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Sir/-

cvJ At the suggestion of Mr.Sherwood,who arrived 

here last night a~d left to-day at noon for the West Coast,! 

write you with reference to the work to be done at San Francisco. 

Mr.Sherwood was not aware that he was to go to San Francisco 

until a few minutes before he left on the Quadra ~o day. 

T)e agent of the Marine Department informed him that the trip of 

the Quadra would take no less than two ~eeks and,if bad weather 

set in,probably a week longer . In view of this,and that in a 

few days more I should have about completed the work in Victoria, 

he wired the Honourable Mr.Tupper,at New York,as follows:-

"West Coast trip will occupy two weeks or more. Work to 

be done San Francisco extensive. Belyea already has well in hand. 

Would suggest his going. Will help him if necessary on my return. 

Please advise him that effect. Sailing immediately.• 

Mr.Sherwood being doubtful whether the Minister would re-

ceive this telegram,suggested my writing to you upon the matter. 

I may say for myself that,when I received the telegram of the 

Honourable Minister on the 27th ult,stating that it would not 

be necessary for me to go to San Francisco,! had already pur-

chased my ticket and intended leaving that evening ,having 

arranged matters here so that in my absence the gathering of 

evidence of a general character might still go on,leaving some 

particular matters which I could not just then attend to,owing 





owing to the absence of the parties from Victoria,to be completed 

on my return. 

From what I h ave already learned from our friends in San 

Francisco,! am satisfied that a very large amount of valuable 

evidence may be obtained there. My experience here,which I feel 

assured was that of Mr.Macoun when here,is that it is extremely 

difficult to get the sealers to do anything unless constantly 

spurred on. I have found it absolutely necessary,in order to 

get at men whom I wanted,to employ a man expressly to look them 

:. ., 11 up and bring them to me. I discharged that man two days ago and 

relied upon two or three of the prominent sealing men to hunt 

up partiei wham I wanted. The result has been I have secured 

. ~ 
no new ev1dence exceptAthose I went out and got myself. I am 

.Illuch afraid'this will be the case in San Francisco. Hr.Sherwood 

personally wishes me to go.t<?, San Francisco and he will join me 

there on his return. 

In the absence of the Honourable Minister I did not know 

to whom,except to you,! should addr ess matters of this kind. 

During the past xt.. week my time has been largely devoted to 

gathering information called for by the letter of the Honourable 

Minister of the 16th.September last,to the President of the 

Sealing Association here. The President undertook this work 

but was unable to carry it tbDough and placed it in my hands 

for completion. I have also devoted some time to the witnesses 

examined here last Appll by Major Willisms,on behalf or· the 

United States Government. I have met some half 

dozen of these witnesses,but they refused to make any statemen~, 
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statement,saying that they signed What was not true for Major 

Williams and they were afraid that they would get into trouble 

if they said any thing to the contrary now. I have however,two 

or three affidavits in reference to others of these witnesses, 

which will effectually destroy the value of their testimony and 

throw dtscredi t on the work of Major Williarns. These affidavits 

will be forwarded in a day or two. 

I have revised and obtained the signature to all the re

turned a,ffidavits,excepting Captain Folger and four others. c:Q'le 

latter are all away from Victoria and I do not expect to get 

any of them. Captain Folger has so far refused to sign his 

statement,as revised. Frankly spea ing,I t hink he expects to be 

paid for doing so. I am to meet him tomorrow and shall reach 

a definite settlement with him. 

I shall advise you promptly of the reply,if any,received 

from the Honourable the Minister to Mr.Sherwood's telegram of 

to day. 

I have the honour to be 

Your 

George M.Dawson Esq. 

&:c. &:c. 

Geological Survey Department/ 

Ottawa. 

Sir, 
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MEMORAlVDA. 

llEl,4Tl1ifC: TO WORK TO RR D(J?,JE 
I!! 

~~f."f 
A.lf V qr / 

SA ?/ PRA!/CISCO. 

........................ 

'VV~ ' 

The most importan t p oints on wht eh infor-

met ion is t o be got tn San Prcnct sea are :-

(a) Thos e refc r·rtng to the knoum or probabl e 

inte r-cO?JZliZunica t ton bet71Jeen the seal s frequen t ing 

the Prt byl off Ts_l anrls & those f r equen t i no the Cam-

nzanrZer Isl ands . 

(b) Raids on et th er the Russian or Amert carz 

Seal Isl ands ) but more especially the latter, with 

exact da tes where possible. 

(cl Tlzose r·efer r i ng to th~-; abandonment of olrl 
~~~ 

rookeries or .~he .;fou:t6da tton of 71/1 71} ones, et ther on 

the Ahiat tl: ?r Arrzeri can Bi dt: of Behrtn;; Sea. 

(rl) :nz ose refer,·t ng to any knti?I.Jn chancuJ in 

the wtr.7ratton-routos oj' the sea .Zs frerruenti-rzo the 
a. .J. V 

Co;r~mander TSl(..~nr/s . 

. . . . . . . . . . . . .... 

(c) 

Comm&.nt cat tor;, between the secl.c; fre']uent-

ing the two groups of Isl ends ('17ze Conma.nder & Pri b-

nzay, & probably does take place. y lo ff), 

(I) In Hehr in r..,. SeG: durt no the months of July-
--September. Infor•lzction,_, on this point may be 
had from any .Hunter or Cap~ain wh o has gone 
frorz the fiJneri can Coast to the ui et nt ty of t he 
COlmrzcnde r Is.Z ands through Hehri,-zg Sea. lfearly 
all will swear that on ever~v fine day u;h en 
17J(ifrtng this z_~assgge seals are to be seen, & 
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2. 

that the ro t s no 1.oay of tell t ng the seals that 
may be going t o, or coming from, ono group of 
Islands, from thosa thct may have their homes 
on t-he other group; &: at is iFrobable that such 
seals have not been on etther group of Islands 
nor are goi ng to et ther. 

(II) South of the Aleutian Islands. 
A part; of thE seals going to the Pr·tby-

1 o.tf Islands ke ep south of the Aleutian Islands 
entertnr; the Behrtru1 Sea throuah t)ze "I72nd. 
Pc.ss" o'r even to th··~ westwcrrl .of tt. With 
these seals it is re oorted that others noina 
to tlu1 Corrmander Islands travel, & Ca;ot~tns"' & 
i!Z.mters who have gone to the Commander Islands 
& hc.ve lrept to the south of the Aleutic.n Is
lands TT'.O.!J be cble to otve evidence that U)ill 
bear on th t s point. Any fc:. cts as to seals 
being seen south of the Aleutian Islands rlurtng 
the sumr.ler mont:hs, or whe.,z vessels are return
ing fro.r:z the Russian side, wi 11 be of ualue in 
t h i s c or.m e c t t orz • 

(JII.) Evidence has been secured to show that 
durino the winter months seals tn considerable 
ruur.bers are to be found !forth of the Sandwi eh 
Isl o.nds -- be tu;I(Jen Let: 40 degs: and -~.{J degs. 
& in the vicinity of the French !E.t.tj'i.~t'!i""Is.ZandS. 

It z's reported that z; he seals that have 
come south frot:z both the ArlJertcai'l & Russian 
IsJ.a.nds mingle here. Several Sr::.n Francisco 
Schooners sai.Zerl fror:z that City for the Japan 
Coast in Jan uary (!; Ji'ebrual~!J I892 wt th the in
ten ti on of scaling in the places referred to, 
then on the Melish Bank & so to Japanese~ 
Russian u.Jaters. The Ca.ptatns of a.Zl these 
vessels should be seen. All Oaptatns & Hunters 
who have crossed the Pacific for th:J purpose 
of engaging tn seal huntin(J· or sea-otter hunt
ing on the Asiatic side should be questioned 
on this point. 

(b) 

'172e old /hmters & Captains whose nc1nes 

are r;tven under (d) should be r::xm,""£ined as to raids. . ~ 

and 

(c) 

'J'o the occur-rence of rookeries on the 

Aleut·tan Is.Zands , especicl.Z:;~ on Unimalf Island (f. Attu 

Island, & as t o thRt r JrrzorvlerZoe of the rookartes 

dtscovered on Rakofri et .Shrmi-noi Islc.nris of the 

Kuri l e Group, & on the Kamtschatkan Coast. 
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(d) 

Old TfuJzters & Captains i/Jho were on the 

Japcn Coast IO or T5 years ego say tlzat seals were 

at that t tme not at all afnazrlant on the Japan Coast 

& that most of the seals gotnu to the Cormna nder 

Islands went up t:he Jlmertcan Coast & then along the 

Aleutiarz. Islands to the GO!i'Z.Inander Croup. 

Of the olrl Tfunters ri· Captai '2 referred f; o 

above, the one that should be first seen and made a 

friend of ts Fred. Cracker, who is to be found at· 

the Bou.J-Heod Saloon. Cc:pt: Folge r, of Victoria, (/ 

& Gcpt: Mtn or, of Seattle, agree tn saying t hat he 

knO?fJS more then anyone e lse tn San Franci sc:o concern 

tng the rlistrtbution of seals at sea, & of raids on 

both Russian & American Island.tj. A le tter to him 

fror.z Ccpt: Polger would be of use. Cracker is 

reported to be an eccentric mr.~n Nil o if offended at 

first cannot afterwards be i'7Zadt? a friend of, so 

that greet car·e 7/tUS t bo exercised tn dealing wt t h 

ht1n. He is satri to exerc tse g-reu.t influence over 

other -'k~n Prunctsco Sealers, r:t- i: is c frimui of 

Gap&: A.P.Cc:.Tlson. (for·merly on !;he "HtJlen Blum".) 

Capt-: G. I sea cson (tonn(:rl:; on the "Jir;nrzan 11 

oumed !J;; Let!Jes & Co:) 

Capt: Prcmk dolznson. (for:wrly on Schr: 

""l ...,r. n"~-,.,..., ) fJ. f~ ... ..,().Vll-(;,1 • $ 

Capt; : Chcs. d ohnson. 

r' ? 0 • °C 0 1-.;.. r, Ton J ("I 0 i· t 11 ) <. ,r, • , J , . v u , ---' [· u C l v • , was Captain 

Oi' ,~1- ·'7 "l ·11 · I" u u z!J _,z z e • . .~ • 

--- lh:.' clt'Ji t;h, a boat -bui lrl qr, now in San 

J?ra.nc:tsco, was out il'Z I880 for .T.;etbes (~Go: as a
raider . 
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Tom Prcriart ck son -- an olrl hunter. 

The se 1non are ell frequenters oj the Row-

1/ead Sc:.l oon & can be jounrl bhere if Crock er cannot; 

be easily got at. 

Raids are reported to have been made on 

the Prtbyloff Islands in I890 by the "Alexander", 

owned by Leibes & Co:, tithe "Pearl", owned by the 

Alaska Co?nl:terct al Co: On T • -l t -, . 1 . e --- ul~/~e?Ozn lS 
" 

reported to have landed from the "Pecrl, with 

whiskey whi ch was given !!at--lues, & then the crews 

of both vessels went; ashore. Earlier in the season 

the "Pearl is reportedto have been a t the Pribyloff 

Islands ostensibly with wood but really fo r· skins. 

If possible statmnencs sh oald be got frmn men who 

were on thes·: vesse 1 s. SlWiil(i the:; be f ounrl &-

prove willing to t alk but not to si gn po.pers, care-

ful note should bq Jtept of cdl the&- is sat d. 

Besides the points on which spacial en-

quiT'!) is to be made, the men wlzose nc.7zes are given 

above can be quos1~toned as to other faat;s relctinrr 
V ~ 

to seal life, of which a !:temorandum is c:.lso sent you, 

Any infonrta 0ion as to 1/a r~ ivcs on the 

Prtbylojf r}: Commaruier Islands being tn the pay of 

the raiders will !Jo of value. ,, 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
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5. 

Points on whi ch all Sealing Capta ins , 

Hunters , & boat-steerers s h ould be questi oned, va ry-

ing the questions to suit the post t; i on that lrt!! lu.i s 

beerz fi l.Z erl i ?2 seo. l tng vessel s by t h e Fzcn e:x:arn t nerl. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 
I. Tt'ze number oJ' years enga(;'ed in seal t n{], i?Z 

whc,:;t ca.pa c tty , & z;? whet vessel s . 

2 . I f c.: HwzterJ the actual number of seals s ecured 

eac't :)ear do the nurzber knourn t; o be l os t by sinking , 

(a boG t-st; oerer i a also oftt'Jn abl e to gt ve pos t t i ve 

fi aures). 
(j .~ ' 

Captain;; sh ou.Zd be ques t i oned as to 

perce12tage 1 ost . 

:::t Th<J nuJnb:.! r kno?,Jn or thought to IN? wourzrled 

IJ.arllj enough to cause thc t 7~ death after they have 

escc.ped. 

4 . The rangrJ at ldzich sr:al s are usually shot. 

5. ;';(oo?e cf rli st r i b t?t ion at s ec - - i n "scho o.Zs" or 

n ot ? rf: i ,f' the f anner are th ey more rltfficul t to 

get t;hen than Kwhmz travel li ng c.J.lone . 

e. Do mal es rZ· jmnale s separc. te int o di 'f'qren t 
" 

!Jodi e8 J or ar e the sexes mtxed t;oge th er when t hey 

ar e t r avel l ing t owc.=rds the breeding Islc.:nd s ? 

7 Fc.cts referring to inter-comPzuntca t ton betweqn 

8. 

the sedl s resort tna to Prt byl off rf Go:·zrtXJ nder Islands 

(//e e A/emo rwuium. ) 

r-r.:• r?? coal S fOl'nri H (_.. V tJ ~/ :,.. • ,'fl, in c,s great numbers at sea in 

I 8U2 c.s IfJ~.)[ end C07u]Jc. re ' 7 +;,/?,(, u veaJ~ wt th p-revi ous 

:)OQT'S • 

9 Are s&c.ls 7!ZC7Y' u..Jc.r'y noli) i1nm formerly & e re 

! ';;>··,.-,] (.)Q t, f1C. -·.:> 

s eals ? 

o (' r r·y' i ;·z r.' · 'o" ?'' d ~ {J ., ' .. '1 I ,.. ( .{.t, ,, 1 
V •/ o;..; 

rrzore on the al ert th o.n mal e 
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6. 

Il. What proportion of the cows tclien ore barren. 

IO. ProJ.oort:t on of females to males. 

(c.) (!oc:st catch. 
(b) Behrtno S ec:. . A.mertr:an side. 
(c) do Astctic si(;'e. 

I 2 . Dir7 !JI ou hear of anu Schoo.,zers beinr}t in nehrtnn 
V ~ ' ~ 

/Jea (Amet·ican side) in I8.92 !Jesirl(ls ~~hose t;izc.t we re 

seized, & if the r e had been such vessels would )OU 

hcve probably heard of tt. 

I3. Hcve you when in Eehrirza Sea no~ i cod en!) dif-

,ference in: the qualit!) of the skins tcdten , or ere 

they us good as those tc.:ken along the coasts? 

I4. Have f/OU seen ::;eals pc.irtng tn the wat(:r, & if 

so hC've you shot; both 1rzale & female at such a time? 

I5. Do you constrier cmy protection is necessary to 

prevent the sea_l decreasing in numbers, & if so 

what ? (a) on the Is lends. (lJ) at sea. 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 

•41 
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(Copy.) 

VIC.T()RJ A. B. C. tVov: I 4, I8D2. 

Dear Sir,-

I duly received JO ,t r letter of Nov: 2nd. and 

have tried to get the skins asked for but there are 

none in the City but have got particulars of two 

consignments shipped separately the end of Oc t ober--

one from the Coast near Behrtng /)ea-- the other 

taken near Commander Islands, and affidavits can 

be got here by Sealers and Packer uizereby identi

fication can be established. Will write more 

fully on this to-:-morrow • 

I enlcose lu:rwwith fifty-ntne declarations 

taken by me on my west coast trip . Should you re-

quire an affidavit from the Interpreter please re

tur-rz those of them you think will be useful to Mr. 

Belyea and he will have the necessa-,.,) affidavits 

made, but you wtl.Z not;ioe that in nearly every 

case I have had the deponent state that what he has 

said has been read over and explatned in his own 

language, whi eh I think ought to be suffi et ent . 

I wi 11 send full report to -morrow of my trt p, cal

ling attention to certain of the affidavits from 

parties examined by the United States parties where

in they contrad i ct altogether what they are alleged 

to have said. I never got the American affidavits 
from Mr.Belyea, as he said lvfr.Macoun had not left 
them, but I had notes of ther.rz and think the ones I 
have got dispose of them most effectually. 

Ver7J truly yours . 
( sd) A. P. Slwrwo ad. 

Dr. O.AI. Dawso,z . 
O.T.TAWA. 
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(Copy) 

(Private . ) Vi ctort a , B. C. Nov: I6, I892. 

Dear lJr. Dc:wson , -

Mr. Belyea yesterday showed me your te le 

gram and I go to Sarz Pranci s ea to-morrow to do my 

best , and I assure you I lank upon it as no easy 

task, especially to do uhat ts required without 

aLlowing my movements to be Jmoum or getting to the 

know.Zedge of those interested on the other side. 

The newspaper paragraphs were unfortunate 

but as I sat d yesterday the clew c01ne th rOU(Jh the 

Steamer "Maude" whi eh acme in to Alberni the day I 

ft rz i shed there and left a few hours after we did , 

and a letter came down from there from a correspon

dent of one of the papers upon wht eh was wrt tten 

up what appeared tn the press . I have waited here 

a couple of days to !ami 1 i art z e myself wt t h the 

nature of the material requt red and to get necessary 

letters to p ersons there. Polger told Mr. Bel yea 

thG! t the Sealers down the re would not help the 

British unless well paid paid for it-- said he 

had received word latel!J to that effect . Will 

pr oceed very quietly and cautiousl y at f i rst there 

and take i rz the situation so as to give you time to 

cypher me any furt he r instructions you may think 

advisable. Mr. Belyec:/s cyp her (200) will perhaps be 

bet ter them the one I actt, and the British Consulate 

will find me. Mr. Belyea is wiring you particulars 

of seal skins shipped from here last month and whi eh 

will not r each England for some time yet . Affidavits 

can 
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2. 

con be [JOt here establishing the take. In explana

tion of telegram I send memo given me in the matter. 

Very truly yours. 

( sd) A. P. Sherwood. 



. , 



,, 

r~ 

/l{i/ L 0 N lJ 0 N, S.W., 

16th NovmJher,lH92. 

!>ear , Dr • . Dawson, 
'- \r(_:, ..__~· 

'Phere . was . a . .Gonference. att,enrled b,v Sir r:har.les Russell , 

Sir R. We.b .s:t3It~)~I3'-t J?.g},)~,Si.r-. Q.J~.- P.ow~Jl, Sir Thoma_;; Sanderson , 

The Hon. Mr. tJiea.de,J:h~ ... Jion.Ivlx. ~ ,.Qr(_)ss,J~r~ .Hussell , Mr. Maxwell , 

the 

those un~er ~lause VII . 

The rl_ist.inet_,jon is to he i'f1 ::-: isted upon,anrl we will con,-

tend that. the' first s'et of questions must.~ be settlert. before 
. ~~vt. . 

dealliW' vn th Seal L1fe . 
b " 

Mr. Fairholme ~oes to Washington to ins;,ect anrl examine 

the Russian oorrewponrlence . 

T ha·~e told "Sir Thomas ~B.!lfl. ~rson yqU-woulri_ prepF.re and e 1!- .r .,, .. . ... • ... 

senri. to Sir Julian 'Paunoefote ~for Mr . ,Jre irho~me, a ~'U.irle for 
,. • ' .. l .. 

his search, so far as re:derenoes of value to the quest ion of 

the Alaskan boundary are eoncPrned . 

Will you kinrUy rl_n sn? 

The ~onference was arlverse to my suggested attempt to 



get a~vay the subject of regulations from the fionvention . 

They seem to think ,.te can only take the·".lir1je"' that the 

pelagic rer;ulat i ens shall be ma~@' conditional upon the en 

forcement of" e'ffectiva' cbncilrrent ·~'"egu1atio"ns 'on 'shore . 

l cabled you t.6-da:'y b.s' ·follo\vs: 

" IJecirl.ed to rl.e"elope who'le of our·!·case, insisting upon 
~'prior consirl_era.ti_qn of rilau,se VI . h~~Gannqt .~.~ail befcire 
"3rn . proximo , when'· you shouln_ come here . What material 
"available., aryl. wh~n CFtn you send balance? " 

I am, 

Yours faithful J.y_, 

/t ~~ 
Geor~e M. Dawson, ~~sq . _, 

r; • M. G. , L L. D. , b, ~- R. s , 

R-.c • ' Pcc.' &0:' 

(......_ - /1: J~ 
· ~ __..,--- 1_ 

\ 







-
--~--- --~ -~ --~ -

LONlJON, S, W, 18th November, 1892. 

Dear Dr. Dawson, 

I have to acknowledge tQ.e~ receipt of your 
letters of the lst and 4th instant . 

The first of these enc t osed your draft, scheme 
for treatment of Part II of Case,and referred to 
the last portion of your "print . " 

I note your sugg0stion with reference to the 
extraction from the documents relating to the Rus-
s1an American Gompany of anything relating to the 
lann boundary-and also your suggestion in reference 
to t,he continuance of prohibition of sealing in 
Behring Sea. 

Your second letter enclosed lvlacoun's memoran-
dum for Mr . Sherwood,and informed me that your print 
re "property'' was being sent . 

Dr ~ G.M. Dawson , C. M. G. , Yours faithfully, 
Pr.c., &c . , fee., ~~~ - ~;/~ 







·. 



~ 
I 

.. 
CABLE. LOTvDON, I 6th November, I 892 . 

TUPPER. 

OTTAWA. 

For Dawson . Decided to develo_v whole of 

our Casr: ,tnststtno on prtor constd,ering of Clause 

Six . Cannot sail before third of December 

when you shou.Zd come here . What material available 

and when can JOU send balance ? 

Tupper . 

(A bove trc.nscriptt on of Cipher Message received 

3 . P. /'v1. I 6th Nov . I 892. t¥ 





~ 

(Copy.) 

CABLE. OTTAWA, I7th November, IR92. 

Tupper. 

Foret gn Office. 

LONDON. 

Will send further print on management 

probably Monday next, thts concluding draft accord-

ing to my memorandum of Ist. Instant. Muclt work 

remains in comparison evidence and compilat ton new 

matter. Infonnatton arrives slowly from West Coast 

--- Commissioner Police gone San Francisco -- may 

have result in two weeks. 

Do you wtsh me to leave here third Decem

ber or await vour return/. 

Chg: Behrtng Sea Account. 
(Dept: of Mart ne. ) 

.l) (j {V1 ~AlA.., 
'JJlf.P.O:Ii!Tl: --





• 
CABLE • LONDON, IB November, I892. 

DAWSON, 

Oeologi cal Survey. " 

OTTAWA. 

Your telegram of I7th. 

about 8rd. December. 

You should leave 

Define by telegraph any matter which remains 

for compiling. Law Officers inquiring as to what 

matert al remains and when it wi 11 be probably ready. 

Ascertain from Belyea when his material from Vtctort 

will be completed. 

TUPPER. 

(Message received in cipher I0.30 A. M. ) 

(}( 
~ 

• 





Cable. (Cipher from London I9th Nov: I892. ) 

(Despatch received I.20 P. M.) 

DAWSON. 
Ri deau Club. 

OTTAWA. 

n/' 
~rt1 

Your telegram of I7th. Frauds refer Russian 

translations only. Request has been made by the 

Unt ted States Government for an extenst on of time 

for preparing their • Some postponement 

of arbitration ts possible. 

TUPPER. 





Cable Message reaeived in Cipher I2.IO P.M. 2I Nov: !892. 

DAWSON. 

Geologi aal Survey. 

OTTAWA. 

Your telegram of I9th. Extent offal-

stfiaation not yet known. Logs in London 

TUPPER. 



• 



CABLE • (Sent tn Cipher- I0.30 P.M. IBth Nov. IB92. ) 

" TUPPER. 

Foreign Office. 

LONDON. 

Replying your IBth --- work remaining all bear

ing on points enumerated my memorandum Ist. Instant-

consists:-

First: Analysts depositions -- 79 received--more 

expected. 

Second: Agent's observations-- draft nearly com

pleted. 

Third: Vessel logs-- seven received--more expected. 

Fourth: Analysts U. S. depos t t tons be art ng on Seal 

Islands and Sea and comparison ours. 

Fifth: Seal logs Men-o-war--are they tn London ? 

Sixth: Addi ti anal references Natural ts .ts supporting 

statements in draft. 

Seventh: Criticism u.s. proposals protection. 

Eighth. Additional short report British CommissiOfl
ers 

Fifth to seventh may watt my arrival London.· 

Are falstfi ea tt ons admitted in U. s. Case con
fined to translations ? 

Chg: Behrtng Sea Account. DAWSON. 
Marine nept: 





~. 

Telegram. Vtctorta, B.C. lt/ov: I9th, I892. 

Dr. G.M. Dawson. 

Geological Survey. 

OTTAWA. 

Further declarations respecting seals in 

tnland waters can only be got by gotng to locality 

tn question -- many hunters now absent will return 

(locality ?) in few weeks -- Will then get declara

tions. Have forwarded I3 logs-- will get more tn 

few days. 

( sd) Bel yea. 
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(Copy) 

SAN .PRAT\fCISCO. Nov: 2I. I892. 

My dear Sir,-

I arrived here this mornino and ?lEnt at onoe 

to the Brittsh Consul's Offioe uizere I received vours of 
the I 4th Instant wt th enclosure, all of whi eh I have 
noted. I do not think it wil.Z be neces.c;ary for me to 

return by Victoria, and I would prefer returning the 

other wav, but if there is anything which occurs to you 

which would require my return there please advise me by 

wire and I will do soo Mr.D.A.Macpherson of the Public 
Works Department camf? over from Vi et o ria with me, and 

upon looking over the work to be done here and tle eviden 
ce to be taken, it struck me that I had better keep him 

to help me or I would be obliged to engage a sh art ha:nd 

and type-writer assistant at pretty high figures to 

assist me, so I wired you to arrange for an extension of 
his time for a few days, as of course I can rely on his 

fidelity uizereas I would be suspicious of anyone picked 
up here. I am satisfied from my brief inspection to-day 
that I can secure some important t; est tmony, and I have 

arranged to employ a thoroughly good man to steer the 

witnesses in and wi 11 begin in earnr? st on Wednesday 

morning. Have rooms engaged. I cannot; be long at it 

beforo it rpll reach the ears of our .friends on the 

opposite side but I wtll only have to face them and do 
nothing t1~t ts not honest and above board. Mr.Munsie 

has given me letters to some parties tn Petallftma, about 

IOO miles fronz here,where he says I should nzost certainly 
go . Yours IJ:c. 

(signed) A. P. Sherwood. 
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(Copy.) 

ll .l' ~ ' 
~V'P1·W 

VICTORIA, B. C. 24th Nov: IBD2. 

Dr. G. M. Dawson. 

Ottawa. 

My dear Sir,-

"'\' 

i\. 
'"'·- ., . I., 

I have ju..c;t received JOur letter of I6th 

Instant a.cknowledging receipt of Peter's and Folger 

declarations, rf:c. This letter a.rrtverl in last 

nif;ht 's ma. il but was not put in my box until after

noon to-day. I received tt et 6.P.M. The envelope 

looks suspiciously soiled on the edges of the clos -

ing part or "flap". I wired you to-day in 200 

cipher as fo.llows :-

"Two AgentB and a rletecti ve United Stat;es 
"here working very secretly--am shariowing them
"Fronz now can receive much ad/itttonal evidence 
"on points indi ea ted ". 

These parties have been here about IO 

days-- in fact for the past 6 months the Office of 

the United States Consul here has been a veritable 

nest of U, S. Treasury Agents, detectives, and offi

ctals of all kinds and qualities, and all working 

on this Behrtng Sea Question. I have advised the 

Collector of Customs here to let no inforraation out 

o{. his office upon the matter to the Consul here-
·' . ' 

p.. fter wz:,thout lett tng me know who. t is wanted, and 
~ . . .. 

~·1 I ./zazfe."nny doubts about it I s,hal.Z ask him to 
·' , 

QlOQ it ins true ti on s fro7n Ottawa. 

I have reason to believe that one of the 
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2. 

tricks of the coterie of United Stcdes Officia.ls 

now here is to load up a paid tool to come to me to 

volunteer his evidence for the British side. Two 

or three of these fe.Zlozos hc~ve called on me, and 

the start es they told of the ratio of females to 

rizal os ki 11 ed, of thq number of fem.Z es tn pup ki .Zled 

and the wholesa.Ze destruction of hundreds and 

thousands of seals by the Vi et ori a hunters, tn order 

to make any catch at al.Z, was appal.ling. These 

men were strangers, gave fictttio~c; names, but 

were utterly unable to gtve the name of a single 

Schooner they had been on or Captain they had br::en 

With . Another work these Offi cers s~Jem to have 

fairlv well accomplished has been to get about all 

of Major Wi 11 iams' witnesses out of the country • 

.Excepting those already dea.Zt with, there is not a 

half dozen out of t le 30 now he re. 

The better class of hunters are now re

turning to the City to r::ngage for next season and 

I am hopeful of securing about 50 addit tonal rle-

clarations . I have to-day employed a trz4sty man 

to look the men up for me as they return . 

I enclose under separate cover by this 

mai1 dec1arations of John Kreff (re ut sed), Joseph 

Broum, James McRae , Capt :VI. O. Hughes, and r?Xtracts 

from the .Zog of the Steamer "Thistle ". These logs 

are very difficult to get . Manv of the vessels had 

no logs kept at all -- many others kept a log but 

made no entries of the daily cat ch of seals-- some 

f'!aptains flatly refuse to furnish the log. In one 

case I had the extracts made but I found that less 





~ 
<..) • 

than half the catch was accozmted for, and a care-

ful examination of the log and journal pointed prety 

conclusively to raids on Copper Island. I hope 

however, to get a few more . 

I beg to call your attention to the de-

pos t& ion of one T. T. Willia.ms, of San Francisco, and 

hts"report" printed tn the evidence submitted by 

the United States. .This T. T. WiLZiams says he is 

jouT?zalist employed on the "Examiner" of San Fran-

cisco. This paper is notoriously the organ of the 

big sec:.ling Compcnies of the United States. Would 

it mo t be we 11 to spec i.fi call.7J. answer hi m ? The re 

are several gentlemen here who can do so in a most 

comple te manner. 

In reference to R. H. McMc:.nus -- this man is 

not now here . Cc:.ptain Reilly died some weaks ago 

and I he ve not so far found any of the crew of the 

Schooner during the season he was on her. The 

oumer says, both King-Hall and McManus are scoundr-

els, but the owner ' s rnouth is closed by reason of 

his peculiar tactics last yqar . I shall, however, 

get some thing about McManus . 

I have about completed a Return of the 

Sealing Fleet, its value, &c, for I89I and IBD2, 

and shall forward it to the Marine & Fisheries Dept : 

in a few days . 

I am, Sir, 

Yours very truly , 

( sd) A. L. Bel yea. 
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!#,;:,1:a 

My dear Doctor Dawsort, 

~~h~~Mitd@~v 
fo/ft/~/£~~r/ 

t:j}/ti_ata/ 24th Nove?t)8ffJJ/ _ 2 
/ 

I have your note of this morrt1I1g. I had not 

forgottert about McManus . On Vlonday I made a thorough,but 

unsuccessful,search among our records and yet I feel positive 

that I have se'3rt his rtame irt some of our correspor~dence . 

If he is the mart I have irt mind,he was livirtg 

for some r,ime in th<1 neighbourhood of Qu ' Appelle and I think 
' ..... 

was a nevtspaper corr8spondertt . ~ ~/"' ~ ...... - ~ ... r-' ~ 
~ ~ ~.,;-I expect, to lea;re here for th9 North \Vest on 

Saturday , and while +,here will make gew=3ral inquiri9s artd send 

th1 result either to you in ~ngland , if you vlill let me he:;.ve 

your address , or to Mr . 'rupp9r, whiche;rer you say. 

Believe me , 

Yours very truly , 

Geo . M. Dav;·-wn, ~sq ., C.M. rr., 

Ottawa. 
~~ 
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Telegram • Victoria, B . C. 24 Nov: .l892. 

Dr. G. M. Dawson . 

OTTAWA. 

Two Agents and detective T!ni ted Stc tes here 
1 

workino venJ secretly -- am shadowing them. From 

now can secure much additional evidence on points 

indicated. 

Bel yea. 



Telegram • Victoria, B. C. 24 Nov: .[892. 

Dr. G. M. Dawson. 

OTTAWA. 

Two Agents and det;ecti ve United States here 
I 

workilZ{J very secretly -- am shadowing them. From 

now can secure much additional evidence on points 

indicated. 

Bel yea. 





Telegram,. San Francisco. Gal. 

Tvovember 24th, IB:J2. 

Dr. George. lvf. Dawson. 

OTFAWA. 

May I mention ( ri ve tt in g) ? and substance 

of American affidavits tn order to show incompetence 

or get dental. 

Sherwood. 





CABLE. LO!IDOT\1. 2Cth November, I892. 

Dawson . 

Geologt cal Survey. 

OTTAWA 

Your telegr~n of Twenty - fifth . Arrange 

that United States Agent Agents and detectives in 

Victoria are l))atchod and their actions . 

Tupper. 



Telegrarp, . Ottawa, 25th November, 1892. 

A. P. Sherwood . 
c. o. British Consul. 

SAN FRANCISCO. Gal. 

Agreement for secrecy renders dire et denial un
desirable . Deponents might repeat testi0moy if 
asked whether they gave evidence before . Examine 
same deponents on stmt lar points or fxk&xx ascerta tn 
their credility and experience by name from 
others . 

Chg: B~ S. Acct. Dau;son . 







GABLE. (Sent in Cipher 4. I5 P.M.) 

OTTAWA, 25th NovembJr, I892. 

TUPPER. 

Foreiq.rz Office . 

LQTI/DON. 

Sail December 3rd. from New York. Victoria 

telegraphs United States Agents and detectives 

secretly working there. 

Ghg: Behrtng Sea Account. DAWSON. 

Marine nept: 
c. w. 





TELEURAM. OTTAWA, 25th November, I892. 

A. L. BELYEA. 

VICTORIA. B. C. 

Have ye u my letter of I 6th wt th new 

ctpher. ? 

Chg: Beh. Sea Ace. 
Marine Dept: Dawson. 
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,,,{[I:M(}F?.:1 ·VTJU~t Qi\1 CANAD4--A T;,j,)}(A . 

. . . . " 
r;OUVDilRY. 

We hol d thct irz t;!w (l',J]imttc·tion of t;/ze nourzO:c..ry on 

~~,e rrnr··-f·'l r;r-,,-;f er:c•'3t o(' /.J,,.,,..,,,.(i !J ('t' ''''' ('/Z f' rer ·t· R,,...z'ta 1 'Yl ,tt. 
U{(l-' w .._ {/(., IJf_•t.,. v .1 .· - t r. l ~.l". 1, \,..t...t. , • t." '• .. r"_, '~ '- .,;,~ } lr ' W 1v 

Rus.Jic , fo rmi n(; port/ of the Conurn.~&ton or Trer i~J of I825, 

i t wes not ,'.Jrir:crt.L ly the if21,enti0 17 to utvtJ to i?u::n~ic.. rny 

OO i'Wiri'tJrc.:blo !:rlrlth of terrtz~ r>r:J on tho CoYJ,t;i .J? C.-zt souUt -

ea st of t he I4Tst' . deqree cj" Donai t urle . 
~ ~ 

'I7ze correspondence lec:J?ing z;,p t' a l: h·' n?at·y S Br]'>'IZS {;Q 

show t-his, and it is fo und tha. t o ·Pf,:rerl ,/ t. . / 

to Russtc a strip of coc.:st betweerz th:J base of the moun-

le ins cmcl /,he sea onl '~e Th t s lVas aft" er.wuTdS, however·, 

enlarged so as t o extend back to the summit of the 

JiWlti'Jtu tns runntnr,· "pa.rallell :J " with t,he n cecn Cocst , wtth 

t1-z r: urovtso that .·olwrov::.•r such surnmit la / rrzorrJ than [() 
L 

-

mcrirUJ ]f';agues from t lzq coast, the ltne of rlen!£1-rcr.d·to;z 

should run "pr..;rallell y " wi th t he co~sl et; r,his riistunct? 

o.f TO 1 e~gucs . 

The JO l r'oauc .o r ovtso 7Vc:s &ln~s a mc.xt mz.t_,:z lt ,-n tt tnn 
~ - J 

at stC'n ce 1d2 i eh xco ul d unrier no et rcumstcrz cas be e:x:ceedcrl. 

I t is 'mind , h ow(:zy,7' , that ins l~ Cc;_r:( of c:rl?oz it'; in(! that the 

shore ltne thus cccordori ~~o Iiussic , constttu,tec-' T'Zercly c:. 

p t N~· a t e ... · e t·o -• ,,. :, t· 0 o ···•·? .... ' _, r ~.~, ~ c:. J .) '~/':~ ' , 
rh , tr -· 1- , ., (•t ..•. ,.., . , " (; i.l.rz z v eo , > r.. f.>(, s, nor,; 

b • f , • . • ' .J I ' 1 .tV 7'> • m I 1 
cSPZtJ ,;twzr rz c:m, r.m (: ne o u. r:.i·.~, s .r:zr.~n .l reat;:!, .'n rY'Jo. 

nct·urol dispostt: ion to cl~. ira t;he l!IL.· Xi il'l.?./.?1. lir.rztti na r/ts-

lance cs t;he normcl ono,onr" 1;o mcintct-rz conten t ions in 

SU/Jli Or't oj' c coc s t strtu oJ" somJJ thtrt~; miles tn width . 
L L .( • 

As the Rus:=:tcn- 1mert can Co,npo.n) was at the t ime 

j)T'(.::ct-tca lly t1t(-t rmly Tluss t a;1 interest involu<-?d tn the 
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3 . 

n ,, e c "7) c•n .. 7 • •,- , 0"~ ',.,,.:~-.. ,.., f) 7" 
~- ftt, ~n .!. ( 0 tAt ;r::;fl. I cu~d!. ,,.. < a ("~(.) "; r·r;' e ~ of' ~~~·,., ·' r·tr; ~-~ u 1 ~;. . , ~; , , 7fxe c7t-

t t ve Courwt .L of British Col U.lftb i a, f!'i 11 s erve more ful l v 

to exp lain the postttorz talmn lJ:J that Coucr~-·l:mn t . 

Ib wi.Zl be noted (m consult;·tnu &he 'Z,recn~y of Ih'2/J , 

that the in it t a 1 ;_Joint of t lt ,; .line of ri'e.1:-zo real.: ton is rle -

fin ad as D he so zr. Lh e rrz.;n os{; ' ') t,~f· 0 -t f"r·7· r•cn ri·i' :_1 f • ., ;'/,C./ (/ l~ . [, (', l.,.,',.j Pf~·lt: c"~ I c•z/ 77 ,C/ 
V.• . t.... ,,..,~- .,., . (~~ 

"root eh po ini es irz the Perc.lle.l of 5-t;. rZe;/s : 40 ;ntns . 

tlt.Jo7·th Lc:t : rf· lJet::;ecn the [,;·lst~ and I.=:k~rd rienr ees of Wes' 

' 1 Lorto t t'ude " . 
,~' 

It; is iwpot"tant to Jazoto oe cauD/J of rdw t· ccmJ>iriero. -

tio,;-zs the oa.rr>i cul c:-r La.l;fttJrle here rej'r:,i·retZ to was chosen 
.;.. ' . . 

Ilz T824, i n the Trectif then Tfl..atle bet-;.oeen U~e United States 
..; 

c.nd l'iu.ssia , the .ltne ofDat; z' t'ude t.J4 deos : 40 :·~ins . wos 

la i d dou;n o.s a dtv i ston bet11..reen the "sDheres of influence] 

of the two Powers, beyond rohich setl'.Ze1.r.:t-nts , ,.fc , eou J.rl 

not be tori,;wd tram e t ther direction . It is now claimed 
u < 

by the Unttqd ,:Jt a. te s ,that the Brtti sh-ltz~ssian Tr·eaty ltne 

of o.ctv~d del ii'Z i t c.~.tt on, u;as eqz~x ll:J intended to run clonct 

this ParoL~eD7of !,a l;tiu.d/J for t77h' f i rs t pert of it-s 

course. rt is on the contrar; hel rt on our .'Jart , th(!t 
V < 

th{J 0at;tturic s t c. t;ed , be t nu as n earl 7;· as posriible that of 

the soul:h ern,no st po in~~ of /Jr i n ee of Wa.Ze s I s.L a;ozrl, ruas 

merely ;:;,::.;err- , i n t h e Treaty to defint; Uw.t ini!;iol point , 

and consequqntly that tho line does not necessarily fol -

l oru this Pu.ru.lle.Z of T,ct t tude uft'er .Zecuin(] t?za· initial 

po t1zt, but con.formC! bl y ll.li t h i ts pro per n·e .'·.-:cri ;:'.1<~ i mz ''rlscenr?s 

to the North . " 

I t is further impor tn•n to lm m~.1 why the s~·_u:;c,.>i al 

provt st on l:cs t.;-z:;~:: rt e d t hot 1.:;ri n ce j ' '-'T ., 
0 ''v(l..L(:}S I . ~ If 7 1" Sl f...lZU S ZO .L 

be J. onq whol l y t o Flu ss t " • !?us t /; supp o set.? t h c· t the 1 i na 

t n "as c en (i i nq t o t he .Tt/ or t; 1i 11 m i r;:t h out off pr_,~ rt 0 f > 1 ·17,n 
f V :;..; 

ls.lr..nri, anri ts there on!) reaBon t·o believe th ot the in -

teres t.s· of the Russt an Compan:J were center(~d on this 
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TELEGRAM. 

Dr. G. M. Dawson . 

OTTAWA . 

SAlv FRANCISCO. GAL. 

29th November, I892. 

Telegram received. Have tele grapherl 

Belyea. Progress and evidence he re satt sfactory--

no publicity yet. 

SfUi'fiWOOD. 

(Messpge received in cipher -- II. 30 A. M. ) 
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