty of fur seals, including sleeping cows .. This was dun~g the ~onth of A.ug:ust 
(28th). The residents there showed me a pnnted p~·oc_lamatl?n _against the hunhng 
of seals in Russian waters, and of course, as I was within the limit, I made no attempt 
to secure any of these seals. . 

The only "bank" I know of in the vicinity of Komandorsky Islands Is 
north of Behring Island, off Cape Olgontorsky, the centre of the "bank" being in 
about latitude 58° N., longitude 170 E. Soundings can be had from forty fathoms 
up. There were plenty of seals around, but the weather was rough and I only took 
eight seals in three days. 

On the 18th day of September, 1892, when on my road home, my position 
at noon being 49° 45' north latitude, and 144° 30' west longitude, I got on a " bank" 
at 5 o'clock in the morning, and ran off it again between 7 and 8 o'clock in the 
evening, my position at noon bringing me in about the 1niddle of the "bank," east 
and west. I was sailing at the rate of ten miles an hour, and I should say that, 
running east and west, this "bank'' must be quite as large as the Grand Bank off 
Newfoundland. As it was getting late in the season, and as I \Vas making a good 
couTse, I did not stop to try the "bank." At noon, when my observations were 
taken, Middleton Island bore N. i E., true, distant 600 miles. 

Off Cape St. Elias, and bet-ween that Cape and Middleton Island, principally 
about 30 n1iles off the shore, young cows and young male seals are found every year 
as late as the latter end of August. 

I am decidedly of t~e opinion that somew her -on the coast, between Queen 
C~a1:lotte Island and Ununak Pass, th~re must be a seal "rookery," and I base this 
opini_on on the fa?t that_femal~ seals In pup are taken there so heavy with pup, 
that It vvould be simply Impossible for them to reach any of the knovvn "rookeries" 
without dropping their pups on the way. 

On the 22nd day of February, 1892, in latitude 38° N., longitude 141° W., I 
p~ssed through a lar~·e bod~ of_ seals off the sout~ern California coast, about 950 
rniles o~ land. On this o.ccasi.on I ~::'-s not on a _sealing voyage, being bound from 
North Sydney, C.B., to VIctona, Bnhsh Columbia, on board the schooner ,, Brenda." 

The seals I took last year around Copper and Behrin()' Islands durino· the 
month of Aug~st 3:nd ~p to the 7th daJ: of~eptember, were mi~ed male~ and fe~ales, 
the fem_ales being In different stages of dry:~g up, none showing a full flow of milk. 

This year. I sealed only along the Bntish Columbia and Alaskan coasts, as 
far up a~ Kod1ak Islands. ?-ot, all told, 241 seals. Of these there were not over twelve 
females In pup, the rest b~Ing young_ females and males. I also got one biO' breeding 
bull about off Cape ~t. Ehas, about sixty (60) miles off shore. 0 

And I make. this solemn declara~ion, conscientiously believinO' the same to 
be true, and by vutue of an Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. b 

Declared befo~e me, at t_h~ City of V~ctori~, ~ ROBERT CROWELL 
and Province of Bnhsh Columbia, this · 
ninth day of November, 1893. _ 

[Seal.] A. R. MILNE, 

Collector of Customs 
* American side 18!)3. 
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APPENDIX No. 18. 

DECLARATION OF \VILLIAM D. BYERS, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER "CARLOTTA 

G. Cox," 1893. 

Port of Victoria, l 
British Columbia. 

~' ~illiam D. Byers, of the City of Victoria, Province of British Columbia 
Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that:- ' 

I haye been seal~ng in different capacities for eight years. My first experience 
was as a boat puller I?- the schoon~r '' Pathfinder," in 1885. We went alonO' the 
north·v:est co~st and Into the Beh:Ing Sea. In 1886 I went on a sealing yoyage to 
the No1th Pacific Ocean and Behnng Sea, as mate of the schooner" Pathfinder." In 
] 88 I, I \vas engaged as a hunter in the schooner '; Penelope," in the North Pacific 
Ocean and around Copper Island. In 1888 I was hunter on the schooner 
"Triumph," on the coast and in Behring Sea. In 1889 I went to the same waters 
as hunter on the "Pathfinder." In 1890 and 1891, I visited the same V{aters a~ 
mas~~r of the schooner "Carlotta G. Cox." In 1892, as master of the "Carlotta G. 
Cox, I sealed along th~ coast and around Copper Island, and this year, 1893, I took 
the same vessel to the Japan coast and off Komandorsky Islands. 

I cleaTed f~·om t~e Port of Victoria, British Columbia. on the 22nd day of 
January, and sa~led duect for the .Japan coast, reaching Y okohama on the 16th day 
?f March.

0 
I }ett that port o;; t~e 22nd, .and began sealing on the 28th day of March, 

In Lat. 29 22 N., Long. 145 00 E., taking my first seals. I sealed alonO' the Japan 
coast until the 30th day of June, upon which day I took mv last seal on° that coast. 
During this period rny positions ranged from say 39° to 436 of north latitude and 
from 142° to 146° of east longitude. ' 

The catch along the .Japan t:oast \Vas composed of young bulls, barren cows and 
cows \Vith pup. Of this latter class about one-thiTd of the total catch. I also got 
some young yirgin cows. Regarding barren cows, I may say that as the season gets 
late the crew look for the pups and cut the cows open to obtain thern. In this way 
I noticed several barren cows, but I did not pay sufficient attention to rernember the 
exact n urn her. 

On the :3rd day of July, I sailed for the vvaters around the Komandorsky Islands, 
reaching there 15th July, during which time I did not lower my boats for seal 
hunting. The first seal I got in this vicinity was on the 15th July, and n1y position 
''Tas latitude .53° 45' N., longitude 166° 43' E. The last seal I took there vvas on 
the 26th day of August, my position being 53° 17' N. latitude 168° 37' E. longitude. 
During· my stay in this vicinity, I hovered between 53° and 54° north latitude and 
158° and 169° east longitude. I took fewer females in this neighbourhood than ever 
before; there was more of a mixture of males. I should say this year they ·were 
nearly half rnales. Up to the 20th July 1nost of the females taken ·were in full 
milk, but after that it wa~ quite apparent that the milk was drying up and inter
mixing with the fat. Prior to and including the 20th .T uly, I took in these waters 
29 seals all told. 

On 1ny way home, on the 29th August, in latitude 50° 31' N. longitude 177° 
35' E. I got one seal about 150 miles south of Amchitka Island, Aleutian Chain. 
It was a male seal. 

I have no knowledge of any" banks" to the southward of Copper Island. I 
have sounded with 100 fathoms of line, looking for fish about (50) fifty rniles off, but 
could get no soundings. Surface fish are plentiful-squid. salmon and other fish-
one hundred miles off. 

This was my first year on the Japan coast, and I cannot say as to t~e migrati.on 
route of seals from the breeding islands, but. from Yokoharn~ up, then r.oute lies 
parallel \Vith the coast of Japan and the Kunle Islands, at d1stances ranging from 
(20) hvent-v to (200) two hundred miles off. I believe they winter between latitude 
38° and 41° north. Between the 28th March and the 30th May, I took ~eals between 
these positions continuously. . . 

I can easily tell a seal that has bee:r: on the rookenes or hauling grounds: from 
the discoloration of the hair on the bellies. Some of the young bull~ I took this year 
had not been on the rookeries or hauling grounds, as I could observe no external 
indication. 

I believe the yearling males remain ~n the ocean and do not visit the islands; 
because we find them south of the Aleutians and south _of Komandorsky Isl~nds. 

I can distinO'uish cows from males in the water; they are not so heavy In head 
and. they are thi~ner and lighter in colour in the throat. . Besides they are always 
more on t ue alert, and are more difficult of approach even If asleep. 

24-
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And I make this solemn declaration, consc~en~i~usly believing the same to be 
true and bv -rirtue of the Act Tespecting extra-Judicial oaths. 

' ., WILLIAM D. BYERS. 

Declared before me at Victoria, British ) 
Colu1nbia, this 18th day of N ovem- ( 
beT, 1893. } 

[Seal.] A. R. MrLN E, 

Collector of Customs. 

APPENDIX No. 19. 

DECLARATION OF ABEL DoUGLAS, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCHOONER "ARIETAs," 1893. 

Port of VictoTia, I 
British Columbia. ~ 

I, .Abel Douglas, of the City of VictoTia, in the Province of British Columbia, 
Dominion of Canada, do solemnly declaTe that:-

My first expeTience in the sealing. business ·was as ~aster of the schooner 
"Triumph;" in ·which vessel I went sealing along the co~st In .1881, 1882 and 1883. 
In 188() I went as a hunter in the schooner "Challenge, sealing along the coast. 
In 1887' I "\Yen as hunter in the same vessel along the coast and to the North Pacific 
Ocean. ' In 1888 and 1889, I went to the North Pacific Ocean and Behring Sea, as 
hunter on board the '' Aunie C. Nioore." In 1890, I went to the same waters as a 
hunter in the schooner" 1'riumph.': In 1891, I was master of the schooner'' 1\:I:ay 
Bell" and "~ent to the .N 01·th Pacific Ocean and Behring Sea, being warned out of 
Beh~in()' Sea undeT the modus vivendi. In ltS92. I "rent to the North Pacific Ocean 
and to the -vvate1·s around Copper Island, as master of the schooner" Arietas;" and 
this year, 1893, as master of the same Yessel, I "\vent to the Japan coast and to the 
waters around K01nandorsky Islands. 

I cleared frmn the Port of VictoTia on the 6th day of February and sailed direct 
to the Japan coast, reaching Yokohama on the 26th day of March. I left Y okohama 
on the Jst day of April: and took my first seals on the Japan coast on the 7th day of 
that month, in latitude 37° R5' N., longitude 144° 33' E. The last seals I got on that 
coast ·were taken on the 24th day of June, in latitude 44° 07' N., longitude 147° GO' E. 
Between these dates, and along that coast, my positions ranged from 37° 28' N., lati
tude to 4-!0 01' N., latitude and from 143° 00' to 147° 30' east longitude. 

The seals taken on the J ~pan coast ·were principally young seals-about half 
male and half female-early In the season. The females were vir()'in seals which 
had not yet bred. This \vas in April. Later on I got more females 5a large number 
of them being in pup. There were also quite a number of barren' femal'es adults 
ha-ving no young or no sho"\Y whatever of milk. This was in June off Yess~ Island: 
I also got young 1nales and females non-breeders in this vicinity. TheTe are more of 
this latter class of seals taken on the Japan coast than on the American side. 

I left Sikotan on the 24th day of J nne for the waters around Kom.andorsky 
Islands, arriving off Copper Island on the lOth July. 

The thst seals I to.ok in this vicinity were gDt on the 13th day of July in 
latitude 53° 20' N., longitude .168° ~· T~e Jast,seals taken in these waters were got 
on the 5th day of September In. latitude o2. 41 N., longitude 169° 26' E; my posi
tions between these dates ranging from latitude 63° to 54° N., longitude 166o 51' to 
169° 26' E. 

The seals secured aTound Cop~er Island "\Vere mixed cows and males. I cannot 
say what percentage ~here was ?f females but there were a f'e,v more than males, 
and a large number ot non-breeding seals-young males and females. 

I not~ced particul.n.rly that of the females taken, comparatively few had a full 
fio\v of milk, these being the first caught. :Most of the females which h d h 

f. 'lk d · d I f · · tl t h · a a s o-vv o mi "\vere rylng up, an am o opinion 1a t en pups must have been d 
Towards the end of the season the milk had almost entirely dried wean:h · 

slightest traces only being observable. up, e 
I knoV\r of no "ban~s" to the southw·ard of Copper Island. I have tried for fish 

but eould get no soundings. In son1e places, the water s01netimes has the 
· h h d' · t d d · · d b 1 appearance In colour as t oug soun Ings exis e , an this ou t ess accounts for t 
as to ''banks." There are plenty squid and salmon off the island i:nJ repor J 
A ugnst. Most of the seals are taken from 45 to 60 miles off. u Y an 

In the stomachs of both male and female seals, I have frequently found . t 
of fish-squid, small fish similar to herring, and salmon. a vane Y 
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And I m~ke this solemn declaration, conscientiously belieYing the sa1ne to be 
true, and by vntue ofthe A ct re pecting extra-judicial oaths. 

Declared .before me. ?'; Victoria, .in the~ ABEL DOUGLASS. 
ProYince of BntHh Columbia, this 
16th day of November, 1893. 

[Seal.] A. R. Mn.JNE. 
Collector of Customs. 

APPENDIX No. 20. 

DECLARATION OF 0T'.'O BUCHOLZ, MASTER OF THE SEALING SCIIOONER " 0ASCO," 1893. 

Port of Victoria, t 
British Columbia. ~ 

I, Otto Bucholz, ~f the City of Victoria, in the Province of British Columbia 
Dominion of Canada, :lo solemnly, declare that:- ' 

My first experi~~ce in t?e sealing bu~i?-ess was in 1890. That year I went 
along the coast and nto Behr1ng Sea, as smhng master of the schooner "Minnie.'' 

In 1890, I ·went s~aling in the same localities as master of the schooner "Sea 
Lion" I was warned out of Behring Sea. 

In 1892, I went b same places in the "Sea Lion," as master. 
This year, 18D3, [S master of the schooner "Casco," I visited the Japan coast and 

the waters around Konandorsky Islands on a seal hunting voyage. 
I cleared from Victoria on the 18th January, leaving the vicinity of Vancouver 

Island on the 3rd of j.,ebruary, and shaped my course direct for the Japan coast, 
arriving off that coast on the 27th March, my position being :{3° 15' north latitude, 
142° 50' east longitude, off the Island of rJipon. I cruised up the coast in search of 
seals until the 18th day of April, ~~hen I put into Akishi, Yesso It:;land, haYing 
picked up a fe-vv seals on the road. I left Akishi on the 21st day of .April, and on 
the 24th I began seal:ng in latitude 40° 31' north, and longitude 143° 42' east. I 
continued sealing on Ghe Japan coast w-ith success up to the 21st day of .Tune, upon 
which date I took m;: last seals on the .T apan coast. On that day my position was : 
latitude 43° 25' north longitude 146° 28' east. During my stay on the Japan coast, 
after I began sealin& (~4th April) my positions ranged between 39° and 43° north 
latitude and 142° alld 146° east longitude. The seals taken along this coast were 
got at distances from40 to 45 miles off shore. The majority of my cateh were males. 
I have never seen so ~any male seals as this year. Females in pup "\verc taken all 
along, but of course ihey were heaviest towards the end. 

Off Y esso Island., we took seYeral adult barren females. Thrse females were 
not with pup nor h~d they pupped, as they did not show the least sign .of milk. 
There is no doubt lut that they were barren cows. If it had occurred to me to 
notice this point pariicularly, I believe I could have observed quite a percentage of 
this class of seal all along. 

On the 19th dayof July, I sighted Copper Island about 40 miles distant. On 
the 23Td day of July. I got my first seals off the K01nandorsky Islands, 1ny position 
being latitude 53° 3o north, longitude 167° 01' cast. The last seal I took in this 
neighbourhood was n1 the 21st day of August, in latitude 53° 59' north, longitude 
168° 28' east, and be.ween these dates my positions varied fr01n 53° to 55° north 
latitude and 163° to i.n9° east longitude. 

Of the seals takm off the Komandorsky Islands, fully one half were males and 
in a very poor and siaTved condition. 

I cannot say as 1o the different stages of condition of fe1nales in milk, as it never 
struck me to obseTve this at the time. 

I have no kno~l0drre of any "banks" to the south,vard of the Komandorsky 
Islands. Last year vhe~ there was no limit around the islands, I "\Vas as close as 
fifteen miles, and as ·aT as one hundred miles from the islands. This year I kept off 
an average distance ,>f (45) forty-five mile , and I neYer found any banks; although 
I have sounded trying for bott01n fish, I haye never been able to get soundings vvith 
120 fathoms of line. All the sealers I have spoken to on the subject have had the 
same experience. :Fresh fish is a luxury on board a sealer on so long a voyage, and 
we all try for fish. rhis applies also to the Japan coast, ·where the seals are taken 
entirely out of sounCings. 

My experience tb.is year as to the migration route of the seals to the Komandorsky 
Islands, is that I meithem in April and .May, along the coast off Nipon, at a distance 
of between (20) twerty and (70) seventy miles. I lost the herd in the latter end of 
June off Sikotan, about the beginning of the Kur:i.les. 

I can tell a seal that has come off the islands bv the discoloration of the hair on 
the belly, and by tht condition of the flippers. The flippers of a seal long at sea are 
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h l d beaches, makes them rough and very soft and silky, but contact with t e roe rs an 

worn. £ 1 · th t by the head and throat. I can distinO'uish a male fr01n a ema e In e wa er k d th t 
The head of a fe~ale is finer and the throat lighter i~ colouT. and the necth an .

11 
rko.all 

A h t t . le and female toO'e er WI 1 more delicate and graceful. un er mee 1ng a ~a o 
the fe1nale first, as the male is more apt to stay ~y It: . . b 

And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believing the same to e 
true and by viTtue of the Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. 

' OTTO BUCHOLZ. 
Declared before 1ne? ~t Victoria, .in t~e} 

Province of Bntish Cohunb1a, this 
tenth day of N ove1nbor, 1803. 
[Seal.] A. R. JYIILNE, 

Collecto'l· of Customs. 

APPENDIX No. 21. 

DECLARATION OF JOHN ~lcLEOD, MASTER OF TIIE SEALING SCHOONER " PIONEER," 1893. 
Port of Victoria, ~ 

British Columbia. } 

I, .T ohn McLeod, of the City of Victoria, in the Province of British Columbia, 
])ominion of Canada, do solemnly declare that :-

I began sealing on the coast in the year 1890. I have never been in Behring 
Sea, having been excluded under the modus vivendi. 

Dnrin~ 1892, I \Vas master of the schooner "Ariel,': w·hich was seized by the 
Russian authorities off Copper Island. I was off Copper Island during the month of 
July that year, and the 1nost of the skins I secured were taken from 60 to 80 miles 
south of the island. In this vicinity, I got no females with young, and cannot now 
say whether or not there were any in milk. I have not observed this closely as the 
thing had never been suggested to me. In this locality, during .T uly, my vessel took 
three or four big bulls between 70 and 80 Iniles off the island, to the southward. I 
can positively state that I was over seventy miles from land when these bulls vvere 
taken. · 

This year I went out as master of the " Pioneer" ; I did not go on the Russian 
side, confining myself to the American coast I took in all 1,050 skins, nearly all 
between Queen Charlotte Islands and the Fah-weather Grounds. I got as far as 
Agattu Island, at the extre1ne end of the Aleutian chain. I did not seal there, but 
took skins f1 om other sealers and returned home. 

Off Agattu, between the 13th and 29th .T uly, I saw seals 75 miles south-·w·est, 
but as the ·weather was rough, I did not attempt to get any. 

Off the Cape FainYeather, this year, I got ten or tvYelve very large bulls, distant 
120 miles from land. My position at the time was: latitude 57° 58' N. lonO'itude 
139° 46' W. This was at the latter end of April and first of May. ' 0 

I saw more bulls on the Fair weather Grounds this year, than I eYer saw before. 
While there were more big " bulls " and males this year, the females were much 
sc~rcm· tha~ ~sual. I .think they must have been driven off their usual routes, by 
bmng worneli by the Increased number of young males, which are not allowed on 
the rookeries by the "bulls." Ninety per cent of my catch were males. 

I took some cows in milk this year, but I did not observe them with sufficient 
closeness to be able to form any opinion as to whether they V\'"ere nursinO' females or 
V\T hether the milk was drying up. 0 ' 

My attention was called this season to seals copulatino- at sea. There is no 
doubt in my mind as to the nature of the operation I observed. The sea wa.s quite roug-h at the time. 

An unborn pup taken from the mother will live. 
And I make this solemn declaration, conscientiously believino- the same to be 

true, and by virtue of the Act respecting extra-judicial oaths. 5 

D~clared before me, at Victoria, in the~ JOHN McLEOD 
Province of British Columbia, this Master schooner '' Pi~neer." tenth day of November, 1893. 

[Seal.] A. R. MILNE, 

Collector of Customs. 
* Did not go to Asiatic side 1893. 



FROM THE PRIVATE SEALING LOGS OF PELAGIO SEALERS, SHOWING 

DATES AND POSITIONS AT SEA, ON THE JAPAN COAST, AND IN 

THE VICINITY OF THE RUSSIAN SEAL ISLANDS, WHEN AND 

WHERE FUR SEALS WERE TAKEN. 

1893.-K· 

N OTE.-The object of the information being to establish the relative positions from day to day, 

throughout the season, where seals were taken, and not to show the actual number of skins secured; 

any slight discrepancy in the number shown to have been taken, as compared with the figures given 

in the return of the catch at appendix No. 36, can have no significance. Some days, on which 

single skins were secured in the same positions as the day previous, are not recorded. In other 

instances where no positions could be taken, skins are omitted. 

*John McLeod, master schooner "Pioneer" American side (App. No. 34.) 
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Date. 

---

Apr. 19 .... 
do 20 ... 
do 21. ... 
do 2:~ ... . 
do 24 .... 
do 27 .... 
do 30 ... 

May 1 .... 
do 2 .... 
do 3 .... 
do 6 ... 
do 7 .... 
do 8 .... 
do 9 .... 
do 12 .... 
do 13 .... 
do 14 .... 
do 17 .... 
do 18 .... 
do 19 .... 
do 20 .... 
do 23 .... 
do 24 .... 
do 25 .... 
do 29 .... 

June 2 .... 
do 3 .... 
do 4 .... 
do 6 .... 
do 7 .... 
do 9 .... 
do 17 .... 
do 18 .... 
do 19 .... 
do 22 .. 
do 23 .... 
do 27 .... 
do 28 .... 
do 29 .... 

July 2 .... 
do 4 .... 
do 16 .... 
do 21. ... 
do 25 .... 
do 27 .... 
do 28 .... 

Aug. 1 .... 
do 5 .... 
do 8 .... 
do 9 .... 
do 10 .... 
do 11 .... 
do 12 .... 
do 16 . ... 
do 17 ... . 
do 18 ... 
do 19 .... 
do 20 .... 
do 21. ... 
do 22 .... 
do 23 .... 
do 24 .... 
do 25 .... 
do 26 .... 
do 27 ... 
do 29 .... 
do 31. ... 

Sept. 1 .... 
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APPENDIX No. 22. 

Schooner "Sadie Turpel," Charles Leblanc, Master, 1893. 

Lat. N. Long. E. 

-------

39 22 14'3 12 
39 35 143 44 
39 45 143 49 
39 4!) 144 12 
40 05 144 07 
39 40 144 10 
39 52 142 40 
39 50 142 50 
40 00 142 50 
40 00 142 55 
39 28 142 33 
39 25 142 33 
39 30 142 55 
40 00 142 58 
40 47 142 45 
40 26 142 51 
40 02 143 00 
40 14 143 15 
40 30 143 16 
40 08 143 08 
40 07 143 19 
40 55 142 33 
40 51 142 30 
40 58 142 46 
40 27 143 26 
42 30 146 00 
42 55 146 05 
42 52 145 44 
42 01 145 11 
41 14 142 35 
41 13 142 36 
42 15 141 40 
42 03 142 00 
41 37 143 08 
42 35 144 50 
42 40 145 02 
44 52 148 30 
44: 50 148 50 
44 56 149 15 
44 56 149 15 
44 58 149 25 
48 22 158 15 
53 40 166 40 
53 23 1G7 29 
53 54 167 40 
53 40 167 35 
53 27 168 04 
53 24 167 55 
56 07 168 30 
56 32 168 15 
56 40 168 20 
56 24 168 30 
56 19 167 12 
56 22 167 10 
56 30 1G7 36 
56 20 167 40 
56 30 167 05 
56 37 167 00 
56 22 167 10 
56 30 167 30 
56 20 16G 20 
55 05 164 10 
54 35 164 20 
53 50 164 40 
53 05 165 30 
5;{ 20 167 31 
53 12 168 19 
53 10 168 2·1 

No. 
of Seals. 

- --

18 
80 
12 
11 
47 
5 
2 

75 
54 
3 

41 
3 

18 
6 

36 
7 

41 
45 
46 
50 
25 
14 
8 

37 
27 
2 

13 
2 
6 

25 
34 
9 

15 
16 
23 
22 
24 
12 
54 
3 
1 
1 
1 

11 
4 
5 

23 
9 
3 

49 
21 
13 
44 
7 

19 
17 
31 
57 
33 
15 
1 

18 
1 
2 
6 
9 

22 
3 

I 

Remarks. 

--------·----------------

:First seals on the Japan coast. 

Last seals taken on the Japan coast. 

First lowered boats in waters around Komandorsky Islands. 

Last seals taken in the vicinity of Komandorskbolslands. Left 2n 
September f?r home a~d got ~wo seals, males, a ut 200 miles sout 
of the Aleutians. Arrived VIctoria, 24th September, 1892. 

d 
h 
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APPENDIX No. 23. 

Schooner "Vera," \Yilliam Sheilds, Master, 1893. 

Date. Lat. N. Long. E. No. of 
Skins. 

Remarks. 

----------------- --------------------------

Mar. 
do 

Apr. 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

May 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

June 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

July 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 
do 

29.... 3'4 46 140 03 
31.... 38 46 144 23 
1. .. . 38 26 143 26 
2.... 38 14 142 35 
4. Foggy. . ......... . 
5.... 38 04 142 52 
6.... 38 35 143 15 
7 .... Foggy ................. . 

10.... 38 18 143 13 
12.... 41 16 143 23 
13.... 41 30 143 54 
18.... 41 09 144 22 
20 40 21 143 38 
21 .... Foggy ................. . 
24 40 29 143 30 
28 .... Foggy ................. . 
29 do ................. . 
1. . . . 40 40 143 59 
2.... 40 27 143 54 
3.... 41.1 21 143 59 
6 .... Foggy ................ . 
7.. .. do ................. . 
8.... 40 23 144 57 
9 . .. . 40 17 144 20 

10.... ...... . ........... .. 
14.... 41 08 144 29 
15 .... Foggy ................. . 
16.... do .......... . 
17.... do ........... . 
18.... do .......... . 
19.... do ......... . 
20.... do ........... . 
23 do ........... . 
24.... do ........... . 
25.... 41 22 144 09 
26 ......................... . 
30 ......................... .. 

3* ........................ . 
4* ......................... . 
6* .......................... . 
7*... . ..................... . 
8* ........................ . 
9* ......................... . 

10* ........... -.............. . 
12* .............. - ......... . 
19 .......................... . 
20 ........................... . 
23 ......................... .. 

4 
4 

44 
9 

45 
19 
41 
33 
22 

2 
9 

50 
10 
59 
17 
87 

101 
11 
19 
8 

12 
20 
34 
28 
15 
47 
20 
51 
48 
22 
61 
59 
42 
16 
5 

60 
26 
3 
7 
9 

'l:l .. .. 
28 ... . 

83 
20 
24 
25 
28 
42 
49 
11 
44 .. .. 44 .. i 7.. · .. i .is .. o9 · 15 

. . . . . . . . . . . . 62 29 .............. .. 
1. .. · .... 44· · o3 .. .... .. . .. .. 25 

2 .. .. 
147 55 No seals. 

3 · ..... "44"53" 148 18 
6 .. .. 
7 ···· ••''44''47'' '''i48''i7'' 
9 .. .. 

10 ........................... . 
12 ........................... -
14.... .......... .. ........ .. 

46 
106 
83 
16 
40 
12 

2 

l!~irst one taken on Japan coast. 

\Vent into Hakoda.te 16th June for water and provisions, and left 
on the 18th. 

Last seals on Japan coast, off Staten Island, 20 miles. This day (14th), 
sailed direct for waters around Copper Island, arriving 21st July; 
saw several seals on the road. 

do 23 53 37 
53 41 

167 20 
167 19 

18 First lowered for seals off Copper Island. 

do 25 .... 
do 28 · .. · .... 53" 23" ... i67 "54" 
do 29 · ·.. 53 17 168 08 

Aug. 1.. .. 52 57 168 09 
do 5 .... 

7 
16 
3 

43 
12 Last seals off Komandor,.ky Islands. Sailed direct for Victoria at noon, 

5th August, arriving 24th. 

* Along the coast between 39° and 41° north la.titude, and 144° and 146° east longitude, about a.n average. of 45 miles 

off shore. 
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APPENDIX No. 24. 

Schooner '· Agnes Macdonald," Melville Cutler, Master, 1893. 

Lat. ~. 
I 

Long. E. No. of Remarks. Date. Skins. 

---- ----- ·--------------------------------

April 2 .... 38 52 142 .{2 41 First seals taken on Japan coast. 
do 6 .... 40 40 143 30 71 
do 7 .... 40 54 143 23 28 
do 8 .... 41 47 143 40 . ~ .. . .... 
do 9 .... 39 55 143 26 103 
do 10 .... 39 55 143 20 30 
do 11 .... 39 50 143 30 27 
do 12 .... 39 17 143 37 135 
do 13 .... 39 16 143 50 18 
do 14 .... 39 13 144 02 144 
do 15 .... 39 31 144 05 57 
do 16 .... 39 28 144 00 29 
do 18 .... 39 18 144 10 81 
do 19 .... 39 35 144 10 12 
do 20 .... 40 05 144 56 36 
do 28 .... 39 54 145 00 104 
do 29 .... 3!) 54 144 40 60 
do 30 .... 3H 54 144 50 4 

May 1 .... 39 54 ]44 06 6 
do 2 .... 39 54 144 00 13 
do 6 .... 40 25 143 23 4 

I 
do 7 ... 40 53 144 01 2 
do 8 .... 40 55 144 25 27 
do 9 .... 40 46 144 M 14 
do 10 .... 41 20 H5 00 16 
do 13 .... 40 02 144 40 7 

I 

do 14 .... 40 07 144 22 93 
do 15 .... 40 08 144 42 8 I 

do 16 .... 40 08 144 42 44 
do 17 .... 40 06 144 42 102 
do 18 .... 40 14 144 50 106 

I do 19 .... 40 35 144 56 35 
do 20 .... 40 41 144 49 76 
do 23 .... 40 13 144 49 89 
do 24 .... 40 13 1H 29 36 
do 25 .... 40 52 145 06 28 .. do 26 .... 40 52 145 C6 12 

June 2 .... 41 29 145 25 11 
do 3 .... 42 12 145 45 7 
do 5 .... 42 22 146 20 41 
do 6 .... 41 21 145 30 104 
do 7 .... 41 30 145 30 39 
do 8 .... 41 13 145 48 40 
do 9 .... 41 00 145 38 97 
do 10 .... 40 45 144 40 3 
do 11 .... 40 02 144 18 16 
do 12 .... 41 28 145 18 8 
do 15 .... 43 08 147 03 59 
do 16 .... 43 15 147 00 95 
do 17 .... 43 20 146 50 6 
do 18 .... 43 24 146 50 12 r 
do 19 .... 43 21 146 50 19 
do 21 .... 43 14 146 30 39 
do 22 .... 43 04 146 30 

l 
35 

do 23 .... 43 04 146 30 9 Last seals taken on Japan coast. 
July 8 .... .... 0 • ••• ..... ..... .... . ..... Left Hakodate (anchored off Head few days.) 

do 20 .... ............ ············ ·········· Arrived off Copper Island. 
do 25 .... 53 10 167 54 7 lfirst seals taken in the vicinity of Komandorsky Islands. do 28 .... 53 38 167 05 13 

Aug. 1 .... 53 20 167 10 62 
do 5 .... 53 15 167 40 24 
do 8 .... 53 10 168 28 11 
do 13 .... 52 4!) 167 30 19 
do 15 .... 53 22 166 45 6 
do 16 .... 53 23 167 42 27 
do 17 .. " 53 00 168 00 8 
do 18 .... 53 17 167 45 11 
do 21. ... 53 02 167 10 31 
do 22 .... 53 23 166 30 25 
do 24 .... 53 14 166 25 8 
do 25 .... 53 11 166 55 3 
.do 26 .... 53 21 166 27 5 
do 28 .... 52 45 167 40 3 
do 29 .... 53 05 167 24 24 
do 30 .... 53 17 167 00 4 
do 31 .... 53 20 166 45 38 

Sept. 1 .... 53 20 167 13 10 
do 4 .... 53 05 166 20 20 
do 5 .... 52 40 168 00 5 

8tfsst seal bcaught on Russian side and last taken this season. Left eptem er, made Cape Flattery 27th September. 



99 

APPENDIX No. 25. 

Schooner "Mermaid," W. H. Whitely, Master, 1893. 
- --- -- --- --

Date. Lat. N. Long. E. No. of Remarks. 
Skins. 

----- --------------------- -------------

0 

lO 14'5 
I 

Mar. 25 .... 36 00 55 Fir t seals taken on Japan Coast. 
Apr. 1 .... ...... . ... . .. ....... . ....... 'Vent into Y okohama. . 

do 5 .... .......... . . ······· ..... ·········· Left Y okohama . 
do 10 .... 38 00 145 00 53 
do 11 ....... ... · ··········. . .... Ran into a whale, vessbl receiving se-..·ere damage . 
do 12 .... 36 40 145 43 31 'Vent to Yokohama for repairs, and remained there till May 4. 

May 8 .... 38 30 144 47 4 
do 10 .... Foggy ...... ...... ···· · 37 
do 11 .... " 8 . ..... ··········· · 
do 12 .... " . ..... 26 ············ 
do 13 .... " 17 I ...... ..... ······· 
do 14 .... 38 21 146 00 58 
do 15 .... 38 37 145 00 1 
do 16 .... 39 30 144 10 29 I 

do 17 .... 39 50 144 00 18 

I 
do 18 .... Thick fog ... ····· · ······ 57 
do 20 .... 40 10 145 06 18 
do 22 .... 

F~~~)r: ·.:::: ············ 2 

I 
do 23 .... .. .. ........ 11 
do 24 .... . ····· . .... . .... 43 
do 25 .... 39 57 144 16 82 

! do 26 ············ L••oo' ooooo 
9 

do 20 .... 40 08 144 20 2 

June 2 .... 40 40 144 00 54 

do 3 .... 40 30 143 00 49 

do 4 .... 41 00 143 27 70 

do 6 .... 41 11 143 50 20 

do 7 ... 40 45 143 49 51 

do 8 .... 40 26 143 49 21 

do 9 .... 40 22 144 00 26 

do 11 .... 41 50 143 20 26 

do 15 .... F~!fgy ...... ······ . .... 23 

do 16 ... ············ 8 

do 19 .... " ············ 17 ILast day of sealing on Japan Coast. 

do 26 .... ~ • • •••••• 0 • ············ . ........ · [.Arrived at Hakodate. 

July 4 .... ············ ············ 
. ......... Lef~ Hakodate d~rect for vicinity ?f Komandor,.,ky Islands. 

do 20 .... . . "53 .. 56'" .. ·iss .. oo .. 
.......... Arn ved off Behrmg Island- 60 nnles. 

do 23 .... 
15 First seals taken in vicinity of Koma.ndorsky Isla.nds. 

do 25 .... 53 00 167 00 11 
do 27 .... 53 00 168 00 7 

Aug. 1 .... 53 10 1G9 00 8 

do 8 .... 53 20 167 00 15 

do 10 .... Foggy ...... .. i67 .. 3o .. 10 

do 11 .... 53 43 3 

do 12 .... Foggy .... · .. i67 .. oo· 
24 

do 14 .... 53 30 13 

do 17 .... 53 20 166 00 20 

do 19 .... 53 30 166 00 46 

do 21. ... Foggy ..... .... 18 

do 22 .... 54 03 . "i66 00 37 

do 24 .... 53 30 167 23 14 

do 25 ... 53 38 166 00 17 

do 26 .... 53 30 165 00 10 

do 28 .... 53 36 166 00 11 

53 15 169 00 16 
do 30 .... 

53 06 169 10 1 Last seal taken in vicinity of Komandorskh Islands. 
Sept. 4 .... Started for home, arriving in Victoria on t e 21at September. 

do 5 .... ············ ············ ·········· 
-=c .'-

-

26 
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APPENDIX No. 26. 

Schooner " W. P. Hall," J. B. Brown, Master, 1893. 

--

Date. Lat. N. Long. E. No. Remarks. 
of Seals. 

-----------------------------------

Apr. 7 .... 3°6 38 144 07 5 ]'irst seals taken on Japan coast. 
do 12. 36 42 143 34 9 
do 15 .... 36 47 143 01 4 
do 21. ... 39 14 145 38 56 
do 24 .... 39 19 146 17 8 
do 28 .... 39 ou 147 03 H 
do 29 ... 39 20 145 53 30 
do 30 .... 39 25 145 39 3 

May 9 .... 39 18 145 41 12 
do 10 .... 39 48 146 12 19 
do 11 .... 39 11 145 36 10 
do 12 .... 39 38 145 49 16 
do 13 .... 39 31 146 11 7 
do 14 .... 39 28 146 05 41 
do 17 .... 39 58 146 09 48 
do 18 ... 39 40 145 48 65 
do 20 .... 39 32 

I 

144 57 20 
do 23 .... 40 17 146 20 6 
do 24 .... 39 57 146 05 29 
do 25 . ... 39 46 145 00 4 
do 26 .. 39 50 145 27 11 
do 29 .... 39 16 144 58 1 
do 30 .... 38 49 146 36 19 

June 1. ... 39 38 146 40 4 
do 2 .... 39 54 146 57 27 
do 3 .... 39 47 146 52 32 
do 4 .... 39 39 146 33 4 
do 5 .... 39 38 146 01 15 
do 7 .... 40 45 146 10 11 
do 8 .... 41 22 145 21 12 
do 9 .... 41 30 145 53 27 
do 10 .... 42 23 147 05 18 
do 11 .... 43 05 145 45 7 
do 15 ... 42 30 145 20 12 
do 16 .... 42 25 146 05 6 
do 18 .... 42 33 145 05 12 
do 19 .... 42 30 144 45 12 
do 23 .... 42 24 145 35 5 
do 25 .... .. ........ 0 • 0 •••• 0 • ~ • 0 • . ....... Went into A kishi Bay for water. 
do 27 .... ············ ············ . . . . . . . . . . Left Akishi. 
do 28 .... 42 53 145 18 15 
do 29 .... 42 53 145 18 8 Last seals taken on Japan coast. 

July 1 .... ....... .... . ·········· .. Sailed for waters around Komandorsky Islands. 
do 17 .. " ............ ······· .... ·········· Arrived Komandorsky Island waters. 
do 23 .... 53 15 168 41 7 First seals in vicinity of Komandorsky Islands. 
do 25 .... 53 27 168 19 7 
do 28 .... 53 26 169 44 3 

Aug. 1. ... 53 18 170 13 6 
do 5 .... 53 21 169 02 6 
do 6 .... 53 01 169 22 9 
do 8 .... 52 57 169 53 5 
do 10 .... 52 53 167 44 3 
do 12 .... 53 32 168 27 22 
do 13 .... 53 31 168 00 2 
do 14 .... 53 39 167 51 5 
do 17 ... 53 03 168 00 29 
do 18 .... 53 08 167 57 6 
do 19 .... 53 12 167 44 15 
do 21. ... 52 53 167 15 20 
do 23 .... 52 28 167 29 6 
do 24 .... 52 28 167 27 5 
do 26 .... 53 05 167 16 6 
do 27 .... 52 56 168 02 5 
no 29 .... 52 47 170 03 10 

Sept. 1 .... 52 57 169 31 5 
do 11 .... 52 53 170 11 5 
do 12 .... 52 40 169 53 3 
do 16 .... 53 31 168 44 2 Last seals in Russian waters. 
do 20 .... 51 10 175 53 ........... South of Attou Island lOO milPs, one seal, female. 
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APPENDIX No. 27. 

Schooner "Sapphire," William Cox, Master, 1893. 

No. 
Date. Lat. N. Long. W. of Remarks. 

Skins. 
-------- -----------------------------

Mar. 22 ... - 4'8 33 126 iu 5 Cleared from Victoria 28th January, and sealed along the coast 
Apr. 6 .... 56 58 136 53 8 reached Sand Point 17th June; left for Russian side. 
do 11 .... 56 33 137 05 36 
do 12 .... 57 10 137 32 3 
do 13 .... 57 35 137 32 11 
do 17 .... 58 13 143 00 8 
do 18 .... 58 19 143 07 24 
do 20 .... 59 15 142 23 43 
do 21 . -. 59 10 142 12 16 
do 22 ... 59 12 142 39 28 
do 23 .... 59 00 14~ 41 93 
do 26 .... 59 31 143 39 24 
do 27 ... 59 22 143 05 55 
do 28 .... 59 13 143 05 66 
do 29 .... 59 27 143 36 11 
do 30 .... 59 01 143 54 36 

May 1 .... 59 10 142 38 43 
do 2 .... 59 17 142 28 68 
do 3 .... 59 09 142 52 61 
do 4 .... 59 06 142 39 82 
do 5 - .. 59 00 142 31 31 
do 7 .... 59 01 142 40 13 

do 8 .... 59 00 142 44 31 

do 11 .... 59 08 142 29 10 

do 12 .... 59 17 142 50 23 

do 13 ... 59 17 143 44 22 

do 14 .... 58 58 144 34 63 

do 15 .... 58 57 144 47 53 

do 18 .... 58 33 146 23 56 

do 19 .... 58 33 146 23 82 

do 20 ... 58 38 146 18 21 

June 5 ... ·I ~ 58 34 147 01 20 

do 7 .... 59 05 146 03 1 Last of coast catch. 

do 25 .... 52 27 163 31 7 Left Sand Point 25th June ; off Ounimak Pass. 

Long. E. 
1 Saw plenty of seals; wind and fog. 

July 5 .... 49 45 178 38 
49 55 175 09 1 do do 

do 7 .... First seals taken off Komandorsky Islands. 
do 14 .... 52 42 165 08 5 

do 16 .... 52 47 165 29 3 

do 18 .... 53 28 164 57 1 

do 21. ... 53 19 166 44 11 

do 27 .... 53 00 167 22 14 

do 31. ... 53 13 167 52 36 

Aug. 4 .... 53 22 167 46 32 

do 7 .... 53 15 168 55 9 

do 8 .... 53 06 167 55 15 

do 11 .... 53 11 166 24 66 

do 14 .... 53 00 166 06 19 

do 15 .... 53 08 166 16 3 

do 16 .... 53 07 166 13 24 

do 17 .... 53 11 165 58 4 

do 19 .... 53 00 165 29 28 

do 21. ... 52 59 165 28 28 

do 23 .... 53 12 167 24 3 Last seals taken off Komandorsky Islands. 
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APPENDIX No. 28. 

Schooner "Ainoko," George Heater, Master, 1893. 

I 
No. of Remarks. 

Date. La.t. N. Long. \V. Skins. 

------------- ----- ---------------

56 53 April19 .... 
do 20 .... 56 53 
do 22 .... 56 00 
do 23 .... 58 07 
do 24 .... 58 07 
do 26 .... ····· ....... 
do 28 .... 58 00 
do 29 .... 58 31 

May 1 .... 58 57 
do 2 .... 58 56 
do 3 .... 59 10 
do 4 .... 59 02 
do 5 .... 58 39 
do 7 .... 59 00 
do 8 .... 59 06 
do 11 .... 55 10 
do 12 .... 59 00 
do 13 .... 58 45 
do 15 .... 58 42 
do 15 .... 58 44 
do 16 .... 58 46 
do 17 .... 58 36 
do 18 .... 58 30 
do 19 .... 58 57 
do 20 ..... ......... , 
do 22 ... 59 09 
do 25 .... Cape Clear 

do 27 .... 59 02 
do 30 .... Marmot Id 

June 1 .... do 
do 2 .... 58 38 
do 6 .... Seal-Rocks 

do 7 .... do 
do 8 .... Marmot Id. 
do 10 .... 57 36 
do 11 .... 57 17 
do 12 .... ........... 

July 12 .... 53 43 
do 13 .... 53 43 
do 14 .... 53 43 
do 16 .... 53 43 
do 22 ...... .. ...... 

0 

33 136 
136 33 
136 33 
138 15 
138 15 

. .... ' ...... 
138 50 
139 00 
140 20 
140 28 
141 19 
141 19 
141 19 
143 00 
143 05 
145 33 
145 21 
145 15 
146 30 
144 22 
144 25 
146 57 
147 14 
147 28 

............ 
146 55 

bearing \V. 
by S. 15 m. 

149 08 
bearing S. \V 

20 miles. 
do 

151 08 
bearing S.E. 
by E. 22 m. 

do 
bearing SW. 

151 17 
151 13 

Long. E .... 
166 00 
166 00 
165 45 
165 44 

············ 

30 
........... 

10 
48 
6 

41 
37 
13 

5 
6 

10 
33 
31 
10 
52 
94 

123 
17 
67 
90 
RO 
8 

121 
50 
1B 
13 

5 
10 

87 
10 
60 

47 
53 
13 

2 
5 

12 
1 

10 
5 

30 
. ... 

Cleared from Victoria, 26th January, sailed down the \VeRt Coast 
as far as Hesquiat for Indians. Lowered l>oats for sealing first 
time 19th April. 

Off Sitka. 

Cape Spencer bearing N. 40 miles. 

Off Cape St. Elias. 

~~tween Sand Point and Copper Island. 
] ust seal taken off Komandorsky Island. 

Last seal~ taken off ~omandorsky Islands. 
Schooner s papers se1zed by the "Y akout " and schooner ordered to 

Yokohama. 
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APPENDIX No. 29. 

Schooner "Geneya," William O'Leary, Master, 1893. 
-~~ 

~ -

Date. Lat. N. Long. E. No. of Remark:;. 
Skint:l. 

--- - -- - ----- - ----------------------------

0 

l5 
0 

l2 Apr. 1 .. -. 38 143 58 lfir::;t seals taken on Jn.pn.n coa,t. 
do 2.- .. 39 07 143 32 49 
do 7 .... 39 31 143 50 51 
do 9 39 40 144 08 94 
do 10 .... 39 48 144 07 70 
do 13 .. -. 40 39 143 50 12 
do 14 . ·- 40 38 143 46 71 
do 15 ... - 40 25 143 12 6 
do 16 .... 40 42 144 06 5 
do 19 .... 41 01 144 12 15 
do 21 ... 41 37 144 39 15 
do 24 .... 41 53 145 00 15 I 

do 28 .... 41 39 145 02 16 
do 29 .. 41 2·1 144 49 37 

May 1. ... 40 13 142 52 91 
do 2 .... 39 54 142 48 69 
do 6 .... 39 35 143 02 25 
do 7 .... 39 42 142 50 57 

I do 8 . ... 39 49 142 27 42 
do 9 .... 39 51 142 54 16 
do 11 .... 40 07 143 25 10 

I do 14 .... 41 43 142 03 14 
do 15 .... 41 .36 142 01 62 
do 16 .... 41 17 142 15 22 
do 17 .... 41 27 142 15 57 
do 18 ... 41 19 142 38 4!1 
do 19 .... 41 24 142 35 20 

do 20 .... 41 50 143 17 6 

do 23 .... 41 24 142 32 33 

do 24 .... 41 31 142 19 19 

do 26 .... 41 23 143 25 46 

June 6 .... 42 57 145 56 32 Bad weather, no sealing. 

do 7 .. - ~ 42 57 145 43 47 

do 8 .... 42 58 146 10 42 

do 9 .... 42 56 144 37 58 

do 10 .... 43 12 145 55 50 

do 11 .... 43 19 146 52 35 

do 15 .... 42 54 HG 12 37 

do 16 .... 42 30 146 01 9 

do 19 .... 42 25 145 49 23 

do 22to28 ... '43' "i9'. ... i46 .. oi · I At Akishi for water. 

do 29 .... 17 

do 30 .... 43 21 146 47 19 

July 1 .... 43 11 146 53 6 

do 4 .... 42 13 153 36 7 

do 7 .... 43 00 155 58 40 Last catch on Japan coast. 

do 17 ... ········· .. ······· .... .......... Sta.rted for Copper Isbnd grounds ; saw one or two seals on the way up. 

do 20 .... ""53"i7" · "is7"27" ····· .... Reached Copper Isbnd grounds . 

do 23 .... 
7 First seals taken in vicinity of Komandorsky. 

do 25 .... 53 30 166 21 22 

Aug. 1 .... 5~ 18 167 04 53 
53 28 166 10 19 

do 5 .... 
53 24 Hl7 12 5 

do 8 ... 
do 10 .... 53 27 166 03 12 

do 11 .... 53 31 165 58 37 

do 12 .... 53 25 165 47 43 

do 13 .... 53 29 165 36 4 
53 56 165 33 20 

do 14 .... 
53 35 166 34 20 

do 16 .... 
53 38 166 41 28 

do 17 .... 
53 47 165 01 2 

do 18 ... 
53 49 165 49 62 

do 19 .... 
54 06 165 46 34 

do 21. ... 
54 08 165 40 51 

do 22 .... 
53 38 165 31 15 

do 24 .... 
53 29 166 01 13 Last seals taken in vicinity of Komandorsky I ·land::s. 

do 26 .... 
do 27 .... ············ ··········· ·········· Started direct for home, arriving on the 13th September, 1893. 

27 
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APPENDIX No. 30. 

Schooner "Carlotta G. Cox," Williarn Byers, Master, 1893. 

Lat. N. Long. E. 
No. 
of 

Skins. 
RC'markR. 

--------------·----- -------------·-------

Mar. 2L ... 3,q 22 145 00 74 First seals taken on Japan coast. 
do 31 .... 39 05 144 46 4 

Apr. l. ... 39 17 144 46 37 
do ' 39 25 145 19 95 
do L ... 40 11 145 08 64 
do 'i .... 40 28 145 28 9 
do L ... 39 45 145 07 168 
do 1< .... 39 45 145 05 111 
do 11 .... 39 50 145 10 13 
do 1~ .... 40 03 145 13 1 
do 1: .... 40 1:~ 145 26 43 
do 1<. ... 40 10 145 05 104 
do 1! .... 40 09 144 15 38 
do H .... 40 30 144 23 9 
do 1~ .... 39 23 145 07 8 
do 1L ... 40 34 14.4 38 2 
do B .... 40 53 145 28 13 
do 2: .... 40 07 145 50 27 
do 2:. ... 39 59 145 24 7 
do 2- .... 39 37 145 08 103 
do 2: .... 40 04 145 10 33 
do 28 .... 3!) 43 145 39 155 
do 2l. ... 39 26 145 47 67 
do 3t .... 39 23 146 26 23 

May 1 •••• 39 36 145 06 15 
do I. ... 39 32 145 32 7 
do I•••• 40 22 145 32 15 
do L .. 40 15 146 10 33 
do L ... 40 18 145 38 39 
do lt .... 40 36 145 12 17 
do L .... 40 05 145 10 48 
do 1l ... 40 11 145 13 28 
do 1:. ... 40 37 145 20 1 
do 1L ... 40 11 145 32 61 
do u .... 40 39 145 27 10 
do 1L ... 40 46 145 21 34 
do 1' ... 40 63 146 04 17 
do 11 .... 40 52 145 49 84 
do 1! ... 40 53 145 59 33 
do 2t .... 40 54 145 46 39 
do 2l .... 40 11 144 59 38 
do 2L ... 40 02 145 01 82 
do 2i .... 39 44 145 01 54 
do 2! .... .. ............ 13 
do 31 .... 40 22 145 12 11 
········· .. ..... ...... ············ .......... Between these dates went into Hakodate for water. 
June 41 46 142 21 23 Lowered for seals about 75 miles off HB,kodde. 
do L ... ... ······· . 107 
do 1 .... 41 50 143 55 28 
do H .... 42 35 144 45 17 
do 1 ..... 43 15 146 00 28 
do B .... 43 22 145 37 14 
do 1! ... 42 55 146 28 6 
do H .... 43 10 146 30 36 
do H .... .......... 33 
do 1' .... 43 30 146 20 3 
do H .... .. ........ 3 
do l'l .... 43 01 145 42 41 
do 2L ... 43 46 145 45 1 
do 2 ..... 43 45 145 50 46 
do 2l. ... 42 50 144 58 46 
do 21 .... 42 55 144 50 

10 I do 2' .... 43 09 146 22 17 
do 21. ... 43 11 146 32 33 
do 21 .... 43 20 146 42 6 At this time abreast of Akishi Bay, Yesso Island 
do 31 .... 43 00 146 30 9 Last seals caught on .T a pan coast. ' 

July L ... ............ ............ .......... Sailed for waters around Kornandorsky Islands, reached there 15ih 

do 1> .... 53 45 166 43 10 
,T uly ; did not lower for sealing. 

do r .... 53 46 166 11 J7 
First seals in vicinity of Komandon;ky Isla.nds. 

do 2) .... 54 25 169 54 2 
do 21 ... 5~ 49 168 25 9 
do 21. ... 53 17 168 02 Hl 
do 3c.,,, 53 09 167 29 1 

Aug. l .... 53 21 158 09 49 
do ) .... 53 12 168 00 10 
do L ... 53 21 167 20 19 
do ll .... 53 10 167 51 18 
do le .... 52 57 168 13 2 
do B .... 53 24 168 04 36 
do 1': .... 53 26 166 35 27 
do 1' .... 53 19 166 38 30 
do 11 .... 53 30 166 31 27 
do 2 ..... 53 33 166 38 41 
do 2L ... 53 15 166 48 17 
do 2L ... 53 06 169 06 12 
do 2L ... 53 03 166 42 8 
do 21 ... 53 17 168 37 11 Last seals on Asiatic side. 
do 21 .... 50 31 177 35 .......... On the way home .caught 1 seal a boat 150 rnilee south of Amchitka Island, Aleutian Islands, a small bull. 
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APPENDIX No. 31. 

Schooner " Arietas," Abel Douglas, MasteT, 1893. 

-

Date. Lat. N. Long. E. No. of 
Remarks. Skins. 

----- ----- ---------------------------------------
0 

April 7 .... 37 35 144 33 26 First seals taken on Japan coast. 
do 9 .... 37 28 143 50 175 
do 10 .... 36 35 144 10 3 
do 12 .... 37 35 144 55 149 

May 25 .... 39 48 143 23 76 
June 2 .... 41 29 143 02 92 

do 3 .... 41 17 143 13 40 
do 4 .... 41 30 143 18 12 
do 6 .... 41 04 143 56 8 
do 7 .... 41 17 144 04 25 
do 8 .... 42 02 144 08 65 
do 9 .... 42 56 144 09 30 
do 10 .... 42 53 144 27 18 
do 11 .... 43 00 145 27 45 
do 15 .... 43 35 147 10 11 
do 16 .... 43 45 147 20 41 
do 19 .... 43 25 147 10 1!} 
do 20 .... 43 20 147 10 11 
do 21. ... 43 26 147 00 11 
do 22 .... 43 28 147 00 5 
do 23 .... 43 33 146 59 4 
do 24 ... 44 07 147 30 33 Last seals on Japan coast. Left Sikotan this day for waters armnd 
do 28 .... 45 40 151 00 2 Copper Island. 
do 29 .... 46 30 152 20 5 

July 1. ... 47 32 153 05 2 On the road to Copper Island. 
do 13 .... 53 20 168 00 1 First seals taken in vicinity of Komandorsky Islands. 
do 14 .... 53 04 168 55 1 
do 16 .... 53 17 168 20 3 
do 17 .... 53 55 197 25 67 
do 18 .... 54 00 167 40 2 
do 19 .... 53 48 167 23 2 
do 23 .... 53 52 167 09 16 
do 25 .... 53 33 167 04 21 
do 28 .... 53 48 167 04 26 
do 29 .... 53 28 167 10 1 

Aug. 1 .... 53 43 167 46 40 
do 5 .... 53 26 166 51 13 
do 8 .... 53 12 169 16 6 

do 10 .... 53 13 166 30 11 
do 12 .... 54 00 166 49 47 

do 14 ... 53 43 166 18 19 

do 16 .... 54 11 165 35 2 

do 17 .... 53 35 167 28 31 

do 19 .... 53 28 167 33 15 

do 21. ... 52 51 

I 

167 55 17 

do 22 .... 53 20 167 46 25 

do 26 .... 53 23 168 40 8 

do 31. ... 53 20 167 00 39 

Sept. 1 .... 53 40 

I 
167 52 1 

do 4 .... 52 42 168 56 7 

do 5 .... 52 41 169 26 2 Last seal. Arrived at Victoria 30th September. 
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APPENDIX No. 32. 

Schooner " Casco," Otto Bucholz, Master, 1893. 

Date. Long. E. No. 
of Sea1s. 

Remarks. Lat. N. 

---- ----- -----------------------------------

Apr. 24.... 4°0 Sl 14°3 .{2 17 Fir~:~t seals on Japan coast. Heavy gale. 
do 27 . .. . 40 18 144 21 8 
do 28.... 40 38 143 31 27 
do 29.... 40 35 143 19 20 
do 30.... 40 17 142 33 37 

May 1.... 40 02 142 42 70 
do 2.... 40 02 142 34 38 
do 3.... 40 26 142 38 12 
do 5.. .. 40 27 142 58 8 
do 6.... 40 09 142 48 62 
do 7.. .. 40 06 142 43 92 
do 8.... 40 09 142 42 34 
do 9 .. .. 40 44 143 04 46 
do 10.... 40 47 142 27 49 
do 11.... 40 35 142 39 5 
do 12.... 40 28 142 22 10 
do 13.... 39 59 142 51 59 
do 14.... 39 45 143 03 44 
do 15.... 39 50 143 02 ]5 
do Hi.... 39 40 143 00 60 
do 17.... 39 35 143 35 47 
do 18.... 39 39 143 16 13 
do 19.... 39 51 143 40 14 
do 23.... 40 40 142 45 41 
do 24.... 40 55 142 47 142 
do 25.... 40 48 142 33 61 
do 26.... 41 21 142 45 25 
do 29.... 41 26 142 52 18 
do 31. ..................................... \Vent into Hakodate. 

June 2 ... : . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Left Hakodate. 
do 4.... 41 33 142 39 58 
do 5 .. .. 41 52 142 39 4 
do 6.. .. 41 30 142 59 4 
do 7.. .. 41 36 143 34 56 
do 8.... 41 37 143 54 36 
do 9.... 41 31 143 55 20 
do 11.... 42 47 144 48 25 
do 14.... 43 06 146 50 3 
do 15.... 42 49 146 20 63 
do 16.... 42 48 146 10 29 
do 20.... 43 25 146 28 4 
do 21. . .. 43 25 146 28 20 Last seals on Japan coast. 

July 19. . . . 53 48 167 36 ..... · · · · · Sighted Copper Island about 40 miles distant. 
do 23. . . . 53 36 167 01 15 First seals m vicinity of Komandorsky Island . 
do 27.... 53 50 167 17 12 
do 28.... 53 59 167 25 6 

Aug. 1.... 55 26 168 15 8 North of islands. 
do 9.... 55 25 163 57 26 
do 10.... 55 03 164 37 11 
do 11.... 54 15 165 44 8 
do 12.... 53 53 166 21 26 
do 13.... 53 40 166 42 6 
do 14.... 53 42 167 02 9 
do 17.. .. 53 56 169 02 8 
do 19.... 53 21 168 20 5 
do 21. . . . 53 59 168 28 19 Last seals in vicinity Komandorsky Islands. 
do 23.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Left for Victoria., arriving 13th September, 1893. 
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APPENDIX No. 33. 

Schooner "Beatrice," August G. Bjerre, Master, 1~93. 
- ·--- -

Date. L at. N. L ong. E. N o. of Remarks. 
Seals. 

--------------- -----------------------

37 l1 
0 

3-t Mar. 21 .... 142 8 Sailed from VancouvPr, 9th July, 1893, direct for Japan coast, arriv-
ing off Nipon I sland 21st March. On the road over, got 2 small 
seals. Lat. 42° 54' N., long. 127" 57' \V. First seab on Japan coast. 

do 22 ... . 37 27 142 33 9 
do 23 .... 37 23 142 29 46 
do 29 .. - 38 18 142 30 15 
do 31 .. 38 34 143 23 27 

Apr. 1.- .. 38 44 143 33 73 
do 2 .... 38 43 143 08 8 
do 5 . . .. 39 18 143 51 1 
do 6 .... 39 18 143 50 60 
do 7 .... 39 07 143 33 38 
do 9 .. .. 39 40 14~ 23 75 
do 10 .... 39 43 144 23 24 
do 12 .... 39 45 144 00 45 
do 13 .... 39 39 144 23 23 
do 14 .... 39 30 144 20 13 
do Hi .... 40 20 143 53 18 
do 16 .... 40 16 143 44 1 

do 17 .... 40 16 143 39 1 

do 18 .... 1 
40 37 143 10 13 

I do 19 .... 40 40 143 43 54 

do 21. . .. 40 54 143 53 13 

do 24 .... 41 42 145 27 7 

do 28 .. .. 40 03 144 25 43 

do 29 .... 39 37 143 34 51 

May 1. ... 39 48 143 57 75 

do 2 ... 39 41 143 46 21 

do 3 .. .. 40 28 142 56 f) 

do 6 .... 40 28 142 56 16 

do 12 . . -- 40 27 143 11 12 

do 14 .... 1, 41 16 142 47 61 

do 15 .... 40 50 143 40 68 

do 16.- .. 41 25 142 24 25 

do 17 .... 41 24 142 54 47 

do 18 .... 41 32 142 43 25 

do 19 .... 41 46 143 43 14 

do 23 .... 41 34 143 06 44 

do 24 .... 41 30 143 00 58 

do 25 .... 41 40 143 30 10 

do 26 .... 41 30 143 16 1 
1 Cape Yermio, bearing N.E. by E.;distant 15 miles. ... 

do 30 .... ····· . . . .. · ······· 
June 2 .... 41 31 H4 14 1 

do 6 ... 43 05 146 42 1~ 

do 7 .... 42 50 145 55 68 

do 8 .... 42 R\1 145 30 14 

do 9 ... 42 55 145 35 27 

do 10 .... 4'2 42 144 53 6 

do 11 .... 43 09 146 57 9 

do 13 ... . 42 53 146 24 1 

do 15 .... 42 :2 145 30 28 
32 145 14 10 

do 16 .... 42 
33 145 33 3 

do 17 .... 42 
42 02 144 36 4 

do 18 .... 
41 41 142 1'3 18 Arrived at Hakodate 24th June, 2-nd left 8th July, for vicinity of 

do 21 .... Komandorsky Islands. 

11 ... - 41 27 145 14 1 
July 43 59 H8 14 1 Last seal on Japan coast. 

do 18 .. .. 
53 36 168 15 1 First seal in vicinity of Komandorsky Islandl:l. 

do 22 .... 
53 38 HiS 3() 6 

do 23 .... 
53 31 168 25 5 

do 24 . .. -
53 40 168 11 2 

do 25 . ... 
53 42 168 08 2 

do 27 ... 
53 30 168 12 8 

do 28 .... 
53 46 169 22 1 

Aug. 1 .... 
54 05 167 20 1 

do 4 .... 
53 36 167 49 4 

do 5 .... 
53 05 168 45 2 

do 8 ... 
53 22 lfi8 52 4 

do 10 .... 
53 18 167 53 1 Left for Vancouver this day, arriving on the 5th September. 

do n .... 

-

28 
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APPENDIX No. 34. 

Schooner "Pioneer," John McLeod, Master, 1893.* 

No. 
Date. Lat. N. Long. W. of Remark!'. 

Skins. 
---------------------------~'- ------------

Mar. 21 .... 47 5o 125 {o 26 Cleared from Victoria, January, 1893. Went down west coast of 
do 22 .... 47 32 125 09 4 Vancouver Island for Indians, as far as Kyuquot. First day sealed 
do 24 .... 48 40 125 22 3 was 21st March. 

Apr. 12 51 ~8 130 13 4 
do 19 .... 57 35 136 50 45 
do 20 .... 58 20 137 34 15 
do 21. ... 57 54 138 33 50 
do 22 .... 58 00 138 50 55 
do 23 .... 58 10 139 00 49 
do 24 .... 58 44 139 12 17 
do 25 .... ............ 2 Thick fog . 
do 26 .... 58 38 140 10 24 
do 27 .... ············ ············ 1 do 
do 28 .... 58 15 139 52 73 
do 29 .... 58 11 140 53 5 
do 30 58 57 142 11 2 

May 1 .... 58 47 140 30 n 
do 2 .... 58 38 139 40 56 
do 3 .... 58 33 140 18 26 
do 4 .. 58 31 140 24 53 
do 5 .... 58 27 140 20 15 
do 6 .... 58 25 139 53 10 
do 8 .... 58 36 140 42 24 
do 11 .... 57 54 140 31 44 
do 12 .... 58 10 140 36 91 
do 14 .... 57 58 139 46 73 
do 15 .... ······· .. ............ ... Thick fog. 
do 16 .... ..... . ........... 48 do 
do 17 .... 58 12 ............ 27 
do 18 .... ............ ............ 47 } do 19 .... ...... , ... . .... .... 23 do do 20 .... ··-········· ·········· 8 
do 27 .... .. ..... ..... . ......... 10 
do 30 .... 59 03 147 46 16 

June 2 .... 59 13 149 11 7 
do 11 .... 54 50 157 44 2 
do 16 .... ············ 1 

} do · do 20 .... 53 58 161 26 1 
do 23 .... 53 42 162 ()() 5 

Most females taken, during these dates, when abtea.st of Oanimak do 25 .... 53 48 162 34 4 
do 26 .... 53 46 162 30 48 p~~ .. 
do 27 .... ............ ············ 18 

* D1d not go to As1atlc s1de. 
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APPENDIX No. 35. 

Lrs'r of Sealing Schooners entered at IIakodate during the first stage of the Sealing 
Season of 1893. 

I.-BRI'l'ISH. 

Number 
Name of Vessel. Tonnage. of 

Date 
of 

Entry . 

:: r~~ir:: ~-~~ :~~~~~:·~·:: ·~ :·.· .. · .. ·.·:·:·:·.-·:·:·:·:· ...... :·:·:·:·: ... : _:·:·:·:··· :. ·.::::::::::::::::::::::::: 
"Casco" . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ....................... . 
" Carlotta G. Cox". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 

:: ~~di~ ~-~~p~i ;, .. : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : ....... :: . : :: :: ·.: : : ·. ·. ·. : ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·.: ·.: ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. : ·. · ..... ·: : : : : : 
"*Aurora". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............. . 
"Vera" ................................................................. . 
"Enterprise"..... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 
" Beatrice ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
" l\1erntaid ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................ . 
" Agnes Macdonald ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................. . 
"Umbr1na ".................. . . . . ......... . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 
" Annie C. l\1oore ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 

.. ~I 
63 
75 
90 
56 
41 
61 
69 
48 
73 

107 
98 

113 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 vessels, 

!I.-AMERICAN (U .S.A.) 

'' Mary Brown " . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ............................ . 
" *San Diego " . . . . . . . . ..................................................... . 
"Ratler " .................................................................... . 

:: ~t:;~e :fi: ~~~~~~· ;, : : : ::: : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : : . : : : : . : : : .. : : : : : : : : : : : .. 
:: ~:~~,i:ilr~ii~~ ~.:.:.:.:.·.: .. :·:-:-:...:<::: : .. ·.·.:.:.:_:_:_:_: .... ·.:·:·:·:·· :.: :.: .. ·.:·:·:·:·:·:·:·: :.:.:.:_:.:::::: 
'' Hennan ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........... . 
" Mat tie T. Dyer ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......................... . 

:: ~o!p~;~ra ::: :: : : :: .':. : . ::: ::: .· .·:::: : :: ·.: . ::: ·: .' .·: · .' .· .':: .·: .'::: : : : : · : : : : : : : : : 
" Ed. E. W ebster ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .......................... . 
" Louis Olsen ".. .. . .. .. .. .. . .. .. . .. .. .. .. . . .. . .. . . . . . . .. .. . . . . . . .. .... .. 
"Alton "............ .. . . .. .. . . . . . . . .. ....................... . 
" l\Iascot ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ................ . 
"*Louisa D." ....................................................... .. 
"Bowhead " ............................................................... . 
"Kate and Anna ".. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ..................... . 

43 
36 
93 
75 
93 
63 
26 
82 

100 
103 
1015 

42 
93 
56 
84 
72 
90 

103 
28 

" Retriever ". . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........................................... . ·········· 
;; Y~!~o~da ;;. ·. ·.: ·. ·.: .' .' .' .' .· .' . : ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·.: ·. ·. · .. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. ·. '.' .' .. .' .. : : : : : : : : : : .' .' .' .' .' .' .': : : : .. ............ 

..... ...... 

Total. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 vessels, 

IlL-OTHER N ATIONAI. .. ITIES. 

Skim; liaken. 

194 
86 
13 

1,095 
1,8!1\.l 

549 
7!15 
299 
700 

1,027 
1,411 

80\J 
2,344 

_, _ _!~_ 

April19 
" 29 

l\I~y 3 
31 

June 3 
" 6 

11 
16 
16 
16 
24 
27. 
28 
29 
30 1828 I 

13 ''G"T I k' ,0 I S InS. 

8!)5 
439 
719 

2,223 
1,025 

!158 
575 

1,291 
1,043 
1,279 
1,277 

331 
1,602 

582 
745 
711 
749 
988 
483 
12'2 
41-1 
131 

lay 30 
June 12 

" 19 
19 
20 
20 
21 
22 
23 
23 
23 
24 
24 
24 
24 
24 
28 
28 
30 

J~ly 1 
4 
6 

18,582 tskins. 

Hawaiian ss. " Alexander".. . . . . . . . .. . 
Total ................................ . 

2!14 tons, 3,212 skins. 
1 vessel, 3,212 " 

RECAPITULATION. 

Vessels. 
British.................................. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 15 
American . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22 
Others............. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1 

Total ................................... , ...... r·. 38 

*Entered twice. 

Skins. 
13,867 
18,582 
3,212 

35,661 
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APPENDIX No. 36. 

REPORT of British Columbi:t Scaling Fleet, Season 1893. 

======-=----;---~---'-- -
Crews. Catch. 

Veflsels. Tons. --:-----;- . t ,•Ta,te>>. I ~~ I .: ~ .§ (l)~ I 'rotal. 

--~ -~ ~ s:l ' J g;ocl 8.:; ~:-s B I - "'0 (,IJ ~ 0 .-C) :::::: U'1 d 

~ ~ ~ 0' 0 ~ ~ 0 

-----~----.------------[-
"Triumph".......... . 98 , 28 4 14 C. N. Cox.............. 1,713,........ 623 2,~36 
"Sapphire"............ 108 8 26 12 3 Wm. Cox.......... . .. . 1,262 .. .. . .. . 341 1,603 
"}~. B. .:\larvin ". .. . .. 117 27 8 ....... T. Gould. . .. .. . .. . .. .. 1,014 . . .. .. .. 517 1,531 
"Mascot".. . . . . . . . . . . 40 7 14 2 7 H. })'. Siewerd . . . . . . . . . 8;)7 327 1,184 
"Dora Siewerd "...... 9-1 24 7 ..... R. D. La.veud~:r......... 1,426 434 1,860 
"Labrador"........ . . . 25 11 

1 

... 

2
.
0
.. 4 ...... ,J. .J. Whiteley .......... , 263 263 

" l\linnie ". .. .. .. .. . 46 5 2 10 ,J. ..._\Iohrhouse.. .. .. .. . .. 489 20 50!.1 
"Annie E. Paint"..... 82 23 8 ...... A. Bi~-'"ett......... . .. . 740 401 1,141 
"~lischief ".... . . . . . . . 45 6 20 2 JO '1 \V. Petit..... . . . . . . . . . 3-14 344 
" Diana ".... . .. .. . .. 50 19 6 .. .. . A. N elsou. .. .. .. .. .. . .. 707 294 1, UOl 
"Venture". . . . . . . . . . . . 48 4 16 2 8 

1
G. ::\lcDougald.......... 82 82 

"Mermaid ".. .. .. .. . .. 73 23 8 ...... \V. H. Whiteley.. . .. .. I.. .. .. .. !!40 315 1,255 
"Fawn"....... . . . . . . 59 3 21 2 10 1L . i\Iagneson . . . . . . . . . . 806 ................ I .... _7_7_. 8~3 
"Waiter A. Ktrle ".... 68 23 6 ..... . T. ~lagueson. . . . . . . . . . . 1,()22 1,622 

"Ocean Belle"......... 83 25 8 . . . . . T. O'Leary........ . . . . 1,31G 1,H63 
"13eatrice ".. . . . . . . . . . . 66 5 24 2 12 D. M acaulPy ............ 

1 

655 : : : : . : : : 1· · · · 
0
r.,
4
· ,..,· ti55 

"Mountn.in Chief"..... 23 1 19 !.1 'J. Nawassum. ... ....... 128 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 128 
"Arietif:i ''.............. 86 23 7 ...... A. Douglas,;...... . . . . . . . . . . . . 920 464 1,384 
" Cape Beale ". . . . . . . . . 13 10 5 I. B. Quap. . . . . . . . . . . ., 86 86 
" Kate".. .. .. .. . .. . .. . 58 7 16 2 8 .T. .Foster. .. .. .. . . . .. . 203 293 
"Favourite". . . ... . . . . . 80 7 26 3 13 L. ~[cLean ............. 1 !l49 1 949 
"Bore;~liR ". . . . . . . . .. . . 37 6 20 2 10 <.i-. :i\leyer. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,307 1,307 
"Ainoko "... . . . 75 5 14 1 7 

1
G. Heater . . . . . . . . . . . 1,34,1 46 1,3!.10 

"\V. P. Sayward ". . . . . 64 5 16 1 8 I G. }'erey.. .. .. .. .. . .. . . 596 596 
" Katharine "... . . . . . . . . 82 6 19 2 9 W. D. :\[cDongall. . . . . . 352 363 715 
" San Jose". .. .. . .. . .. . :n 4 16 2 8 R. E. Cm well. .. .. . . .. . 2·12 2-!2 
"Enterprise".. . . . . . . . ()9 24 7 ..... i·r. \V. Todd....... .. ... 1,027 274 1,301 
"As-nes J\hcdonald".. 107 25 7 ...... M. li'. Cutl(·r............ 2,333 433 2,7H6 
"VIctoria"...... .. . .. . 63 6 20 2 10 H. V. Hughes.... . . . 420 420 
"Rof'ie Ol:;en "....... . . 39 5 24 2 12 A. B. \V hidden. . . . . . . . . 658 658 
"W auderer " .. . .. .. .. 25 4 16 1 SI H. Pax ton. . . . . . . . . . . . . 206 206 
"Viva".. .. .. .. .. .. .. 92 23 6 ...... J. \V . ..;\..nderson........ 1,441 30 1,471 
"~by Belle".......... 58 20 5 ..... C. J. Harris............ 1,~52 1852 
"Umbrina".......... 981 24 7 ...... C. Campbell .. .. . . .. .. . 1,827 625 2' 452 
"Penelope " ...... '..... 70 20 6 . ..... F. Cole................. 2,2Dl 2' 291 
"Vera".. .. . .. .. .. .. .. 60 19 5 .. . . '\V. Shields.. .. . .. . .. 1, 910 99 2' 009 
"Pioneer"............. 66 6 23 1 11 .J. ~lcLeod.......... .. . 1,000 1'050 
"Otto " ......... , .. .. . 86 8 24 2 12 ::\-1. Keefe.............. 630 

1

........ 397 1' 027 
"Mary Taylor "...... . 42 18 5 ...... E. Shields........... . 815 .. .. .. .. 240 1:085 
;; B~·en~la.,;' .. .. .. .. .. . 100 26 8 .. 

1

0. K Locke............. 845 408 1,253 
T-1bb1e .. . .. .. . .. . . 93 23 7 ...... F. Hackett .. .. .. . .. . . . 1.242 389 1,631 

"City of San Diego"... 46 14 5 ...... M . .Pike... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 942 101 1,043 
"Geneva"............. 92 26 8 ...... \Vm. O'Leary....... . . 1,612 454 2,066 
"Case:o ".. . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 19 6 ...... 0. Buckholz.... . . . . . . . . 1,473 199 1 672 
"Carlotta G. Cox"..... 76 24 7 ..... W. D. Byers . . . . . . . . . 2,396 376 2:772 
:: Osca~· a;~1d Hattie ".... 81 24 7 ...... \"'f. K Bttker........... 1,178 1,020 2,HJ8 

Tere:;a . . . . . . . . . . . . 63 20 6 . . . . . . li-. Lorenz ........ _ . . . . . 677 147 824 
"Sadie Turpel ".. 56 24 7 ...... 

1

0 . Le Blanc............. 9'.Zi 475 1 402 
":\faud S "... .. .. .. .. .. 07 24 7 ...... R. B. ::\lcKeil.. .. . .. . .. 989 58 1' 047 
":i\Iary Ellen ". . . . . . . . . 63 23 7 ...... \V. 0. Hughes. . . . . . . . . . 1,513 406 1' 979 
"\V alter L. Rich". . . . 76 24 7 . . . . . S. Balcom . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,321 517 1' 838 
"Annie C. }fom·e "..... 113 26 8 ... . '.J. Dalev...... . ...... . 822 333 1'155 
"~ttltor P. Hall."..... 98 23 7 ,T. B. Brown.. . . . . . . . . . 7!.i8 263 1:031 
Ind1an catch, canoes.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .... ·I 2,035 66 . . . . . . . 2,101 

---------- i--1-------
Totals .......... 3,643 806 432 256 204 .................... 

1

. 26,603. 2H,206 12,013 67,822 

Vancouve'· Ves11els. 

Arne1·ican. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,411 39 1,450 

. ....................... _1,_06~1~-· ----~ _· ·_· _· .:....: - 1,0~ 

I 

~'otalCanadian catch. I 27,663 • 30,617 12,052 70,332 

80 . .. . . .. . 80 
. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 116 64 180 

I Grand total ........... -'.Zi-,,8-59- -3-0,-68-1 -1-2,0_5_2 -7-0,592-

"Beatrice " ........... . 
"C. D. Rand" ........ . 

" Mary Brown " ....... . 
" South Bend " ....... . 
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APPENDIX No. 37. 

SuMMARY of Sealing Catch for Season 1893. 

Catch of the Victoria, British Columbia, fleet, consisting of 53 vesc:;e]s, tonnage, 3,643. CrewR, whitP 806. 
Crews, Indian 432. Number of boats, 236. Number of canoes, 204. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 

Catch of Vancouver, British Columbia, ve~:>~:>els, consi::;ting of two vessel,.;, tonnrtge, 100. Crew~;, white 41. 
Number of boats, 11. ......... . ................................................................. . 

Catch of American vessels that landed their skins at Victoria, British Columbia, con::;isting of two Ye::;sols ... . 

Total British Columbia catch .......... . .......... . ... . 

Total number of seal skins landed at U. S. ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ......... . 

Catch of American and Hawaiian vessels landed at Hakodate, Japan ...................................... . 

Grand total ........... . . 

VICTORIA, BRITISH OoLU:U:BIA, this 4th day of November, 1893. 

29 

Catch. 

67,822 

2,510 
260 

70,592 

6,855 
2,748 
7,425 

33,Ul3 

50,221 

21,799 

142,612 

- ~ ------- --~- -- ------- --~~~-~.... .... ·._..: __ ~~ 

' ·._ 
~J ~ 
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