LENSFIELD COTTAGE, CAMBRIDGE, 27 MAY, 1887,
DEAR SIR WILLIAM DAWSON,

YOUR LETTER TO ME RESPECTING AN ENDEAVOUR TO BRING ABCUT
A GENERAL AGREEMENT AMONEST ENGLISH-SPEAKING GEOLOG1STS RE-
GARDING CLASSTFICATION, NOMENCLATURE, AND MAPPING WAS PRINTED
FOR THE USE OF THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL SOCIETY, WHEN THE
SUBJECT CAME PEFORE THEM THE FIEST STEP THEY TOCK, AFTER
DISCUSSING MO SOME EXTENT THE MATTER, WAS TC FEQURST ME "0
BRING 1T OFFICIALLY BEFORE THE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, AND IN-
VITE AN EXPRESSION OF TEIF OPINICON,

THE COUNCIL OF THAT SOCIETY GAVE TE MOST CAFEFUL CONSI1DER-
ATI0N TO YOUR PROPOSAL, AND APPOINTED A COMMI TTEE TC CONSIDEE
1T FUETER AND REPOKT UPON 1T, THE RESULT OF THEIR DELIBFR-
ATIONS WAS EMBODIED 1N 4 RESOLUTION WHICH THEY SUBMI TTED 7O
THETR COUNCIL, BY WHOM 1T WAS APPROVED, THE CGENERAL PURPORT
OF THE RESOLUTION WAS THAT WHILE THE COUNCIL SYMPATHIZED
WITH THE WISH YOU NAD EXPRESSED, THEY FELT THAT 1T WAS CONTRA-
RY TO THE UBUAL PRACTCE CF THE SOCIETY TO TLKE THE INTTIATIVE
IN ORGANIZINC A SCHEME FOR THE PURPOSE, IN  THE EVENT HOW-
EVER OF A DEFINYTE PLAN OF ACTION BREING PRCPOSED, WHE THER BY
MEANS OF CONSULTATION!' BETWEEN THE REPFESEN TATIVES OF CECLOGI-
CAL SURVEYS OF OMiERWISE, THEY WOULD BE READY MO NOMINATE
DELEGATES ON PART OF TME SCOCIETY TO ATTEND ANY MEETINGS THAT
MIGHT BE WELD,

ON RECE1VING ME REPLY OF TIE GEOLOGICAL SOCIETY, THE PUR-
POET OF WHICH 1 HAVE JUST MENTIONED, THE COUNCIL OF THE ROYAL
SOCIETY REQUESTED ME 710 WEITE TC YCOU EXPRESSING THEIER SYMPATHY
WITH YOUR OBJECT, BUT STATING THAT BEFORE TAKING ANY ACTICON ;
T™EY WOULD RE GLAD TO RECEIVE FROM YOU SOME DEFINITE SUGCES T
IONS AS TO THE MEANS BY WH1CH THE END YOU HAVE 1IN VIEW MIGHT
BE SECURED, ;

1 DAFE SAY THAT PEFOFE THIS YOU MAY HAVE COMMUNICATED YOUR
SUGGESTION 1IN ¢ TMER QUARTEFRS] AND PFERMAPS YOU MAY Now BE TN A
CONDITION WO MAKE SOME MORE DEFITITE SUGCESTIONS AS WO THE
PRACTICAL STEPS YOU WOULD ADVISE WITH A VIEW WO BRINC ABCOU™T
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