HARROW

I shared a room with aaggzézg%—re&a%éen and ought of course to

have been loyal to him; however, my greatest friend Mordaunt Lawson,
always known as MarcuslconSpired with me to make war on my bedroom
companion, and he was a great adept at bombarding him through the door
of the bedroom which I shared. Marcus was especially entertained by
the fact that this boy, like many boys at that age, qeveloped a tendency
to pimples on the face which he attempted to treat by the applicétion

of the kind of watch key which prece‘ded the modern vg;f:h winder.

He christendd the boy "Googee Pick", and I can still see;&hrdﬁé the

#aa
hole which Marcus made tierewsig~the door, standing at bay, wdsbese his pale

face disfigured with the inky water which was squirted through the hole., ¢

Marcus inherited the Weg\of his famous father Sir Wilfred Lawsonl
and *:perhaps I nevér enjoyed myself more than staying with him at
Brayton where we caught eelé in the lake, and played cricke® in a
vast unused drawing room. It was a great loss to the world when Marcus

died a few years later.
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LIST OF DOCUMENTS TO INSERT OR REFER TO

The Liberator. Preamble to my Public Trust.
My Tract 1910. Morals and Religion. : | ¥

Article on Trust system Contemporary Review.
(Files of my review articles are at Adstock Vicarage.)

Articles in 19th century and COntemporary, etc. from about

1900.

1

: ' |

Article on a day's gardening, not published. ;
2 |

»



This occupied the whole time of my Parliamentary life,
beginning 1911. British poliey had by that time become
committed to the pro-French side from the time of the Anglo-
French entente of 1904. It was too late to make it ones
Job unless it was still possible to modify the lines then
adopted by the Liberal Government. |

Crey was thought to be perfection, and the few of us
who aspired to affect his policy showed temerity. However,
my decision to put this course before any other, and before
the aspiration to get office, was deliberate. The Algeciras
Conference had taken place, and the chance of alliance with
Germany, which Joe Chamberlain had advocated, was out of reach.
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THE ANGLO-GERMAN PROBLEMS
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We were fortunate indeed in our parents. lother was truly‘ﬁ
what A.G.Gardiner said of her; "A fine flower of the Viotorisn
age." I am thankful that we got her memoir written. 4 has
1nsp1redrmany and will inspire her descendants.

What an ineffaceable tragedy that such energy and geodﬁess‘
were imprisoned from early years by ill health and pain. I do
not remember her going for a walk. The only outlet for physical
. energy which lasted till my day was in leading us in singing.
What force she put into the piano on those winter evenings in
the library when we revelled in her bound volumes of the songs
sang as a girl, and nigger minstrels, and the Harrow song book,
and made fun of Victorian sentimentality of "She Wore a Wreath of
Roses.” | |

She was by nature also an intellectual. The fact that we
her children are exceptionally united in spite of our marked
diversity of view is due to the devotion with which she surrounded
us. '

After her mother's death in 1885 her natural breadth of mind
was free to expend. She had been brought up %o abjure the stage,
and to déclihe waltzing. She had only broken this rule when the
~ Prince of Wales request was regarded as an order. She urged me ’
to be social, and regretted that I did not take to Londoh dances.
She rejoiced that I did a iot of dinner parties and week-end visits.



Inactivity must have been a dreadful trial to her. Her
extreme energy in playing accompaniments represented I suppose
a means of giving vent to force whiech had not‘othér outlets; and
once when I came up from private school I remember how active she
looked in a lovely sealskin coat, and how far handsomer she was
than I had noticed before.

Clifford's drawing of her is too robust, but it gives her
energy. Father once told me that he took that huge house in
Grosvenor Crescent because he then expected her to entertain a
lot, which shows that up to 1870 Mother was active.

She must have suffered as much from inability to do things
for others as from her physical pains. The chief thing she could
do for us was reading aloud, and how delightfully she read.
Unhappily it was just this reading from a sofa with the eyes
directed downwards which ruined her eyes. In the years of blindness
she was pathetically grateful when flowers were brought to her -
to feel their shapes.

One realises too late how little one did for her. Especially
do I deplore that I persuaded her to let me leave off 1éarning the
plano at school. She seldom urged things on us, and I knew that
my insistence grieved her.

Few lives can have experienced a greater total of suffering,
but I do not remember her ever complaining. It was no doubt a
great help to hef to think that her trouble was in some way the

Will of God. #hen some of us arranged for religious absent
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treatment, it would have distressed her if we had told her so.
As some French divine said of her when she spént a winter in TFaris,
she had "le coeur bien serieux.” '
Une can hear her emphatic tone when she said, "I adore Churech -
services.” No doubt that feeling grew when she ceased to be able
to get to a church. But she lived up to her favourite quotation f
"Forgetting those things that are behind, and reaching forth to
those that are before."

Mother's health was a sad loss to Father. He was so sociable

that he would have loved raying visits with'her, and he had the

social quality which is expressed in the words of the inseription
at Upshire: "Endowed with a gracious personality” whiech fitted well
with soecial life.

But I think he was satisfied so long as he had children to
ride with him, and he was not a type that cultivated enjoyment very
much. His epitaph might well have been: "One who sought but buty's
iron erown."

Living at home I ought to have been far more to him than I was.
I only remember once getting up a sight-seeing excursion with him.
That was when we went to South Wales, taking Helen with us. I
should think the episodes he enjoyed most after we grew up were the
times in Australia and the visits he paid in Ireland by himself, or

 with Mabel.




REC OLLEC TIONS j ;

I am often urged to record recollections of my past, but I think
autobiographies of people without public greatness are not worth any-
body's time to read. And in these busy days, even things of personafh
interest to relatives are probably not used. However, as I have to |
Spénd some days in hospital without being able to see, I may as well
respond to the kindly interest of my sisters and dictate a few points.

What I feel least disinclined to do is to say something about
people who have had an influence on me, and I will also amuse myself . ;é
by recalling a few odd recollections which may interest those who

4

shared them. And 1t 1s also possible that one or two of my children

may waste their time on genialities and ancient records which have ,ﬂ

no particular interest. J
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T don't think there is anything interesting in the way of _f?
influences to relate before I went to school. We lived a very

isolated 1ife, seeing hardly any children except the Noels.

Qur governess was not social, and not young or athletie.
It might have been better for our natural shyness if we had seen

more people. Even at Cromer where there were cousins, Miss Jay

led us to dislike them. We must have had most of our social 1life
from the company of our parents.

Father rode with us several times a week, and I seem to
recollect comstant walks to the home farm. Every Tuesday we rode
to Waltham, and every Friday to Epping as he was chairman of the
Bench at both. I myself when we had a schoolroom at the Bury
. never dared to interrupt schoolroom lessons, but he did constantly,
and we owe him ever so much for freely doing so when he took us to
shows and public events. I remember visits to the London Fire
Brigade; the Buckingham Palace stables; the Eible Society House,
anﬁ he was very fond of the show at the Westminster Aquarium.

1 wonder what public occasion it was when I was handed along
over the heads of a dense crowd. In Norfolk he took me to autumn
shoots where I must have been toughened by walking and standing all
day long, and returning in the evening soaking wet 6n an outside , W;:
seat when I remember him saying to somebody, "It domsn't matter their |

‘being wet if you wrap them up warm."




A great thing he did for us was to make us fond of birds.
I remember him carrying a nesting box into the house with the tit
sitting on the eggs to show the bird to Mother; and one of his
frequent delights was to bring out one of the magnificent volumes
of Goulds birds, and turn over the lovely plates with us. |
Gduld was regarded as something almost sacred because of its superb
get up. We did not turn the pages ourselves because we might '
¢rease them or soil them. Every picture was amply worth hanging
on a sitting room wall. He taught us to distinguish harmless
snakes from adgers, and one result was that snakes which we brought
into the house got loose. In the northern wing the servants who
lived there in large numbers, then refused to stay in their raams;
and migrated to the swanky rooms on the gallery of the hall.

WWhen Tor went to school he became my leader in ﬁha holidays,
and for many years we seemed to have amused ourselves without much
companionship from Father. I sometimes feel that it was his

~deliberate plan of education to let us invent our amusements and he

encouraged us with equipment for them. I don't remember his Jjoining

us in fishing or birds nesting, and yet he must have carefully
provided us with the nesting ladder and the tackle, the canoce, the
carpentering at the estate wood year, and also with toys that I

never dared to supply to my boys for fear of danger, namely, steam

engines and toy cannons.
 Mother had become an invalid before the time I can remember,
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: and I have no mental picture of her walking about even in thé_‘
garden, Conmsidering this, it was extraordinary that she*waé'éﬁb . L;
main feature of our lives. ek -

A memorable incident was the Elble reading from one o'clock
until lunech., We schemed to keép her gossiping until the gong
rang. This had the double advantage of being more enjoyable then
the Bible, and of compelling her to keep us for Bible reading after
lunch, teking the time out of the hours of lessons.

éomehcw one has not the impression of the parents thhering
about us very mmch, but indeed this was part of their clever plan.

It certainly seemed that the young of later days to whom we in our
turn seemed to treat with far more attention, and to whom we gave
far more time must be equally unaware of the eohstant efforts made
for them.

'An éxeevtion was Father's riding with us. When it came to
hunting he seemed to be teaching us enterprise by a practice of
leaving us to our fate. We must all have memories of him
charging at rences; practicing his well-known maxim; "Si% back
and hit her" leaving us to follow without ever looking back to
gsee how we fared. Jumping fences in cold bhood was an unusual
form of education for small ehildren. I remember when riding to
a meet at Nazing when we had got past rern.Hall, and he wanted to
. explore a new line north of the brook, he charged at a stiff hedge

-dut of the road, and I in terror was compelled to follow on the

gob called "Skinmey." I very nearly came off and didn't find it
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an agreeable preliminary to the day's hunting.
’ As far as I can remember, technigue was disregarded in those
days. I don't think we were taught how to keep close to the
saddle, nor in shooting did we ever have shooting lessons. I
went to a shooting school for the first time when I was about
twenty-five, and found what a huge advantage it was.

later on I must have been an awful nuisance to Father through
my ungovernable longings to make improvements. In early days the
view from the library which was the usual sitting room was marred
by iron railings just beyond the lawn, and groups of trees just
outside them were also aurrounded by rings of railings. Having
seen somewhere the merit of a sunk fence, I would not rest until I
had got Father to remove the railings to their present position
which is certainly better, but necessitated his enclosing in the
garden two or three acres which were not wanted.

T wonder whether he gave in to avoid trouble or to educate me.
An event whieh looks like fha former occurred long afterwards when
gome party was leaving on a Monday morning, and among them d:cil |
Harris. As we drove away, the crash of a falling plane tree
roused my distress. It was the tree which stood behind the big
ilex, and Father had long wished to remove i%. I had dissuaded
him, but he at last decided to be bullied. no longer, and had ordered
the tres to be out on that Monday. Finding the men had arrived to
ocut it before we had left home, he took Cecil Harris into his



by his giving me the Bury when I was still only just of age.

memorable delightful time at home, where we were a large rarty

B
confidence, and asked him to get me away before the tree fell.
This T learned from Cecil Harris, owing to the plan to elude me

The other theory that he did things %o educate me was illustrated

When I was fifteen Father and Uncle Henry designed a Swiss
elimbing holiday, and we arrived at Zermatt. I was too stupid to : ~l§
admire the mountains (except the Matterhorn) or to enjoy the painful #
exertion of climbing, or the practice of starting at 4 a.m, without
any time for breakfast. The only thing I found attractive was
birds in the woods bala&, or the lawn tennis, and by chance also -’ }
a bit of fun which Redmond and I had when, under our hotel window b

we saw a much-hated Harrow master, and hastily poured a jug of
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water on hie head.

I was longing to get home, and am glad to say that I had
sufficient enterprise to ask if I might not accompany an old cousin 4 el
who was going back to England. My prayer was granted. I went o
home heppily with the old cousin and e marmot to coms in for a

with Fanny and Conrad.
Our habit was to play ericket on the lawn until we fell

inelined for food; then to ravage the plum trees on the garden
wall, and fish for pike in the evening in Stokes' pit. Connie
gaught one of 55 1bs., and Fenny one of 63 lbs.




One of Pather's inventions was, as he said, to teach vonies ;
to 1ift their feet by galloping across Nazing Common where it ias
most thick with ant hills, I suppose he did this to try and rid
- us of funk, as the ponies inevitably stumbled.

I 4% vossible that he did not know that we fired cannons %o

our imminent danger. It seems likely because Tor's amusemant was

to £ill the cannon with gunpowder tp the muzzle, and make it burst.

On the other hand Tor was so honest that I don't think he ever
would have concealed his prank, and also, how did he get the
gunvowder flask exeevt from Father?

It seems 10 be extraordinary that private school boys of
fwelve should not only shoot ferreted rabbits, but also shoot with
a party as we d4id for a whole week on end at the Cromer January
shoots, when we school boys were collected at Colne House.
Certainly the grown ups who joined the parties without the motive
attabhad to Father's showed some courage. I remember a woodcock
flying low along the side of a covert, and several boys blazing
at 1%, followed by yells from Bertie Barclay in the covert.

He came out at the énd of the beat, protesting loudly and saying
- the vattle of Waterloo was nothing to it. But the boys were merely
convulsed with laughter.
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””Although I do not remember parents doing things with us, they
,‘muSt have taken a lot of trouble to get us the advantage of paying

visits. We elder ones were sent or taken many tlmes'to Frltton
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of the catapult ang had acquirea’ coﬁSfdefabie skill I can hardly

“gﬁﬁiiﬁhr it now, but I certainly did repeatedly pick off thrushes nests

in the small fir treecat Easneye while the thrush was sitting. The
noise sne made in dashing off is still clear to me.

It must have been about the same time that I invited Smith, the
well-known butler to witness my skill with the catapult at Grosvenor
Crescent. About half way up the enormous stairs hung the portrait

which the King of the Belgians had given to father, and I remember

/m@~lw,;, I
- ¥ ‘

getting qmith to express.oa%%iem&m.when I said I could put a stone |

through his nose. I proceeded to do this, a;@nshat was, much worse,

dlon £ Jci‘;‘«f ~&

S

I don't think I ever confessed. et showed a pabhetie instinct

because this man proved a blood=sthirsty tyrant on the Congo, and ‘Peft
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rlghtly removed him from any place of honour. I he “finds the portrait
some day when he clears the store room, he will find a hole through
the canvas where my sStone hit the old villain.

If I am to continue my confessions, I ought to record the time
when the Colne Cottage garden contained a small greenhouse in the

in the-anglé of the old wall-
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hrelet

and full of snails. I am ashamed to say.I taught Marley the sport
of attacking these snails as they moved along, with school boys' per-

cussion cap pistols, which, when discharged at their distended horns,

made them suddenly shrink into their shells. I donht think I corrupted

Marley with another sport which occupled me when a little boy when
mother was being tended by Ahmar at the looking glass facing tnha
great window of mother's bedroocm. Hidden by this from mother and‘
Ahmar, I enjoyed tearing up the flies at the foot of the window. b4
remember that Ahmar used to tell mother of my sins, especially my
having broken the glass of some picture with my bow and arrow which

I refused to admit, but mother was unwilling to belleve her charges.

se.This was disused
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THE BROOK X

I think thérgreat lmportance really attaches to the use we made
of the Cobbin brook. Considering that most boys of our sort are

introduced to trout fishing early in life, and know hardly anything

about catching roacﬁ with daugh%or perch with worms, it was a feat

on my father's part to get hiS‘boys to find complete satisfaction in
the fishing provided by a small brook - in fact, so small that it Stoppedé
¥unning in summer.

We got eiciting sport out of sticklebacks and minnows. It be- 6
came thrilling to get a gudgeon, a chub or a carp. We never caught |
a pike on a line, but they became an exciting feature when Tor had é
somehow secured a minute drag net with a mesh so fine that it held
sticklebacks., Dragging the brook with this net remained an exciting
Sport long after we had gone to Harrow, and it became to be combined
with cooking the catch for a picnic lunch.

We discovered that minnows wrapped in wet paper and roasted in the
ashes of a wood fire, made excellent eating; or at least, good enough
when/ggg;gga%y the romantic excitement which the brook offered.

The net was only about 8 or 10 feet long, a nd less than 3 feet
deep. The pools had to bé cleared of'single $tones to begin with,

because, if left in the pool, they entangled the net and the fish got

under it. We often got small pike in these diminutive pools, and

sometimes when the brook had ceased to run for a time, the pike had
eaten every other fish in the pool.
Perhaps the most memorable catch was when we took to setting night

lines in the pool above the dam where the water was deep and the geels

PR
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The Brook ctd ! \

had been fattening on a she2f  wnich had fallen in and been drowned.. |
. _charlie, in the neighbourhood of the &L&% had an eel of 2%

pounds which was really remarkable for such a tiny stream.

Long after this, @harl%’de Bunsen and I, when tired of pike fishingy

in Cobbin pond, tried our hand at s p€aring gudgeon with a penknife tied

to the end of a stiff rod. It was a spor_i that might well have devel-

S0V

on/
oped if we had thought of 1tL But anyhow, we got out of this brook an

amazing amount of education, and we learnt the attraction of small and

simple things,

P I learnt to swim in the Temple pond, but it was in the brook that

I?\learn to Tloat, and I rem'ye:iber the sensation when I was just able to
keep clear of the bottom, a d floating was justppossible.

A
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There were 4 boys in Vanity Watson's House at Harrow who were in
the lower 6th form and went together to Trinity, Cambridge in October
1886. I was very keen to get there and welcomed my father's view that
a boy should go early. H& thought that if a boy went later, he would

less easily settle into work afterwards. The result was that I went

?Z§%hrough Cambridge a year younger than my colleagues, as hardly any others

were under 18 when they went up.

I think this has been a great misfortune to my life. I was uhder-
developed, too retiring, and being among older boys, I was still further
tempted not to assert myself. For instance, I wanted to make use of
the Union, but it was an appalling effort to speak there at all. Perhaps
I should néver have done so if father had not promised me £100 when I did.

The first Winter I spent a lot of time shooting, particularly at
H;gham, and untily the middle of my second year I wasted time from not
having enough experience to see that I ought to emp%& a coach forgﬁif
history Tripos. The result was that, in my last year and a half I had
to work too hard and missed the advantage ofdébating clubs etc. '

I was still mainly moved by Miss

Marsh' influence. I was not nearly
IO | ' :

At

social enough, and altogether I found it hard not to regret that I went
to Cambridge too young, though of course it was a glorious time, and I
came oh in many ways.

It was quite a turning point when Canon Farrar preached in Trinity
Chapel, and called on us to serve the poorer classes, His eloquence
wes wonderful when he contrasted the slums with the parks and mansions

in which we lived where 8nowy swans floated on the glassy lake, I rem-
P,
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ber then conceiving the desire to follow the steps of the Liberator,
but the most enterprising move that I remember making was to persuade
my tutor to let me absent myself from Sunday Chapel which was then
compulsory, and go to the Churcjh of Dr Moule who became a great family

friend later on and stayed at Prince's Gate for the Coronation, gzt

which he had an important place as Bishop of Durham.
Perhaps it was also the beginning of original views when af ter
Tor had left, I ceased to take part in open air preaching and became

a visitor at the Cambridge Hospital,
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When I left Cambridge in 1889 I was still mainly interested
in sport and Evangelism, I went immediately to the Brewery in
June, and Miss Marsh introduced me to the old Evangelist,
George Holland, who had a Mission in Whitechapel: He fixed me up
with a class of boys from the lowest stratum of society, and I got
‘ these boys together one evening a week, after which I used to dine
at the Brewery House, served by the aged butler with white whiskers.
I caught a late train to Waltham, There I was met at midnight by
the wagonette, as Father had not yet yielded to my request for a
dogvart, and I remember waking up once, if not twice, to find myself
at Broxbourne station, having slept and passed Waltham. There was
no telephone then, but the railway people telegraphed a message which
reached the groom, and the poor man then had to drive to Broxbourne.
We got home about one o'cloek. :

George Holland was a fine old gentleman of a fundamental view,
and was regarded with strong distaste by the highbrows of Toynbee Hall.
So it was a strange experience for them when I became political under
the influence of travel and became a Toynbee worker myself. I
remember my astonishment at finding that my Toynbee friends reprobated
a man whom I so revered. :

I suppose this illustrated one of my qualities. I was always
inelined to indulge my interest in a variety of subjects and
activities and probably this has been a serious defect because I should
otherwise have developed along fewer lines of effort more thoroughly.
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But I suppose it conneets with a strong attachment to what seems to

me to be 1ﬁ@artial Justice. I admire an enthusiast, but I do aerieuaiy 3
-}eanﬂémn him in that he cannot see the other side. I think that we |
as a family do possess a merit in this Judicial breadth of mind.

Others condemn it and feel 1t intolerable. It led to a piquant

ineident in the propaganda and relief work whieh Harold and I

promoted during the Balkan war, The Balkan Relief Fund held a

meeting at which Harold gave an account of his work in the winter of
1912, and spﬁk@ of having found needy objeots of relief among the

Turks as well as among the Bulgars and Greeks whom he mainly relieved,

He told the meeting that on the whole, his sympathies were with the
latter, but said that one wust remember the view of the Turks. :

| The Chairman was so disgusted with this apparent coolness that he
resigned from the movement in whieh he has held an important post.




TRAVEL

If my Father wanted me to grow up he did a wise thing in asking
the Truman directors %o give me a long leave in 1902. I was keen
to see New Zealand - probably moved by my Father's interest in
Imperial Federation - and I concentrated on New Zealand and Japan, '
Fertunétely I stopped in Australia on the way out because this played V
an important part in my Father's decision to take an Australian
Governorship in 1905.

In both the countries I found things deeply interesting and
enjoyable. I had previously been conservative and deeply attached
to the ideal of benevolent squirearchy. In the Dominions it was
most agreable to find all the people in the train ready and able to
talk to anyone else - e¢lass bars did not exist -~ and I
realised how deplorable it is that nine-tenths of the men of England
are cut off frém the other tenth as far as social life goes.

This agreeably undermined my conservative ideals at a blow.

It is said that travel in the Dominions has commonly had the
opposite effect by rousing interest in the Empire which by tradition
is used as a Party tool by the Conservatives. I had some adventures
in New Zealand whieh I have noted, and which can be found in papers
merked "For my Children,” in a drawer in the writing table at the
Bury.

New Zealand seems to me the choicest part of the sarth for
British-people, or anyhow, the south island which is agreeably cool.
I now greatly regret that, when Mr, MacDonald asked me to go to



New Zealand as Governor in 1929, I did not accept, but at the time

1% seemed less important than membership of a Cabinet, and I fought
;éhy of the job of constant official functions with uniform, flummery
and inability %o take part in reform movements. As a result of my

refusal, Bledisloe was sent out, and the use he made of it, both in
public utility and enjoyment, both during and after, makes me think

I made a mistake.

We were a month between Sydney énﬂ Hongkong during which I
met a great friend, Noel Farrar, who was travelling with two of the
Bridgemans. We spent part of the morning making balls with string
for playing cricket‘in the cool efening., A great many balls went
overboard, but a good maﬁy'were stopped by the bodies of Chinese
passengers who were employed as a screen along the bulwarks, and
who seemed 1ndifferent'£o being hit like San Sebastian., Such was

thg colour bar in those days.
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Unfortunately our time only allowed gleams of China by an
excursion to Canton from Hongkong, but we had six weeks in Japan
and were lucky in meeting the well-known mountaineering missionary,
Walter Weston, owing to whom we visited remote ﬁarts, and were the
first BEuropeans to c¢limb a mountain which Weston was exploring for
Murray's Guide Book, to Japan, and did another record in ¢limbing
Fuji earlier in the year than any recorded c¢limb.

The Japanese never asoende& the mountain until the priests
had made arrangements for pilgrims when the snow had gone in July,
therefore when we went up in April, our coolies refused to come
further than a hut where we sheltered during a typhoon.

There weré still many thousand feet of snow, and from the top
we glissaded down the other side of the mountain, so that we never
returned to the village from which we started. Soon afterwards
Japanese papers had an account of the Britishers who had ignored
the warnings and dared the spirits of the mountain. They had
perished in the typhoon and it served them right., They were ‘
-presumed %o be British because that people had a taste for foolishly
running into danger.

I count Japan as having influenced me in two important respects.
Firstly, aesthetic appreciation; and secondly, humanitarian views.
Japan was not then modernised. The buildings harmonised amazingly
with the very 1ove1y‘landsaape, and this ﬁade a hackground for the
universal préetiee of ornamenting every house by some flower or

flowering shrub placed with extreme care in the right place.

SRt Wi S
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Even the humblest houses also ornamented a room with one sércll ‘ .,.f;g
pleture; never more than one to each room, and one could only ;
. marvel at the apparently genuine love of beauty. It must have
been felt by the vast majority, because otherwise this custom
gould not have become universal, Another sign was, and apparently
8%11ll 1=, the celebration of each notable tree by the devotion of
a day to the admiration of it. The resort of the whole population
of Tokio to see the cherries in flower in the park is only one
incident. ' | : f‘;f

I bought some good embroidered screens whigh were honoured
by conspicuous places at Warlies, I think I had very little
aesthetic appreciation before I went to Japan. I certainly
remember strong distaste for mediaeval pictures, and feeling glad
that some important writer had deseribed them as "squint-eyed saints"_'
so that my philistine views had his sanction. My debt to the i
Japanese was such that my next hcliday was devoted t¢ a visit %o
Florence with Connie. ;

It seems odd that one should learn humanity from the Japanene,}
but I certainly d4id so, The Buddhists object to the taking of
life, and we came across a case where some Japs who objected %o
foreigners shooting pigeons were crudely lectured by certain
missionaries on the absurdity of their objection to killing.
I may have had occasional qualms previously about sheot;ng, but

they had not interfered with my 1n%ense interest in sport, S
especially shooting, and it was certainly the Japs who made me  “7§%f




decide to give it up.

It was an inopportune moment for doing so because I had
shortly before my travels induced my Father to start breeding
pheasants at Warlies, and had nearly deferred my travel in order
- %o be at the November shoot in 1892. I had also persuaded him to
__plant the Brookwoéd and the Fernhall wood for the sole purpose of
pheasant shooting. Having given him all this trouble, I came home
and was afterwards unwilling to take any part in the subsequent
shooting whiech could justify the planting. It was especially hard
because he disliked planting out the view across the park towafds
Scatterbushes.

T was certainly spoiled by his excessive good nature. However,
he enjoyed the shooting himself, and happily Tor became even keener
than before; subsequently working up the shoot to over 300 pheasants,
and entertaining the neighbouring squires to a shooting lunch in a
marque.

I think it is extraofdinary that the inhumanity of leaving birds
and animals to a painful time with broken legs or perforations of bits
of lead in their organs should strike so few people who have been
brought up to ignore it. The odd thing is that when one takes the
ordinary view one feels no compunction in watehing the eye of a hare,
or perhaps a déei, losing its brilliance as it slowly dies. It is
also a paradox that sporting men are more developed in the way of care
for animals (@ogs and horses) than other people. I wonder that such

people as Uncle Charles, and the Liberator, who were very reflective,

B
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The C.S5.U. had not made me political in the parliamentary or Liberal

sense, and I had a strong distaste for public appearance.

 1%%4I had got up a meeting at Copthall Green in support of Colonel

Lockwood, the Tory candidate, ang had had no conneéction with Liberals
8ince I was at Harrow when, haviﬁifg?Zught up a_Gladstonian until
father joined the Unionists in 1886, I spoke in a Hou Se debate at
Harrow denouncing Lord Salisbury's name as being a byeword for pre-
varication.

Father had become practically Conservative, and my position in
the Brewery was at variance with Liberal policy. It required the
Boer war to give me much gontact with the Liberal party view, and
even 8o, 1t was only witgi%ampbell- Banﬁerman section of the Liberals.

My uncle E.M.B. who was chairman of Truman's encouraged me to stand

and introduced me to Herbert Gladstone who was in the Liberal office.

The result was my selection‘as candidate at Ipswich, and the prelim-
inaries were made easy.

When it came to public life and visits to leading Supporters,
I found the strain very severe, especially as I was all the time
carrying on my work at Truman's etc. The election was alleviated by
the presence of Nasterman, C.R.B. and others, but it was a painful
time to me, and when it was over I felt very unlike standing again.

However, I wa# very kindly treated by new people, especilally Lord
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Spencer who had been in the Liberal Cabinet, and Was gratified by
the support of my uncle Francis Buxton and many others.

Two years later I was asked to%tand for the North West Division
of Essex>which was a Liberal seat, but I was still deterred by
previous experiences. Then in 1904 I found my position at Truman's
inconsistent with standing, and I resigned after many gualms about
cutting adrift from a regular job. Greater freedom made me keen to

and
stand in 1905 I offered to put up for the vacancy which occurred in

V1 e Whit divisio i
.\a \Qm‘f; ;key o] v (WM
Jug e i found the House an irksome strain, I was too

little developed and found the Party very little associated with
my C.S.U, -outlook. However, Bryce wasS there, so that my Balkan
}?beratlonism had good support, and I liked the loeal Yorkshire
Liberals, |
The keen Nonconformists, when roused to fury by Balfour's edu-
cation policy were an LnSpiring, vigourous Christian type. Theh@“gi
M’i s bt Mlo-trs g (S et f WAL @méﬁmﬁ(”
oeﬂgﬁngﬁinﬁ grand and I felt/ confident of winning in t election
w?ich everyone knew would end the ten years domination of the Tories,
IAwon a seat which had never been previously anything but Conservative,
and gained something of a name for doing so., C.B. himself making
a Speech about the crowning mercy of Whiti%}.
However, the great landowners of that feudal district put out
 tremendous efforts to retrieve their power 1n the dales , sending

their gamekeepers round to the little farmers with the demand that
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they should promise their Supportcto BE ketC’the lory candldaxegin'
AN 2

writing, and I was beaten by 70 v%tes A . n

Y Af' 5&“@ b «;t{' s
‘aSterman was conSpicuousa&uw“w
2y

Rie

few months.

My chance of re-entry came through@he fact that the North Norfolk
meémber was soon to resign. It Was‘allkthe more easy to frequent Cromer
because I had become the occupant of ';bnton 0ld Hall, and of Colne Cottage;
The former because at my suggestiogc.father had created small holdings
out of the Hall farm, and the house which I had long admired when par-
tridge shooting Qhé?iab Spratts Hill, had become free to let Separately.

I helcd 1t until it had housed one or two{frlegds 1ncluding Rosslyn

FLBLA P B,
Bruce who by that means , became married to A.Gurney, but I had no real

use for 1t and persuaded Connie and Bertram to take it over.‘-“““~§
<;~This WaS how 1t became a noted place because they made the most of
its possibilities, I also became the occupant of Colne Cottage when

father moved into Colne House, and I began to furnish it aa d invited

friends there. o
LAt la g L0 1,
When Sir W. Gurdon announced his retirement, there was keen .eempe=
Litdon among the Liberal: leaders of the Division, some of them thinking
I was too radical because I had taken up the cause of the agricultursal

labourer., Finally it came to a competition of candidates, Headquarters

having disregarded my plea for preference, and sent a young friend of
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&
AS%?ith's at the request of the non-radical local leaders.
A

The farm labourers Union then announced that they would back me

»

whe ther Liberals agipted me Zr not, a?d thag'roused intense indignation .

The meeting of the.d!qaat M€lton was almost a battle. I was adopted
by 36 votes to 24, and then those who resented the importance claimed
by the labourers, refused their sipport, though I "was the official
candidate. They came back by degrees, and I was elected by a good
majority in the Jagnuary election.i;m iﬁ%ﬂﬁm



Parliament ctd

Any activities of mine in the Succeeding years in Parliament
Which can said to be of any importance are described in Evan's book
& -
"Foreign Policy from #me- Back Bench," but I may tellsome aspects which

the book is not concerneg with.
It was an exciting time ang very thrilling that Charlie and I had
f;: 5

got in together. We were botq%Radica afaﬂmﬁhawmﬁadaaals and keen

Supporters of the small group led.by Sir Charles Dilke which had a

weekly meeting. We were gll Sympathetic with Ramsay ManWhO had Jjust
u\w&?’
become Labour leader, and we were naturally disapproved of—by the
P
" mass of Liberal members, maetiof whom appeared to us little distinguisable

from the Tories,

Aé the papers kept announcing the formation of new groups formed
to ginger the Government on one point or another, the names of us two
Buxtons constantly appeared, and I remembe; Sydneyéwho had become

Postmaster Generalnand was soon to get the&goaaat 73w)saying half
playfully and half reproachfully, whenever he heard of rebellions, he
knew without looking that C. and I were in it.

It was very jolly to find oneself in the House with o0l¢ friends
in other causes such as Arthur Ponsonby, a1 d Percy é$en and MaSterman,
and there were new friends who became close allies, One was Phillip

Morrell?who loved a fight for its own sake, angd who»led the crusade
against the Russian Government when it imprisoned a Polish gari; In
this case we attacked the Government for lethargy, and I remember

raising the question on the ajournment, and using the expression, "Oh
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Aag
for an hour of Palmerston!" The case would neveg‘been heard of if

the girl had not been a friend of Fanny Noel, owing to which Morrell

got to hear Of;}t through.us

? -b"ku?’ &
_O wt Opo- 2 o

house, He had been secretary at Toynbee Hall, and had made his way
by the aid of intense enthusiasm, a passion for reform, a sympathetic

personality and a formidable wit.
e Lvln

E 5 Fe two bachelors were able to indulge imrewen common tastes wateh

*eguired travel. He was ready to help me STor instance/in promoting
the cause of the inshore fishermen of the British coasts. This meant
meetings at Cromer and at Sheringham. It was proper that I should
care for the fishermen of the Norfolk coasfmn but it also meant visits
to Devon. We denounced the neglect of their interests in debatg

and Whitehouse was a somewhat unexpected advocate of men 80 remote
from urban life. It was Ffeported that he had not quite realised the
cause he was supporting, and had alluded to his clients as "Indoor
Fishersn'eic , ' :

It was also new to gg”%o work at foreign affairs, but he was ex-
tremely clever at taking up new Subjects, and most friendly in follow-
ing my tastes, S50 after the Agadir incident of 1911 he came with
me to Berlin. We both of us spoke and wrote upon it, and came to
see that the lo-German trouble must be regarded as our chief concefn.

He was alméétgmy partner in running Colne Cottage and helping me
to entertain there. He was ver% artistic and led me into the/AmmdeQA

Pf’lé;,,",d’aj }\?Nt

of applied art. We decided to swppOrt the oc:aftsmal movement in Cromer,
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and semewhrere TIEar Ipswithr we discovered a man to our taste who came
to Cromer, started a workshop and forge, and made lovely iron work,
especlally such as fire irons and lamp Stands, and also made jewellery,
and ran a shop in the Church Square. When I had nephews staying in
the winter, it was great fun to hammer pokers, toasting forks, and table
lamp holders on the forge. It all went on happily until the war killed
it. But the pokers we made are still the best that I possess, |
Whitehouse was a great authority on Ruskin, and I learnt a lot
through him. He deplored gs I'did both humbug and toadyism which
Invaded even some parliamentary minds, and yﬁ§namusing to the last
degree when he took off these oddities, Héxi;enlost his seat in 1918

%

é@%fﬁhe was not to be defeated by fate, andgg;oceeded to create a very large

boys' $5chool which Sueeeedet=in spiteUE-TAE CPI#MNET Rayo—mmd SHe

2 it A A Odls Ol
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of my eighteen years in the House of Commons, four were occupied
by the Qreat WQr, and eight by the post-war period which included
many elections, two Labour Governments, and the unsuccessful attempt
to eStabligh collective peace. The first four were enlivened by
the Twwoh Wome crises of democracy represented by the Lloyd George
budget, and the Parliament Act. Secondly, by the Irish Home Rule strugs.
gle, and thirdly b§ the Suffrage Campaign.

All this ended with the war which perhaps resulted from them.
One now gees that it was a period ofﬁpeculia? kind inwhich Liberalism
passed through ié’phase of decay. L willkgttempt to desecrlbe it
because everyone shodd read the brilliant hook of r Dangerfield on .
the sad tale of Liberallsm. It describes those years with fascinating
irony.

The summer holidays of those years were interesting. In 1910
we went , quite a family party to the Inter-parliamentary conference
at Brussells. Belgians were annoyed with England because of “the
Congo atrocities campaign, and when time came to lTegvien the ?otel

,bea *( l
refused to take a cheque. We then called a taxi ia-mbiahusnﬁnuada

that our luggage had been locked up. Charlie ;;;fjégéé;ZZEQ::g

stay behind and raise money from the Consul.
Q \w&m«w&
4+ 1911 we® the Agadir crisis, and in August I went with Whitehouse

to Berlin. W#-found that Lloyd George's reckless words w& had created
despair even among the keenest An?lophi%ﬁﬁ? and Sir George Goschen,

el
our ambassadoyr said to me'-“is Speech haf§ destroyed all my work.
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In 1912 came the Balkan war, and I went outxin October. The
Prémier, Gudshoff arranged for-ﬁangzg;aaé—me'to join the Commander-in-
Chief, and what I have to séy of this episode may be read in "With the
Bulgarian Staff."

Next. year Harold and I felt we had negleoﬁed the chief sufferers
from Turkish mis-rule, namely, the Armenians, and.%fhent out across
Russia, meeting the Bryces in St Petersburg - as it then was - and
Arthur Moore, correspoandant of the "Times" who had beegsfirst secretary
of the Balkan Committee.

We pushed through the Caucasus into Persia, and then back through

st D
V4 A

Tuzkey. ., The Russians were in occupation near Tabriz, and passed us on

D A B
to s aChief; on the Turco-Persian frontier who became famous for massacre
and treachery during the war. We were robbed by his retainers, and
perhaps came nearer to being finished off than we reallised at the time.

Again I may save the troutle of enlarging here because we recorded our

doings in'a joint book: "Travel and Politics in Armenia."
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I am not specially interested in the science of Parliamentary

Government, and I will only record a few impressions that I formed.
It is very easy to pick holes in the British Parliamentary
machine. Stevenson expressed an obvious weakness when he said that

1fgislating was the only profession for which no training at all was

required. Obviously as social legislation becomes more and more

constructive and complicated, it is absgurd that membership of Parlia-
ment should be confined to men of large meéans, much leisure, and
a gift of the'gab.

Vast mamberé of M.Ps belong to no official committee, and meke
no speeches, ArgiSad, égﬁénditure of time and money might very well
be regarded as only waste; ewdgthere is far too much Party,Spirit,tL44(
Too much satisfaction with a life which has little responsibilitya.
Bl i il I should like to see more politicians professional
in a proper sense. There are too memy~lewyers . ans too few men who
have been trained in social science. The few who have been so
trained as secretaries of social Settlements like Toynbee Hall, are

of the utmost value, and their number should be multiplied tenfold.

a.
This 1is now impossible because eewwtx seat™ meanggreat expense, —emrde

Ln%U'TTUBTE—WHTEﬁ?tOﬂ}G—EPGVTGE_inuumugLOI mrer—ef—tire—trmd—wirrohr—I

8 i o, 5;,£¢¥kcn}t‘7g;;094444—f 1%10000045;;4 ?7’

0 Ministers}\ugeruaacﬁ‘course furnish a supply of experss

wenwe , at.least in getting Acts of Parliament through. :ﬂgﬂslement
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of expert science kes—be—be [ urnished by the Civil servant, and the

quality of these is extraordinarily high. But the predominance of
the Minister, combined with frequent changes in Ministerial personnel,
hampers the influence of the expert.

The Minister is ali:“gfﬁiifizngch Zeing tooggggyzto d?;fjii)g\.f
enough\'time to planning, One of these handicaps 18 an institution
on which we are accustomed to pridé ourselves, namely, the power of
the M.P. to get an answer from Ministers on guestions of fact or of
intention. In my opinion the great merit of this plan is largely
balanced by the excessive amount of time occupled by the Minister in
getting up the answer.to questions which have no real importance,

Aann
and often merely serve to keep—iis—eTriun—for M.Pk\in the eyes of
his constituents. It is no doubt a good thing that a poditiedsn

amd‘Ministe;;Whould be respected, aad-aet—regardccas—tirey are I
4METTCE and eIsoyerews But in fact, they are only the men who have
asserted themselves just a fraction more than a vast number of their
rlval sl ot Ufitices They are much more human thaf the public think,
and I have often felt what a shock the public Would get if the

occasional irresponsibilities of their remarks were known.
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In those pre-war days neither Liberalaor’Tory was in a hurry to
reform things. Closure was fegarded as a denial of the ideal of un-
iimited freedom of Debate. Private“ggzgé?h%ook a considerable share
up to Easter, and when the Budget was finished in May, there was hardly

A Do Auttirtan
more,time for one important bill for August. -Ausuwet sessions were re-
garded as abnormal, and it rémained for the Labour Party to introduce
the idea that things needed urgently to be set in better order. A o

If we ever get a Lpbour Go#ernment In power as well as in Office,
there will have to be f$ee use of Closure by g;mﬁ tab;e h%%One thing

&7 Ao
ﬁ,‘,‘ % ﬁ_‘% A ‘_w, w“‘ o

that struck me with my quéeker Lne&&ﬁat%en was the tendency to waste

which parliamentary life revealed. I found it both an inconvenience
and distressing extravagance that the omly note paper in the libraries}
and other writing placesjwas the o0ld fashioned double-folded sheet.
It was actually owing to my request for Single sheets that this revo-
lutionary chang e was made in the House of Commons. It must have saved
a good many thousandt of pounds by this whednges 1§au 400

When I had a Minister's foom, I of course never dreamed of leaving
the lights burning when I left it, and the fact that, on the contrary,
Winisters commonly never thought of turning the lights offpshocked me
considerably. 1§Z§§LZ{Z

There 1s also a double waste of time. An M.P. who wants to really
earn his living mystzlﬁat he is only half employed by actual parliamen-
tary work unless he is working hard to get Office, It is also a dull

v

1ife unless he ng extremely social awd and able to enjoy unlimited hours

1
in the smoke room of«tire* Lobby or on the Teerace. I likedmyself, to
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regard the House &as @&w a?%;aaanéenﬁ-office from which movements that one
wanted to promote could be conveniently run. After questions there was
always time to Sp&[e before 11 o'clock, even if one had meetings upstalrsy

e 1T

]

to atte d,A
T tReegeeYEta T 1e s “roomny-

The foreign gg%%mate-of official committees connected with each
Ministry gives. members of Parliament more responsibility and occupation
than we have provided in our system. I realised thiswhen I was invited
in 1915 to address. the Foreign Affairs Committee of the French Chamber.

But the system will be resisted by Governments in thi& country because it
certainly would limit the freecom of the WMinister and take up much of his
time,

I '8621] think after eighteen years in Parliament that great reformers

hasee made far better use of their time than if they had been in Office.
4%/
Wilberforce, Dhafterbury and Buxton have been égiif%aaaééag more impor-

9;¢,

tant thanﬂehe h?nisters of their day, and we could well do with more men
with the ability to play for Office who would devote themselves to promotg-

ing reform . At the same time I always felt that, if a Minister would
turn reformer, and contribute the prestige of his position to prometing

a cause, that wouwld be the 1deal pOSltion for Successful reform.

AL AN y &~ 4,; i f * = J 8 ."f' £ g, § ot ] L= s S SRR
W ¥ 4 . & o
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The English Barty SyStem orobeely produced betﬁer results than any 7

other Parliamentary plan, but I must confess that Party spirit seemed to

me far too prevalent. If you regard yourself as an -wéepd, avowedly
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one
taking side in a law court, the position 1is sound; but it seemed to me

1mpr0per where the business was legislation. It leads to the Opposition
______ “%b prevent action which it may think highly desirable, on the
general principle.that the main business is to discredit the uovernment‘
and turn it out.iﬁ%iccordingly Frelnt strg?g sympathy with the few
Liberal members who insisted on voting forgGov nment proposals 1if thgy
thought them good =

\-I had the occaSion for doing so myself all too early in my carreer.
When I got in for Whitby in 1905 the Tory Government was passing a

measure enabling the Church of Scotland to govern itself, and determine

its doctrines. ' The Liberals were oppos!ing;the Nonconformists were

‘holding that the Church which wrongly accepted the help of the State

ought to receive no favour until it shook off the State connection.

I could not take that view myself and I persuaded one other Liberal
member to rebel along with me. C.i}B. was very annoyed with me and I
was sorry for this because I was an enthusiastic Supporter of his; but
it could not be helped.

Some years before, after 1 stbod in 1900, the Liberal Imperialists
were conspiring against C'?-B., and in thelir search for support, they
got Lord Roseberry, the leader of what they called the Liberal League
to meest candidates at dinner. I had not liked to refuse one of these
very select invitations, and WaS ecurious to see what attractions were
offered to us. To my sSurprise, when dinner wasS over, I .was. the firat

to be called to a separate chat with the great man, and we had a long

7 v rm— TSI ST e
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talk.

I did not conceal my ardour for some Liberal measures, but they
did not meet with enthusiasm. The e®-Premier dwelt on efficiency
as the key note of the policy which was to rival .that of Campbell-
Bannerman, &xnd my loyalty to the latter was confirmed. I was all the
more sorry to hurt the old man's feelings in 1905.

My maiden Speech,which was made 1n 1905,was agreeably appropriate
to the ChristhEUSocial Union propaganda. Sgott—Holland‘s paper,
the organ of C.S.U. hac been agitating about factory inspection, and
I spoke on these lines on the Home Uffice vote; Scott-Holland subse-
gquently eulogising in his paper.

Tha 11 heral Rawtsis-s—trienarm—oi—tre-tubiect—of~furtirer—tome=~
LLfieeereatiotve

Having lost my seat in.1906 I accepted a request of Herbert Samuel,

who had become undef—secretary to the Home Officeﬁto sepve on a Depart-
menﬁgénquiry into the question of poisoning by 1eaq,and injury by
dust in potteries. .

4 <:;;i;;;;;~;;;i>;ime at Newcastle ;;E.Staffordshire and it wasjbery
interesting insight into the scandalous conditions prevai%ing in some
of the works, We recommended stiffer regulations which made a great
reduction in the injury to workers.

After the great war the place of the o0ld Liberal Opposition was

virtuaily taken over by Labour; the Labour members,ﬁhogbbefore the great
war had been few, and had been regarded as exotics, introduced an

entirely new type. What struck me most was the extraordinary efficiency

which most of them displayed - &glthough they had received no more than
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an elementary school education. W-knowledge of the derivation

words seemed to make no difference to their vocabulary, and the
paucity of what is known as education, seemed often to increase

a
quickness, Interjection thus becameﬁpuch more marked feature

Parliamentsry Debate.

of
pay
their
of
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A great many people complained of the u_nhealthiness of the life
in the House. _Certainly it is terrible to be indoors without a
break for wwgghougrs on end, and they blame the impurity of t he air.
But I myself, found the 1life perfectly salubrious, and I think this is
due to my always going for a walk before dinner. Usually I did the
round of Lambeth Bridge, the delightful Wwalk along St ThomaS' Hospital
viewing the Parliameﬁtany‘House across the river, a nd back by West-
minster Bridge. q,peOple suffer from being cooped up, it is their
own fault because it was almost always eaSy to avoid Divisioﬂ in the
hour before dinner, and get'the Whip to let one off, If people vol-
untarily qhg} Fh?msglves 1ndoors from 1unqh until bedtime, 1t is a

®

—

marvel

SRS PR EHRATEE it A

<;,At the same time the average M.p. 18 amazingly hardy., I find
all-night*sitting&terrlbly trying, and they served to confirm the
saying that the requisites for the job are a hard-head, a stout heart,
and a thick neck.‘X.
jbuzahere is something about the atmosphere that keeps one golng.
I alw-ys found one could work or write letters after dihner for the
whole evening until 11 p.m., while in any cher plac@ to wrlte even

%‘uu'w““ £ v i

a couple of letters m.-; my-goIng - to ﬁﬁﬁﬂmw I—Supgnas

tﬁts-éeewhéfsometlmes a man oollapses 1ate at night“§

s N SR S S e - S

i;Wlllle Graham, when in charge of a 111 sudaenly fainted behind
the speaker's chair, and an invaluable man was lost to the Government
for several days.

Wnen Lloyd George turned Asquith out he needed badly to get keen
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Supporters. in view of the violent disapproval of his action by loyal

Liber

bu;‘was

invited by one of L.G's men to select dinner parties at the Ritz, about

1

acceptedu Ngthing was further from my plan than to support a Govern -

It }nterestea me that he thought I might be one of these,

reot
fepem t he TGct that I and only 3 oW others were

the end of December 1916.

ment whose raisong d'etre was its adhesion to mere fire-eating views
in war policy than  those of its predecessor,

It was part of this policy to endorse the cause of the new small
States to be created out of the Austro-Hungarian Empire. The word,

"CBecho Slovakia"Ehad feesedday been heard before, and L.G znew chief,

%;?;h invention

It was a striking occasion when the new Government first met in

whip made great at this dinner

of a new nationality.

the House, and one was curious to,see what reception L.G. would get
when he entered to take his Seat,égfzﬁs iﬁe Prime Minister's place Dby the
Box. Ministers who héd been turned out were choosing places below,
the gangway,wh®®e Ir. Birrell had secured a corner seatfhull Sat next

1600 him, eﬁd}Le gazed with intensity at L.G. as he murmured: "He's just

‘?jvll‘jSh poacher." MM kaﬂ/l, W ne€ %«6/
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The decay of the Liberal farty dates perhaps from the old Queen's
selecthion of Roseberry in preference to Harcourt as Gladstone's
successor.L&Ahgge %;;y's prestige enabled him to make a gplit in the
Party when Campbell-Bannerman's radicalism had given an Opportuniﬁzs)

cz;quith's succession to the leadership was the result of thés
Liberal Imperialist Movement, and he represented an outlook which made
possible the creation of the Labour Party. Some of these leaders told
me that they had fully considered the question of continuing to work
with the Liberals and thus avoid a split in the progressive forces which
in many ways, was bound to prove disastrous. If the split could have
been avoided, we might never have seen the long Tory reighn in the
twenties and again in the thirties, when it may have been responsible for
the renewal of war.  But nobody with keen reform ideals, let alone the
€§$:g:£;gzzfraonvictions/could possibly have felt that co-operation was
possible with an Asquithian Party.

Of course the most important Parliamentary job that I had was the
piloting of the Agricultur31‘Wages Bill in 1924. It was an exciting
experience, involving the very unorthdox method of co-operation with

the Conservative leaders. I wasreglly indebted to Halifax, then

Edward Wood)as much as to anyone for the fact that the Bill bfcame law.

i gfull record at the Limey 9 M
Ml 5 s falin o

From 1910 when the Angh%German trouble became more prbminent, I felt

that no question was comparable in importanﬂ§ with it, andy it was fﬁgm ’

. AN DA, ikl
that time my main political interest. Heae—3ﬁa%%agz%iii—&veéé—fepea%éng

&ﬁ%e%£-beeeu;::én adequate statement‘é%aﬁzé appear n " Forelgn Bolicy

from a Back Bench."
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- PARLIAMENT . (add)

If any fear of public appearance can be excused, it is when a
new Minister has to answer‘g;rliamentary questions. You are not
only facing Parliament, but are reported to the world at large.
The official answer to the many questions which are put to you can
be prepared, but the questioner has often laboriously planned to
involve you in trouble. The erux is the supplementary questions
of whieh you have had no notice, while the questioner has often
thought out his method of giving you a fall. It is a seggching

test of mental rapidita staged in conditions of the greatest possible
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and wild, Fit muse for a poetic child."

One of the features of that summer when the Tory Government was
dying, was the attempt to get them out by a snap division. The. ehiaf
Whip organiseba secret gathering of Liberal:members in a house in |
Dean's Yard, when there was an all-night sitting and the Government's i
men had slipped past thelr Whips. The Liberal Whips were to telephone
when the moment came for us thirty or forty stalwarts to rush across
for the division. It never came off, but the intense boredom of 5
spending most of the night dawdling }n—%he-ﬁvuée-er in Dean's Yard
lqng after daylight, rgmained an unforgettable memory.
égfzi%%éeialgzni ncident was %jfea;urelpf the timgs,/ﬁnd might esmssisty

3 # mwar?w e :
have brought the Government down.;, Naturally we Rpdica were displeased

with those who gave rise to the charge of putting private interests
before public rectitude, and this view was keen among the men who

| attended the weekly lunch of the writers of the "Nation." I was one ;%

//%;éf those, being a friend of Massingham, the famous editor. In the

| ) ,talk at lunch I made some drastic comments,q.sl remember my alarm when é%

these appeared in the next number of the "Nation happily nobody -

learnt who was thelr author. | g
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In thet summer of 1905 af ter getting in for the Tirst time, 1

remember feeling the burden too great. I was very young and I was
8till younger for my age. I got sus tenance from recollections of the

liberator. More than once I remeﬁber going to the statue in the Abbey

dﬁ,wnéla Wa?/{ -
with a vigorous iz?<:apacious mind, .Féuntirlng energy. He was
D?MM x
1T S A
There were some thrilling things.inAParliament,ﬂaaé4L4ﬁuﬂéﬁeﬁk&ﬁ?

to remind myself of the 1nscr'€i§on hich like so much: "Endowed,
ffZ§§
led by Almighty God to devote his talent to éin f

wes-an event to be in the House with Joe Chamberlain, and I heard him
RNy P f /7
e we '/cJ

Speak.x; But}h_)wa&aﬂiﬂp failing and hls»end was not far qﬁf

2 . T\;«&, P
fz{r}ﬁ Wld gRroy

. H elald

" The adberator haslalways been a>great inspirer as he was to very
many of a former generation. People I have met in electioneering told
me that their fathers had brought them upzqn the Memoir as if it was

the Bible. I 'sald what I thought about *t in the preamble to my

"Public Purposes Trust." : ;

It was jolly to be in the House with my father's old friend Sir
M L bens

John Kennaway, and I liked some of the <edéewr—mes Very much. Jebb,

the classic authority, I remember congratulating me on studying the rules
of procé\dure, ard—iQeley—whose— L #Hstory oT European lioral" 1 had admired
more—tiranr-enj—other-history which I reae—For the=!l!!lly‘?rtpusj‘1ﬁﬁﬁ

L

—e—gquatnt—figure=—waen-he—spoke—in—bebatew Sir Wilfred Lamson was also

a delightful patron. He never lost a chance of some fun, and I remem=-

ber sitting by him below the gangway when he began a sort of greeting

to me by adapting Scott's poetry with the words: "Oh Macedonia, stern




ACHIEVEMENTE

. Charlie and I, not long before his death, tediked—about

eautd credits®@s ourselves with having accogplished anything which
; ml.a not have mwush& without us. He said he
looked to what he mes have done to stir individuals up to

action.

I myself like to think of concrete things, and it gives
me pleasure to claim credit for the following:-

(1)

(2)
(3)
(4)

My Public Trust.

The Agricultural Wages Bill.

Paycocks House and

The re-publication of the Liberator's Memoir.

=



AGRICULTURAL WAGES BILL.

This bill was a heavy task, and my nose was only kept to the
grindstone by the urgent plight of the farm labourer. His wage
which had been adequate for the first time during the war had rapidly
fallen to the old scandalous level when L.G. recklessly repealed the
Agriculture Act; The Ministry reported to me cases where labourers
were only getting £1 a week.

We had not a majority in the 1924 Parliament for any measures
which did not‘oﬁﬁahnd the support of the Liberal Party, and this
limited the measures on which the government could embark. Bills
affecting the workers interests were therefore generally speaking
limited to two, namely, housing and farm wages.‘ Wheatley's Housing
vBill encountered great opposition and occupied much time. The
other Bill fell to me and we knew that it was doubtful how far the

A5
Liberals would support us in it. I introduced the Billgﬁith a

)

and the chances of, the Bill on second reading looked fairly good

s D ;vr—-u-—'..,

b&%windGrand)éommittee we found “the Liberals luke warm and a National
Wages authority was defeated.

Finding this I adjourned the Committee disregarding the advice of
my officials, because I did not wish to be compromised without consult-
ing the Prime Minister. The next step was to discuss with him
whether to go on, and we did this at lunch at Downing Street with
Ramsay and Jimmy Thomas. We decided to proceed and called the Grand
Committee again.'® Friction developed with the Liberals, and 1
despaired of passing any Bill till one evening in the Lobby a

CLMPPRE * 2= s
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The perents taught us fundamental principles like avoiding ingury

to others amd= but if I am to report to my sisters

on the motives which have led to any efforts in my life I should say
that I am indebted to a certain capacity for keen desires of an
altruistic kind. The first of these which seized me arose from my
being in the brewing trade. I was conscious of course even before
going into the business of the debatable question whether it was a
business that one should enter at all. Having largely by Father's

adv1ce decided«that it was a trade like many others only undgsi ?ble
&w\ Eff” 4 A : 4 y@ﬁ.tgi&» Ll Al Lt i 2 vy bt L1
Te o T still felt that the prdblem of Licenclng

Reform was the proper business of the members of the trade. I was
particularly stirred through being constantly in the least orderly
quarter of London where in the 1890's drunkenness was common, and

degradg%#specimens of both sex s could sometimes be seen in certain

»L,\ g L lrvaiingd g N Bt

streets%attacklng éach otﬁbr w1th broken bottles.

I was very much taken with the idea of disinterested management
of the public house, and‘natufally deplored the regretable character ;
of a large class of English pubs compared with the corresponding houses (
of the continent. There waes much talk at that time of the Swedish ?
system under which the manager of the licenced house had no interest (
in the sale of intoxicants. An opportunity of studying this sys&gmtﬁggf. !

msr »42, " - al \‘
came. when the family Went to Australia, and C.R.B. and I smanzadminn

x
‘é\

‘  >on the day after their departure. z
éI afterwards 1nduced the Board of the Brewery to let me experiment

with certain public houses in which a commission was given to the




. (4) : ol
Amoung agreable recollectiond are tiose of K Borls, who was’ the only

royalty to behave quite like a friend. We ha&d a nice alternoon with Lom

at his palace on the Black Sea in 1923, and‘lunched with him and his sight
ters, and liked him mueh better thah his fatuier. When he came to London

he asked me to see Him at the Ritz, and I took Rufus, who stayed with Y

the secretary outside the Xing's room, during our talk. He was charming ,ﬁ

i
1{

+to R°when we emerged, and I hoped that he would have proved to have llked
the ¥Xing, as it would make an incident for him to remember, He, being J
then about eight years old, told me tiat he had had a splendid time, ang
e reason was tnat whele I was with the Kimg, the secretary had beem
gick, T uﬁlnk that Boris's father, FoxXy Ferdinand, had perhaps more
humour than his son. When 71eland and I saw him in 1904, Leland apolo-

gised for his clothes, and Ferdinand consoled hig with the words, x

are exquis ". g =

- - = - R = st S T oy |




Hore urgently than any other moving cause I have felt the
urgency of International bharmony, and above all of Anglo-German
relations., During the whole of my political life since 1910 this
impressed me as by far the most urgent duty. Uy part in it is
dealt with in Evans' book, and I hesitate to write of it otherwise
because in my view the subject is too important to be dealt with
briefly, and I should like my family and friends to read the

adequate ascount. ’



manager on ’c.hé sale of non-alcoholics and food. T wrote an article
on the results, and in order to secure attention and avoid the appearance
of bias I persuaded Mr. Cherles Booth, whose fame as the‘author of
",ife and Lebour in London" was then at its height, to publish the
__article with a preface by himself and without my neme.
I took part afterwards in two movemente for experimenting in
disinterested management on & large scale and originally promoted by
the Bishop of Chester, and afterwards by Lord Lytton. The first
wae The Peoples Refreshment House Association; the second The Public

i House Trust I\ovement,. ﬁ?’*\

;’"Ei;,;l”“\ﬁnothar keen asplratlon arose from my becoming a Poor Law guaerdian
for nmltechanei_l.. This was to introduce a system for dea.l:.ng with
W Y\ﬁxlch would both vrovide a decent opportunity for those who

__wanted work, and squeeze out those who did not. A great deal had been

done in this direction in Germany, end in 1897 I went to study the

"other asnim followed up after I left business in 1904

and had lost seat in Parliament ’n 1905. It was the cause of()
wjan ol diant

ion which appealed strongly to me. In this I

Cooperation in
was prompted - as in the cause of Gardening for Urban Workers -
by Rollo Meyer, who in the neighbourhood of his parish in Bedfordshire

had seen the urgent need, both social and economic, of cooperation for
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the small growers in buying, and 'also in selling their products, and

had conferred benefits on them by organizing societies on the

continental model. I was & keen member of the committee of the

Agricul‘bur&lOrganization Society and in our own neighbourhood I

founded the Epping Society, holding a meeting in the dining room at

Warlies at which the Copt Hall agent, Mr. Ormond, was elected chairmen. “

fl@mﬁ o“’cher és*oiratlons)) I ought to record two which followed the

great war. One was the cause of Humane Slaughter of Animels. I

introduced a bill in the House, end visited the sleaughter houses both
_reformed and unreformed. I also went to Rotterdam to see the svstem

in vogue there. My bill made no concession to' the Jews whose system

I congider very much too cruel, and I, ve.s naturallv the ob,Jgect of a %g §

Bl I, f A
fx&ég 2 Ms ,' v \?tﬁ” fﬁ{.%*
, vio;!.ent campa;,gn 1}3 the Jewish nres " /& Aftervgr dg when 8 other B;]7l S
_:k = Y ] ‘, ﬂw N \ J44 0(‘( $:% A v.” 7 ‘g? &> fo o @,« &? : ‘::{.
P we.s passed the iJ ews obtained e:g iqn. “Rg Hii;ler s anti-J ew%ish ?\\ 3
‘i‘ {Bnardin 48 B S e, S B 1 L G - V<
e policv is I caimot shed tears over _h:.s proh:.bition of Jem.sh ritual Ci i¢
Pobpd 55 reho i : : e ;M {tft A
Siaugh'ber. ; ! (ﬂk{,;ti"w A, ;Ef#”( %! fdg vg'
{w{“‘xb»t"““"'w}fﬁw 2 :
(¥ = The {other refom #hich move”d me in recent times was that of "*i
housing. I made several speeches in the Lords on the subject, and

I have found nothing more commelling than the one-room dwellings which

<

I have seen in such large numbers. I wish I could have done more in ;

X
b

the matter, but it naturally belongs /pronerlv to members of theﬁ L. C Cé
&wﬁu & 4 GhnilTann

end other great, municipal badies.j

M o

baglo - - Mare urgentlv then émy oKher moving cause T have felt !theu ur ency \’

i aoy3E

of international harmony, and above ell of ;Anglo-Gennan relations.
Al | 20

Duriag the whole of mv political life,this impressed me as by far the

most urgent duty. My part in it is dealt with in Evans book, and I
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hesitate to write of it otherwise because in my view the subject is
too important to be dealt with briefly, and I should like my family
and friends to read the adequate account.



Harold and I went out in October, and our impressions are recorded in
my quotation "With the Bulgaridn Staff.” When the Armistice came
and the London Conference took place, the delegates of the Yhree
states ceme for their Christmas dinner a% Princes Cate, and it was
delightful to bring our parents into the Balkan werm. One felt
happy that the Turks at all events had csased to persecuteBuropean
popalations, but King Ferdinand had spoilt the gams by his smbition
to be erowned at Constantinople. Wasting his forees in Thrace, and
far from Bulgaria, he had allowed the Serbs, and the Grm,_ %o
forestall him in the country which Bulgaria had claimed with the
approval of Russia. The pesult was grievous. The Serbs gncouraged
by Russia betrayed the Agreement they had made %o divide the
Macedonian country, and the Bulgarians finally attacked ¥hem. The
Bulgars were conscious of their military prowess and unduly despised
the Serbs. ‘
On the tervace of the House of Commons in June 1918 I entertained
their delegate and implored him %o report that Bulgaria would lose
British sympathy if they used foree. His confident pride alarmed me.
Mgariu was beaten; the Roumanians stabm them in the back; they
were deprived of more than & quarter of their population, and the
seeds of future war were sown by the unjust ssttlement of the Treaty
of Bucharest., That settlement was partly responsible for the Greoat
war whieh opened & year later. Bulgaria was ready to ally herself
with any power which might recover her rights, and that gave vast




2.

In 1900 CsReBs and I took him to Switzerland, znd he turned
at Vieteria with & auimase faning to pleces, & dim collar

Leter on in 1907 he ceme with us to the Near East, and his appearance
when dining with the ﬁ.mbssssﬁnw in the prineely Embassy was beyond
description. His marrisge to Tuey Littleton in Fenry V1lth Chepel
must have tested the breadth of mind of Ledy ILittleton.

Perhaps the most enjoyable of a1l eur wa together was when I
stayed with him and Lucy in a dlsused end lesky railwey carrisge on.
k the shore at Selsey. A f

One of the great services which he rendered 4o me was en indiveet
one. He¢ insisted on my teking pert in the writing of & book on London
desling with the subject of "Tempersnee Teform". As & junior Director
on the Doard of Trumen's it was an impertinence slmost involving &
rebellion which I could ‘ha:vaiy face, but Mastermen wae irresistible,
and I somewhet ghielded myself by getting a friend in the trade,
Walter Hoere, to give his mame with mine. = The general result was to
loosen my comection with the Board already Aseverely tested by the
contradiction between the views of the Poard and the poliey of the
Liberal Party, ‘ Taken together to my desire for free time to give to
spesking snd orgenizing on the question of Wacedonla it led te my
resigning my seat on the Doard in 1904.

‘w&ing from the opening, and some string tsking the plece of fastenings.

%:
|
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Searle

Connected with Harrow, but belonging to some years later was
Fred Searle, He became a master after I left, and I suppose I got
to know him through Charlie or Harold who were at Harrow about ten

S

LG

yéars 1ater: ‘ﬁé introduced a plan of being a friend to boys which
was 1nconceivab1e in my time, He had an eager and affectionate

way with him, and was notorious for his enthusiasms which provoked

a certain amusement, but did not prevent his being extremely popular.

He had a small house and I stayed there with him several times.

&l Lo
Winston Churchill was one of his boys, and was al®o a common subject

of conversation. Searle used to tell us how Winston made himself
disliked, and how he reported to ©Searle that he was having a rotten
time, but he wog;g get them down in the end.

Searlepgzgggtave made a vast difference to Harrow if he had
lived, and it was a public loss that he died early. Hls executors
passed on to me his dog, a mongrel terrier with long natural tatl,

and of whom mother became so fond, and his writing table which I

have used ever S ince.
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When I went t% the Brewery in 1889 the Manager was a pompous old
l{fl_,« / 8 L g’y Lead sf darth
thingﬂﬂﬁg,had been a favourite of the Chairman, ectured me cn the
importance of his p081tion as the nominee of the Directors whom he

always spoke of as the Directors. My uncle E.M.B. soon afterwards

became Chairman, and at once proceeded to bpérrg*t'c"m?“,,{
E%;this 0ld humbug by T.F.Reeve, untll then Manager at Burton-on-Trent.

I was given charge of two minor departments of which my father in
his day had been in charge, and after a year, which I spent largely at
Burton, I was made partly responsible for the main department which
was the Manager's special sphere. This brought me in touch with Reeve.

I was extremely fortunate to have his friendship all through my fif-
teen years at Brick Lane. He was a most remarkable man, and combining
great business ability with first class eonscience, and what was much
more rare, the quality of an intellectual and a very sympathetic
altruism. He was a Liberal of the old school - a keen disciple of
Mill, and when he stayed at Warlies which he occasionally did, my

mother was delighted with his knowledge of my uncle Roden Noel's

poetry. He had sons then at school, and one of them came to Warlies
for the dragging ofrthe Temple Pond. Meawdy Fifty years afterwards |
this boy, now ﬁear&y—e&—o&ﬂ”aFMi heard that I was in hospital, and

came to See me. He reminded me that I had long ago said that his
father ought to have been Prime MiniSﬁer, and I seriously think that

he would have been an ideal one. One of his remarks which I have often

remembered was to the effect that one should store the mind with poetry

{

3’
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Influences é¢td. Mr Reeve

learnt by heart in case one lost eye sight. It may be due to this
advice that I have at intervals learnt Scraps of poetry, and which are

among my best possessions. I wish I had taken his advice thoroughly.



BARNET Most men on leaving the Varsity know very well what
their tastes will be, ané I wasa late developper, and the fact accounts
for my never meeting Canon Barnet untill I had been concerned with his
district for no le§s than 8 years. I even regarded Toynbee Hall as
some thing regrettgble from the Christian point of view.

After I returned from Australia in January 1897, Uncle Edward got
me to stay at Knighton to meet the Barnets, and I had by that time
become alive to other than Evangelistic purposes, I immediately

accepted Barnet's invitation to come to see him at Toynbee guudesde

No doubt his charm was an added attraction;
gryhow we fell into each other's arms. Barnet had a most delightful
way with him, and his forcible leadership was clothed in a personal

approach of extraordinary sweetness, He very soon got me to stand



for the Whitechapel Board of Guardians, and this led to my putting up
for the L.LC. Barnet had made the Whitechapel Board famous for the
anti-outdoor relief policy which he led them to adopt.

After the Board meetings he and I always walked back along the
Whitechapel road, and I shall never forget his marvellous charm in
talking as he looked up at me fromthe level of my shoulder, swinging
along with his extraordinarily springy step, and a collectionﬂbooksunder
his arm. His religious views were extremely broad, and I still felt

rather suspicious of them, but in so lovable a man thqy left me unmoved

Lol g g;{g\'&i,«f{? ,-f"*;ﬁ;g @g’b")‘;g‘;
’

while, in any other man, tEc; should haveéﬁaﬁm them.
Barnet did a great deal to bring me out of my shyness because he made
something of me. I remember a particular action which surprised me
by its flattering implication, and probably brought me out conSiderab¥7.
Being concerned with the Poor Law, I went in 1907 with Noel Farrar on
a bbcycle tour in Germany, designed partly to Study methods dealing with
vagrants developed by von BodélSchwingh. I was very keen on introdu-
cin7'the plan in Whitechapel, and Barnet got up a meetin? at which I
had to read a paper. I remember my surprise when I found that Barnet
had invited a large-crowd, and had got Lord Herschell>who was a notable
person, to take the chair. |
When Barnet became Canon of Bristol I went with Masterman to consult
him on our projects, and later we met in the little cloister when he
was Canon of Westminster, and I was in the House of Commons. After his
death, Mrs Barnet became almost as famous as he had been, but when I‘ggi

ﬁ%ﬁﬁﬁthem together, I always thought that she asserted herself too much, as

I wanted the conversation to rest with him.
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BISHOP GORE I suppose it was another case of my fluidity of views

v
that I could be at the same tome an ardent follower of both Barnet and Gore.

Gore's high catholicism must have Jarred Barnet s latitudinarian views,

:w;i)% g*”ij&xﬁ e
The Christiam Boé¢ial Union was extraor inarily wel come to me,

wanting as I did to connect philanthropic activity with religion. Gore
at that time was an extremely popular preacher. His manner was most
attractive, His voice in preaching was irresistible.

I valued the C.S,U. in conrection with Temperance reform, but I
got to know Gore better in regard to the problem of Turkish disorder.
I remember lunching with him in his house in the Cloister overlooking the
Westminster Canon's garden when I returned from the Balkans in géﬁéés It
was a chance which led me to go there and to learn that Macedonia had been
restored to the Turks by the British government. This shocking fact did
not seem to be appreciated by anyone whom I h%%iiﬁ:ﬁg,except Gore whose
keen sense of humanity had been p%}foundly moved a few years before by the
Aimenian masSsSacres. He became intensely friendly to me snd an eager
supporter of the Balkan Committee. His way of addressing a meeting on
the subject of maSsacres and so on/was most moving, and his keen approval
certainly furnished &nother influence on my life because he was avery

great man. His friendship gave me confldence.
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Bryce was famous as a Minister ( Secretary for Ireland ) as the
most popular Ambassador who represented us in America, and as author
of the "Holy Roman Empire." He was the most distinguished person who
has given me friendship. He was a friend of my father, and I remember
him staying at Cromer when he was first in a Liberal Government as
Chancellor of the Duchy and therefore concerned with many Church livings
in Norfolk.

When the Balkan Committee was formed in 1902 we naturally turned

to him as he had prominently espoused the cause of the viectims of

PN 2

'Aﬁ‘éars before, When things became urgent through the
insurrection of 1903, Bryce invited us to meet in his house at Portland
Place in order to put the Committee on an active footing. I remember
that I, as Chalrman was asked to work with Henry Nevinson who became

8o famous, but was then unknown to me. I enguired where he could be
found, and the reply was,"He is sitting beside you."

In the subsequent years of Balkan activitleryce Showed wonderful
thoroughness and lack of pride in constantly writing to me, and attended
meetings whenever we wanted him. His encouragement revived my desire
to enter Parliament which had waned after the Ipswich episode, and he
was certainly my political father.

It was a personal loss when he left Office for the Washington
Embassy, but he continued to write me long letters in his own hand
about Turkish affairs. This side of his activity is sadly ignored in
his Memoir by Herbert Fisher and for this I am much to blame, because

I ought to have collected his 1ette;5and sent them to Fisher when

>



Benefactors ctd. Bryce 2

writing the book.

When Rufus was born in 1917 I thought that a distinguished god-
father would be good for him in after years, Bryce was the natural
man to invite. He replied that as a member of the Scottish Church
-he was not entitled to accept, but for personal affection he would
do 80, and would moreover call upon Rufus not only to hear sermons,
as the prayer book enjoins, but also to learn the shorter catechism.

In the end I am afraid Bryce was disappointed in me. At Rutland
Gate about 1920 We;Z%éinner party to meet the new Bulgarian Minister,
Stancioff, Bryce came, and at one point the conversation turned on
the Labour P,rty which I had just joined. He inveighed with great
vehemence against it, but after all, you can hardly expect a Liberal
of the old ih@ividualistic school to feel otherwise about a Party

B ki

which chooses to say(%t does no%hmeanﬁthat all the means of & pro-

g

Ao gt
ductionhaﬁdwdistributionﬁeﬁ exchange should be owned by the State.
/ ‘
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I first saw RamsSay McDonald at one of the dinners which Charlie

Masterman arranged for us whom he had induced to take part in writing
Xfa s
"The Heart of the Empire. He waS then organising the infant Labour

Party, and annoyed me by his bitter attack on a Liberal M.P. whom I
had regarded as an admirable reformer.

When I got in the House in 1910 I had begun to see that the Liberals
needed gingering if they were to display the Radical spirit that I
wanted. There was some thing romantic about RamSay with his good
looks his fine<%pice and athletic figure which G$a$$edwa&me6;fghmir-
aﬁkug and 4 wes‘auite hungry for his friendship. But there was
some thing cold in him which kept ohe at bay, and my attitude to him

LAy

was always a mixture of affection and criticism which probably &lec.é,

R Rttt

to the strange dualism of his presence: il

L

Some times he seemed to think far toowwell of one; sometimes too
1118.  In choosing me for his Cabinet %?fte: thought that he displayed
the former kind of defect;ve vision. His most friendly moments arose
when he dinedwith us at Rutland Gate. By good luck Lucy had provided
wild duck, and it proved that this was his favourite dish. His
sfi%i;iggism was a surprise. He expatiated at lunch on the merits
of port wire sauce, and went on to tell us of the exact way to produce
old brandy. Foibles of taste were quite a feature in him. He was

very fond of scents, and wore peculiar rinzs. The oddest thing was

his concern with his appearance, and it was s till odder that he was
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not ashamed to reveal to us his satisfaction in regarding himself
as the best-looking man in the Cabinet.

It must be very uncommon for a man to arouse in others sSuch a,Strohg
liking and such antipathy. His son Malcolm asked me after his father's
.death to make a contribution to the Memoir which he was planning, and
Said that he wished it to include criticism as well a8 praise. g0 I
wrote some notes which will appear in the book, and I need not say more
here;

He was a very kind friend on the whole and I wish I had accepted
his quite numerous invitations to travel with Bim.: I am glad that at
least tcg Jou ;gg mwgre niéW1af?, namely Germany after the War, and North
Africa in 1926. It was probably due to perscnal friendship that I

became Minister.

i
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The most brilliant contemporary who gave me his friendship in my
youth was Charlie Masterman. I knew him first as a friend of C.R.B. -
when they left Cambridge in 1899. He fitted in with my lately conceived
enthusiasm for the Christian Social Union and we made fast friends in a
flagh. He came from Cambridge with a brilliant reputation and my sense
of his intellectual superiority required to be balanced in order to meke
me at ease with him. This was €Tfected by his affectionate nature and- .
by the fact that I had something to give him in the shape of introductions.
I felt him a great acquisition to the cause and was more than delighted
to meke him known to Barnet, and to Gore gnd Scott-Holland. Through
Barnet he became Secretery to the Childrens' Country Holiday Fund, and
through Gore and Hollang he wi:su Eoon one of the writers on the gomen—
wealt.h. f Then it ‘beeame a ques’c.ion of politics and I made that
introduction through Sidney Buxmd Sidney introduced him to Asquith,
and his foot was on the ladder which led in such incredibly short time
to ministerial office. ‘

He was a marvellous combination of personal charm and humour, and

political idealism and capacity. John Burns was right when he said
of him "Heart of Gold" but not when he added "Head of Feathers",

His life in a Camberwell block of workmen's flats with Reggie Bray
afforded me one of my best experiences through being their guest.

The invariable evening fare of toasted sardihes is still a memorable
pleasure, but was possibly less advantageous to Masierman for whom it
was invariable and who always neglected his health. His incorrigible

untidiness was one of the chief amusements which he afforded to his
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friends. In 1900 C.ReB. and I took him to Switzerland, and he turned
up at Victoria with a suitcase falling to pieces, a dirty collar

exuding from the opening, and some string taking the place of fastenings.
Later on in 1907 he came with us to the Near East, and his appearance
when dining with the Ambassador in the prineely Embassy was beyond
description. His marriage to Luecy L:}ttieton in Henry V1lth Chapel

must have tested the breadth of mind of Lady L?’htié‘bon.

Perhaps the most enjoyable of all our times together was when I
stayed with him and Lucy in a disused and leaky railway carriage on
the shore at Selsey.

One of the great services which he rendered to me was an indirect
one. He insisted on my taking part in the writing of a book on London
dealing with the subject of "Temperance Reform". As a junior Director
on the Board of Truman's it was an impertinence almost involving a
rebellion which I could hardly face, but Masterman was irresistible,
and T somewhat shielded myself by getting a friend in the trade,
wWalter Hoare, to give his name with mine. The general result was to
loosen my connection with the Board already severely tested by the
contradiction between the viewsfg:f;@}he Board and the policy of the
Liberal Party, Taken together te my desire for free time to give to
speaking and organizing on the question of Macedonia it led to my
resigning my seat on the Board in 1904.
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rt from spec al benefactors I .feel,;

gjfection
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le_who showed me Seees] kindness and hOSpitallty.
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any peop

LADY LYTTLETON

Lady Lytlleton, (Sybella) who often invited me 6o the Chantrey,
e W3S g very attractive woman, ‘
RALEIGHS
Perhapé I etayed oftener that anywhere else for week ends with
the Rayleighs gt Tarllng Lord Ralelgh was an attractive combination
o A g Ctandiat o b #f

e unsocial mind who, like myself, had come uhder the influence of
\

Miss Marsh,~and whom I had Seen embraced by her With kisses oawedee

After lunch on Sunday he used to show us
liquid like ginger beer which was air compressed to so many thousands
of pounds to.ﬂhe square inch.

EDWARD TALBOTS .
I had great luck in being befriended by the Edward Talbots. They

were both extremely beautiful and charming, and Mrs Talbot - considered
the pick of the well-known family of Lytlletons - remained lovely

until about eighty years old when she could néither hear nor recognise
anyone.,

LOCKER LAMPSONS

I used often to stay with the Locker Lampsons at Cromer and
. Rowfant, and while Nr Locker was alive the pungent contrast between
him and his robust and hospitable wife was interesting. At Rowfant
I met Austin Dobson.

PORTSMOUTHS

An ill-assorted couple who entertained me in Hants and Devon were
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the Portsmouths, There are many good stories of his oddities, and
the oddest thing that I remember myself}was his habit of ordering -
flies for his departing guests on Mondey morning, and driving by
himself in his brougham to the same train, not saying goodbye to them
at all.

EXTON
It was great fun staying 1in mother's country at Exton, and at
Burley on ‘the Hill. I am amused now at my temerity at taking Cecil

Harris to stay at the latter when he was quite unknown.i{x fweavﬁeﬁi

LADY FRANC @5 BALFOUR

Lady Francds Balfour was another real friend, and I often dined
there. She was a great admirer of Alfred Spendon who Was-very famous
as the editor of the Westminster Gazette. He was at dinner more
than oncé when I was there, and she, ‘?eing an adept at general con-.

v 2N é,.w@ g 09 ;f,t/‘w,i‘fi éw&z
versation, frequently led the talk o ,Wasb sgec:alled 'The Green

Rag."  General talk iim%et” ala,ming to me, and I abhorreo it until
i perceived its merits \]f;j:f; S a .
ikf? Lo gl al Hhon 2’ V) § T PONR Y e lr A, T2 o BT AN AN Al
made it a crime to utter a 8ingle word to one's nelghbour. —Be+ne ..,
Pinf LD .9 Lasp o

alwess an immensé party, this 1ed to total silence on the part of
all but three or four. It was interesting to listen to the great

guns such as Oliver Lodge and the Balfour brothers; and I have since

&-éﬁﬁﬁf”ftiéh&m

felt that there is | gained in the way of stimulation if one

can rise to general conversation, All the meme; because I find it

impossible in individual talk to avoid being distracted by other talk.
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LADY BATTERSEA ﬂ%gfx&bﬁ
Béing a social outcast as kebkewur candidate in North Norfolk, I

appreciated the friendship of Lady Battersea who certainly was the
embodiment of good nature, and must have converted any anti-semitist
whom she met, being a purely Jewish Rothschild. She had'been»a friend
long before I was candidate in Norfolk, and it was nice that she was
also a friend of Lucy's, and brought us together. ‘

THE SYDNEY WEBBS,

The Sydpey Webbs were also extremely kind to me, and I'met lots
of interesting %%ople at dinner in their house in Grosvenor Road.
Mrs W.bb never seemed to realise the intellectual gul%—which Separated
one from her, and she neveﬁrepresented the school which has been

§

described as preferring clever dullness tq stupidity.
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There are others to whom I am espeedadty indebted and to whom I

like to show a grateful tribute. Some of them are alive so I cannot

Say very much. Rollo Myer has been a wonderful friend from Cambridge

days; I owe to him all the pleasure I have derived from plants and

flowers and from gardening and planting which have been for a long time

my main recregtion. He also gave rise tot he slum gardening movement.
J.W.Bourchier, the famous correspondent of the "Times" in the

Balkans was a real friend, though we touched at few points - his

tastes being peculiar. I greatly admired his enthusiasm for liberty

in the young nations freed from the Turks, and he showed a glorious i

energy in pursuing this aim. He was also a lovable man, and his week

eénd visit to Warlies when home on leave each Summer became an annual

instituion. I have desc€1bed him in a contribution to his Memoir

which was written by Lady @wgénf%:nd which I hope my children will read.
Among others whom I think of at least once a week is Agnes Noel.

She wgs a great joy to me ever sincgﬁwhen I stayed at Campden in 1897,

She revealed her liking for me by hiding herself in a hedge between the

village and the house, and Startling me from her hiding place. She

became a favourite of us all though she had no tastes or purposes of

the kond tf&t especlally belonged to us. She was a lovelycereature

and most friendly, and her sudden death in 1915 was a mystery.

I owed a great deal to Ethel Buxton Sipgé 1 first emerged af ter

leaving Harrow. Ag a cousin older than myself, one could get to know

¥
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her better than othgﬁ; and when the family were in Australia I almost
Citgtd 47

lived for a time at She had a tremendous gift of personal

influence and altruistic convictions, and I always thought she ought to
"

have been a leader like ﬁ; Marsh, only more so because she also ran

Poor Law and social works. )It grievad me that after her parents died

o j,;'% Minvalid sister.
w% S : Aoy o @{ i i é"“{fﬂ f s, @;’5’

One of my gre teSt boons has been the friendship of my neghewsdﬁmﬂéﬁxw

They have been among my greatest benefactors, but—I-METItion one because
he .ls-dead. .Noel Ponsonby was the first who became afery great friend.
It is difficult to imagine any other boy or man like him. Our affection
for each other dateS‘from;the time when I sSpent Easter holidays with the
Ponsonbys on Dartmoor, and he made frieeds with the blacksmith's boy, Sam)
who remained asmeintimate with him until he died in tthﬁi;i

I commend this to all others who want to breakiout of the deplorable
unchristian narrow minded division of classes in England, and do not

realise the advantage of making a friend in the so-called uneducated class

where it is possible, i
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502 ged very strongly
y.. mev; my insistence grieved her,

an



gﬁr What I feel most inclined to do is to say something
. |
¥ _ | about people who have haed influence on me, and I will
t
i

. | also amuse myself by recalling a few old recollections

. which may interest*those who share them, ;fnd it is

s

also possible thatg my children may some day wish for
records of me whe%;they come to the time of\life to

\.
Y

which the experiences belong.

§
%
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She must hdve suffered as much from inability to do things

%or others as from her physical pains, The chief thing she could
i do for us was reading aloud, and how delightfully she read. |
% Unhappily it was just this reading from a sofa, with the eyes

directed downwards, which ruined her sight. In the years of

blindnesé she was pathetically grateful when flowers were brought;

to her/@kto feel their shapes.,

One realised, too late how 1little one did for her, and how
one failed to gratify her wishes.; Especially do I deplore that

I persuaded her to let ike 1eave off learning the piano at school,
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We were fortunate indeed in our parents, Mother Waéh\\
lsv o
truly what A.Ge Gardiner, editor of nThe Daily Ke,f"s"- rord of )

\\h\ef_’ n g fine flower of the Victorian Age.}gfk
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- death in 1885 her natural breadth of mind was free to expand.

; She had been brought up to abjure the stage, and to decline

z waltzing. She hed only broken this rule when the Prince of }

sWales' request to waltgwith her was regarded as an order.

She was by nature an intellectual and after her mother'st?



The fact that we, her children, are

£
§

red,

exceptionally united, in spite of our marked diversity of view,

is due to the devotion to her which we sha
What an unspeakable tragedy that such energy and goodness
4

were imprisoned from early years by ill-health and pain,
The only outlet for

do not remember her going for a walk,
physical energy which lasted till my day was leading us in

singing. What force she put into the piane on those winter even&

————_
s

ings in the library when we revelled in the songs she sang as
g girl, in nigger melodies, and favourites from the Harrow Song

Book, and made fun of Victorian sentimentality like that of

"She wore a Wreath of Roses",
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Artieles in Monthly Reviews. stook copies are in one
' 3 of the large boxes at
adstoek Reotory.

Books which mention N.-B,
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DOCUMENTS .

1 My view of T.F.B. rreamble to my Charity Trust Deed.

ey i
s R

A Beligion and Mewals. uy tvast o 1910, "by a Politician®, |

-~

3 Speeches in Parliament. (Hansards in case)

4 Review Articles (at Adstock) ( Contemporary,
Nineteenth Century, etc)

5 Article on Trust Systenm (Contemporamy Review)
6 . Notes at Bury and in attache case and small suitcase.
7 Letters to Times, Manchester Guardian, etec.



11, Before school

111, Sohool and Cambrie

v, ‘Travel

vii. Priends

VIIl, More Benefuctors

X, Polities |

p _ roan Relations
XiI. Sundry
¥I11t. Religion

tEEfsessenn _, §



aphies of m;m without m
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I may as well respond to the kindly interest of my sisters,
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. what I feel lgget disinolir

~ about people who have m an influence
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NOTES ON PAST EV&HTE.M4
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: i Warliea Vemories

2. Adventures
New Zealand
Labour Home
Assassination

3. Dates
pegree 1889
Travel 1892
Australia
New Zealand
Japan
Territorial 1890
Australia 1896
Ipswich Election

Whitby flection 1905
Horfolk Eleetion 1910

Adgadir 1911
B kan Commi ttee
falkans 1914
America 1916
pefeated 1918

Of fice 1924

Office 1929
Abyssinia 1932

4. Notes re
1, Slums

3. Kurds
4 ® SQQ rt
5, Politics

5. Early Days
rusiness
Travels
Politics
Housing
Religion
Philanthropy.

Elected 1922 1923 1924
Africa with Macbonald 1926

2. Balkan Royaltles

of Father and Hother.
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il e Pt ‘arlies lemories of Father and Mother.

Adventures
New Zealand
Labour Home
Assassination

Dates
Degree 1889

Travel 1892

Australia

New Zealand

Japan

Territorial 1890
Australia 1896

Ipswich Election 1900
Whitby Election 1905
Norfolk Election 1910
Agadir 1911 )

Balkan Committee 1903
Ralkans 1914

America 1916

Defeated 1918

‘Elected 1922 1923 1924 i
Office 1924 -

Africa with Macbonald 1926
Office 1929

Abyssinia 1932

4. Notes re

1, Slums

2. Balkan Royalties

3. Kurds

4. Bport ~
5. Politics ’

5. Early Days

! Business

s Travels
Pollties

; ; ; Housing

i Religion
Philanthropy.
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VARIOUS RECORDS OF N-B.

" Articles in Monthly keviews. stock copies are ia-ome"

01d Bury magazines. o-i’mr'ﬂ!y’rm,v SeR : o

Books which mention N.-B. e.g. Life of Barmet,
~  Life of Bourechier, ; L
4 Life of Snowden etce.
Fuller list among my papers. ]
(Probably at the sury, or in box
cf papers with my luggage.)
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7 \its doing evil
principle on

ey candidates for Anglican orders declare

that they agree with the Thirty-Nine Articles, though, in

fact, they do nothing of the sort.
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Peerage

The conflict of title-taking with democratie principle
might be compared with other cases where evil is outweighed
by the suﬁposed good. People talk of Jesuits doing evil

thét good may come. It reminds me of the principle on

‘whieh, I understand, candidates for Anglican orders declare

that they agree with the Thirty-Nine Articles, though, in

fact, they do nothing of the sort.




The House prov1des a very convenlent chance of getting

§‘

at neople*\\ ce, feeling the duty of propaganda for

Chrlstianlty;~£ﬁinvited a large party of M.,Pe's to hear a
famous Emsriean evangelist and among about twenty'whc accepte&
was Bamsay. '~ They all thanked me wqrmly as they left, shaking
hands to mark their feeling for the suﬁjeet, and for all ny '
effort, even if they were not impressed,but J.R.M, said it was

just typieal Yankee stuff,




Some people thdught that we bourgeois poan.__
made a sacrifice by joining the despised Socialists, but I
don't claim this at all. In his book about Parliament
Jos Wedgewood gave two instances of what he called
"political sacrifices™, and one of these referred to a
cersain loss of income on leaving business for polities, of
whieh I had told him privately, but that,again, was no
sacrifice as, like Ananias, I had retained plenty to live
on.

A larger class of people seemed to think it creditable
to do hard work when one had no necessity to do so. How
strange that people should think it more agreeable to lead
an inactive life than a busy one.

On the other hand I was not one of those who get pleasure
from being a rebel, and it was painful to me to annoy and
disappoint, e.g. my uncle E.N.B. (Edward North Buxton).

He was very angry with Charlie and me during the Four Years'
War., However, this gave rise to a bit of fun which was
quite cohsoling. He was dictating his Recollections, and
used these words:"My nephews, N, and C., seem to be no better
than Communists". When the type was produced, the wording

ran: "Are no better than Communicants",
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1t 1s a famus feature of English political life that
personal relations are not damaged by difference of
political views. It is famous, but not necessarily &
admirable. Pure epinion ought net te divide peeple,

because opinions should be distinet from feeling. But

the difference between desire for decent housing and the
desire to kéep down'the rates represents the difference
between altruism and selfépraservation, and that is

properly a divisien of meral personality.

As to the effeet of my own politics on social relations,
it d4id happen that, after I became xnown as a Radical, I lost
sight of nearly all the houses where I formerly stayed. But
| I think this was more from being regarded as too busy to pay
visits. On the other hand, there is an interesting reatu:c-
in the vehement hostility of meny Conservative minds to
those who support seeial change,because this hostility
_seems to be greater in those who know least, and care

least about politics.v




Once when breakfasting at Downing Street during the
war I was painfully surprised by the casual way in which \
L.G. spoke of a certain British Force whieh, the day
before, he had learnt was being annihilated. Perhaps ) &
ought to make allowance for a habit of talking without
restraint, because I remembe; when I had invited him

to meet someone at dinner in the Strangers' Room in the
House of Commons, a note was brought to him during the
dinner by the waiter. It proved to be a little scrawl from
Sir John Simon, aé he then was, who was dining at a |
‘neighbouring table. It was a friendly warning to L.G. }
that what he said was being overheard, and was too private ;

for the ears of strangers.
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Support or the Irish rebels. He, the representative of a

bparty of law and order, asked to say explieitly whether
he approved of the King's subjeets arming themselves to
resist the decisions and the forces of the Crown, arrived
at by epnstitutional Process, replied emphatically that
he did so, It gave me the impression of madness and
unreality, but it led to appalling results, and perhaps
to the Great War.

It was entirely supported by the Conserwative Party,

and this is one of the cases which should make us look

with doubt on the reputation of Conservatism for trustworthiness,

During the long Conservative reign which followed the
Four Years' War the Tory Party claimed to be loyal to the
League of Nations system, and, although it was foreign to
their national tendency, to Nationalism, ahd Imperialism of
the Party, I felt confidence in the professions of Baldwin;

but aftér all we were disappointed in the event. Nobody now

quite genuine.




oﬁ "Temperance Reform", As a junior director of the Board

of Truman's this was an impertinence (almost involving

a4 rebellion) which I could hardly face; but Masterman was
0D Face L 4, rrilh -

irresistible, and I somewhat shieldé%?myself%by getting a

friend in the trade

G4, «E‘Jg«t
mine. This jhelped to weaken my connexion withfﬁiuman's, alrem#

Walter Hoare, to give his name with

severely tested by the contradiction between the views of the
Board and the policy of the Liberal Party. Taken together
with my desire for free time to give to speaking and organising
on the question of Macedonia, it led to my resigning my seat on

the Board in 1904,



acoopted the help of the State ought to receive no
favour until 1t shook off the State connestion. I
oould not take that view myself and I persuaded one
other Liberal meuber to rebel along with me. C.B.
was very annoyed with me, and I was sovry for this
because 1 was an mﬂmﬂmﬁh supporter of his, !‘mﬁ
i% could sot be helped,

M~mmmg after I BSood in 1900, the
Liberal mmumg were conspiring against ¢ GeByy
and in their nmahgfsazmw mymmmm
the lesder of what vim ealled the Liberal League, 0
mnoet candidates at dimg I bad not liked to refuse
one of these very select invitations, and was ourious
to see what attractions were offered to us, To my
surprise, when \ wag over, I m tf%é'ﬂrat to be
called to a separate ;Mt with $he wmi man, end we
had @ Jong talk, ‘\ _

I &id not eonceal uy‘%m for some Liberal measures,
bup they did not meet wi\ﬁ; entiusiaem. The ex-‘remier
dwelt on armxme%: as &e key note of the poliey which
wmmm:mmﬂm* lmmmmm
,“@n Burt the old man's mzsm 1n 1906,
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i great many people complained of the unhealthiness
of life in the House, OCertainly it is terrible to be
indecors without a break for about nine hours on end,
end they blame the impurity of the air. But I found
the life perfectly salubrious, and I think this iu due
to my always going for a walk before dimmer., Usually
1 did the round of Lembeth Bridge, the delightful walk
along S5t. Thomas's ﬁmpiﬁai, viewing Parliament House
aeross the river, and back by westminster Bridge. IT
people suffer from being sooped ﬁﬁ, it ig their own
fault because it was almost always easy to avoid
Division in the hour before dinner, end get the Whip
to let one off. iIf people voluntarily shut themselves
indoors from luneh until bedtime it is a marvel if
thoy do not become €3. At the same time the average
M.P. is omasningly berdy. I found alle-night sittings
terribly trying. Sometimes a man collapses late at
night., wWillie Graham, when in charge of a bill,
suddenly fainted behind the Speaker‘'s Chair, and an
invaluable man was lost to the Government for several
days.
: but shere is something abau§ the atmosphere that
keeps one going. I always fomsd one could work or
write letters after dinmer for the whole evening
uatil 11 pemie, while in any other place to write even
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a couple of lﬁtters might have given me a bad night..

when Lléyd George turned Asquith out he needed
badly to get keen supporters in view of the violent
disapproval of his aetion by loyal ’Libérals. it
interested me that he thought I might be one oi‘A
these, and I was intrigued by the faet that I and
only thrée or four others were invited by one of
L.G's, men %o a seleoct aiﬁner’ party at the Ritz,
about the end of December, 1916. 1 accepted, though
nothing was ‘mrthar from my plan than to support a
Government whose raison d'etre was its adhesion %o
mere fire-eating views on our poliey than those of
its predecessor.

it was part of this polioy to endorse the aaﬁso of the
new small states to be cre.atca out of the Austro=
Hungarian @mpire. The word *'emeheslés:fakia* had no%
been eard berore, and L.G's. new Chief whip made
great fun at this dinner of the invention of a new
nationality. ,

It was a striking occasion when the new Govermment
first met in the House, and one was curious to see what
reception L.G. would get when he entered to take his
seat in the Prime :ilnister's place by the Box.
iinisters who had been turned out were choosing piaen
Saltm the gangway. Mir. Birrell had saenm a corner
seat, and I sat next to him. iie gazed with

]
e i~
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intensity at L.G. as he murmured: "He's just a Welsh

; poacher®™, adding several epithete not it for repitition.

The decay of the Liberal Party dates perbaps from
the old queen's selection of Rosebery in preference %o
Harcourt as Gladstone's successor in 1894, Rosebery’'s
prestige enabled him to make a split in the Party when
CampbellsBannerman's radicalism hed given him an
opportunity. asquith's succession to the leadership
was the result of this Liberal Imperialist ﬁovmaht,
and he represented an outlook which made possible the
ereation of the Labour rarty. Some of t.haso leaders
told me that they had fully considered the question of
continuing to work with the Liberals and thus avoid a
split in the progressive foreces which, in many ways, was
bound %o prove disastrous. If the split eould have been
avoided, we uight never have seen the long Tory reign
in the twenties and again in the thirties, when it
may have been responsible for the remewal of war.,
But nobody with keen reform ideals, let 2lone socialist
econviotions, could possibly have felt that co~0Operation
was possible with an Asquithian Party.

The most important parlismentary job that I had
was the piloting of the sgricultural wages Bill in
1924, It wes an exeiting experience, involving the
very unorthodox method of co-operation with the

R e e
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tha ﬁm& time during the War hud rapildly fallen to the
0ld scendelous level when L.0. recklessly repealed the
Agriouliure Aet in 1921, The Ministry veported to me
cases where labourers wers only getting £1 a week.

ﬁ# hed not & majority in the 1924 rarliement for any
measures which did not earry tho support of the Liberal
Perty, ond this limited the measures on whieh the
Government gould embark, Bills affecting the workers®
interests were therefore genmerclly speaking limited to
two, nemely, housing and ferm wages. wheatley's Housing
Bill encountered great opposition und ccoupied wach time.
The other BLll fell to we and we knew that 1% was doubtful

‘how far the Liberals would support us in i%s I introduced
the Bill with o provision for restoring the National
Wages Board, and the chances of the Bill on Beoond
Reading looked fairly good, dut in Grend Coumittee we
found the Liberals lukewarm and & National vwages Authority

Finding this [ adjourned the Committee, disregarding
the adviee of my officials, because I did not wish to
be sompromised without consulting the Prime uinister,
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The next step was to disouss with him whether %o go on,
and we 414 this at lunch at Downing Street with hamsey
and Jimmy Thomas. We decided to proceed and called the
Grend comittes again. Friotion developed with the
Liberals, and I despaired of passing any bill %11l one
evening in the Lobby & Conservative sountry member let
fall the remark that the Tories might not be opposed to

'va 8111 which provided for separate authorities for each

sounty. I wired to Bdward wood (afterwards Halifax)

who was leading the Tories in the matter, asking hin %o
meet me, because there was only Just time for the
necessary steps before the recess., He was willing to
help & Bi11 on thess lines provided that we did not '
insiet on & minimum woney wege fisure., This the Liberals
would not agree %o, and when the Comaittee met we of the
labour Party were ourselves divided,because some of the
Trade Union members insisted on voting for a minioum
figure of 80/~. My old friend George dwards wus among
these, as wae natural, he being recretary of the Fam
labourers’ iUnion. The others I did not so easlily
forgive, because they endangered the negotiation with
wood, by which alone a bill could be passed. It was a

~ movel end valuuble procedure, and I had ocasually obtained

Wood's promise to seoure that the Bill should not be
shrowm out by the lLorde. ‘
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gronsis soland, who led the Liberals, agreed with me,
but some of his flook threw over my offer, so thaat I was
hrosm into & valuable alllence with the Tories. ihe
Trade Union members on $he Committee urged that the Bill
ould be dvopped, and on strict principle thelr wishes
should have prevailed on an industrial question, but I
decided o do what I thought was best for the agricultural
l1sbourers and, Tather than betray them, I asked for &
srecial meeting of the whole rartys A% this I made the
rongosts poseible appeel net to lose what would bensfi
the poorest clase of workers.
Mesnwhile wood and Fitzyoy (afterwards Specker),
who wae essisting wood in Commidtee, hod beea alormod
at the faot that some labour members voted against me in
Gommittee on the minimum figure question, They asked me
o declave in Committee that the Govermment would not
propose or start & minimm flgure, I was glad to do this
though it annoyed the rebellious iabour men. It was the
only way to got the Hill, when the Bill reached the Lords
there was protest by some peers against the bargain whieh
been struck with me by the Pory leaders, taking ewey
the freedom of their lordshipe to deal as they liked
with the BAll, but Lord Salisbury stuck $o the combat and
the B41l was ynmﬂ |

m 408 was o greal success, {mmediately raising farm
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dounties tien paying 26/- to the 30/- which had been
Gemandeds In epite of tuis the agrioulturel divisions
mm.mwmmwmmwm»m.
at the mext eleetion, mut among my tressures is a
Frocant expressing the gratitude of the Farm Labouvers®
memmmmamwmmmmm,
Mswagmmmmmmzm«m.m



My great helper in securing the North Norf
by Joseph ireh, which had dled out. Biwands, as the
world lmoos from his book, "Orows-secaring to %%WW#
Wae & very vemarkabis man. lo wos dred in the hungry
forties when his father - & furm labouver - went 0
jail for taking o turnip %o feed his children; 68 &
pesult of whioh he and his mother went $0 the workhouses

5o was almost @ bunchback; though starved in his youth,
early years and lsst bis job. My unels, Iouis Buxton of
Polwisk, them got work for him, end ultimately he bogan
to organize the Union from his %iny oottage 4t Creshem.

' when I got to know him in 1007 ke was doing all the
business of the Undon frou & minute attle, resching
meebings all over the sounty on his bleyelis. ke was
also a fervent Primitive Hethodist and local prescher.
when Bis Union weetings ineluded & te, mmw
with grade, and sometimes & hymn. le got into Parliament
in 1923, and 1% was Jolly %o huve bim in the House when
1 was Minlster in charge of tho Pam wages Dill.

ity fonlness for hm ¥as undiminisied by bis voting
egainst me in the Grand Coumittee of the Bill.
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Edwards was a real friend. He was a genuine m‘x
and it was a great pleasure to have him staying with
at Colne Cottage - a pleasure enhanced by his quaint\’

tastes, such aw an abhorrence of novels, and a habit |
putting seven lumps of sugar in his tea.
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out eleotion showed itself in the grotesque settlement.

L.G. argued for sensible terms, but was overruled by
the threatening message sent to him by about half the
bers of the nouse of Commons, demanding that he
should show no weakness. Among these, oddly mwa&hg
were Halifax and Sam Hoave. Such wss the blindness
mb"“mw even among thinking men. Liberal
memwmwxm. by the election,
and no serious obstacle could be mide to the roliey of
Versailles, Purther, the tresty with Germany hed been
diotated with overy oircumstance of humilistion,

The raris Conference lost interest when the fate
of the smaller ememy countries ceme up for settlement
in the succeeding susier, after the big leaders had
gone home, I went out in August because the case of
Bulgaria was goming on, and her faithful friend,
Boughier, begzed me to Join him, Balfour wae in
oharge for kngland, envy white for imerisa. His
half-brother, willie Buckler, got me $o lunmeh with him
at the Crion Hotel. e was perfestly sound from my
point of view, but the ameriocans seemed %o have no foree
in putting thelr ideas forward, aprarently thinking that
they were amateurs beside the French and British
diplomats. Arthur Ponsonby, my nephew, wes wit: me and
we hed an interesting time, Hoover, who was in control
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striar m&m their feelings w spitting ot the
windows. I was not easy %o enjoy our dinner, realiszing
thelr point of view,. .

By the help of an nglish dootor who was due in
Budapest, we got a chanece of going on %o Budapesd in
his spoeial train consisting of one carringe. The
oity was in disorder, and when we got to the hotel
(Hotel Bumparia), Arthur, wio was $o follow with the
Bmwmm troops were ia
Mya&&m* and nobody epuld answer Tor thelr conduets
I foreed my vay &nto the H.Q. oFf the Roumanian gane
and in time Arthur reappesred, The hunger was even
grenter thon &% Vienun, and at tho hospitals we saw
the bables still covered with the newspapers wileh,
for a long time, had been their only blankets. The
Russians had stolen 211 the hospital oanplies,
mmm the millk, It wus o fearful situation for
the proud and anolent rungarians $o be undey the thumb
of Balkan upstarts. One day we were in a lLouse faoing
the old bridge of the anclent sapitul, which erosses
- %he penube, when band musio was heard, and we sew
Roumanian troops merching on to the bridge. Ho one
hed W}*ﬁ that the old azw would be to degraded
mist Lave seen that they had brougié it upon theuselves




than ever umazed at the French want of logie, fThey
aduitted that their poliey of pinpricks ensured the
hostilisy of Germany, and $hat Germany would eventually
be stronger than France. In fast thoy agreed that
their polioy was suloidal, but they peoued blind %o
- this poln$ of view, snd repiied in effect, "Yes, it

is fatal, but we will bully them as long as we cam,®

MWXMtﬁWMﬁM%-Mg
The Poles naturdlly claimed the vorridor to the sea,
but they nade no attempt o diminish German resentment,
which wes the only possibie way of avwﬁ&w conflict
mmwamamxmmmmmmﬂ To
this day 1 d;amtm&ms%hwuelm#mzm
thought Shat Germeny would ever

Mmpi a muay eouparable %o the severing of England

Prmany wonld be free to am, 32 often spoke for the
Union, and of'ten think that if their advice had been
mum Eitler would have Femained cbsoure,

Our sesond term of governnent geve Henderson a
chmam; 48 Foreign secretary, to improve matters aw
withdrawing British troops from the Hhine, Unfe




.
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make 8. oustoms union with sustria, but so mm it as
2 logal question to the interastional Court at The
Hegue. 1le Gourt decided that it was technieslly
1llegal, and the allies appeared to WW as
obstrasting every xmﬂtm’m German olains Fhe result
of this was tho conversion o Mﬂmm off eountless
Gormans whoy until them, had hated the upstart Hithar,




with Bvane and Ben Riley. The British quakers' agents
1ed ssquired o strong position, and I thought it Just
worsh while te appeal %o the Nawls to let them visit
soncentration campe, wiich had already began their
4irty work, and o urge that British opinion, whioh they
thon strongly desived, would bde aliemated by illegal
. violence, whish was 8o contrary $0 Gemman tradition.
Blomberg, we got an interview with Hitler, tut it was a
forlora hops, as I had realizeds He declaved that
erybody loved iim, and that if he went into the Linden
& hundred thousand peorle would orowd to acclaim him,
He soon took to raving sgalnst the Communists, and
viclently seserted that every Comminiet wae & eriminal,
He siouted in this sirain as if we were & public mecting,
The Hitler period is familiar %o all, beosuse the
WWMM#WW#WWW%&MWW
time, O keep the peace wus sbill wore a failing hope
than before, but the gwue was not wholly lost, ut least
in the eyes of our Ministors who did not propare for wer.
aAotual conflict might be uveided by good mmﬁm on the
pers 1 oide, 0.g¢ with the Gormen mm%ﬁim in
London, 1y friends aud I thoughit 1% worth while to make

gpeschies in thie direction in the Lovds, and lothian was



F Was & rationel man, and when he died

| » sugpested that his amiable eountrymen in
the Nasi Party had potsoned him, Direksen had & geod
name as a professional diplomat, and when I lunohed with
him at the Imbasey he exrresssd distress at the perssoution
Of the Jews whieh I think wes gemiine, Ribbentrop was
wore immm% Shan any of them, but be wes eertainly a
difrieult and woodon minded man. Some people handled
blu sensiblys Spiney clive, who wus Chamberlatn of the
Dipiomatio Gorps, had him o stay and shoot, Others
showed their dislike, and the Press mede ‘every posaible
Geoasion for offences Our own Yoreign Seoretary foiled’
%o correct this, sere is an illustration. vhe German
lmbasey cecupies two of a line of houses whieh have
oouson rights %o the terrase overlooking St. Jamests
Pazks Ribbentrop wanted to make the terrace opposite
Bis houses more private, and, as they are the end houses,
Pils wus sasy and perfeotly proper. Instead of Putting
this through as we would heve dome for the Russians or
the French, Ribbentrop was $old that he muss arrange 1t
with the neighbouring householders if he could., It ig
qQuite possible that tuis might turn the seale in the ming




of a rather stupid men, and lead him to decide that
. pothing oould be done with these infernal, insular-
pinded Pritich. '

pevhare 1% was too late when Chamberlein mm
appeacenent, and sent seville denderson to Berlin, btut
1 had known Henderson srd stoyed with
nim when he was inister at Belgrade, and sew hin move
than onge a% Berlin up to 1988, vhen he first tock wp

‘$hat on no aceund shoald we make eny attempt ot friendli
whatevers As the ohief costect of & foreign diplouat is
with the Head of the Foreign aﬂ&u, one oon sge whal |
DRGNS GONBSLION0es m;;,m result from this apparently
gaall personal fastor. ’
in these years our want of logio mw that of
the Froneh. we sublisely offered guarantees %o voland
and Hommania, and comitted curselves to war os if we
nad boundlese powor in Bastern Burope, when in fuct we
were helpless. If 1% is true that we did this as the
rémlt of ¥reneh ims;aﬁmm, that iz no exouse., If 1%
1o true that in 1940 we wore in danger of actuslly
josing our independence, that is the wessure of our
wednecs in defying Cerman cotion in the Nast without due
preperution. Paldwin and Chamberlain must be held




responsibie, becsuse tiey knew the facts and concealed
Sher: from the eountry. They were eitbor blind or
reckless, or they were like members of the Group
vovement who Lave been given guidanee superi
reason, The latter sesms o me to be the least
indefensible wm exouses, ‘How wen with very good
braine can act as if they were,at the best, misguided
mystice is a thing whiech i oan never understand.

in subsequent yoors i went seversl times to berlia,
ne, and the Pismareks

in romerania. In '38 I went %o ses Henderson, and om
arriving in the evening found an invitation 6o dimo at
the Fmbassy. I was tired enough with zm Journey and
mm gladly have got off; but of wm answored m‘t
I would go, Having got theve, and Loving to got oway
mmwmmxmumamw with the !
ndonderyys WM; m they were about an hour late, ‘
iowever I forgave m.h in the end, becsuse we had &
long and useful talk after dinners ‘he golonial 'qmmﬁim |
was then to the front, and it was rothey an evisode that
the Aga Khan was seeing inisters on the seme lines as
. myeelf. This famous winner of ¥he verby invited me %o
meet him at the Adlom, mmwﬂuammm
P ally for me to work with, In these years 1% seemed %o
B ' mmmwwwmymmmgmww
attempt & modus vivendi. ~Une oould am be mmm
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8% fitler leavizg the League of Nations whea Sir John
Simon, he Foreign Secrstary, deslaved that the Allles
were uot bound In She ssnse that everyone had underatood.
We hud many debates in she Lovds, and I remiaded noble
Lovds of the German point of vm,m
the contrel by megre. troope '
by lord Lethian alluding to"the adnirable speech of my
noble friend, Lord Ewa@** He was very active and went
to see Hitler, eseorted and interpreted by ay sscretary,
Conwall mt :

‘
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