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Messrs. Noel Buxton Esq.,
R A Yarburgh, M.P.,
W.A.Moore, Esq.,
i1C Adelyhi Terrace, {
Strand, V.C. | !
Dear Sirs,
I am in receipt of your circular in relation th the Balkan
Provinces and the action of the Balkan Committee for which I thank mu.‘

RN C%range as it may seem to you I find that I m.ve qus.ta

t0 do with referenee te the qppqlling peterty of large mca“ at

,-‘M‘,-..gm wumz:yma _here st home. ; diréctiy due o the crtmny and tne indifpe

erence of the Tory and &ibar&l factions who agree to Pay no mtemien

whatever to the inevifabpile result of the sceial and economic domination
by which their leaders and follewers in the House of Commons alike
profis. I also conslider that British rule in mﬁm is 1n mny respewa

| more infamous and more ingurioua,for an almost mfinitely greater nun-
ber of the human race sbhan is Turkish rule in the Balkans about which
You and your Committee are 80 greatly exareised.ﬁ\! do not observe,
however, that any member of your Gamiuee hzu, at any time of his
1&2’9, devatad ém;;éigwmblc &uount of his time to helping the
18 500 QOO Brituh people whom Sir Henry Campbell Bannerman, Leader of
the mbenl Party 4n the House of Commons, avers are constantly on the

brink of &tarvation; nor do I note that any of them has ever vigq#raua~

iy endeavoured ‘



endeavoured to put an end to the bleeding to death of our gr;nttnt
dependency/and to the delibarate mnnutuaturtug of famine on an ever._

| ———— - g A

increasing scale for the greater ptri at the §§m.609 000 under direect

British rule in Hindustan. ]

I do not deny, of course, that wrongs are being committed in
the Balkan States, nor that the Government of the United Kingdom has
taken upon itself certain responsibilities in connection with those
wrongs. But I should hsva a great de&l mara ecnfidsnee 1n the eanéaar
and henesty of ycur appe&l it I ebserved th&t ==y members of your

8 Lever to remove from the Goverument
of our own country tha much more direct and serious responsibility for
the infamies to whieh I call your attention abeve.
I propose to publish this Jetter.
; Yours faithfully




1st July 1918.
Dear

As we view with grave eoneern the present state of the
publie affairs of this eountry and of the Liberal party - whieh is
the most proper instrument to eonduet thosa sffairs - we would ask
you to give kindly attention to the considerations which have
oeeurred to us.

Tn the aetual eonduet of the war, on the justies of whieh
all are agreed, thers ean be little quastion of politieal prineiple.
This is rather a matter of administrativa‘capacity - a quality in
whih the present Govarnment has shown itself singularly defieient,

The true eorreetive - under the British Constitution - for
a flovernmant defieient in administrative eapaeity is an Opposition
ready to expose the failures of the Gove rnment, and at once abls and
willing to undertake the eonduet of publie affairs in a mannsr more
benefieial to the pﬁblic interest.

It does not appear to us that the Liberal party is doing

£g fnll duty in this respset - and we believe it to be o the first
importanee towards seeuring the suecessful event of the war bhat s
regards the administrative conduet of the war it should resune through

itg aeeredited leaders the path of an aetive, vigilant and patriotie

opposition.l

But when we'turn to the eonsideration of peaee is thereno#

1

a real differenae of prineipls betwesn ourselves and the presant

ftovernment. So far as regards the evacuation of Alljed territory -
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Belgium - Serhia - Fran@e &®. occupied by the enemy - there is no

differenee in any seetion of our eomnunity :- there are other
ronditions however indieated by sueh expressions as "erushing
Prussian Militarism" and "the restoration of the publie law of
Europe" as to whieh there is less agreement - meny indsed appearing
to think that the former expression is the equivalent of ”crushing
Prussia by Military means" .

We suppose that all Liberals will be agreed in repudiat%g
any elaims by our Allies if sueh there be to annex enemy territory
contrary to tﬁawdshes of the inhabitants, or any projeets for
ecarrying on an economie boyeott of our laté enemies after peacse
has bean arranged but has not the time eome when the Liberal party
should deelars what is the eharaeter of that restoration of the
publie law of Europs (and indeed of the world) to whieh our
senemies must consent as a preliminary to their re-admission as
full members of the family of nations.

Closely eonnected with the efonduet of the war and the
conditions of peaete are two domestie questions on whieh the
Liberal party in the past has held views widely divergent from
those of the party whieh provides thé most powerful element in
the present Government :- these are Ireland and Free Trade.

How do our leaders stand on thess questions. They indeed
condemned eonseription in Ireland by voies but there was no
offieial party vote and thougsh the fovernment by their eonseription
poliey have made a ©clossal and ludierous failure in Ireland there'

is still no formal eondemnation of their mismanagement.
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-By partieipating in the resolution of the Paris Eeconomnie
Conferenee our lsaders have east doubts on their own steadfastnaés
&8s regards Free Trade :- . it is obvious to all that the present
Governmant is a protectionist government whieh by administrative
aetion even more than by lesgislation is steadily undermining our
Fres Trade system;

Yet there is no offieial opposition to these measurss,

Nor is it satisfaetory to see the Liberal party acgquiese-
ing in the eneroachments on liberty of speseh — writing and eonduct
made undsr the powers of the Defenees of the Realm Aet.

And while the offieial Liberal party aecepts elmost in
silenee 2 eonduet of publie affairs whieh ean satisfy no eonvinced
Liberal what are ths other parties doing?

The Tory party - observing a truee in form - by aontrollié
almost the whole press and using'hnge sums of publie money under i
the guise of explaining War Aims are e¢arrying on a persisteant
?ropaganda in every part of the Country.

The Labour party by Conferenee and meetings are doing
the same work and have now openly avowed their intention to
disregard the trues and contest bye-eleetions.

What ehanes has the Liberal party or its prineiples to
find aeeeptance amongst the eleetorate when these prineciples and
their applicetion arse never explained and the leaders leave it
doﬁbtfnl how far they themselves adhers to them,

A change.must come - and eome soon - or the politieal

party adorned in the past by many of our greatest statesmen -






	rbsc_msg951_noel-buxton_c2_folder20_hyndman-001
	rbsc_msg951_noel-buxton_c2_folder20_hyndman-002
	rbsc_msg951_noel-buxton_c2_folder20_hyndman-003
	rbsc_msg951_noel-buxton_c2_folder20_hyndman-004
	rbsc_msg951_noel-buxton_c2_folder20_hyndman-005
	rbsc_msg951_noel-buxton_c2_folder20_hyndman-006

