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FAITH HEALING. - In =al1l ages, and in all lands, the
prayer of faith, to use the words of St. James, has healed
the sick; and we must »emember that amid the Aesculapian cult,
the most elsborate and beautiful svetem of faith healing the
world has seen, =sciantific medicine took its rise., Aw a
profession, 2onsciously or uneonsciously, mnre aften the
latter, faith has been one of our most valuable assets, and
Galen expressed a great *rnéh —hen he said, "He cures most
successfully in —hom the people have the greatest confidence .,
It is in these cases shgé neurasthenia and,psychasthenia,
the weak brothers and tle weak sisters, that the rersonal
character of the physician comes into play, and once let him
gain the confidence of a patient, he can werk just the same sott

of miracles as Qur Lady of Lourdes or Ste. Anne de Beauprd,
Three elements are necessary: first, a strong personality in
whom the individual has faith - Christ, Buddha, ABsculaphus
(in the davs of Greece), one of the saints, or, what has
served the turn of common humanity verv wall., a'physician.
Secondly, certain srressories - a shrine, a sanctuary, the
service of a temple, »r fnr us a hospital or its equivalent,
‘with a skilful =»urse, Thirdly, suggestion, either of the
"only-believe,“ "feel it ," Wwill it " attitude of mind, which
is the essence of every cult and creed,or of the act”es
belief in the assurance of the vhysician that the precious

boon of health is within reach.

Osler, "Textbook" 7th edn. 1909, p.l095.
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