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. marly in his career Dr. Billings became interested in :public 
health, and in hospital organization, and was i11 charge, of the prepara
tion of the vital statistics for both the tenth and. eleventh census of 
the United States .. , Of' the Johns 1topkina Hospital Trust Dr. Billings 
was a:p1oint ed. adviser, drew U] the _plans for the hospital, and. was 
active in getting it organized.. An important interview I had with him 
il lust rates the ma.n and his uethod.s. -r;,arly in ... the spring of 1889 
he came to my rooms, Walnut Street, 1-hiladelp...½.ia. -.Ve had heard a 
great deal about the Johns HoJ:,kins Hospital,. and Knowing that he ivas 
virtually in charge, it at once flashed. across niy mind j;ha_t he had come 
in connexion with it. Without sitting down, he asked me abruptly, 
11 1hll you take charge of the ·,:edical Departi:nent of the Johns Hopkins 
Hospital ? 11 ,iithout a moment's hesitation 1 answered, nyes 11 • 11see 
,folch about th.e details we are to open very soon; I am very busy 
today; good. morning;" and he was off,, having been in ny room not more 
than a couple of minutes. In th.e early days of the hos_pi tal Dr. 
Billings counsel was al ways sought, and the growth of the school was a 
matter cf :pride to him. For years he lectured on the history of medicine. 
In 1891 he accepted the _professorshi_p of hygiene at the Uni varsity of 
J:ennsyl v ania, and. became direct or of its new laboratory of hygiene. In 
1896 he beca.rne director of the 1 • ew York Public ·Library under the Astor, 
Lenox, and Tilden fou:n.dations, and the cro\vning work of his life has 
been to consolidate these collections, a.na.· to see them housed in the 
magnificent building that was opened two years ago. The extent of 
the library may be gathered from the fact that it has more than 2., 000,, 000 
volurues and upwards of fifty branch libraries, with a staff of 1,002 
:persons. 
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