e

;

; ' : 33, Pont STREET,
u S.W.
B Bth Mareh 1906

Dear Mr., Buxbon,

| Meny thanks for your letter (undated) received @
, on Wednesday morning, enclosing a draft of a memorial ‘
,; which it is proposed, om behalf of the Members of

| Parlisment interestad in the Macedonian question, to

- address to Sir Edward Grey.

As you know, I am deeply interested in the Mace-

) m‘aa well as in thg\mm lluesmqn, ‘and I @ e |

prepared to do mLuth ¢ toward-~ obtaining beiter govefﬁ*-
K O
ment in the Macedonian provinees, At the name time I

‘nhould not ecare to 1dertlfj wyﬁﬂlf with any line of 2 ]

\-..,..‘ e |

~~~~~~~~ it

-policy vhlcn my llfclorg experience of the Turkish Govern
ment woulm not justify me in adopting &s suitable to

attain the ends which bgth vou znd I have in view.
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I am far from wis hlng t@ COrvcy tnai 1 disagree
I e

Bl with the policy =advocated by *hb Balkan Qommittee, It

would be impertinent for me to go'into that, T am sure

we should find ground for complete agreement as to the
;‘,‘

1 general lines of a settlement in reipsct to the Mecedo=-

pian provinces § and it seemc to me, if I mey be allowed LN




(2.)

to say so without presumption, that the Balkan Committee

have dore excellent work in focussing British opinion.

At the same timevI‘!eéi sure you will sgree with me that,
as praeti@ai ’nliticiams, tham we hawve got to do is to

R

get our policy carried out. I see no prospect whateiﬁr of

A

thet desirable result, so long as the yoifaywor aur aouatry
towards Turkey follows the existing lines, '.mererore, I ask

~ myself whether we mey not be doing more harm than good by

urging our Government to comtinue the policy of futile
pinpricks in relation to sueh guestions as Armenia and 4

Macedonia which we have yractiéed during‘recent-years. %

In the case of Armenia that policy resulted in an abomin~
e P PO o o

able butechery 3 and, thereforé, even on humsnitarian grounds,
I confess I shrink from pressing our Government to continue

i
All over the East, I need secarcely remind you, there

exists a strong feeling that hngland ought to refume the

WN““"""

_leyerage over the Govermment of Con- tantinople which she

Tl

has almost entirely lost. To you remember that rémarkable

passage in the Politieal Testament of Fuad Pasha in which

~he counselled his sovereign in the following words ? -

"Whatever may come to vass, the English people, the most

"reliable amd most wonderful in the world, will be the first




vand last of our allies. T would rather be the loser of
“eayeral provinees than see the Sublime Porte abandoned by
_*Eﬂgiaﬂdq " Those éﬁat&u@ntﬁ find an e@ho among a;l the
pest Turkish offieials, I am guite sure that we could easily
recover the positior in Constentinople which we have lost in
recent ye s, provided always that we are prepared to beame
ser%:g mﬁ not mely to play with ‘the @estim. and go

ey AR AR

home to our comfortable dinners after an m'bemw at the
Foreign Office, fosling "oh 1 what a good boy am I 1 "

[ Then we come to the Balisbury sttitude, thet we should
be putting our money on the wrong horse., My answer to that is
that the winning of a race devends quite as much upon the
jockey as upon the horqe. Rather a poor horse, I admit 3 but

t?ingiﬂﬂﬂﬂwjgggey is riding him not only with great advantage

to himself, put in some respects with benefit to the Jaedse « j

A51a Minor i° belng brought within the eivilising infiliuence

of a great raiIWay. Let me here meke an important dlutinctlon.

MWMW@W o
giviug/bhe Sultan ,/M*333Midmmm&“3vmﬁﬁgl§Gt his treaty obligations

,_..,.-v—'

to Burope in respect of ‘the government of his people in
raturﬂ For eommﬁrsial concessions, No. Publie opinion in
Englaud would, rightly, never: qanetion such a course. But

we are not called upon to pursue such a policy. It is'open

S .
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't,é us to follow an exactly opposite policy as regards the
obligations of ﬁhe-ﬁ@itaﬁ to Burope. And, in ﬁ@iﬁg S0, we
should gein eonsiderable support in Turkey i‘t.:seu’., even, |
I venture to say, within Court cireles,

But the aaé eondition of suecess is that we should
' seriously apply WSQI‘V:’BB to the 'stwﬁy:cr the question,

hmr best to resume our mwmnay at @onstantinople, Tt

| | can still be dm, though the smﬂs are rapidly running out

 in the glass, And,once we have recovered our former station,
it would remein for us to mu the errors into which we
oreviously fell in endeavouring to seecure reform in Turkey. .
T know that the Balksn Committee will agree with me in |
regarding our previous attempts at reform ag having beén {
tainted with the seeds of almost certain failure., We tried . |
to tinker at Turklsh institutions over the length and ‘ i

" breadth of the Emgire. The Balksn Committee have wisely : |

recogniged thst our efforts should be concentrated, at all

events in the Ffirst instance,'upea particular areas gfesen~
‘—_____’—__‘______———.—'\

'ting‘sgecial dangers ﬁq the peace of the wérld apd also

presenting Bpeeia&‘probieMS. Such areas are Macedonia. and

Armenia., I hawve little doubt but that the Sulten @ouid be
brought to gramt us our reforms § but, whatever methods we

might adopt, he would certainly require our assistance in
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safeguarding at the same time the continued existence of
his omn Government,[If he cannot hope to obtain any such
assistance from ué, he will mtufailly resist our demands
to the wery last., We can well say to him 3 "No reforms,
no a,ssiétanee"; but we cannot say to hini t "Reforms and
no assistance”, Of course you can fall back upon the Concert
| Of Buropej but theré are two important players who will
certasinly not pipe with you, Germany and Russia.}}

 The guestion therefore in a nm;shell is, it appears
to me, this. Are we, or e:ggwge not mama&»ww

,,-“‘-"'“Mér '

the “Govemenmwm gy o o ﬂét ,.'" our pez:iti ons are

A A AN L

Government to andeavour to resume the

more or less invested with an academic character, They may
even do harm to th‘e ‘peoples whose sufferings we desire to
bring to a havoy end. l

!le_ase pardan the length of this letter. I shall be
- very much pleased to talk over the matter with you, or with
any other Members of the Balkan Committee in case you should
think it desirable, ' g |

Yours sincerely,

ﬁf%

Noel Buxton Esq.
The Balkan Committee.
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