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THE REV, CANON JARVIS TO ARTHUR JOHNSON

8 Sussei Ave,, Toronto. iy
Tuesday, Jan, 4, 1921. &

You asked me last evezung to give you some memoranda which
might be of selyice to the compiler of Sir Wm, Osler's b:.ography. 'gou wil;
remember that he Same to us at Weston from the old Barrie School which in
those days had the rsputation of turning out pretty strong mem, well groundsd

in the'humanities', who\pefore they were turned out were rather precociously -

even wnen he ca}_?;% to mants est{s Whether Osler was greatly imbued with thjis -
3 :

‘spirit need not be discussed. AnyRow I kmow that the moment he came under the

influence of your good father, he was,\like the rest of us, strongly impressed ’

pious prigs, or self conscious sanctimonstrocifyes.

It was your father, too, who started Osler oA his scientific eareer, or
natural science which

2 £.3 4
b was our greatest

at sll events began the development of that taste fo
/earned him a place amongst the greatest men of his time
treat when '0ld Johnson' could be led to take a squad out for a field day,

nunting fossils, and he did not need much persuasion, I can still see the

Warden wielding an old prospector's pick

and fthe most eager boy of the lot tc secure /zau‘

perfect M‘étmatti » or whatever Lower Siluriam relic the soft stone about

Weston might yield, Some of us were keen to retrieve a few good sections of
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orthoceras to be diligently polished and converted into prodigious sleeve
links at 'Kent's store' in Yonge St. {(weemté—it-—Kentte)?

Osler however was the scientist of the expeditiom, ’ To him was entrﬁsted

the delicate work of grinding down and mounting specimens for microsc;ope

slides Some=-

Sovn
times he mignht graciously, a:tter the mammer of Bed Sawyer, delegate some of

b

this protracted mechanical grinding on the Water-of-flyre stome to our less
‘skilled hands - it wasn't every day that & boy had a chance to help in the
construction of valuable sé;entific exhibits! - Nevertheless experts pro=-
nounced them exceptionally fine - after Osler had put the finishling t6;1ehes.
Osler did not strike ome #s being an exceptionally brilliant scholar,
His work was always done, and well done; but it was 'work', not a flash ‘of
inspiration, that brought results, It was no uncommon thing to see him

during 'prep.', sitting with his fingers in his ears struggling with some

Awk“ problem, and oblivious of the distractions to which the rest of us had

’;y/f\,,(, yielded, 11\1 despair of overcoming the difficulty, trusting Micawber-like, for
: something to turn up for our relief, And,nine cases out of teén,ne would
\ prove the deus ex machina, and we would reap the benefit of his wrestling

with the (to us) unknowable. - We were ready to confess that we "hadn't any
more brains than the Lord had given us,"

Phys‘ically"::/was ratner undersized but extremely wiry a.nd well pro-
portioned, a fine all-round athlete, without being a champion in any arti-
cular line, I believe though, he d.id break the record for throwing the
cricket ball at one of our term-end spoarts, Unfortuately, however, the

Campus (if we may use a word I don't like, which our College athletes have




tod.ay taken over from the Yankse vocabulary) proved too restricted for his -
prowess, a.nd the ball hit the high fence nea.r the top. Such 8 throw was
naver dreamed of, But Professor Jomes of Trinity, possibly not an un-:
prejudic_:ed. referee, came to the rescue, and by the aid ¢f most eompellihg
mathematical dalculatians - no doubt they were absolutely accurate as became
tﬁe dictum of an exact science - demonstrated to our entire satisfaction that; Lt
if that wretched fence had not been in the way, the ball would have hif the
sod at a distance that neiyhsr Rugby nor Eton had ever achieved, Anyh'ow. ;
it 1s nrot on record that our English schc;ols yieldéd their claim to the - '
champion ship on the strength of Professor Jomes' verdict. 7 ;
Once we played the villages a football metch, This was in the days Besss 12
fore "Rug,by" and "Soccer" were recoguzed as texact sciences.' It was
just primitive rough-and-tumble, &nd our light weights stood no chance pitted.
against the burly oafs that lined up against us, One huge bully threw him—
self ferociously and quite unnecessarily upon & little chap who could hlrdly
be said to have been actually in the scrim; buf Osler, Egg_ was, oatapultad.
out of the vortex,iand with one blow on the big fellow's Jjaw sent him to
the ground and thence to bed for a week = and Osler was not so very mh Sig-
ger than the little fellow he had avenged, * » 7™ ‘

g vVa~—

cations, Wh
In 1867 he mdri nind ; aft 1on to
read for Holy Orders, .

after he came into residencsay




is at McGill, After this I did not come into personal contact with X

him for many\years, We occasionally corresponded, Later on, he sent me a

ailment which puzzled the bygt physicia.ﬁs we could swmmon. Though unable
to do much for us without a siXht of the patient, he took infinite pains to

give what comfort he could when wh stood so much in need of help in those

trying circumstances, : _ 7
It was said that he in accepting D2 had become violently a@ostic. - |

-1 doubt> this very much, We all. know how impulsive he was, and how his - \'
humorous flights were often fake:_: toq seriouy by matter-of-fact critics.
But judging from his remarks upon a book wt;ich I 3gked him to read, I am in- »
clinied to think that iemyson might have such a one %8 he in his mind when :
he wrote the hackneyed distich = V
"There is more faith in honest doubt &cn

I never saw the following anecdote in print but no doubt yox have heard

it, It was told me as an illustration of his quickness at repartee,

When lecturing at McGill, the subject of evolution came up inciden¥ally,




ovdlute & race of super men happily relieved ‘of the useless appendix,

ooked at him quizzicaily, and replied; "quite possibly - at the san’

Darling remind4d me on our way home last night of another 1nstamo of
Osler's proficiency at hrowing at a mark, The boys of "Johnscn's house"

had to come over for class\york to the temporary school-rooms near the statiom.
The tedium of the retu.m jourxey along the railway track was generally be-

guilad by some kind of ga.me or conest sucn as school=boys are want to invemt

a failure at the first attempt' i;z any one case;
& fire twice at only half a dozen of the targets.
s prR - 1 thought I could recall a full assortment ‘ Ments that might help
to b;'ing out an adequate idea of Osler's school days; but{yhen one cames to
put down ome's impress jons we begin to realize how vague and.y ntangible they
become as the years go by, 1 am afraid my effort is what the Q¢ Provost used
to describe (speaking of our examination papers) as nregrettably But
the outstanding impression left in my memory is that of a clean, sira tforwa.rd,“
fearless and unassuming fellow, whose influence for good‘m.de itself fel¥{ in the ‘
general tone of the school = an admirable prefect compelling the respsct am

affection of the boys and worthy of the confidence placed in him 'by the masters. \
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