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Item 33, Aubrey Herbert self- styled Turcophil,
Item 46, Sims of Gks especktaiily in 2nd war,
Item 37, the stolid calm of Sofis a2t time of
viackories of first war " contrasted
curiovsky c. the high8flown exuberance of Belgfade , the
gushing hysteracs of Bukarest & the Pindaric magniloquence
of Athens " , ¢f
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BALKAN WAR RELIEF FUND.

Gommittee,
NOEL BUXTON, M.P. (Chairman).
LORD HENRY BENTINCK, M.P. -
4 HON. J. LYTTELTON, M.P,
SIR VINCENT CAILLARD. cAf\vog] MAs'rglﬁM?gz, M
LADY FREDERICK CAVENDISH. EIRD‘?L“I;SEIB MOND, Barr.,, M.P.
IR WATSON A A : .
gER‘rRﬁ{S CHRCIES{%?;IE S.0- MOON, M.D.
5 PHILIP MORRELL, M.P, (Vice-Chairman).
A. G.-GARDINER (Hon. Treas.). A. H, TUBBY, F.R.C.S.
HON. AUBREY HERBERT, M.P. J. H. WHITEHOUSE, M.P. (Hon. Sec.)
Secretary.

J. MALCOLM MITCHELL, 41, Tothill Street, Westminster, S.W.
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}Ab's.olutely the Best Medium

FOR

“« WANT "

Advertisements of all Kinds

IS THE

“Daily Chronicle.”

It is always foremost in giving
to the World its News.

“ial figures.  The ma,f'ority remains at | amoy
and is given correctly in the printed Re
ers; but by the accidental omission of Rutt
John Lonsdale, only 256 names are

tted, instead of 257. sults
2ere is also an omission of 3 name from | appo
Home Rule list in th» earlier division on sary
Balfour’s motion of rejection, but this cour
n does not alter the total figures, which hat
vorrectly given as 368 to 258—majority e
n 110—although only 367 names appear | P10

1¢ former list and 257 in the latter. a,s;lii
‘RIES NO :FRIENDS\ OF E;%G
. 'FARMERS. e

i OF DURHAM FEARS TLAND | vis A
REFORM AND TARIFFS. sio
: o a

Lying farmers to ¢ put not their trust | 'er
iicians,” the Earl of Durham, who is gufl;:
@l peer and thé owner of 30,000 acres ol
8 attacked in turn yesterday Mr. | be a
‘orge’s proposed land reforms (ndt | spect
“pied) and the new Tory plan of select
qm-tm for rich manufacturers, to the
the long-deluded farmer.
Was proposing the toast of the
qou Yotection  Association abt the
\ong | in Darlington. He said there
gb;ydlgrds, less_good, and bad.
sation made b,ac?

Yol x landlozrds, and
nou%“g landowners and tenant farmers
5 to/combine in_protecting thomselves
wat farassing and vexatious legislation.
telfyou candidly (he went on) I .cannot

p falth in either party. (Cheers.)
o Jo strong party man I think I
idfel quite uneasy, for I should never
v |m one week to another when that
gt party was going to change what
d to call its convietions. (Laugh-
r politicians—I -wish I could say
smen, but we have 8o few of them—

1ys changing their minds and alter-
r policies, and I recommend that we
consider. our: own, interests and in-
sliticians that we also may change i
2s. . Sometimes you will have to vote
it, and sometimes Radical; but I can \
you, from personal experience, that
a very easy thing to do. (Laughter
leers.) A ;

| Grey told them at Newcastle that

y companies, like Governments, were

ble. to pressure. I am not going to
iything about railway companies, ex-

hai, although I am a Free Trader, I
gret that foreign preduce has more
rable rates than home produce. With
d to Governments, Loid Grey was
‘right. f
A'TAcK ON MR 1INVN AfAma-
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o \N IDEAL WAR” |

LECTURE BY MR. N. BUXTON,

Mr. NosL BUXTON yesterday related to a meeting of
men'in Whitefisid’s ‘Labernacle some of bis experiences
in the Balkan War. Mr. Noel Baxton, who is obairman
of ‘the Balkan Committee, described the Balkan
War as sn 1deal ome. He gaid if eny war could
be devised which could justify the arguments used
for war the lste struggle in the Near Kast .wquld
be that war.—(Cheers.) Two ‘millions of the feliow-
countrymen of the nutions who waged the war lived in
an uurelieved abominable tyrauny. If Englishmen saw
their wives and families living under such condibions
they would be right in joining in any attempt to throw off
the tyrauny by foree.—(Chears.) There had been coun-
tinued attempts to throw off the Turkish yoke, thomgi
they had previously failed dismally. The war provided
4 cuss in which they not ounly hada just cmuse, but had
the fineat probability that could ever present itself of
gucceeding, and they had succeeded.—(Cheers.) :

Tlnatrating the Bulgariaus’ contempt of death, he said
that & band of 10 insurgents were surrounded in & farm-
house by the Tarks, and stubberaly defended themselves
aatil their sapply of oartridges wae nearly exhausted.
Then, as Lhe result of @ consultation, tke o)niof of the
band shot each man in turo and killed himself with
the last cartridge. It was the charaeter and stubborn=
ness, of which such incidents gave evidence, that had
now brought them their reward. Whan atlast they
came to war they entered the struggle in an idesl state of
wind for war—-a parfectly deliberate intention of effest-
| ing liberation at any cOSL. I'hey were in no light-hearted
mood. Ihere was no noise aud shouting in the streets—
merely & flower stuck in the muzzles of their riflas.

Practiczlly every mau in the country was still in the
fie war, and the women, girle, and little boys were

work, and earrying the

stuff to and from
& the freat

ics’ of the . .i.‘an’;m’v!f. ; 4
nd himself were attached, when the Bulg ﬁﬁl
ero s frontier into Turkey, wnd when they tosk
E‘on::siop'bf Kirk Kilisse, which was captured from. the
g nr .y .v % v ¢ ¥ by ke . : 4
Ry Barrres RARE INCIDERTS. Y
\‘;‘ That was the cenmtral act, the dramatio act, in the
confirmation of the freedom which they had granted te
| that miserable land,”” Mr. Buxton declared. ** That was
' something to enjoy, and if you wanted to feel the thrill
of war and-counsider what = splendid thing it was—all
the sacrifices being made, the mighty movement going
on, the out-door life of simple existence—ayou con\d not!
find & more perfest ehance of admiring Wgr thhn-we-had
thera.”’

The war Mr. Baxton deseribed as an immense moves,
ment, requiring extraordinary skill to organise, with an
oecasionsl battle. The real business of the war was fore=
thought and organisation. 1t was a matter of organising
railways, ef bringing immense convoys of farm earts,
somstimes milea long, for the main ditficulty of war was
to feed the men. Tune battles were the rare incidents of
the immemse hational effort, butit was only of the
bastles that people in distant countries read. In this
country they heard pleaty of whet heppened, and he was
bound to say they rend & good deal that did nothappen.
—(Langhter.) Buthe thought ths papers did justice to

~what there was to say about the actual battles and the
extraordinary e¢ourage and ardour of smcrifice that chas
racterised the Bulgarian private soldier. ]

The Turks lost because they had not the same eharags
ter and thought devoted to the preparation for battle.
As a resnlt of the war the blight that lay on the Balkan
Jands was blown away, and in foture it would be & place
where a family eould live at peace. .The Balksan mother
would sing to her enild without fear, und girls would be
abla to play without anxiety as they had never done be-
fore. ‘* isus all this might have been attained,”’ heo said,
‘¢ witheut war. All this sacrifice was perfectly avoidable
if the civilieed world bad been really eivilised.—
(Cheers.) The great Powers of Europe can do what
they like, They ean impose terms with the poliseman’s
truncheon, and I hepe the time is not far distant when
they will do so.”’—(Cheers.)

Perhaps the mildest evil of war was the losa of life,
enormous as it was, ina war like that. In graphie terms
Mr. Buxton deseribed the n the trenches at Kirk
Kilisso after the Turks had fled. He had seen small
children shot with the bullet of the reguler soldier of the
Turkish army. In the villages which had been burat
maay people had besn ehot by the 'L'urkish regulars and
irregulars, and perhaps about 50,000 women and chiidren
were left without the mesns of subsistence. His brother
bad just returned after endeavouring to relieve them aa
far as means would allow. i

All the factories iu Bulgaria, Servia, and Greece were
closed, aud in Philippopolis a mother had hanged herself
in order to secure sympathy and aid for her children. As
an evidence of the demoralising indifference which was
ons of the results of war, Mr. Buxton stated that a cone
voy of Bulgarian hospital worzers puesed through a Greek
village where many of the women and children had been
horzibly wounded without the thought occurring to them
that they might stop and attend to the sufferers, -

+* Phe resl preduet of war—which in this case might
Lisve been avoided by the action of the civilised world,”
conciuded My, Buxton—*"is the crigplidi th& w;%wl tha
dsstitute, and the haugry child, an RO of
righteousness and sympathy WWW
wibhshe misery-mud-erusity.ofwar.” : :




EstaB. 1794.

127, FLEET STREET, LONDON, E.C.
SCALE OF CHARGES

-ADVEI%ﬁSEMENTS

Book and ’ll‘rad Para.gmphs, 4 lines, 6/ i afterwaxds, 1/6
per line. :

Births, Deaths, a.nd Marriages, 4g. ea.ch (a.uthenme&ted) .

Lost and Found, Agony Col., Clubs, Dinners, Balls, &c A
5 lines, 4/ 5t afterwa.rds, 9d: perline. & = = .

Servants Wanted, 5 lmes 3/-, and 6d. per line a.fterwa.rds,' s
or if headed ¢ S’ﬁa.ff thhed,” “Wanted Staff,” or
the like, 5/ t0 10/- (5 lines) ; 6d. a line after.

Situations required (commencing ‘WANTED BY &c )

and 6d. per line afterwards.

ssified (cornmencing with word « Al”) o

nd 6d. per line afterwards. :

nts, 4 | es; 1/ ,‘ a.nd 6(1 per lme;, '
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» REPONT from x:ss' MACQUEEN, Homastir, dated Jan létn. 1ol

W

staflatian, anﬁ in urgent neced. er fusi and elothing. Relier

_Authorities are collecting a ammmm

e

Systafatlc eestructien of the kmalam tixlagaa nns ‘baan ca”rxaa

out 1n tns Zazas of Momasiir, Farlise; Kaler, Rlerina, Kir
Wmmmmm Hasilitcn
Greovena, - ana conziderable aaatruetion 1nAtnﬁ,n;9ga_gxatr1ct.

!ns'cnriatiana.nave surterea,goyaraly'ln the Sworovitz and

Kolonia aistricts.
In most cases thel&alem v111¢ges have bnan enttrely aestrqyeé and

W ey - i P R R ..

the madority or tne surv1v1ng 1nnmb1£anta nave congregated 1n

donastir where there st be at least 6,000 persons in danger of

Will prohably be required for at least thraze mnnthﬁ.

- giving any hedp. m miexm

The GOVOTNEgLL

AT s

bread to a certain musber of refugees for tem daysl. Brecd, and
in some cuses, peans, and vegetables, are being distributed from
four centres - British, Americen, Prench, Austrian, but from
3,000 to 4, 000 people are sald still to be in need of food.

I @ working in confunction with the Br1z13h~ponsu1 and am arrangng
to d;strihute bread te 3,00@ paople at a cost of about £10. a day.
. noiaaa are very evercrowaaa, in oune case, one Toow I

71siteu was said to be 11vea in by 33 people. There were 20
prasant when I went thara.f_hbabrar as possible I am trying to
vxsit all tne»rafugeaa in their own XKXNs houses, but it is
airrifult to rind ﬁhnm. Thera doéa not scem to be an epidemic

or any considerable amauppvet §1cknaas at present, but there are

some bud cases which certainly require attention. Yesterday I






Saw a man and woman very 111, lying in a dark room apparently with

sl bR

no one to care for then. The man looked as if he were dying of
enteric fever. Judging from the filthy and insanitary condition
of the town an outbreak of fever may be expected. We have &
scheme for c¢lsansing the place which, if the authorities will
partially adopt it, may, happily, combined with the fine mountain
air, ward off an epidemic of enteric fever. :

The only really satisfactory form which relief work in
the villages could assume would be in the way of furnishing oxen
and seed, ceorn and agricultural instruments or the monay o buy
them. Such‘waix would need immense funds, far greater ihan in
1903, and would perhaps be questionable economy as it 1is pretty
generally felt that the majority of the Hoslem refugees will

emigrate. At present, it weu%g;?n many caasa,“ba_unaaggmgg£h§hgm

1o return to their villages - Those villages in the neighbourhood

of Honastir which I have already visited have no Turkish houses
lefE, they are all eemplstelé purnt or destroyed. We hope to
zet the authoritizs here to gilve permission for the refugees to gzo
out under guard to fetch some of ths wood which re&a;ns, for fuel
The Amsfican missionary at Sorcha (Koritza) writes that
the suffering is great in that aistrict and asks that I should go
and organise reliel work there. He says that some forty to sixty
viilages ﬁ&va been destroyed between Gerana/anﬂ‘ﬁlarina. I should
like &8s soon as posaible to maka’a,tour includ ing Resua, Ocrida,
Gorcha, Kolenia, Knntaria, and Sworovitz, etc., and would be very

glad to knmow if funds will allew of distripution cantres bveing
established at thres .r four places as may be required.






House of (ommons,

July 29th, 1913,

THE INVASIOH OF THRACE.

The violation of the Turkish Prontier, in spite
of warnings by the Prime Minister, Sir Edward Greys
and all the Powers, involves a tagk for Sir Edward Grey
in which expressions of opinion by Members of the
House of Tommons will be of value in strengthening his
hands.

We hope you will kindly indicate your willingness
to sign the enclosed at ths sarliiest possible noment.

Yours Paithfully,
NOEL BUXTON. .
ARTHUE PONSONBY.
CECIL BECK.
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ARMENIAN  REFORMS.

An international Conference was held at Paris on

November 50th. 1913, at the offices of the Comitd de 1'4sie

Francaise, to discuss the presént aspect of the Question of

Armenian Reforms. The President of the Armenian Section of

the Cormittes, Genersl de Lacroix, presided, and was supported

by M.Emile Senart, president of the Committee itself. England

was rgpresented by Mr. ANEURIN WILLIAMS, J.P., Mr. I.P.0'CONNOR,M.P.,
- Mr., A.F.WHYTE, M.P., and the Rev. HAROLD BUXTON; Germany by

Dr. LEPSIUS and Dr. ROHRBACH; Italy by Duc d'Andria Carafa, Member
of the Senate; Russia by M. MILIOUKOFF, lesder of the constitutional
democratic party in the Duma, and M.JEAN PAVLOVSKY; Switzerland

by M.LEOPOLD FABRE and M. CLAPAREDE; Austria by Dr.ANTON HERMANT
_ama.M»JQBAE“ERUKKUL After addresses by the President, by H.E.

'uffsb%hos ‘Nubar Pasha, h;ﬁi“iouxbff Wr. Harold Buxton and VroAneurin f@;

T A

Williams, and short speeches by other delegates the following

resolution was unanimously passed:-

"The Delegates of Austria-Hungary, France, Germany,

Great Britain and Ireland, Italy, Russia end Sweden =

Considering that the requests for financial help addressed
by Turkey to the Powers provide the latter with the simplest and
least dangerous means, in fact with an opportunity which may '
never 0cour again, to obtain at last from the Ottoman Goverzment
the realisation of Armenian reforms;

Considering that these reforms are of pressing interest to
the Powers and to Turkey itself;

That by these reforms al.ne the disorders threatening Armenia

can be avoided, which would he certain to eall forth interventionse

by which the integrity of the Ottoman Empire, its very existence

and even international peace itself would he seriously endangered;
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That they in no way threaten the Ottoman Sovereignty, as
the Armenians do not zng cennot entertain any wish for separ-
ation, showing themselves loyal subjects of +the Empire, the
more so as they would enjoy security gnd regularity of adminis.-
tration hitherto unknown, which benefits they would share with
the other populations with which they are mixed in the vilayets
of Armenis.

Considering thaﬁ the interssts of %he holders of present
and fubure Ottoman securities are identical in nature with
those of Turkey and of the Powers ;

That in consequence of the Balkan war, Turkey will bhe
obliged to increase the hurden of g budget alresdy suffering
from a chronic deficit, whose stebility conld not be ensured
by ¢ simple ameliorstion of the taxation of sxisting resources,
but could only be establiéhed on & permaunent basis by the
creatior of fresk resources resulting from economic progress
being impossible without administrative reforms§

That, consequently, any Turkish Tosn previous to the
adoption of & project of reforms, would be granted in defiance
of the interest of the holders of Ottoman securities and would
threaten their security.

Considering that no scheme of Ottoman reforms could be
taken seriously which does not aim at establishing in the most
definite shape European administrative control;

That the failure of sll attempts previously made by
Turkey when left to her own resources has proved that this
control can only be usefully exercised by Eurcpean officials,
whose powers and contracts would be guaranteed by the Powsers:

That, failing s control thus ensured, any project of

s than benseficisl, as is shown

reforms would be more dsngeron
= = % s -, e
by the example of Macedonis, snd could therefors not be taken
. s e r. ~
into consideration by diplomats anxious to arrive at schual

results and fo aveid discrediting themselves by idle words;
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Considering that the scheme of administrative reforms
for the six vilayets of Armenla recently sdopted by the
Embassies at Constantinople, in conformity with the rights
and duties conferred on the Powers by Art. 61 of the Treaty

of Berlin, corres pondQ to the 1ntereqts and requirements
S :

above mentioned by clearly establishing European controel;
They therefore resolve that the Powers ought not to

agree %o any increase of the Ottoman uustom duuies or to the

.

imposition of new taxes on foreigners in “ur&ey or authorise

the issue of any Ottoman EEEQJ in other words, that they

should refuse to satisfy in any way whatever the financial
eds of Turkey, before the Turkish Govermment has formally
agreed to the scheme of reforms presented by the Embassies

AR

at Constantinople, Which stipulates Tor contro, to bs exsr-

cised by the Powsrs and the granflng of executive powers to
the European offieciais to be entrusted with the reorganisation
of the administration of the vilayets of Armenisa;

The Delegates further declares their intention to urge

the gOVernments of their respective countries no*wua ronder . 4

I ~eatil

thpmselw es f@SpOP%lblB =~ hy giving their approval to tbe or

e
s
PR

5 nv other way - for reforms which, lacking the e ntial
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element ¢f Buropean control, conld only le=d to disastrous

consequences,
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MACEDONIAN RELIEF FUND

REPOR'TS FROM "AGIENTS.

The Need for Help in Albania

By M. E. DURHAM.

Into the rights and wrongs of the various Balkan peoples it is now too late to enter.
Race-hatred, religious-hatred and every cruel and primitive passion was let loose and for
nearly a year did its worst. All that the humane can now dois to save some of the
innocent victims.

In North Albania the misery dates from before the war. Two years almost cease-
less revolt against the Young Turks’ attempt at forcible Ottomanization had, before the
outbreak of war, already reduced large districts to the verge of starvation. The war
found these districts burnt, plundered and ravaged and the people exhausted, and, in many
cases, disarmed. Attacked at once by three armies—Greek;-Servian and Montenegrin,—
they were powerless to defend themselves.

The result is that many thousands have perished and that the survivors are left to
face the winter destitute—many of them—of all but the rags they stand up in.

Heaps of blackened ruins are all that remains of once prosperous villages. Fruit
trees, timber trees, and—worst of all—great olive gardens have been felled to provide
fuel for the invading armies. Every beast driven off—every possession looted.

RED WAR,

And have you seen the owners. when the storm has passed, returning to their
devastated homesteads? Circles of black!ash mark the sites of corn and hay-ricks. The
women crouch in a corner of the blackened roofless walls and boil chopped grass and
beech and dandelion leaves to feed the starving children. At night they crawl into
miserable little kenhels made of bent twigs and brushwood that do not keep out the rain.
Among many such scenes I remember vividly a woman, with two children under an
umbrella against the lee-side of a wall, in the snow, all the shelter they had. And others
to whom even flour was useless—they had no pot of any kind in which to cook it, much
less the means of making bread.

There are many hundreds of such, who must die this winter, slowly and miserably
if help be not given. Quite innocent beings who do not even know what all the war
was about.




I shall not easily forget a family, in the early days of the war, which had fled three
months in the dead of the winter, from two armies, escaping first one, then the other. Of
seven children, three had died of exposure. One little girl had got wet through crossing
a river and had frozen in the night. The mother, dazed with misery, did not know how
long she had been fleeing. ‘It seems,” she said simply, ‘‘like all my life.”

Women, haggard and wretched (who were used to live as well-to-do peasants),
hammered incessantly at my gate. “ The soldiers came. We were afraid. I took
the children and ran to the mountains. My husband went to collect the cows.
The soldiers surrounded the village. I saw it blazing. We only just escaped in
time. The people left in it were burnt. My husband was killed. I am out on the
highway with my five orphans. Give them bread, in God’s Name.”

“I cannot. The money is finished. No more is coming from England.” A
terrible scene follows. ‘I believed in God and you. You must give. They will die, I
tell you. They will all die.”” She shows the skinny baby at her breasts which are half-
dried by starvation. She throws herself at my feet—clasps my knees, with a terrible
screech of despair. “If you won’t give bread, take them and throw them in the river.
I cannot see them die.”

And this not in one case—but over and over again. Or an exhausted man, who
until he had had food could not tell a coherent tale. He had tramped four days foodless
in hope of help for his family.

THE FUND waAs EXHAUSTED. I gave all I could from my own pocket.

THE HOPELESSNESS OF DESPAIR.

Then came the crowning horror. Refugees began to pour in from the district,
occupied by Servia and Montenegro. Thousands of them, streaming into free Albania.
Almost all were Albanian. Some few were Bulgars.

In the early gray dawn they trailed in, footsore, exhausted, an army of misery.
Except a bundle of gay-coloured bed-coverlets, most of them had saved nothing. Here
and there a luckier family had a packhorse loaded high with pots, pans, and babies. On
they came—one thousand, two—three. [ watched with dumb dismay. This was at
Elbassan. All turned to me to save them. I gave £13—all I had—and fled. And on
the road and at Tirana I met hundreds more. Men silent with despair. Women carrying
wailing babes and dragging an older child by the hand. “If you cannot help us we will
starve here. = We can never go back.” Their lands indeed have, in many cases, already
been bestowed as rewards upon the officers of the conquering armies.

I fled. Fled from misery I was powerless to relieve. And since I left I have
heard that refugees are now pouring into Scutari as well at the rate of about 100 a day.

Such is the woe of the conquered. Horror and misery unimaginable. Not only
money but volunteer helpers, who can stand roughing it, are needed most urgently.



NOT FOR PUBLICATION.

The Condition of Macedonia.

By H. N. BRAILSKFORD.

The Carnegie Commission, of which I was a member, undertook its journey through
the Balkans to report on the consequences of the War, and we naturally saw much which
has a direct bearing on the work of relief. It is difficult to avoid language which sounds
exaggerated in describing the misery of the country, or to think of its future without
pessimism. On the Moslem population the accumulated hatreds of generations were
everywhere let loose. They have emigrated in thousands, and many more will go. In
Macedonia, however, their worst trials occurred, chiefly at the hands of the Bulgarians,
in the Autumn of 1912, and those who still remain on their lands are not now in dire
need. Of the Albanians I can say nothing at first hand, but it is common knowledge that
in many districts they are in desperate want. A few Greek towns and villages were
burned by the Bulgarians in the second war, notably Serres, Nigrita and Doxato, but these
are the centres of a wealthy district, and for them the Greek Government has organised
relief on an adequate scale. The people who are now in the most urgent need are
Bulgarian victims of the second war.

IN NEED OF EVERYTHING.

The Greek Army advanced from Kukush to Djumaia for a distance which measures
nearly a hundred miles in a straight line, through a district mainly peopled by Bulgarian
peasants. With few exceptions it burned every village in its path, and plundered what it
did not burn. The list which I have is not complete, but it shows that nearly 160 villages
have been burned in this campaign, comprising about 16,000 houses, with a population of
about 90,000. Some of these villages were really small towns, like Kukush itself, which
had nearly 13,000 inhabitants. The population, save in a few exceptional villages, fled in
a body to Bulgaria, abandoning crops, cattle and household gear. I will not speak of the
terrors and sufferings of the flight, nor yet of the excesses in which the Greek Army
indulged where it came in touch with the peasants. For these things no relief is possible.
‘What concerns us is that the people are gradually returning to the ruins of their villages
in need of everything, and dependent on charity for the barest subsistence.

The Bulgarians of the Kingdom have done well both by public grants and private
gifts.  But Bulgaria itself has been brought near to ruin by the two wars, and she has to
provide not only for these Macedonians, but also for the Bulgarians who fled from Thrace.
It is a task beyond her resources. She has also on, her hands thousands of exiles and
fugitives who have fled to escape Greek and Servian coercion. She takes over new
territories which are little better than deserts ravaged in two wars by each race in turn.
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Nor is the problem merely to re-establish peasants driven for a few months from their own
lands and villages.  Part of the territory which they devastated, the Kukush district, has
fallen in the partition to the Greeks. They are, so far, totally ignoring the rights of the
fugitive population, and are assigning their lands to others. We are back in the days of
primitive conquest, and the people of the Kukush region, who are nearly all in Bulgaria,
are now not only homeless but landless. They must somehow be provided for, and that
problem also falls on the Bulgarian Government. It will probably try to do just enough
to prevent these exiles from dying of starvation, but it is not in a position to do more.

.

PERISHING OF WANT.

British charity was checked for a tif;le by the knowledge that all the parties to the
two wars committed excesses. Undoubtedly that is the case, though some of the
accusations made in the press were grossly exaggerated. But to refuse charity on that
ground would be a strange confusion of thought. One gives not to reward merit but to
relieve suffering. War, moreover, to the Balkan peoples has always meant devastation
and indiscriminate slaughter. That tradition is their heritage from the Turks, and at the
worst they are in their morality only a century behind the rest of Europe. These simple
peasants had been wronged by the Turks ; they were not enlightened enough to refrain
from vengeance when the opportunity came. They are now homeless and naked, facing
the future amid the depression of defeat, with no one to help them but a ruined and
beaten nation, decimated by war and disease, taking their widows and orphans with them,
they are now wandering back amid the winter rains to their bare fields and the charred
walls of their homes. Trade is at a standstill, and few of them will earn anything until
next year’s harvest.  British charity could nowhere be better used than in assisting them
with food or clothing, seed-corn or building materials.

Two groups of villages are in especial want, the Bulgarian peasants of the Tikvesh
and Kotchana regions devastated by the Servians in the second war, and assigned to them
in the partition. Several villages have been burned in each of these districts, and as they
lie outside Bulgarian territory, IT IS UNLIKELY THAT ANY HELP WILL REACH THEM, UNLESS
OUR FUND PROVIDES IT. What the war left to them has since been gleaned by marauding

_bands of Turkish Bashi-Bazouks, who Jy91'e;$0161'ated by the Servians so long as they preyed
only on Bulgarians. Something, one hopes, may ultimately be done by the Concert to
lighten the sufferings of the conquered po;{ulations but in the meanwhile they are only too
likely to perish of want unless unofficial help can reach them promptly.

November, 1913.



The "ROU§E£51 has published two articles on the subject of
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Mr BUXTON's letter to the "TIMESY,the first being practieally a
translatien of, & the seecond an artiele in comment en it. The
latter is to the fellowing effeet: -

Young Turkey,in bringing about its revolution, adopted Truthf
ag 1ts Tirst prineiple and the seeret of the sueccess of the pre- i
| ' sent administration is that it is Built en this feundation,this |
: basis of truth. The "ROUMELIY,as the prineipal organ & exponent
k of Young Turkey's poliey,is anxieus te exgmine Mr BUXTON's let-
_teri in a corresponding spirit,i.e. acecepting & assentinz te all ’
% statements that may be true,even when they tell against ourselvefi

We understand that Mr RBUXTON's letter was proveked by an

artiele written By the "TIMES' " ewn correspondent in eritieism

B

|

of the new administration,Mr BUXTON considering the correspondents

gstrietures on the present situatien unealled for. In this connee- |
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1 deduetion —v—b-fr@mf “your - ee e fs@ﬂaen
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thlcle would be that the time is come for 1ntprvent1@n Permit

me to say that the present state of Turkey dees noet warrant any

., 8uch course."Further on he gsays:"Turkev has made a fair amount

& the reforms intreduced by 1t appear te more rad-

A e ical & more firmly established than anything that eould be ae-

5 eomﬁlished-by agreement amongst the Powers." Mr BUXTON then eites
some of his own experiencés in eonfirmation of his statements \%
about improvements & progress & then turns his attentien te eri- ?
ticism. As we do not elaim that Young Turkey has suddenly attai—‘

ned complete perfeetion in its administration,we find it quite

g
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natural that Mr BUXTON,after thes statements in our faveur,

should make other statements based on his own obsérvati@ns in
regard to what he considers faultyv & defiecient in eur administra-
tion.Ve are the more pleased that he should do 3o 1n that we may f
be able to derive some advantage from tnpse 1mpartial criticisms |
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baged on actual ebservation. Mr BUXTON'S erltlelsms are eouehel.

in diplomatie language & display therefore a eertain obscurity




& elastielty that require a eertain amount of explanation.With a ﬁ

little attention however they are not difficult to understand. §
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They may he summarised as follows: -

(1) Although the Young Turkish Administratien is noet as bad
as it is reported to be,yet the exiiiiggxdeseri@ed by the
"TIMES" correspondent & referred to by lLerds Lansdowne &
Crewe in the Upper Chamber are true;

— NSRS
| (2) The barbarities complained of are due firstly te the in-

ﬁxeﬁficient contrel of the Central Government over the admi-

o~

nistrative maehinery & secondly to the growth of milita-
rism & Tfanatieism in the U.& P. ranks;
s A
i (3) ¥o one who knews TALAAT Bey, (who was then 8till)Minister
6¢f the Interier,would believe him capable of being pleased
at sueh aets of'tyranny,but nevertheless the aets ecomplai-

ned of eontinued to take place even aftggwgé§ Jjeurney thro-

ugh Macedonia;

(4) On the other hand the continuance of separatist propa-
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ganda breeds lawlessness & irregularities.The bands cannot g

accommodate themselves to the idea of a permanent "ottoman” |
state;

(5) The Ottoman Government is ineapable of maintaining pub-
W"'""‘N-.w,..,,w“,‘,m,,..‘, =

lie security & the eruelties eommittedwzhwiféHﬁéﬁgwgéggly

; exeuse the action of the Comitadjis;

% (6) By its treatment of the Chureh Question the Government

has made an oenslaught on the national existence of Both
Mw’w \

M csme
Greeks & Bulgars;while the enly result attained by the

bands has been to infliet injury en their own co-nationals;

(7) In shoert there have been mistakes on both sides.
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I

. Mr BUXTON does not think the present poliey of England as regard

'~ Young Turkey eorreet or reasonable for,being asked if the Tl

have afforded grounds for foreign intervention,he replies in the

' negative. His letter therefore is,on the whole, faveurable te
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the Y.T. administration & we give below some remarks showing

that on some points we are in agreement with Mr BUXTON.
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In order to be in a position te ferm an opinien en the aetion of |

g gl - P I |




tth33395 & the measures adopted against them by the Government
it is necessary te study the ecauses that lead to their fermation
and the sources from whieh they spring. It will be feund that

their origin is due not teo Government mismanagement sut te fer-
e%;gmipsﬁmga$lon & organisation. The establishment ef econstitu-

tienal government in Turkey was a source of great anneyanee and

a severe blow to the aspirations of many states who had hoped te

RE——
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profit from the dismemberment of Turkey as a result of the old
rpflmp and these states still hold on te their eld aspirations.

Their aim-is te ferece Y T.to administer Macedenia with ag mueh

B

iy, PSS

severity as 0ld Turkey did & to - falsely - persuade Rurope that
the Christians are the vietims of Barbarity. The rumours econ-

cerning the eppression of Christians in Macedonia,the repetition

as they were true)

of which &n the House of Lordsfexeited so mueh annoyance amongst
Mw A T Ay

all Ottomans,arese out of the disarmament proceedings,a meamure

el precaution naturally applied te the whole of the country in

erder to prevent a repetition of the regrettable ineidents that

.
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ATl had previously oceurred there. Let Mr BUXTON & other foreigners

(’E ,i | Who are possessed of erroneous ideas.on this subject take into
3 i’“‘;"}‘ ST VALE s SR

R

/ eonsideration the faet that,when it was decided to disarm the

whole of bacedcnla,nroclamatlons Were 1asued frem the oerganising

e s

eentre of the bands in Bulﬂarla te the Bulgars of Maeedonia cal-

ling on them not teo give up thplr a,:r'mo to the Government.Fer

what reason did Egé bando,whieh are simply wunder the control of

; N/ the'gi:}%sfwat SOPIA, issue sueh an erder? Merely that these arms
might again be used against the Turkish Government.If England
had been in Turkey's place what would she have done in the faee
ef such aetien en the part of fereigners? Y.T. d4id nething

1 more than Justiee & Humanity required.It may be that certain

excesses were committedf,but after allf they were excusable.

Even Mr BUXTON admits that the Y.T. administration ean not be

? 2 held responsible for them.It must be remembered theat the bands

[ had ordered the Bulgars of Macedonla not to give up their arms

1 . under penalty od death or worse. When the disarmament proeeceeding
By

were over, the bandu dlrected by Bulgaria decideq that everyone
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who had surrendered a weapon should be mulctpd @f £5 and they

%nmmmwwa B st

have endeavoured te enforece this decision. We understand that

the brigand band of 25 men that recently had an eneounter with

e o

Gendarmes near Kumanove had gone to cellect this flne. How ought

"

Y.T.te have aeted in faee of movements of this kind whieh threa-
ten the whole prosperity of the eountry? What difference is there’
between sueh people & the anarchlstb who were shot at by soldiers
... e ‘
with cannon & finally bumnt te agshes in a house in a Lendon stre -
et? Referring still te the bands,we must remark that
the fact,eited by Mr BUXTON, that they eannet reconcile themselves
to the idea of a permanent Ottoman state 18 due to their being
orzanised & contrelled by another & foreign state. Again,when
ne savs :"The bands have produced no other result than to injyme
their own ee-nationals" we must remember that the latter are
Turkish subjeets & that it 1is Turkey's duty te proteet them frem

the attaeks ef the bands.

CRRsEesboimiee Defore pagsing judesement on these execes-—

ses, whieh by all gsorts of tricks & misrepresentations have been
carried right up te the English House of Lords,one should consi-
der the Tundamental eauses of them,

In ene sentenee of his letter Mr BUXTON says: "While

this regrettable state of affairs eontinues, the danver ef War

O S
R

ig always within the sounds of probability". It is not however
the Young Turks who will be in any way responsikle for this.
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Roumslie, Wednesday 1st March,

' Mr. Buxton’s Thoushts and Reflections on the new Ottoman
§  Government,

- S e et ok

2 Mr. Buxton has writligwiwwggter to the Tanin (whi?h ne réproduce) ex-~
: vplaining that he nevsr aav&;ﬁa&%fsmﬁﬁTﬁ rians to "Oﬂbln? against the Young
Turks in Mac=donisa and that they would have the qunoort of the Balkan Comf
mittee, On the contrary he told the Bulsarian corrsspondent that he did
not aporove of the methods of the Bands and that if the Bhristians in Mace-

donia had recourse to such msthods they would not have the Balkan uommlt—

tee’s support nor f&ndland’s,
Mr. Buxton says he does not approve of the action of the Bands, In
his “Times” letter he sags that the action of the Bands may be held excusa=-

ble in ths lisht of the excesses of the Yowns Turk Administration, It
;| should be clearly undsrstood that these Bands are created for political
§? reasons, that they are controlled from a political centre. If they had

sprung into being on account of cruelty of the New Régime, we a%d every
honourable man would have dons our best to put an snd to that Reégime, ang
if we couldn’t do so we would have retired and left ite But the Bands are
creatsd in countries oovosed to Turkey’s orodress and reduced to despair by
Lk A Band, we will say, of 15 men comes from Buldaria into Turkey and g
conss to 2 Buldarian villade, They order the villaders to do this and that |
against the Government and to pay them so much money, otherwise they threas-
en to cut their hhro;ts, If their orders are not obeyed they kill the of=
fenders, The Government gets word of their presence and send 2 detachment
te make inquiriss of the villagers, so as to be able to pursue the brigands{
Now we ask Mr. Buxton: What shoulad the villader do ? If he gives informa~@
tion to the Government, he is punished by the band or by another one, it E
he doss not, the Government imprisons Winm for barbouring brigands,

Inoriee
k | sonment is not so bad 2s death, so the villadsr generally chooses = {0 1n-
: form the Government, The unfortunate villasers are indeed to be pitied,
; And indesd those who hate the Buldarian ba

ands most are the Bulsarian peas~
{ants, But what are they to do when the Bands command |

In all their actions asainst the brigands the Young Turks’
is to save the unfortunate peasant,
Mr. Buxton says that “the Ottona

first idea

vy

n Government cannot assure tranguillity

But he #ill admit that the administration of 2 country cannot mate rially
change in a day and th in compar

ison with the Hamidian reﬁlme, the pre-~
sent Q?WT?TZ??;tlon is in quite a different cabedory, We have explained
the character, aims and sources

of these bands, and no matter how much the |
Administration improves, 3g _long 28 the centre of operations continues in
(k: the sane Ray, we bFil] never be frae from the hnnds.

suerilla warfare if South Afriecs

(A

kndland carried on a _
for three years ang spent three hundred m11-

ration, Vahle admlnlstra-é
government 2nd vsople must be in closer rela~

crotected from the bridands; we call for

The Government must brepare a Bill;
= :

lion pounds, Heforms are wantesq in the administ
tion must be established,  The

tions so that ths people may be

tiiifwggggxms.

Parliament must discuss ?
the
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the guestion. ' Let it be done soon,. e hope this year. These reforms
3

will diminish, if not terminate, the activities of the Bands, Till they
are passed , the Government must do its best to protect the pecple against |
the Bands. 1f ws were to say that the case of 90% of the complaints mads |
by the pooulation they were put up by the Bands to make them, we should not
be exasdarating. . . . = A . . - Look how Mr. Bux-—
ton’s statements were treated by _the Buléarian»Press.‘ 20,000 cbpies of
.he B’EZF"ZSEiafhlqa his distorted statenants were orinted and dlstrlbuted

to Bulgarians 1n Macedonia and it was said to them: “See who protec ts us

a&E"E?EX“YFSEE'wno protect us say.”
Mr. Buxton’s remarks about the Churches QuostlonwEEEELJSQQ,us.
For if Young Turkey has done anything for the éood of the non-Moslem races
it is in the Churches Question. \r. Buxton knows of course that the dis-
pute between ths Exarch and the Patriarch is really a Do‘1t1ua1 one, The
common people cannot understand the poditical motives of this dispute.
But they have been worked on by interested varties so that these two ele-
ments who have at bottom the same belief in the same creed are now engased
in a strudggle of rslidious fanaticism. No one of course mentions the po=~
litical asvect of the gquestion, but under the dispute about this chuech
belonging to the Buldars and that cemetery to the Greeks one sees the real

aim, viz: this part of Macedonia is to go to the Buldars and that part to
ma;jvks. Turkey could not remain indifferent to this political strug-
913. Morsover the psople who are endased in it sre her children, her sﬁba
jects. For that reason she brought forward the Churches Law and with many
acrificses on her pal ?ﬂt an end i&»%he dispute, The result has been 4
that the majority =~ two~th1rds at least ~ of these churches have gone
to tbose who own them already. Money was given to those remaining w;thouf
a church and naw churcﬁ?built for them, No one remained without ; place
of worshiv. The peovle have found security and tranquillity. Can any~
thdns be objected to in all this ? fie think no criticisms can be directed
adainst us on this score. ' !
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10, Adelphi Terrace,

Strand, w. @.

Dear Sir,
I beg to enclose a brief statement of the Present state
of affairs in the Balkans.
The mandate tc Russia and Austria has proved, as predicted from
the first, a failure, and the state of things is certainly not
less, but more anarchic, than when I was in Macedonia before the

insurrection and the subsequent institution of the so—called "Reforms:.

[ The policy required remains the same — : |
E\. (1) Complete European control; the foreign Gendarmerie offieer§~
@ are without executive power, and to pacify the country

control must also be exercised over the Finance,
Judiciary, Administration, now vitiated by corruption
and partiality in favour of the Turkish ideg of
ascendancy. The number and movements of troops

must also be controlled.

(2) Responsibility of the Governor to &ll the Powers. Wnhy
should the "interested" Powers use the mandate for
their own interest, and the disinteregted Powers,
such as England and France, who alone have done their
best to make use of the gendarmerie's powers of
inspection, be excluded from influence?

(3) The inclusgion of Adrianople province. Adrianople
adjoins the British district, and Lord Lansdowne
suggested last sgession that our officers might be
useful there. They are now less numerous than those
of the other Powers, and should number at least 12.
British money is still being spent in the villages
burnt in 1903, where the Turks are bersecuting the:
returned refugees, in defiance of the agreement with
Bulgaria. A consul should be appointed to Adrianople,
though his presence would be but an inadequate
mitigation of the trouble.
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As to the way in which real reform is to be obtained, the
precedents of the Lebanon in 1850, Thessaly in 1880, and Crete in
1897 point the way. The Sultan yielded in 1880, on the mere
announcement that Mr. Gladstone had propcsed coercion. The
Mahommedan law, which forbids him to yield without coercion,
coﬁmands him also not to resist it. It 1s well known that England
would be warmly supported by Italy in pressing for drastic action.

The subject will be raised in the debate on the Address, and
as there is great hope that action may be taken if adequate signs
of public interest are shown, we venture strongly to urge the
importance of making the debate a good one.

Mr. C.P. Allen is Secretary of the Committee of Members of

Parliament for dealing with the subject.

Yours very truly,
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going' to. W.tE nwen by a system of that kind, and oue
publiz “wers not going to gain much in regard to the
character of the men who would go.into the houses
when they might be turned out of their homes with their
families within 12 months. The noble earl below him
believed that the tied system would be done away with.
He was pretty sure it would not. He thought it was
extremely probable that whoever got the licence and

these not very valuable rights in the future would be

either & brewer or under an arrangement with a brewer
to sell a particular beer. He saw nothing in the Act
to prevent the tied system going on. His opinion upon

the result of the Bill at the end of 21 years was that the '

| more powerful breweries would arrange among them-.

“SYANIA and ywith Tieansaca

{
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