Moose Jaw 1l1lth.Decr.1894

My dear Sir-

I have your Tavor of the 7th.instant and am
much obliced to vou Tor the interest taken by you in regcard
to the guestion of prairie fifes. In the past Histry oT
these Territories, there have doubtless been dry and moist
cvcles more or less marked. T have throurch talking with
intellircent half breeds traced more or less satisfactorily
the history of this part oT them-covering a large extent Trom
Fast to West-"or a good many years and this has been the case.
But generally if not always,while these periods ol drought
were being exnerienced, there were extensive Tares racing over
large parts of it and Tor years in succession,arisinge Trom Jeuds
petween the Indian tribes-as signals From one tribe to another
and Tor the purpose o preventing the victorious tribe Trom
followinec the deTeated one with their ponies. My impression
was that these extensive [ires had largely to do with and
ereatly accounted Tor thses cycles of drought.. There 1is no
dofibt, whatever but that the rrowth o~ extensive belts o~ timber
would greatly help to cause more moisture and T shall gladly
avail mvself of vour suggestion in regard to this. These {ires
are causing much dsstfuction of such timber as we would other-
wise have out here. Tlast season, or cxample,some eifht thou-
sand acres of timber,I am assured,were burnt in the Cypress
#i1ls alone, S.W.of Swift Current. The burning ol ihe vepdtable

mould caused by them is one ofT the worst results of these Cires.



This 1is an drreparable loss to .the country. . And thée larege
tracts o" sand and rravel which are thus exnosed mast I think
do much to cause droucht and excessive heat.

The question is a most serious one to us out here. And
there is no doubt that since 1883 inclusive, we have been
havine much dryer seasons out here than those which were had
here before that. These Tires aré dolng seriews Iniury to

this Western country apart “rom their inTluence on its soil

and climate as Tor example in .the hurning of this veggtable

fmohﬁh and I hope that the Government will be persuaded to bake

0H the matter with enerrcy as to the best way o7 nmatting them

&

/déwn.

Yours very truly

Sir J.W.Dawson LL.D.

Montreal
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