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Two poiid.erous volumes and 1,300 'p.ages 
' --t1hough the late Sir William Osler was I a II106t vivid a.nd varied personality, a 
modern Melampus in me,di:cine, yet • the 
story of his works and days does not 
justify so vast a memorial. The lli~ 
_gra.pher's ex.c~that • the contents of 
'these volumes are merely. memoires pour 
ser'IJir, "merely the outlines for the final 
portrait to be painted out 'when th\l 
colours, lights, and shadows come in time 
to be added "-:-cannot be accepted, and, 

when the inc. rediliie excess o.f insignific. an~J 
rleta1l 1s considerea, we must set down hi 
'!?~k ~ -th~. ~_?.Est t_ri"; of the ~~£~- · _ 

~ book-fornJ we have seen for some time. ii- - • • - - ... _....,... ' 
In Justice, howover, to the victim we 

must do our best to extricate his wisdom 
and wit from this monstrous mound of the 
dust of circumstance. He was born at the 
far end of Yong;.streei,_the military road 
built by General Simcoe in the early days 
of the making of Canada frolll. " Muddy 
York" (Toronto) to the lake -that now 
bears the General's name. Happy the chil­
dren that are born and raised in the-pfaces 
bf pioneering: " Little burnt-holes-in-a­
'blanket," as the >baby Osler was called 
from his complexion and dark e,yes, 
acquired from the first a faculty of keen 
pbservation, a physique of steel, and that 
power of bringing his speed and strength 
to a focus which enabled him te throw a 
cricket-ball 118 yards, for cricket was­
'1-nd still is-a cult in Upper Canada 
(Ontario). Also he had that radio-activity 
of the mind which is a characteristic of so 
many Canadians brought up in such an 
environment. In later vears he would con­
fess that he started lif~ with just an ordi­
nary stock of brains. But he put his 
talents out to usury-he was a "note­
book man," had a life-long habit of read­
ing for half an hour in bed beforn putting 
out his light, and studied medicine with all 
bis heart and soul and strength. As a 
practitioner he lived up to the exact terms 
of the Hippocratic Oath , and he scorned 
the professional drones who never attended 
CongrPSs<>s or did an~thing to keep up with 
the progress of their art. He ma.de no 
great-discovery him.oelf, but earned distine­
tio~ oy many small pieces of research 
which, after all, help more than the lay­
\nan knows to carrv forward the banners 
of science in the medical sector. -
? The power and fascination of the. man 
are not appe.rent in his letters, which are 
." facty" to a degree. Unfortunately, he 
_did not preserve correspondence, so that 
'Southey's dictum that "a man's character 
can more surely be judged by those letters 
·-which his friends addressed to him toon by 
those he him_self penned, for they _are apt 

reveal ?iµi .unoonl!Cio.ns f&.ithfuln~ the 
~b,,:Ji~d,.f5!r ~b~C,-~L~~dse .!'~ ~kn~_ 

-=~ C:S.D?\Cf. ae- "yrle i!;i, !'-1.S _cas.e. 
e was tl}e l?IQ,St:human of Pi~rs, for 
e al't of living witli on~'s fellow-men '\V'&8 

• o him ,a. gr:eater thing tha.n71.H: -the other 
rts (includi'ng medicine). Linawe,, Syden­

tham, and Harvev were 'his three·· medical 
Theroes; he kept a panel :of their portraits 
• over the mantelpiefe in his library_ at 
0'1.ord. It was in• the spirit o~ the• grea.t 
physicians (whc> were, 411, fo:r, example. ; 
" singularlv free from the bondage of , 
rugs") that he wrote '' Th_e· Principles 

a.nd Practice-of Medicine," one of the be'st J 
text-books ever produced in anv vocation., 
a.nd an -enduring memorie.l to his genius , 
for interpret.atiQ.n. Yet it is not in books 
that the man's rich personality is to be 
'found, nor in printed addresses, nor even 
in the bedside epigrams; of which the 
wParisome bio2Tapher gives a. few example!!' 
(Vol. I., p. 593): 

• (1) There -are .incnra.ble diseases in medicine, I 
incorrigible vices in ., the ministry, insoluble 
OASes in law, ·, ' 

(2} Probability is the ~ of lif-specially 
under the skin. Never make a positive , 
diagnosis. , 

(3} Who senea the gods dies young-Venua l 
-Be.cc.bus, and, Vulcan sent in no bills in the 1 
eeventl) decade. • _ , , . 4 

(i} Believe nothjng you see in t~ newspapers: 
,-they hav~, done mori to create di~isfaction 
th6n all other. agencies, If you see &nything in 
them that you know~ ill true, begin to doubt it 

( at ~nee. .' - - • • 
(Jt IS a pity a. good collection of " .Osler-

ri11Ill8 " is not included in these memoires­
:f!<>'UT sennr. By the'irony of circumstance 
liowever, he will be ,best remembered by 
itthe address in which, beti>ayed to fools by 
~s indefatigable _sense of humour, -he 
.dwelt on the nselessness of men over sixty, 
;a_nd alluded to .A~thony '.('rollope's sugges, 
"t10~ of a college mto which sexagenarians 
i:retired for a year's contemplation followed 
'by ?hloroform. Yet he proposed an alter-. 
"ne.t1ve--00nstant resort to t'he company of. 
'young men such as ··kept Hermippus alive 
'f" 153, pueroru,n,. h.ality refocillat11,& 

f; t ed,uca.tu.,. ·A.$ Oxford he W'll8 a great 
uccess, ~ one of. the five Regius Pro­
essors; m the qmet haven of Norham 

Ga.rd~s he evc:xved, in a. growing serenity 
pt spmf, a phdoeophy of life as well as of 
~~icin_e, whi~ waa.· a '!)1llliative of 
~erll:1ty, perhaps reme:dia.l. There is _a 
,ieep wisdom, for example; in his criticism. 
~f the speai~ists who came' to resemble !e old Scott~sJ:t ~hoemaker in his response 

. the_ Dominie s suggestions about the 
eightier matt.ers of life: " D'ye ken 
a~er?" • "Bnt," he added, "every 1 

pecial br'a~cli carr~ with it the oorreo- 1 
_ ve of this :most fatal tendency. p~ 
tlems in ph;rsiology and pe.thology touch I 

at every pomt the commonest affections 1 

. nd. exercised in these, if ,only in th; 
•. ;i.rlier ye.ars of professional life, a man is 
,chasten.eel, so to speak, and can escape the 
~e.ademng effect of routine." So he can­
if only !1e will! . .At Oxford he kept in 

it-Onch ~th. all his old friends across the 
~Atlan~ic; it w_aa said he week-ended in 
IA_~erica. _In his last illness he was still his 
, virile, varrous, vivid self; he loved to be 
r_ead to, had an orgy of the delights of 
li.tera.ture. He " smelt the rose above the 
mould "-yet he studied bis symptoms 
p~r_efully, only regretting he could not 
assist at the post-mortem. .A great man 1 

·~~ the cause '?f greatnE68 in others! , j 
~ ~-
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