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Extract from Encyclopedia Bitannnica, Vol.XXIII, Page 458. 

The Chelonidae, or mar1ne t urtles, contain bue few species 

which are referred to three genera, - Caouana, Chelone, and 

Carett~ Their limbs are wholly modified into paddles, by 

means of which they can propel themselves with extraordinary 

rapidity through the water, but which are entirely unfit for 

locomotion on land, where the progress of these animals is as 

awkward as that of a seal. Ge toes are enclose'\ in a common 

skin, out of which only one or two claws project~ 
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POACHERS. 

Trouble with poachers continues to be one of the great
est annoyances the superintendent has to contend with. 
There is gradually settling about the park boundaries a 
population whose sole subsistence is derived from bunt
ing and trapping. All of thll people are thoroughly 
cognizant of the location of the boundary lines, but only 
respect them in the presence of some member of the park 
force. Live elk, deei', antelope, and bears are caught and 
sold; the various fur-bearing animals are trapped for 
their pelts, and bunting parties are guided into the best 
game region. So long as these operations are conducted 
without the park they are unobjectionable, and the psrk, 
acting as a reservoir, contributes largely to them- p •• ~ 

it is when the park is invaded that the damage begins. 
It is a serioud matter that so simple and much-need~d a 
statute as tbe one granting legal force to park regulatwns 
cannot be passed. It can antagonize no interests except 
those of the poachers, with whom no friend of the park 

can have sympathy-. 
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Extract from Ex. Doe. No. 83, House of Representatives, 44th 

1 v~ Congress, 1st. Session - •seal-fisheries in Alaska•. 
i~;Pt ). 

~;~~/ 
f/ :y Page 175, 

t(lN' / . 11At the time of writing my detailed report on the habits 
/ 

of these animals, dated November 30, 1869, it was stated to be 

one hundred thousand. This number was based on the best in-

formation obtainable at that time from the natives of the 

island and the few employes of the former Russian Fur Ccmpany 

remaining in the Territory. Since then a residence of seven 

successive seasons on the island, in charge of these animals, 

has furnished me with the desired opportunity for determining 

this surplus product by actual study of their habits and re

quirements, and the result is, the killing of one hundred 

thousand per annum does not leave a sufficient number of males 

to mature for the wants of the increase in the nmnber of 

females. And, as it is desirable to state some of the methods 

by which these conclusions ha•e been reached by me, a brief 

statement of the habits of these animals and the effect of the 

killing of one hundred thousand per year for the past five 

years seems necessary.'' 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Page 176. 
lt These hauling grounds are swept and driven two or three 

times a week during the months of June and July, and the prime 

seals Clilled out for killing, and every seal growing up has to 

run this ~untlet for his life his second; third, and fourth 

year before he escapes to grow up as a breeding-bull. Thus it 

will be seen the method of killing does not admit of the 

setting apart of a special number and taking the remainder for 

the quota for market, ancl the only possible way to preserve 



2. 

the requisite number for breeding pu1~oses is to restrict the 

number to be killed so far within the product as to insure 
~ 

enough escaping for this object. h 

11 When the lease was put in practical operation in 1871~ 
there was a very large of excess of breeding-males on hand; 

since then this surplus has been diminished 'by the dying out 

of the old seals faster than there has been younger seals al

lmJed to escape and grow up to fill their places~ until the 

present stook is insufficient to meet the necessities of the 

increasing rumber of breeding females. '/ 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

page 177. 

ffone other cause should be stated that has directly con

tributed to diminishing the present stock of breeding-males. 

During the season of 18681 before the enactment of the pro

hibitory law •. the several parties sealing there took 240,000 -, - . . ' 

;:-~, ~ ~ seals monthl~ of the products of the years 1866 and 1867. 

These would have matured and been added to the present stock 

of breeding-males in the years 1872 and 1873, and to this a 

part of the prospective deficiency is to be attributed. /./ 

X X X X X X X X X X X X X X X 

Page 178. 

/1 Constant and careful attention has been given to the con-

dition and changes in the different classes of seals~ and the 

data kept for comparison from year to year, and the result, as 

sunmed up the present year in comparison with 1870, shows the 

present stock of breeding-females has steadily increased in a 

ratio of five or six per cent. per annum added to the original 

stock• while the stock of breeding-bulls has decreased. by 



3. 

loss from ~e and other causes. so much faster than there has 

been young seals grown up to replace them, that its present 

condition is only equal to the present demand, and the stook 

of half-bulls, or those to mature in the next two years, is 

not sufficient to meet the wants of the increase in the fe-

males,. Under these circumstances• I feel it my duty to recom

mend that for the next two years the number of seals to be 

taken for their skins be limited to 85,000 per annum, to be 

apportioned between the two islands as follows: for Saint 

Paul's Island, 70,000, and for Saint George Island, 15,000. 11 
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Ref.307236. 

l encl: 

( 
0ttavl''a 1 ll th Oct., lffi2. 

Dear Dr. Dawson, 

In compliance with the request 

contained in your note of the 21st ultimo, I beg to 

enclose herewith a copy of Ordinance No. R of 1877, 

respecting the preservation of the buffalo in the 

North West Territories. There does not appear to 

1,e any printed copies of this Ordinance in stock in 

the Department 1 but if you are desioous of procuring 

one I I will apply to the Que en's Printer of the 

North West Territories and obtain it for you. 

You. are no doubt aware that this Ordinance 

was repealed in 1878 by Ordinance No. 3 of that year. 

Yours very truly, 

G.Me Dawson., Esq., C.M.G., LL.D., 

Acting Director of the Geological 

Survey Department, 

Ottawa. 

aco 
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Ottawa, 17th Oct., 1892. 

Dear Dr. Dawson, 

I am duly i n receipt of your 

letter of the 12th instant, and in reply beg to 

enclose herewith a copy of Ordinance 3 of :n.q'78, 

repealing that of 1877 regarding the preservation 

of the buffalo. 

Yours very truly~ 

G.M. Dawson~ Esq., LL.D. 

ac. 

Acting Director of the Geologi~al 

Survey Department, 

Ottawa. 



c COPY. 

AN ORDr,J ANCE TO REPEAL T!iB ORDINANCE F'OR THE 

PROTE~TION OF THE BUH'F'ALO. 

(Passed 2nd August, H~78.) 

Be it enacted by the Lieutenant-Governor of the 

North-West Territories, in Council, as follows: 

The Ordinance number five of 1877, intituled 

"An Ordinance for t he Protection of t he Buffalo," 

is he !'eby repealed. 
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MINISTER OF MARINE AND FISHERIES 

OTTAWA CANADA 

IBth October, I892. 

Dear Dr .Dawson,-

(Enclo : ) 

I have thought the reference which I 

enclose. herewith may be useful in .re:: subject of 

change of habitat of Fur-Seals . 

Yours faithfully, 

Dr . George . M. Dawson . 

C. M. G. , F. R. S. 

Geological Survey. 

OTTAWA. 



In discussing Act of I869 as !jassed 

(Chandler ' s Bill -- Senate No : 735. 40th Gong : 

3rd. Sess) S enator Morrill, of Vermont, said: 

Gong: Globe. 
Part 2 . 

" ••••• I f all parties were allowed to kill 
"them at their oun wi 11 to any extent the 
"probability ts that they would speedily 
"be extermincted; and if they are not 
"very carefully taken they wi 11 be driven 
"a.JJJcy to other Islands and other places ••. 

40 Gong: 3 sess : 
p: I497. 
Senate . 
23 Peb: l869. 

Ibid: 

Ibid: 

p : I498. 

The following discussion also took . 

place : -

Mr. CORBE'l''I': These seals were ki 11 ed indi s 
cri minat ely for sme years, and they were driven 
away from these Islands, and they had to cease ki 1-
ling them for ten years in order to tnduce them to 
return to those Islands . 

Mr . PA'l'TERSO!v, of New Hampshire. I am perfectly 
well aware of that . 

Mr . CORBET.T: I did not know that the S enator 
was aware of that fact . 

Mr.PA1TERSON, of New Hampshire . I am perfectly 
well aware of it . I am perfectly well aware that 
several seal fisheries have been entirely broken up 
by taking too many seals in one year and by killing 
what are .called the old buLls and also the cows 
rather than the cal ves. l f they were to continue 
to take two hundred anr, fifty thousand of them a 
year it would not be more than three or four years 
before both of these Islands would be good for 
nothing , and the seal ,hunting or seal fishing would 
be entirely broken up. There is an I sland on the 
coast of J apan where the seeds a few years ago were 
exceedingly abu'zdant , and where they have been driven 
entirely from the Island ••••• " 

Mr.Corbett further said: -

" •••••••••• The Russians ha ve reserved what ts called 
the Copper Island and one other Island. Thes e seals 
have once been driven to those Islands in conse
quence of their indi scrtmi nate slaughter ••••••• " 

Mr. Cole said: -

"·o••••••••It is not possibl e for all people to 



p: I498. 

compete for them. , and un.Less some steps are teken 
for the protection of fh ese animals, in one short 
year they will be driven from these Islands and we 
wi 11 see no more of them. I am told that some of 
them are already making their a.:·Jpearance upon the 
remaining Russian Islands, Copper Islcnd and another 
one near the coast of Ast:z, nhich were retained by 
the RussiaiZ Government when we acquired Alaska; and 
it is suggest edtha t the Russian Aut ho ri ties suppose 
that by the competition orz the part of the Americans 
these Islands will be driven from the Islands of S t . 
George and S t :Paul,and that they can, after all , 
reap the advantage which we supposed we had gained 
when we acqui r ed that Terrt tory. 

• • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

Mr. COLI!..'. The danger is that these animals wi 11 
probably be driven from our Islands of S t :George 
and S t :Paul to the renzaining Russian Islands , and 
the United S tates will thus lose all this profitabl e 
b . " uszness ..••••••••.• 



Gong: Glob e . 
Appendix. 
Part 7. 

In a speech in the United S tates 

4I Corzg: 2 Sess.House 
I 869- '70. 

Representatives, on the subject of the 

Ibirl: 

Alaska S eal J?isl/!lertes, the Hon : A. A.Sargent, 

of California, said: -

" ••••• The problem to be solved is to carr'?.J on 

"the seal fisheries and yet to save the seals 

"from destruction or being driven away; and 

"with this to get a revenue for the Government 

"greater than the expenses. If the seals were 

11not shy,and if there were no other places out 

11 0f our jurisdiction where they would inevitably 

"resort, t he re would be 1 i tt le di ffi cult y in the 

"matter. We could throw open the seal fisher

"ies to competition and dispense with the pre-

, cautions now ne cesse: ry. • ••••••• " 

and also that : -

" ..... '17te expert ence of the Russian Company , by 

"whom these fisheries 70ere foste red and promoted 

"before our Government acquired the Islan ds,has 

"demonstrated that if bz/t1tJudt et ous management 

"the seals are driven fro n; St:Paul and :<>t :Ceorge 

"they will resort to foreign Islands now under 

"the jurisdiction of Russia,anri this great in

"terest and the revenue provided for and secured 

"by the bill under consideration wtll be lost 

"t 0 us . ..... " 



IGNORANCE 0~, VALUE OF FUR-SEAL AT THF~ TIME OF THE 

ALASKA PURCHASE. 

In a letter written by Dr . W. H. Dall ,to cor-

rect some state~nen·t s attributed to him in the dis-

cussion arising from the paper by lVlr . W. Palmer, 

read before the Biological Society,at Washington 

and elsewhere r eferred to,he says: 

"I said that 1 in 1866 1 (not 1 in the early 

"days of the industry 1 ) I purchased first class 

"fur-seal skins at tvvelve and a half cents ap1hece, 

"that being the price at ·which they were sold by thP. 

" R . uss1ans. The point of this observation lies in 

" its application to the oft-repeated statement that, 

"as Mr . Palmer says , 1 little str ess wa$ laid upon the 

" 1 fact that fur-seal s -vvere found in abundance 1 at 

" the time of the purchase of the territo ry by the 

'' United. Sta,tes . No stress could reasonably have 

" been laid upon ij, since 100,000 seals would at that 

"time have been -vvorth only some &12 ,500. ,v1hich woulrt 

11 have hardly paid for tJhe trouble of taking them. 

" Ofcour se , almost immediately afterw·ar ds , this was no 

" longer true ." 
(FORli:ST P-c STREAM,Nov.5,l89l.) 



0 T T A W A, 14th October,l892. 

Dear Dr. 1Jawson, 

I enclose you some references which I have 

extracted from various authorities,as below: 

l. Destruction of Seal by natural enemies. 

2. Males decreasing more than females; or, 

excess1ve killing of males. 

3. Migrations or chan~e of habit1at1 of seals. 

4. In,iurious methods ln killing on the lS-

lands. 

5. Increase:? or rtecrease of numbers on the 

islands. 

6. Waste of Seal life on the islands. 

7. Driving. 

8. lJead puns and causes of deatJh. 
~ L 

Kindly preserve these,and return them to me 

when you have used them, scoring over ·the face of 

each statement 1n pencil,so as to show you have 

used it. 

In connection with this you will find the fol-

lowing statement of use. It refers to the ex-

perience of the various witnesses to whom I have 

referred: 

H.R.388::S,p.l3, BUYNITSKY,S.M. Acted as Assistant Agent 
50 Congq 2nrl. Sess . 

on the Pribyloff Islands for about a year. 

Ibid.p.ll6. MciNTYRE,IJr.H.H. Superintennent of the ~eal 

Fisheries of Alaska for the Lessees,and was on the 



Ibid.p.59. 

Ibid.p.250. 

Ibid.p.2ll. · 

Ibirt.p.229. 

Ibid.p.4l. 

Ibid.p.l53. 

Ibid.p.73. 

2. 

Islands every year from 1870 to l888,except the 

years 1883,1884 & 1885. 

MORGAN, T.F. An employee of the Alaska 

Commercial r~ompany from the Summer of 1868 to 4th 

August, 1869, and aga1n froru the Spring of 187 4 t1o 

the year 1888. 

MOULTON, JACOB H. Special Agent of the U.S. 

Treasury Department at Islands from 1877 to 1885. 

RYAN, T.F. Special Agent of the U.S. 

Treasury Department at the Islands from April,l885, 

to Apri 1, 1887. 

SHgPARD,Capt.L.G.--U.S.R.NI. Commanding 

U. S. Revenue iv'larine S. S. "Richard Rush" 1n Alaskan 

waters in t,he Summers of H587 and 1888. 

TAYLOR, W.B. U.S.Special Agent at Isds. 

from Apri 1 to August, 18Bl. 

TINirLE, Glt~O.R. U. S. Treasury AgAnt, 1n 

charge of Islands, 29 May, 1885-Au~;ust, , 1886. May 

to August,l887. May,l888,to termination of 

lease of Alaska Co;11mercial Company. Since then 

and now Superint1enrlent on the Islands for the new 

Lessees---the Nort.~h American Commercial Company. 

WILL I Al\1S, C. A. Was engaged in whaling---

also sealing an~ allied pursuits. Sworn and 

examined at, the request of the att.Jorney for the 

Alaska Commercial Company. 

I have,vvhen you wish to see it, "A History of 

the Wrongs of Alaska",l8'75,from General O.O.Howard 's 

Report) on Alaska---44th . Cong., ~i~. Se ss., F;x. JJoc • 



3. 

No.83,page 152. 

I enclose herewith a memorandum which you pre

pared nn Phelps---in case you should wish to have 

it. 

I am, 

Yours faithfully, 

Georg;e M. TJawson, ~~sq.,CMG,LLD,FRS, 

&c., &c.' &c., 
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