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~ ,LIF.E-"· OF- SIR · WIL.LIAM OSLER. 
touchi!lg of nll. c?nfessio;ns . . 'Lorcl, ·l belU1~1')jfi~ 
Thou my unheheL' " . He \vas one of the ~ ..... I.I"~ 
ces!!fol, though Ull('OllSCious psydio-£hera: . 

• ' thongh 110 faith-hen ler or psycho!.a1111lyst. '):.lie,' 

MASTER OF MEDICINE; LOVER OF ;_BOOKS ·; 
. YOUNG -MAN'S FRIEND. • 

in the 1n1rdF1 that Osier's treat\nent "co1').llists'47t 
mixture of hope lllHl nux vomicn." ,, :f.';-

Anot-h<'r rp1otntinn from an atl,hes~ 1 -is ~ 
"Chn1t~o that hard , nyi11ir, '8nfficic1:~u11t<) /4 

FASCINATING _AND BENEFICENT CAREER. is the evil thereof ' intn 'the goodness 'th~ 
siuco the ehirf mJrrit'-~ of life arise from the" fopii.s: 

Br W. SCOTT KING. h,ihit of looking h<'fore 11ml 11fte1· .... 'l'he d~~r. it\_ 
mnn·R sn lrntioJt is 11011·- the life of the pl'(!S~Jit,"' 11\ -,l 
to-d:i~,, lh·ed ,:,nrnesll.v, intently, without a j:4)~.il~ 
lo?ldng thonght .... .Begin ~10 clay with Chi:~-'!~ f 

J£ vit11l nnd ahiding worth is 'tnlic11 into aeco1rnt (to 
. sny l1othi11g of litcrnry fascination nm! merlicnl in-
1'-ti·uctiou) , nud not mere passing interest, then tho 
most import11nt event for many of us of this golden 
l.b.onth of June hns teen the puhlicntion of the eagerly­
{l-Waited biography of Sir ,vm. Osler. the gr('nt doctor. 

' Jt is in two rather over-portly volumef! of close npon 
• 700 pnges cnch, :111d is issued hy the Oxtot'Cl Univer­
'·sity Press at the price of 37s. 6d. net. Dpth size nnd 

price will, I fenr, tell somewhat against the u11iver-
:.sally wide circulation which it ought to attafn, and 

from thnt point of view, though tl1at only, I could 
wish thot they co11ld li:we been some,Ylrnt less, pnr­
iticulnrly the price, bePa11sc it is one of the most 
jmportnnt nncl i11spiri_ng biogrnphies puhliHhecl in this 
country n11tl America for thirty _years, a11d every in­
_:t,elligent man and ,rnman who is Po11eerned for the 

l ('0nque&t of typhoid, pne11monin, :rnd tuherc,nlosis, 
lllHl the perfecting of sn11itntion a11d p11hlic health, 
nnd wl10 nlso tnk,;is plcnsure in being hrnught into 
<'0ntnct with a. brilliant, lovnhle, nnd princely-en­
dowed personnlit,.v, ought to read it. 

Not a Final Portrait. 
Dr. HnrvPy Cnshi11g, who hns written it, rightly 

r,:1y,1 thnt " it is merely the 011tli11es for the pai11ti11µ; 
of the finnl portrait," nll(l the 11ltimate estimnte of 
OHlcr's l'lln' llll(] manifold iwhie,·ements, mtd very 
1argcly he hn.s heen ('011tc11t to tra('e hi.s c11reer nml 
l'nvcal IJhe wm1tlerf11l doctor hy nu:-n11s of his lcttern 
1111<1 puhli('ntinns. llut whnt nn nmazi11g a11(l thrilling 
fllllllTY it is, to he sure I Far into these hot J'unc 
11ights I hn,·o hnln1wed these t"·o vol11111e.~ on my 
l1n('eS 1111d lived a ,-hnnne<l life, slrnri11g the gaiety, 
friell(lships, thoughts, bnttl<'~, :lll(l world-wide 
:triumphs and honourn of the greatest personn\ fig-
11re in the rnediC'nl world of om· time. " ' ell mny Dr. 
Haleehy ('Ill! hi111 the "mnsl.e1· physieinn nl' his nge; 
the wo1lll<"rf11l ORler, who taught me<lir.i11e :is 11<1 nuin 
h:rn en'r taught it hcfore," and s11:, thnt this rir•h nn<l 
s p:wi,,ns life-reeord " .,lakes 1110 fee l menn :rnd idl<' 
:111(1 tri\'iol." 

lfow to gin' :rn:v ndcq11nt<' nml s11t isfyi11p; :tc<'o1111t 
ol' these pages 1 <'111 11ot know-= 011<• would wiHh for nil 
the spn<•e of a week'H·is~ue of this pnper to let ndmirn­
't i'ln n11d love lune free play for <'nrl lPss quotations ('Oll­

<\erning Osler'is n<'<'OmplishmcntH, frien<lships, lending 
liten11·~-, mornl, nnd religio11s idens, nnd his love for 
1·hildrc11 and country and l1umanity. I l11we tuf·ned 
;the corners down- a good habit if the hook is your 
own, ns ir; my good fortune in thir-1 cnse-of ·ovor 200 
}litp;es, and pencil-markec'I moro tlm11 700 possnges, 
ulld it has occupied Reverol oblivious hours merely to 
retmce one's__ steps and reread only these. -Perhaps 
I c1uv1ot ~o liett1.>t· tbnu q110to a few cstimnte1; of him 
J,y famous peop\e. and medical journals, in.Jvhi,d1 tllSal_ij! 
...... l1;t11 "illt ' 1 Yr ?, 1i>n" 8'bcie 1111tthtft sdtii.~ 
l)ana<la to1· Amerfca, a11d .Americ,~ to saime to our 
Oxford, and, Qf course, when he died in 1919 plllpit ' 
'and Press, jo'urua,..I and ,ma~azine, friends and 11.urses 
l\Jlcl specialists, 1hilitm·y men and_· statesmen, and 
,inoouuted hosts ,or patients whom he had inade for 

• o-rel· his del}tors, vied with each other i11 loving 
admi,l'ation, r'1miniscence, and praise . 

Praiae by the Great Ones, 
Of cnurse, there are shininp; • names, like King 

JMwarcl's, Kipling's, Walt \Vhitman's, Prof. · Wm. 
James's, Oliver Wendell Holmes's, John l\Iorley's, 
Bryce's, Dr. •Weir Mitchell'A, hut take these-Dr. 
Cushing c41ls him " one of the most greatly ·beloved 
physicia11s of nil time." At .his grent funernl these 
,words were uttered-" He advanced the science of 
medicine, he enriched Jiteratui·e, and the humanities; 

, yet individually he had a greater powe1•. He became 
• ;t.he friend of all he met-he knew the workings oi the 

J1uman henrt metnphorically ns well as physfrally. 
He joyed with the joyfl and wept with the so'rJ•ows of 

",. :t.h~ humblest of- tho8e who werl'.l proud to lle his 
1mpils. He stooped to lift them up to the place or his I royal friemlflhip, and the magic, t2,ud1sto11e of his 
generous 31e1'Son11lity helped many n desponder on 
«,he rugged pathR of life. He arhieved many honours 
and many dip;nities, but the proudest of 11.ll was his 

'. unwritten title, 'the Yoong J\·fan'1, Friend.' " Jl-t. 
-I 'Hou. H. A. L. Fiijher wrote: " Old and young alike 

ncknowledged },is 11111\stery, ancl ne~r ll'ft hi11 presence 
witho'ut feelin11: the magnetism of the mnn 1md that 

• jnsatiable, but unohtrush•e, nppetite for helpfulness 
' :Which made· him the prince ot' friends 11nd henefac­
ltprs;" Lady Astol' writes: " I only saw him cross 
-onoe-a young M.O. said before a pn.tie11t thnt his 
£ase wna hopeless a11d thnt nnnoyed the Chi<>f. That 
'IVP-11 the wonderful p11rt about him, lie n'nlly brought 
healing and health, life not death, with him . • , . My 
cl1ildren adored him .... I cnnnot think of him 
:without feeling tllnt nll 011A can p;ive in this brief jms­
lla.ge is never renlly enough. lie mnde us all want to 
~ive. more.'' Let this suffice. 

,villinm Osler wns horn in 1849 in Upper Cannda, 
, 11.nd WI\S a son of the mlln~e. nnc'I fo1· n ti1110 i11tended 
\lo enter _the ( 'h111 ·rh himRPIL His s i11g11lnrly fnr. 

'i 

""~~ 

tunnte tho11p;l1 crowded lifc---1,is mnster word w11s 
"work "-divides itself into fo111· period~- Toronto 
an<! Montreal, Philadelphia nml Jlidtimore, then J.4 
yenrs mi -Regius Professor of Medi<'ine nt Oxfonl, 
and the Great \Vnr, du1·ing which cnme his 0110 
supr<'me sorrow, the loss of his only child, Revere, 
killed in battle, nnd where he got the .~nhlime nick­
name, " Co11soler-General to the British Army.'' Of 
the technical side of his life, of which, 1111turnll.r, there 
is so much in t hese vohnueR, I c1t11 s11y 11othi11g, 
though every medical man in Engfand, A111erica, 
Canada, F'rnnee, and Germany will nclopt them as life 
friemls to he <'Onsulted .. Hut three points must be 
emphnsised. l-lis 111oan11111 opns ,ms "The Princi­
ples and Practice of :Medieine," whieh is eYer;ywhere 
the stnndunl work to ~hirh he devoted his life, re­
iss11inp: it e,·ery few ~·ears brought 11p to dntP. 
8fl<'ond l.v , he wns a great dini<.:ian , and :is the dedi­
cation reminds us, iusisted on the supreme import­
ance of studying disPases with students 11t the hedsides 
of their patients. Thirdly, he fought with pen and 
voice and fifty years of drndging experiment ngninst 
typhoid, pneumonia , Luh<"rm1Josis, anll syphilis :tn<l 
cmu·er, humnnit~·'s fhe chief foes, 

The Man Himself. 

H rn prAyer- you ueed no othe1·. Cl'eeclle~~~ 
yon horn 1t rcliµ;ion ; errrcl-st11/fo1l , it willf~~e~ 
theoloJ.{i<'nl dough in whi<'h -you stick.'' Jn a. 't,ll'· 
diclory t-0 th~ ll .F.l.1\. medi cal profession on 1' V'll 
Pence, nnd <.'011<·ord " we read, "Hefw:e peaoe'. Mn 
att11i11e(I, the ph~·~ i<·im1 , ·like tl1e Christian, must 
come tlie three grcnt fnes- ignora1we, which ,ffi ,._ 
apa~h~·, wl1id1 is the worlcl, nn~ vice, which,. t~~ 
devil." Jn :rn address nt Nonnch at the1 uhy~nO 
or' a stntue tu ~ir Thornos Browne, Osler JJitil,l_~- • e: -
were three lessons his life tA11ght, -first that Ji~ ' ~ 
ideal eclnf'ntion, serond, he 1iresents a reJnq,r~li 
exmuple of a 111:111 who mingled the water of"~ 
with the oil of foilh. nut! third that the pcrfc~ 
nrny h<' -lived in a vNy simple and quiet wa.y. O~ 
atldress i11g a N11rses ' Training Scl1ool, Mi ~i,:i, 1 
" l lflppy lives shall he J·ourn, hecause busy ancl lJSef;q;, 
hn.Yiup; bee11 i11itiatcd intg two of the ''"tlu;~ 
mysteries of the Great Secret- the happiness t)1at ll 
in the ahsorption in some vocntion whieh satisfi~ 
soul ; tlrn t we are here to ntld whnt we can 'to, 110 
get what we <'n II from, Ii fe; and the th inl- is st 
mystery whi<'h you mny or m11y Hot lenrn hereof 
.l\~ain, speaki11p; of l•11ith . h!'! ,:i,i,1, " -J-t.-~ill nr, 

the dend, it will not put in a new eye in J>la~ 
bad 0110, Hor will it ('Ure ('flllcer or pne11111onia; 
spito of thrsn 11inr.-tPe11Lh-<?PnL11ry restri ctions, fah. 
a most J>l'C<'ion~ r0111mo1lit~·, without which )"0 shi, 
be very hndl~, off.'' Dr. Osler was always fortul\_ 
in fact a good title for these volnmes would bfje "-' 
Fortunate Life," llncl in nothing was he mo • 
than .in his choirn of 11 wife. Of her he wrote, 
engagement, "Site is nn old fric11cl of ~nine • 
very snfe.'' ~ 

I have no ~pac<' Lo :-peak of his seni;e of bum, 
upon whid1 110 laid stl<'h cmphnHis ns a firs t-cla~4 
gretlient i11 n, lif<•H philosoph~,. and nlAo of biA' 
light in <'hildr('11 nnrl in romping with them. J. 
hnps the two tltingN 110 dislike(] most were 11np111u 
nlity nnd g:irrulo11s11Pss- litC"rnlly, as onr mod 
phrase hns it, ho h :111 110 time for them. In a •01 

well dinner RJl<'C'<·h at the Waldorf-Astoria Hole1 
New York, he sn itl: "J hn.ve three personal i,le 
One, to do the dny's work well 1111d not to hotl 
about to-mo1-row. Second, to art the goldeu t".r}.- ;a,: 
fn.r a.g in me lay, to my professional brethren, and. 'ti;J'i 
the pntients ronnnitted to my care. Third, to !tut~." 
vute a men~nro of cqnnnhnity M wol\ltl ennl,le 1.1101;c 
beor success with l111n1ility, the affections of my i"1·ie1<'11t 
without pride, nnd to be ready when tlie day of- II\)~ 

row and grief ma,y come to meet it ,rith the ~o'nr:i-~­
befitti ug a 111111t." 

Hut one o[ the cl, iof delights of thes-1 Yol 11mes • for 
tl1e unLe<'hnfrnl Jn.vman lie.~ in the nwclntion of tl111 
man himself, first in his im111111ernlJle profc.ssim111l, 
social, an<l domestic frieml•hips, 1111d secondly in the 
11-<'ronnts of h.is pnssio11nte love of hooks nml n.rdo11r in 
colleeting; them. No 1ne<licnl l!Hlll who eve1· lived hnd, 
proha hly, so wide a knowledge of nncient nnd modern 
litcrnt11re- hiogrnphy, poetry, traYel, helles lettres , 
or ('Ould quote so freel_v , drn"·ing from every field . 
Hi8 own library wns pricele.s~ in first and old edition~, 
nnd he wn s nlrnost 11s • m11ch sought after liy hihlio­
graphi('nl <'l11hs nnd mag;nzines and so<•ieties ns hy 
college.q a1HI medicnl s<'hool~ nn<l hospitnls. Pro­
fesso1· Wm . .Jn,nes, tho grent literary ps.r1·l1ologist, 
\Valt ,v1tit11111n, Hndynrcl Kipliug, Lor<! Balfour, 
OliYer " 'c11<lcll Hnlm<'~, :wd a host of other fnrno11s 
lit<'rnry rncn :\IHI writPl's in m:~ field~, were his 
fri eu<l~, and thc~e n,lumcq fnsf•inotinµ:ly record theit· 
correspondenee. _ But the mnster of his Jifo wns the 
Norwich physieinn, .Bir 'l'bomn,; Bro1n1e, to Wh(im 
there a re scores of refereu<'efl here an,l fo hi8 
Jteligio Medi<'i o.nd Urn Burial. Indeed, as his 
collii) lay in the Lady Chapel nt Oxford tl1ere wns 
placed on it , wit.h a single sheaf of lilies, his favour­
ite r.opy of the "Religio.'' Osle1· hunted for i-11re 
ellition8 1111 o,,er the worl<l,'· M he hutttecl fo1• hncilli, 
and thiH book i~ alone worth reu.cling for its infor­
matio11 in the library sense. But be was the great 
living n11thodt~•, none the les8,· on the hist1>ry _of his 
own professio•~ and , of · medical treatment 111Jd dis- . 
e4v~, ~oth.iju;; Bh,i..tle,_s~, • ' . ality. _ - c.~~,... ....,"::.. .. ?.:...• '1:11 ~ 
Llrn1l'1i~(lnero~1ty of 1tcl~11ir1,1,tiqn. fot tl_ie g~ei;.t'nt~di~J! s') OJ ()ale1.''s great lecture ~n " · lmmo~lity"Wff~ 
disco~el'ers ~£l liii. \~ge, 'all of Wl,loixr• .he · ~n:~wt aml' i,ay· \1o'tihi~1g, _as it is too wpll known, bt\l; At,tli~~~~ ' 
eulog1sed:-Vu:cho,r, Knoch, Lfstf;)T· 1111d !ltherw. • , ' it !\e threw in his own lot wi.tj1 those who believe-
~ .Again, ' (?,sler was ' an l:ncessa11t _t'i:aveUei:. When n lifo after cleath. But it i~ 'tii!1e for ~e-tQ ~11:d-, 
professor 111 C'unacla 11rnd Amenca, he cnme over how much more could ·be said. His •wondei:,ful • 
here nlmost ench yenr, and was mol'e familiar with the for England when her hou1· of need canie, Mil..J • 
bookshops and health-resorts of England _nucl. S<"ot- laboured to , bring America to our,, ~de,_ ·•-0, ., 
1:iucl and Wales than most of ·us. When he om_ne ~o life-effort to put the medical profes~io.i}. of .Ai-· · 
hve h~re, he as freque~tl~ recmssed the Atlnntrn; rn and Cannd11, ~·es, au<l of. England, ,on_ to :a pj!~ -.~ 
fact, 1t used to be smd 111 Oxford that he ,rent to higher b::isis; his crnmmrng ,of his · hou!!'e;'i·m.e, 
America for his week-ends. noon, and night with stuqents and vi.~itors,· so;~; _ 
Profoundly Religious, 

But it is time I devote_d my rcmnrn111g spare 'to 
giving peeps into Dr. Osier's mintl, where his heliefs, 
ideals, and teudernesses resided. Jt wns truly said 
that beyoud everything else Osler wns n preaeher, n 
great lay' prencher. He knew the Hihle almost off by 
heart, but -aport from his actual brn<'ing mes­
sages he ever gave his 8tn<lents nnd nuclielt('es, he 
had n profoundly religions nncl philoRophio mi111l. He 
thought on life, 1111d the ,wnys of men, nnd 011€\ could 
find in these volm11e8 passoges from Osier's letters a1Hl 
lectures enough to furni~h one ,Yith fifty 8111Hln.y morn­
ing and n·eek-evening clis('ourses. Let him instnnee: 
He ereated a great sensation years ago, it will he re­
ca.lled , hy his famous address 011 life's effecti,·e work 
being over nt 40. which goYe the hendline in Americn11 
papers, " Osler Hecommends Chloroform at 60." Here 
is the whole pnssoge, and this is a seutenco from it­
" 'l'he effe<'tive, ll'loving, vitalising work of th'I worlrl 
is done between the nge,1 of 2r, and 40-those l5 
golden yen rs." Or, as he further sn id: " A 11 the 
grent advances hn.ve come from me11 under 40, so the 
histor~• of the world shows thnt a· ltirge proportio11 of 
the evils 11111.y he traced to Reptuagen:'.lria11s·- 11enrly 
nil tlte grent politi<'al mistakes, 1111 the wo1·st poems, 
most of' the hnd pictures, a mn.jority of the hnd noYels, 
not a -few of the worst sermons r111d speeches." He 
was essentially a mnn of faith. In a p::iper in the 
"British J\fetli<'al Joumnl" he wrote: "Nothing in life 
is more wonderful th1111 faith, lthe one grent moving 
for<'e whieh n·e cnn ueither "-eigh in the hnlance nor 
test in the r•n11\il,le .. <.'reeds pn .~8, but nu inPxhau~t­
iblo ~upply of foith r<'mnins. Chris!,pn,lnm liv<', on it, 
1111d co1111tlPss .tho11sn11rls nro hnppy in tlrn~ 1110, t, 

came· to he known as " Opon Arm~ ";· hie< fnta,.lfl • 
at the death of his son; the ,-i·orld-widq 1-eve of:hlJ!l 
grief at his death l-they· m1,1st tt.Jl he iitories }_!.e1·e' 
told. But two words will I .. a~cl. ' ~n0hi!" •"!'.1 
I a young doctor, or Metltto~hat· m~~'e¾ ~­
creep into 80me silent lecture· hall or- ,v1lla_ge 
and, laying these gloriously sacred vqlumes •. 
lahoro.tory or eomm11nio11 table I would dedi~te. · 
self to the sel'Yi<'o of ll1\lll's hodie11 ancl sou.ls as 6 
grent servnnt <lid. The other ,vorcl is from.:/~ 
mother of II l'hiltl rnlled ))ol'i~," nnd wl'itten. afwl'~ 
" Tm. Osier's death. "He was gallont and del)o1u,.1 
Jn n room full of <li•conlnnt elements he entered .~ 
s11w only his p11tie11t nml only his patie1\t's JQ'~~ 
need. J11st1rntly the ntmospbere was charged 1 
kindly vitnlit.v, cYen·o11e felt tlwt the situa.jJon ' 
m11ler <'ontrol. ... The deep, sad eyes pf hjs r · 
watched a little cynicolly the light humour fJf 
mind .. ' . Ho WHS ns merl'iful 'nri hewlts n~ 
... Sn<·h tellinii; love, 811ch perfect _co1~fidel).o~. ~ 
gi,·en him thnt ho <'ould do what he hked with~ 
co.usi11g offen<'e . ... He wm1 one of those who, ha"l'.f! 
grei;t possessions, giwe nil thnt he had. Foir n:i~~ 
L muy snv that every moment lte gave me shinflh'\l\l 
illi111;inn.ti11g tli~, Jon~ ~•can: of my life .. _Subtle ,.~ 
ternpernme11t, 1l1re('t HI chnrncter, the br1lhant ,.~~­
and soaring spirit ,Yere un<'hnllenged, becaus~, ~~t~; 
th~ surfor.e_ of the gay rnnn of the ·world, hv1ed t'~ 
Barnt. It 1s when a mnn to11nh_cs oth~~- people s--l~J 
that you know whether he hnngs hie 01· deatlr':.~, 
11othing. Where· tl111t swift spirit hos gone ·I do n,o~ 
kno"· ; h11t I know thnt to those he rn1:ed for-on!'ciarth, 
he 1Hrrng11t life. 'l'll('y will look hnek nntl rem 0 1n1:te.v•• 

nnd will thnnk () od and 1akc <·omagrc." Amen. 

'· 

"- .., :-'t·lic •• ~Will w ··, ~.,_ ~tfiil 
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