
Osler 
, Among people of mediocre intelli­

gence, Sir William Osler is chiefly re­
membered today as "the doctor who said 
that a man at 60 ought to be chloro­
formed." OSLER RECO:-nIE::.JDS 
CHLOROFOR:-<I AT SIXTY blared 
the newspapers of the U. S. and Can­
ada on a certain February morning in 
1905. Dr. Osler had delivered an ad­
dress in Baltimore the night previous. 
This is what he actually said: 

I have two fixed ideas well known to my 
friends, harmless obsessions with which I 
sometimes bore them, but which ha\·e a dir~ct 
bearing on this important problem. The first 
i~ the comparati ,·e u::elessness of men aboY~ 
40 years of age. This may seem shocking, 
and yet read aright the world's history bears 
out he statement . ... 

:My second fixed idea is the uselessness of 
men abo,·e 60 years of age, and the incalcul­
able benefit it w: uld be in commercial, politi­
cal and in professionc:.l life if, as a matter of 
course, men stopped work at this age. . . . 
\\"hether Anthony Trollope's su~gestion of a. 
college and chloroform should be carried out 
or not I have become a little dubious, as my 
own time is getting so short. 

Dr. Harvey Cushing's* 2-volume, 
1,371-page The Life of Sir William 
Oslert has been mentioned by critics as 
''the best biograph,· since Beveridge·s 
Life of J olm Jlarshall" ( Critic Thomas 
L. :-Iasson) and '·an adm:rable rcconl 
of a great life, which all physicians, 
medical stud:nts and those who intend 
to study medicine should read, and with 
which all habitual readers of biog-

• Harvey Cu 5hin'!, 56, ,vas graduated from 
Yale in 1891 and Harvard ~ledical School in 
189 5. He immediately began to practit.:e 
suqrery. From 1902 to 1911 he was an as· 
sociate professor of surgery at Johns Hop­
kins. Two years later he was made an hon­
orary surgeon of the Royal College of Sur­
geons. After leaving Johns Hopkins, he 
went to Harvard where he now is Professor 
of Surgery. During the \Var, he served with 
the Harvard University ~Iedical Unit. 

t THE LIFE OF S1R \VILLIA:'d OsLF..R--!iir_­

,-ey Cushin~-2 vols .-0.r~-trsify 
P!!J,J,.,IS' or.""' 
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raphies should be <klighted'' (Critic Van 
Buren Thorne, :-I.D.). 

\Villiam Osler b:g.:.n life in 18-49 in 
the wilds of upper Canada, son of a 
clergyman \\·ho h:.d m;grated from 
Cornwall. One of h:s earliest recollec­
tions was of throwing a stone at a pig. 
''The pig ,v::s a IO!Y{ ,,·ay off, but with 
the first stc:ne he hit it directly behind 
the ear and to his cha~rin killed it in­
stantly. He wou!d always laugh till the 
t~::rs c::me in'.o his ey~s at the thought 
of how 'that old p;g looked as he rolled 
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"Believe 1101/ring 1/zat you see i1i the 
111!'1.esfapers" 

over on his back with his four legs stiff 
in the air,' and of how the farmer came 
out and took him by the scruff of his 
neck straight home. . . " 

He was introduced tD the Barrie 
Grammar School and there threw a 
cricket ball 115 yards- "a throw never 
!;eaten, at least by .. n amateur." 

Later, he attendeJ the Cniversity of 
Toronto (Trinity Colle~e) and the 1Ic­
Gill :-Iedical School. Eventually he be­
came one of fre b~c t-known a!1d cer­
tainly best-beloved doctors in England 
or America. Dr. Cushiog's book re­
counts his successes (principally as a 
teacher of. medicine) at, Philadelphia 
(l:niversity of Pennsylvania Medical 
School), at Baltimore (Johns Hopkins), 
at Oxiord. 

He died on Dec, 29, 1919. 

(I Bedside Epigrams: 
ff There are incuraLle diseases in medicine, 

incorrigible vice::; in Li1e ministry, insoluble 
cases in law. 

ff Probability is the rule of life--especially 
under the skin. Kever make a positive diag­
nosis. 

ff The mental kidney more often than the 
abdominal is the one ttat floats. 

U Although one swallow does not make a 
summer, one tophus makes gout and one 
crescent malaria.'' 

U Belie ,·e nothing tl-.at you see in the news­
papers-they have done more to create dis• 
satisfaction than all other agencies. If you 

~ee 2nythin't in them th.'.lt yo J. know is true, 
begin to d0ubt it at once. 

([ ·what John Singer Sargent said 
when William Osler asked that he paint 
him in his red Ox ford robe: 

"No, I can't paint you in that. It 
won't do. I know all about that red. 
You know, they gave me a degree down 
there, and I've got one of those robes. 
I've left it on the roof in the rain. I've 
buried it in the g:u.den. It's no use. 
The red is as red as ever. The stuff is 
t::o good. It wcn't fade. Now, if you 
c:: u'.d get a Dublin degree? The red 
r::!Jes are made of different stuff, and 
if you wash the::i they come down to a 
be:rntiful p:nk. Do you think you could 
g<!t a Dublin degree ?-No, I couldn't 
p2.int ycu in that Oxford red! Why, 
d:i you know they say that the women 
who work on the red coats worn by 
the British soldiers have all sorts of 
trouble with their eyes." 
{I What W;lliarn Osler once wrote 
( in a le~t~r) of \Vilhelm Hohenzollern 
(-.-.-ho receind a degree at Oxford) : 

He looked a little nervous & did not know 
just how far away from the Chancellor he 
shoi... ld st:ir.d. / _t tir:. t he did not look at all 
happy-as if bored or tired-and he seemed 
fagged and worried. Lord C. made a singu­
lai:-ly . feEc:to-...:s sp.::ech, e1~tempore. Only he 
:": :1.1d. 1t w1s the n ~:ree of Common, instead of 
Civil Law. And he made a co!d s!1i •:er pass 
round tl:e serr.i-circle when he said, "anJ you 
remember, Sir, the telegram you s~nt." 
Everyone felt that it mig ht be an anfu.l break 
LJt was reliev e: d when t'.1e Ch. add cJ, "about 
the aquatic contests 0:1 the Thames,'' refeiring 
to some incident in the races years ago. 
(I A letter from William Osler to a 
young lady (a nurse) who had become 
engaged to marry a physician: 

De:ir Miss Price, 
24th [April, 1908) 

Cruel girl! deliberate!y to divert an inno­
c~ nt young man from t:,e :Niinen·an path! 
. .nd think of your wasted life! & of the Joss 
to the profession! &the bad example you set 
to female medical students I &the wo:·3e ex­
ample to young female g_raduates ! &C1e dis­
trust you have en:3"endered in Hospital Com­
mlttees I &the su ::. picion &apprehensi on such 
lapses arouse in the minds of the staff! Al­
together your conduct seems most reprehensi­
ble, &yet I how natural! Wishing you every 
happiness, Sincerely yours, 

([ A letter to his 
knighthood: 
Dear Chattie, 

WM. OSLER. 

sister apropos of his 

You must have had such a shock yesterday 
morning when you saw Bill's name in the 
Coronation honour list. . . . I did not know 
when it was to come out-I thought not till 
after the coro:1ati : n, but yesterday before I 
was out of bed the telegrams began to rain 
in & there has been a perfect stream- more 
than 100 from England, & 49 cables, U. S. & 
Canada; two from India. Letters galore . ... 
\Ve really did not need it as much as some 
p;,.;or fellow \\·ho has done more but who has 
not caught the puUic eye. I am glad for the 
family. I w ich Father & Mother bad been 
alive & poor B.B. & :\"el ie. It is wonderful 
how a bad boy (who co,;,ld chop off his sister's 
finger) may fool his fellows if he once gets 
to work. . . . Your affec bro. 

"SIR B :LLV" !'.!!! 
(I \\'hat .ArtJrnr T. Hadley (President 
Emeritus of Yale) said: 

Well do I remember a couple of hours 
spent one morning in that study, when each 
of us ought to have been at work at something 
else, so that our conversation enjoyed the 
added flavour which _g-oes with forbidden 
fruit. It began with Ulrick von Hutten: I 
have forgotten where it ended. In those two 
hours of conversation I learned more about 
medical history and more about the persis­
tence of certain queer traits in human nature 
than could be got from months of st1..dy by 
the most approved method of res_earch. What 
he said was like Smo·tett and Gibbon: Smol­
lett's frankness without his coarse_ness, an_d 
Gibbon's erudition and lucidity without h1, 

(!) 
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conventionality. In talk of this kind I have 
never met the man who was Osier's equal. 
fI Wnat a comrade· of Sir William's 
son, Revere, said, apropos of his death 
i'1 August, 1917: 

The new ditches half full of water being 
dui by Chint!se coolies wearing tin helmets­
the boy wrapped in an army blanket an<l 
covered by a weather-worn Union Jack, car­
ried on their shoulders by four slippi11g 
stretcher-bearers. A strange scene-the great­
great-grandson of Paul Revere under a Brit­
ish flag , and awaiting him a group oi some 
six or eight American Army medical officers 
-saddened with thoughts of his father. 

fI What Sir William wrote (in a let­
ter) of Pershing et al. 

Pershing with General Biddle and three 
aides arrived .at 10 :45, also Colonel Lloyd 
Griscom with an aide, also Mr. Hoo,·er with 
a Captain Somebody; three big U. S. Army 
cars. Also . an orderly to poli:-h up the Gen• 
eral-you would have laughed to see the blue 
rooin and your bathroom. Twice during the 
day General Pershing was brushed and pol­
ished. It was a very co'J morning and I had 
a nice wood fire in the drawing•room over 
which they all clung gratefully. fhere were 
sandwiches, coffee and drinks in the dining­
room and they had a go: d meal as they had 
left town at eight o "clock. l\" ancy [Astor] 
arrived in the midst of it, and kissed the Gen­
eral affectionately and said: "Do lc:t's dance; 
you are the best dancer in the American 
Army." \Ve dressed the degree people up in 
scarlet gowns and velvet hat .s , and all went 
down in cars; \Vanda had a seat with me. It 
was really a wonderful sight. Lord Curzon 
was gorgeous. The Prince did not come, but 
the degree was given in absentia. Pershing 
had a splendid reception, as did Mr. Hoo\'er; 
but Haig was the hero, I never heard such a 
racket. J off re looks old and sad; worn out, 
I fancy. 

Epidemics 
Last week, the Epidemiological Re­

port·. of the League of Nations Secre­
taria,t . announced the progress of con­
tagious diseases during the past year. 
Epidemics this spring have been slight. 
Though measles are on the up, smallpox 
is less prevalent in the U. S. and Canada 
than ever before. Diphtheria has in­
creased in Western and Central Eu­
rope; influenza in Sweden, in Denmark. 
The incidence of typhus remains un­
usually low throughout Eastern Europe. 

Phthisis Serum 
Certain medical members of the 

B~itish Parliament returned to London, 
last week, to murmur about a serum 
treatment for tuberculosis which they 
had gone to Geneva to investigate-the 
invention of one Dr. Henry Spahlinger. 
On the streets of Geneva, they said, 
posters were displayed announcing the 
sale of Dr. Spahlinger's research sta­
tion if his debts were not paid. Despite 
this, he has rejected an offer of £250,000 
for his serum from a pharmaceutical 
manufacturing firm, because he feared 
the serum would be exploited beyond 
the means of the poor. The medical 
M. P.'s reported that evidence had been 
referred to them which satisfactorily 
supported the claim that 80% of 400 ap­
parently I- .Jpeless cases of tuberculosis 
had been cured by the Spahlinger serum. 
They recommended an appeal to the 
public for £100,000 with which to test 
the serum in England. 

Doctor Shortage 
The average age of doctors in the 

U. S. is 52. As death comes ta all men, 

TIME 

so it will come at last to these, and- then 
there will be very few to take their 
places. So, last week, declared Dr. 
\\"illiam Allen Pusey, onetime ( 1923-24) 
President of the American 1-Ie<lical As­
sociation, in a pamp!Jlet published by 

DR. WILLIAM ALLE" PvsEv 
He gave his reasons 

the Association. He gave his reasons 
-the expense and difficulty of a mod­
ern medical education »1akes it im­
possible for poor --ien to become doc­
tors. Said he: "The minimum re­
quirements 25 years ago were that 
the student should be 21 years old, 
have attended three years of medical 
school. ... Now entrance require­
ments include three years of college; 
the medical course is five years, in­
cluding one year of hospital . . . an 
expense of $8.000 to $10,000 .... It 
will be difficult to get graduates, even 
more difficult to get graduates to go 
to rural districts. . . . \Ve are not 
now producing men to do the ordi­
nary service of medicine for the or­
dinary people. . . . midwiYes taking 
the place of physicians. . . death 
certificates marked 'no physician at­
tending.' . , . " 

:Money Back 
Dr. William Allen Pusey (see 

above) was recently heckled by one 
Alexander Marky, editor of Pearson's 
.llaga:;ine, who demanded that, in order 
to make the American Medical Asso­
ciation "worthy of its true mission," 
the following motions should be in­
troduced at the next A. M. A. con­
\·ention: 

1) If an operation is unsuccessful 

_ a1a" - u ·=:un 

husband's pulpit. I am 
than students who take 
not ordained ministers. 
suming pastoral duties. 
preach." 

c· 
doing n., more 
pulpits but are 
I am: not as­
I shall only 

Said President Knubel: "It is true 
that an unordained person may fill a 
pulpit .... " 

Zionists 
At Washington, D. C., was held the 

28th annual convention of the Zionist 
Organization of America. Some I ,SOO 
delegates and alternates were present, 
making the assembly the largest ever 
held by the American Zionists. 

The main purpose of the convention 
-aside from electi m of officers-was a 
movement to enlist the support of all 
Jews, Zionist and non-Zionist, for the 
construction of a Jewish homeland in 
Palestine. The movement received 
practically unanimous endorsement and 
called upon the World Zionist Congress, 
\Yhich meets in Vienna in August, to 
accept non-Zionist aid. 

Several friendly criticisms of British 
administration in Palestine were heard. 
It was alleged that Britain had not 
passed a nationality act, which left Jews 
in Palestine without citizenship privi­
leges; that large tracts of undeveloped 
land. urgently needed for agricultural 
purposes, had not been turned over to 
the Jews. 

J. Joyce Broderick, counselor of the 
British Embassy ( representing absent 
Ambassador Sir Esme Howard), who 
received a stirring ovation from the 
congress, told the delegates that "the 
difficulties which natm:ally present 
themselves to the accomplishment of all 
you desire will be very quickly over-
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