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Letters etc. froE1 flir Edwa.rd Sch~fer, :&~dinburgh, relating to 
Profe-ssorship., Feb. 26, 1900 - !:.1a:r. 2?, 1900. 

From Lord_J!i.:~er .f;; C?<;\M'( ~4v... 12, Park Crescent, 
Port land Place. 

Fe b • 26 , t 00 • 
l:Iy dear Sch~fer , 

Before I received your ~etter I had been applied to by two of 
the candidates for a testimonial: and I replied that, as the subject 
of the Practice of Physic was one with which I could not affect to 
be conversant, I considered it best for n e not to give my testimony 
in favour of c:my one. Under these circumstances I feel rather pre-
cluded from taking acy.active part vlith regard to this E<.ppointment _ 

I aL1 of course aware that Osler woul'd be n gre1.'1t source of strength 
to the University, and I should be delighted to see him appointed. 
But I con f ess that I hnrdly see how it can l!e expected that the 
Curators would elect him \Vi thout his making formal application. If 
he did so, though without sending in any testimonials, it would be 
open to you and Greenfield and anyone else to urge his claims upon the 
Curators. 

But to ask them to invite him vrithout his making ap:plicction v;ould 
seem to me to throw away any chance of his . appointment . 

There are , of course, very good candidates in the field; and it 
would, I suspect, . be thought too great a sl vp in the face for them to 
offer the Chair to a stranger without his having applied for it. 

B-elieve me , 
very truly yours, 

LISTh'R. 


